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TO  THE  RIGHT  HONOURABLE 


Martha   Countefs  of  Elgin  and 

Kincardine. 


Madam, 

THE  publication  of  the  following  Le&ures 
affords  me  an  agreeable  opportunity  of 
teftifying  the  high  efteem  which  I  entertain  of 
your  Ladyfhip's  amiable  character,  and  of  the 
illuftrious  example  whereby  you  have  adorned 
your  elevated  ftation ; — and  of  expreffing  my 
grateful  fenfe  of  the  favour  and  patronage  which 
I  have  received  from  your  Noble  Family. 

Impelled  by  fehtiments  of  refpedt  and  grati- 
tude, I  have  the  honour  of  prefcnting  this  fmall 
offering  to  your  Ladyfhip,  whofe  well-known 
facred  regard  to  the  word  of  God,  and  whofe 
warm  attachment  to  the  interefts  of  true  reli- 
gion, fully  juftify,  my  infcribing  to  you  an  Ex- 

pofition 


DEDICATION. 

i 

pofition  of  a  moft  fublime  and  intereftiftg  part 
of  the  Holy  Scriptures. — With  fervent  prayers 
to  the  God  of  all  grace  for  your  temporal  and 
eternal  felicity,  and  for  every  blefling  to  all  the 
Branches  of  your  amiable  Family,  I  am, 

Madam, 

With  great  regard, 


Your  Ladyfhip  s  moft  obliged* 
and  moft  humble  fervant, 

DairGe,  Sept.  20,1 

1791.       j  Robert  Macculloch. 


,.'.       ,i"  !■    ,"     I'll,  aa 


THE. 


PRELIMINARY  DISCOURSE. 


VARIOUS  methods  have  been  employed, 
by  the  wifdom  of  God,  for  the  inftruttion. 
of  mankind.     Hiftories  have  been  written,  in 
which  the  great  events  of  antiquity  are  diftiii&ly 
recorded,  the  moft  illuftrious  characters  are  faith- 
fully delineated,  and  the  moft  important  leflbns 
are  forcibly  inculcated.   Laws  have  been  publifh-* 
ed,  ftamped  with  divine  authority,  (bowing  the 
good  and  acceptable  will  of  God,  in  the  keeping 
of  which  there  is  a  great  reward  ;  and  ferving  as ' 
a  lamp  to  guide  our  feet  into  the  ways  of  righ- 
teoufhefs  and  peace.    Poetry  hath  difplayed  its 
attraftive  beauties  and  graces,  with  the  happy 
defign  of  captivating  our  hearts  to  the  love  and 
obedience  of  facred  truth,  and  flimulating  our 
ardour  in  the  practice  of  goodnefs.     The  great 
principles  and  duties  of  morality  have  been  en- 
forced in  fhort  proverbial  fentences,  furniihing* 
excellent  pradical  rules. of  aftion,  and  recom^ 
mending,  by  the  moft  powerful  motives,  every 
part  of  good  conduit.     Sublime  truths,  and  in- 
terefling  difcoveries,  have  been  prefented  to  view, 
refpe&mg  the  Eternal  God,  the  operations  of 
Ms  providence,  the  difpenfations  of  hus  grace, 
aad  the  glory  of  his  kingdom,  calculated  to  pro- 
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duce  the  moft  falutary  effe&s.  Prophecies  have 
been  delivered,  at  the  diftance  of  ages  from  the 
predicted  events,  unfolding  a  fcheme  fo  aftonifh- 
ingly  vaft,  and  altogether  unparalleled,  as  fhould 
ftrike  awe  and  wonder  into  the  hearts  of  men ; 
and  make  us  conclude,  that  the  fubje£fct  in  which 
we  are  thus  inftrudted,  muft  be  of  the  higheft 
moment,  and  greateft  concern  to  mankind. 

This  mode  of#inftru£tion,  though  prefump- 
tuoufly  affumed  by  fome  Heathen  oracles,  is  pe- 
culiar to  the  Moft  High  God,  with  whom  a 
.  thoufand  years  are  as  one  day,  and  *tc  whom  are 
known  all  his  works  from  the  beginning  of  the 
world.    For  this  purpofe  he  raifed  up  fucceffively 
a  race  of  men,  under  the  fpecial  direction  of  his 
Holy  Spirit,  who,  for  many  ages,  delivered  one 
prediction  after  another,   giving  notice  of  the* 
great  events  which,  commencing  in  early  ages, 
reacheth  to  the  confummation  of  all  things ; 
particularly  defcribing  the  dignity  of  our  Re- 
deemer's perfon,  and  the  glorious  purpofes  for 
which  he  came  into  the  world.     This  method 
of  conveying  knowledge  by  prophecy,  is,  abovq 
all  others,  attended  with  many  important  ad- 
vantages.    It  ferves  to  raife  admiration  of  that 
beneficent  fcheme  devifed   by  infinite  wifdom 
Tor  our  recovery,  and  to  convince  men  that  the 
fubjeft  to  which  it  relates  muft  be  of  the  laft  - 
confequence  to  the  inhabitants  of  this,  earth.     It 
fhows  the  truth  of  the  facred  oracles  in  the  moft 
ftriking  fight ;  and  affords  a  proof,  that  is  con- 
tinually growing  ftronger,  that  the  fcriptures  are 
the  word  of  God;     It  alfo  encourages  us  to  en- 
tertain the  pleafipg  hope,  that  the  blefled  defigns 

which 
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which  God  hath  in  view  to  accqmplifli,  fhall  be 
proportioned  to  the  greatnefs  of  the  means  ufed 
by  him  who  worketh  ali  in  alL  With  this  a- 
greeable  expectation,  we  enter  with  pleafure  on 
the  confideration  of  the  prophecies  before  us, 
deeply  impreffed  with  a  fenfe  of  their  excellence, 
variety,  and  ufefulnefs. 

As  to  the  fubje£ts  treated  of  in  this  infpired 
book :  It  contains  a  rich  variety  of  matter,  well 
deferving  our  moft  attentive  confideration.  The 
infpired  *  writer  having  been  employed  as  a 
teacher  of  the  people,  his  difeourfes  are  not 
merely  prophetical,  they  are  replete  with  in* 
ftrudion,  admonition,  reproof,  and  confolatioru 
They  abound  with  animated  reprefentations  of 
the  infinite  majefty,  the  perfections,  providence, 
and  government  of  Jehovah ;  to  which  is  added, 
a  historical  defcription  of  fbme  interefting  events 
which  happened  in  the  days  of  our  prophet. 
They  are  enriched  with  many  excellent  precepts, 
which  (how  us' what  the  Lord  our  God  requireth 
of  us,  and  dired  us  in  the  paths  of  righteoufnefs, 
whilft  the  oppofite  fins  are  marked  and  repre- 
hended in'fuch  a  manner  as  tends  to  awaken  the 
confeience  and  afFeft  the  heart.  They  arc  inter- 
fperfed  with  declarations  of  the  gracious  pur- 
pofes  of  God  toward  his  people,  with  denuncia- 
tions of  awful  judgments  againft  tranfgreffors, 
with  affurances  of  deliverance  to  the  penitent, 
and  many  powerful  arguments  to  the  duties  of 
obedience.  Above  all,  they  treat  of  the  great 
Mefliah,  typified  by  the  rites  inftituted  under 
the  former  difpenfation,  prefigured  by  many 
righteous  men.  and  whofe  way  was  prepared 
\  by 
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by  the  whole  feries  of  events  which  preceded 
his  appearance.  Chrift,  efpecially  Chrift  cruci- 
fied, throws  a  moft  agreeable  light  on  the  Old 
Teftament,  particularly  on  the  prophecies  of  this 
£>aok.  Unlefs  the  rites  and  facrifices,  appointed 
(under  the  former  difpenfation,  are  confidered 
in  reference  to  him,  they  will  feem  a  confufed 
heap  of  unmeaning  ceremonies.  Unlefs  we  view 
the  prophecies  as  ultimately  receiving  their  com- 
pletion in  him,  and  the  interefts  of  his  kingdom, 
.they  will  feem  wrapt  up  in  impenetrable  obfcu- 
rity.  On  the  contrary,  when  we  .trace  their 
connexion  with  our  Saviour,  the  centre  in  which 
all  the  great  lines  of  revelation  unite,  what  admi* 
xable  order  and  defign,  what  agreeable  fymme- 
,try  and  proportion,  what  beautiful  harmony  and 
^economy,  are  confpicuous  in  the  different  parts 
which  compofe  the  whole,  framed  to  convey  the 
moft  ufeful  inftru&ions,  *nd  to  promote  one 
.great  end !  t 

Thefe  prophecies  then  concern  us^  as  well  as 
thofe  to  whom  they  were  firftdeUyqped.  They 
aflured  them  of  the  certainty  of  events  then 
future;  they  inftru&cd  them  in  the  mind  of 
God,  and  were  admirably  fitted  to  infpire  them 
♦with  reverence  for  that  fovereign  hand  which 
uniformly  dire&eth  all  things.  The  partial  ac* 
complifhment  of  thefe  predictions  ought  to  be 
confidered  by  us  as  an  agreeable  pledge  and  fe- 
curity,  that  thofe  which  remain  to  he  fulfilled 
fhall  certainly  have  their  completion  in  due 
time,  whilft  it  affords  us  ftrong  encouragement 
to  iitfruft  all  our  concerns  in  the  hands  of  our 
faithful  Creator.     It  is  therefore  both  our  duty 

and 
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and  intereft  diligently  to  ftudy  them,  knowing 
that  whatsoever  things  were  written  aforetime 
were  written  for  our  learning,  that  we,  through 
patience  and  comfort  of  the  fcriptures,  might 
have  hope. 

With  refpe&  to  the  infpired  writer,  and  dU 
vine  authority  of  this  book :  It  bears  the  name 
of  Haiah,  who  is  repeatedly  mentioned  in  the 
New  Teftament,  by  our  Lord  and  his  apoftles, 
as  a  true  prophet,  a  holy  man,  of  God,  who 
fpake  as  he  was  moved  by  the  Holy  Ghoft. 
Many  paflages  are  exprefsly  quoted  from  thefe 
prophecies  by  them,  for  illuftrating  or  confirm- 
ing what  they  did  or  faid.  In  reading  the  New 
Teftariient,  I  found  eighteen  citations  where  th6 
prophet  is  named,  and  his  words  plainly  recited; 
fo  that  there  can  be  no  miftake,  either  as  to  the 
writer,  or  the  place  intended.  I  have  alfo  reckon- 
ed above  two  hundred  and  fifty  paflages  in 
the  New  Teftament  where  this  prophecy  feems 
evidently  referred  to,  thdugh  the  prophet  is 
not  mentioned,  nor  his  words  always  formally 
quoted;  yet,  on  many  occafions,  the  allufion 
is  obvious  and  ftriking.  This  affords  every 
Chriftian  a  Satisfying  proof  of  the  divine  infpi- 
rarion  of  this  facred  book  ;  and  in  this  he  will 
cheerfully  acquiefce,  knowing  he  cannot  call  in 
queftion  its  authority,  unlefs  he  deny  the  in- 
fpiration  of  the  New  Teftament.  Indeed  the 
excellent  and  fublime  fubje&s  which  are  here 
treated,  the  harmony,  confiftency,*  and^  purity, 
that  are  confpicuous  through  the  whole,  with  the 
exad  accomplifhment  many  of  the  predictions 
have  already  received,  give  full  ♦proof  of  its  di- 
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Tine  original.  It  is  Unneceflary  to  adduce  more 
evidences  on  this  fubjeft  for  the  conviftion  of 
the  fecptical,  who  reject  not  the  word  of  God 
for  want  of  evidence,  but  from  love  to  thofe 
iniquities  which  are  therein  ftriftly  prohibited 
«nd  threatened. 

That  there  lived  fuch  a  perfon  as  Ifaiah  is 
univerfally  agreed,  both  by  Jews  and  Christians, 
and  is  a  fa£t  which  cannot  be  ferioufly  difputed. 
That  he  was  an  eminent  prophet  of  the  Lord* 
remarkable  for  holinefs  of  life,  for  the  excellency 
of  his  do&rine,  and  the  illuftrious  proofs  he  gave 
of  his  divine  million,  are  fads  abundantly  mani*- 
feft  from  the  Books  of  Kings  and  Chronicles. 
That  he  was  the  writer  of  this  juftly  admired 
and  immortal  work,  in  which  he  delineates  the 
character  of  the  people  among  whom  he  lived, 
defcribes  the  divine  goodnefs  they  experienced, 
and  fortels  their  future  fortunes,  cannot  be 
plaufibly  denied.  Who,  before  our  modern 
Infidels,  ever  ventured  to  queftion  thefe  incon* 
teftabie  fatfts  ?  and  who  ever  exprefled  a  doubt 
concerning  thefe  things  among  the  Ifraelites? 
What  better  reafons  can  be  affigned  for  attri- 
buting to  Virgil  or  Homer  their  admired  poems, 
or  to  Mahomet  his  Alcoran,  than  can  be  given 
for  afcribing  the  prophecies  before  us  to  I  fa  i  ah, 
the  renowned  prophet  of  the  Lord  ?  This* 
brethren,  is  not  pn  ordinary  book,  which,  like 
many  others,  may  be  hazarded  under  a  fiftitious 
name9;  nor  is  it  a  book  that,  after  having  lain 
in  obfeurity  for  ages,  hath  been  artfully  impofed 
on  us  by  defigning  men.  It  is  a  facred  book, 
which  the  Jews  have  read  with  veneration  fmce 
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its  firft  publication,  and  which  they  have  care* 
fully  preferred  during  feventeen  hundred  years 
exile,  difperfion,  and  reproach.  It  is  an  infpired 
book,  which  Chriftians  of  every  denomination 
have  ftttdied,  fince  the  time  this  honourable 
chara&er  was  firft  giten  them  at  Antioch  ;  and 
which,  by  their  unanimous  fuffrage,  hath  beea 
admitted  into  the  canon  of  fcripture,  given  by 
inspiration  of  God,  that  the  man  of  God  may 
be  perfect,  thoroughly  fumifhed  unto  all  good 
works.  .  Bleffed  is  he  that  readeth,  and  they, 
that  hear  the  words  of  this  prophecy,  and  keep 
thofe  things  which  are  written  therein. 

With  regard  to  the  ftyle  in  which  thefe  pro- 
phecies are  written,  and  the  manner  of  our  pro- 
phet's didion :  There  is  a  remarkable  p leafing 
variety  in  the  mode  of  his  expreffion,  which, 
as  the  fubje&  requires,  is  nervous,  figurative, 
elegant,  and  fublime.  Thefe  prophecies,  fo  far 
as  I  know,  have  been  generally  conlklered  as 
written  in  profe.  A  learned  commentator  ob- 
ferves  *,  that  the  compofition  has  in  it  a  fort  of 
number  or  meafure  of  an  oratorial  kind,  as  he 
afterward  explains  it.  The  celebrated  Dr.  Lowth* 
bifhop  of  London,  in  his  Preliminary  Differta- 
tion  to  his  new  tranflatioir  of  this  book,  makes 
the  following  juft  and  beautiful  remarks  on  this 
iubjed,  which  I  ftiall  make  no  apology  for  tran- 
fcribing :  Says  the  learned  Prelate,  u  But  if  there 
u  fhould  appear  a  manifeft  conformity  between 
u  the  prophetical  ftyle,  and  that  of  the  books 
"  fuppofed  to  be  metrical,  a  conformity  in  every 

*  Vitringa,  Frokgogn.  in  Ifaiaxn,  p.  %+ 
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known  part  of  the  poetical  chara&er,  which 
equally  difcriminates  the  prophetical  and  the 
metrical  books,  from  thofe  acknowledged  to 
"*  be  profe :  It  will  be  of  ufe  to  trace  out  and  to 
mark  this  conformity  with  all  poffible  accu- 
racy ;  to  obferve  how  for  the  peculiar  cha- 
"  ra&eriftics  of  each  ftyle  coincide,  and  to  fee 
u  whether  the  agreement  between  them  be  fuch 
c<  as  to  induce  us  to  conclude,  that  the  poetical 
and  the  prophetical  chara&er  of  ftyfe  and 
compofition,  though  generally  fuppofed  to  be 
different,  yet  are  really  one  and  the  fame*."* 
And  having  endeavoured,  with  great  accuracy 
and  tafte,  to  eftablifh  his  hypbtheiis,  he  fubmits 
to  the  judgment  of  the  candid  reader  his  cbfer- 
vations  upon  a  fubjeft  which  hardly  admits  of 
proof  and  certainty,  which  is  rather  a  matter  of 
opinion  and  of  tafte  than  of  fcience. 

The  polifhed  Dr.  Hurd,  bifhop  of  Worcefter, 
confiders  the  prophetic  ftyle  in  his  Ninth  Sermon, 
introductory  to  the  Study  of  the  Prophecies.  I 
cannot  deny  myfelf  the  pleafure  of  tranferibing 
a  few  fentences  from  that  excellent  difcourfe. 
The  juftly  admired  writer,,  in  a  dedu&ion  of 
the  caufes  which  produced  the,  character  of  the 
prophetic  ftyle,  fays,  "  He  believes  that  charac^ 
"  ter  is  truly  given  by  thofe  who  affirm,  that 
"  the  ftyle  of  the  prophets  was  only  the  poeti- 
"  cal  and  highly  figurative  ftyle  of  the  Eaftern 
"  nations,  f"  And  having  given  an  account  of 
the  emblematiq  and  highly  coloured  expreflion, 
which  glares  fo  ftrongly  in  the  prophetic  fcrip- 

*  Page  3.  Second  Edit-         t  Vol.  ii.  p.  79.  Fotarth  Edit. 
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Cures,  he  thus  proceeds :  "  This  then  is  the  true 
44  and  proper  account  of  that  peculiar  ftyle  which 
tt  looks  fo  ftrangely,  and,  to  thofe  who  do  not 
u  advert  to  this  original  of  it,  perhaps  fo  fan- 
M  taftically,  in  the  writings  of  the  prophets. 
"  And  what  more  natural,  than  that  a  mode  of 
u  expreffion,  which  was  fo  well  known,  fo  com- 
M  monly  pra&ifed,  and  fo  much  revered ;  which 
"  was  affe&ed  by  the  wittieft,  nay,  by  the  wifeft 
u  of  thofe  times  ;  which  was  erAployed  in  the 
44  theology  of  the  Eaftern  world,  in  its  poetry, 
u  its  philofophy,  and  all  the  fublinuer  forms  of 
u  compofition ;  what  wonder,  I  fay,  that  this 
tt  cuftomary,  this  authorized,  this  admired  ftrain 
u  of  language,  fhould  be  that  in  which  the  facred* 
«  writers  conveyed  their  higheft  and  moft  im- 
tt  portant  revelations  to  mankind  *  ?"  Having 
quoted  thefe  two  elegant  authors  on  the  fubje£t 
of  ftyle,  it  is  unnecefTary  for  me  to  add  any 
thing  farther  on  this  topic. 

As  to  the  diftribution  of  the  feveral  parts  of 
which  this  book  is  compofed,  and  the  arrange- 
ment of  the  difcourfes  it  contains :  It  compre- 
hends a  number  of  prophecies,  delivered  on  va- 
rious occafions,  publiihed  at  different  feafons, 
and  afterward  colle&ed  together  by  the  priefts, 
or  fome  other  good  men,  perhaps  under  the  in- 
fpe&ion  of  pious  king  Hezekiah.  Whilft  that 
upright  prince  fat  on  the  throne  of  Judah,  the 
Proverbs  of  Solomon  were  copied  out  by  his 
men  f  ;  and  having  colle&ed  and  '  tranfcribed 
them,  we  may  naturally  fuppofe  they  would 

*  Page  87.  f  Pro?,  xxv.  1. 
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not  allow  the  Prophecies  of  Ifaiah  to  lie  negle£U 
ed.  The  feveral  prophecies  are  diftinguifhed  by 
the  titles  prefixed  to  them,  the  fubje&s  of  which 
they  treat,  or  the  time  in  which  they  were  de- 
livered, excepting  the  laft,  contained  in  the  for- 
tieth, and  following  chapters  to  the  qnd;  the 
diftribution  of  which  is  not  fo  eafily  afcertained, 
as  it  is  not  divided  into  parts  by  the  prophet, 
nor  marked  by  infcriptions,  and  feems  to  be 
one  continued  compofition. 

The  whole  prophetical  part  may  be  divided 
(according  to  the  learned  Vitringa*,  to  whofe  ex- 
cellent Commentary  I  acknowledge  myfelf  much 
indebted  for  afliftance  in  the  following  Le&ures) 
into  twenty-five  difcourfes ;  fixteen  of  which  are 
recorded  in  the  firft  thirty-five  chapters ;  the 
other  nine  are  contained  in  the  fortieth,  and 
twenty-fix  chapters  that  follow  to  the  end. 
The  hiftoricai  part  occupies  the  thirty-fixth, 
thirty-feventh,  thirty-eighth,  and  thirty-ninth 
chapters. 

The  prophecies  may  be  diftributed  into  five 
parts,  in  the  manner  following : 

1.  The  firft  twelve  chapters,  from  the  firft  to 
the  twelfth  inclufive,  comprize  five  prophetic 
difcourfes,  addrefied  to  the  Jews  and  the  ten 
tribes,  whom  the  prophet,  in  different  ways, 
reprehends,  reproves,  directs,  and  comforts. 

2.  The  next  twelve  chapters,  from  the  twelfth 
to  the  twenty-fourth  inclufive,  contain  eight  dif- 
courfes ;  in  which  arc  narrated  the  various  for- 
tunea  of  the  Babylonians,  the  Philiftines,  the 

* 
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Moabites,  the  Syrians,  the  Aflyrians%  the  Ethio- 
pians, the  Egyptians,  the  Arabians,  and  Tynans. 

3.  The  eleven  chapters  that  follow,  from  the 
twenty-fourth  to  the  thirty-fifth  inclufive,  com- 
prehend a  fong  of  triumph,  and  three  long 
fennons,  defcribiog  the  awful  judgments  and 
calamities  which  were  to  be  infli&ed  on  the  in- 
corrigible Jews,  the  enemies  of  the  church  of 
Chrift ;  with  which  are  interfperfed  many  pre- 
cious promifes,  dire&ed  to  the  peculiar  people 
of  God, 

4.  The  ten  chapters  which  intervene,  from 
the  thirty-ninth  to  the  forty-ninth  inclufive,  re- 
late four  confolatory  difcourfes ;  in  which  the 
advent  of  the  great  Meffiah  is  foretold ;  the 
figns,  the  circumftances,  and  efFe&s  of  his  ap- 
pearance are  marked  ;  and  the  great  deliverance 
he  fliould  accomplifh  for  the  church  is  predicted. 

5.  In  the  laft  feventeen  chapters,  from  the 
forty-ninth  to  the  end,  are  recorded  five  ex- 
cellent  difcourfes,  abounding  with  the  richeft 
imagery  and  moft  beautiful  figures,  exhibiting 
the  various  viciffitudes  and  fortunes  of  the  per- 
fon  and  kingdom  of  Jefus  Chrift ;  with  which 
the  prophecy  concludes. 

The  hiftorical  part,  which  is  comparatively 
fliort,  occupies  the  thirty-fixth,  thirty-feventh, 
thirty-eighth,  and  thirty-ninth'  chapters.  It  is 
employed  in  defcribing  fome  remarkable  occur- 
rences of  the  times  in  which  Ifaiah  fuftained  the 
charadter  of  a  prophet  of  the  Lord,  connected 
with  the  leading  fubje&s  treated  in  this  pro- 
phecy. Agreeable  to  this  analyfis,  I  proceed  in 
the  following  Le&ures, 

With 
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With  refpeft  to  the  plan  on  which  they  a*6 
executed  :  The  firft  and  principal  bufinefs  of  a 
le&urer,  according  to  my  notion  of  expofitory 
exercifes  or  le&ures  (as  we  call  fuch  difcourfes 
in  Scotland),  is  to  give  the  plain  and  literal  fenfe 
of  the  words,  then  to  afcertain  the  meaning 
of  the  expreffion,  to  elucidate  the  fubjedt,  and 
afterward  to  improve  it,  for  inftruftion,  fot  re- 
proof, for  direction,  or  confolation,  as  the  occa- 
sion feems  to  require.  It  is  of  great  confequence 
rightly  to  underftand  the  phrafes  and  expjeflions, 
particularly  in  the  prophetical  books,  where 
from  the  literal  are  often  deduced  deep  and  re- 
condite fenfes,  which  depend  entirely  on  the  juft 
and  accurate  interpretation  of  the  words  of  pro- 
phecy. In  difcufling  the  parts  which  feem 
purely  prophetical,  it  is  requifite  to  explain  the 
import  of  the  phrafcology,  to  fhow  the  matter 
of  the  predidion,  to  point  out  the  perfons  and 
places  to  which  they  refer,  and  the  time  when 
they  have  been  or  (hall  be  accomplilhed.  This 
is  highly  neceffary,  that  we  may  underftand 
what  is  foretold,  to  whom  if  (hall  be  fulfilled, 
when  and  where  its  completion  may  be  expect- 
ed. I  am  fenfible  that  the  application  of  the 
prophecies  to  their  correfponding  events  is  at- 
tended with  confiderable  difficulties.  The  ob- 
fcurity  in  which  they  are  neceflarily  involved^ 
the  general  terms  and  mixed  ftylc  in  which  they 
are  commonly  announced,  and  the  hyperbolical 
ftrain  in  which  they  are  often  delivered,  render 
them  more  liable  to  mifinterpretation  than  other 
parts  of  fcripture.  Befides,  inadvertence  to  the 
connexion  whereby  events  are  linked  together, 

an 
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an  intermixture  of  difpenfations  of  providence 
with  things  the  prophecy  feems  not  to  refpeft, 
and  above  all,  the  different  perfon6,  events,  and 
feafons  to  which  the  fame  prediction  refers,  re-- 
quire  this  fubjeft  to  be.  treated  with  great  mo- 
defty  and  diffidence  ;  efpecially  when  we  recoi- 
led, that,  befide  the  -  particular  perfon,  feafon, 
and  event,  to  which  the  prophecy  more  dire&ly 
points,  it  may  have  a  more  diftant  reference  to 
others  of  ftill. higher  importance,  or  it  may  re- 
ceive a  continued  completion  through   a  long 
feries  of  time.     From  the  applications  of  the  an- 
cient  prophecies  by  the  writers  of  the  New  Tef- 
tament,  we  fee  they  admit  of  a  very  different 
interpretation  from  what  may  be  thought  to  be 
the  primary  and  immediate  view  of  the  prophets 
themfelves.     This  accomplishment  of  prophecy 
in  more  events  than  one,  in  the  fame  fyftem,  at 
different  periods,  forrfis  that  double  fenfe,  which, 
far  from  giving  offence,  ought  to, excite  our  ad- 
miration, and  eftablifh  our  faith  in  the  divine 
teftimony,  convinced  that  the  expofitions  which 
fome  imagine  to  be  different  fenfes  of  the  fame 
fcripture,  are  indeed  no  more  than  parts  of  one 
full  complete  fenfe  which  properly  belongs  to  it. 
u  The  ftudent,'*  fays  the  pious  Dr.  Home,  ia 
his  excellent  Preface  to  his  Commentary  on  the 
Pfalms,  "  who  is  defirous  of  farther  information 
44  upon  a  fubjeft  fo  curious,  fo  entertaining, 
44  and  fo  interefting,  as  that  of  the  figurative 
44  language  of  fcripture,  the  principles  on  which 
44  it  is  founded,  and  the  beft  rules  to  be  obferved 
44  in  the  fober  and  rational  interpretation  of  it, 

44  may 
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<4  may  find  fatisfa&ion  by  confulting  the  follow- 
"  ing  authors : 

"  Lowth's  Preface  to  his  Commentary  on  the 
"  Prophets. 

*  Lowth'sPrselea.deSacr.Poef.Heb.  Prated. 

"  IV. Xll. 

"  Hurd's  Introdua.  to  the  Study  of  the  Pro- 
u  phecies,  Serm.  ii.  iii.  and  iv. 

4i  Pafcal's  Thoughts,  Seft.  x. — xiv. 

"  Vitringa  Obfervat  -Saav  Lib.  vi.  Cap.  xx« 
"  et  Lib.  vii. 

"  Vitringa  Prsefat.  ad  Comment,  in  Ifaiam. 

"  Glaffii  Philologia  Sacra,  Lib.  ii. 

"  Witfii  Mifcellan.  Sacr.  Tom.  i.  Lib.  iii. 
a  Cap.  iii.  Lib.  ii.  Diflert.  i.  ii. 

"  Witfii  CEconom.  Feed.  Lib.  iv.  Cap.  vi. — x. 

"  Waterland's  General  Preface  to  Scripture 
"Vindicated." 

To  which  I  fubjoih  with  pleafure,  Home's 
Prefaee  to  his  Commentary  on  the  Pfalms. 

Thefe  Le&ureS  were  delivered  to  a  fmall  con- 
gregation in  the  country,  with  the  defign  of 
promoting  their  acquaintance  with  the  facred 
oracles,  of  imprefling  their  minds  with  the  great 
truths  they  contain,  and  of  direding  them  to 
the  proper  improvement  they  ought  to  make  of 
their  knowledge.  I  now  prefent  them  to  the 
infpe&ion  of  the  Public,  with  no  felf-intereft  in 
view,  with  no  fpleen  to  gratify,  with  no  finifter 
purpofes  to  ferve,  but  'with  a  fincere  love  of 
truth,  and  an  afFe&ionate  defire  of  advancing 
the  ftudy  of  the  fcriptures,  and  the  falvation  of 
men.     If  I  (hall  be  fo  happy  as  to  attain  thefe 

ends, 
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ends,  I  fhall  have  a  moft  ample,  recompence  of 
my  labour,  and  fhall  be  more  indifferent  to  the 
praife  or  cenfure  which  may  be.  bellowed  on 
thefe  well-meant  endeavours  to  ferve  the  beft 
interefts  of  mankind.  I  hope,  however,  that 
this  publication,  though  in  many  refpedts  defi- 
cient, may  induce  others,  who  have  more  time 
and  greater  abilities,  to  adopt  this  ufeful  method 
of  illustrating  fcripture,  and%to  do  greater  juftice 
to  the  fubjedt  of  thefe  Le&ures.  A  work  of 
this  fort  being  uncommon,  it  muft  be  propor- 
tionally difficult ;  a  circumftance  which,  in  fome 
meafure,  ought  to  apologize  for  the  faults  and 
deficiences  that  attend  its  execution. 

.  With  refpeft  to  ftyle  and  compofition,  it  be- 
comes me  rather  to  fupplicate  indulgence  than 
claim  applaufe.  Some  write  for  the  learned  and 
more  polite  :  I  le&ured,  and  now  write,  for  the 
benefit  of  the  plain  and  more  unpolifhed  clafs  of 
men,  whofe  fpiritual  interefts  deferve  equal  at- 
tention. According  to  my  abilities,  I  have  en- 
deavoured to  exprefs  myfelf  in  plain  fcriptural 
language,  afFe&ing  neither  the  ornaments  of 
di&ion,  nor  elegance  of  manner,  which  would 

not  have  fuited  my  audience. With  regard 

to  the  fubjedt  and  matter  of  thefe  difcourfes,  I 
cheerfully  fubmit  them  to  the  perufal  of  thofe 
who  are  pleafed  to  read  them :  far  from  pretend- 
ing to  dominion  over  their  faith,  or  impofing 
my  fentiments  as  the  rule  or  meafure  of  their 
judgment,  I  dumbly  fuggeft  what,  in  my  opi- 
nion, appears  to  be  the  true  meaning  and  defign 
of  the  infpired  writer.  I  truft  the  candid  Reader 
will  not  judge  of  them  by  a  detached  view  of 

the 
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the  explanation  given  of  any  particular  paflagc 
of  fcripture,  concerning  which  I  may  be  mis- 
taken* To  judge  fairly,  and  pronounce  juftly 
of  this  performance,  the  general  nature,  the  uni- 
form, tenonr,  and  profefled  defign,  muft  be  exa- 
mined with  candour,  and  proper  allowance 
made  for  the  inaccuracies  and  errors  that  may 
have  efcaped  the  author,  which  he  will  be  ready 
to  correct,  when  they  are  pointed  out  to  him. 
Having  le&ured  on  the  whole  Prophecies  of 
Ifaiah,  I  now  publifh,  with  fome  meafure  of 
diffidence  and  folicitude,  this  volume,  as  a  fpe- 
Icitaen  -of  the  work,  which  would  require  about 
four  volumes  more  to  comprehend  what  re- 
mains of  the  expofition.  I  fondly  hope,  that  this 
fample,  which  I  now  offer  to  the  public  infpeo- 
tion,  will  prove,  through  the  divine  bleffing, 
acceptable  and  ufeful  to  fome  of  thofe  who  are** 
pleafed  to  perufe  it.  Should  they  experience 
half  the  pleafure  in  reading,  which  I  enjoyed  in 
compofing  and  delivering  thefe  Leftures,  my 
labour  will  not  be  loft,  and  their  time  and  ex- 
pence  fully  compenfated. 

Thofe  who  think  that  every  one  ought  to  be 
his  own  interpreter  of  fcripture,  will  no  doubt 
confider  this  as  an  unneceflary  and  ufelefs  publi- 
cation. I  acknowledge,  that  the  word  of  God 
is  its  own  interpreter  ;  that  the  obfcure  paffages 
are  beft  illuftrated  by  thofe  which  are  more  clear 
and  perfpicuous ;  and  that  thofe  which  are  fo 
plain  as  to  require  little  or  no  expofition,  throw 
light  upon  texts  which  are  more  difficult  and 
hard  to  be  underftood  :  notwithstanding  I  affirm, 
that  Ghriftians  may  derive  much  benefit  from 

•writings 
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writings  of  this  fort  well  executed,  and  be  greatly 
affifted  in  underftanding  the  meaning,  connec- 
tion, and  defign  of  the  (acred  books  ;  and  there- 
fore they  ought  thankfully  to  receive  them,  and 
diligently  improve  them,  in  humble  dependence 

on  the  divine  bleffing. Thofe  alfo  who  are 

provided  with  the  beft  Commentaries  that  have 
been  written  by  learned  men  on  the  fcriptures, 
may  be  of  opinion,  that  this  work  might  have 
been  fupprefled,  is  there  are  already  fb  many 
expofitions  of  the  Bible.  Though  it  may  be  of 
fmall  benefit  to  them  who  are  furnifhed  with 
good  libraries,  it  may  be  of  confiderable  ufe  to 
thofe  who,  not  pofleffed  of  this  advantage,  are 
defirous  of  being  affifted  in  underftanding  the 
prophecies  of  the  Old  Teftament,  and  in  tracing 
their  connexion  with  the  gofpel  of  Jefus  Chrift* 
*  For  fuch  thefe  difcourfes  are  efpecially  intended, 
though  I  hope  they  will  bei  found  not  unworthy 
of  the  attention  of  others,  whofe  approbation 
I  would  highly  efteem,  and  am  folicitous  to  ob- 
tain. I  conclude,  by  earneftly  recommending 
this  performance  to  the  kind  patronage  and  di- 
vine benedi&ion  of  that  God,  to  the  advance- 
ment of  whofe  glory,  and  to  the  good  of  whofe 
people,  it  is  humbly  dedicated. 
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ON    THE 


PROPHECIES  of  ISAIAH. 


CHAP.    I. 

THE  vifion  of  Ifaiah  the  fon  of  Amos, 
which  he  faw  concerning  Judah  and  Je- 
rufalem,  in  the  days  of  Uzziah,  Jotham,  Ahaz, 
and  Hezekiah,  kings  of  Judah. 

Thefe  words,  which  feem  to  have  been  originally 
prefixed  to  the  predi&ions  recorded  in  this  chapter, 
were  afterward  confidered  as  the  title  of  the  whole 
facred  book.  The  infpired  Writer  of  the  Second  Book 
of  Chronicles  exprefsly  refers  to  this  divine  compofi- 
tion,  as  well  known  by  the  name  which  is  given  it  in 

this  verfe  #.    The  infcription  informs  us in  what 

manner  thefe  prophecies  came  from  God who 

was  the  highly  favoured  perfon  to  whom  they  were 

communicated who  were  the  people  whofe  for? 

tunes  they  chiefly  related and  in  what  period  of 

time  Ifaiah  was  employed  in  the  prophetical  office. 

The  Moft  High  God  hath  been  gracioufly  pleafed 
in  times  pall,  to  fpeak  in  divers  manners  to  his  fer- 


*  2  Chron.  xxxii.  32. 
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vants  the  prophets.  To  a  few  he  difcovered  his  mind, 
by  familiarly  converting  with  them  face  to  face,  as  a 
man  with  his  friend.  This  intimate  intercourfe  with 
God  Adam  enjoyed  in  paradife,  and  afterward  Mofes 
in  the  wildernefs,  who  in  this  refpe&  was  honoured 
above  all  the  prophets  *.  To  fome  he  revealed  him- 
felf  by  dreams,  in  which  he  afforded  them  thofe  inti- 
mations of  his  pleafure  which  he  judged  proper  td 
communicate*  In  this  manner  he  difclofed  his  friendly 
purpofes  to  the  patriarch  Jacob,  refpe&ing  himfelf  and 
his  pofterity  f .  To  others  he  conveyed  inftru&ion  by 
vifions,  in  which  were  exhibited  to  their  view  lively 
reprefentations  of  thofe  things  wherein  they  were  to 
inftruft  mankind.  In  this  way  the  Almighty  conde- 
fcended  to  make  known  his  will  to  our  prophet;  and 
therefore  he  calls  thefe  prophecies,  The  VISION 
wherewith  he  was  favoured.  The  Lord  God  y/h& 
fpake  to  our  fathers,  and  who  fpeaks  to  us  by  the 
prophets,  prefented  to  him  a  full  view  of  the  in-, 
terefting  fubjefts  which  he  defcribes,  and  gave  him 
the  molt  fatisfying  difdoveries  of  what  he  publishes 
for  our  benefit.  Thefe  things  were  made  as  plain 
and  evident  to  him  as  if  he  had  feen  them  with  his 
bodily  fight.  In  his  prophecies,  therefore,  he  declares 
unto  us,  what  he  heard  with  his  ears,  and  faw  with 
his  eyes,  fo  that  with  great  propriety  this  infpired 
book  is  called,  THE  VISION  OF  ISAIAH. 

The  highly  favoured  perfon  to  whom  Jehovah  re- 
vealed the  lively  oracles  which  we  are  now  to  con- 
fider,  and  whom  he  employed  to  communicate  them 
to  his  people,  was  Ifaiah,  or  as  he  is  called  in  the 
New  Teflament,  Efaias,  which  being  interpreted,  fig- 
nifies  the  fafoation  of  the  Lord.  This  is  a  name  highly 
proper  for  that  prophet  by  whom  God  was  to  give 
the  knowledge  of  falvation,  and  on  whom  he  con- 
ferred the  dillinguifhed  honour  of  delineating  the  cha- 
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rider  of  the  great  Redeemer,  and  fhe  complete  re* 
demption  he  was  to  obtain. 

Names  were  anciently  impofed  on  children  by  their 
parents,  not  only  for  the  fake  of  diftin&ion,  but  to 
exprefs  their-  hopes  and  defires  rdpe&ing  them ;  and 
we  learn  from  fcripture,  that  they  were  often  given, 
by  divine  dire&ion,  exactly  defcnptive  of  the  charac* 
ter  of  the  perfons  who  received  them.  Among  the 
many  iniiances  that  might  be  adduced,  I'only  men- 
tion that  of  Solomon,  whofe  name  iignifils  peace ; 
and  accordingly,  in  his  days,  God  gave  peace  and 
quietnefs  to  Ifrael.  In  like  manner,  our  prophet  fully 
anfwered  the  name  which,  by  the  dire&ion  of  divine 
providence,  he  had  received.  He  fpake  more  fully 
and  clearly  than  the  prophets  who  had  goQe  before 
him,  of  that  illuftrious  Fterfon,  who  is  eminently  dif- 
tinguiflied  as  the  falvation  of  Jehovah,  and  of  thofe 
fignal  deliverances  which  afforded  ftriking  reprefenta* 
dons  of  his  great  falvation ;  whilft,  in  forae  refpeds, 
ne  was  an  inftru&ive  figure  of  him  who  was  to  come. 
He  feems  to  have  been  pofieffed,  in  an  eminent  de- 
gree, of  wifdom  and  holinefs,  of  eloquence,  zeal,  and 
fidelity  in  discharging  the  duties  of  his  office,  and  of 
extenfive  authority  and  influence  over  the  people 
among  whom  he  lived.  He  was  honoured  and  re- 
fpe&ed  at  court,  wheatfeftnacherib,  king  of  Aflyria, 
invaded  the  land  of  Juaati;  being  the  only  man  men- 
tioned, who  with  Hezekiah,  prayed  and  cried  to 
Heaven  for  deliverance;  and  being  fent  to  in  that 
feafon  of  trouble,  rebuke,  and  blafphemy,  he  returned 
the  prince  a  mod  comfortable  mefiage  from  the  Go- 
vernor among  the  nations.  Nor  was  he  lefs  remark- 
able for  hh  powerful  influence  with  the  God  of  the 
whole  earth,  who,  in  anfwer  to  his  fupplication,  gave 
die  Jewiih  monarch  a  fign  of  his  certain  recovery 
from  the  depths  of  diftrefs,  by  bringing  back  the 
fladow  ten  degrees,  by  which  it  had  gone  down 
en  the  dial  of  Ahaz.  To  this  fliort  account  of  the 
chara&er  of  our  prophet,  I  may  add,  he  was  not 

only 
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only  a  prophet,  , but  a  hiftorian,  who,?  as  .we  are  told* 
2  Chron.  xxvi.  22.  wrote,  the  a&s  of  kiag  Uzziah's 
reign,  firft  and  lait ;  though  that  ixiftory,  with*  many- 
others,  not  among  the  canonical  books  of  fcriptunr, 
are  long  ago  buried  in  the  ruins  of  time. 

The  Jon  of  Amoz.  It  is  unneceffary,  and  would  be 
unprofitable,  to  inquire  into  the  character, '  the  fta- 
tion^  and  .employment  of  our  prophet's  father ;  and 
therefore  I  (hall  not  occupy  your  time,  •  in  reciting 
v  the  various  conjeftures  which  have  been  formed  on 
thefe  fubje&s.  It  is  fufficient  to  remark,  that  he 
was  probably  a  refpe&able  perfon,  of  confiderable 
rank,  and  high  reputation  among  his  countrymen : 
and  at  the  time  thi6  prophecy  wis  written,  it  might 
be  very  proper  to  diftinguifh  Ifaiah,  by  the  character 
joi  the  fon  of  Amoz,  from  others  of  the  fame  name* 
Indeed  it  was  frequently  the  cuftom  of  the  pqfterity 
of  Abraham,  to  mention  not  only  the  names  of  men 
themfelves,  but  of  their  fathers ;  of  which  innume- 
table  inftances  occur  in  the  word  of  God. 

Which  he  faiv  concerning  Judah  and  Jerufalem. 
Thefe  were  the  fubje&s  to  which  the  following  pre- 
dictions relate,  i  In  the  primary  fenfe  of  the  words* 
their  inhabitants,  who  belonged  to  the  tribes  of  Judah 
and  Benjamin,  with  the  Levites  refidirig  among  them, 
were  doubtlefs  intended,  in  d^nftion  from  Ephraim, 
which  included  the  other  tribes  of  Ifrael.  Judah  was 
the  land  they  poffeffed ;  and  JeruCalem  was  the  me- 
tropolis of  the  kingdom,  Jn  which  their  kings  and 
nobles,  their  judges,  priefts,  and  teachers  refided, 
who  conftituted  the  moll  important  part  of  the  nation. 
The  people  who  dwelt  in  thefe  places,  were  chofen  of 
God  to  be  the  ebjefts  of  his  peculiar  care  and  fpecial 
proteftion ;  their  city  and  country  were  deftined  to 
be  the  theatre  on  which  the  Moft  High,  in  the  laft 
days,  was  to  difplay  the  riches  of  his  grace,  by  efta- 
bliSiing  the  kingdom  of  Jefus  Chrift.  As  that  nation 
afforded  a  lively  representation  of  the  peculiar  people 
of  God  under  the  New  Teftamontj  and  that  .city  was 

a  figure 
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a  figure  of  the  Jerufalcm  that  is  above,  which ;  is  thfc 
mother  of  us  all,  they  may  be  understood  here  not 
only  in  their  literal,  but  in  their  figurative, fignifica^ 
don,  denoting  the  church  of  God  under  the  new  and 
better  difpenfation  of  his  grace. ;  /This  is  the  obvious 
meaning  of  Judah  and  Jerufaldm,  in  feveral  place&of  the 
prophetic  writings ;  as  in  the  following  paffage,:  where 
the  Lord  God  promifes,  *  That  when  he  (hall  perform 
'  the  good  things  he  hath  fpoken  of  to  the  houfe  of 
*  Ifrael  and  the  houfe  of  Judah ,< tin  thbfe  days  Judah 
«  Ihall  be  faved,  and  Ifrael  (hall  dwell  &fely  *.';  Not- 
withftanding  tbere  are  in  the  prophecies  before  us, 
fome  things  relating  to  Ephraim,  to  Egypt,  to  Tyre, 
and  to  other  nations,  Judah  and  Jeruialetn  are  the 
chief  fubjeft  of  which  they  treat ; .  and,  it  muft  be  r&- 
membered,  thefe  laft-mentioncd  places  include  not 
only  what  was  literally  fo  called  in  ancient  times;  but 
the  church  of  the  Living  God  under  the  New  Tefta- 
ment,  to  which  ifre  profefiedly  belong.  This  interefts 
.US  more  nearly  in  this  portion  of  fcriptufe,  on  which 
we  are  no*r  entering,  than  many  are  apt  to  imagine; 
and  fupplies  us  with  a  powerful  argument  to  -engage 
our  ferious  attention. 

In  the  days  of  Uzziab,  Jrthantj  Abaz>  and  Heze- 
kiab,  kings  of  Judah.  The  time  during  which  each  of 
thefe  kings  reigned  is  particularly  mentioned  in  fcrip- 
ture  hiftory  ;  and,  when  added  together,  make  one 
hundred  and  twelve  or  thirteen  years.  It  is  evident, 
Ifaiah  mud.  have  exercifed  his  prophetical  office  du- 
ring the  wjiole  time  in  which  Jotham  and  Ahaz  fat 
upon  the  throng,  being  thirty r two  years f...  From 
what  we  read  in, this  prophecy,  it  appears,  that  he 
continued  in  his .  office  uhtil  the  fourteenth  year  of 
Hezekiah ;  and  fiippofmg  he  was  appointed  to  it  fo 
late  as  two  years  before  Uzziah ;  died,  he  muft  have 
a&ed  in  the  characte*  of  a  prophet  at  leaft  forty-eight 
years.    Some  have  been  of  opinion,  that  he  continued 

■  •  *  * 
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about  fiicty  years  in  the  prophetical  office*  and  lived  to  . 
the  reign  of  Manaffeh : :  under  whofe  wicked  govern- 
ment, according  to  tradition,  he  was  put  to  death, 
being  fawn  afunder  for  pretended  blafphetny ;  having 
declared,  that  he  faw  the  Lord  fitting  upon  his  throne* 
high  and  lifted  up,  and  for  the  (harp  reproof  admink 
ftered  to  the  princes  of  Ifrael,  from  the  tenth  verfe  of 
this  chapter.  Under  kings  of  fuch  oppofite  difpofi* 
tions  and  chara&ers,  our  prophet  would  no  doubt  ex- 
perience very  different  treatment,  and.  his  inftrudions 
would  meet  with  very  different  entertainment.  Whilft 
Jotham  and  Hezekiah,  who  were  good  kings,  fat  on 
the  throne  of  Judah,  Ifaiah  would  certainly  enjoy 
much  of  their  fupport  and  countenance  in  the  execu- 
tion of  his  important  office:  whereas  in  the  time  of 
Ahaz,  remarkable  for  his  impiety,  he  probably  fuf* 
fered  much  difcouragement  and  oppofitioft  from  that 
wicked  prince,  who  fhut  up  the  doors  of  the  houfe  of 
the  Lord,  and  erefted  altars  to  idols,  tiotwithftand- 
ing  all  the  divine  eloquence  our  prophet  employed  itt . 
(lemming  the  torrent  of  corruption.— —Let  us  fe* 
member*  what  is  addreffed  to  Ifrael  is  alfo  fpoken  to 
us ;  that  the  Lord  God  is  addreffing  us  from  his  holy 
temple )  and  therefore  it  becomes  us,  with  reverence, 
to  attend  to  this  fure  word  of  prophecy,  and  to  im« 
prove  it,  through  the  divine  bleuing,  for  do&rine, 
far  reproof,  for  corteSion,  and  inRrudtion  in  righ-' 
teoufnefs,  that,  like  men  of  God,  we  may  be  perfeft,' 
thoroughly  fiirnifhed  unto  all  good  works. 

The  prophecy  recorded  in  this  chapter  (lands  fingle, 
and  unconne&ed  with  thofe  which  follow ;  and  affords 
a  beautiful  fpecimen  of  the  prophet's  elegant  and 
forcible  manner  of  writing.  It  contains  a  warm  remon- 
ftrance  againft  the  heinous  crimes,  and  abounding 
corruptions,  of  the  perfidious  and  hypocritical,  pro* 
feffing  people  of  God ;  ■  >  mod  animated  exhorta- 
tions to  repentance,  and  a  fpeedy  return  to  duty* 
•  drawn  from  the  contemplation  of  their  prefent  cala- 
mtks,  and  imminent  danger  of  defolating  jfcdg- 

.  meats ; 
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ments;—— with  mod  reviving  encouragements  to 
the  faithful  fervants  of  the  Moft  High,  derived  from 
the  agreeable  profpeft  of  better  times,  after  deferved 
calamities  fhould  be  infli&ed  on  the  unfaithful  and 
rebellious,  and  the  promifed  bleffings  of  divine  grace 
communicated. 

2  Hear,  O  heavens,  and  give  ear,  O  earth ; 
for  the  LORD  hath  fpoken,  I  have  nouriftied 
and  brought  up  children,  and  they  have  rebelled 
again  ft  me. 

The  bleffed  God  is  here  introduced,  entering  a 
folemn  charge  and  public  complaint  again  ft  his  dif- 
obedient  people,  on  account  of  their  bafe  negleQ:  and 
ingratitude,  to  the  truth  and  equity  of  which  the 
whole  world  is  fummoned  to  attend  and  bear  witnefs. 
The  word  tranflated  heavens  may  be  derived  from 
one  that  iignifies  a  name  of  honour  and  dighity  ;  and 
fo  it  intimates,  that  the  heavens  are  the  moft  beauti- 
ful, glorious,  and  renowned  part  of  creation.  It 
may  be  compounded  of  an  adverb  of  place9  and  a 
word  fignifying  waters ;  and  then  it  informs  us,  that 
God  hath  therein  laid  up  large  ftore  of  waters,  which 
he  feafonably  communicates  to  this  earth.  It  may  be 
deduced  from  a  word  that  Iignifies  height  or  eleva- 
thn9  in  refpedt  of  place ;  and  ferves  to  remind  us  of 
what  is  obvious  to  view,  that  the  heavens  are  the 
higheft  and  moft  lofty  parts  of  the  univerfe :  or  it 
may  come  from  one  that  ftgnifies  to  be  ajlomjhed;  in- 
ftrufting  us,  that  if  we  fteadily  contemplate  the  hea- 
vens, we  fhall  have  good  reafon  to  be  filled  with 
wonder  at  the  immenfity  and  beauty,  the  magnifi- 
cence and  regularity  of  that  fpacious  fabric. The 

word  rendered  earth  feems  to  be  derived  from  one 
that  fignifies  to  run,  to  be  in  ajlate  of  activity  and  mo- 
tion ;  and  may  denote,  that  this  earth  is  in  continual 
motion  ;  that  men,  and  its  other  inhabitants,  in  per- 
forming their  feveral  functions,  are  in  perpetual  a&i- 

D  vity. 
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vity*  Thefe  different  parts  of*  creation,  with  their 
numerous  inhabitants,  are  here  folemnly  invited,  to 
attend  to  the  important  truth  the  prophet  is  about  to 
declare.  Ye  celeltial  fpirits,  who  are  the  fpe&ators 
of  human  aftions,  and  contemplate  the  conduct  of 
men,  liflen  to  the  aitonifhing  reprefentation  now  to 
be  laid  before  you !  Ye  men  of  God,  to  whom  this 
earth  is  given  for  a  poffeffion,  who  are  endued  with 
the  principles  of  juft  perception  and  found  judgment, 
men  of  every  character  and  condition,  who  feel  the 
influence  of  truth  and  equity,  hearken  to  the  word 
of  the  Lord !  And  ye  in  the  inferior  ranks  of  crea- 
tion, who,  though  incapable  of  uifderftanding  and 
judgment,  perform  your  operations  according  to  the 
laws  given  you,  witnefs,  as  you  can,  the  unbound- 
ed kindnefs  of  Jehovah  toward  his  people,  and  their 
wretched  ingratitude  toward  him !  This  folemn  man- 
ner of  addrefs  is  frequently  ufed  by  the  prophets,  to 
awaken  diligent  attention  to  what  they  are  about  to 
deliver.  With  a  fimilar  introduction  Mofes  begins 
his  fublime  fong,  recorded  Deut.  xxxii.  in  which  he 
teftifies  againft  the  Israelites  for  their  difobedience ; 
4  Give  ear,  O  ye  heavens,  and  I  will  fpeak ;   and 

*  hear,  O  earth,  the  words  of  my  mouth/  The 
mighty  God,  by  the  prophet  David,  fummons  alt 
mankind  to  attend  to  his  appeal  *.  And  the  prophet 
Jeremiah,  expoftulating  with  the  Jews,  as  to  their 
unnatural  revolt  from  God,  exclaims  in  thefe  words, 

*  Be  aftoniftied,  O  ye  heavens,  at  this,  and  be  hor- 

*  ribly  afraid,  be  ye  very  defolatp,  faith  the  Lordf. 
The  heavens  and  the  earth  are  here  invited,  to 

hear,  and  give  car.  The  latter  of  thefe  expreflions 
ferves  to  explain  the  former,  whilft  the  repetition  of 
the  call  points  out  the  high  importance,  and  indifpen- 
fable  neceffity,  of  compliance  with  this  requifition. 
The  words  of  the  wiielt  of  men  often  deferve  but 
little  regard,  whereas  the  dictates  of  eternal  wifdom 

*  Pfalm  I.  i.  «f  Jcr.  ii.  12. 
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and  truth  juftly  merit  the  clofeft  application  of  mind 
of  which  we  are  capable ;  and  tHe  call  being  dire&ed 
to  us  in  particular,  demands  our  ferious  attention, 
and  prompt  obedience.— Let  us  then  turn  away 
our  eyes  and  ears  from  feeing  and  hearing  vanity, 
and  hearken  diligently  to  him  who  caufeth  us  to  hear 
his  glorious  voice.  Let  us  earneftly  fupplicate  the 
God  of  our  Lord  Jefus  Chrift,  the  Father  of  gldry, 
to  give  us  the  fpirit  of  wifdom  and  revelation  in 
the  knowledge  of  him,  that  the  eyes  of  our  minds 
being  enlightened,  vte  may  be  thoroughly  acquainted 
with  the  things  freely  given  us  of  God.  This  is 
highly  requifite  to  our  profiting  by  the  fcriptures ; 
for  we  read,  that  when  our  Saviour,  after  his  refur- 
re&ion  from  the  dead,  expounded  to  his  difciples 
the  writings  of  Mofes  and  the  prophets  concerning 
himfelf,  *  he  opened  their  underftandings  to  under- 
1  (land  the  fcriptures  *  *:  and  fince  his  exaltation 
into  glory,  he  fends  down  |iis  Holy  Spirit,  according 
to  his  promife,  to  lead  his  followers  iitfo  all  truth  ; 
which  ought  to  animate  us  with  the  reviving  hope  of 
obtaining  his  gracious  illumination  and  afliftance. 
That  we  may  reap  fubftantial  benefit  from  what  God 
hath  fpoken,  let  us  be  folicitous  to  get  it  deeply  im* 
prefled  on  our  hearts,  ftudying  to  become  intimately 
acquainted  with  it,  delighting  in  the  difcoveries  it 
prefents  to  our  view,  and  laying  it  up  in  our  hearts, 
fo  as  to  be  fuitably  influenced  by  it  at  all  times,  that 
we  may  (hew  ourfelves,  *  not  forgetful  hearers,  but 
♦  doers  of  his  word  f  / 

For  the  Lord  hath  fpoken.  The  word  Jehovah^ 
which  in  this,  and  many  other  places  of  fcripture,  is 
tranflated  Lerci,  fignilies,  that  he  is9  and  was,  and  is 
to  come,  and  denotes  the  peculiar  manner  of  cxiftence 
which  is  proper  to  the  Moft  High  God,  who  alone  *o 
felf-exiftent.  AH  other  beings  derive  from  him  their 
life  and  breath,  and  all  things ;  whereas  his  exiftence 

*  Icuke  xxiv.  45,  t  lames  i.  25. 
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is  neceffary  and  independent,  as  the  name  Jehovak 
imports.     It  is.  impoffible  that  we,  who  are  finite  de- 
pendent creatures,  can  comprehend  the  idea  expreffed 
by  this  word,  as  we  are  utterly  unacquainted  with 
neceffary  infinite  exiftence.     Indeed  we  cannqt  pro- 
perly defcribe  in  what  manner  any  material  obje£t 
exifts  with  which  we  are  converfant  j  and  therefore 
it  would  be  the  higheft  prefumption,  to  pretend  to 
explain  the  exiftence  of  God,  who  is  an  infinite  eter- 
nal Spirit.    Though  exalted  far  above  our  moft  raifed 
apprehenfions  and  praifes,  and  highly  provoked  by 
our  ingratitude  and  difobedience,  he  hath  vouchfafed 
to  fpeak  to  us.     The  learned  Dr.  Lowth,  bifhop  of 
London,  in  his  new  tranflation  of  this  prophecy,  ren- 
ders this  expreffion,  "  For  it  is  Jehovah  that  fpeak- 
eth ;"  for  which  he  gives  this  reafon  in  his  Notes, 
There  feems  to  be  an  impropriety  of  demanding 
attention  to  a  fpeech  already  delivered  j"  ■  and  no 
doubt  there  is,  had  the  difcourfe  been  already  de- 
livered to  the  perfons  who  are  addreffed.    Both  tranf* 
lations  feem  equally  proper,  and  the  reafon  of  atten- 
tion is  equally  good,  according  to  the  view  in  which 
you  confider  the  words.     Hear,  and  give  ear,  for 
(according  to  our  verfion)  the  Lord  hatb  fpoken  to  me 
what  I  am  about  to  communicate  to  you,  and  there- 
fore it  deferves  the  fame  regard  as  if  you  had  received 
it  by  an  audible  voice  from  heaven :  or,  agreeable  to 
the  new  tranflation,  for  it  is  "  the  Lord  that  fpeak- 
*c  eth ;"  though  you  hear  only  the  voice  of  a  fellow 
mortal,  the  words  come  from  the  Eternal  God,  who 
{(retched  out  the  heavens,  and  laid  the  foundation  of 
the  earth.     We  have  here  a  remarkable  inftance  of 
that  metaphorical  kind  of  fpeech  which  frequently 
occurs  in  fcripture,  wherein  the  faculties  of  men  are 
attributed  to  God,  and  his  manner  of  acting,  other- 
"wife  unknown  to  us,  is  expreffed  by  a  fenfible  familiar 
image.    Jehovah  hath  fpoken  to  men  in  various  ways ; 
fometimes  by  forming  a  diftinft  audible  voice  in  the 
air,  as  at  the  baptifm  of  our  Saviour  $  and  at  other 

times 
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times  through  the  medium  of  the  prophets,  as  in  the 
cafe  before  us*  In  whatever  manner  the  Lord  fpake 
to  our  prophet,  the  fa£k  is  here  ascertained  in  general 
terms,  he  hath  fpoken.— — -Though  this  declaration 
immediately  refers  to  the  prophecy  contained  in  this 
chapter,  we  may  confider  it  as  extending  to  all  the 
predi&ions  of  this  book.  This  affords  a  powerful  ar- 
gument, to  engage  our  clofeft  attention  to  the  fubje& 
on  which  we  are  entering.  It  is  Jehovah  who  fpeaka 
to  us,  by  the  prophet  Ifaiah,  on  matters  of  the  higheft 
importance,  in  which  we  are  deeply  interefted ;  and 
therefore  we  ought  to  attend  to  them  with  the  utmoft 
diligence  and  care. 

/  have  nouriflxd  and  brought  up  children.     Thefe, 
and  the  following  words,  contain  the  heavy  charge 
which  God,  by  the  prophet,  brought  againft  his  pro* 
feffing  people  of  old,  wherein  he  contrails  the  diftin- 
guifhing  favours  he  had  conferred  upon  them  with 
their  undutiful  condu&  toward  him.     The  people 
primarily  intended,  whom  God  nouriihed  and  brought 
up,  were  the  Jews,  to  whom  our  prophet  was  fent 
with  this  mefiage,  to  whom  pertained  the  adoption 
and  the  covenants,  the  glory,  the  giving  of  the  law, 
and  the  promifes.     They  were  repeatedly  fpoken  of 
under  the  defcription  .of  children,  and  encouraged, 
by  the  confideration  of  this  character,  to  the  perform* 
ance  of  their  duty.     With  this  view  their  lawgiver 
aflured  them,  4  Ye  are  the  children  of  the  Lord  your 
c  God  #  :'   and  when  recounting  the  benefits  which 
the  Lord  had  conferred  upon  them,  and  would  far- 
ther beftow,  he  thus  addrefled  them  in  the  fong,  re* 
corded  Deut.  xxxii.- '  Is  not  he  thy  Father  that  bought 
*  thee  ?  hath  he  not  made  thee,  and  eftablifhed  thee/ 
From  this  intimate  relation,  they  were  taught  to  ex- 
pe&  the  certain  accompliihment  of  the  precious  pro-* 
mifes  that  were  given  them ;  for  God  thus  fpeaks, 
by  the  prophet  Jeremiah,  '  I  will  caufe  them  to  walk 

#  Deut.  si?,  i. 
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*  by  the  rivers  of  waters,  in  a  ftraight  way,  wherein 

*  they  (hall  not  (tumble  :  For  I  am  a  father  to  Ifrael, 
4  and  Ephraim  is  my  firft-born  V  In  every  refpeft 
did  Jehovah  aft  toward  that  people  as  a  wife  and 
tender-hearted  father,  never  failing  to  perform  all  the 
duties  arifing  from  that  endearing  relation  which 
were  fuitable  to  their  condition.  Their  adoption,  how- 
ever, was  only  external  and  typical  of  that  gracious 
fpiritual  adoption,  to  which  all  the  peculiar  people  of 
God  are  admitted  under  the  New  Teftament. 
This  inftrudts  us,  who  are  profefiedly  the  children  of 
God,  in  a  higher  fenfe  than  thofe  againft  whom  the 
accufation  before  us  was  originally  laid,  of  our  inti- 
mate concern  in  what  is  here  written. 

Thefe  expreffions,  I  have  nourifhed  and  brought 
them  up,  may  be  considered,  as  including  all  thofe 
innumerable  benefits  which  Jehovah  conferred  on  the 
pofterity  of  Abraham,  from  the  time  he  formed  them 
to  be  his  people,  until  they  reached  their  full  ftature, 
in  the  days  of  David  and  Solomon.  Notwithstanding 
the  means  employed  to  crufti  and  opprefs  them,  he 
increafed  and  multiplied  them  exceedingly ;  he  watch- 
ed over  them  with  a  parent's  care,  and  provided  for 
them  with  a  parent's  liberality ;  he  condufted  them 
fafely  through  the  dangers  of  the  defertj  he  fed 
them  with  bread  from  heaven,  and  water  from  the 
rock ;  he  protefted  them  from  their  numerous  power- 
ful enemies ;  he  inftrufted  them  by  his  fervants,  by 
his  (tatutes  and  judgments,  and  his  good  Spirit ;  he 
chaftened  them  from  time  to  time,  as  a  father  doth 
his  children  -9  and  honoured  them  with  the  fymbols 
of  his  gracious  prefence.  After  having  thus  trained 
them  up  under  tutors  and  governors,  until  the  time 
appointed  of  the  Father,  and  affigned  them  the  glory 
ef  all  lands  as  their  inheritance,  he  elevated  them  to 
a  mod  flourifhing  and  profperous  condition  in  the 
days  of  David,  and  Solomon  his  fon,  fubduing  their 

*  Jer.  xxxi,  9. 

enemies 
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enemies  before  them,  and  inverting  them  in  the  pot 
feffion  of  the  promifed  land,  from  the  river  of  Egypt 
to  the  great  river  Euphrates.  Having  erefted  among 
them  the  molt  magnificent  ftruckure  that  ever  beauti- 
fied this  earth  as  the  place  of  his  worfliip,  and  efta- 
blifhed  among  them  the  moil  excellent  laws  and 
facred  inftitutions  for  their  benefit,  he  advanced  them 
to  the  highelt  pitch  of  wordly  1'plendour  and  glory, 
under  the  reign  of  the  wifeft  of  men,  and  the  greateft 
of  princes  that  ever  fwayed  a  fceptre ;  fo  that  they 
became  the  admiration  and  envy  of  furrounding  na- 
tions. In  this  manner,  he  afforded  them  a  lively  in- 
structive reprefentation  of  the  invaluable  fpiritual  pri- 
vileges he  confers  on  his  children  under  the  New 
Teftament,  who  enjoy  the  fubftance  of  all  the  good 
things  thereby  typified.  This  diftinguifhed  honour 
belongs  to  all  you,  who,  being  born  of  God,  are  his 
obedient  children,  growing  up  in  all  things  to  the 
ftature  of  perfed  men  in  Chrift  Jefus. 

And  they  have  rebelled  againfl  me.  What  an  un- 
grateful return  to  their  gracious  Father  for  fuch  multi- 
plied kindneffes !  What  an  affe&ing  fcene  does  this 
accufation  prefent  to  our  view !  The  expreffion  de- 
notes, that  they  not  only  forfook  him,  and  renoun- 
ced his  fervice,  but  they  oppofed  him,  and  became 
his  adverfaries.  In  what  numberlefs  initanccs  did  the 
men  of  Judah  rebel  againft  the  Lord,  by  oppreffijig  the 
poor,  the  fatherlefs,  and  the  widow,  by  perverting 
righteoufnefs  in  judgment,  by  praftifing  deceit  and 
violence,  by  committing  forbidden  impurities,  and 
dealing  perfidioufly  with  God.  The  charge  may  re- 
fer, in  a  particular  manner,  to  the  abominable  idola- 
tries to  which  they  were  greatly  addi&ed,  which  con- 
tained a  profefled  public  denial  of  the  true  God, 
joined  with  an  avowed  contempt  of  his  glory  and 
authority.  This  fpirit  of  defe&ion  from  the  God  of 
their  fathers  very  early  difcovered  itfelf  on  various 
occafions,  as  in  the  inftance  of  Korah  and  his  com- 
pany, .and  many  others  I  ftay  not  to  mention.  Toward 

the 
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the  conclufion  of  Solomon's  reign  it  began  to  appear 
anew ;  and  under  the  reign  of  his  foil  Rehoboam  it 
grew  more  prevalent  and  confpicuous,  until  that  me* 
morable  period  in  which  we  are  informed,  '  That 
*  prince  forfook  the  law  of  the  Lord,  and  all  Ifraei 
jwith  hirti,*  as  we  read,  2  Chron.  xii.  1.  Still  it  in- 
creafed  to  the  days  of  Ahaz,  when  it  arrived  at  fuch 
a  prodigious  height,  that  the  public  worfhip  of  the 
Living  God  was  negle&ed,  the  temple  was  profaned, 
reverence  and  obedience  to  Jehovah  were  laid  afide* 
the  priefts  and  Levites  joined  the  bulk  of  the  people 
in  the  revolt,  the  external  beauty  of  their  worfhip 
was  loft,  and  exchanged  for  the  mod  odious  fuperfti* 
tion  and  abominable  pra&rces.  What  complicated 
wickedjpfs  is  contained  in  fuch  conduct,  which  exhi- 
bits {gpview  the  vileft  ingratitude,  the  mod  infolent 
pride,  the  mod  fottifh  ftupidity,  and  the  higheft  con- 
tempt of  God's  fupreme  authority  and  multiplied  fa- 
vours ! It  deferves  our  fpecial  attention,  that  the 

hiftory  of  the  pofterity  of  Jacob,  to  which  I  have  now 
.  referred,  is  a  mirror .  which  holds  up  our  character 
and  behaviour,  and  reprefents  them  to  the  life.  Like 
them,  brethren,  in  numberlefs  inftances,  as  a  church 
and  nation,  and  as  individuals,  we  have  rebelled 
againft  the  Lord,  who  hath  nourilhed  and  brought 
us  up.  Our  iniquities  teftify  againft  us,  and  bear 
evidence  to  the  truth  and  juftice  of  this  heavy  charge, 
with  which  it  becomes  us  to  be  deeply  affe&ed. 

3  The  ox  knoweth  his  owner,  and  the  afs  his 
mafters  crib  ;  but  Ifraei  doth  not  know,  my 
people  doth  not  confider. 

In  thefe  words  the  fubje&  contained  in  the  former 
verfe  is  amplified  and  illuftrated,  the  infeniibility  and 
ungrateful  conduQ:  of  the  profefling  people  of  God  i» 
.  reprefented,  as  worfe  than  that  of  the  mod  ftupid  ani- 
mals toward  thofe  who  feed  them.  The  ox  and  the 
afs,  though  deftitute  of  underftanding,  and  thofe  ad- 
mirable 
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mirable  powers  whereby  men  are  diftinguifhed  from 
the  inferior  creation,  feem  to  exceed  us  in  fagacity  on 
many  occafions,  and  from  them  we  receive  many  in- 
ftruftive  leffons.  TTie  ox,  though  a  dull  heavy  ani- 
mal, the  afs,  though  to  a  proverb  remarkable  for  its 
ftupidity,  yet  know  their  owners  who  are  kind  to 
them,  and  the  crib  of  their  mailers  where  they  are 
fed.  There  is  a  peculiar  force  in  the  companion, 
wherein  the  blefled  God  defcribes  his  people,  as  afting 
not  only  beneath  their  dignity,  but  in  a  manner  worfe 
than  the  beafts,  even  the  moil  ftupid  among  them. 
Though  thefe  creatures  are  fed,  not  for  their  own  but 
for  their  mailers  benefit ;  though  they  are  not  treated 
as  children,'  but  as  beafts  of  burden ;  though  they 
are  deftitute  of  reafon,  and  oppreffed  with  labours ; 
yet  they  are  not  infeniible  to  their  benefactors,  and 
the  kindnefs  (hewn  them:  whereas  the  poflerity  of 
Ifirael,  admitted,  by  the  favour  of  God,  to  be  his  pe- 
culiar people,  and  promoted  to  the  higheft  dignity, 
acknowledged  not  the  Lord  their  God,  but  forgot 
him,  and  defpifed  his  commandments.  A  Heathen 
writer  obferves*  M  That  men  endued  with  the  noble 
w  gift  of  reafon  on  that  account  far  excel  all  the  brute 
"  creation;  and  therefore  it  becomes  them  to  labour 
u  with  their  utmoft  vigour,  not  to  pafs  their  life  in 
filence  as  cattle,  which  nature  hath  formed  grovel- 
ling, and  fubjeft  to  the  belly*."  In  the  language 
of  a  Chriftian,  it  becomes  them  to  employ  their  rea- 
fon in  acknowledging  God  their  Maker,  in  diligently 
tracing  effefts  to  their  caufes,  in  prudently  attending 
to  the  connection  of  the  means  with  the  ends  to 
which  they  ought  to  be  fubfervient. To  this  be- 
coming exercife  let  us  be  excited  by  all  the  bleffings  of 
divine  providence  we  enjoy ;  and,  in  a  peculiar  man- 
ner, let  the  people  of  God,  whom  he  hath  redeemed 
by  the  blood  of  his  Son,  created  for  himfelf  that 
they  may  {hew  forth  his  praife,  and  enriched  with  the 

*  Salluft.  cap.  1.  Bell.  Catfl. 

E  manifold 


«c 


36  LECTURES  on  mi         Chap,  t 

manifold  bleffings  of  his  grace,  employ  themfelves 
with  reverence  and  gratitude  in  his  fervice,  and  the 
pleafing  contemplation  of  his  glory. 

But  Ifrael  doth  not  know,  my  people  doth  not  con/ider. 
The  knowledge  here  meant  muft  be  that  which  is  at- 
tended with  love,  approbation,  and  delight,  in  which 
fenfe  it  muft  be  underftood  in  feveral  places  of  fcrip- 
ture ;   as  where  it  is  faid,  *  The  Lord  knoweth  the 

*  way  of  the  righteous  V  /.  e.  he  approves  of  it,  and 
delights  in  it.  The  confideration  here  mentioned  is 
nearly  of  the  fame  import  with  the  knowledge  fpoken 
of,  and  intimately  conne&ed  with  it ;  denoting  that 
ferious  meditation,  frequent  recollection,  and  affec- 
tionate remembrance,  which  is  often  Inculcated  in 
the  word  of  God!  This  is  the  important  duty  re- 
commended to  Ifrael  by  Samuel  the  prophet,  where 
he  thus  fpeaks,  c  Confider  how  great  things  the  Lord 

*  hath  done  for  you  j-/  Several  ancient  verfions  agree 
in  adding  the  word  me  to  this  verfe  J  ;  which  points 
out  the  obje&  of  this  knowledge  and  confideration, 
the  perfon  correfponding  to  the  proprietor  and  ma- 
iler fpoken  of  in  the  foregoing  words,  namely  the 
bleffed  God  bimfelf.  The  import  then  of  the  charge 
contained  in  this  verfe  feems  to  be,  that  Ifrael,  whom 
Jehovah  had  chofen  from  among  ail  the  nations  of 
the  earth  to  be  his  peculiar  people,  did  not  love, 
honour,  and  worfhip  him,  their  conftant  Preferver, 
their  generous  Benefaftor,  and  fupreme  Lord,  from 
whofe  unmerited  bounty  all  their  comforts  flowed, 
and  on  whom  all  their  falvation  depended.  They 
did  not  contemplate  his  glory,  they  did  not  medi- 
tate on  his  wonderful  works,  they  did  not  highly 
efteem  his  favour,  they  were  not  afraid  of  his 
righteous  difpleafure,  nor  did  they  view  him  as 
the  glorious  Author  of  all  the  profperity  and  fafety 
they  enjoyed.     By  their  ingratitude,  idolatry,  and 

*  Pfal.  i.  6.  f  i  Sam.  xil.  24.  %  See  Dr.  Lowth'a 

Note  on  the  words. 
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other  finful  practices,  they  renounced  the  facred  obli- 
gations whereby  they  were  bound  to  ftudy  the  know- 
ledge and  obedience  of  the  Living  God.  He  had  not 
dealt  with  any  nation  as  with  them,  having  preferved 
them  by  his  kind  providence,  he  inftrufted  them  by  his 
fervants  in  the  knowledge  of  their  duty,  he  intruded 
them  with  his  holy  laws,  promifed  and  reprefented  to 
them  in  figures  and  types,  that  great  falvation  which 
the  Mefliah  was  to  obtain  for  all  people  in  the  fulnefs 
of  time.  What  amazing  ftupidity  and  ingratitude 
thus  to  requite  the  Lord,  who  by  his  benefits  excited 

them  to  know  and  confider  him ! Let  us  not  think 

that  this  conduft  was  peculiar  to  God's  ancient  people. 
In  nothing  do  we  more  refemble  them,  than  in. their 
indifference  toward  God,  their  infenfibility  of  the  di- 
vine goodnefs,  and  ingratitude  for  his  mercies.  If  we 
are  acquainted  with  our  hearts,  and  attentive  to  our 
conduct:  as  individuals,  we  will  acknowledge  the  refem- 
blance  ;  and  if  we  confider  our  character  and  beha- 
viour as  a  people,  we  mull  fee  that  the  charge  I  have 
opened  may  be  brought  againft  us  with  equal  jufiice, 
as  againft  thofe  to  whom  it  was  primarily  dire&ed  *. 

4  Ah  finful  nation,  a  people  laden  with  ini- 
quity, a  feed  of  evil  doer?,  children  that  are 
corrupters,  they  have  forfaken  the  Lord,  they 
have  provoked  the  Holy  One  of  Ifrael  unto  an- 
ger, they  are  gone  away  backward. 

*  Should  the  iUiiftrations  here  given  of  this  paflage  of  fenpture 
appear  feeble  and  inadequate  to  the  importance  of  the  fubjedt, 
the  Author,  fully  fenfible  of  the  juitice  01  this  remark,  begs  leave 
to  inform  the  candid  Reader,  that  this  is  the  lirib  chapter  of  the 
Bible  of  which  he  tried  to  give  an  cxpofition.  Though  this  part 
of  his  commentary  might  have  been  much  improved,  he  determined, 
for  reafoos  that  feemed  to  him  fufficlcnt,  to  prefent  thefe  Lectures 
to  the  world  in  nearly  the  fame  drefs  in  which  they  were  delivered 
from  the  pulpit.  With  this  apology  he  truils  that  at  lead  fome  of 
his  Readers  will  be  fatisfied.  Of  thofe  who  may  it  ill  complain,  he 
wifhes  that  fome  pcrfon  of  fuperior  abilities  may  be  induced  ta 
write  a  better  expoiition  of  thefe  prophecies. 

After 
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After  the  fublime  introduction  recorded  in  the 
foregoing  verfes,  the  prophet  begins  bis  difcourfe 
with  an  afffefting  defcriprion  of  the  deplorable  ftate 
of  the  Jewifti  natioi^  refpe&ing  their  moral  condudt. 
On  this  fubjeCt  he  enters,  in  the  form  of  a  complaint 
or  lamentation,  with  a  mixture  of  juft  indignation, 
exprefled  by  the  word  Ah.  In  this  fenfe  the  prpphet 
Ezekiel  ufes  this  expreffion,  where  he  thus  fpeaks, 
4  Ah  Lord  God,  wilt  thou  make  a  full  end  of  the 
4  remnant  of  Ifrael  *  ?'  ■  ■  Ifaiah  addrefies  them  ui*- 
der  various  defcriptions,  finful  nation,  devoted  to  the 
practice  of  iniquity,  and  addi&ed  to  every  fpecies  of 
tranfgreffion.  Though  God  had  adopted  them  to  be 
his  children,  exalted  them  to  heaven  in  privileges, 
and  commanded  them  to  be  holy  as  he  is  holy,  they 
committed  with  greedinefs  all  manner  of  iniquity,, 
infomuch  that  as  a  people  they  richly,  dcfenred  this 
character.  Viewing  them  in  their  national  capacity 
as  rulers,  and  thofe  that  were  ruled,  as  teachers,  ana 
thofe  that  were  taught,  one  with  another,  in  refpeft 
to  the  worfhip  of  God,  the  adminiftration  of  juftice* 
the  practice  of  righteoufnefs  and  charity,  this  was 
a  juft  defcription.  What  fhame  and  reproach  does 
this  chara&er  reflett  on  that  people,  who  were  in- 
debted to  God  for  exrlting  them  above  others,  de- 
livering them  from  the  hands  of  their  enemies,  and 
entering  them  into  covenant  with  himfelf !  How  very 
different  their  condition  from  what  it  would  have 
been,  had  they  obeyed  the  voice  of  the  Lord,  and 
kept  his  teftimonies  !  Inftead  of  a  finful  nation,  tbey 
would  have  been  a  peculiar  treafure  unto  him  above 
all  people,  a  kingdom  of  priefts,  and  a  holy  nation. 
The  prophet  farther  characterizes  them,  as 

A  people  laden  with  iniquity*  As  the  corruption 
and  wickednefs  which  crept  in  among  this  people  was 
very  extenfive,  and  pervaded  all  ranks,  fo  it  was  ex- 
ceedingly aggravated.     Sin  is  here  reprefented,  with 

*  Ezek.  si.  j  3* 

great 
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great  propriety,  as  a  burden  which  vexes  the  con* 
ioenccs  of  men,  oppreffes  their  minds,  retards  them, 
in  the  performance  of  their  duty,  and  by  its  infup* 
portable  weight  is  ready  to  crufh  them  to  the  lowed 
helL     Under  this  grievous  load  the  whole  creation. 
is  faid  to  groan  and  travail  in  pain  even  until  now  j 
and  thofe  who  are  fenfible  of  it  complain,  that  it  is, 
by  far  too  heavy  for  them  to  bear.     Laden  with  this 
intolerable  weight,  they  mud  have  been  in  a  moft  de- 
plorable condition,  groaning  under  the  moft  wretched 
Servitude*  apprehenfive  of  being  vifited  by  the  fevereft 
calamities.— -A  feed  of  evil  (biers,  the  degenerate  off- 
fpring  of  parents  who  were  eminent  in  tranfgreilion, 
the  fenrants  of  divers  hills  and  pleafures.    They  were 
defcended  from  thofe  who  did  the  works  of  their  fa- 
ther the  devil,  and  diftinguiihed  themfelves  by  their 
penrerfe  continuance  in  evil  doing.    Unaffe£bed  with, 
the  divine  goodnefs,  unawed  by  the  divine  authority, 
unconcerned  about  approaching  judgments,  like  their 
fathers,  they  walked  in  the  counfels  of  their  evil- 
hearts,  gratifying  their  unfubdued  corrupt  difpofi- 
dons*     Of  the  juitice  of  this  chara&er  the  writings 
of  Mofes  and  the  prophets  afford  us  many  lamentable 
proofs,  which  I  reckon  unnecefiary  at  prefent  to  ad* 
toot*— —Children  that  are  corrupters^  degenerated 
from  the  faith  and  practices  of  their  renowned  an- 
ceftors,  and  fo  widely  different  from  their  pious 
forefathers,  that  they  could  no  lopger  be  known  for 
the  pofterity  of  Abraham,  Ifaac,  and  Jacob.    Having 
become  corrupt  themfelves,  they  alfo  corrupted  others  5 
the  fatal  influence  of  their  bad  example,  like  a  dan- 
gerous contagion,  extended  itfelf  far  and  wide.  They 
were  not  only  finners  before  God  themfelves,  but 
they  were  the  feducers  of  others ;  they  were  not  only 
aduated  by  the  god  of  this  world,  but  they  were  be- 
come agents  who  were  employed   in  his  intereft. 
This  chara&er  correfponds  to  the  hiftory  in  which 
we  read,   4  That  under  the  reign  of  Jotham  the 

*  people 
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*  people  did  yet  corruptly*.'  In  what  follows,  the 
prophet  ftill  rifes  in  the  defcription  of  the  corrupt 
ftate  of  the  Jewifh  nation. 

They  have  forfaken  the  Lord.  They  fhamefully 
deferted  from  their  allegiance  to  the  God  of  their 
fathers,  who  had  loaded  them  with  innumerable 
benefits ;  they  wickedly  bur  ft  afunder  thofe  power- 
ful  obligations  wheTeby  he  had  bound  them  to  his 
fervice ;  they  went  aftray  from  his  bleffed  ways,  and 
ferved  the  blinded  idols  of  other  nations,  prefer- 
ring them  to  God  bleffed  for  evermore.  Thus 
c  they  committed  .  two  great  evils,  forfaking  the 
4  fountain  of.  living   waters,    and   hewing  out  to 

*  themfelves  broken  cifterns  that  could  hold  no  wa- 
4  ter  f  / "  In  this  manner— —they  provoke d  the  Holy  One 
of  Ifrael  to  anger.  The  character  here  mentioned  is 
frequently  given  to  God  by  the  prophets,  and  parti- 
cularly by  liaiah  in  this  prophecy.  Hereby  he  is  dif- 
tinguilhed  from  the  falfe  gods  of  the  nations ;  the 
infinite  purity  of  his  nature  is  expreffed,  and  his  in- 
timate connection  with  his  people  is  pointed  our.  He 
is  perfectly  holy,  the  great  principle  and  pattern  of 
all  true  holinefs  among  men.  He  is  holy  in  all  his 
works,  in  all  the  difpenfations  of  his  providence,  and 
in  all  the  judgments  of  his  mouth,  which  bear  the 
impreffion  of  nis  untainted  purity.  He  is  the  Holy 
One  of  Ifrael,  who  fet  them  apart  for  himfelf  as  his 
peculiar  treafure,  ,who  ftriftly  prohibited  every  im- 
purity among  them,  and  tcftified  his  righteous  dif- 
pleafure  againft  every  fpecies  of  tranfgreffion  which 
they  committed.  He  was  fan&ified  among  them  by  that 
worfliip  which  was  performed  in  the  beauty  of  holi- 
nefs, and  he  was  honoured  by  that  fanctity  of  man- 
ners which  is  the  diftinguilhing  badge  of  his  upright 
fervants.  This  Holy  One  they  provoked  to  anger, 
by  blafpheming  his  name,  neglefting  his  ordinances, 
breaking  his  commandments,  and  following  the  cor- 

•  *  2  Chron.  xxvli,  2.  f  Jcr.  ii.  13. 
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nipt  cuftoms  of  the  nations  around  them.  Thus  they  in- 
curred his  difpleafure,  and  rejected  him  with  contempt. 
To  conclude  this  affeding  defcription,  it  is  added— — 
they  are  gone  away  backward.  They  alienated  them- 
felves  from  the  fervice  of  that  gracious  God,  who  in- 
vited them  to  facred  intercourfe  with  him,  and  gave 
them  the  molt  falutary  counfels.  They  turned  to  him 
die  back,  and  not  the  face,  who  called  them  to  glory 
and  virtue,  in  the  enjoyment  of  whofe  favour  their 
higheft  happinefs  confided.  Inflead  of  making  pro- 
grefs  in  obedience,  and  advancing  in  conformity  to 
the  will  of  God,  they  entered  into  crooked  paths  of 
their  own,  and  went  fall  backward,  until  they  arrived 
at  a  ftate  of  lamentable  ignorance,  idolatry,  and 

wickednefs. Such  is  the  affefting  representation 

the  prophet  gives  of  the  whole  jewiih  nation,  which 
exa&ly  correfponds  with  the  hiftory  of  the  times  of 
Ahaz.  Under  the  government  of  that  wicked  prince, 
they  grievoufly  revolted  from  God,  the  fah&uary  of 
the  Moft  High  was  neglected,  the  temple  was  fpoiled 
of  its  ornaments,  facrifices  were  offered  to  idols,  and 
every  fpecies  of  abominable  idolatry  was  pra&ifed,  fo 
that  we  read,  4  They  tranfgreffed  fore  againft  the 
c  Lord  V  ■  And  is  it  not  too  obvious,  brethren,  to 
require  a  proof,  that  this  defcription  of  the  Jewifh  na- 
tion is  in  fome  meafure  applicable  to  us  ?  Are  not 
we  a  finful  nation,  who  have  forfaken  the  Lord,  and 
gone  away  backward  ?  Our  iniquities  give  incontest- 
able evidence  of  the  juftice  of  the  chara&er.  Deeply 
affe&ed  with  a  fenfe  of  our  fins,  whereby  we  have  pro- 
voked to  anger  the  Holy  One  of  Ifrael,  let  us,  with 
humility  of  heart,  return  unto  the  Lord,  that  be  may 
remember  with  us  his  covenant,  and  not  call  us  away, 
nor  utterly  deftroy  us. 

5  Why  fhould  ye  be  ftricken  any  more  ?  ye 
will  revolt  more  and  more :  the  whole  head  u 
lick,  and  the  whole  heart  faint. 

*  2  Chron*  xxviii.  19. 
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The  prophet,  in  the  name  of  God,  here  expoftu- 
•lates  wilk  the  finful  nation  defcribed  in  the  preceding 
"verfe,  concerning  their  folly  and  danger.  Various 
•methods  had  been  tried  without  fuccefc,  to  overcome 
the  obftinacy  of  this  rebellious,  perfidious  people. 
They  had  not  only  been  treated  with  the  moft  tender 
indulgence,  but  they  had  been  chaftened  feverely 
vith  rods,  and  weakened  with  ftripes,  to  bring  them 
to  a  better  temper  and  pra&ice :  but  far  from  being 
-reformed  by  the  means  employed  for  that  purpofe, 
they  grew  more  hardened  in  their  wickednefs,  and 
more  dbftinate  in  their  tranfgreffions,  whereby  they 
jexpofed  themfelves  to  the  moll  fevere  judgments.  To 
.  froufe  their  attention,  and  alarm  their  fears,  the  in- 
quiry is  propofed,  Why  Jhould  ye  i?e  Jiricken  any 
more  t  Why  are  you  fo  ftupid  and  carelefs,  as  not  to 
-confider  the  procuring  caufes  of  your  calamities,  that 
you  may  avoid  them  ?  and  why  do  you  go  on  in  your 
trefpaffes,  that  will  expofe  you  to  ruin  ?  Do  you  not 
fee,  that  the  affli&ive  evils  which  have  befallen  you 
fcave  been  the  fruits  of  your  tranfgreffions  ?  And  if 
you  are  fenfible  of  this  as  you  ought  j  it  betrays  the 
mod  extreme  folly  to  perfift  in  thefe -crimes,  which 
tender  more  fevere  judgments  necefTary  to  bring  you 
back  to  -God  and  your  duty.  Why  have  you  become 
incorrigible  under  the  difpenfations  of  divine  provi- 
dence, and  worfe  by  the  very  means  employed  to 
-make  you  better  ?  It  is  highly  proper  and  neceflary, 
that  you  -ferioufly  confider  what  anfwer  you  can  give 
to  fuch  a  feafonable  and  interefting  inquiry,  that  you 
mfcy  be  fenfible  of  your  wickednefs,  perverfity,  and 
Hwetchednefs. 

Te  will  revolt  more  and  more.  Thefe  words  defcribe 
the  perverfe  difpofition  of  thofe  to  whom  they  were 
directed.  They  had  already  apoftatized  from  the 
worfliip  and  fervice  of  the  Living  God,  who  had 
thaftened  them  in  various  ways,  to  .reduce  them  to 
a  dutiful  fubje&ion  to  hi?  authority.  .Their  hearts, 
however,  inftead  of  being  fbftened  by  the  chaftife- 

'  ment* 
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ments  they  received,  became  more  obdurate ;  and 
their  corruptions,  far  from  being  fubdued,  acquired 
new  ftrength  and  vigour.  Their  conduft,  far  from 
being  reformed  and  improved,  rofe  to  new  degrees 
of  impiety  and  wickednefs ;  in  which  they  were  fo 
confirmed,  that,  though  repeatedly  ftricken,  they  re- 
volted the  farther  from  God,  and  alienated  themfelves 
the  more  from  his  fervice. This  fhews  the  immi- 
nent danger  to  which  revolting  from  God,  our  rightful 
Sovereign,  moft  certainly  expofes  thofe  who,  through 
evil  hearts  of  unbelief,  depart  from  him.  In  its  firft 
beginnings,  which  frequently  commence  with  the  ne- 
gled  of  fome  divine  infiitution,  or  the  omiflion  of 
fome  commanded  duty,  of  no  great  apprehended  con- 
fequence,  it  is  viewed  as  a  trivial  matter,  in  which  no 
farther  progrefs  for  a  time  is  intended.  But  men  do 
not  commonly  ftop  here :  their  deceitful  and  defpe- 
rately  wicked  hearts,  being  withdrawn  from  God,' 
are  quickly  attached  to  the  pleafures  of  fin  fuited  to 
their  corrupt  appetites ;  and  their  afFe&ions,  engrpff- 
cd  by  hurtfiil  obje&s,  lead  them  ftill  farther  from 
him,  until  they  are  fo  accuftomed  to  their  evil  ways, 
that  they  remain  indifferent  under  the  moft  alarming 
judgments.  Progrefs  in  revolt  is  down-hill,  and  fre- 
quently proves  both  eafy  and  rapid.  This  was  the 
unhappy  condition  of  the  Jewifli  nation,  as  plainly  inti- 
mated in  the  expreffion  before  us,  Te  will  revolt  more 
and  more.  Being  fet  up  as  a  beacon,  to  warn  us  of 
the  awful  danger  of  departing  from  the  Living  God, 
keeping  them  fully  in  our  view,  let  us  beware  of  fol- 
lowing the  ruinous  courfe  which  they  fteered,  from 
which  neither  the  mercies  nor  judgments  of  Go4 
could  detain  them. 

The  whole  bead  isjick.  In  this,  and  the  following 
expreffions,  the  external  calamitous  (late  of  the  Jcwifh 
nation  is  defcrtbed.  The  reprefentation  is  borrowed 
from  the  diftreffed  condition  of  one  covered  with 
wounds,  'affli&ed  with  putrifying  fores,  whofe  head 
is  paiued,  whofe  heart  is  faint,  whofe  members  are  • 

f  bruited* 
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bruifed,  and  whofe  diftemper,  preying  on  the  inward 
parts,  threatens  to  be  mortal.  The  figure  is  inftruc-. 
tive,  and  ufed  by  the  moft  elegant  profane  writers. 
The  words  then  mull  be  explained  not  in  their  literal, 
but  in  their  metaphorical  fenfe,  in  order  to  our  un- 

derftanding  them  aright. In  this  view,  by  the  head 

may  be  meant,  the  -king,  the  princes,  and  governors 
of  the  people,  who  were  the  chief  and  leading  menjri 
the  nation.  Thefe  are,  with  great  propriety,  called 
the  head9  as  they  were  exalted  above  others  to  hor 
nour  and  dignity  ;  and  to  them  it  belonged  to  direft 
and  confult,  for  the  benefit  of  the  whole  body  of  the 
people.  The  wftble  head  is  faid  to  have  been  fick, 
no  part  of  it  remained  found  and  free  from  diftempers, 
but  the  whole  was  become  feeble  and  difeafed,  in  a 
ftate  of  languor  and  imbecility,  totally  indifpofed  for 
rightly  performing  the  part  incumbent  on  it  to  ad. — - 
And  the  whole  heart  faint.  The  heart  literally  denotes 
that  part  of  the  human  frame  which  is  the  fource  of 
life  and  motion.  In  the  figurative  fenfe,  in  which  it  is 
here  to  be  underftood,  the  high  prieft,  the  priefts,  and 
fanhedrim,  may  be  intended,  who  were  to  the  Jewifh 
nation  what  the  heart  is  to  the  natural  body,  giving 
life  and  vigour  to  all  its  operations,  and  without  whom 
their  church  and  ftate  would  have  been  deftitute  of 
beauty  and  regular  motion.  The  whole  heart  is  faid 
to  have  been  faint,  reduced  to  a  very  feeble  and  lan- 
guid condition,  incapable  of  performing  its  proper 
functions  for  the  benefit  of  the  body.  We  all  know, 
that  the  conne&ion  between  the  head  and  the  heart 
is  very  intimate ;  fo  that  what  indifpofes  the  one  af- 
fe&s  the  other,  and  will  be  fpon  felt  through  the 
whole  frame,  as  is  plainly  affirmed  in  the  next  yerfe. 

6  From  the  fole  of  the  foot  even  unto  the 

head,  there  is  no  foundncTs  in  it ;  but  wounds, 

and  bruifes,  and  putrifying  fores:    they  have 

not  been  clofed,  neither  bound  up,  neither  molr 

lifted  with  ointment. 

Th? 
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The  affe&ing  defcription  of  the  calamitous  ftate  of 
the  Jewifli  nation,  begun  in  the  preceding  verfe,  is 
here  continued.  The  whole  body  of  the  people,  all 
the  members  of  the  community,  in  a  figurative  fenfe, 
were  difeafed,  wounded,  and  bruifed,  by  the  righteous ' 
judgments  of  God,  which  were  inflicted  upon  them 
io  univerfally,  that  neither  the  higheft  orders,  nor 
the  lowed  ranks  among  them  were  Exempted.  Se- 
veral expreflions  are  ufed,  to  reprefent  the  various 
diftreffing  calamities  wherewith  they  were  vifited, 
the  lamentable  effe&s  of  their  apoftacy  from  God, 
and  the  fad  evidences  of  his  juft  difpleafufe.  The 
very  vitals  of  their  conftitution  were  hurt,  by  the  chaf- 
tifements  they  had  received.  They  were  dangeroufly 
bruifed,  by  their  fall  from  their  former  ftate  of  ex- 
altation and  dignity.  Sores  had  appeared  on  them, 
vrhich  had  the  mod  painful  and  dangerous  afpeft; 
and,  if  not  cured  by  a  fldlful  hand,  threatened  the 
very  deftru&ion  of  the  nation.  Viewing  them  as  indi- 
viduals, their  judgments  were  perverted  by  prejudices, 
their  underftandings  were  darkened  through  igno- 
rance, their  hearts  were  hardened  through  the  deceit- 
fiilnefs  of  (in,  their  affeftions  were  become  earthly 
and  fenfual,  nor  did  any  faculty,  of  their  minds  efcape 
the  infection  of  fin.  Thefe  inward  diftempers  difco- 
vered  their  baneful  influence  through  their  whole  con- 
duit, in  the  manner  we  have  heard  ;  in  confequence 
of  which,  their  outward  condition  aflumed  a  very 
alarming  appearance,  whilft  proper  care  was  not 
taken  to  get  their  diftreffes  cured,  and  their  calamities 

removed. This,  brethren,  affords  a  juft  reprefen- 

tation  df  our  fpiritual  ftate,  until  the  Lord,  who 
hcaleth  all  our  difeafes,  cure  our  fpiritual  maladies, 
redeem  our  lives  from  deftru&ion,  and  crown  us  with 
loving  kindnefs  and  tender  mercy.  Let  us  therefore 
apply  to  him,  whofe  (kill  and  ability  no  diftemper, 
however  inveterate,  could  ever  reproach,  that  he 
may  give  us  that  relief  he  is  infinitely  able  to  be- 
ftow. 

Tbey 
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They  have  not  been  clofed,  neither  bound  uj>y  neither 
mollified  with  ointment.  No  effectual  remedy,  had 
been  properly  applied.  That  wounds  may  be  healed, 
it  is  neceffary  that  they  be  carefully  clofed  and  filled 
up ;  that  bruifes  may  be  healed,  it  is  needful  that  they 
be  tenderly  bound  up ;  -and  in  order  to  putrifying 
fores  being  cured,  they  mud  be  foftened  with  proper 
ointments.  As  it  is  in  the  natural,  fo  it  is  in  the  por 
litical  body,  with  regard  to  which  each  of  thefe  me* 
thods,  here  referred  to,  mull  be  tried,  in  expe&ation 
of  removing  the  diforders  of  the  date..  The  wound* 
made  by  difcords  and  divifions  mud  be  clofed,  the 
bruifes  received  by  falls  from  former  eminence  and 
dignity  mull  be  bound  up,  and  the  putrifying  fore? 
that  have  ^rifen  from  a  difeafed  conditution  ought  to 
be  treated  with  much  lenity  and  attention,  that  the  body 
politic  may  be  reftored  to  foundnefs.  All  thefe  falu- 
tary  meafures,  we  are  informed,  had  been  negle&ed, 
with  refpeft  to  Judah,  in  the  days  of  Ahaz,  to  which 

period  this  defcription  feems»efpecially  to  refer. *> 

This  portrait,  to  which  I  am  unwilling  any  longer 

to  fix  your  attention,  prefents  to  your  view  a  very 

moving  fpe&acle.     An  individual    of  our    fpecie* 

placed  before  our  eyes  literally  in  this  deplorable  con- 

■  dition,  would  doubtlefs  afFedl  the  raoft  infenfible  heart 

in  this  afiembly ,  and  bring  tears  from  the  eyes  of  not 

a  few.     But  we  have  now  been  furveying  a  far  more 

diftrefling  fcene  than  this ;  a  whole  nation  affli&ed 

with  the  mod:  complicated  evils,  oppreffed  with  the 

mod  grievous  calamities,   without  fo  much  as  one 

friendly   hafid   dretched   out   to    adminifter    relief. 

Surely  the  contemplation  of  fuch  an  objeft  ought  to 

excite  your  compaflion,  efpecially  when  you  recoiled, 

that  this  affeding  defcription,  in  its  figurative  fenfe, 

is  judly  applicable  to  our  fpiritual  condition,  until 

the  loving  kindnefs  of  JGod  our  Saviour  appear,  in 

working  our  falvation,  in  healing  the  difeafes  of  our 

fouls,  and  anointing  us  with  the  oil  of  gladnefs. 

7  Your 


Ver.  7.      PROPHECIES  op  ISAIAH.  <# 

7  Your  country  is  defolate,  your  cities  ar* 
burnt  with  fire :  your  land  ftrangers  devour  it  in 
your  pretence,  and  it  is  defolate  as  overthrown 
by  ftrangers. 

The  external  calamitous  condition  of  the  land  of 
Judah  is  in  this  verfe  farther  reprefented.— - — Tour 
country  is  defolate*  The  Hebrew  word  rendered  defolate 
is  emphatical,  and  fignifies  defolation ;  and  fo  the  ex- 
predion  imports,  that  the  country  was  fo  completely 
laid  wafte  that  it  was  become  a  perfefit  defolation.  This 
general  proportion  is  ill  u  ft  rated  in  what  follows,  which 
feems  intended  to  fet  forth  the  univerfal  deftru&ion 
that  had  overfpread  the  land.— —Tour  cities  are  burnt 
VHtbfire*   They  have  not  only  been  depopulated,  and 
fpoiled  of  their  riches  and  ornaments  by  your  enemies, 
but  they  are  confmned  by  the  fires  kindled  by  the 
rage  and  fury  of  your  invaders,  and  now  lie  buried 
in  ruins.— -Your  land  ftrangers  devour  it  in  your 
frtfence*    Your  grounds,  which  fhauld  have  fupplied 
your  families  with  food, .are  ravaged  by  ftrangers, 
who  have  come  in  among  you,  in  your  very  fight, 
without  regard  to  your  being  the  witneffes  of  their 
condu£t.    Your  fruitful  fields,  which  were  the  beauty 
and  riches  of  your  country,  now  lie  uncultivated  and 
barren ;    and   your   vineyards,  which  afforded  you 
abundance  of  wine  and  oil,  are  become  like  an  un- 
fruitful defert.— — -A nd  it  is  defolate  as  overthrown  by 
ftrangers.     Your  cities  and  fields  every  where  bear 
the  marks  of  the  unrelenting  fury  and  hoftile  power 
of  thofe  ftrangers  who  entered  your  country,  with  a 
view  to  fpoil  and  rapine,  and  were  employed  in  fpread- 
ing  detraction  wherever  they  came.     The  Bilhop  of 
London  renders  this  claufe,  "  As  if  destroyed  by  an 
44  inundation,'9  occafioned  by  a  great  fall  of  rain, 
which,  caufing  a  flood,  fpreads  a  general  defolation 
through  the  land.     In  either  view,  the  expreffion  is 
evidently  intended,  to  fhew  the  terrible  extenfive  ef- 
fects of  the  powerful  invafion  which  had  entered  the 

land 
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land  of  Judah,  and  made  dreadful  devaftation  through 
the  whole  country. 

This  description  of  the  defolate  ruined  ftate  of  that 
once  happy  land  agrees  with  the  time  of  Ahaz,  when 
Judea  was  ravaged  by  the  invafion  of  Ifrael,  by  Sy- 
rians from  the  nortn,  the  Edomites  from  the  fouth, 
and  the  Philiftines  from  the  weft.  At  that  time  we 
are  informed,  '  That  the  land  was  fpoiled,  the  cities 

*  were  poffeffed'by  their  enemies,  hundred  thoufands 

*  of  the  inhabitants  were  led  captive,  and  one  hun- 

*  dred  and  twenty  thoufand  were  flain  in  one  day  V— * 
How  awful  does  the  Almighty  appear  in  the  execution 
of  his  righteous  judgment !  How  dangerous  is  apoftacy 
from  God,  which  expofes  both  to  temporal  and  fpi- 
ritual  calamities ;  and  brings  down  the  dreadful  ef- 
fe&s  of  his  difpleafure,  not  only  on  our  perfons,  and 
the  ftate  to  which  we  belong,  but  alfo  on  the  land  in 
which  we  dwell !  On  account  of  the  fins  of  them  that 
dwell  therein,  the  Lord  God  Omnipotent  c  turneth 

*  rivers  into  a  wildernefs,  the*  water-fprings  into  dry 

*  ground,  and  a  fruitful  field  into  barrennefs  j-.' 
This  affefting  confideration  ought  to  teach  us,  to 
ftand  in  awe,  and  not  to  fin ;  to  beware  of  provok- 
ing him  to  anger,  who  can  fave  and  dcflroy  to  the 
uttermoft. 

8  And  thfe  daughter  of  Zion  is  left  as  a  cot- 
tage in  a  vineyard,  as  a  lodge  in  a  garden  of  cu- 
cumbers, as  a  befieged  city. 

The  very  folitaf  y  and  defolate  conditioii  of  the  chief 
city  of  Judea  is  here  illuftrated  by  three  fimilitudes.— 
And  the  daughter  of  Zion  is  left  as  a  cottage  in  a  vine-' 
yard.  Zion  was  the  name  of  a  mountain  fituated  on 
the  north  of  Jerufalem,  on  which  part  of  that  beauti- 
ful city  was  built,  And  on  which  flood  the  magnificent 
temple  of  the  Lord.    By  a  figure  in  fpeech,  frequently 

*  2  Chron.  xxriiL  f  Pfal.  cvii.  33,  34. 
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ufed  in  the  Hebrew  language,  the  inhabitants  of  a  city 
or  country  are  called  its  daughter.  Hence  we  read  of 
the  daughter  of  Edom,  of  Tyre,  Babylon,  and  here 
of  Zion.  This  once  flourifliing  and  holy  city,  the 
capital  of  Judea,  was  now  reduced  to  fuch  a  low  and 
defpicable  conditio^,  that  it  refembled  a  little  tempo- 
rary hut  made  of  turf,  branches  of  trees,  and  the 
like  materials,  in  a  vineyard,  where  the  fruits  were 
in  danger  of  being  fpoiled  or  ftolen,  in  order  to  fhel- 
ter  the  keeper  from  the  weather  during  the  time  the 

fruits  were  ripening. This  once  beautiful   city, 

the  joy  of  the  whole  earth,  was  become  like  a  lodge  in 
a  garden  of  cucumbers  ;  which  were  anciently  much 
efteemed,  and  cultivated  by  the  Egyptians  and  the 
Ifraelites,  The  lodge  mentioned,  being  built  merely  for 
the  convenience  of  the  gardener,  and  not  for  ornament,, 
had  a  very  mean  and  infignificant  appearance,  and 
was  an  object  that  was  generally  overlooked  and  ne- 
glefted ;  and,  on  thefe  accounts,  afforded  a  (hiking  re- 

prefentation  of  Zion,  in  her  folitary  deferted  ftate. 

It  is  farther  compared  to  a  beftcged  city,  around  which 
univerfal  defolation  hath  been  fpread  by"  the  befiegers^ 
that  fo  the  inhabitants  may  derive  no  advantage  from 
the  neighbourhood.  In  this  diftreffed  condition,  they 
are  obliged  to  retire,  if  poflible,  to  other  places  :#  the 
city  ceafes  to  be  frequented  by  ftrangers,  and  becomes 
an  objeft  of  pity,  as  well  as  a. feat  of  danger.  By  thefe 
three  fimilitudes,  the  forlorn  ftate  of  Jerufalem,  in  the 
days  of  Ahaz,  is  reprefented ;  all  of  which  feem  defign- 
ed  to  give  affe&ing  views  of  its  meannefs  and  folitude. 
How  exceedingly  different  muft  Zion  then  have 
been  from  what  it  was  in  the  days  of  David  and  Solo- 
mon, when  the  tribes  of  the  Lord  went  up  to  the  tef- 
timony  of  Ifrael,  to  give  thanks  unto  the  name  of 
the  Lord;  when  filver  and  gold  at  Jerufalenu was 
plenteous  as  ftones,  and  cedar-trees  as  fycamore-trees 
that  are  in  the  vale  for  abundance !  What  an  inftruc- 
tive  warning  does  this  charge  afford,  of  the  extreme 
dapger  of  apoftacy  from  God,  and  the  duties  of  hi$ 

woffhip ! 
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worfhip !  Zion  was  the  city  which  God  had  chofen, 
wherein  he  put  his  name,  and  its  inhabitants  wete  a 
people  near  unto  him,  his  redeemed  ones,  who  were 
oleffed  above  all  other  nations.  They  were  honoured 
with  the  temple,  the  worfliip,  and  oracles  of  Jehovah ; 
they  had  among  them  his  prefence  and  his  prophets ; 
and  they  were  dignified  with  the  names  of  his  glory, 
and  his  ftrength.  Notwithftanding,  when  they  rebel- 
led againft  the  Lord,  he  infli&ed  upon  them  the  moft 
defolating  judgments ;  and  all  their  boafted  privileges 
could  not  fcreen  them  from  deftruftive  calamities. 
*  The  righteous  God  made  them  eat  the  fruit  of  their 
4  own  ways,  and  filled  them  with  their  own  devices, 
4  whilft  fear  and  guilt,  affli&ion  and  forrow,  feized 
4  upon  them.*  Their  fins  were  the  caufes  of  thofe 
wounds  and  bruifes  which  they  received,  and  of 
thofe  putrifying  fores  wherewith  they  were  diftreff- 
ed. — —Being  thus  inftrudted  what  an  evil  and  bitter 
thing  it  is  to  depart  from  the  Lord  our  God,  let  ua 
'  beware  of  following  their  corrupt  example,  left  we 
incur  fmrilar  judgments. 

9  Except  the  LORD  of  hofts  had  left  unto 
us  a  very  fmall  remnant,  we  fhould  have  been 
as  Sodom,  and  we  fhould  have  been  like  unto 
Gomorrah. 

In  thefe  words  the  reafon  is  affigned,  why  the  men 
of  Judah  were  not  wholly  fwallowed  up  by  divine 
judgments.  Such  was  their  wretched  condition,  that, 
unlefs  thfe  Lord  God,  merciful  and  gracious,  had  avert- 
ed  from  them  deferved  calamities,  and  preferved  among 
them  a  few  upright  worftiippers,  their  nation  and 
church  had  been  ruined  altogether.  There  is  a  beau- 
tiful propriety  in  fpeaking  of  the  gTeat  God  under  the 
magnificent  defaiption  of  the  Lord  of  hofts,  when 
this  fubjedt  is  mentioned,  as  it  fuggefts  one  important 
-  jeafon  why  the  whole  nation  was  not  deftroyed.  He 
who  mercifully  preferved  a  remnant  of  them  i9  the 

Lord 
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Lord  of  hofts,  who  is  univerfal  proprietor,  and  pof. 
feffed  of  unlimited  dominion,  over  the  armies  of  hea- 
ven, and  the  inhabitants  of  this  earth,  having  abfolute 
right  to  difpofe  of  them  as  feemeth  good  in  his  fight. 
Befides  the  fui>,  moon,  and  (tars,  the  angels  are  his 
hods,  whom  he  employs  as  the  minifters  of  his  divine 
providence ;  whofe  influence  over  human  affairs,  and 
to  whofe  agency,  muck  more  is  to  be  afcribed  than 
many  are  apt  to  imagine,  or  willing  to  allow.  They 
excel  in  ftrength  ;  they  rejoice  in  obeying  the  com* 
mands  of  Jehovah,  and  in  celebrating  his  praifes. 
He  fends  them  forth  to  minifter  to  the  heirs  of  falva* 
tion ;  he  charges  them  with  their  fafety ;  he  employs 
them  to  comfort  them  under  their  cfiftreffes,  to  con- 
vey their  departing  fouls  to  heaven,  and  at  laft  they 
(hall  convene  all  his  ele&  from  every  quarter.-*— —All 
the  creatures  on  earth,  all  the  kingdoms  of  this  world, 
and  particularly  his  peculiar  people,  are  his  hofts. 
tjnder  this  defcription,  the  pofterity  of  Abraham  are 
fpoken  of,  Exod.  xii*  41.  where  we  are  told, c  That  all 

*  the  hofts  of  the  Lord  went  out  from  the  land  of  Egypt, 

*  that  he  might  conduS  them  to  a  goodly  heritage  of 

*  the  hofts  of  nations  V  He  is  therefore  jtiftly  called, 
the  Lord  of  hofts,  as  all  thefe,  indeed  all  the  creatures, 
are  his  hofts,  and  he  is  their  Lord,  who  muftereth  and 
difpofeth  of  them  according  to  his  pleafure.— Con- 
cerning this  glorious  pcrfon,  it  is  faid,  Except  be  had 
left  unto  us  a  very  /mall  remnant.  Thefe  words  are 
cited  by  the  apoftle  Paul  f ,  with  fome.  little  varia- 
tion, when  treating  of  the  call  of  the  Gentiles,  to 
fhew,  that  fome  of  the  Jews,  as  well  as  they,  fhould 
be  among  the  faved  of  the  Ldrd.  Thofe  whom  our 
prophet  calls  a  remnant,  which  denotes  a  few  that  re- 
main of  a  large  number,  the  apoftle  fpeaks  of,  as  feed 
which  is  referved  for  being  fown  after  the  whole  ftock 
of  grain  is  confumed  or  fold  off.  Both  expreflions . 
are  evidently  of  the  fame  import.    This  fmall  rem*, 

*  Jcr.  iiu  19.  f  Rom.  k.  29. 
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hant  was  compoted  of  the  efcaped  in  Ifrael,  of  thofef 
that  were  left  in  Zion,  and  remained  in  Jerufalem  j 
the  little  flock,  which  were  as  (heep  among  wolves  ; 
the  few,  that  entered  in  at  the  (trait  gate,  and  walked 

In  the  narrow  way  that  leadeth  unto  life. This 

remnant  is  faid  to  be  left  unto  us,  God  was  gra- 
cioufly  pleafed  to  fet  them  apart  for  himfelf  as  his  pe* 
culiar  people,  whom  he  calfed  unto  holinefs,  and 
happily  preferved  from  the  general  corruption  which 
pervaded  the  whole  nation,  efpccially  at  the  time  re* 
ferred  to.  This  refervation,  brethren,  was  not  ow- 
ing to  the  fbperior  goodnefs  of  this  remnant,  who 
were  in  no  refpect  effentially  better  than  thofe  who 
Were  not  referved,  but  to  the  fovereign  mercy  and 
loVe  of '  God,  who,  according  to  his  good  pleafure, 
fele&e'd  them  from  among  their  brethren,  to  fhine  as 
lights  in  the  world,  and  to  fhew  forth  his  praifes,  who 
called  them  to  virtue  and  glory.  Hence  it  is  called* 
a  remnant  according  to  the  eleftion  of  grace,  which 
excludes  boafting,  ftains  the  prjde  of  all  human 
glory,  and  opens  a  door  of  hope  to  the  meaneft  and 
moft  unworthy.  This  circumftance  fets  before  us  an 
illuftrious  proof,  that  the  Lord  our  God  hath  ftot 
wholly  reje&ed  his  people  Ifrael,  and  that  he  hath  % 
mercy  and  favour  ftill  in  referve  for  them.  This  dif- 
tingoithes  them  from  thofe  who  were  totally  over- 
thrown, as  intimated  in  the  following  words  : 

Wejhould  have  been  as  Sodom,  wejhould  have  been  like 
unto  Gomorrah.  Sodom  and  Gomorrah  wefe  cities 
built  in  that  rich  plain,  which,  in  fcripture,  is  com- 
pared to  the  garden  of  the  Lord  for  beauty  and  ferti- 
lity. The  men  of  Sodom,  however,  were  extremely 
wicked,  and  finners  before  the  Loftl  exceedingly,  as 
tloubtlefs  were  alfo  the  inhabitants  of  Gomorrah. 
They  moft  ungratefully  forfook  the  fervice  of  the  true 
God,  their  Creator,  Lawgiver,  and  Benefa&or ;  they 
renounced  his  facred  worlhip ;  they  butft  afunder  the 
bonds  of  humanity  ;  and,  regardlefs  even  of  natural 
laws,  they  abandoned  themfelves  to  the  ;moft'  abomi- 
nable 
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pable  practices.  On  account  of  their  atrocious  wic- 
kednefs,  the  Lord  deftroyed  them,  and  overthrew 
their  cities,  by  raining  fire  and  brimftone  upon  them 
from  heaven,  making  them  an  example  of  his  righ- 
teous difpfeafurg  againft  fin,  unto  thofe  who  fhould 
•afterward  live  ungodly.  Now,  had  it  not  been  for 
the  holy  remnant  whom  God ,  left  among  the  Jews, 
they  would  have  been  as  eminent  in  tranfgreffion,  and 
advanced  to  no  lefs  dreadful  heights  of  impiety  than 
the  inhabitants  of  thefe  cities.  Had  it  not  been  on 
account  of  this  reiidue  of  men  who  fought  after  the 
Lord,  the  judgments  inflicted  on  the  Jews  might  have 
equalled  thofe  which  were  fent  on  the  cities  of  the 
plain,  and  have  proved  as  deftru&ive,  fo  that  none 
could* have  efcaped :  but,  for  the  elett's  fake,  calami- 
ties are  mitigated,  (hortened,  and  averted,  as  our 
Lord  himfelf  hath  inftru&ed  us  *.  Accordingly,  this 
remnant  proved  the  happy  means  of  flopping  the  cur- 
rent of  wicfcednefsj  which  threatened  to  have  over- 
fpread  the  whole  land  with  defolating  judgments, 
whilil  they  fowed  the  feeds  of  that  goodnefs  and 
righteoufnefs  which  is  the  (lability  of  a  nation  ;  and, 
by  their  fervent  prayers,  mercies  were  intermixed 
with  punifhments-— This  places  them  in  a  very 
important  point  of  view,  which  merits  our  particular 
attention.  They  may  be  accounted,  as  hath  often 
happened  in  a  time  of  deep  corruption  and  abound- 
ing iniquity,  the  enemies  and  troublers  of  a  nation^ 
whereas,  in  fafi,  they  are  the  fait  of  the  earth,  the 
light  of  the  world,  nhe  ftrength  and  fupport  of  a 
people,  and  therefore  they  deferve  to  be  highly 
tfteemed,  and  kindly  entertained.  Whilil  we  are 
thankful  to  the  Lord  of  hofts,  that  fuch  a  remnant  is 
ftill  found  among  us,  let  us  affiduoufly  endeavour  to 
teftify  our  cordial  refpeft  for  them  by  every  becoming 
cxpreffion,  deeply  concerned  that  they  may  be  hap* 
piiy  incr^afed  and  preferved. 

• 

*  Matth.  xxiv.  23. 

io  %  Hear 


54  LECTURES  on  the  .       Chap.  I, 

i o  U  Hear  the  word  of  the  LORD,  ye  rulera 
of  Sodom  ;  give  ear  unto  the  law  of  our  God, 
ye  people  of  Gomorrah. 

The  prophet  folemnly  demands  the  attention  of  thofe 
whom  he  addreffed,  to  what  he  was  about  to  deliver 

in  the  following  veries. The  rulers  of  the  Jews  he 

calls,  the  rulers  of  Sodom ;  intimating,  that  they  re- 
fembled  the  governors  of  that  wicked  city  in  luxury 
and  impurity,  in  pride,  oppreflion,  and  the  other  abo- 
minations that  they  committed,  of  which  the  prophet 
Ezekiel  fpeaks  in  his  prophecy  *.     *  They  not  only 

*  walked  after  their  ways,  and  did  after  their  abomina- 

*  tions,  but,  as  if  that  had  been  a  very  little  thing, 

*  they  were  corrupted  more  than  the  men  of  So- 
4  dom  in  all  their  ways,'  as  that  prophet  remarks,  at 
the  47th  verfe  of  the  chapter  above  cited.  On  ac- 
count of  this  ftriking  fimilarity  of  manners  between 
the  governors  of  Sodom  and  the  rulers  of  the  Jews, 
the  latter  have  the  defignation  of  the  former  here 
given  them  with  much  juftice  and  propriety.  By  this 
humiliating  appellation,  thofe  who  prefided  over  the 
Jewifh  people  are  reminded  of  their  deep  corruption, 
and  lamentable  progrefs  in  every  fpecies  of  iniquity, 
whereby  they  provoked  the  Almighty,  and  ruined 

themfelves. As  for  the  bulk  of  the  nation,  the 

prophet  addreffes  them  as  the  people  of  Gomorrah, 
on  account  of  their  ftriking  refemblance,  in  wicked- 
nefs,  to  the  wretched  inhabitants  of  that  city.  Ac- 
cording to  a  figure  in  fpeech,  frequently  ufed  in  fcrip- 
ture,  we  find  perfons  and  bodies  of  men  defigned  by 
the  names  of  thofe  to  whom  they  bear  a  remarkable 
likenefs.  An  inftance  of  this  fort  occurs  in  the  book 
of  Revelation,  where  we  read,  c  That  the  dead  bodies 

*  of  our  Lord's  two  witneffes  fhall  lie  in  the  ftreet  of 
'  the  great  city,  which  fpiritually  is  called  Sodom  and 
1  Egypt,  where  alfo  our  Lord  was  crucified  f .'    The 

*  Esek,  xvi.  50.  f  Rev.  xi.  8. 

apoftacy 
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apoftacy  from  God,  the  impiety,  the  ingratitude,  and 
enormous  crimes  committed  by  the  people  of  Judah, 
made  their  refemblance  to  the  men  of  Sodom  and  Go- 
morrah complete,  and  expofcd  them  to  no  lefs  a  punifh* 
ment  than  that  infli&ed  upon  thefe  cities.  Such  was 
their  amazing  progrefs  in  fin,  from  which  neither  the 
light  of  nature,  the  di&ates  of  confcience,  the  pramifes, 
the  threatenings,  and  the  prefence  of  God,  could  re- 
ftrain  them.  Their  metropolis,  Jcrufalem,  was  filled 
with  violence  and  ftrife ;  mifchief,  forrow,  and  wk> 
kednefs  were  in  the  midft  thereof ;  deceit  and  guile 

departed  not  from  her  ftreets. Alas !  that,  in  this 

Tefpect,  as  a  people,  we  have  foolifhly  followed  the 
example  of  the  Jews,  by  imitating  thofe  who  have 
been  notorious  tranfgreffors ;  and,  far  from  aching  up 
to  our  chara&er  as  Chriftians,  we  have  fadly  degene- 
rated from  the  ftri&nefs  of  our  former  profeffion  and 

pra&ice. The  attention  of  thefe  rulers  and  people 

is  demanded  to  what  follows. 

Hear  the  word  of  the  Lord ;  give  ear  to  the  law  tf 
mr  God.  The  word  of  the  Lord,  and  the  law  of  our 
God, ,  to  which  attention  is  required,  feem  here  to 
be  fynonimous  expreilions ;  in  both  of  which,  the 
mefiage  delivered  in  the  following  part  of  this  pro- 
phecy is  intended.  They  particularly  refer,  to  the 
reproof  adtoiniftered  to  the  profefiing  people  of  God, 
on  account  of  their  grofs  hypocrify  and  formality  in 
the  duties  of  divine  worfhip ;  and  the  repeated  calls 
given  them  to  the  exerciie  of  true  repentance,  as 
indifpenfably  neceffary  to  avert  the  jult  judgments 
of  Jehovah.  Ifaiah  was  perfe&ly  convinced,  that 
what  he  was  about  to  deliver  was  indeed  the  word 
of  Jehovah,  and  the  law  of  God,  which  he  had  com- 
municated to  him  in  fuch  a  manner,  that  he  was  fully 
fotisfied  that  it  juftly  deferved  thefe  defcriptions.  In 
order,  therefore,  to  awaken  the  moft  folemn  attention 
to  the  truths  he  had  received  in  commiffion  to  deliver, 
he  declares,  that  we  are  not  to  hear  the  word  of  man, 
|>i|t  the  word  of  the  giving  God,  whom  we  are  hound, 

by 
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by  the  ftrbngeft  ties,  to  reverence  and  obey.    Some 
learned  men  have  obferved,  that  there  are  ten  dif- 
ferent nances  given  to  this  fupreme  Lawgiver  in  fcrip- 
ture  :  three  of  which  denote  his  eternal  independent 
cxiftence ;  three  of  them  are  expreffive  of  his  glorious 
power ;  three  of.  them  fignify  his  '  univerfal  govern- 
ment ;  and  one  of  them  points  out  his  fupreme  excel- 
lence, and  high  exaltation.   The  word  here  tranflated 
God  is  in  the  plural  number,  in  which  it  frequently 
occurs  in  the  Old  Teftament,  and  is  fuppofed  to  be 
derived  from  one  that  fignifies  mighty  ovjirong.  This 
recninds  us,  that  the  law,  to  which  we  are  called  to 
give  ear,  proceeded  from  the  Almighty,  who  is  able 
to  fave  and  to  deftroy,  and  confequently  merits  the 
moil  ferious  consideration.     From  what  follows,  it 
appears,  that  the  prophet  efpecially  intended,  the  law 
given  by  Mofes  to  the  people  of  Ifrael  refpe&ing  the 
worfliip  of  Jehovah.     In  this  view,  the  import  of  the 
invitation  before  us  will  be  to  this  effett  :  Ye  rulers, 
and  men  of  high  rank,  who  may  imagine  ye  are  ex- 
empted from  concern  in  this  meffage,  I  call  for  your 
attention  in  the  firft  place.  And  as  men  are  ever  prone 
to  confider  the  word  of  God  as  directed  rather  to  others 
than  themfelves,  ye  who  are  the  people  may  think  it 
wholly  relates  to  your  rulers,  I  therefore  next  call  on 
you  to  give  audience.  Hearken  then  ye,  of  every  con- 
dition, who  pretend  to  obferve  the  institutions  and  fa* 
crifices  enjoined  in  the  law  of  the  Lord,  and  1  will  (hew 
you  the  fum,  the  fpirit,  and  defign  of  that  law,  which 
was  not  intended  merely  to  require  you  to  prefent 
before  the  Mod  High  numerous  offerings,  to  obferve 
many  folemnities,  and  to  make  many  prayers,  with  the 
performance  of  which,  if  ye  are  fatisfied,  ye  neglect 
its  chief  aim.  Befides  prefiguring  future  good  things, 
it  was  promulgated,  to  dire&  you  to  worfhip  the  Lord 
our  God  with  pure-  hearts  and  clean  hands,  in  the 
faith  of  the  accomplishment  of  his  promifes ;  and  to 
lead  you  to  evidence  that  faith,  by  a  flrid  regard  to 
juftice  and  charity  through  the  whole  of  your  conduft* 
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Either  ye  do  not  know  and  coniider  this,  or  ye 
wilfully  pervert  the  law  of  God  to  the  worft  'of  pur- 
pofes.— — I  btfeech  you  then,  brethren,  diligently  to 
take  heed  to  the  falutary  inftrudions  contained  in  the 
fubfequent  part  of  this  prophecy.  Though  they  were 
not  primarily  addreflfed  to  you,  they  are  written  for 
your  learning ;  and  from  them,  through  the  divine 
bleffing,  you  may  derive  much  benefit. 

1 1  To  what  purpofe  //  the  multitude  of  your 
facrifices  unto  me  ?  faith  the  LORD  :  I  am  full 
of  the  burnt-offerings  of  rams,  and  the  fat  of  fed 
beafts,  and  I  delight  not  in*  the  blood  of  bul- 
locks, or  of  lambs,  or  of  he-goats. 

In  anfwer  to  an  obje&ion  that  might  naturally  oc* 
cur  to  the  juftice  of  the  preceding  charge,  drawn  from 
the  multitude  of  facrifices  prefented  to  God  by  his  an- 
cient people,  the  prophet  informs  them,  that  the  offer- 
ings which  they  brought  could  not  be  acceptable  to 
Jehovah.  The  word  tranflated  facrifices  denotes  all 
thofe  viftims,  which,  having  been  flain,  and  laid  on 
the  altar,  were  in  part,  or  altogether,  offered  unto 
the  Almighty.  It  is  here  inquired  concerning  thefe 
facrifices,  To  what  purpofe  were  they  multiplied  ?  In 
the  law  of  Mofes,  various  animals,  fuch  as  oxen,N 
rams,  goats,  and  lambs,  were  appointed  to  be  offered 
in  facrifices,  and  required  to  be  often  repeated  on  dif- 
•  ferent  occafions.  In  obedience  to  that  law,  facrifices 
continued  to  be  prefented  to  the  Lord  by  the  people, 
to  whom  this  inquiry  is  propofed,  refpefting  the  end 
they  had  in  view  in  their  offerings.  They  were  not 
demanded  on  account  of  any  intrinfic  worth  or  ex- 
cellence of  which  they  were  pofieffed,  or  on  account 
of  any  pleafure  or  benefit  that  could  accrue  to  God 
from  them,  however  numerous  and  expenfive  they 
might  be  to  the  offerers.  The  rites  contained  in  the 
ceremonial  law  were  intended,  to  preferve  the  pqfterity 
of  Ifrael  from  the  idolatrous  pra&ices  of  neighbouring 
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nations,  to  which  they  were  remarkably  prone;  ttf 
excite  in  them  the  expe&ation  of  good  things  which 
were  to  come ;  and  to  point  out  to  them  in  what  man* 
ner  the  Lord  of  all  would  be  wqrfhipped;  At  the 
time  referred  to,  that  people  prefented  multitudes  of 
facrifices  unto  Jehovah,  regardlefs  of  the  difpofitions 
and  defigns  with  which  they  brought  them ;  and 
therefore  reproof  is  adminiftered  to  them,  by  the  in- 
quiry here  propofed. This  queflion,  my  friends, 

we  ought  to  confider  as  direfted  to  ourfelves,  refpedt- 
ing  the  facrifices  of  praife,  and  of  doing  goody  re*- 
quired  of  us  under  the  New  Teftament ;  and  it  ought 
to  remind  us,  of  the  high  importance  of  attending  to 
the  defigns  we  have  in  view  in  discharging  the  duties 
of  divine  worfhip.  It  is  by  no  meai^s  fufficient,  thjat 
they  be  regularly  performed,  without  eonfidering  the 
end  at  which  we  aim.  Not  only  fhould  our  aftions 
proceed  from  good  principles,  and  be  good  in  them- 
felves,  but  they  mull  be .  done  for  valuable  and  imT 
portant  purpofes ;  not  to  gratify  our  own  humour, 
not  to  promote  our  felf-intereft,  not  to  comply  with 
cuftom,  or  to  obtain  the  applaufe  of  others,  but  to 
teftify  our  fubje&ion  to  the  divine  authority,  to  ac- 
quire the  divine  approbation,  and  to  advance  our  beft 
interefts. 

/  am  full  of  the  burnt-offerings  of  rams,  and  the  fat 
of  fed  beajls,  and  I  delight  not  in  the  blood  of  bullocks  y 
or  of  lambs,  or  of  he-goats.  It  is  true,  thefe  feveral 
kinds  of  offerings  were  inftituted  by  the  blefTed  God 
himfelf,  to  typify,  in  different  refpefts,  the  one  per* 
fed  facrifice  of  the  great  Meffiah,  which  was  to  be 
offered  in  the  fulnefs  of  time ;  and  to  reprefent  the 
indifpenfable  neceffity  of  atonement  and  purification, 
in  order  to  the  enjoyment  of  the  divine  favour. 
Among  the  various  facrifices  offered  by  the  children 
of  Ifrael,  the  burnt-offerings  only  are  here  mentioned, 
which  were  ordered  to  be  entirely  confumed  on  the 
altar  whereon  they  were  prefented,  no  part  of  them 
being  referved,  either  to  the  perfon  who  brought  the 

vi&im, 


VfiR.it-     P&OPHfcCtES  of  ISAIAH.  59 

vi&im,  or  to  the  prieft  who  facrificed  it,  excepting 
oftly  the  (kin.    Though  the  facrifice  of  expiation,  the 
peace-offering,  and  the  facrifice  of  thankfgiving,  are 
not  particularly  mentioned,   they  are  •  doubtlels  in- 
cluded in  the  offerings  of  fat  beafls,  which  the  Lord 
"faith  he  rejeSed  and  loathed ;  which  feems  to  be  the 
import  of  the  expreffion,  /  am  full.     He  had  not  to 
reprove  them  for  the  fewnefs  of  their  facrifices  and 
burnt-offerings,  which  they  brought  continually  be- 
fore him,  but  for  their  hypocrify  and  formality  in  his 
fervice.     If  you  inquire,  How  the  great  God  could 
rejed  thofe  facrifices  which  he  Jiimfelf  had  appointed  ? 
The  anfwer  is  obvious :  Their  rejedion  proceeded  not 
from  want  of  divine  inftiturion,  for  they  originated 
from  his  own  authority ;  and  the  offerings  of  the 
♦  people,  under  that  difpenfation,  were  prelented  in 
compliance  with  the  command  of  God,  who  (tri&ly 
enjoined  them,  and  always  approved  of  them  when 
rightly  performed.    They  were  abhorred,  on'  account 
or  the  formality  and  hypocrify  wherewith  they  were 
offered,  their  being  foolilhly  preferred  to  the  fpiri- 
tual  obedience  due  to  the  moral  law,  and  trufled 
to  for  righteoufnefs  by  many,  who  looked  upon 
them  as   the  foundation  of  their  acceptance  with 
God.     They  were  always  weli-pleafing  to  the  divine 
Majefty,   when  prefented  with   holy  difpofitions  of 
heart,  in  reference  to  the  great  objects  they  were  in- 
tended to  reprefent ;  but  when  offered  by  Turners, 
uho,  under  the  malk  of  hypocrify,   held  faft  their 
iniquities,  and  difcovered  no  becoming  regard  to  the 
ends  of  their  inftitution,  he  declares,  in  the  words 
before  us,  he  was  full  of  them.       ■  Let  us  then,  in 
all  the  exercifes  of  divine  worfkip,  endeavour  to  a& 
under  the  influence  of  this  interesting  truth, '  The  fa* 
1  crifice  of  the  wicked  is  an  abomination  to  the  Lord, 
*  whereas  the  prayer  of  the  upright  is  his  delight.'  It 
is  the  heart  of  the  worfhipper  that  he  principally  re- 
gards ;  and  all  the  external  homage  which  does  not 
proceed  from  love  to  God,  and  a  facred  regard  to 
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his  authority,  is  only  vain  oblation,  which  can  nevef 
&fcend  before  his  throne  with  acceptance. 

12  When  ye  come  to  appear  before  me, 
who  hath  required  this  at  your  hand  to  tread 
my  courts  ? 

The  hypocritical  people  to  whom  God,  by  the  pro- 
phet, dire&ed  this  difcourfe,  continued  to  attend  the 
ordinances  of  divine  inftitution,  and  regularly  to  ap- 
pear befote  the  Lord  in  the  duties  of  his  worfhip ; 
and  therefore  rafhly  concluded,  they  merited  the  fa- 
vour of  God,  and  were  accepted  of  him.  The  appear- 
ances referred  to,  might  be  either  thofe  which  were 
more  ordinary  and  frequent*  when  they  were  employed 
in  the  daily  and  weekly  exercifes  of  divine  worfhip,  or 
thofe  which  were  more  feldom  and  folemn,  when, 
three  times  in  the  year,  all  the  males  appeared  be- 
fore the  Lord  their  God.  In  order  to  ad  mini  ft  er  juft 
reproof  for  their  improper  conduft,  and  the  unfuitable 
manner  in  which  they  made  thefe  appearances,  the 
inquiry  before  us  is  propofed,  "in  which  the  prophet 
expoftulates  with  them  concerning  their  fin  and  folly. 
Who  bath  required  this  at  your  bands,  &c.  The  Moft 
High  had  exprefsly  commanded  them  to  appear  be- 
fore him  on  many  occafions,  and  particularly  fpeci- 
fied  in  what  manner  they  ought  to  approach  hfs  fa- 
cred  prefence.  Their  carelefs  inattention  to  this  laft* 
mentioned  circumftance  gave  occafion  to  the  challenge 
contained  in  this  vcrfe.  You  who  were  never  cleanfed 
from  your  fins,  who  have  not  returned  to  the  Lord  in 
the  exetcife  of  fincere  repentance,  and  whofe  hearts 
are  far  from  him,  whilft  you  profefs  much  love  to 
him  with  your  mouths,  can  you  poffibly  imagine, 
that  the  all-perfeft  and  moft  holy  Jehovah  would 
command  you  to  tread  his  courts,  whilft  you  only 
bring  thither  your  bodies,  and  leave  your  hearts  be- 
hind you  ?  Be  aflured,  that  he  never  required  you  to 
approach  the  courts  of  his  houfe  in  fuch  an  unholy 

and 
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and  hypocritical  mariner,  and  tfyat  he  will  never  ac- 
cept or  approve  of  ftich  diffimulation.  It  is  your 
hearts  which  he  chiefly  regards,:  and  juftly  claims, 
without  which  all  your  fpeeious  appearances,  all  your  * 
numerous  oblations,  are  not  well-pleafing  to  the  Lord. 
You  may  be  fenfible,  that  your  hearts,  for  from  de- 
lighting in  his  fervice,  which  is  honourable  and  glo- 
rious, are  continually  going  out  ifter  their  covetouf- 
aefs,  axid  wandering  after  earthly  obje&s.  And  can  you 
think  that  the  Holy  One  of  Ifrael  will  accept  of  fuch 
worftiippers,  who,  though  they  have  a  male  in  their 
flock,  which  is  his  peculiar  property*  yet  offer  to  thj& 
Lord  a  corrupt  thing,  and  only  prefent  to  him'tlui 
formal  homage  of  a  corruptible  body,  deftitute  6f  a 
purified  heart  ?  ■  ■■  Permit  me  from  hence  to  incul- 
cate upon  you,  my  hearers,  the  high  importance  of 
performing  the  fervice  of  God  in  the  manner  he  re- 
quires. Being  infinitely  holy,  he  hates  the  leaft  im- 
purity in  his  worfhip ;  being  veryijealous,  the  fmalleft 
deviation  from  duty  awakens  his  awful  dilpfeaiure. 
Mofes,  for  his  rafhnefs,.  in  not  exactly  executing. tha 
divine  command,  was  excluded  from  the  land  of-Ca* 
naan ;  and  many  of  the  Corinthians,  pn  account  of 
the  unworthy  manner  in  which  they,  partook  of  the; 
Lord's  fupper,  became  weak  and  fickly.  lnftru&ed 
of  your  danger,  by  fuch  alarming  inftances  as  thefe,- 
labour  to  get  your  hearts  brought  into  an.  unrcferved 
fiibje&ion  to  the  divine  authority,  and  to  ferve  God 
in  the  lively,  fpiritual  manner  he  requires,  that,  along 
with  outward  refped,  he  may  have  the  inward  ho- 
mage oi  reviewed  hearts.  Thus  evidence  yourfelvea 
to  be  the  circumciiion,  who  worfhip  God  in  the  fpi* 
rit,  who  have  no  confidence  in  the  flefli,  and  rejoice 
in  Chrift  Jefust 

13  Bring  no  more  vain  oblations,  incenfe  i& 
an  abomination  unto  me,  the  new-moons  and 
Sabbaths,  the  calling  of  afi'emblies  I  cannot  iaway 
m\thj  it  is  iniquity,  even  the  folcmn  meeting. 
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The  'hypocritical  people  to  whom  our  prophet  wra 
fent  are  here  informed,  that  their  oblations  and  folemn 
feafts  were  as  offenfive  to  God  as  their  facrifices* 
The  oblations  mentioned  were  probibly  the  offerings 
ef  the  firft-fruits,  and  the  tithes'  of  wheat  and  breads 
wine,  oil,  and  fait,1  with  a  variety  of  other  things, 
whiph  were  ordered,  by  di*ine  appointment,  to  be 
brought  to  the  tabernacle,  and  afterward  to  tha 
temple,  that  they  might  be  prefented  unto  God  by 
the  pricfts.  Thefe  aite  called  vain  and  unprofitable,  be- 
ing offered  deftitute*  of  regard  to  the  divine  authority 
whereby  they  were  commanded,  of  that  fupreme 
love  to  Jehovah  with  which  every  »a&  of  obedience 
ought  to  be  accompanied,  and  without  faith  in  the 
great  objefts  concerning  which  they  were  defigned  to 
convey  inftru&ion,  Thefe  oblations  being  feparated 
from  the  exercifes  of  repentance,  prayer,  and  thankf- 
giving,  had '  in  them  nothing  fpiritual  and-  valuable, 
that  was  worthy  of  God,  acceptable  to  him,  or  that 
could  be  ufeful  to  the  offerer.  Thie  Lord  therefore 
required  his  profefling  people,  to  bring  no  more  fuch 
unprofitable  offerings  to  him.  He  did  not  order 
them  to  refrain  from  bringing  their  oblations  to  the 
place  appointed,  but  to  bring  no  more  fueh  as  Were 
unavailable  for  the  purpofes  intended  by  them*  He 
would  have  them  pun&ually  to  bring  thofe  offerings 
that  might  be  advantageous  to  them,  whereas  he  ex- 
prefsly  forbids  thenv  to  continue  any  longer  perform* 
tng  what  was  to  them  a  wearifome  and  unmeaning 
fervice,  that  could  be  attended  with  no  good  confe^ 

quences. To  imprefs  this  the  deeper  upon  their 

minds,  it  is  added,  Inccnfe  is  an  abomination  unto  mt- 
Incenfe  was  a  rich  perfume,  prepared  of  fweet  fpices, 
which  was  commanded  to  be  put  on  the  fire  laid  on  the 
altar  of  gold  before  the  Lord,  and  to  be  burnt  there- 
on continually,  in  order  to  reprefent  the  perpetual, 
acceptable  interceflion  of  Jefus  Chrift.  This  incenfe, 
though  prepared  according  to  divine  dire&ion,  and 
offered  on  the  altar  which  was  commanded,  God  d*t 
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dares  was  an  abomination  to  him.  Whilft  the  men 
of  Judah  fooliihly  imagined,  that  the  Almighty  was 
delighted  with  the  fragrancy  of  the  fpices  of  which  it 
was  compofed,  and  entertained  apprehenfions  of  him 
inconfiftent  with  his  infinite  majefty  and  perfect  puri- 
ty, he  affures  them,  that  incenfe  was  deteftable  to  him, 
and  the  obje£fc  of  his  juft  abhorrence,— —From  whence 
we  learn  this  important  leflbn,  That  the  abufe  of  things, 
in  themfelves  mod  valuable,  in  the  worfhip  of  God, 
will  render  it  odious  to  him,  and  provoke  him  to 
teftify,  how  hateful  thofe  fervices  are  in  his  fight 
which  are  performed  under  the  influence  of  formality 
and  hypocrify.  Every  thing  in  divine  worfhip  is  vain, 
and  offenfive  to  the  Moft  High,  which  is  not  executed 
in  the  fpiritual  manner  he  hath  required.  This  cir- 
cumftance  ought  to  render  us  exceedingly  cautious  in 
every  part  of  his  fervice,  moft  attentive  to  the  offer* 
ings  we  prefent  before  him,  and  folicitous  that  they 
may  he  acceptable  in  his  fight  through  the  inter* 
ceffion  of  Jefus  Chrift. 

The  new-moons  and  fabbaths^  the  calling  of  af» 
femblies  I  cannot  away  with,  it  is  iniquity,  even  the 
jblemn  meeting.  The  new-moons  were  the  days  on 
which  the  moon  was  firft  feen  after  the  change, 
which  was  to  the  children  of  Ifrael  the  beginning 
of  their  months.  At  thefe  feafons  they  were  or- 
dered to  offer  unto  the  Lord  an  additional  burnt* 
offeoag,  a  meat-offering,  drink-offerings,  and  a  fin* 
offering,  befide  their  daily  facrifices  *.  Thefe  times 
were  obferved  by  them  with  peculiar  marks  of  fane* 
tky,  and  abftinence  from  ordinary  labours,  as  is 
plainly  intimated  in  the  language  of  the  oppreffors,  re- 
corded by  the  prophet  Amos,  c  When  will  the  new- 
'  moon  be  gone,  that  we  may  fell  corn,  &V.  |\ 
The  Sabbaths  are  next  mentioned :  by  which  we  may 
understand  the  feventh  day  of  the  week,  when  addi- 
tional facrifices  were  appointed  to  be  offered  befides 

+  See  Nacp^  xxviii,  u.  etfe^  f  bpiQ*  nil.  5. 
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thofe  that  were  daily  presented'.  Thefe  Sabbaths  were 
commanded  to  be  kept  holy  to  the  Lord,  as  days  of 
facred  reft,  and  types  of  that  eternal  Sabbatifm  which 
remaineth  for  the  people  of  God*  The  Sabbath  of 
years  may  be  alio  confidered  As  alluded  to  in  this  ex* 
preffion  ;  that  is,  every  feventh  year,  when  the  land 
lay  uncultivated,  the  debts  of  their  brethren  were  di£> 
charged,  and  fervants  fet  at  liberty.-  To  thefe  arp 
added,  the  calling  of  affemblies  j  the  folemn  convo- 
cations which  were  held  on  the  ioth  day  of  the  feventh 
months  which  they  were  appointed  to  obferve  as  a 
public  faft,  on  which  they  were  to  affiift  their  fouls 
for  fin,  and  to  do  np  work.  On  thefe  folemn  occa- 
lions,  the  prieft  was  to  make  an  atonement  for  them, 
to  cleanfe  them  from  all  their  fins,  and  to  make  an 
atonement  for  the- holy  fan&uary,-  for  the  tabernacle 
of  the  congregation,  for  the  altar,  for  the  priefts,  and 
for  all  the  people  of  the  congregation.  This  was  in* 
deed  a  folemn  meetings  as  it  is  called  in  the  lali  claufe 
of  the  verfe.  What  could  be  more  folemn,  than  to 
fee  the  whole  numerous  people  of  Ifrael  and  Judah 
convened  for  the  piirpofes  of  aifli&ing  their  fouls,  and 
making  atonement  for  their  fins  before  the  Lord  ?  .■ 
Concerning  thefe  feafons  and  affemblies,  God  faith, 

ixannot  away  with  them,,  it  is  iniquity.  By  thefe 
expreffions,  God  declares  his  averfion  to  the  offerings 
and  feilivals  of  the  men  of  Judah,  and  fuggefts  the 
reafon  of  their  offenfivenefs  to  him.  It  is  not  difficult 
to  perceive  their  import,  which  feems  to  be  (hortly  to 
this  effeft ;  I  cannot  endure  to  fee  you  bringing  obla- 
tions and  incehfe  to  my  altar,  in  that  formd,  hypo- 
critical manner  which  attends  you  in  ever)'  part  of 
my  fervice.  It  is  highly  offenfive  to  me,  to  fee  you, 
who  profefs  to  be  my  peculiar  people,  (pending  the 
facred  feafons  I  have  inftituted  among  you  in  the  fri- 
volous and  finful  way  you  commonly  obferve  them. 
Inftead  of  keeping  them  holy  to  the  Lord,  and  enter-* 
ing  into  the  fpirit  of  the  exercifes  proper  for  fuch  fo- 
lemn odcafion*,  your  conduct  exhibits  a  fecne  of  coiru 

plicated 
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plicated  wickednefs,  and  bafe  hypocrify.  You  truft 
to  the  external  form  of  the  duties  incumbent  upon 
you  at  thefe  times,  whilft  you  are  deflitute  of  the  de- 
vout difpolitions  of  heart  which  are  indifpenfably 
neceflary  to  the  right  o'bfervance  of  thefe  folemni- 

ties. And  ii  not  this  a  great  iniquity  then,  to  im- 

pofe  on  yourfelves  in  the  moil  important  matters,  and 
to  deal  deceitfully  with  God,  who  will  not  be  mock- 
ed ?  This  muft  be  highly  provoking  to  the  infinite 
Majefty  of  heaven  and  earth,  and  expofe  you  to  his 
righteous  difpleafure :  put  therefore  this  iniquity  far 
from  you,  that  it  may  not  prove  your  ruin. 

14  Your  new-moons,  and  your  appointed 
feafts  my  foul  hateth :  they  are  a  trouble  unto 
me,  I  am  weary  to  bear  tbem. 

The  fame  fubjed  is  continued  in  this  veffe,  -tfhich 

was  introduced  in  the  foregoing  ones. The  new* 

moons  are  again  mentioned,  with  the  appointed  feafts: 
by  which  may  be  intended,  the  feafts  of  the  Lord,  the 
holy  convocations  which  were  ordered  to  be  proclaim* 
cd  in  their  feafons,  mentioned  in  the  twenty-third  chap- 
ter of  Leviticus.  The  Lord's  paflbver,  which  was  com- 
manded to  be  obferved  on  the  fourteenth  day  of  the  firft 
month,  at  even,  when  the  Israelites  were  to  eat  the 
flefh  of  the  lambs  they  had  flain  roafted  with  fire,  with 
unleavened  bread,  and  bitter  herbs.  The  feaft  of  the 
firft-fruits,  obferved  at  the  time  they  began  to  reap 
their  corns,  when  they  were  required  to  take  the 
firft-fruits  of  the  earth  unto  the  place  which  the 
Lord  did  choofe,  and  to  prefent  them  before  him,  re- 
joicing in  every  good  thing  which  the  Lord  their  God 
had  given  them.  The  feaft  of  tabernacles,  appointed 
to  be  kept  on  the  fifteenth  day  of  the  feventh  month, 
in  which  they  were  not  to  do  any  fervile  work,  but  to 
take  the  branches  of  thick  trees,  and  make  to  them- 
felves  booths,  in  which  they  were  to  dwell  feven  days, 
and  to  rejoice  before  the  Lord  their  God,  in  com- 
memoration 
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he  meant,  that  he  would  entreat  that  the  thunder  and 
hail  might  ceafe  *.  And  when  king  Solomon,  (land- 
ing before  the  altar  of  the  Lord,  in  prefence  of  the 
congregation  of  Ifrael,  at  the  dedication  of  the  temple, 
addrefled  God  in  prayer,  *  he  fpread  forth  his  hands 
4  toward  heaven  f/  In  reference  to  this  pra&ice,  the 
expreffion  before  us  is  intended  to  fignify  the  exer- 
cifes  of  prayer  and  thankfgiving,  in  which  it  was  fre- 
quently ufed,  to  denote  the  earneftnefs  and  importu- 
nity of  the  fupplicants. And  left  it  might  have 

been  thought,  that  the  frequent  repetition  of  the 
prayers  they  prefented  to  God  would  render  them 
more  acceptable,  they  are  informed,  that  the  multi- 
tude of  their  prayers  fhould  not  avail  to  this  purpofe. 
Tea,  when  ye  make  many  prayers,  &c.  Whilft  their 
bodies  only  were  employed  in  the  fervice  of  God, 
and  their  hearts  were  ellranged  from  him,  fuch  bo- 
dily exercife,  however  often  repeated,  profited  little. 
This  important  leflbn  our  bleffed  Lord  inculcates  up- 
on his  difciples,  in  his  moft  excellent  fermon  deliver- 
ed from  the  Mount,  4  But  when  ye  pray,  ufe  not 
4.  vain  repetitions,  as  the  heathen  do  :  for  they  think 
*  they  fhall  be  heard  for  their  much  fpeaking.  Be 
4  not  ye  therefore  like  unto  them  :  for  your  Father 
4  knoweth  what  things  ye  have  need  of,  before  ye 
4  a(k  him  J/  To  diffuade  them  from  this  hypocriti- 
cal practice,  God  here  declares — ; — /  will  hide  mine 
eyes  from  yon— I  will  not  hear.  Thefe  expreffions,  in 
which  the  faculties  of  men  are  afcribed  to  God,  muft 
be  undcrJtood  in  their  metaphorical  fenfe,  being  de- 
figneu  to  give  us  an  idea  of  the  divine  procedure  re- 
fpecting  the  prayers  here  mentioned.  Stript  of  the 
figure  with  which  they  are  clothed,  they  plainly  inti- 
mate, that  Jehovah  would  not  regard  them,  as  he 
does  the  upright,  with  a  pleafant  countenance,  nor 
attend  to  the  voice  of  their  fupplications  proceeding 
from  feigned  lips;    but,  on  the  contrary,   that  he 

*  ExaJ.  ix.  29.  f  l  Kin^s  viii.  22.  \  Matth.  vi.  7,  8. 

would 
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would  turn  away  from  them  as  odious  and  fmful, 
and  rejeft  their  petitions  as  unworthy  of  the  fmalleft 
notice.  He  would  not  fo  attend  to  their  prayers  as 
to  grant  their  requefts.  Their  prayers  were  made 
with  much  coldncfs  and  indifference,  and  proceeded 
from  hearts  that  regarded  iniquity;  and  therefore 
God  allures  them,  he  vould  not  hearken  to  their 
fupplication,  agreeably  to  what  is  written j  '  He  that 
4  turneth  away  his  ear  from  hearing  the  law,  even  his 
*  prayer  (hall  be  abomination  V  Both  the  expreffions 
contained  in  this  verfe  feem  to  denote  nearly  the  fame 
thing;  namely,  that  the  prayers  of  the  people,  here 
reproved,  were  offenfive  to  God,  who  delights  in  the 
fpiritual  homage  of  renewed  hearts.  Though  they 
maintained  the  form,  they  were  not  poffeffed  of  the 
fpirit  of  prayer  :  they  were  deftitute  of  faith  in  the 
promifes  refpe&ing  the  great  Mediator,  and  thofe  in*. » 
tenfe  defires  after  fpiritual  bleffings,  without  which  it 
is  impoflible  to  pleafe  God. 

Tour  bands  are  full  of  blood.     Thefe  words  contain 
one  important  reafon  of  the  divine  conduft,  defcribed 
in  the  preceding  part  of  this  verfe. To  the  well- 
grounded  expectation  of  gracious  audience  to  our 
prayers,  Gad  requires,  that  we  lift  up  holy  hands, 
without  wrath  and  doubting  ;  but,  far  from  this;  the 
hands  of  this  people  were  full  of  blood.     Thofe  who 
were  inverted  with  power  and  authority  condemned 
the  innoctnt,  and  fpared  the  guilty  ;  whilft  thofe  who 
were  good  fuffered  hard  things,  the  bad  were  permit- 
ted to  pafs  unpuniflied.  The  lower  clafles  of  the  people 
were  guilty  of  bloody  crimes  and  capital  offences, 
which  deferred  death  ;  fuch  as  idolatry,  blafphemy, 
murder,   and  adultery:   and   thcfe   atrocious  tranf- 
greffions  abounded  fo  much  among  them,  and  were 
fo  frequently  committed,  as  to  juftify  the  expreffion 
before  us,  wherein  it  is  affirmed,  their  hands  were 
full  of  blood.     In  the  emphatical  language  of  the 
prophet  Hofea,  *  By  fwearing,  lying,  killing,  fteal- 

*  Prov.  zxtliu  9. 
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c  ing,  and  committing  adultery,  they  broke  out,  and 
«  blood  touched  blood* \  In  both  the  hiftorical  and 
prophetical  parts  of  the  Old  Teftament,  fimilar  de- 
fcriptions  are  given  of  the  chara&er  of  that  people 
whom  the  prophet  here  addreffed.  Such  then  being 
their  condition,  no  wonder  their  prayers  were  fhut 
out  from  before  God,  and  that  he  would  not  hear 

them  when  they  called  upon  him.- By  the  in* 

ftru&ive  variety  of  fignificant  expreffions  ufed  by 
our  prophet  on  this  fubje&,  we  are  taught,  that  fre- 
quent, pompous,  and  coftly  fervices,  feparated  from 
true  godlinefs,  and  holinefs  of  heart  and  life,  far 
from  being  acceptable  to  the  Lord,  are  an  abomi- 
nation in  his  fight,  and  unprofitable  to  thofe  who 
perform  them.  We  have  inculcated  upon  us  this  im- 
portant leflbn,  that  hypocrify,  in  the  fervice  of  the 
Living  God,  is  mod  deteftable  to  him,  who  delights 
in  truth  in  the  inward  parts ;  and  that  whilft  perfons 
indulge  in  the  praftice  of  iniquity,  they  cannot  ex- 
pect ne  will  regard  their  prayers,  or  other  ads  of 
worfhip.  Let  us,  my  friends,  be  hqreby  excited  to 
diligent  attention  to  our  fpirits,  efpecially  when  em* 
ployed  in  the  fervice  of  the  Searcher  of  hearts, 
Whilft  many  reft  fatisfied  with  the  form  of  godlinefs, 
the  profeflion  of  Chriftianity,  and  the  performance  of 
the  external  part  of  duty,  let  it  be  our  conftant  ftudy 
to  ferve  the  Lord  in  fincerity  and  truth,  under  a  deep 
conviction,  that  he  knoweth  our  hearts,  and  ponders 
our  paths. 

'  1 6  %  Wafti  ye,  make  you  clean,  put  away 
the  evil  of  your  doings  from  before  mine  eyes, 
ceafe  to  do  evil. 

After  the  warm  expoftulations  contained  in  the 
preceding  verfes,  we  might  juftly  have  expe&ed  to 
hear  awful  denunciations  of  terrible  judgments  againft 
tfipfif  wtjo  were  addi&ed  to  fuch  finful  pra&ices.    In* 

*  flgfea  i?,  a.. 

ftead 


Ver.  16.     PROPHECIES  of  ISAIAH.  7* 

ftead  of  thefe,  we  are  agreeably  furprifed  with  the 
moil  friendly  and  falutary  advices,  neceffary  to  be 
carefully  attended  to,  and  faithfully  obferved,  in  or- 
der to  deliverance  from  deferved  calamities. Wajb 

je.  The  people,  to  whom  thefe  words  were  primarily 
directed,  were  not  only  polluted  through  the  corrup- 
tion of  their  nature  in  common  with  others,  in  con- 
fequence  of  defcehding  from  thofe  who  had  revolted 
from  God,  but  they  had  defiled,  themfelves  by  their 
multiplied  tranfgreffions,  and  the  unholy  performance 
of  the  duties  of  divine  worfhip.  Sin  is  reprefented  in 
fcripture  under  many  inftru&ive  fimilitudes,  ferving 
to  (hew  its  vile  abominable  nature,  its  odioufhefs  in 
his  fight,  who  is  of  purer  eyes  than  to  behold  iniqui- 
ty, and  the  impurity  of  fuch  as  indulge  in  it.  We 
thereby  contract  that  filthinefs  of  the  flefh  and  fpirit, 
that  univerfal  pollution  with  which  our  fouls  and 
bodies  are  tainted,  and  from  which  our  outward  and 
inward  man,  our  hearts  and  our  hands,  need  to  be 
cleanfed.  All  the  wafhings  and  purifications  under 
the  law  plainly  fuppofed  this  defilement :  they  repre- 
fented to  men  the  indifpenfable  neceffityof  their 
being  cleanfed  from  fin,  and  were  emblematical  of 
what  is  here  recommended.  Though  this,  and  the 
following  expreffion,  may  be  viewed  as  explaining 
and  enforcing  each  other,  it  may  not  be  improper 
to  confider  the  firft,  as  relating  to  pardon  of  fin, 
from  the  guilt  of  which  we  are  delivered  by  the  pre- 
cious blood  of  Chrift,  and  the  latter,  as  refpe&ing 
the  pollution  of  fin,  from  which  we  are  freed  by  the 
fpirit  of  Jefus.  Both  thefe  are  equally  neceflary  to 
the  falvation  of  men,  and  inseparably  joined  together 
in  the  promifes  and  commands  of  God.*  From  ths 
exprefs  declarations  contained  in  fcripture,  it  ap* 
pears,  that  the  guilt  of  fin  is  removed  by  the  blood 
of  the  Son  of  God,  who  loved  us,  and  wafhed  us 
from  our  fins  in  his  own  blood,  by  faith  in  which  we 
are  freely  juftified.    This  blood,  and  the  abfolute  ne- 

ceffity  of  its  application,  were  typified,  under  the  Old 

Jeftament, 
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Teftament,  to  the  people  whom  our  prophet  now 
addrefled.  When  therefore  he  dire&s  them  to  waflh, 
he  requires  the  diligent  ufe  of  the  means  and  inflitu- 
tions  which  God  had  appointed,  that  thereby  they 
might  obtain  the  remiffion  of  fins,  and  be  faved  from 
the  punifhraent  of  their  tranfgreffions  ;  and  cautions 
them  to  beware  of  thofe  fins  which  would  add  to  the 
guilt  already  contra&ed. 

Make  you  clean.     God,  in  infinite  mercy,   hath 
promifed,  *  I  will  fprinkle  clean  water  upon  you,  and 

*  ye  fhall  be  clean :  from  all  your  filthinefs,  and  from 

*  all  your  idols  will  I  cleanfe  you  V  This  intimates 
his  gracious  intentions,  his  perfed  ability,  to  purify 
the  molt  polluted  finners,  and  that  this  extraordinary 
work  is  peculiar  to  him,  who  only  can  bring  a  clean 
out  of  an  unclean  thing.  Notwithftanding,  in  perfeft 
confidence  with  fuch  promifes,  God  faith,  by  Ifaiah, 
Make  you  clean  ;  intimating,  that  it  is  our  indifpenfable 
duty,  to  concur  with  him  in  carrying  on  this  great 
work,  by  the  diligent  improvement  of  the  means  he 
hath  appointed  for  acquiring  the  purity  he  hath  pro- 
xnifed,  which  is  effential  to  our  true  happinefs,  and 
carefully  to  avoid  every  thing  that  might  increafe 
our  impurity.  To  wafh  and  purify  his  people  is  the 
glorious  prerogative  of  the  bleffed  God,  and  is  effec- 
tuated by  his  word  and  Spirit ;  and  therefore  we  ob- 
ferve  the  fupplicants  before  his  throne,  under  deep 
impreffion  of  this  humbling  truth,  adopting  fuch  re- 
quefts  as  this,  4  Wafti  me  throughly  from  mine  ini- 
4  quity,  and  cleanfe  me  from  my  fin  f  /  ■  ■  As  the 
purification,  here  fpoken  of,  is  equally  incumbent 
upon  you,  brethren,  as  upon  the  Jews  of  old,  permit 
me  to  exhort  you,  in  the  words  of  God,  *  Wafh  ye, 
*.  make  ye  clean.     Cleanfe  your  hands,  ye  finners, 

*  purify  your  hearts,  ye  double-minded  J.'  To  this 
heceffary  work  I  call  you,  in  order  to  convince  you 
of  your  pollution,  and  your  utter  inability  to  wafh 

0  Ezek.  xxxvi,  25.  +  PfaJ.  li.  2.  %  James  iv.  SK 
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away  your  fpiritual  defilement,  to  inculcate  'upon 
you  the  indifpenfable  neceffity  of  being  throughly 
cleaned  from  your  iniquities,  and  to  excite  you  to 
the  diligent  ufe  of  all  the  means  inftituted  for  this 
purpofe.  Had  I  been  illuftrating  ,thefe  dire&ions  \ 
whilft  Judaifm  was  in  force,  I  would!  have  advifed  to 
the  ceremonial  wafhings  appointed  under  the  law, 
which  fan&ified  to  the  purifying  of  the  flefh,  and  typi- 
fied good  things  which  were  then  future^  But  now 
tiiefe  carnal  ordinances  being  abolifhed  under  the 
gofpel,  I  call  you  to  *  the  fountain  opened  for  fin  and 
4  unckannefs  ;'  and  you  are  now  invited  to  repair  tor 
it  immediately,  in  the  exercife  of  faith,  humility,  and 
defire,  that  you  may  be  waflied  from  your  fins,  and 
cleanfed  from  your  pollutions,  that  your  confidences- 
being  purified  from  dead  works,  you  may  ferve  the 
Living  God. 

Put  away  the  evil  of  your  doings  from  before  mine 
eyes.  The  aftions  referred  to,  in  this  advice,  feem 
to  be  thofe  mentioned  in  the  preceding  verfes.  The 
multitude  of  facrifices  which  the  men  of  Judah  pre- 
sented before  the  Lord,  the  folemn  appearances  they 
made  in  his  divine  prefence,  the  obfervance  of  their 
(acred  affemblies  and  appointed  feafts,  together  with 
their  many  prayers,  were  no  doubt  the  doings  here  in- 
tended. Much  fin,  particularly  of  hypocrify  and  for- 
mality, attended  the  performance  of  thefe  duties ;  re- 
lpecfcing  which,  God,  by  the  prophet,  had  expoftu- 
lated  with  them,  in  the  foregoing  verfes ;  and  this  it 
is  which  they  are  direfted  to  put  away.  They  did 
not  obferve  divine  inftitutions  out  of  love  to  God  and 
his  authority,  they  did  not  delight  in  drawing  nigh  to 
him  with  their  whole  hearts,  nor  were  they  animated 
by  a  lively  faith  in  the  great  objetts  prefigured  by  the 
different  parts  of  their  worfhip.  All  the  evil  that  at-  . 
tended  their  doings  was  perfeftly  known  to  him,  who 
fearcheth  the  heart,  and  trieth  the  reins  of  the  chil- 
dren of  men,  and  before  whom  all  things  are  naked 
and  open.     Not  a  fmful  thought,  not  the  leaft  difli- 

mulation, 
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mulation,  not  a  wrong  intention  or  corrupt  principle, 
fprung  up  in  their  hearts,  but  it  came  fully  under  his 
infpe&ion,  and  proved  highly  offenfive  to  him,  who 
cannot  look  on  fin  but  with  deteftation.  That  their 
doings  might  become  acceptable  to  him,  they  are  di- 
rected to  put  away  the  evil  that  adhered  to  their  fer- 
vices,  and  heartily  to  renounce  all  thofe  vicious  prin- 
ciples, and  wrong  views,  whereby  they  had  been 
influenced  in  the  worfhip  of  the  true  God.  For  this 
purpofe,  it  was  neceflary  that  their  hearts  fhould 
be  purified  by  faith,  their  miftaken  views  cor  reded, 
their  temper  re&ified,   and  their  pra&ices  reform* 

ed. —This  exhortation  is  no  lefs  neceflary  to  us, 

than  to  thofe  to  whom  it  was  primarily  given.  Ye 
may  be  fenfible,  that  much  fin  cleaves  to  all  our  fer- 
vices,  which  ought  not  only  to  be  acknowledged 
with  forrow,  but  renounced  as  hurtful  and  danger* 
ous.  '  If  then  iniquity  be  in  your  hand,  put  it  far 
4  away,  and  let  not  wickednefs  dwell  in  your  taber* 
4  nacles.  For  then  (halt  thou  lift  up  thy  face  without 
4  fpot,  yea,  thou  (halt  be  ftedfaft,  and  flialt  not  fear.  *' 
Ceafe  to  do  evil.  Similar,  fhort,  comprehenfivc 
dire&ions  are  often  repeated,  both  in  the  Old  and 
New  Teftament.  We  are  exhorted,  *  to  depart  from 
4  evil,  and  do  good  f  ;*  we  are  required,  c  to  abhor 
c  that  which  is  evil,  and  to  cleave  to  that  which  is 
4  good  J.'  Though  evil  fometimes  denotes,  in  fcrip- 
ture,  all  manner  of  fin  and  wickednefs,  it  is  to  be  un- 
derftood  at  other  times  in  a  more  reftricted  fenfe*  for 
the  wrongs  and  injuries  done  by  one  perfon  to  an- 
other. In  this  fenfe,  our  divine  Mafter  requires  us 
not  to  refill  evil  ||.  This  laft  feems  evidently  to  be  the 
import  of  the  word  in  the  expreflion  before  us,  where 
the  profefling  people  of  God  are  fuppofed  to  have 
been  addi&ed  to  the  pra&ice  of  evil,  and  are  difluaded 
front  perfifting  in  thofe  evils  they  committed  againflf 

*  Job.  xi.  14,  15.  f  Pfal.  xxxiv.  14.  %  Rom.  *ii.  9. 

U  Matth.  v.  39. 
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their  brethren/  "  Human  happineft,"  as  an  emi- 
nent writer  obferves,  "  h  a  tender  plant,  which  every 
w  rude  breath  is  fufiicient  to  blaft."  The  precept 
before  us  is  intended  to  fet  a  fence  about  it,  to  pre- 
serve it  from  injuries,  to  prevent  the  (hocking  fpe&acle 
of  human  mifery,  and  to  inculcate  the  neceffity  of  re- 
lieving it.  Remedies,  though  always  to  be  ufed  when 
neceflary,  are  often  troublefome  and  painful  when 
applied,  and  uncertain  with  refpe&  to  the  effe&s  they 
may  produce.  True  wifdom,  therefore,  diretts  to 
ufe  every  precaution  that  may  render  them  need- 
lefs ;  and  this  feems  to  be  the  import  of  the  duty  here 
required.  In  pofitive  precepts  there  is  fometimes 
room  for  the  plea  of  ignorance  or  doubt ;  but  no 
good  excufe  can  be  given  for  the  neglect  of  what  is 
contained  in  this  fhort  direction.  When  men  are  ex- 
horted to  ads  of  beneficence,  they  may  plead  incon- 
renience  or  inability ;  but  certainly  no  one  can  judly 
plead  exemption  from  refraining  to  do  wrong ;  fo 
that  obedience  to  this  rule  is  confefiedly  incumbent 

upon  all. This  circurnftance  ought  to  remind 

you,  who  now  hear  me,  of  your  intimate  concern  in 
this  diredion,  which  it  is  your  indifpenfable  duty  to 
obey.  Think  not  to  excufe  yourfelves,  in  the  words 
of  the  prophet,  *  Can  the  Ethiopian  change  his  (kin, 
*  or  the  leopard  his  fpots  ?  then  may  ye  alfo  do 
'  good,  who  are  accuftomed  to  do  evil  V  The  im- 
portant change  which,  of  yourfelves,  you  are  unable 
to  effectuate,  the  Spirit  of  God,  which  you  are  en* 
couraged  to  aft,  can  eafily  accomplifli ;  and  what  God 
hath  declared  to  be  your  duty,  we  are  bound  to  in- 
culcate, and  you  to  obey,  not  the  lefs  bec^ufc  you 
have  fbolifhly  indulged  in  an  oppofite  conduct,  and 
thereby  hurt  your  capacity  of  doing  good.  Ceafe 
then  from  injuring  your  neighbours  by  fraud  and  op- 
pTeflion,  beware  of  hurting  and  diftreffing  them,  of 
difrefpe&ing  your  fuperiors,  of  contemning  your  in* 

*  J<r.  xiii.  33. 

K  feriors* 
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feriors,  or  behaving  with  rudencfs  toward  your  e- 
quals.  *  With-hold  not  good  from  him  to  whom  it 
*  is  due,  when  it  is  in  the  power  of  thine  hand  to 
<  do  it  V 

17  Learn  to  do  well,  feek  judgment,  relieve 
the  oppYefled,  judge  the  fatherlefs,  plead  for 
the  widow. 

More  falutary  advices  are  given  in  this  verfe  by 
the  wonderful  Counfellor.— Learn  to  do  well,  or 
to  do  good,  as  the  Hebrew  word  alfo  fignines-i  Here 
it  may  denote,  the  pra&ice  of  that  which  is  honeft, 
virtuous,  and  juft,  in  oppofition  to  the  evil  cautioned 
againft  in  the  preceding  verfe.  This  feems  to  be  its 
obvious  meaning  in  the  forecited  pfalm  f .  Doing  well 
comprehends  the  pradige  of  every  good  work,  inclu-» 
ded  in  our  duty  to  God,  in  the  exercifes  of  goodnefs, 
righteoufnefs,  and  truth  toward  others,  and  in  tem- 
perance and  fobriety  refpefting  ourfelves.  That  thefe 
things  be  well  done,  or,  in  other  words,  that  men  do 
good,  their  actions  mud  proceed  from  good  prin- 
ciples, the  renewed  difpofition?  of  a  good  and  honeft 
heart*  Education  and  cuflom  may  habituate  men  to 
the  form  of  godlinefs,  and  good  nature  may  prompt 
them  to  a  kind  behaviour  toward  others,  by  which 
they  may  acquire  much  efteem  from  thofe  who  are 
unacquainted  with  the  principles  frpm  whence  their 
a&ions  proceeded.  Whereas  were  they  known,  an4 
properly  examined,  they  would  be  found  extremely 
defeSive,  and  far  from  deferving  to  be  called  good<-rr 
Their  conduft  mud  be  direfted  to  worthy  and  W, 
luable  purpofes.  A  love  of  decency,  a  regard  to  re- 
putation, a  defire  of  promoting  worldly  interefts,  may 
be  fubllituted  in  room  of  love  to  God,  reverence  for 
his  authority,  the  love  of  righteoufnefs,  and  gratitude 
fpr  divine  goodnefs.     Thefe  difpofitipns  may  induce 

*  JVpv.  Hi,  27,  jf  Pfal.  3tx*nr.  14. 
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men  to  do  forae  things  good  in  themfelves,*  though 
their  aSions  remain  deftitute  of  thofe  moral  qualities 
of  which  they  have  only  the  appearance.  But  in 
veil-doing,  the  great  ends  to  be  kept  invariably  in 
view,  are,  advancing  the  glory  of  God,  the  promo- 
ting of  our  own  falvation  and  that  of  others,  the 
acquiring  a  growing  iefemblance  to  our  great  Lord, 
the  obtaining  the  divine  approbation,  and  being  pre- 
pared for  the  enjoyment  of  eternal  glory.  Thefe  dif- 
tinguifh  the.  fubftance  from  the  lhadow,  the  fterling- 

coin  from  that  which  is  counterfeited. Nor  is  this 

all,  in  order  to  doing  well,  our  a&ions  mud  be  re- 
gulated by  the  ftandard  of  the  word  of  God.  The 
caprice  or  laws  of  men,  prevalent  example,  and  fond 
inclination,  are  the  rules  obferved  in  evil-doing,  and 
chiefly  attended  to  by  thofe  who  wilh  to  appear  before 
men  to  do  good,  and  who  maintain  a  kind  of  fuper- 
ftitious  regard  for  the  external  parts  of  godlinefs. 
But  in  doing  well,  the  only  rule  and  meafure  of  all 
our  a&ions,  is  the  perfeft  law  of  liberty,  which  clear- 
ly points  out  what  is  neceffary  to  be  done,  in  what 
manner  it  ought  to  be  executed,  and  reprefents  the 
principles,  the  motives,  and  ends,  agreeably  to  which 
every  thing  truly  good  mud  be  performed. 

This  divine  art  God  invites  his  ancient  people  to 
learn.  This  intimates,  that,  though  they  were  wife 
to  do  evil,  yet  they  were  mere  children  and  novices 
in  the  pra£tice  of  that  which  is  good ;  and,  having 
never  been  exercifed  in  well-doing,  they  needed  to 
be  taught  the  firft  principles,  and  inftrufted  in  the 
very  rudiments  of  this  noble  fcience.  They  are  di- 
re&ed  immediately  to  fet  about  this  important  work, 
and  carefully  to  improve  every  mean  that  might  con- 
duce to  promote  their  acquaintance  with  what  is 
truly  good,  and  give  them  a  facility  in  well-doing. 
It  was  neceflary  for  this  purpofe  they  (hould  receive 
the  inftru&ions  of  divine  wifdom,  and  experience 
what  it  is  to  be  taught  of  him  who  teaqheth  to  profit, 
who  gives  undemanding  to  the  fimple,  to  the  young 

man 
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man  knowledge  and  difcretion.    It  was  needful,  that, 
in  humble  dependence  on  his  bleffing,  they  ihould 
diligently  attend  Co  the  inftruftions  of  thofe  he  em- 
ployed as  fubordinate  teachers,  not  out  of  neceflity  on 
his  part,  but  to  accommodate  himfelf  to  the  weaknefs 
of  their  capacities  who  were  to  be  taught.     Whilft 
under  his  tuition,  their  proficiency  in  learning  fhould 
be  eftimated,  not  by  their  progrefe  in  fpeculative 
knowledge,  but  in  holy  obedience,  in  obeying  from 
the  heart  ■  the   form    of   do&rine    delivered    unto 
them.— This  exercife,  my  brethren,  is  as  necefiary 
for  you  as  for  the  jews  in  the  days  of  Ifaiah  ;  and, 
therefore,  I  entreat  you  will  employ  yourfelves  ia 
learning  the  important  leflbn  of  well-doing.    For  this 
end,  plead  with  God  that  he  may  become  your 
teacher,  and  fubmit  to  all  his  inilru&ions,  otherwife 
your  natural  ignorance  will  never  be  removed,  your 
perverfe  wills  can  never  be  fubdued,  nor  your  corrupt 
prejudices  taken  away.     The  teaching  of  men,  after 
all  tfiey  have  faid,  can  never  purify  and  reform  the 
heart ;   and  therefore  labour  to  get  well  acquainted 
with  the  divine  precepts,  and  to  experience  their 
power  enlightening   your  minds,   hnprefiing  your 
hearts,  and  leading  you  on  to  well-doing.    And 
having  learned  this  divine  art,  endeavour,  by  patient 
continuance,  in  the  pra&ice  of  it,  to  feek  for  glory, 
honour,  and  immortality. 

Seek  judgment.  In  this,  and  the  following  expref- 
fions,  contained  in  this  verfe,  the  prophet  dire&s  to 
the  pra&ice  of  feveral  branches  of  well-doing,  judg- 
ment is  ufed  in  various  fenfes  in  fcripture,  which  I 
(hall  not  (lay  at  prefent  to  mention.  It  feems  to  de- 
note here,  ading  agreeably  to  the  rules  given  in  the 
perfect  law  of  equity,  in  which  the  Lord  our  God 
hath  {hewn  what  is  juft  and  good,  and  what  he  re* 
quires  of  us.  It  confifts  in  that  proper  and  equitable 
conduft  which  {lands  in  oppofition  to  rigour,  fraud, 
and  cruelty ;  which  is  regulated  by  a  drift  regard  to 
integrity  and  righteoufnefs,  and  tempers  every  de- 
mand 
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mand  made  upon  others  with  mercy  and  moderation* 
It  is  to  think  upon  and  pra&ife  whatsoever  things  are 
true,  whatsoever  things  are  honed:,  juft,  pure,  lovely, 
of  good  report,  virtuous,  and  praiie-worthy.  It  is  to 
ad  according  to  the  golden  rule  of  our  blefled  Sa- 
viour, s  Doing  to  men  what  foe  ver  we  would  that 
4  they  fhould  do  to  us/  This  is  indeed  an  objeft 
highly  worthy  of  being  fought  after.  The  expreffion 
naturally  fuppofes,  that  judgment  had  been  in  a 
great  meafure  loft,  as  was  the  cafe  among  the  Jew* 
at  the  time  this  falutary  advice  was  given  them* 
It  imports,  that  they  ought  to  have  entertained  a 
high  efteem  of  the  exercifes  of  juftice;  for  no 
perfon  will  earneftlv  feek  after  what  he  reckons  it 
trifling  and  infignincant*  It  alfo  includes,  diligent 
endeavours  to  acquire  that  judgment  in  the  wayf 
which  God  hath  marked  out,  and  a  vigorous  purfuif 
after  this  truly  defirable  objeft,  which  fhould  be 
fought  for  as  filver,  and  fearched  for  as  hid  trea* 
fures;— — This  is  what  I  would  have  you  to  apply 
your  hearts  to,  that  thereby  you  may  be  affimulated 
into  a  blefled  refemblance  to  God,  who  delights  in 
exercifing  loving-kindnefs,  judgment,  and  tender 
mercy  in  the  earth.  This  will  render  you  amiable 
in  the  eyes  of  thofe  who  are  good :  it  will  render  you 
ornaments  to  fociety,  and  uieful  in  the  world :  it 
will  make  way  for  mod  agreeable  communion  with 
the  God  of  judgment :  it  will  afford  you  happy  expe* 
rience  of  true  confolation ;  and  prove  well-plcafing  in 
his  fight,  who  loveth  them  that  follow  after  righ* 
teoufhefs. 

Relieve  the  opprejfed.  Oppreffion  is  the  difmal  effeft 
of  employing  power  and  influence  to  cruel  and  unjuft 
purpofes.  The  poor  and  the  needy,  the  widow,  the 
fatherleft,  and  the  ftranger,  are  commonly  the  per* 
ions  moft  exppfed  to  this  irCn-rod ;  whilft  the  great, 
the  rich,  and  the  powerful,  through  their  pride  and 
vanity,  are  commonly  the  inftruments  of  inflicting  it. 
It  is  indeed  a  fore  evil,  that  thofe  whom  divine  pro- 
vidence 
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vidence  hath  eKaked  to  the  mod  eminent  ftatioln,  to 
whom  God  hath  given  riches,*  honour,  and  ppwet* 
that  they  may  proteft  and  do  good  to  thofe  that  are 
deftitute,.  ihould  notwithftanding  harafs,  vex*  and 
injure  them.   This  is  *  as  if  the  rodfhould  (hake  itfelf 

*  againft  him  that  lifts  it  up,  or  as  if  the  ftaff  ihould 

*  lift  up  itfelf  as  if  it  were  not  wood  *.*  This  is  a  moft 
odious  iniquity  in  the  fight  of  the  Lord  God  mercU 
ful  and  gracious,  and  a  ftrange  perverfion  of  the  pur* 
pofds  of  his  kind  providence.-  This  is  a  grievous 
burden  to  thofe  who  are  obliged  to  fuftain  it,  and  at- 
tended with  the  word  of  consequences,  as  Solomon 
obferved ;  c  Oppreffion  maketh  a  wife  man  mad  j-/ 
It  is  the  highefbinjuftice,  and  the  groffeft  impiety,  an 
atrocious  fin  which  expofes  its  abettors  to  the  awful 
judgments  of  Almighty  God.— —Such  as  are  op* 
f>refled  the  people. of  God  are  directed  to  relieve* 
This  imports,  that  they  ought  to  employ  their  power 
and  influence  to  refcue  the  injured  from  under  the  ca- 
lamities they  feel— that  they  labour  to  *adminifter  fea-* 
fonable  fupport  to  them  under  the  hard  treatment 
they  fuftain — and  that  they  exert  themfelves,  by 
every  lawful  expedient,  to  prevent  their  ppprefibrs 

from  farther  #diftrefSng  them.' You  cannot  excufe 

yourfelves  .from  taking  part  in  this  pleafant  employ 
ment,  when  you  confider,  with  the  wifeft  of  men,  the 
oppreflions  done  under  the  fun.  If  you  attend  to  your 
intimate  connection  with  thofe  who  iuffer  wrong,  and 
how  deeply  the  bleffed  God  hath  interefted  himfelf  in 
their  behalf— when  you  behold  their  tears  of  for  row, 
furely  you  cannot  refufe  to  lend  them  any  fmall  relief 
that  is  in  your  power  to  afford. 

jfudge  thefatherlefs.  Stridiy  fpeaking,  the  father* 
lefs  are  thofe  who  have  been  bereaved  of  their  pa- 
rents, whom  God  hath  conftituted  the  guardians  and 
guides  of  their  children.  In  fcripture  the  chara&er 
is  not  confined  to  fuch,  but  frequently  includes  thofe 

« 

*  Ifaiah  x.  15.  \  Ecclcf.  vii.  7. 

who 
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who  are  in  forlorn  circumftances,  deftitute  of  friends 
to  affift  and  relieve  them.    In  this  extenfive  fenfe  God 
is  faid  to  be  the  helper  of  the  fatherlefs  *•     The  cfta* 
rafter  here  comprehends,  not  only  thofe  who  have 
been  deprived  of  their  parents,  but  fuch  alfo  as  are  in 
a  helplefs  ftate,  needful  of  the  divine  interpofition  in 
their  favour.     Orphans  often  fall  a  prey  to  the  in- 
juftice  and  cruelty  of  bad  men,  notwithftanding  the 
oppreffion  and  robbery  of  the  fatherlefs  are  accounted 
by  Jehovah  the  moft  aggravated  crimes,  which  he 
hath  threatened  to  punifli  by  the  moft  awful  judg- 
ments f.     On  perfons  of  this  defcription,  he  hath  fet 
many  marks  of  his  friendly  attention  and  regard. 
He  hath  implanted  in  mankind  a  folicitous  concern 
for  the  welfare  of  their  own  children,  which  is  eafily 
transferred  to  the  young  ones  of  others.    He  hath  en- 
forced this  natural  propenfity,  by  inculcating  the  care 
of  orphans  as  their  duty,  by  promifes  of  mercy  to  the 
obedient,  and  declarations  of  his  awful  difpleafure 
againfl  the  rebellious :   and,  in  the  courfe  of  his 
adorable  providence,  he  makes  neceflary  provilion  for 
them,  and  difpofes  many  to  pity  and  befriend  them. 
In  the  words  before  us,  he  calls  upon  his  profeffing 
people,   and  their  rulers,  to  judge  the  fatherlefs. 
Viewing  the  words  as  direfted  to  thofe  in  power, 
they  import,  that  thejr  ought  to  endeavour  rightly 
to  underfland,    and  impartially  to  determine,  the 
caufes  of  the  orphans  which  were  brought  before 
them  for  decifion.     Confidering  them  as  direfted  to 
the  people  at  large,  it  is  neceflary  to  interpret  the 
judging  here  recommended,  as  fignifying  the  pleading 
their  caufe,  in  which  fenfe  the  word  is  fometimes 
ufed  {.     The  precept  requires  them,   to  appear  in 
behalf  of  the  fatherlefs  and  helplefs,  and  to  main* 
tain  their  caufe  againfl  thofe  who  would  hurt  and  in* 

jure  them.- Remember  this  too  is  your  indifpen- 

fable  duty,  would  you  referable  him,  who  declares, 

*  Pfal.  x.  14.  I  Ifaiab  x.  2.  $  Jcr.  v.  28. 

from 
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from  his  holy  habitation,  that  he  is  the  Father  of  the 
fatherlefs;  would  you  obey  and  pleafe  him,  from 
whom  you  have  received  all  your  comforts,  who  hath 
often  pitied  and  helped  you,  when  no  other  hand 
could  have  administered  relief.  Let  not  any  oppor- 
tunity flip,  of  (hewing  kindnefs  to  the  orphan  and 
the  deftitute ;  but  do  what  lies  in  your  power  to  fup* 
port  their  rights,  and  relieve  their  neceflities. 

Plead  for  the  widow.  The  word  tranflated  widow 
is  very  emphatical,  being  derived  from  one  that  figni. 
fies  to  bind,  or  bejitent.  Widows  are  expofed  to 
many  troubles,  and  frequently  detained  in  the  bonds 
of  affliction  and  forrow,  from  which  they  cannot  ex- 
tricate themfelves.  They  are  often  filent,  through 
grief  of  heart,  incapable  of  fpeaking  in  their  own  be- 
half, and  defending  their  own  caufe.  In  this  helplefa 
condition,  they  are  apt  to  become  a  prey  to  the  unjufl 
and  oppreffive  among  men,  who  endeavour  to.  diilrefs 
them  in  various  ways.  For  their  encouragement,  the 
Lord  of  the  whole  earth  hath  declared,  That  he  is 
their  Hufband,  who  efpoufes  their  caufe,  and  who  will 
certainly  be  avenged  on  thofe  who  afflift  them.  In- 
deed there  is  no  clafs  of  the  human  fpecies  to  whom 
he  fliews  more  attention  and  companion,  than  to 
thofe  who  are  widows  indeed,  trufting  in  him.  In 
proof  of  this,  we  obferve  he  frequently  recommends 
them  to  the  care  of  his  ancient  people,  and  repeatedly 
requires  them  to  afford  them  every  neceflary  relief : 
and,  ia  the  words  under  confideration,  he  dire&s 
them  to  plead  for  the  widow ;  or,  as  the  word  de- 
notes, to  manage  the  caufe  of  the  widow,-*— Intereft 
yourfelves  deeply  in  their  behalf,  give  them  your 
friendly  afliftance  in  conducing  their  affairs,  and,  as 
occafion  requires,  negle&  not  to  take  part  agaimt 
thofe  who  would  vex  and  opprefs  them.  This  is 
highly  neceflary,  to  demonftrate  your  fubje&ion  to 
God,  and  to  difcover  a  becoming  folicitude  for  the 
happinefs  of  the  mod  feeble  of  our  race,  and  oft- 
times  the  moil  negle&ed.    The  carelefs  omiflion  of 

this 
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this  duty,  by  the  people  to  whom  our  prophet  was 
lent  with  this  rileffage, :  expofed  them  to  the  mod  fe- 

vere  divine  judgments. Let  us  then  take  warning, 

and  (hew  ourfelves  willing  and  obedient  to  the  voice 
of  God,  as  we  value  his  life-giving  favour,  and  would 
efcape  his  righteous  vengeance.  By  the  faithful  per- 
formance of  the  importairt  duties  here  recommended, 
let  us  demonftrate  to  ourfelves  and  others,  that  we 
have  put  away  the  evil  of  our  doings,  and  learned  to 
do  well. 

* 

18  Come  now,  and  let  us  reafon  together, 
faith  the  Lord  :  though  your  fins  be  as  fcarlet, 
they  (hall  be  as  white  as  lnow  ;  though  they  be 
red  like  crimfon,  they  {hall  be  as  wool. 

In  thefe  words  the  eternal  God  vouchfafes  to  in- 
vite his  people  to  fix  their  attention  on  the  aggrava- 
tions wherewith  their  fins  were  attended,  and  the 
aftonifhing  manner  in  which   he   confers  fbrgive- 

nefs. The  addrefs  ftands  in  the  form  of  an  affec- 

donate  entreaty,  proceeding  from  the  utmoft  tender- 
nefs,  and  concern  for  the  happinefs  of  tltofe  to  whom 
it  is  direfted.  Come  now,  however  heinous  and  mul- 
tiplied your  tranfgreffions,  and  liften  with  attention 
and  candour  to  the  following  interefting  truths  de- 
figned  for  your  encouragement.  The  reafoning  to 
which  you  are  invited,  denotes  fuch  an  argument  or 
debate  as  arifes  between  two  parties,  one  of  whom 
brings  a  heavy  charge  againft  the  other,  who  defends 
himfelf,  and  anfwers  all  the  objections  propbfed. 
By  forfaking  the  Lord,  and  provoking  the  Holy  One 
of  Ifrael,  the  men  of  Judah  practically  affirmed,  his 
fervice  was  neither  honourable  nor  profitable :  by 
diffimulation  and  hypocrify,  they  dealt  deceitfully 
with  God,  and  contracted  the  mod  complicated  guilt, 
from  which  they  might  have  no  hopes  of  being  de- 
livered. Such  is  the  unbiaffed  equity,  and  infinite 
clemency  of  the  fupreme  Lord  of  all,  that  he  conde- 

L  '  fcenda 
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fcends  to  vindicate  the  re&itude  of  bis  difpenfations, 
and  declines  not  fully  to  anfwer  all  the  objedions 
brought  againft  the  adrniniftration  of  the  riches  of  his 
mercy.  This  we  fee  exemplified  in  many  paflhges  of 
fcripture,  befide  the  ftriking  inftance  now  before  us. 
In  the  fixth  chapter  of  Micah,*  from  the  2d  verfe, 
God,  having  fummoned  the  mountains,  and  ftrong 
foundations  of  the  earth  to  attend,  pathetically  ex- 
poftulates  with  his  people  as  to  their  fins ;  he  reminds 
them  of  his  mercies,  and  fets  forth  his  controverfy 
with  them;  to  which  he  demands  their  anfwer* 
Having  reached  convi&ion  to  their  hearts  of  their  in- 
gratitude and  rebellion,  they  anxioufly  inquire,  what 
courfe  they  fhould  take  to  efcape  his  wrath,  and  ob- 
tain acceptance  with  him  ?  In  the  reafoning  contained 
in  this  verfe,  from  which  I  am  now  fpeaking,  the 
Lord  propofes  the  mod  powerful  arguments  to  in- 
duce his  people  to  comply  with  the  preceding  direc- 
tions, to  warn,  and  make  clean,  and  put  away  the  evil 
of  their  doings,  whilft  he  gives  the  mod  convincing 
demonftration  of  the  riches  of  his  grace.  An  earthly 
prince  would  hardly  deign  to  rcafou  with  his  rebel- 
lious fubjefts  concerning  the  wickednefs  of  their  revolt^ 
and  the  way  in  which  thev  may  hope  to  be  pardon- 
ed; yet  the  Lord  of  holts  calls  thofe  whofe  hands 
were  full  of  blood,  and  whofe  fervices  were  an  abo- 
mination, to  hearken  to  his  reviving  declarations.—. 
Whilft  we  contemplate  with  wpnder  the  infinite  com- 
paflion  of  Jehovah,  in  thus  familiarly  addr effing  us* 
let  us  diligently  attend  to  the  inftru£tive  reafoning 
fubjoined  in  the  following  words  : 

Though  yotir  Jins  fa  as  fear let ,  tbeyjhall  be  as  white 
as  fnqw ,  though  they  be  red  like  crimfony  tbeyjhall  be  as 
wool.  Both  thefe  expreffions  feem  to  be  of  the  fame 
import,  the  one  ferving  to  illuftrate  and  confirm  the 
other,  and  therefore  I  fliall  confider  them  together. 
Sin  is  the  tranfgreflion  of  the  law ;  or,  as  it  is  well 
defined  in  our  Shorter  Catechifm,  it  confifts  in  any 
want  qf  conformity  unto,  or  tranfgreffian  againil  the 

law 
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law  of  God.  Some  fins  are  lefs  heinous,  and  others 
more  aggravated  and  atrocious,  on  which  account 
they  are  compared  to  fcarlet  and  crimfon,  the  ftrongeft 
of  ail  colours.  In  the  expreffions  now  under  confi- 
deration,  there  is  an  obvious  reference  to  the  con- 
cluding part  of  the  15th  verfe,  where  thofe  here 
fpoken  to  are  faid  to  have  had  hands  full  of  blood, 
which  is  of  a  fcarlet  and  crimfon  colour.  They  had 
provoked  the  Lord  their  God  by  the  mod  bloody 
crimes  and  daring  tranfgreffions,  whereby  they  were 
deeply  involved  in  that  complicated  guilt,  which  fully 
jultifies  the  fimilitude  here  ufed.  Their  fins  were  at- 
tended with  every  circumftance  that  could  increafe 
their  aggravations :  they  were  committed  againft 
much  inilrudion  which  they  had  received,  againft 
manifold  mercies  wherewith  they  had  been  favoured, 
againft  repeated  warnings  that  had  been  given  them, 
after  the  mod  folemn  engagements  to  the  fervice  of 
God,  many  profeffions  of  repentance,  and  mod  awful 
judgments  threatened,  and  in  part  executed  upon 
them.  With  great  propriety  are  the  (ins  referred  to 
likened  to  fcarlet  and  crimfon,  which,  fo  far  as  I 
know,  are  colours  impofiible  for  human  art  to  dis- 
charge.  Notwithftanding,  God,  with  whom  all 

things  are  poffihle,  declares,  they  (hall  be  white  as 
fnow  and  wool,  the  purity  of  which  are  fo  well  known 
as  to  require  no  illuftration.  Both  companions  re- 
prefent  the  remarkable  cleannefs,  and  high  degree  of 
purity,  which  God  promifes  to  communicate  to  thofe 
who  have  been  guilty  of  the  greateft  tranfgreffions. 
This  was  verified  in  David,  when  God,  in  anfwer  to 
his  prayer,  4  purged  him  with  hyffop,  fo  that  he  was 

*  clean,  and  waihed  him,  fo  that  he  was  whiter  than 

*  foow  *  ;'  and  in  4  thofe  who  came  out  of  great  tri- 

*  bularion,  that  have  their  robes  waftied,  and  made 

*  white  in  the  blood  of  the  Lamb  f .'  In  thefe  exprefr 
fions  we  obferve  a  figure  of  fpeech  which  frequently 

•  Pfal.  li.  j.  f  •  Rcr.  vii.  14. 
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occurs  in  fcripture,  wherein  that  is  afcribed  to  thing* 
which  properly  belongs  to  the  perfons  pofleffed  of  thefe 
things.  You  may  fee  an  example  of  this  in  Matth- 
viii.  3.  where  we  read,  c  Jefus  put  forth  his  hand,  and 
«  touched  the  leper,  faying,  I  will,  be  thou  clean,  and 
immediately  his  leprofy  was  cleanfed ;'  /.  e.  he  was 
cleanfed  from  the  leproiy  wherewith  he  had  been 
-  affli&ed.  In  this  fenfe  we  muft  uriderftand  the  words 
before  us,  where  fins  like  fcarlet  and  crimfon  are  faid 
to  be  made  white  as  fnow.  It  being  impoffible,  in  the 
nature  of  things,  that  fin  can  change  its  nature,  what 
is  here  faid  muft  be  defcriptive  of  that  happy  altera- 
tion made  in  the  condition  of  finners,  when  they  are 
waflied  from  their  fins  in  the  blood  of  Chrift,  and 
their  hearts  and  hands  are  purified  through  his  word 
and  Spirit.  However  deeply  they  were  tinged  with 
the  pollution  of  iniquity,  and  ftained  with  guilt,  they 
are  cleanfed  from  their  filthinefs,  and  faved  from  their 
unrighteoufnefs. 

It  is  vain  to  objeft  to  this  reafoning  of  infinite 
wifdom,  that  you  have  finned  with  a  high  hand,  and 
much  ftubbornnefs  ;  that  your  fins  have  been  fre- 
quently repeated,  and  long  perfifted  in.  Thefe  very 
circumftances  contribute  to  give  them  the  fcarlet  co- 
lour and  crimfon  die  here  mentioned ;  and  though 
they  have  been  multiplied  without  number,  and  ag- 
gravated beyond  defcription,  you  cannot  conclude 
they  exceed  the  reach  of  that  mercy  which  multiplies 
to  pardon,  and  extends  from  everlafting  to  everlaft- 
ing.  Nor  does  it  affeft  the  argument  we  have  been 
confidering,  that  the  truth  it  contains  may  be,  grofsly 
perverted  to  the  worft  of  purpofes.  What  is  there 
good  and  valuable  that  hath  not  been  abufed  ?  The 
beft  bleflings,  life  and  health,  medicine,  liberty,  par- 
don, have  been  grofsly  perverted  }  but  no  wife  man, 
on  that  account,  will  undervalue  or  negleft  them  ; 
no  more  muft  we  omit,  for  that  reafon,  to  unfold  the 
riches  of  divine  mercy.  This  is  a  ftrong  drink,  which 
muft  be  plentifully  administered  for  the  confolation 

of 
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of  them  that  are  ready  to  perifti,  though  prefumption 
and  impenitence  may  prompt  men  to  abufe  it  to  bad 
purpofes.  Diligence  in  bufinefs  is  converted  by  thtf 
covetous  into  an  encouragement  to  eat  the  bread  of 
carefiilnefs  ;  muft  we  ceafe  therefore  to  exhort  men, 
by  our  Lord  Jefus  Chrift,  that  with  quietnefs  they 
work,  and  eat  their  own  bread*  Take  no  thought  for 
to-morrow  founds  like  mufic  in  the  ears  of  the  flug- 
gard,  folding  his  hands  to  flcep ;  but  muft  we,  for 
this  reafon,  refrain  from  perfuading  you  to  be  care- 
ful for  nothing,  but,  in  every  thing,  by  prayer  and  fup- 
plication,  to  let  your  requefts  be  made  known  unto 
God.  Though  the  riches  of  the  grace  of  God  hath 
been  wickedly  perverted  into  an  encouragement  to 
fin,  by  thofe  whofe  hearts  are  fully  fet  in  them  to 
do  evil,  their  exhibition  hath  never  failed  to  prove  :a 
powerful  antidote  againft  fin,  to  fuch  as  have  tafted 
that  the  Lord  is  gracious ;  and,  therefore,  I  decline 

not  to  treat  of  this  reviving  fubjeft. Admire  then 

the  riches  of  forgiving  mercyi  and  beware  left  you 
turn  it  into  wantonnefs  :  it  is  difpenfed  that  you  may 
refemble  the  fnow  and  the  wool  in  purity ;  and  this 
will  be  its  certain  effedt,  if  you  have  experienced  its 
happy  influence. 

19  If  ye  be  willing  and  obedient,   ye  fhall 
eat  the  good  of  the  land. 

This  verfe  defcribes  the  happy  cotifequences  of  a 
prompt  obedience  to  the  directions  contained  in  the 
preceding  verfes.  The  pofterity  of  Ifrael,  lik£  other 
people,  were  ftiff-necked  and .  rebellious,  imcircum- 
cifed  in  heart  and  ears,  and  would  not  hearken  to 
the  voice  of  God,  nor  obey  his  commands.  They 
were  wife  to  do  evil,  but  how  to  do  that  which  is 
good  they  knew  not.  In  order  to  their  being  will- 
ing and  obedient,  God  muft  have  wrought  in  them 
both  to  will  and  to  do  of  his  good  pleafure,  and  made 
them  his  willing  people  in  a  day  of  his  power,  over- " 

coming 
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coming  that  perverfe  obftinacy  for  which  they  were 
remarkable,  and  difpofing  them  cheerfully  to  comply 
trith  the  falutary  advices  which  were  given  them.  If, 
in  confequence  of  this  happy  change  of  difpofition, 
they  were  willing  to  wafli  and  be  clean,  to  put  away 
the  evil  of  their  doings*  to  ceafe  to  do  evil,  and  learn 
to  do  well ;  if  they  were  willing  to  abandon  theif 
wicked  ways,  to  have  recourfe  to  the  fovereign  mer* 
cy  of  God  for  pardon  of  fin,  to  renounce  their  pet* 
verfe  obftinacy,  and  to  be  governed  as  his  loyal  tub* 
jefts  by  his  righteous  laws ;  then  it  fhould  be  well 
with  them,  and  their  children,  and  all  the  promifes 
made  to  obedience  fhould  be  their  portion.— —Thefe* 
Chriftians,  are  eflential  ingredients  in  the  charadet 
of  all  the  people  of  God ;  and  you  will  do  well  fe» 
rioufly  to  confider,  if  they  are  defcriptive  of  your  tern* 
per  and  pra&ice.  Are  you  heartily  willing  to  accept 
of  the  generous  offers  made  you,  in  the  word  of  God* 
of  the  moll  valuable  blefiings,  from  a  deep  convidtioa 
of  their  tranfcendent  excellence,  and  fuitablenefs  to 
your  condition  ?  Are  you  obedient  to  your  rightful 
Lord,  viewing  his  fervice  as  your  indifpenfable  duty, 
your  trueft  wtfdom,  and  higheft  intereft  ;  and  do  you 
(ludy,  in  dependence  on  divine  aid,  to  yield  him  that 
cheerful,  unlimited  obedience  he  gracioufly  demands, 
and  which  is  moft  juftly  his  duer  That  you  anfwer 
thefe  fimple,  interefting  inquiries  in  the  affirmative* 
is  indifpenfably  neceffary  to  your  enjoying  the  blef- 
fings  contained  in  the  following  words : 

Te  Jhall  eat  the  good  of  the  land.  The  land  primarily 
intended  in  thefe  words  was  the  land  of  Canaan,  the 
glory  of  all  lands,  which  flowed  with  milk  and 
honey,  and  abounded  with  corn  and  cattle,  wine  and 
oil,  and  the  precious  things  of  the  earth,  put  forth  by 
the  fun  and  moon.  This  land  the  Almighty  God  pro* 
mifed  for  a  poffeffion  to  the  progenitors  of  this  people^ 
as  an  inftance  of  his  peculiar  regard,  and  a  type  of  a 
heavenly  and  better  country,  which  he  would  beftow 
on  the  fpiritual  pofterity  of  the  father  of  the  faithful. 

•     The 
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The  good  of  that  land  comprehended  all  the  good 
things  which  the  children  of  Ifrael  therein  enjoyed, 
abundance  of  all  the  comforts  of  this  life,  multitudes 
of  flocks,  large  increafe  in  things  neceflary  to  tempo* 
ral  profperity,  deliverance  from  difeafes,  and  the  other 
evils  incident  to  the  nations  around  them,  and  the 
peaceable  poffef&on  of  the  facred  inftitutions  of  di- 
vine worfhip  wherewith  they  were  favoured.——* 
To  eat  this  good,  is  to  enjoy  it,  to  feafl  upon  it,  fo  as 
to  be  thereby  agreeably  fupported  and  fatisfied.  It  is 
not  to  pofTefs  the  riches  of  the  land  as  fome  do,  who 
cannot  enjoy  them,  and  find  little  fatisfa&ion  from 
them ;  or  as  others,  who  have  but  fmall  and  few  poffef- 
fions,  and  therefore  cannot  be  faid  to  have  the  riches 
of  the  land.  The  expreffion  imports,  that  they  fhould 
have  large  and  valuable  poffeffions,  which  they  fhould 
liberally  ufe;  that,  under  the  care  of  divine  providence, 
opportunity  fhould  be  afforded  them  of  living  on 
the  fruits  of  the  land,  from  which  they  fhould  reap  the 
mofl  pleafing  fatisfaftion.  Thefe  good  things  were  in* 
tended  to  reprefeht  heavenly  and  better  things,  to 
which  they  were  dire&ed  to  look  forward  as  their 
certain  portion,  did  the  chara&er  of  willing  and  obe- 
dient belong  to  them  in  the  proper  fenfe  of  the  words. 
Then  fhould  they  be  exalted  to  inherit  the  land  of  up* 
rightnefs,  and  be  fatisfied  abundantly  with  the  fatnefs 
of  God's  houfe,  and  the  rivers  of  his  pleafures,  which 
are  before  his  face,  and  at  his  right  hand  for  ever* 

more. Men  and  brethren,  what  a  powerful  motive 

does  this  confideration  fugged,  to  enforce  your  com- 
pliance with  the  counfel  of  God,  and  your  obedience 
to  his  righteous  authority !  If  you  cordially  comply 
with  the  advices  of  the  wonderful  Counfellor,  you 
(hall  eat  the  good  of  the  land,  you  fhall  receive  every 
temporal  comfort  which  infinite  wifdom  fees  proper 
for  you  ;  with  thefe  you  fhall  have  his  blefling,  that 
maketh  rich,  and  addeth  no  forrow  with  it,  whilft 
they  fhall  prove  earnefls  and  pledges  of  eternal  blef. 
lings,  Tou  fh?U  enjoy  the  benefit  of  divine  institu- 
tions 


gd  /  /LECTURES,  on  the         Chap. I. 

tions  and  difpenfations,  both  profperous  and  affixo 
tive ;  and  with  thefe  you  fhall  be  favoured  with  re- 
newed communications  of  pardon  and  life,  of  righ- 
teoufnefs  and  grace.  Death  itfelf  {hall  operate  for 
your  advantage,  by  introducing  you  into  that  land  in 
which  you  fhall  dwell  for  ever,  and  enjoy  thofe  things 
which  eye  hath  not  feen,  ear  hath  not  heard,  neither 
heart  conceived.  May  you  be  fo  happy  as  feel  the 
force  of  this  argument,  which  is  admirably  calculated 
to  excite  you  to  obedience  to  God* 

20  But  if  ye  refufe  and  rebel,  ye  (hall  be  de- 
voured with  the  fword :  for  the  mouth  of  the 
LORD  hath  fpoken  it. 

The  extreme  danger  of  rejecting  the  counfel  of 

God  is  here  reprefented. To  refufe,  in  the  fenfe 

here  meant,  is  to  reje&  with  contempt  what  we  will 
not  grant  to  accept  of,  or  fubmit  to.  The  things  fup- 
pofed,.  in  this  verfe,  to  be  thus  refufed,  are,  the 
wholefome  admonitions  contained  in  the  16th  and 
following  verfes,  which  ought  to  have  been  grateful- 
ly received,  and  faithfully  obeyed  by  {Jod's  ancient 
people,  being  mod  fuitable  to  their  circumftances, 
and  conducive  to  their  moft  important  interefts.  To 
reject  thefe  mud  have  been  highly  offenfive  to  that 
God,  who  condefcended,  after  their  manifold  provo- 
cations, to  point  out  the  way  of  fafety  ;  and  moft  in- 
jurious to  therafelves,  who>  by  this  cond:ift,  became 
expofed  to  more  awful  judgments.  By  a&ing  in 
this  manner,  they  rebelled  againft  God,  and  declared 
they  would  net  fubjeft  themfelves  to  the  authority  of 
their  rightful  Sovereign,  and  beft  Friend.  Their  re- 
fufal  is  here  juftly  interpreted  as  rebellion,  which  con- 
lifts  in  fubje&s  with-holding  obedience  to  the  laws 
ena&ed  for  their  benefit,  and  taking  up  arms  to  over- 
turn the  kingdom  or  ftate.  Thus  the  profeffing  people 
of  the  Moft  High,  reje&ing  his  laws,  and  walking 
after  the  imagination  of  their  own  hearts,  were  guilty 
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of  rebellion  againft  their  higheft  Lord.  ■  What  obfti- 
nate  wickednefs  is  contained  in  this  chara&er !  Is  k  not 
juft  and  reafonable  that  they  fhould  have  yielded  fubjec- 
tion  and  obedience  to  him  who  created  them ;  who 
continually  preferved  them ;  who  redeemed  them  from 
the  mod  deplorable  bondage,  and  required  them  to  do 
nothing  but  what  is  holy,  juft,  and  good,  and  tend- 
ing to  advance  their  trueit  interefts ;  who  promifes 
the  mod  valuable  bleflings  to  the  willing  and  obedient^ 
and  threatens  the  moft  dreadful  judgments  againft  the 
rebellious.  If  it  betray*  the  fnoft  fullen  contempt 
in  a  child,  to  refufe  to  obey  the  lawful  commands  of 
his  father ;  if  it  difcovers  the  moft  perverfe"  difpofition 
in  a  people,  to  rejett  the  mild  and  equitable  authority 
of  their* prince;'  what  language  can  fexprefs  the  guiltr 
contracted  by  refufing  to  obey  the  wholefonte  admo-/ 
nitions  of  the  Lord  our  God  ?  ■■■'  ■  Beware  then^of  re-i 
fufing  to  hearken  to  him  who  now  fpeak&to  you  front 
heaven  ;  4  For  if  they  efcaped  not,  tvho  rerofed  himl 
'  that  fpake  on  earth,  much  more  (hall  Aot  we  efcapej 
4  if  we  turn  away  from  him  that  fpeaketh  irom 

*  heaven  *\ 

Te  Jhail  be  devoured  with  the  /word*  The  fword, 
you  all  know,  is  a  (harp  weapon  ufed  in  war,  whereby* 
the  blood  of  multitudes  hath  been  flied  to  the  ground; 
and  therefore  when  war  is  threatened  in  fcripture,  it 
is  fometimes  called  the  fword.  At  other  times  it  de- 
notes, ail  thofe  calamities  wherewith  the  nations  are 
vilited  on  account  of  their  fins,  whereby  mankind  are 
afflifted  and  deftroyed.  in  this  extenfive  fenfe  the 
word  feems  to  be  uled  by  Job,  where  he  thus  fpeaks : 

*  Be  ye  afraid  of  the  fword,  for  wrath  bringeth  the 

*  punifhment  of  the  fword  f;'  L  e.  all  manner  of 
judgments.    In  the  words  before  us  it  may  be  under- 
flood  in  either  fenfe,  as  denoting  the  deflations  of" 
war,  or  all  thofe  calamities  whereby  God  .punifhes 
wen  in  this  world  for.  their  fins. .  The  Hebrew  word,* 

#  Hcb.  xii.  25-  f  Job*  xix.  29.  %   " 
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which  fignifies  a  fword^  is  derived  from  one  fignify- 
ing  to  dry  up,  to  lay  wq/te,  or  dzftroy ;   and  with 
great  propriety,  as  that  weapon  is  employed  in  con- 
taming  and  Spreading  defolation  among  mankind  ; 
hence  it  is  faid  to  eat  flelh,  to  be  filled  with  blood,  to 
reach  to  the  foul,  and  to  devour  from  one  end  of  the 
land  to  another,  fo  that  no  flefli  hath  peaee  #.    Here 
it  is  foretold  concerning  thofe  who  refufe  and  rebel* 
Ye  fhall  be  devoured  by  the  fword*     In  fcripture  we 
read  of  the  hand,  the  face,  and  the  mouth  of  the 
fword.    The  firft  of  thefe  expreflions  may  be  of  the 
fame  import  with  the  phrafe  often  ufed  among  us,  The 
{word  in  hand,  drawn  out  of  the  fcabbard,  and  ready 
to  {tribe*  denoting  prefent  imminent  danger*    The 
fecond  fcems  to  fignify  its  vifible  approach,  and  rapid 
progrefs  toward  the  deftru&ion  of  mankind*    To  the. 
laft  tfyere  feems  to  be  a  manifeft  reference  in -The 
♦rorda  before  .us ;  which  plainly  intimates,  that  the 
fword,  in  a  figurative  fenfe,  hath  a  mouth,  whereby 
it  devours  the.  hum  an  race,  and  confutes  the  fruits 
of  the  earth  by  which .  men  are  fupporJted«-m — This  is 
the  awful  judgment  here  threatened  as  the  juft  puniih- 
ment  of .  difobedience  to  God,  and  affords  a  ft r iking 
contraft  to  what  was  faid  in  the  preceding  verfe. 
There  it  was  declared,  If  ye  be  willing  and  obedient, 
ye  fhall  eat  the  good  of  .the  land  ;  here  it  is  foretold, 
That  if  ye  refufe  and  rebel,  ye  fhall  be  food  for  the 
fword*  This  procedure  clearly  fliews,  that  the  ways  of 
God  toward  the  righteous  and  wicked  are  perfectly 
juft  and  right,  and  that  he  recompenfes  men  accord* 
jng  tx>  their  works*-*— —Beware  then  of  being  conten- 
tious, and  difobedient  to  the  truth,  left  you  bring  01* 
others,  as  well  as  yourfelves,  fwift  deftru&ion  in  this 
world,  tribulation  and  wrath,  indignation  and  anguifh, 
in  that  which  is  to  come. 

For  the  mouth  of  the  Lord  hathfpoien  it*    The  men 
$f  judah  might  be  apt  to  confider  what  Ifaiah  had  de-* 

*  Jcr.  *ii,  12. 

liv^red 
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Evered  as  die  word  of  a  feeble  tnan  like  themfelves, 
who  could  do  but  little*  whatever  he  promifed  or 
threatened ;  and  they  might  rafhly  conclude,  that 
little  regard  was  to  be  paid  either  to  him  or  his 
prophety.  m  Far  from  believing  the  word  of  the  Lord 
which  he  fp*ike,  they  ufed  this  haughty  language, 

*  Let  him  make  fpeed,  and  haften  his  work,  that  we 
4  may  fee  it  V  They  vainly  imagined,  that  either 
his  words  would  not  come  to  pafs,  or  that  the  fulfil- 
ment of  them  would  be  delayed  for  a  confiderable 
fpace  of  time.  But  in  this  they  fooiifhly  deceived 
themfelves  $  .and  found,  in  their  fad  experience,  that 
when  they  looked  for  peace  no  good  came ;  for  a 
time  of  health,  behold  trouble.  To  prevent  them 
from  indulging  delufive  hopes  of  fafety,  affurance  is 
here  given,  that  the  above  are  the  declarations,  of 
eternal  truth,  the  faithful  faylhgs  of  God,  who  is 
truth,  and  for  whom  it  is  impoffible  to  lie.  He  who 
gave  exiftence  to  creation,  who  is  all-fufficient»  arid 
unchangeably  faithful,  will  mod  certainly  accomplifii 
all  his  pronufes  and  threatening*.  *  The  word  that 
'  goeth  out  of  his  mouth  ihall  not  return  to  him 
c  void ;  but  it  (hall  execute  that  which  he  frieafes, 

*  and  (hafl  profper.in  the  thing  whefeunto  he  hath 

*  fent  it  f.  Heaven  and  earth  may  pafs  away,  but  one 
1  title  of  what  he  hath  fpoken  (hall  not  fail  of  receiv- 
1  ifle  its  full  completion.*  The  declaration  before  us 
is  evidently  intended  to  give  firmnefsand  certainty  to 
all  the  foregoing  predi&ions,  that  they  may  produce 
their  proper  effe&  upon  all  to  whom  they  b^Jong. 
How  juft  and  awful  the  threatenings  here  denoyhced! 
How  gracious  and  comfortable,  beyond  expreffion, 
the  affurances  given !  Let  us  then  learn  wifdom  from 
Judah's  folly ;  and,  being  affur^d  that  the  mouth  of 
the  Lord  hath  fpoken  what  is  contained  in  this  pro- 
phecy,  let  us  reverence,  believe,  and  obey  him* 
fo  Ihall  we  be  eftablifhed. 

*  Ifaiah  *.  ip.  f  Ifaiah  If.  xi. 

ai.%  How 
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,  •  1  j  <%,  How  is  the  faithful  city  become  a*t 
harlot !  it  was  full  of  judgment,  righteoufaefi 
lodged  in  it  j  but  now,  murderers. 

*  ■ 

,  hi  the  form  pf  complaint,  the  prophet  here  ex- 
claims concerning  the  lamentable  change  which  had 
■happened  in  the  condition  of  thofe  to  whom  he  was 
fent,  and  bewails  their  corrupt,  degenerate  (late.  ■  * 
By  the  faithful  city,  Jerufalem  was  doubtlefs  primarily 
intended,  the  city  which  God  had  chofen,  defcribed 
as  the  joy  of  the  whole  earth,  the  perfection  of  beau* 
tyj  the  city  of  the  Lord  of  hofts,  the  holy  city,  in 
which  he  put  his  name,  and  which  he  honoured  with 
the  fymbols  of  his  divine  prefence.— — Here  it  is  call- 
ed the  faithful  city,  a  character  it  ^nce  juftly  deferved, 
whilft  its  inhabitants  faithfully  adhered  to  Jehovah  at 
their  God,  acknowledging  no  other  God  befide  him, 
performing  with  fidelity  the  facred  homage  and  obe- 
dience he  required,  and  diligently  fulfilling  the  folemn. 
engagements  they-  lay  under  to  his  fervice.  This  was 
the  honourable  charader  of  Jerufalem  in  the  days 
of  David  and  Solomon,  and  fome  other  good  kings, 
under  whole  government  the  men  of  Judah  difcovered 
p,  firm  attachment  to  the  worfhip  of  the  true  God, 
and  the  pbodience  of  his  precepts.  In  fuch  feafqns 
they  ihewed  much  fidelity  toward  God,  and  the  con* 
cerns  of  his  glory :  they  were  more  than  ordinarily 
faithful  in  promoting  the  interefts  of  the  nation,  and 
in  performing  their  engagements  to  one  another ;  and 
thus  they  arrived  a£  the  character  of  the  faithful  city* 
Then^in  the  words  of  the  prophet  Hofea,  '  Judah 
c  ruled  with  God,  and  was  faithful  with  the  mod 
1  holy  V  //  was  full  of  judgment.  Moft  equitable 
and  juft  decifions  were  given  by  thofe  who  were  vefted 
with  power  and  authority,  when  feated  upon  the 
thrones  of  judgment,  and  every  fpecies  of  fraud  and 
injuftice  was  dete&ed  and  punifhed.    The  practice  of 

*  Hofea  xL  12.  « 

v      /    .  juftice 
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.juftice  and  equity  was  followed  by  all  ranks  of  jptople, 
who,  in  general,  discovered  a  becoming  regard  to 
whatsoever  things  arc  juft  and  honett  Of  this  judg* 
ment  it  is  faid,  the  faithful  city  Was  full :  it  was  eafily 
and  plentifully  diftributed  among  all  ranks  by  thofe 
in  power,  and  univerfally  refpected  in  the  conduct  -of 
men  in  every  condition  of  life,  firom  the  higheft  to 
the  loweft.— —Rigbteoufnefs  lodged  in  if.  By  righ* 
teoufnefs,  as  diftinguifhed  from  judgment,  mentioned 
in  the  preceding  words,  may  be  meant  integrity  and 
uprightnefs  of  difpofition  and  conduct  In  this  fenfe 
Job  feems  to  underftand  it,  where  he  fays,  '  Till  .1  die* 
•  I  will  not  remove  mine  integrity  from  me.t  .My 
(  righteoufnefs  I  hold  faft,  and  will  not  let  it  go :  jmy 
*r  heart  (hall  not  reproach  me  fo  long  as.  I  live*/  .Ac- 
cording to  this  interpretation  the  expreflion  will  de- 
note, that  the  men  of  Jerufalem  were  fincere  and  ho- 
ned in  their  tranfa&ions  with  one  another,  in  which 
tljey  difcoVered  a  love  for  that  which  ig  right,  and  n 
becoming  deteftation  againft  every  fpecies  of  injyftice. 
This  right^oulhefe  is  faid  to  have  lodged  there.  Tha 
word  fignifies  to  refide,  or  take  up  a  night's  lodging* 
This  defirable  gueft',  whofeA  prdence  exalteth  a  Na- 
tion, dwelt  in  the  faithful  city  as  in  its  proper  habita- 
tion, where  it  was  highly  refpe&ed,  and  kindly  enjeft 
tained.  This  fidelity,  judgment,  and  righteoufnefs  * 
railed  Jerufalem  to  a  ftate  of  the  molt  eminent  profpe* 
rity  and  glory,  which  was  happily  enjoyed  by  its  in- 
habitants during  their  continuance  in  thefe  laudable 
pra&ices.  This  confideration  ought  to  render  us 
emulous,  in  our  humble  fphere,  to  imitate,  in  things 
truly  praife-worthy,  that  city,  w;hich  was  once  the  ad-, 
miration  of  the  world,  and  a  figure  of  the  Jeru&lem 
which  cometh  down  from  above,  and  is  the  mother  of 
us  all,  ,  But,  alas ! 

The  faithful  city  is  become  an  harlot,  &c.     How  af- 
fecting the  contraft !  How  great  the  degeneracy,  here 

»  •  • 

#  Job  xxrii.  5,  6.. 
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ftated  ill  the  form  of  a  queftion,  to  render  it  the  more 
(hiking,  and  to  excite  the  greater  regret  on  account 
of  the  change  defcribed  I  Inftead  of  fidelity  to  Cod, 
and  the  exefoifes  of  ju  ft  ice  and  right  eoufnefs  toward 
fnan,  the  inhabitants  of  Judea,  particularly  of  Jerufa- 
lera,  had  wickedly  alienated  themfelves  from  the  Mod 
High,  and  attached  themfelves  to  other  gods,  and 
their  fervice.  ,  They  had  forfaken  the  Living  God, 
renounced  fubje&ion  to  his  authority,  broken  his  co- 
venant, and  joined  themfelves  to  the  idols  of  the  na- 
tions, whom  they  (hamefully  preferred  to  the  God  of 
Ifrael.  Thus  did  they  endeavour  to  reproach  him  and 
his  ordinances,  and  teftified  their  infidelity  in  the  fef- 
Vice  of  that  God  who  had  conferred  upon  them  the 
mod  important  privileges.-— ~But  n*u)  murderer** 
This  is  added,  as  farther  defcriptive  of  that  difm&l 
change  of  manners  which  had  taken  place  at  Jerttfe* 
lem*  Of  all  characters  the  one  here  mentioned  is  tb* 
tooft  wicked  and  odious.  The  corrupt  principles  of 
malice  and  envy,  hatred  and  covetptifnefs,  from  which 
murder  proceeds,  a&uated  the  inhabitants  of  that  city, 
and  prompted  them  to  commit  the  mod:  enormous 
crimes.  At  fuch  a  pitch  of  wickednefs  had  they  ar- 
rived, that  they  offered  violence  to  their  brethren, 
poured  contempt  on  the  divine  authority,  deprived 
thofe  whom  they  ought  to  have  loved  as  themfelves 
of  their  moil  valuable  treafure j  they  defiled  thte  land, 
and  ranked  themfelves  among  the  enemies  of  fociety, 
whilft  they  forfeited  their  own  lives,  and  ruined  theft 
own  foub.  There  were  no  doubt  among  them  fome 
hidden  ones,  who  kept  themfelves  from  the  idolatrous 
and  murderous  practices  which  prevailed,  and  mounu 
6d,  in  fecret  places,  for  the  abominations  done  in  the 
sfiidft  df  them :  but  thefe  were  comparatively  few^ 
and  could  not  ftem  the  torrent  of  impiety  and  wic- 
kednefs, which  threatened  with  definition  the  whole 
nation,— —We  are  hereby  inftrufted  in  this  intereft* 
ing  truth,  that  the  mod  glorious  and  renowned  church 
of  God  on  earth  may  become  fo  corrupt  in  principles 

an4 
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and  pra&ice  as  to  be  the  reverfe  of  what  they  once 
were.  May  this  alarming .  consideration  produce 
its  proper  effe&  upon  us,  by  engaging  ua  to  beware 
of  the  firft  appearances  of  apoftacy  from  Geld,  to  re* 
member  whence  we  have  fallen,  to  repent,  and  do  our 
firft  works,  left  our  caadleftiek  be  Removed  ont  of 
its  place, 

22  Thy  filver  is   become   drofs,  thy  wine 
mixed  with  water. 

In  thefe  \vords  the  remarkable  change  in  the  Jew* 
ifh  nation,  and  particularly  in  the  city  of  Jerufaiem, 
from  its  former  purity  and  integrity,  to  its  prefent 
degenerate,  (late,  is  expreffed  by  Ample,  but  inftruc* 
tive  metaphors.  They  plainly  intimate,  in  their  Ute-t 
ral  fenfe,  that,  by  wicked,  fraudulent  pra&ices  which 
had  become  prevalent,  their  monfcy  was  greatly  adtik 
terated,  and  their  wine  corrupted :  their  mod  valuable 
articles  of  commerce  were  much  Jpoiled.  But  it  ap* 
pears  from  the  verfe  immediately  following,  where 
the  fubjeft  here  introduced  is  -continued,  and  the  con 
ruption  of  their  princes  is  particularly  mentioned, 
that  the  words  are  to  be  confidered  chiefly  in  their 
figurative  fenfe.  In  this  view,  by  the  filver  and  the 
wine  we  may  underftand,  the  princes,  the  judges, 
the  priefts,  and  the  inftru&ors  of  the  people,  with 
the  righteous  judgments  they  executed,  and  the  pura 
doctrines  which  they  taught.  Thefe  are  the  riches, 
the  ornaments,  and  the  mod  valuable  parts  of  the 
qanmunity,  who  beautify  and  adorn  it  by  the  purity 
ana  integrity  of  their  lives,  and  enrich  it  by  the  juf. 
tice  of  their  decifions,  and9  the  excellency  of  their 
jlo&rines.  Like  the  bed  wine,  they  enliven  the  fpi- 
rits,  and  rejoice  the  hearts  of  thofe  who  feel  their  be* 
nign  influence.— —Now,  fuch  was  the  corrupt  ftate 
of  the  men  of  Judah  and  Jerufaiem,  that  tbeir  Jilver 
was  become  drofs,  and  tbeir  wine  mixed  with  water* 
Profs  is  that  heterogeneous  mattes  which  it.  mixed 

with 
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tritfa*  metals,  and  is  feparated  from  them  by  means  of 
tbe&re^  in  which  they  are  purified,  to  increafe  their 
value^nd  afefulnefs.  It  has  a  very  deceitful  appear- 
aacc^adddeems  exceedingly  like  the  met^l  with  which- 
itis  incorporated.  In  this  refpeft*  it  afforded  a  ftrik- 
Jng  imige  of  the  Jewish  nation,  who,,  thoiigh  rthey 
profeffed  to  be  the  people  of  God,  *  every  one  \fras  a 
*  hypocrite,  and  ail  evil-doer,  and  every  mouth  fpake 
^  folly  V^Drofs,  in  fQme-Jiieafure,.ol?fcures  the  luftre 
of  the  metal  with  which  it  is  mipced,  and  fo  hinder* 
its  beauty  from  being  feen.  In  like  manner,  the  wic- 
ked randi  hypocritical  of  the  houfe  of  Judah,  blending 
themfefres  with  the  righteous  and  faithful  of  the  na- 
tioa,  fullied  their  beauty,  and  prevented  their  worth 
from  being  properly  feen  or  acknowledged.  As  drofs 
is  ufdefa;  and  fit  for  nothing  but  to  becaft  away,  and 
doei  not  improve  by  being  thrown  into  the  fire,  fo 
thejchildren  of  Judah  were  become  unprofitable  to 
God  And  themfelves ;  and  though  he  had  repeatedly- 
thrown  them,  into  die  furnace  of  affliction,  they  wfeTe* 
not*  thereby  made  better.  Hence  faith  the  Lord,  by 
the  prophet  Jeremiah,  *  In  vain  have  I  fmitten  their 

c :  children,"  they  received  no  corre&ionf.*- Tbef 

were  mixed  with  water.  This  figurative  expreffiort 
feems  to  be  of  the  fame  'import  with  the  former,  and 
therefore  it  is  unneceflary  to  illuflrate  it  at  large.  It 
plainly  intimates,  that  thofe  among  tfhem  who  were 
mod  excellent  and  valuable,  communicating  vigour' 
and  (lability  to  the  Nation,  were  now  greatly  corrupt* 
ed,  and  mixed  with  thofe  of  very  different  qualities, 
who  were  remarkable  for  their  feeblenefs  and  inftaj^ 
Kty.  Befides*  the  worfhip  of  the  true  God  was  cor- 
rupted by  idolatry,  the  holy  law  of  Jehovah  was  per- 
verted by  falfe  expofitions  and  human  traditions,  the. 
exercife  of  juftice  was  exchanged  for  bribery  and  op- 
preflion,  whilft  fobriety  and  purity  of  manners  were 
debafed  by  lewd  and  unclean  practices.  In  few  words, 

*  Jfoiah  w.  17,  f  Jcr.  if.  30.  .     . 

Jerufalem 
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Jerufalem  had  loft  ha-  former  excellence,  and  dege* 
neratcd  from  the.  happy  ftate  to  which  (he  had  been 
advanced ;  her  inhabitants  acted  the  part  of  a  de- 
bauched, perfidious  woman;  and,  far  from  being 
afhamed  of  their  fulfill  praftices,  they  had  arrived  at 
the  higheft  pitch  of  wickednefs,  juftifying  the  crimes 
they  committed.  Accordingly,  we  obferve  the  pro- 
phets of  the  Moft  High  frequently  admoniihing  them, 
that  they  were  covetous,  treacherous,  liars,  flander- 
ers,  and  deceivers ;  and,  on  thefe  accounts,  .denoun- 
cing the  moll  awful  judgments  again  ft  them.  Not* 
wknftanding,  they  would  not  hearken,  or  believe 
them  :  they  flattered  themfelves  that  they  were  pure 
and  excellent,  as  filver  and  wine;  whereas,  upon 
trial,  they  were  found  to  be  drofs,  and  mixed  with 
water.— —This  warns  us  of  tjie  danger  of  defection 
from  God,  by  which  we  lofe  every  thing  truly  ex- 
cellent and  valuable,  and  become  worthlefs  and  un- 
profitable to  ourfelves  and  others.  It  cautions  us 
aifo  agamft  trading  to  external  privileges,  and  from 
thence  forming  ah  eftimate  of  our  charader,  which, 
in  fa&,  may  be  very  different  from  what  we  prefump* 
tuoufty  imagine.  It  reminds  us,  that  the  omnifcient 
God  perfectly  obferves  every  mixture  in  our  charac- 
ter 5  and  every  adulteration  in  his  worihip  and  fervice  ; 
which  ought  to  engage  us  to  ftudy  integrity  and  , 
fnnpiicity  of  charader  and  conduft. 

23  Thy  princes  are  rebellious,  and  compa- 
nions of  thieves:  every  one  loveth  gifts,  and 
followeth  after  rewards :  they  judge  not  thefa- 
therlefs,  neither  doth  the  cauie  of  the  widow 
come  unto  them. 

In  purfuing  the  fubjeft  treated  in  the  two  prece- 
ding verfes,  the  corruption,  covetoufnefs,  and  injuftice 
of  great  men  are  here  defcribed  in  ftrong  terms.— 
The  princes  Intended,  were  doubtlefs  the  nobles  and 
judges  of  the  land,  the  chief  prielts  of  the  people, 

N  together 
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together  with  the  principal  men  of  the  tribes  and  fist* 
milies.  Thefe,  it  is  affirmed,  were  rebellious  ;  they 
had  revolted  from  fubjeftion  to  God ;  they  had  aded 
in  hoftility  againft  their  rightful  Sovereign,  and  fhame- 
fully  apoftatized  from  the  worfhip  of  the  true  God, 
ierving  idols,  and  following  their  own  wicked  inven- 
tions ;  and,  therefore,  they  juftly  deferved  this  cha- 
rter. Deplorable  indeed  was  the  condition  of  that 
people,  whofe  great  men,  inftead  of  fetting.  examples 
of  firm  attachment  to  the  fervice  of  God,  and  a  zea- 
lous concern  for  his  glory,  flood  at  the  head  of  that 
groundlefs  rebellion  with  which  they  are  charged.—* 
And  companions  of  thieves.  *  They  were  not  only  bad 
themfelves,  but  they  frequented  the  worft  of  compa- 
ny* Fraudulent  practices  were  not  only  committed 
and  countenanced  by  the  princes  of  Judah,  but  fo 
abandoned  were  they  to  all  fenfe  of  propriety  of  con- 
duct, and  a  becoming  regard  for  equity,  and  the  ho* 
nour  of  their  exalted  ftation,  that  they  aflbciated  with 
perfons  of  the  worft  chara&er,  and  who  were  addi£i>. 
ed  to  the  moft  criminal  purfuits.  Thieves,  the  pefts 
of  fociety,  the  contemners  of  the  law  of  Jehovah,  and 
the  d'eftroyers  of  'their  own  fouls,  whofe  company 
cught  carefully  to  be  fhunned  by  every  good  man, 
efpecially  by  thofe  of  high  rank ;  thefe  were  the  com- 
panions of  the  princes  of  Judah.  In  confequence  of 
this  profligacy  of  manners  in  the  leaders  of  that 
people,  difhonpfty  and  fraud  became  fo  prevalent 
among  them,  that,  in  the  words  of  the  prophet  Jere- 
miah, c  From  the  lcaft  even  to  the  greateft  of  them, 
c  every  one  is  given  to  covetoufnefs  V It  is  add- 
ed, Every  one  loveth  gifts  ^  and  followetb  after  rewards. 
The  gifts  referred  to,  were  not  prefents  generoufly  of- 
fered by  one  perfon  to  another,  purely  as  proofs  of 
real  refpe&  and  heart-kindnefs,  or  as  ( grateful  ac- 
knowledgments of  favours  received.  Such  gifts  are 
worthy  of  efleem,  and  may  lawfully  be*  deured,  as 


*  Jcr.  vi.  13.  - 
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agreeable  fruits  of  that  mutual  love  which  is  the  ful- 
filling of  the  law,  and  which  caufeth  many  thankf- 
givings  unto  God.  The  rewards  fpoken  of,  were 
bribes  given  to  thefe  called  princes,  by  thofe  who  had 
caufes  depending  before  them,  in  order  to  procure 
favourable  decifions,"  or  to  make  powerful  interelh  in 
their  behalf.  This  corrupt  pradice  wa&  ftri&ly.  pro- 
hibited in  the  law  of  God  delivered  to  this  people,  as 
it  tended  to  blind  the  eyes,  and  pervert  the  judgment, 
fo  as  to  hinder  a  clear  difcernment  between  right  and 
wrong.  Notwithftanding,  their  princes  had  arrived 
at  fuch  an  enormous  pitch  of  wickednefs  that  they 

were  generally  fond  of  gifts. Nor  was  this  all ; 

they  went  farther ;  they  followed  after  rewards, 
greedily  looking  to  receive  fome  recompence  from 
thofe  whom  they  had  ferved  by  their  influence,  and  the 
fentences  they  had  pronounced,  whereby  their  intereft 
was  advanced  and  fecured.  Thefe  recompences  of 
iniquity  they  keenly  fought  after,  and  endeavoured 
by  every  mean  to  procure. 

They  judge  not  thefatherlefs,  neither  doth  the  caufe 
*f  the  widow  come  unto  them.  Orphans  bereaved  of 
their  parents,  and  widows  deprived  of  their  huf- 
bands  who  are  theiT  counfellors  and  guardians, 
being  in  a  helplefs  condition,  it  is  incumbent,  in 
a  fpecial  manner,  on  thofe  who  are  invefted  with 
the  office  of  judges,  to  imitate  the  chara&er  of  the 
bleffed  God,  who  is  a  father  of  the  fatherlefs,  and 
the  judge  of  the  widow.  The  will  of  the  fupreme 
Judge,  on  this  fubjeS,"  is  plain  and  explicit ;  *  Ye 
(hall  not  afflift  any  widow,  or  fatherlefs  child*/ 
More  is  evidently  intended  in  thefe  words  than  ex- 
preffed :  ye  mull  not  only  refrain  from  injuring  them, 
but  it  is  required,  that  ye  protect  them,  plead  their 
caufe,  and  do  them  good.  Far  from  obeying  this 
plain  precept,  often  inculcated  in  the  law  of  God,  the 

Erinces  fpoken  of,  declined  judging  the  caufes  of  the 
itherlefs,  and  did  not  permit  the  matters  wherein 

*  EsQfUxxii,  22.     . 

widows, 
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widows  were  concerned  to  come  unto  them.  In  con- 
fequence  of  which,  *the  mod  indigent  part  of  the  na- 
tion, whom  they  were  exalted  to  fupport  and  protect, 
were  either  excluded  from  juftice  altogether,  or  the 
decifion  of  their  caufes  was  fhamefulty  delayed,  to 
make  room  for  thofe  from  whom  gifts  and  rewards 

might  be  expefted. Execrable  pra&ices!  Miferable 

people !  Their  princes,  who  ought  to  have  been  ex-' 
emplary  in  their  conduct,  for  unfhaken  fidelity  to  the 
God  of  their  fathers,  and  dutiful  fubjeftion  to  his 
laws,  had  become  difobedient  and  rebellious  againfl 
the  divine  authority.  They,  whofe  bufmefs  it  was  to 
have  punifhed  thieves,  and  every  fpecies  of  fraud,  had 
become  oppreflbrs  of  the  poor,  and  were  intimately 
conne&ed  with  the  difhoneft  and  thievifti  part  of  the 
nation.  They,  who  ought  to  have  eftabliflied  the  land* 
by  an  impartial  diftribution  of  juftice  among  *the 
people  over  whom  they  prefided,  loved  gifts,  and 
fought  after  rewards,  whereby  they  expofed  the  na- 
tion to  deftru&ion.  The  caufes  of  the  orphans  and 
widows,  which  merited  a  candid  difcuflion,  and  fpeedy 
determination,  were  delayed  or  neglefted;  whilft 
thofe  who  had  more  money,  and  greater  intereft, 
procured  a  favourable  hearing  and  judgment.  Such 
was  the  corrupt  ftate  of  Jerufalem  in  the  days  of  Ahaz, 
king  of  Judah ;  the  account  of  which  divine  wifdom 
hath  tranfmitted  to.  us,  on  whom  the  ends  of  the 
world  are  come,  that  we  may  learn  to  avoid  thofe 
aggravated  (ins  which  expofed  them  to  the  awful 
judgments  of  God.  May  we  be  fo  happy  as  derive 
this  ufeful  pra&ical  inftruftion  from  this  fubjeft ;  and, 
keeping  their  folly  and  danger  fully  in  our  view,  let 
us,  in  our  different  ftatiora,  fteer  an  oppofite  courfe 
to  that  which  proved  their  ruin. 

24  Therefore  faith  the  Lord,  the  Lord  of 

hofts,   the   mighty  One  of  Ifrael,  Ah,  I  will 

eafc  me  of  mine  a^verfaries,  and  avenge  me  of 

mine  enemies* 

This 
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This  verfe  contains  a  fublime  defcription  of  the 
Moil  High,  who  threatens  to  execute  vengeance  on 
thofe  who  had  pefrfrerted  judgment.— -—-Therefore faith 
the  Lardy  the  glorious  independent  Jehovah,  the  Crear 
tor  and  Proprietor  of  the  whole  earth ;  the  Lord  of 
lords,  of  all  thofe  who  are  dignified  among  men  with 
this  character ;  the  Lord  of  hofts,  who  is  poflefled  0f 
univerfal  dominion  over  heaven  and  earth,  over  an- 
gels and  men,  to  whom,  all  nature  is  fubjed,  who 
hath  fovereign  authority  to  difpofe  of  all  perfons  ac-r 
cording  to  his ,  pleafure,  and  to  order  all  events  ac* 
cording  to  the  counfel  of  his  own  wilL  He  who 
hath  all  the  hofts  of  heaven  and  earth  under  his  com- 
mand, can  never  want  inftruments  to  execute  his  de- 
figns,  nor  ability  to  inflict  the  threatenings  he  de- 
nounces ;  whicn,  when  prefaced  in  the  manner  before 
us,  mud  appear  exceedingly  awful.  If  where  the 
word  of  a  king  is  there  is  power,  what  majefty  and 
authority  attends  the  declarations  of  the  King  of 

kings ! It  is  added,  The  mighty  One  of  IfraeU    Thia 

character  is  repeatedly  afcribed  to  the  Moil  High  God 
in  fcripture.  The  patriarch  Jacob,  in  the  bleifing  he 
pronounced  upon  his  fon  Jofeph,  hath  thefe  remark* 
able  words ; , '  His  bow  abode  in  ftrength,  and  the 

*  arms  of  bis  hands  were  made  ftrong,  by  the  hands 

*  of  the  mighty  God  of  Jacob  V  who  wa8  furnamed 
Ifrael.  David  fupplicates,  that  the  Lord  would  re* 
member  how  he  vowed  unto  the  mighty  God  of  Ja- 
cob f .  He  is  indeed  the  mighty  One,  who  made  and 
upholdeth  all  things  by  the  word  of  his  power,  who 
can  eafily  vanquiih  all  the  enemies  of  his  people,  pro- 
tect them  from  all  evil  in  the  paths  or  obedience, 
and  who  will  take  vengeance  on  their  evil  inven- 
tions, and  ads  of  rebellion  againft  him.  And  he  is 
the  mighty  One  of  Ifrael,  being  the  God  of  that  emi«% 
nent  patriarch,  and  his  numerous  pofterity,  called  by 
the  name  of  their  father,  in  whofe  behalf  he  glorioufly 

*  Gen.  fcllx.  24*  f  PfaL  cxxxii.  2. 
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teerted  his  almighty  power,  as  a  prelude  of  the  great 
things  he  would  do  in  after-ages  for  his  true  Iirael. 
Thefe  chara&ers  feem  to  be  here  mentioned,  to  ftrike 
terror  into  his  adverfaries,  and  to  fill  them  with  dread 
of  his  righteous  vengeance,  who  is  almighty,  not 
only  to  proteft  his  upright  fervants,  but  to  punifh 
obftinate  tranfgreffors. 

A b9  I  will  eafe  me  of  mine  adverfaries,  and  avenge 
me  of  mine  enemies.  This  awful  declaration  begins, 
you  fee,  with  the  word  Ah ;  which  may  be  confidered 
,as  fignificant  of  grief  and  cornpafiion,  arifing  from  the 
view  of  what  is  threatened  5  and  as  expreffive  of  tri- 
umph, in  the  profpeft  of  rendering  juft  recompence  to 
his  enemies,  and  obtaining  certain  vi&ory  over  thofe 

adverfaries  who  are  here  defcribed. Both  phrafes 

before  us  feem  to  be  of  the  fame  import,  the  one 
fetving  to  illuftrate  and  explain  the  other.  By  the 
adverfaries  of  God,  on  whom  he  declares  he  will 
avenge  himfelf,  primarily  intended,  were  the  hypo- 
critical and  rebellious  among  the  Jews,  who  pretend- 
ed to  be  his  peculiar  people,  and  yet  refufed  to  obey 
his  commands,  and  oppofed  his  interefts  both  in  their 
words  and  a&ions.  All  the  powers  of  their  minds, 
and  all  their  principles  of  a&ion  were  corrupted; 
their  wills  and  affeftions  ran  counter  to  the  good 
pleafure  of  Jehovah  j  they  choofed  the  abominations 
he  had  forbidden,  and  fhewed  a  (trong  difaffeftiorf  to 
his  government :  hence  they  are  faid  to  have  walked 
contrary  to  him.  The  proofs  of  this  chara&er  are  nu- 
merous, and  very  clear,  in  the  mean  and  difhonourable 
opinion  they  entertained  of  the  perfections  and  glory 
of  his  divine  nature ;  in  their  fixed  averfion  to  his  fer- 
vice,  which  they  wickedly  forfook,  that  they  might 
ferve  other  gods;  and  their  many  departures  from 
him,  whilft  they  profeffed  to  be  a  people  near  unto 
him.  It  is  unnecefTary  to  produce  evidences  of  a 
fe&,  clear  as  the  fun  in  the  firmament,  and  recorded 

by  eternal  truth." What,  then,  are  we  better  than 

they  ?    No,  in  no  wife ;  we,  as  well  as  they,  are  all 

'under 


V 


Teh.**     PROPHECIES  of  ISAIAH.  tog 

under  fin,  enemies  to  God  in  our  minds,  and  by 
wicked  works.  Have  not  we  often  efteemed  the  va- 
nities of  this  world,  yea,  and  finful  pleafures,  more 
than  the  Living  God  r  Have  not  we  preferred  many 
other  obje&s  to  him  ?  Have  not  we  frequently  cad  hid 
laws  behind  our  backs,  and  reje&ed  the  offers  Of  his 
glorious  grace.  It  is  true,  that,  through  the  kind 
reftraints  of  providence  and' grace,  by  means  of  afflic* 
tion,  the  fear  of  difgrace  or  pmrifhment,  dr  a  regard 
to  our  own  intereft,  we  may  have  been  happily  pre* 
ferved  from  thofe  grofs  enormities  whereby  Jbme  have 
demonftrated  themfelves  the  enemies  of  God ;  but 
this  will  not  exempt  us  from  coming  under  this  de- 
fcription.  Nor  will  the  feeming  refpefk  ifre  pay  to 
God,  in  confequence  of  good  education,  the  reftraints 
of  fear,  or  profpe&s  of  advantage,  or  the  favourable 
opinion  we  have  of  ourfelves,  prove  that  this  cha- 
racter does  not  belong  to  us.  • 

Concerning  fuch  God  faith,  He  will  eafe  and  a- 
venge  himfelf.  The  firft  of  thefe  expreffions  imports, 
that  the  enemies  of  God  are  a  burden  to  him* 
Though  he  upholds  all  things  by  the  word  of  his 
power, '  he  is  wearied  by  mens  iniquities,  and  preffed 
4  with  their  fins  as  a  cart  is  preffed  with  (heaves/  Va^ 
rious  are  the  ways  in  which  God  eafes  himfelf  of  his 
adverfaries.  Sometimes,  in  a  day  of  his  power*  be 
flays  the  enmity  of  their  hearts ;  he  difpofes  them  to 
throw  down  the  weapons  of  their  rebellion,  recon- 
ciles them  to  himfelf  by  the  blood  of  his  Son,  and 
renders  them  his  dutiful  fubje&s.  But  this  is  not 
what  is  here  intended,  as  is, evident  from  the  follow- 
ing claufe  *>f  the  verfe,  where  this  expreflion  is.  ex* 
plained,  by  his  avenging  himfelf  on  his  enemies.  He 
will  do  himfelf  juflice,  by  punifhing  them  according 
to  their  defert,  and  vindicating  his  own  rights.  Thus 
will  he  refcue  his  name  from  the  foul  afperfions 
whereby  it  hath  been  injured ;  fie  will  relieve  his  pa- 
tience of  the  infupportable  load  it  hath  long  fuftain- 
ed,  and  deliver  the  earth  from  that  oppreffive  burden 

•    under 
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Under  which  it  hath  groaned.  This  vengeance  he,  in 
fotae  mcafure,  infli&s  in  this  world,  by  deferved  judg- 
ments on  thofe  -who  have  afted  in  hoftility  againft 
htm,  though  he  often  referves  the  execution  of  it  on 
individuals  until  the  day  of  final  recompence,  when 
he  will  take  vengeance  on  all  who  have  not  obeyed 
his  gofpel.  Thus  he  avenged  himfelf  on  the  rebel- 
lious jews,  by  the  fword  of  the  Chaldeans,  by  fa- 
mine,  and  other  dreadful  calamities,  on  account  of 
the  abominations  they  committed :  and,  by  this  pro- 
cedure, God  declares  he  would  be  eafed,  or  quieted. 
This  expreffion,  ufed  in  accommodation  to  our  weak* 
nefs,  muft  be  explained  in  confiftency  with  the  per* 
fe&ion  of  the  divine  nature.  When  men  are  highly 
difbleafed  with  thofe  who  have  offended  them,  they 
reft  not  until  their  injured  honour  hath  been  repair* 
ed,  and  then  they  are  at  eafe.  In  allufion  to  this 
practice,  with  which  we  are  acquainted,  the  bleflfed 
Crod,  of  whofe  exiflence  and  manner  of  a&ing  we 
are  in  great  meafure  ignorant,  fays  he  is  eafed.  I 
will  not  fay  more  on  this  delicate  fubjeft,  left  I  (hould 
darken  counfel  by  words  without  knowledge.— Do 
any  af  you  then  provoke  the  Lord  to  jeaioufy  ?  Are 
you  ftronger  than  he  ?  Will  your  hearts  endure,  or 
your  hands  be  ftrong,  in  the  day  of  his  righteous 
Vengeance  ?  Will  you  be  able  to  defend  yourfelr,  t6 
efcape  out  of  his  hand,  or  to  fuflain  the  awful  weight 
of  his  wrath  ?  *  His  hand  fhall  find  out  all  his  enemies* 
•  his  right  hand  fhall  find  out  all  thofe  that  hate  him  *. 
O  that  you  would  ferioufly  lay  to  heart  this  inteteftang 
eoniideration,  that  thereby  you  may  be  induced  to 
acquaint  vourfelves  with  him,  and  to  be  at  peace,  and 
fo  good  fhall  come  unto  you ! 

25  %  And  I  will  turn  my  hand  upon  thee, 
and  purely  purge  away  thy  drofs,  and  take  away 
all  thy  tin. 

•  Pfalxxi.  8. 

God 
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God  here  promifes  to  purify  his  people  from  the 
corruption  and  hypocrify  which  had  crept  in  among 
them.—— Turning  the  hand  muft  denote,  that  God, 
infinitely  gracious,  would  change  his  method  of  att- 
in£  toward  his  people,  and  mercifully  alter  his  difpen* 
fations  refpe&ing  them.  In  this  fenfe  the  exprelfion 
is  ufed  by  our  prophet,  where  he  pfomifes, c  The  Lord 
*  (hall  fet  his  hand  again  the  Second  time,  to  recover 
1  the  remnant  of  his  people  which  (hall  be  left  V  It 
is  evident,  from  the  judgment  threatened  in  the  fore- 
going verfe,  and  the  mercy  foretold  in  the  following 
words,  that  the  phrafe  is  intended  to  fignify  a  favour- 
able change  in  the  divine  procedure*  Its  import  them 
will  be  Ihortlv  this :  Though  the  Moft  High  God, 
juftly  offended  with  the  heinous  provocations  of  a 
hypocritical  people,  would  feverely  punifti  them  for 
their  multiplied  tranfgreffions,  yet,  in  the  roidft'  of 
deferved  w.iath,  he  would  remember  mercy,  and  re- 
verfe  his  awful  difpenfations.  Accordingly,  we  ob-* 
fcrve  the  (train  of  this  prophecy  is  here  changed : 
the  thick  cloud,  that  fe^med  ready  to  burft  with  im- 
pending judgments,  now  appears  luminous,  and 
(howers  down  promifed  mercies*  What  a  happy 
change  was  this,  attended  with  the  moft  defirable 
effefts,  richly  deferving  to  be  marked  with  admira- 
tion and  gratitude ! 

And  purely  purge  away  thy  drofs,  and  take  away  all 
tby  tin.  The  drofs  here  mentioned,  like  that  fpoken 
of  in  the  2  2d  verfe,  muft  be  understood  in  its  figu- 
rative fenfe,  denoting  that  corruption  and  fin  which 
obfcured  the  amiable  luftre  and  beauty  of  which  the 
people  of  Judah  would  otherwife  have  been  poffeffed, 
that  gave  them  a  deceitful  appearance,  rendered  them 
of  little  value,  and  made  it  neceffary  for  God  to  pu- 
rify them  in  the  furftace  of  affli&ion.— — Tin  in  itfelf 
is  a  ufeful  metal,  that  may  be  converted  to  valuable 
purpofes,  though,  in  comparifon  of  filver,  it  has  but 

*  Ifaiah  xi,  1 1. 

O  little 
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.little  value  or  beauty.  In  a  metaphorical  fenfe,  in 
which  it  is  here  ufed,  it  denotes  that  diflimulation 
and  hypocrify  which  had  intermixed  themfelve$  with 
Judah  to  a  very  great  degree.  In  the  expreflion  be- 
fore us,  the  better  fort  of  that  people  are  confidered 
as  the  filver,  or  feme  other  precious  metal,  which  was 
to  be  purified,  being  mixed  with  much  drofs  and 
other  worthlefs  ftuff ;  /.  e.  with  much  remaining  cor- 
ruption and  hypocrify,  from  which  it  was  neceffary 
they  fhould  be  purged.  Besides,  they  were  interfperfed 
pmong  the  idolatrous,  profane,  and  hypocritical,  whom 
God,  by  the  prophet  Ezekiel,  calls,  *  The  drofs  and 
*  the  tin  *  ;'  from  the  deftru&ive  influence  of  whofe 
wicked  pra&ices  it  was  highly  proper  they  fhould  be 
delivered*  Though,  in  general,  they  reckoned  them- 
fetves  pure  and  precious  as  filver,  whilft  they  cried, 
%  The  temple  of  the  Lord  are  thefe,'  great  part  of  them 
were  no  better  than  drofs  and  tin ;  for,  according  to 
the  teftimony  of  the  prophets,  c  They  did  evil  with 
'  both  hands  greedily:  they  were  as  briers  and 
'  thorns,  and  the  red  were  as  fcorpions ;  and  the 
4  iniquity  of  the  houfe  of  Ifrael  was  exceeding  great/ 
In  mercy  therefore  to  the  godly,  and  in  judgment  to 
the  wicked,  God  protnifes,  that  he  would  make  a 
thorough  reparation  between  them  in  the  furnace  of 
affii&ion,  when  the  wicked  fhould  be  confumed  in 
the  fire  of  his  wrath,  and  his  peculiar  people  purified 
and  preferved.  He  alfo  fortels,  that,  by  this  trying 
operation,  they  who  were  as  filver,  the  upright  wor- 
fhippers  and  faithful  fervants  of  God,  fhould  be  puri- 
fied from  the  drofs  of  their  iniquities,  and  the  tin  of 
hypocrify,  which  had  fpoiled  their  beauty,  and  di mi- 
nified their  value.  This  happy  event  was  foretold  at 
great  length,  by  the  prophet  Ezekiel,  when  the  word 
of  the  Lord  came  unto  him :  of  which  we  read,  Chap, 
xxii.  17.  and  following  verfes;  to  which  1  beg  your 
attention,  becaufe  what  is  here  predicted  is  there 

*  Ezek  xxii.  18. 

ampli- 
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amplified  and  explained.— -This  prediction  clearly 
points  out  the  uniform  procedure  of  Jehovah  re* 
fpecting  his  degenerate  people,  both  in  their  fecial 
and  perfonal  capacity ;  whilft  it  holds  forth  the 
ground  of  that  encouragement,  whereby  their  hopes 
of  complete  purification  are  fuppof  ted.  It  was  ful- 
filled at  the  Babylonifh  captivity,  fo  far  as  the  ftate 
of  the  church  at  that  period  permitted,  when  the 
wicked  among  the  men  of  Judah  were  melted  and 
confumed,  and  the  faints  of  the  Mod  High  were  pu- 
rified and  preferved ;  and,  in  different  ages  of  the 
church  of  God,  it  hath  received,  and  (till  continues 
to  receive,  farther  completion.  When  the  church 
of  Ephefus  left  her  firft  love ;  when  the  church  of 
Pergamos  turned  afide  after  the  doctrine  of  Balaam  ; 
when  the  church  of  Thyatira  was  feduced  by  that 
wicked  woman  Jezebel,  who  called  herfelf  a  pro* 
phetefs ;  when  the  church  of  Sardis  abated  in  zeal, 
and  Laodicea  became  lukewarm ;  they  were  cad  into 
great  tribulation,  and  there  they  were  tried  and  puri- 
fied. And  we,  my  brethren,  in  our  prefent  degene- 
rate ftate,  have  reafon  to  expeft,  that  God,  by  means 
of  awful  judgments  he  already  threatens  to  inflitt, 
will  purge  away  the  corruption  and  hypocrify  which 
hav£  lamentably  diffufed  their  influence  among  us. 
Let  it  be  our  concern  then,  that  all  the  afflictions  and 
trials  wherewith  we  are  vifited,  may  be  made  effectual* 
through  the  kind  providence,  and  powerful  blefling 
of  God,  for  weakening  our  corruptions,  and  purify- 
ing our  graces. 

26  And  I  will  reftore  thy  judge6  as  at  the 
firft,  and  thy  counfeilors  as  at  the  beginning : 
afterward  thou  fhalt  be  called,  The  city  of  righ- 
teoufnefs,  the  faithful  city.    . 

The  reftoration  of  the  people  of  Judah  to  their  an* 
cient  ariftocratical  or  democratical  ftate  is  here  pro- 
oufed,  together  with  its  happy  confequences.— 

Boxh 
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Both  cxpreffions  in  the  firft  part  of  the  verfe  feem  to  be 
nearly  of  the  fame  import,  and  refer  to  the  fame, 
great  event,  which  happened  after  the  return  of  the 
Jews  from  their  captivity  at  Babylon  God  proraifer* 
at  that  period,  to  ref  lore  them  judges  as  at  -  the  firft., 
It  deferves  to  be  remarked,  that  kings  are  not  here 
mentioned,  though  by  them  the  pofterity  of  Ifraei 
had  been  governed  for  a  long  period  of  time,  pre-* 
vious  to  the  Jews  being  led  captive  by  the  Chaldeans  9 
which  plainly  intimates,  that  after*  that  memorable 
occalion  they  were  to  be  no  longer  ruled  by  regal  au- 
thority. There  are  two  kinds  of  judges  fpokeu  of  in 
fcripture.  There  were  extraordinary  petfons  wha 
fuftained  this  character,  whom  God,  in  mercy,  raifed 
yp  to  vindicate  his  people  from  the  power  of  their 
enemies,  who  opprefl'ed  them,  and  who  decided  con? 
troverfies  of  the  greateft  moment,  Thefe  are  fpoken 
pf,  Judges  U.  16.;  where  we  are  told,  'The  Lord  raifed 

*  up  judges,  who  delivered  them  out  of  the  hands  of 
4  thole  that  fpoiled  them/  There  were  alfo  ordinary 
magistrates,  or  governors  of  cities,  on  whom  this 
character  was  bellowed ;  whgfe  bufmefs  was  to  guard 
the  privileges  of  the  people,  and  to  attend  to  the  im-* 
partial  diftribution  of  jultice.  For  the  execution  of 
thefe,  and  fimilar  important  purpofes,  God  required,, 
i  Judges  and  officers  {halt  thou  make  thee  in  all  thy 

*  gates  which  the  Lord  thy  God  giyeth  thee  throughout 
4  thy  tribes :  and  they  fh*U  judge  the  people  with  juft 

*  judgment  V   Thefe.  la(t  are  (Jouhtlefs  intended  here. 

With  them  counsellors  are  joined,. by  whqfe  adn 
vice,  and  under  whofe  direction,  the  affairs  of  the 
ftate  were  to  be  conducted.  They  were  not  merely 
the  counsellors  of  kings,  or  their  prime  ininifters* 
vhofe  office  is  tp  affift  the  Sov^reigfl  in  the  mar 
nagemerit  of  public  afF<ur$,  \>ut  periou$  who  were 
themfelves  to  have  the  fole  direction  of  the  ftate, 
Wthpuf  regard  to  the  royal  authority  of  a  Prince, 

*  Owfc  xyi.  ;8, 

Look 
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Look  back  then  to  the  period  referred  to,  namely, 
the  £rit  ere&ion  of  this  people  into  a  nation,  and  you 
may  be  able  exa&ly  to  afcertain  the  import  of  this 
promile.  Then  you  will  obferve,  Mofes,  under  the 
direction  of  the  fupreme  Legiflator,  forming  the  chik 
dren  of  Ifrael  into  a  republic,  and  *  appointing  over 
4  them  judges  and  rulers,  able  men,  fuch  as  feared 
'  God,  men  of  truth,  hating  covetoufnefs ;  and  mak* 
'  ing  them  rulers  of  thoufands,  rulers  of  hundreds, 
(  fifties,  and  tens,  that  they  might  judge  them*.* 
Thefe  were  called  the  judges  and  elders  of  Ifrael: 
and  afterward,  by  the  exprefs  command  of  God, 
their  number  was  fixed  to  that  of  feventy,  on  whom 
he  put  his  Spirit,  to  qualify  them  for  the  duties  of 
their  fun&ion.  Such  were  the  judges  and  counT 
fellors  of  that  people  at  the  beginning ;  and  now  God 
promifes,  that>  at  the  time  referred  to,  they  fhould  be 
reftored  to  the  fame  kind  of  government  they  at  firft 
enjoyed,  and  that  it  ihould  be  managed  by  men  of 
fimilar  probity  and  abilities.  Accordingly,  Ezra  the 
jcribe,  a  man  remarkable  for  prudence  and  piety,  and 
a  firm  attachment  to  the  law  of  God,  was  employed, 
by  divine  providence,  to  effe&uate  this  reitoration ; 
the  remains  of  which  were  vifible  in  the  time  of  our 
i.ord's  humiliation,  when  we  read  of  the  fanhedrim, 
confiding  of  feventy  able  men,  and  of  one  Nicodemus, 
an  honourable  counfellor.— —From  hence  we  learn, 
that  judges  and  counsellors  are  the  wife  appointment, 
and  generous  gifts  of  God,  to  thofe  who  are  favoured, 
with  them*  Let  us  honour  them  as  his  minifters  to 
us  for  good.  L$t  us  pray,  that  he  may  give  them 
counfel,  and  that  they  may  be  juft,  ruling  in  his  fear ; 
and  let  us  fubjed  ourfelves  to  them,  not  only  for 
wrath,  but  for  confcience  fake.  Let  us  be  afraid  of 
that  which  is  evil,  remembering  they  bear  not  the 
fword  in  vain ;  and  ever  ftudy  to  do  that  which  is 
good,  that  we  may  have  praife  of  the  fame. 

*  Exod.  xviii,  41, 

After* 
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.  Aftertoard  tboujhalt  be  called.  The  city  of  righteouf- 
nefs7  the  faithful  city.  The  time  in  general  when 
this  predi&ion  fhould  be  fulfilled  is  mentioned,  but 
the  precife  period  ts^not  determined ;  which  leaves 
room  for  conje&ure  when  this  description  was  appli- 
cable  to  the  Jewifh  ftate,  and  their  metropolis.  It  is 
promifed,  this  fhould  happen  after  the  reftoration  fore- 
told in  the  preceding  part  of  this  verie,  whilft  they 
were  governed  by  upright  judges,  and  wife  counfel- 
lors:  After  their  return  from  captivity  at  Babylon, 
and  this  form  of  government  was  eftablifhed  among 
them,  it  was  long  before  they  arrived  at  this  defirable 
condition,  and  could,  with  any  propriety,  be  named 
a  city  of  righteoufnefs,  or  faithful  city,  as  is  abun- 
dantly evident  from  the  writings  of  the  prophets* 
This  remark  obliges  us  to  have  recourfe  to  a  period 
remote  from  the  commencement  of  the  promifed  re- 
ftoration, which,  however,  arrived  during  its  conti- 
nuance ;  namely,  after  Jerufalem  was  viiited  by  Jefus 
Chrift  the  righteous,  and  became  the  feat  of  his 
kingdom  of  righteoufnefs.  Then  it  merited  this  de- 
fcription,  for  righteoufnefs  was  therein  honoured, 
loved,  and  pra&ifed.  The  eternal  righteoufnefs  of 
Jehovah  was  there  richly  difplayed,  in  his  providences, 
laws,  and  judgments,  which  were  humbly  adored, 
and  gratefully  celebrated..  The  righteoufnefs  of  God, 
without  the  law,  witneffed  by  the  law  and  the  pro- 
phets, even  the  righteoufnefs  of  God,  by  faith  of 
Jefus  Chrift,  was  Unto  all,  and  upon  all  them  that 
believed:  and  that  righteoufnefs  which  exalteth  a 
city,  the  effed  whereof  is  quietnefs  and  affurance 
fcr  ever,  was  highly  refpe&ed,  and  carefully  pra&ifed, 
by  m^ny  of  its  inhabitants.— —Nor  was  it  lefs  re- 
markable for  being  a  faithful  city.  Many  of  the  called 
and  faithful  refided  within  her  walls,  who  happily 
demonftrated  their  fidelity  to  God  in  very  trying  cir- 
cumflances,  and  were  faithful  to  the  death,  in  ad- 
hering to  his  truths  and  ways :  and,  among  all  the 
churches  of  the  faints,  none  were  more  famous  for  a 

firm 
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firm  attachment  to  the  inftitutions  and  example  of 
Jefus  Chrift,  than  that  which  was  ere&ed  at  Jerufsu- 
lenL— Animated  with  the  ardent  defire  of  meriting 
this  noble  chara&er,  let  each  of  us,  in  our  differ- 
ent capacities,  endeavour  to  be  righteous  and  faith* 
ful,  that  we  may  contribute  our  part  toward  that 
deiirable  reftoration,  which  will  bring  us  under  the 
defcription  now  confidered. 

27  Zion  (hall  be  redeemed  with  judgment, 
and  her  converts  with  righteoufnefs. 

In  this  verfe  the  redemption  of  the  people  of  God 
is  foretold,  and  the  manner  in  which  it  ihould  be 
executed  is  pointed  out.— -Zion,  a  name  fignifying 
a  monument  ereded^  was  a  mountain  on  which  part  of 
the  city  Jerufalem  was  built,  wherein  God  was  pleafed 
to  fix  his  peculiar  refidence.  On  one  fummit  of  this 
mountain  flood  the  facred  temple,  in  which  the  folemn 
exercifes  of  divine  worftrip  were  performed  ;  and  on 
the  other,  the  palace  of  the  kings  of  thq  houfe  of 
David :  both  of  which  were  typical  of  the  church  of 
Jefus  Chrift,  wherein  he  exercifes  his  facerdotal  and 
regal  chara&ers.  Great  things  are  fpoken  in  the  fcrip- 
tures  concerning  Zion.  The  Mod  High  is  faid  to  de- 
light to  dwell  there :  Jefus  Chriff  is  faid  to  reign  over 
it  for  ever  and  ever:  the  gofpel,  which  is  called  his  law, 
with  falvation,  and  all  the  bleffings  it  contains,  are 
faid  to  proceed  from  thence.  It  was  celebrated  for 
being  the  joy  of  the  whole  earth,  becaufe  God  was 
known  in  her  palaces  for  a  refuge,  and  in  his  temple 
every  one  fpoke  of  his  glory :  and  innumerable, 
exceeding  great,  and  precious  promifes  are  given  to 
Zion \  among  which  the  one  now  before  us  holds  an 
eminent  place.  Now  it  mull  be  evident,  that  thefe, 
and  many  fimilar  great  things,  were  not  fpoken 
chiefly  of  the  literal  Zion,  nor  intended  to  be  fully 
accomplished  to  it ;  but  to  another,  even  a  fpiritual 
Zion,  of  which  that  above  mentioned  was  only  a 

figure.. 
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figure.  This  can  be  no  other  than  the  city  of  the 
Living  God,  the  heavenly  Jerufalem,  poffeffed  by 
the  fpiritual  pofterity  of  Abraham,  believing  in  the 
Son  of  God  as  the  only  Saviour,  embracing  his 
doSrines,  and  fubmitting  to  his  authority,  who  are 
honoured  with  the  peculiar  prefence  of  God  in  the 
institutions  of  his  worihip,  and  over  whom  Jefus 
Chrift  prefides  as  their  rightful  Sovereign.  Ye  may 
obferve  in  the  word  of  God,  that  the  name  of  the 
type  is  fometimes  given  to  that  which  it  was  defigned 
to  reprefent,  of  which  many  inftances  might  be  pro* 
duced.  Our  blefled  Saviour  is  called  our  paffover^ 
becaufe  in  that  divine  inftitution  he  was  eminently 
prefigured,  and  that  ordinance  received  its  completion 
in  his  facrifice  for  us.  In  like  manner,  the  church 
of  God  is  frequently  fpoken  of  under'  the  name  of 
Zion,  becaufe  the  temple  and  palace,  the  inhabitants, 
and  worihip  performed  in  that  mountain,  exhibited  a 
(hiking  reprefentation  of  that  facred  fociety,  its  glo- 
rious immunities,  and  folemn  fervices.  In  the  verfe 
before  us,  Zion,  in  the  literal  fenfe,  was  no  doubt' 
primarily  intended,  not  exclufive  of  the  fpiritual 
Zion,  which  feems  to  be  the  chief  fubjeft  of  what  is 
here  foretold.  Attention  to  thefe  few  remarks  will 
aflift  us  in  underftanding  this  predi&ion,  and  in  afcer* 
taining  the  import  of  the  redemption  here  promifed ; 
and  it  will  be  very  proper  we  frequently  recolleft 
them,  in  our  progrefs  through  this  prophecy,  when 
we  meet  with  Zion. 

Her  converts,  or,  as  the  Hebrew  word  is  tranflated, 
in  the  margent  of  fome  of  your  Bibles,  they  that  return 
cf  her*  The  one  of  thefe  expreffions  illuftrates  and 
explains  the  other;  and  teaches  us,  that  the  per- 
fons  fpoken  of  are  thofe  who  turn  from  their  evil 
Ways,  and  return  unto  him  from  whom  the  children 
of  Ifrael  have  deeply  revolted ;  who  turn  from  the 
fervice  of  dead  idols,  and  lying  vanities,  to  ferve  the 
Living  God,  and  to  wait  for  his  Son  from  heaven, 
even  Jefus,  who  delivereth  us  from  tl\e  wrath  to 

come. 
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came.  They  are  thofe  whom  the  Lord,  by  b»  dU 
Vine  power  accompanying  the  gofpel,  hath  turned 
from  daxknefs  to  light,  irom  the  poWer  of  Satan 
unto  God,  that  they  may  receive  the  forgiveftefs  of 
fins,  and  inheritance  among  them  that  are  fabSi- 
fied.  Such  are  the  converts  ofZion,  concerning  whom 
it  is  foretold, 

Theyjhall  be  redeemed*  To  redeem,  is  to  buy  again 
that  which  was  alienated  from ;  its  proper  owner*  by 
lale  or  mortgage,  and  to  reftore  it  to  its  rightful 
poflefibr;  in  which  fenfe  it  is  ufed,  Lev.  xxv.  ac. 
rcfpe&ing  the  pofleffion  of  a  poor  brother.  It  aito 
fignifies,  to  refcue  by  force ;  or,  by  paying  down  a 
ranfom,  to  deliver  from  captivity  and  flavery,  and  to 
teftore  to  liberty  and  happinefs.  .  In  this  manner  the' 
children  of  Ifrael  were  redeemed  from  their  bondage 
in  Egypt,  and  afterward  from  their  captivity  at  Baby- 
lon; which  deliverances  were  typical  of  the  redemp- 
tion of  the  fpiritnai  Ifrael  of  <Jod  from  their  fpirittiai 
fervitude  and  captivity,  and  their  introdu&ion  to  the 
glorious  liberty  -of  the  fons  of  God*  Though  tht  re- 
demption foretold  might  have  i  a  primary  retererfee  to 
(brae  temporal  deliverance  of  the  Jewifh  ft'at4,to  me 
It  appears,  that  this  is  one  of  the  paffages  wtopeili 
(as  a  learned,  and  juftly  celebrated  writer  obferveb), 
the  infpired  prophets  immediately  employed,  ^rid 
perhaps  believing  themfelves  to  be  folely  employ* 
u  ed,  in  predicting  the  occurrences  of  the  •  Jewifti 
44  ftate,  were  ait  the  fame  time  preluding,  as  it 
u  were,  to  the  perfon  and  difpenfation  of  Jefus j  the 
Holy  Spirit  which  infpired  them  bearing  out  their 
expreffions,  and  enlarging  their  conceptions,  be- 
yond the  worth  and  fize  of  thofe  obje&s  which 
came  directly  in  their  view  V  Let  us  then  fix 
our  attention  on  the  fpiritual  and  eternal  falvation 
of  the  people  of  God,  which  feems  to  be  here 
chiefly  intended*    This  redemption  naturally  fup* 

*  Dr.  Hurd  on  Prophecy,  Serm.  iii.  « 
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pofti#  thkttholb  whorarethd  obje&s  of  it  are  in  a 
ftateof  fpiritualfervitude  to  corruption  and  fin,  and 
kdi&ptive  by  the^god  of  this' worlds  agreeable  to  the 
tiefcripftioiis  given  in  fcripture  of  their  condition  prior 
to  *beir.  redemption.  It  certainly  implies^  that  Zion 
ischeieby.  delivered  from  all  her  iniquities,  and  their 
dreadful  effects ;  from  all  her  enemies,  and  their  de* 
&ra&we_power ;  arid  inverted  in  the  poifeilion  of  the 
mbfl:  glorious  privileges,  in  the  mod  aftoniihing,  and 
Jit.  the  fame  time  endearing'  tnanner,  through  the  gra- 
cious, interpcrfition  of  the  Son  of  God.  This,  bre* 
dtazvi,  is , not  the  releafe  of  an  oppreffed  nation  from 
defpotic  tyranny :  •  nor  does  it  relate  to  the  erection  of 
3<  ibighty  empire,  under  a  renowned  earthly  prince, 
it  is  another,  and  far  more  glorious  deliverance,  in 
Tcoiftparifoh  of  which  all  the  mob  left  achievements. of 
xht  greateft  heroes  are  as  nothing.  Hereby  chofen 
men ^^ne.refcued  from  eternal  ruin,  fin  is  deftroyed^ 
)death  is  abolifliedv  principalities  ahd  powers  are  con- 
<qbered,'  and ;  human  nature  is  purified,  and  exalted 
to  the  image,  and  enjoyment  of  God.  This  is  the 
great  redemption  ip  Ifrael,  which  was  fpoken  of  by 
*ttt  the  .holy  prophets  which  have  been  fince  the  world 
fcegan^  tvpified  under  the  former  difpenfation,  expect- 
ed,and  oefired  in  every  age  uiitil  thefe  laft  days,  when 
it  was-,  effe&uated,  not  by  fuch  corruptible  things  as 
filver  and  gold,  or  fuch  unavailable  things  as  thoufandS 
jof //tarns,  or  ten  thoufands  of  rivers  of  oil,  but  with 
the.  precious  blood,  of  Ghriih  This  prediction  then 
•was  r fulfilled,  when,  by  his  death,  he  obtained  eter- 
nal redemption  for  us;  and  it  continues  to  receive 
.ftill.farther  completion,  when,  by  the  miniftration  of 
the  gofpel,  and  the  agency  of  the  Holy  Spirit,  the 
.converts  of  Zion  are  iiiteretted  in  the  bleffings  of  thfe 
redemption.  May  this  be  our  happinefs!  Let  this 
be  fcur  'chief  concern ! 

With  judgment ,  and  with  rigbtcoufnefs.  The  tempo- 
ral deliverance  which  God  was  to  work  for  his  an- 
cient people,  primarily  intended,  was  to  be  executed 

with, 
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with,  or  in  judgment,  in!  the  exercife  of  ftri&juftice, 
paniihing  the  incorrigibly  wicked,  and  delivering  the 
upright.— — And  with  righteoufhefs,  by  the  faith- 
ful accomplilhment  of  divine  threatenings  and  pro; 
mifes.  ■  The  fpiritual  redemption  of  Zion,  the 
principal  fubjeft  of  this  predi&ion,  is  obtained  with 
judgment,  in  the  full  fenfe  of  the  exprefSon* 
It  is  acquired,  not  in  a  ra(h  and  precipitant  man-; 
ner,  but  is  the  refult  of  wife  counfel,  and  mature 
deliberation :  it  is  executed  in  perfect  confiftency 
with  the  rights  of  the  ftri£fceft  juftice  and  equity, 
according  to  the  determination  of  the  righteous 
judgment  of  God ;  and  it  is  purchafed,  by  infli&ing 
thofe  awful  punifhments  to  which  the  converts  of 
Zion  had  expofed  ttiemfelves  by  their  tranfgreffions, 
on  Jefus  Chrift,  the  blefled  Author  of  this  redemption, 
who  came  to  give  his  life  a  ranfom  for  many,  Thi$ 
admirable  work  is  much  infilled  oh,  both  in  the  pro- 
phetic and  apoftolic  writings ;  where  we  are  taught, 
'  That  he  made  his  foul  an  offering  for  fin  *  ;*  and 
1  that  he  became  an  offering  for  fin,  that  we  might 
*  be  made  the  righteoufnefs  of  God  in  him  f.'  ■  -It 
is  added,  that  the  redemption  of  Zion  fliall  be  with 
righteoufnefs,  with  the  richeft  difplays  of  the  contam- 
inate righteoufnefs  of  Jehovah ;  for  the  declaration  of 
which,  '  God  fet  forth  his  own  Son  to  be  a  propitia* 
'  don,  that,  he  might  be  juft,  and  the  juflifier  of  him. 
c  who  believeth  in  Jefus/  as  it  is  written,  Rom.  iii% 
25,  a6.  Redemption  is  the  blefled  fruit  of  the  ever- 
laJting  righteoufnefs  of  Jefus  Chrift,  which  he  brought 
in  by  his  obedience  even  unto  death ;  hence  it  is 
laid,  '  To  be  obtained  through  the  righteoufnefs  of 
'our  God  and  Saviour,  Jefus  Chrift  J/  And  it  is 
enjoyed  by  the  citizens  of  Zion,  in  the  exercifes  of 
righteoufnefs,  in  which  they  yield  to  God  the  obe- 
dience of  faith,  and  that  unlimited  fubje&ion  to  hy 
authority  which  he  requires. — '> — This  -is .  truly  an 

*  Jfcuh  liii<  JQ«  f  2  Cor.  v.  21.  %  2  Pet.  i.  r. 

fcitcreft* 
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intereftijig  fubjeffc,  winch  I  wifli  you  would  ftudy. 
muc}ir«and  endeavour  to  acquire  an  experimental  :ac-« 
quzdntance  with.  It  is  a  fubjett  which,  if  you  in- 
dee^  tehfh,  you  will  find  to  "be  exceedingly  agreeable 
and  ufeful ;  which  may  be  always  contemplated  with 
hew  pleafure  and  profit*  and  which,  after  your  utmoft 
efforts,  ca&not  •  be  exhaufted.  And  if  you  are  the 
redeemed  of  the  Lord,  keep  ever  4n  view  the  great 
defiga  of  your  redemption,  that  yt  may  be  unto  Go4 
%  peculiar  people,  zealous  of  good  works,  and  live 
under  the  habitual  impreflidn  of  the  manifold  obliga- 
tions you  are  brought  under,  by  this  character,  to 
fcrve  ot4  glorify  Gpd- 

• 

28  ^And  the  definition  of  the  tranfgreflbrt 
aftd  of  the  fin  new  Jhall  be  together,  aiid  they 
that  forfake  the  Lord  (hall  be  consumed. 

We  fixe  now  arrived  at  the  laft  part  of  this  elegant, 
prophetical  d&ourfe,  which  defcnbes  the  punilhment 
to  be  infilled  on  the'  adverfarie?  of  God,  who  con- 
temn the  redemption  of  Zion.  Of  thefe,  three 
clafles  are  mentioned,  whofe  chara&ers  feem  to  be  ir* 
fbme  meafure  diftintt,  becaufe  the  prophet  fofetels 

that  Aeir  d^ftruftlon  fhall  be  together. 'The  tranfc 

greffors-  are  thofe  who,  having  perverfely  renounced 
their  dutiful  fubje&ion  to  the  divine  authority,  and 
wickedly  forfaken  the  inftituted  wotfhip  and  ordir 
nances  of  Jehovah^  followed  thofe  fuperftitiou*  and 
idolatrous  pra&ifes,  whereby  they  provoked  to  anger 

the  Holy  One  of  Ifrael. The  (inner*  are  fufh  9£» 

paving  gone  aftray  from  the  paths  of  righteoufnefs, 
have  entered  intd  the  ways  of  impiety  and  wicked-t 
nefs ;  who,  regardlefs  of  advancing  the  glory  of  God, 
aim  no  higher  than  to  promote  their 'Worldly  honour, 
intereft,  or  pleafure.-— — *By  them  that  forfake  the 
Lord,  may  be  intended,  thofe  who,  having  apoftatized 
from  their  former  profeflion  of  fidelity  in  the  fervice  of 
tbe  Jiving  pod,  ip  tb$  duties  6{  hi?  worfliip,  and  the 

pbedience 
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obedience  of  hi*  commands,  embraced  the  moft  dan* 
gerous  errors,  and  were  addicted  to  «h$  moft  abomi- 
nable pnt&ces.  Thefe  chara&ers,  which  I  ft  ay  not  far* 
ther  to  illuftrate  at  prefent,  though  fomewhat  different* 
are  evidently  very  fimilar ;  and  the  fame  definition 
ftall  be  the  certain  portion  of  them  all,-— Attend 
then  to  the  defcription  you  have  now  heard,  and  dili- 
gently compare  your  chara&er  and  condud  with  it; 
that  £0  you  may  be  affifted  in  eftimating  your  fpirituai 
condition,  with-  which  it  is  of  great  importance  that 
you  be  intimately  acquainted,  in  order  to  your  im- 
provement by  the  gofpel,  and  its  facred  inftitutions. 
And  the  dejtruftionrf  thefe  Jhall  be  together^  and  the) 
Jhail  be  cmfimdd*  The  Hebrew  word  translated  de+ 
Jiruilkn^  is  derived  from  one  that  fignifies,  to  breakSn 
pieces  things  that  are  bard.  In  a  metaphorical  fenfe, 
it  is  applied  to  denote  contrition  of  heart,  whereby  it 
is  broken  in  pieces*  and  its  natural  pride  and  ob- 
duracy is  fubdued.  It  is  alfo  ufed  to  figqify,  any 
calamity,  ruin,  or  deftru&ion,  which  reverfe  the 
condition  of  thofe  on  whom  they  feize.  Of  thefe 
there  are  two  forts ;  thofe  that  are  infli&ed  on  men  in 
this  world,  fuch  as  the  fword,  famine,  and  peftilence, 
which  bring  on  temporal  definition ;  and  thofe  which 
are  ■  called  fpirituai  judgments,  as  they  refped  the 
fouls  of  men,  and  are  inflided  partly  in  this,  and 
chiefly  in  the  future  world.  Both  thefe  may  be  in- 
cluded in  the  predi&ien  before  us ;  for  the  expreflion 
contained  in  the  latter  part  of  the  verfe  affures  us, 
that  perfons  of  the  above  defcription  (hall  be  confumed 
together.  Whilft  the  Governor  among  the  nations 
corre&s  his  own  people  in  meafure  for  their  (ins,  to 
make  them  fenfible,  that  it  is  an  evil  and  bitter  thing 
to  depart  from  hjm,  he  fends  awful  deftru&ion  on 
tranfgreflbrs  and  finners,  and  thofe  who  forfake  hint* 
Whilit  the  former  adopt  the  fpirited  language  of  the 
ppoftle  Paul,  *  We  are  troubled  on  every  fide,  yet 
1  not  diftreffed ;  we  are  perplexed,  but  not  in  defpair ; 
'  perfecuted,  but  not  fbjfaken $  caft  down,  but  not 
*  '  deftroy- 
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*  idcftroyed  *  :*  the  latter,  with  defpondency, .  com* 
plain,  We  are  not  only,  troubled,  but  diftrtfied ;  not 
oaly  perplexed,  hut  in  defpair ;' not  only  ptrfecuted; 
but  forfaken  y  not .  only  cad  down,  but  deflroy  ed; 
This  is  .the -portion  of  them  that  farfake.the  Lord: 
fend  it  is  their  juft  punifiuneitt,  perfe6Uy  icarfULent 
with  the  moft.  unbiaffed  equity  4  which  requires,  thai 
they  be  jecompenfed  according  to  their  ways,  and 
that  they  eat*  the  fruit  of  their  own  doings.*—— This* 
brethren,  is  an  interesting  truth,  which  ought  to  pe+ 
netrate  to  the  bottom  of  your  hearts.  Are  any  of  you 
fenfible  that  you  aretraufgreflbts,  and  that  you  have 
forfaken  the  Lord,  and  afraid  left  he  fend  up6n  you 
that  horrible  tempeft  whereby  you  (hall  be  deftroyed  ? 
I  befeech  you  to  flee  without. delay,  and  hide  you  from 
the  ftorm.:  not  under  fhelter  of  the  creature,  which 
cannot  prote&  you ;  but  under  his  (hadow,  '  Who  is  a 

*  hiding-place  from  the  wind,  a  poyert  from  the  tern* 

*  peft,  as  rivers  of  water  in:  a  dry  place,  and  as  the 

*  fliadow  of  a  great  rock  in  a  weary  land/  Then *  in 
'  famine,  be  ihall  redeem  thee  from  death;  and  in 
\  war,  from  the  power  of  the  fword,  Thou  (halt  be 
'  hid  from  the  fcourge  of  the  tongue;  Neither  (halt 

*  thou  be  afraid  of  deftrufiion  when  it  cometh  f  / 

29  For  they  ihall  be  afhamed  of  the  oaks 
which  ye  have  defired,  and  ye  (hall  'be  con^ 
founded  for  the  gardens  that  ye  have  choferi. 

The  ignominy  and  difgrace  wherewith  the  threaten* 
ed  punimment  mould  be  accompanied,  is  here  pointed 
out.— r— There  is  a  remarkable  change  of  perfons  in 
the  verfe  before  us,  which  requires  to  be  attended  to, 
in  order  to  our  uftderftanding  the  prediftion  it  con- 
tains. The  perfons  primarily  fpoken  of,  and  referred 
to  in  the  word  they,  are  the  tranfgreffors,  tinners,  and 
fijch  as  foriake  the  Lord,  mentioned  in  the  foregoing 

« 

*  %  Qor.  iv.  8,  9.  I  Job.  v<  20,  21, 

verfe. 
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terfe. #  Thefe,  in  whatever  country  or  "gdrieratiorf 
they  may  live,  (hall  certainly  fhare  in  the  iname  and 
confufton  which  is  the  portion  of  thofe  to  whom  the 
prophet  immediately  addreiTed  himfelft  *  The  oaks 
which  ye  have  defired,  the  gardens  that  ye  havfc 
chofen,  are  the  pbje&a  tvhich  fhould  occafion  th4 
lhame  and  confufion  which  are  here  threatened.  It 
is  obvious  from  iftany  paflfcges  of  fcripture,  I  ftay  not 
at  prefent  to  recite,  that  groves  or  gaf dens  were  oftert 
planted,  and  frequented  by  thofe  who  forfook  the 
Lord,  and  were  addi&ed  to  idolatrous  practices; 
Thefe  groVes  were  compofed  of  tree*  -  of  various 
kinds,  which  cannot  now  be  determk&chwkh  cer- 
tainty ;  and  among  thefe  was*  the  cfek, ;>whfeh  afforded 
an  agreeable  fhade  from  the  heat,  atid  a;  defirabfe 
concealment  front  public  view.'  In  4h&  garden*, 
temples  tod  altar^  wete  erefted  to  the  gtfds  tfho  were 
worshipped ;  various  rites  were  performed;  and  fa* 
orifices  treTi  offered,  to  J  idols,  by  their  votaries; 
This  abominable  fupe*ftkion  and  idolatry  conftituted 
a  principal  part  of  what  was  tailed  the  religion  of  the 
nations,  ivhom  the  L<Jrtl  ekpelfed  from  the  land  of 
Canaan^  to  make  room  for  his*  people  Ifrael,  wha 
were  commanded  to  deftroy  their  groves,  and  other 
monuments  of  their  falfe  Worihip :' c  Yd  fhall4  utterly 
4  deftroy  all  the  places  wherein  the  nations  which  ye 

*  (hall  poffcfg  ferved  their  gods,  upan  the  high  moun- 
1  tains,  and  upon  the  hills,  and  under  every  green  tree. 

*  And  you  (hall  overthrow  their  altars,  -and  break 

*  their  pillars,  and  burn  thdr  groves  with  fire  *,'  £sV. 
Notwithftandkig  this  charge,  the  men  of  Ifrael  and 
Judah  were  much  addi&ed  to  idolatry,  as  we  learn 
from  the  teftimony  of  the  prophets,  who  were  em*» 
ployed  in  reproving  them  for  their  fins ;  of  'v^hich 
you  will  fee  a  memorable  inftance,  Hofea  iv.  12,  13. 
Prompted  by  curiofity,  excited  by  this  furprifing 
fad,  let  us  inquire  into  the  reafons  why  that  people 

*  Dcut.  xii.  2,  3. 

were 


were  fo  fond .  of  thefe  forbidden  pm&ices»i  Among 
others,  we  may  fuppofe  their  peryerie  diijpccStiofls 
would  operate  .powerfully,  which  eyer  inclined  them 
to  do  what  was  forbidden :  tjteir.defire  tv  imitate  the 
example  pf  their  er^at  fu-ogwitor,,  Abraham,  who 
planted  a^pvt,  when1  he  tailed  upon  the  name  of 
God'*  (though  this  praftfefc;  was.{jft«?w>atti  ftri&ly 
forbidden  t) :  ^nd  the  foolHb  imagination^  that  fuch 
retired)  folemn.  places  as  they  enjoyed  under  the  ihadg 
of  thick  trees,  and  in  gardens*  inspired  .theta  with 
reverence  and  ^we,  might  contribute  to  make  them 
fond  of  fuch  retirements ;  which  afforded  them  oppto* 
Utility  iOi  committing  the  moft  deteftable  impurities, 
and  the  moft  odious  fjup^r/ljtiom.-^— 4t  is  true,  in* 
defed,  thafcwpjead  of  feme  great  a*d  good  men  who 
facrificed  ttn<fcr  an  q^  ,  apdj  upon  a  high  place ;;  aa 
Gideon*  Samuel,  und  others  Certain  dt  is,, that  they 
either  did  that  which  was  luafc^W,  or/or/wt^  their 
had  ibroe  pajticttUr  difptnfoion  front  God  himfeih 
Concerning.  &de  oaks  and.  gardens  it  is  foretold, 

The y  JhaQ  be.  nfbamed*  and  ye  jbali  be  wjfeundeds 
Thefe.  :twd  expreflionp  are^f  fimilar  import*  and 
feem  to,  de»ot$  nearly  th$  ;fai&e  thing»-^-^Xhe  word 
tranflajted  q/hamed,  fignifiea  to  bhifh  or  redden*  to  be- 
tome  faU%  tyhem  the  colour  changes,  and  the  frame  is 
difordered:  and  that  which  is  rendered  confounded* 
itgni£e*  to  dig,  in  order  to  hide  any  .thing;  as  the 
flothful  fervant  did,  that  he  might  hide  bis  lord's 
money.  Hence  it  is  ufed  to  denote  a  perfon's  being 
confounded;  becaufe,  in  that  condition,  he  would 
fondly  hide  htmfelf,  if  in  his  power.  Shame  and 
eenftifion  arife  from  a  fenfe  of  having  afted  contrary 
lo  duty  and  intereft,  or  from  being  disappointed  of 
what  we  expe&ed  to  enjoy*  In  the  penitential  con- 
feffiom  of  the  faints,  recorded  in  fcripture,  they  often 
acknowledge,  that  they  were  afhamed  and  confound- 
ed on  account  of  their  fins.    But  this  is  not  what  is 

*  Gen.  xxi.  3j«  f  Dcut.  xii.  13, 14- 

intended 
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intended  in  the  predidion  before  us.'  The  petfons 
defcrihed  in  the  foregoing  verfe,  (hould  feel  the  mod 
cutting  remorfe,  and  painful  difgrace,  at  the  time  de- 
finition fei£ed  upon  them,  on  account  of  the  foolifh 
and  wicked  part  they  had  a&ed.  Their  fins  being 
brought  to  remembrance,  by  impending  judgments, 
they  (hall  be  afhamed  at  their  pail  conduft,  and  con- 
founded at  the  profped  of  being  recompenfed  accord- 
ing to  their  deeds.  Then  they  (hall  be  filled  with 
(hame,  in  the  recollection  of  the  oaks  and  gardens 
in  which  they  once  delighted,  wherein  they  worfhip- 
ped  the  idols  in  which  they  trufted  for  deliver- 
ance, and  covered  with  confufion  when  all  their 
hopes  from  them  (hall  be  difappointed. — i— This 
prophecy  was  awfully  verified,  in  the  confirma- 
tion and  difgrace  which  attended  the  deftru&ion 
of  the  wicked  among  the  Jews,  when  their  nation 
and  city  was  overthrown  by  the  Romans ;  and  it 
fliail  be  farthet  accompliflied,  in  the  day  of  the 
perdition  of  ungodly  men,  when  they  (halt  implore 
the  mountains  and  rocks  to  fall  on  them,  and  hide 

them. —Beware  then,  brethren,  of  forfaking  the 

Lord  your  God,  and  thereby  expofing  yourfelves  to 
that  everlafting  fhame  and  contempt,  which  (hall  be 
the  certain  portion  of  all  who  continue  to*go  aftray 
from  him.  If  you  are  found  at  laft  among  the  un- 
happy number  of  fmners  and  tranfgreffors,  all  your 
claims  fhall  be  reje&ed,  all  your  hopes  (hall  be  dafhed 
to  the  ground :  you  (hall  be  commanded  to  depart 
from  him  on  whom  all  your  expectations  ought  to 
be  founded,  aitod  be  for  ever  excluded  from  the  fociety 
of  the  juft.  This  muft  be  an  infupportable  difgrace, 
*hich,  I  pray  you,  take  cai-e  in  time  to  prevent. 

30  For  ye  fhall  be  as  an  oak  whofe  leaf  fail- 
eth,  and  as  a  garden  that  hath  no  water. 

By  a  double  comparifon,  naturally  fuggefted  by 
xrhat  was  fatd  in  the  preceding  vcrfc,  the  deplorable 

(^  condition 
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condition  of  tranfgfeflbrs  is  represented.— —-Both 
good  and  bad  men  are,  with  great  propriety,  com- 
pared, in  fcripture,  to  trees  of  various  kinds,  in  their 
different  conditions.  In  the  firft  Pfalm* '  He  that  de- 
'  iighteth  in  the  law  of  the  Lord,  and  meditateth 
'  therein  day  and  night,  is  compared  to  a  tree  planted 

*  by  the  rivers  of  water,  that  bringeth  forth  his  fruit 
'  in  his  feafon.'  The  (late  of  tranfgreflbrs  is  alfo  exhi- 
bited by  this  inftru&ive  .fimilitude,  Jer.  xvii.  5,  6. 
where  it  is  foretold, '  That  he  that  trufteth  in  man,  and 
4  .maketh  flefh  his  arm,  whofe  heart  departefh  from 
c  the  Lord,  fhall  be  like  the  heath  (or  a  n^ked  tree) 

*  in  the.defett,  and  fhall  not  fee  when  good  cometh.' 
And  in  the  words  before  us,  finners,  who  forfake  the 
Lord;  are  likened  to  art  oak  whofe  leaf  faileth.  They 
refemble  an  oak  that  hath  grown  to  a  vaft  fize  and 
height,  that  promifes  (lability  and  duration,  which 
yet  quickly  decays,  lofes  every  fymptom  of  life,  and 
every  ornament  of  beauty,  and  then  dies  to  the  very 
root. :  In  like  manner,  uaidgreffors  aipong  the  pro 
feffing  people  of  God,  deftitute  of  fpiritual  beauty, 
the  leaves  of  pf ofeffion,  and  the  fruits  of  righteouf* 
nefs,  and  incapable  of  affording  protection  and  copfo- 
latiob  to  others,  through  fin  reigning  in.  them,  decay 
and  perifb  in  that  death  which  is  its  wages,—— Ano- 
ther fimilitude  is  here  ufed,  the  more  fully  to  defcribe 
their  condition :  And  as  a  garden  that  bath  no  water* 
In  order  to  your  underftanding  this  expreflion,  you 
mud  know,  that,  iu  hot  Eaftern  countries,  a  conftapt 
fupply  of  water  is  abfoiut?ly  neceffary  to  the  fruitful- 
nefs  and  beauty  of  :heir  gardens,  withouX  which  every 
thing  would  foon  lajiguiih  and  decay.  Great  care, 
therefore,  mjift  be  takefc  t<?  provide  them  with  fuitable 
fupplies  of  water,  either  from  fonie  neighbouring 
fpuntakver  river,  by  direding  a,  few  dreams  to  run 
among  the  trees  and  plants.;,  or  by  having  a  large 
refervoir  filled,  in  proper  feafon,  with  a  Sufficient 
quantity  of  rain  water.  Accordingly,  to  complete  the 
beauty >  of  the  garden  of  Gqd>  therein  cur  firft  pa- 
rents 
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rents  were  placed,  we  are  told,  a  river  went  out  of 
Eden  to  water  it.  "We  are  informed,  by  modern  tra- 
vellers, of  the  delightful  gardens  of  the  Eaft,  which 
are  pleafantly  watered,  ever  verdant,  and  fruitful. 
In  oppofition  to  this  beauty  and  fertility,  it  is  foretold^ 
that  the  perfons  fpoken  of  (hall  be  as  a  garden  that 
hath  no  water.  Though  refiding  within  the  limits  of 
the  church,  which  the  Moft  High  hath  appropriated 
to  himfelf,  as  the  garden  wherein  he  delighteth,  this* 
privilege  (hall  not  avail  them.  If  they  participate  not 
of  the  benign  influence  of  his  word,  and  the  reviving 
communication^  which  flow  from  the  fountain  of  all 
gTace,  and  remain  deftkute  of  thi  fruits  of  the  Spirit, 

they  (hall  wither,  languifh,   and  die. This  part 

of  the  prophecy,  with  that  contained  in  the  former 
verfe,  was  fulfilled  at  the  deftruftion  of  the  Jewifli 
nation,  which  once  refembled  in  firmnefs  arid  gran* 
deur  the  (lately  oak.  But  like  that  tree  when  it* 
leaf  faileth,  and  like  that  garden  which  hath  no 
water,  its  appearance  was  quickly  reverfed :  the 
wicked  inhabitants  of  Judea  were  deprived  of  the  go- 
fpel,  the  gifts  of  the  Spirit,  and  the  communications 
of  divine  grace,  which  were  turned  into  a  new  chan- 
nel ;  fo  that  this  prediction  was  amply  verified. 

Hereby  we  are  inftru&ed  in  the  uncertain  profperous 
condition  of  the  wicked,  however  agreeable  and  pro- 
mifing  may  be  their  prefent  appearance.  Though  they 
may  feem  to  be  rooted  and  eftabliflied  like  an  oak, 
when  the  divine  difpleafure  goeth  forth  againft  them, 
they  (hall  fuddenly  decay ;  though  pleafaht  to  human 
view,  as  a  garden,  they  (hall  fpeedily  be  confumed.* 
Let  us  then  diligently  take  heed,  left,  by  following  their 
practices,  we  expofe  ourfelves  to  their  punifliment. 

31  And  the  ftrong  {hall  be  as  tow,  and  the 
maker  of  it  as  a  fpark,  and  they  (hall  both  burn 
together,  and  none  (hall  quench  tbem. 

The  vaft  extent  and  long  continuance  of  the  above* 
mentioned  judgments  is  here  foretold,  with  the  utter 

inability 
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inability  of  thofe  againft  whom  they  are  denounced 
to  deliver  therafelves.— — -By  the  ftrong  we  muft  here 
underftand,.  not  thofe  who  are  ftrong  in  the  Lord, 
and  the  power  of  his  m\ght,  who  are  furailhed  with 
ftrength  in  the  inward  man  for  every  good  work ;  but 
fuch  as  are  rich,  and  great,  and  powerful  in  this 
world ;  who  are  pofleffed  of  health  of  body,  vigour 
of  mind,  and  that  ftrength  which  arifes  from  worldly 
opulence  ;  who,  at  the  fame  time,  are  ftout-hearted, 
and  far  from  righteoufnefs,  and,  to  human  view,  feem 
to  refemble  the  fturdy  oak.  Thefe  are  the  men  who 
commonly  glory  in  their  might,  in  their  bodily 
ftrength,  in  their  mental  abilities,  in  the  extenfive 
power  to  which  they  are  elevated  by  their  riches  and 
eminent  ftation  ;  nay,  even  in  their  ftoutnefs  of  heart, 
whereby  they  -\yithftand  the  influence  of  the  word  of 
God,  and  refift  the  Holy  Ghoft.  Such,  I  apprehend, 
are  the  outlines  of  the  character  and  condition  of  the 
perfons  here  intended  by  the  ftrong.  Though,  of  all 
others,  they  leaft  expect  to  be  confumed,  it  is  fore- 
told, they  fhalj  be  as  tow.  However  mighty  and  ex- 
alted fuch  may  be  in  this  world,  yet,  like  the  tow 
which  you  fepar^te  from  your  flax,  they  are  really  the 
leaft  valuable  part  of  jnankind ;  they  are  light  and 
vajn,  rej^dy  to  be  driven  away  by  every  ftorm  of  di- 
vine judgment ;  and  liable,  every  moment,  to  be 
confumed  by  the  wrath  of  the  Almighty,  when  it  be- 
gins tp  burn.  This  is  a  very  fimple  and  humiliating 
comp^trifon,  with  which  you  are  well  acquainted  ; 
and  which,  of  confequence,  requires  little  illuftration. 
Whilft  it  ppints  out  the  imminent  danger  of  their 
condition,  it  founds  an  alarm  in  the  ears  of  all  whq 
come  under  this  description,  yrhich  ought  to  roufe 
them  to  an  anxious  concern  about  their  lalvation. 

And  the  Maker  rf  it  as  a  /park  ;  or  rather,  as  it  is 
in  the  margent  of  fame  of  your  Bibles,  And  his  work 
as  a /park.  Good  men  are  the  light  of  the  world, 
whole  good  works  fo  ftune  before  men,  that  they  are 
thereby  induced  to  glorify  their  Father,  who  is  in 

heaven  ; 
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heaven ;  but  the  jrork  of  thofe  here-  fpoken  of»  ia 
compared  to  a  fpark,  the  fmalleft  part  o£  fire,  which 
being  thrown  out  from  ]f^  is  immediately  extin- 
guished. This  intimates,.  ia4a  very  ftriking  manner, 
the  trifling  insignificance  and  fhort  continuance  -  of 
their  work*  though,  it  may  be5  they  thereby  intended 
to  magnify  thenpTeives,  and  greatly  bo^ftgd  of  \p  to 
others.  However  much  it  may  be  efteemed  by  them* 
(elves,  when,  compared  to 'the  cheering  light  diffufed 
by  the  iervants  o£  God,  which  illuminates  the  workt, 
and  refrefhes  iu  inhabitant^,  jt  is  only  a  dying/  mif. 
chievous  fpark.  I  fuppofe  the  -  expreffion  is  chiefly 
defigned  to  reprefent  (he  dancer  .arifmg  frpm.lfyefr 
work,  to  thofe  yrhe  are  ftrong,  in,  the  feute  explained, 
which,  like  a  fpark  falling  on  tow,  (hall  kia^  tbpfc 
flames  of  divine,  wrath,  whereby  they  and  their  works 
lhall both  be continued;,  fo*  it  is,ad4ed-~— T#?yy2>*// 
both  burn  together.  This  predion  is  fimilar  jtp  that 
awful  threatening,  where;  Gqd  thus  fpeaks,  by  the 
prophet  Ezekieli  *  I  will  pour  out  miije ;  indigna- 
4  tion  upon  thee,  I  will  blow,  againft  thee;  in  die  fire 
'  of  my  wrath,  apd  deliver  thee  into  the,  hai>d  of 
4  brutifli  men,  and  fkilful  to  deftroy.  Thou  (halt 
'  be  for  fewel  to  the  fire*/  &>V.  To  burn,  you 
know,  is  literally  to  confume  by  fire ;  and,  in 
a  metaphorical  fenfe,  it  denotes  painful  and  ter- 
rible deftru&ion.  Here  it  comprehends  all  thofe  aw- 
ful calamities  wjiich  God  would  inflift,  by  the  fury 
of  the  Romans,  and  other  inftruments,  on  the  pro- 
fane  and  hypocritical  among  his  people,  whereby  they 
and  their  works  fhould  be  wholly  confumed.  And 
that  no  circumfUqce  might  be  wanting  that  could 
increafe  the  awftiMfs  of  this,  judgment,  it  is  decla- 
red  None  finfrquench  them*     Divine  judgment* 

fhould  rage  with  fucn  unabating  fury,  that  thole  upoi* 
whom  'they  were  fent  fhould  not  be  able  to  refift 
them,  or  to   deliver  themfelves  from  thofe  dread" 

*  Eze&,  xxi.  31,  32. 
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fil -c&lsffriities  wtekby  ihey  fliotiTdlte  ttifelly  over- 
sown.*--—This  predi&ibn  was  accampWhbd  in  the 
definition  of  the  nation,  city,  and  temple  of  the 
Jew%$  related  by  Jfcfephufr  thei*  hiftoriaii :  theftrong* 
fee  -rich,  and  this  great1  mcti9  among1 :  that  pebple,: 
were  quickly  eonfumed  6y  thbfe  remarlcable  'punifli- 
taents*  which  all  their  efforts  could  not  ftdp  in  their 
progrefs*  In  this  awful  prophecy,  arid'  the  corre- 
ipondifcg  direful  evfchts,  «we  behold  the  dHhud  confe- 
mtencfes  of  tranfgreffion,  and-  the  juft  retribution  of 
forfeiting  the  Lord.  Such  terrible  calamities  were 
never  inflitted  upon  any  city  as  upon  Jerufalem ;  fuch 
vial 4  of  wrath  were  never  pouf  ed  out  on  any  people  as 
vtpon  the  Jews,  as  God  hlmfelf  declares,  Ezek.  v.  8-,  9. 
Why  all  this  feverity  ?'  Becaufe  they  abirfed  more  dif- 
•  tiriguHhing  privileges  than  any  other  people.  And 
trhy.fe  this  ftibjeft  fo  frequently  mentioned  in  ferip* 
tare,'  but  for  our  admonition^  on  whom  the-  ends  of 
the  world  are  come?  :  Let  us  hearken  to  the  admoni- 
tion, and  learn  the  iriftni&ion  it  is  intended  to  con* 
Vey ;  knd  thus  our  labour,  in  cbnfidering  this  pro. 
pfcecy,  (hall  not  be  in  vain  in  the  Lord. 


•     I      4    • 
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PRELIMINARY  OBSERVATIONS.    '  ' 

THE  fecond  part  of  this  prophetical  difcourfe,  on 
which  we  now  enter,' is  contained  in  the  fecond, 
third,  and  fourth  chapters.  It  was  probably  delivered, 
by  our  prophet,  in  the  days  of  Jcrtham,  or  Uzziah : 
to  which  period  of  tirfie  feveral  things  mentioned  in 
this  prophecy  are  applicable ;  particularly,  the' plenty 
of  filver  and* gold,  fpoken  of  at  the  7th  verfe  ot  this 
chapter,  and  the  extravagant  articles  of  drefs^efcribed 
in  the  latter  part  of  the  third  chapter,  h  was  primarily 
defigned  to  recall  the  Jews,  to  whom  it  Vn&  addreffed, 
from  their  idolatry  and  fupetffirion,  flieir  pride,  felf- 
confidettc£,  irid  otner  iniquities,  to  the  fear  and  worfliifj 
of  the  Living. Cod,  to  the  ftudy  and  obedfente  of  hij 
auguft  laws,  ;  Wfth  this  view,  Ifaiah/bqgins  by  con- 
templating that  approaching,  happy  period,  in  which 
a  renowned  feat  of  learning  Ihould  be  erefted  oft 
Mount  Zion,  over  which  God  himfelf  would  prefide, 
as  the  great  Inftruftor.  to  which  *all  Rations  fliouljl 
convene,  to  be  taught  the  way  of  falvatioh,  verfe  1  .—5. 
From  the  tfth  verfe  to  the  end  of  this  chapter,  he  repre- 
fents  thofe  awful  calamities,  and  terrible  judgments, 
which  God  would  certainly  inflift  upon  the  unbeliev- 
ing, proud,  and  felf-confident  among  them,  on  account 
of  their  contempt  of  his  authority,  and  the  good  coun- 
fel  he  had  given  them,  that  thereby  he  might  lead  them 
to  repentance. 


CHAR     IL 

'HE  word  that  Ifaiah  the  fon  of  Amoz  faw.f 
.  concerning  Judah  and  Jerufalem.  . 

This  is  the  infcription  of  the  prophecy  contained  in 

this,  and  the  two  following  chapters.- The  remark- 

ifcle  form  of  fpeech  here  ufed,  is  often  adopted  by  the 

prophets, 
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prophets,  when  they  mention  the  revelations  where- 
with they  yreff  favoured. .  The  proph?<y*of  Amos 
thus  begins ;  c  The  words  of  Amos,  who  was  among 
c  the-befdfaen  of  Tekoa,  which,  he  fa>v  concerning 

*  Ifriel^:  ;  In  like  njanner,  Micah  introduces  h^s  p*o- 
'  phecy;  V^he  word  of  the'Lord  that  came  to  Micah 

*  the  Morafthite,  in  the  days  6f«  Jothain*  Aha?,  and 

*  Hesekiflh,  kings  df  Jojcfch,  yhiGH  he  faw  concern- 

*  ing.Saj^iaria  andijerufalem/  Our  prophet  Iikewife 
yfes  a  fimiliar  ,e;xpreflion#,  wh^re  Jxe„fpe^ks  of  the 
burden  of  Babylon,  which  he  few./.  Though,  pro- 
perly lpeakingy  a  word  is  not  an  objefl:  of  light,  it  is 
to  be  obferved,  that  what  Ifaiah  here,  declares  he  had 
revealed  to  him  from  God;  was  communicated  by  a 
vifion,  in  which  he  was  favoured  with  a  vifible  repre- 
fentapon  of  what  he  relates.  This  remark,  I  appre* 
bend,  fully  juftifies  the  form  of  Ipeech  under  confi- 
deration ;  which  feem§  defigned  to  intimate,  that  the 
prophet  received  the  cleireft  and  molt  fetisfying  reve- 
lation of  what  is  here  recorded. ... 

This  prophecy  relates  to  the  fame  perfons  with  the 
former,  namely  Judah  and  Jerusalem,  by  whoip,  as  I 
obferved  from  Chap.  i.  i.  we,  mud  underftand  the 
people  of .  God,  inhabiting,  thofe  places  to  whom 
this  meflage  was  primarily  delivered ;  who  afforded 
an  infinitive  type  of  his  peculiar  people  under  die 
New  Teftament,  who  are  intimately  concerned  in  this 
fubjeft,  recorded  for  their  admonition.  In  this  view, 
we  are  deeply  interefted  in  the  predi&ions  before  us  j 
and,  therefore,  we  ought  diligently,  to  attend  to  the 
important  truths  we  now  ■proceed  to  confider. 

2  And  it  ill  all  come  to  pafs  in  the  laft  days, 
that  the  mountain  of  the  Lords  houfe  (hall  be 
eftablifhed  in  the  top  of  the  mountains,  and 
fhall  be  exalted  above'  the  hills,  and  all  nations 
{hall  flow  unto  it.  • 

r 
#  Ifiriih  xiii:  i. 
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In  thefe  words  a  moft  remarkable  event,  and  the 

time  of  its  accomplifliment,  is  foretold. The  time 

fixed  for  the  accomplishment  of  this  prophecy,  is  the 
lad  days,  an  expreffion  which  frequently  occurs  in 
the  Old  Teftament.  Though  fome  commentators 
fuppofe  the  times  of  the  gofpel  are  intended  by  this 
phrafe,  I  do  not  recoiled  any  paffage  of  fcripture  in 
which  it  is  ufed  to  denote  the  whole  period  of  that 
difpenfation ;  nor  is  it  thus  underftood  by  the  Jews, 
to  whom  the  oracles  of  God  were  committed,  fo  far 
as  I  know.  The  feafon  here  referred  to,  is  the  con- 
cluding period  of  the  Jewifli  church  and  (late,  prior 
to  their  abolition ;  and  in  this  fenfe  the  words  of  the 
patriarch  Jacob  are  to  be  explained  *,  where  he  in- 
forms his  fons,  what  fhould  befall  them  in^the  laft 
days,  in  which  the  great  Mefliah  was  to  come,  before 
the  fceptre  departed  from  Judah.  To  this  time,  I 
fuppofe,  Balaam  looked  forward,  when  he  fpake  of 
the  end  of  the  days.   '  In  thefe  laft  days  (as  the  writer 

*  of  the  Epiftle  to  the  Hebrews  remarks),  God  hath 
'  fpoken  unto  us  by  his  Son,  whom  he  hath  appointed 

*  heir  of  all  things  ;*  and  as  the  prophet  Joel  foretold, 

*  He  poured  out  his  Spirit  upon  all  flefh  f ,'  &V.  > 
With  great  propriety  is  this  defcription  given  to  the 
laft  fenes  of  God's  difpenfations  toward  his  church  on 
earth,  the  laft  courfe  of  his  providence  toward  this 
world,  and  the  concluding  fcene  in  which  the  great 
work  of  man's  redemption  was  accompiifhed.  Then* 
faith  the  prophet,  (hall  come  to  pafs  that  which  is 
written, 

The  mountain  of  the  Lord's  houfe  jhall  be  ejiablijhed 
in  the  top  of  the  mountains.  Were  thefe  words  to  be 
literally  explained,  they  would  contain  what  would 
feem  more  like  a  fable  of  the  poets,  than  a  divine  pre- 
diftion,  highly  interefting  to  the  church  of  God,  and 
recorded  for  its  benefit.  They  would  affirm,  that  the 
mountain,  on  which  the  temple,  or  the  Lord's  houfe, 
was  anciently  built,  called  Zion,  on  which  alfo  ftood 

•  Ckn.  *lix.  j.  f  J0*!  «•  28.  ctftq. 
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the  city  Jerufalem,  was  to  be  fo  prepared  and  eftablifted 
as  to  be  exalted  far  above  all  other  mountains,  fuch 
as  Sinai  and  Tabor,  Carmel  and  Hermon ;  or  rather, 
that  it  fhould  be  removed  from  off  its  bafis,  and  be 
fixed  on  the  tops  of  the  hills.  Every  one  fees  the  im- 
propriety of  fuch  an  explanation  of  the  words,  aflured, 
that  literally  Mount  Zion  (hall  never  be  removed. 
No  doubt  the  fplendid  edifice  which  adorned  its  fum- 
mit,  and  the  deep  valley  which  lay  at  the  bottom,  made 
it  appear  immenfely  high ;  and  as  the  Jews  reckoned 
the  land  of  Canaan  was  the  higheft  part  of  the  earth, 
and  this  mountain  the  higheft  ground  of  Canaan,  they 
might  confidcr  it  as  exalted  above  the  hills,  and  efta* 
blifhed  as  on  the  tops  of  the  mountains.  But  this  is 
not  the  import  of  the  prophecy,  which  muft  be  ex- 
plained m  its  figurative  and  fpiritual  fenfe. 

By  the  mountain  of  the  Lord's  houfe,  we  under* 
Hand  the  church  of  Jefus  Chrift,  the  holy  hill  of 
Zion,  over  which  God  hath  anointed  him  King,  of 
which  that  mountain  was  an  eminent  type.  The  folid 
rocks,  of  which  it  was  compofed,  afforded  an  ijiftruc- 
tive  emblem  of  the  (lability  and  duration  of  the  church 
of  God,  againft  whict)  the  gates  of  hell  (hall  never 
prevail :  its  elevation  above  the  neighbouring  grounds, 
reprefented  the  dignity  and  influence  of  the  church  of 
Chrift  in  its  profperous  condition :  being  feen  at  a  great 
diftance,  and  enjoying  the  richefl  proipe&s,  fignified 
that  the  church  is  a  city  fet  on  a  hill,  from  whence 
the  difciples  of  Chrift  are  favoured  with  the  moft 
tranfporting  views.  In  the  church  of  the  New  Telia* 
ment,  as  anciently  in  the  mountain  of  the  Lord's 
houfe,  the  Living  God  takes  up  his  peculiar  reflr 
dence,  fo  as  to  dwell  in  the  midft  of  it ;  his  prefence 
is  enjoyed,  his  glory  is  feen,  apd  therein  he  is  ho- 
noured and  ferved  according  to  his  own  appointment. 
In  this  fenfe  we  underftand  the  mountain  of  the  Lord's 
houfe,  which  is  here  foretold, 

Shall  be  ejlablijbed  in  the  tops  of  the  mountains,  and 
pall  be  exalted  above  the  hills.     Both  expreffions  feem 

defigfled 
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defigned  to  intimate,  that  the  church  of  God  fhould 
be  exalted  to  diftinguifhed  dignity ;  and,  on  account 
of  the  peculiar  privileges  wherewith  it  fhould  be  in- 
verted, fhould  far  excel  all  that  are  called  hills  and 
mountains ;  and  therefore  its  praifes  fhould  be  cele- 
brated, and  its  fame  fpread  abroad  through  the  earth. 
The  Son  of  God  was  to  elevate  his  church  to  the  higheft 
honour,  by  appearing  in  the  Lord's  houfe,  and  there 
delivering  the  glorious  truths  of  the  gofpel ;  whereby 
he  was  to  afford  a  much  clearer  revelation  of  the  divine 
glory,  and  to  inftitute  a  far  more  perfect  worfhip, 
than  ever  had  been  ordained  from  any  other  moun- 
tain, not  excepting  Sinai  itfelf.    He  was  to  give  the 
moft  wonderful  demonftrations  of  the  divine  prefence 
among  men,  the  fame  whereof  fhould  fpread  through 
the  whole  world ;  fo  that  the  nations  fhould  be  hap- 
pily difpofed  to  renounce  their  vain  fuperftitions,  to 
deteft  their  falfe  religions,  and  to  fubmit  to  his  doc- 
trine and  authority.— -We  behold  this  predi&ion 
verified,  when  tbe  Son  of  God,  entering  Jerufalem 
and  the  temple,  laid  the  foundations  of  his  king- 
dom, taught  the  ways  of  God  in  truth,  and  qualified 
his  apoftles  for  the  faithful  performance  of  his  fervice, 
by  his  divine  inflru&ions  and  Holy  Spirit.    Then  the 
mountain  of  the  Lord's  houfe  was  honoured  with 
aftonifhmg  difplays  of  the  gracious  prefence  of  God, 
which  were  every  where  published  abroad*     The 
blefled  confequences  were,  that  the  fublime  dodrines, 
inculcated  by  Jefus  Chrifl  and  his  apoftles,  founded 
on  eternal  truth,  which  no  human  or  infernal  power 
fhall  ever  be  able  to  fubvert,  deftroyed  the  falfe  reli- 
gions profefTed  in  the  world ;  fo  that  Mount  Zion  be- 
came far  more  illuflrious  and  famous  than  any  other 
mountain  in  the  earth.' 

,  And  all  nations  Jhall  flow  unto  it.  The  vaft  con- 
courfe  df  people,  which  fhould  refort  to  Zion,  are 
here  defcribed  in  language  which  hath  an  obvious 
reference  to  the  waters  of  a  river  flowing  on  in  their 
courfc  toward  the  fea.    The  expreffion  intimates,  that 

all 
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all  nations  fhould  fpeedily,  and  in  continued  fuccef- 
fion,  repair  to  the  church  of  Jefus  Chrift ;  whilft  one 
*  fhould  have  powerful  influence  on  another,  all  fhould 
prefs  forward,  with  progreffive  force  and  rapidity, 
until  they  were  received  into  its  bofom.     True,  in- 
deed, it  is  not  more  contrary  to  the  courfe  of  nature, 
for  water  to  run  upward,  and  flow  unto  the  tops  of 
the  mountains,  than  it  is  for  men,  alienated  from  the 
life  of  God,  to  refrain  from  walking  ip  the  vanity  of 
their  minds,  and  to  have  recourfe  to  Jefus  Chrift:, 
that  they  may  participate  of  the  bleflings  of  his  church. 
It  ought  therefore  to  be  remembered,  that  the  foun- 
tain from  whence  thefe  mighty  dreams  take  their  rife, 
which  fhall  convey  all  nations  to  the  great  Redeemer, 
is  in  the  highefl  heavens ;  and  as  waters  rife  as  high 
as  the  fpring  from  which  they  flow,  the  multitudes 
,of  people,  here  intended,  fhall  be  conducted  not  only 
to  the  houfe  of  the  Lord,  eftablifhed  on  the  tops  of 
the  mountains,  but  to  that  not  made  with  hands,  eter- 
nal in  the  heavens.    How  aftonifhing  this  event,  that 
all  nations,  even  thofe  who  had  hitherto  walked  in 
their  own  ways,  fhould  refort,  in  great  numbers,  to 
Mount  Zion,  that  they  may  join  themfelves  to  the 
church  of  God,  in  which  are  inculcated  the  difficult 
ieffons  of  felf-denial,  the  ftudy  of  humility  and  inward 
purity,  that  are  oppofite  and  troublefome  to  human 
nature  in  its  degenerate  ftate !  To  excite  in  the  people 
of  God  the  lively  expectation  of  this  unlikely  fuccefs 
of  things,  it  was  repeatedly  foretold,  by  the  prophets 
Jeremiah  and  Zechariah  *,  That  Gentiles,  as  well 
as  Jews,  fhould  repair  to  the  church  under  the  New 
Teftament.     Such,   accordingly,   was  the  powerful 
agency  of  the  Holy  Spirit  that  attended  the  doftrine 
of  Jefus  Chrift  preached  at  Jerufalem,  that  devout 
men,  of  every  nation  under  heaven,  came  and  dwelt 
in  that  highly  favoured  city,  as  we  read  in  the  fecondt 
chapter,  and  5th  verfe  of  the  Afts  of  the  Apoftles, 

*  Jer.  Hi.  17.     Zcch.  11.  10.  iu 
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JJecaufe  of  God's  temple  at  Jerufalem,  as  the 'pro* 
pbet  David  predi&ed,  '  Kings  (hall  bring  prefents 
€  unto  him  V  This  prophecy  was  remarkably  ful- 
filled, ia  the  numerous  converts  from  among  the 
Gentiles,  who  were  gathered  into  the  apoftolie 
church  i  though,  it  is  hopod,  it  (hall  receive  a  ftiU 
farther  completion  in  the  laft  days  of 'the  gofpel- 
difpenfation.— ^-Improve  this  animating  confiderar 
tion,  for  flrengthening  and  confirming  your  faith,  in 
the  accomplimment  of  this,  and  fimilar  predi&ions, 
notwithftanding  every  intervening  difficulty ;  and  for 
encouraging  your  earned  prayers  to  God,  for  the  pep* 
fonnance  of  the  glorious  things  which  yet  remain  to 
be  fulfilled*  However  unlikely  the  foretold  event 
may  feem,  the  faithfulnefs  of  Jehovah  hath  never 
failed :  he  hath  remembered  his  mercy  from  genera- 
tion to  generation,  and  his  truth  endureth  for  ever* 

3  And  many  people  fhall  go  and  fay,  Come 
ye,  and  let  us  go  up  to  the  mountain  of  thq 
Loud,  to  the  houfe  of  the  God  of  Jacob,  and  he 
will  teach  us  of  his  ways,  and  we  will  walk  in 
his  paths ;  for  out  of  Zion  (hall  go  forth  the 
law,  and  the  word  of  the  Lord  from  Jem- 
falem. 

In  thefe  words,  wherein  the  nations  are  repre* 
fented  as  inciting  one  another  to  repair  to  the  houfe 
of  the  Lord,  the  fubje&  introduced  in  the  fore* 
going  verfe  is  amplified  and  illuftrated.— — The  H&> 
brew  word,  which  is  here  rendered  many,  fignifie* 
itio  powerful ;  fo  that  many  powerful  people  are  the 
fubje&s  of  this  predi&on,  whofe  numbers  and.  in* 
fluence  fhall  be  very  great.  From  this  expreffion* 
however,  we  muft  not  mppofe,  that  it  is  necefiary,  to 
the  accomplifhment  of  this  prophecy,  that  whole 
nations,  without  exception,  (hould  adopt  the  follow* 

*  PfaL  Ixviii.  29* 
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ing  language.  It  is  fufficient  for  this  purpofe,  that 
large  numbers  of  them  ftir  up  one  another  to  join 
in  the  worfhip  of  God,  and  the  obedience  of  his  corn- 
minds,  though  the  great  part  among  them  continue  in 
fupet  (lition  and  idolatry.  This  remark,  I  apprehend, 
is  founded  in  fa£t,  and  deferves  attention,  when  we 
are  employed  in  confidering  fuch  events  as  that  here 
ibretold.  Whilft,  therefore,  many  of  the  eleft  of 
Godj  difperfed  among  different  nations,  as  the  ao 
complifhment  of  this  prophecy,  fhould  invite  one 
another  to  go  up  to  the  houfe  of  the  Lord,  the  reft 
of  them  may  be  perfifting  in  criminal  idolatry,  foolifh 
fuperftitioiis,  and  walking  in  the  vanity  6f  their 
minds.— —Concerning  thefe  many  people,  thus  un- 
derftood,  it  is  foretold,  that  they  (hall  go  and  fay, 

Come  ye,  let  us  go  up  to  the  mountain  of  the  Lord,  to 
the  houfe  of  the  God  of  Jacob.  They  thus  encourage 
one  another,  as  perfons  commonly  do  who  are  exceed- 
ingly fond  of  the  enterprife  in  which  they  are  enga- 
ging, and  folicitous  that  others  may  join  them  in  what 
they  expeft  to  enjoy  the  greateft  fatisfa&ion.  The 
form  of  expreflion  here  uJed,  is  modelled  upon  an 
opinion  which  anciently  prevailed  among  the  Jews* 
which  I  mentioned  when  treating  of  the  preceding 
verfe,  that  the  land  of  Judea,  and  efpecially  the  city 
Jerufalem,  were  higher  in  regard  of  fituation  than 
the  countries  wherewith  they  were  furrounded :  hence 
we  read  in  the  New  Teftaxnent,  of  going  down  from 
Judea,  and  going  up  to  Jerufalem ;  which  was  a  figure 
of  the  Jerufalem  mat  is  above.  The  mountain  of 
the  Lord,  and  the  houfe  of  the  God  of  Jacob,  muft 
be  explained  here,  as  we  have  already  obferved  from 
the  2d  verfe,  in  a  figurative  fenfe;  denoting  the 
church  of  the  Living  God,  under  the  prefent  difpen- 
fation  of  his  grace,  on  which  he  commands  his  blef- 
fing,  even  life  for  evermore.  The  expreflion  before 
us,  in  its  fpiritual  fignification,  is  inftru&ive  and  ani- 
mating, and  merits  die  clofeft  attention.  It  fuppofes, 
that  the  perfons  introduced  fpeaking,  and  thofe  com- 
plying 
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plying  with  their  invitation,  were  to  rife  from  a 
lower  to  a  higher  condition,  which,  you  know,  is 
commonly  attended  with  much  difficulty,  and  re* 
quires  the  mod  vigorous  exertion*  Though,  at  firft 
view,  the  work,  to  which  men  are  here  encouraged, 
might  appear  unpleafant  and  difficult,,  yet  the  happy 
confequences  arifing  from  its  performance,  would 
abundantly  compensate  all  their  labour  and  trouble. 
Many  have  been  the  people  who  (as  here  foretold) 
have  animated  one  another  in  their  afcent  to  the  tioufe 
of  the  Lord.  This  doubtlefs  would  be  the  pleafant 
Employment  of  the  devout  men,  of  every  nation  under 
heaven,  who  reforted  to  Jerufalem  after  the  afcenfion 
of  Jefus  Chrift,  when  this  prediction  was  remarkably 

verified. This  day,  brethren,  let  this  fcripture  be 

farther  fulfilled  in  our  ears.  Come  ye,  let  us  go  up 
to  the  mountain  of  the  Lord,  to  the  houfe  of  the 
God  of  Jacob.  I  do  not  invite  you  to  go  up  to  the 
literal  mount  Zion,  whither  the  tribes  of  God  re- 
forted of  old,  to  give  thanks  to  the  name  of  the 
Lord ;  nor  do  I  afk  you  to  go  up  to  the  temple  built 
on  that  mountain,  called  the  houfe  of  God,  which 
was  long  ago  buried  in  ruins :  I  invite  you  to  rife 
above  this  earth,  in  affe&ion  and  purfuit,  that,  in  the 
way  of  obedience  to  the  commands  of  Jefus  Chrift, 
you  may  afcend  to  the  fpiritual  Zion,  the  perfection 
,  of  beauty,  the  houfe  of  God,  in  which  he  delights 
for  ever  to  refide.  Let  not  the  labours  and  difficulties 
that  may  attend  this  journey  difcourage  you :  look  to 
Jefus  Chrift,  left  at  any  time  you  be  weary  and  faint 
in  your  minds ;  and  ceafe  not,  until,  having  gone 
from  ftrength  to  ftrength,  you  arrive  before  God, 
perfect  in  Zion.— —To  this  the  moft  ample  encou- 
ragement is  fubjoined : 

And  be  will  teach  us  of  his  ways.  The  perfon  here 
fpoken  of,  is  no  other  than  the  blefled  God  himfelf, 
the  great  Inftru&or  of  his  church.  Who  teacheth 
like  him  ?  The  benefit  promifed  is  of  the  higheft  im- 
portance,    It  relates  npt  to  literal  or  grammatical  in* 

ftru&ion, 
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ftroftion,  whereby  perfons  learn  to  read  the  word* 
before  them,  and  to  acquire  the  form  of  knowledge, 
though  this  alfo  cometh  from  the  Lofti  of  hofts ;  but 
to  that  fpiritual  inftru&ion  which  is  conveyed^  by  the 
illumination  of  the  underftanding,  and  demonftration 
of  the  Spirit,  which  makes  known  the  things  freely 
given  us  "off  God,  and  the  myfteries  of  the  kingdom 
of  heaven.  By  the  former  of  thefe,  a  child  is  taught 
to  read ;  by  the  latter,  a  man  acquires  a  good  under- 
ftanding, which  enables  him  to  know  the  meaning  of 
what  he  reads,  or  hears,  refpefting  divine  fubjeSs. 
By  the  one,  a  fpeculative  acquaintance  with  facred 
truths  is  acquired ;  by  the  other,  the  law  of  God  is 
put  into  the  heart,  and  fo  written  on  the  inward 
parts  as  to  be  transcribed  into  the  life.  The  word 
of  God  (hews  us  what  is  good,  and  what  the  Lord 
requires  of  us ;  and  the  Spirit  of  God  effeftually  dif- 
pofes  the  heart  to  attend  to  his  inftruftions,  to  profit 
by  them,  fo  as  to  reduce  them  to  pra&ice ;  and  both 
the  word,  and  Spirit  of  God,  being  neceffary  to  bring 
men  to  walk  in  the  paths  of  the  Lord,  we  fuppofe* 
both  are  included  in  the  words  before  us. 

By  the  ways  of  God,  may  be  meant  his  purpofes 
and  counfels,  fo  far  as  are  proper  and  neceffary  for 
his  fervants  to  be  acquainted  with,  in  order  to  pro- 
mote their  happinefs  and  falvation ;  his  providential 
difpenfations,  fo  far  as  is  confident  with  their  duty 
and  intereft  to  know  them,  that  they  may  underftand 
the  loving-kindnefs  of  the  Lord;  the  miniftration 
of  his  Spirit,  and  the  way  of  falvation,  by  which 
the  manifold  wifdom  of  Jehovah  is  admirably  dis- 
played. Thefe  are,  with  great  propriety,  called  the 
ways  of  God,  as  he  points  them  out  to  us  in  his 
word,  and  as  they  are  intended  to  condud  to  the  en- 
joyment of  him  in  the  land  of  everlafting  uprightnefs. 
Some  degree  of  acquaintance  with  thefe  things  is  in- 
difpenfably  requifite  to  mens  walking  in  the  ways  of 
God's  precept^;  and,  therefore,  let  us  entreat,  that 
he  may  grant  us  the  wifdom  of  the  prudent*  that  we 

may 
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may  underftand  his  way,  and  walk  therein'  with  in- 
creating  delight.  And  let  it  be  our  great  delign,  in  at- 
tending his  ordinances,  that  we  may  learn  his  truths; 
that  we  may  hear  all  things  commanded  us  in  his  law 
and  gofpel,  refpe&ing  faith  and  pra&ice,  that,  through 
the  ftrength  of  the  Mod  High,  we  may  keep  his  pre- 
cepts with  our  whole  hearts. 

And  we  will  walk  in  his  paths.  This  is  the  pro- 
mifed,  happy  effeft  of  being  inftru&ed  in  the  waya 
of  God.  By  the  paths  of  the  Lord,  we  underftand 
the  divine  do&rines,  and  holy  precepts  pf  the  gof- 
pel, by  which  God  hath  marked  the  way  wherein 
we  ought  to  go,  to  the  everlafting  enjoyment  of  hi3 
prefence  and  glory.  Thefe  paths  ferve  to  conduft  to 
the  kingdom  of  God  all  thofe  who  are  fo  wife  as  walk 
in  them.  They  afford  dire&ion  in  every  condition 
through  which  they  pafs,  whether  profperous  or  ad- 
verfe ;  in  every  ftage  of  life,  whether  youth  or  old 
age ;  in  every  relation  in  which  they  (land  connefted ; 
and  in  every  ftation,  whether  more  humble  or  elevated, 
that  they  occupy.  They  clearly  point  out  the  truths 
neceflary  to  be  believed  with  the  heart,  and  confefled  , 
with  the  mouth ;  and  the  duties  requifite  to  be  perform- 
ed, to  demonftrate  the  fmcerity  of  faith,  to  adorn  the 
profeffion  of  the  gofpel,  and  difplay  the  power  of  godli- 
nefs.  ■  The  refolution  before  us  plainly  implies,  a 
free  choice  of  the  precepts  of  the  gofpel,  in  prefer- 
ence to  all  other  ways,  and  in  opposition  to  every 
kind  of  compulfion  whatfoever.  It  includes,  a  fixed 
purpofe  of  heart,  a  firm  determination,  to  cleave  un- 
to the  Lord,  notwithftanding  every  difficulty  and  dif- 
couragement  that  may  lie  in  the  wav.  And  as  walk- 
ing is  an  uniform,  progreffive  motion,  it  comprehends 
a  conftant,  perfevering  progrefs  in  the  good  ways  of 
the  Lord,  wherein,  they  are  inftrutted.  Thofe  who 
are  taught  of  God,  by  his  word,  providence,  and 
Spirit,  hipre  exprefs  their  fincere  purpofe,  through  di- 
vine aid,  to  make  advances  in  the  paths  of  obedience 
and  fubmiffion,  to  whatfoever  the  Moft  High  may  be 

S  pleafed 
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pldaftd  to  require  and  appoint.*— -^-After  what  I  have 
already  remarked,  refpeding  the  fulfilment  of  this 
prdphecy,  I  only  add,  that  the  words  now  explained 
received  their  accomplishment,  when  multitudes  from 
among  many  great  and  celebrated  nations,  Greeks* 
Egyptians,  and  Italians,  leaving  their  native  country, 
O^eiorted  to'the  church  of  Jefus  Chrift  in  Mount  Zion, 
where  they  were  inftru$ed  in  its  doftrine,  wbrlhip, 
and  difcipline,  and  joined  in  the  faith  and  obedience 
of  the  gofpel. 

Far  out  of  Zion  /ball  go  forth  the  law,  and  tbt  word 
of  the  Lord  from  Jerufalenn  Thefe  words  affign  the 
reafon  why  great  numbers  of  people  (hould  encourage 
one  another  to  repair  to  Mount  Zion,  The  law,  and 
word  of  the  Lord,  feem  both  intended  to  fignify,  the 
doftrines  and  precepts  of  the  gofpel,  published  by  Jefua 
Chrift  and  his  apoftles.  With  great  propriety  are  they 
called  a  law,  as  they  bear  the  impreflion  of  the  divine 
authority  by  which  they  were  delivered,  and  reveal  the 
will  of  the  one  great  Lawgiver  to  all  thofe  to  whom 
they  are  publifhed.  With  the  belief  and  fubje&ion 
they  juftly  demand,  are  connected  glory,  honour,  and 
immortality,  whilft  the  negleft  and  can  tempt  of  then* 
expofes  to  tribulation  and  wrath.  And  they  are  pro* 
perly  called  the  law,  by  way  of,  eminence,  as  far  ex* 
celling  all  other  laws.  They  are  emphatically  deno* 
minated  the  law  of  faith,  the  royal  law,  the  perfeft 
law  of  liberty,— ——With  np  lefs  juftice  are  they  faid 
to  be  the  word  of  the  Lord,  as  they  proceeded  from 
the  great  Meffiah,  who  i%  Lord  of  all,  the  blefTed 
"Meflenger,  fent  by  the  Living  God  to  make  Hnow^ 
his  will  unto  men.  Accordingly,  in  the  New  Tefta-e 
mem,  they  are  defcribed  as  the  word  of  God's  grace^ 
the  word  of  righteoufnefs,  the  word  of  truth,  the 
word  of  life,  the  word  that  is  able  to  make  wife  unto 
falyation,  through  faith  which  is  in  Chrift  Jefus.  ■  * 
This  law,  and  word  of  the  Lord,  is  foretold  to  go  fortfo 
put  pf  Zion  and  Jerusalem.  The  expreflion  feems  to  al- 
lude tp  the  cuftom  pf  princes,  whofe  edicts  aud  laws  are 
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iflued  from  the  cities  and  palaces  in  which  they  refide, 
and  being  damped  with  royal  authority,  they  demand 
reverence  and  obedience*    From  the  renowned  places 
here  mentioned,  the  fublime  do&rine  of  the  gofpel 
was  announced,  according  to  this  predi&ion*    From 
thence  Jefus  Chrift  and  his  apoftles,  and  afterward 
many  others,  went  forth  every  where  through  the 
whole  world,  preaching  the  gofpel  with  admirable 
fimplicity  ahd  fuccefs ;  infomuch  that,  as  the  cvan- 
gelift  Luke  affirms,  repentance  and  remiflion  q{  fins 
were  preached  to  all  nations,  beginning  at  Jefufalem. 
The  prophet  Micah  repeated  this  prophecy  with  little 
variation  *.<   You  may  compare  together  both  predic- 
tions at  your  leifure.— **Let  us,  my  friends,  attend 
to  this  law,  and  hearken  to  this  word  of  Jehovah,  fe- 
licitous that  from  the  heart  we  may  believe  and  obey 
it ;  remembering*  that  '  he  who  defpifed  Mofes  law, 
c  died  without  mercy,  under  two  or  three  witnefles : ' 
'  of  how  much  forer  piinifhment,  fuppofe  ye,  (hall  he 
'  be  thought  worthy,  who  hath  trodden  under  foot  the 
4  Son  of  God,  and  hath  counted  the  blood  of  the  cove- 
1  nant,  wherewith  he  was  fan&ified,  an  unholy  thing, 
*  and  hath  done  defpite  unto  the  Spirit  of  grace  f?* 

4  And  he  fhall  judge  among  the  nations,  and 
(hall  rebuke  many  people :  and  they  {hall  beat 
theif  fwords  into  plow-fliares,  and  their  fpears 
into  prunin£-hooks :  nation  (hall  not  lift  up 
(word  againft  nation,  neither  (hall  they  learn 
war  any  more. 

The  happy  confequences  of  the  preaching  of  the 
gofpel  are,  in  this  verfe,  beautifully  defcribed.  > 
The  perfon  fpoken  of  can  be  no  other  than  the 
Lord,  whofe  word  went  forth  from  Jerufalem,  and 
who,  in  thefe  laft  days,  publifhed  in  perfon  the 
glad    tidings    of  falvation.     He    is   the   Governor 

*  M'cah  x.  1.— 4.  f  Htb.  x.  33,  29. 
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among  the  nations,  for  the  kingdom  is  the  Lord's* 
It  belongs  to  kings,  who  are .  the  judges  of  their 
people,  to  give  .laws  to  their  fubje&s,  to  take  car  e  of 
their  intereiis,  to  defend  them  from  their  enemies,  to 
hear  their  petitions,  to  determine  their  differences,  to 
go  forth  before  them  to  war,  and  to  diftribute  among 
them  rewards  and  punifhments*  All  thefe  kind 
offices  Jefus  Chrift  the  Lord  performs,  by  his  fer* 
vants,  his  word,  and  Spirit,  in  his  church  and  king* 
dom,  constituted  of  the  nations  of  them  that  are  favecL 
He  gives  laws  to  his  people.:  he  adjufts  all  their  con* 
cerns :  he  protefts  them  from  their  powerful  enemies  : 
he  attends  %to  all  their  requefts ;  he  enriches  them  with 
every  needful  bleffing :  he  decides  their  controverfies : 
he  goes  before  them  to  vi&ory,  as  their  leader :  he 
difpenfea  amoftg  them  thofe  divine  confolations,  and 
neceffary  chaftifements,  which  their  various  circum*  ' 
fiances .  require :  he  inverts  his  numerous  fubje&s 
with  the  mo(t  glorious  privileges ;  and  admits  them 
to  the  enjoyment  of  thofe  facred  prerogatives,  which 
render  them  fafe  and  comfortable ;  though,  for  wife 
reafons,  he  defers  their  advancement  to  defired  hap* 
pmefs,  until  their  entrance  into  life,  and  the  commence- 
ment of  another  ceconomy.  All  power  in  heaven  and 
e^rth  being  committed  into  his  hands,  as  the  great 
'  Judge  of  the  world,  he  will  at  laft  determine  the 
everlafting  (late  of  all  men,  who  fliail  receive  from  him 
their  final  fentence.— — Let  us  then,  brethren,  fub* 
jedt  ourfelves,  without  referve,  to  our  rightful  Judge, 
Lawgiver,  and  King,  and  yield  him  that  unlimited 
fubmiflion  which  he  juftly  demands,  affured,  that  he 
will  deal  with  us  as  with  his  fervant  David,  whom '  he 
*  rewarded  according  to  his  righteoufnefs,  and  reconv 
c  penfed  according  to  the  cleannefs  of  his  hands  V  : 
Andjhall  rebuke  many  people ;  by  the  (harp  reproofs 
contained  in  his  word,  by  various  aftiftive  difpenfa- 
tions  of  his  providence,  by  fpeaking  to  them  in  hi* 

*  Pfal.  xviii.  20. 
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wrath,  and  vexing  them  in  his  hot  difpleafure,  on  ao 
count  of  their  unreafonable  oppofition  to  himfelf,  his 
government,  and  church*  Such  rebuke  the  Lord* 
whofe  word  went  forth  out  of  Jerusalem,  hath  often 
difpenfed  in  the  courfe  of  his  righteous  adminiftra- 
tion ;  and  moft  remarkably,  in  that  awful  period  in 
which  he  overthrew  the  city  and  temple  of  Jerufalem, 
rejected  his  highly  favoured  people,  and  delivered 
them  into  the  hands  of  their  enemies.— —It  may  not 
be  improper  to  remark,  that  the  word  tranflated  re* 
bukc,  fignifies  alfo  to  reprove  or  convince.  In  this  fenfe 
the  fame  mighty  Lord  verifies  this  predi&ioii,  by  con- 
vincing multitudes  of  their  dangerous  errors,  their 
manifold  wanderings,  their  grofs  infidelity,  and  innu- 
merable tranfgrefiions,  and  confequently  of  their  ab- 
folute  need  of  deliverance  from*  the  wrath  to  come. 
He  then  fuccefsfully  invites  them  to  the  participation 
of  the  moft  glorious  privileges,  and  powerfully  con- 
strains them  to  love  and  obey  the  truth.  This  con- 
viction is  produced  not  by  external  force  or  violence, 
but  is  purely  the  effedt  of  divine  truth,  accompanied 
with  power,  and  the  demonftration  of  the  Spirit, 
whofe  office  is  to  convince  of  fin,  righteoufnefs*  and 
judgment.— ^— -Whilft  then  we  endeavour,  by  mani- 
feltauon  of  the  truth,  to  commend  ourfelves  to  every 
man's  coxifcience,  lay  your  minds  open  to  receive 
that  conviftion  of  your  fin,  and  your  duty,  which 
we  aim  to  reach  to  yoyr  hearts,  in  order  to  promote 
your  belt,  interefts. 

And  t  bey. Jhall  beat  their /words  into  plow-flares,  and 
their  f pears  into  pruning-hooks  :  nation  Jhall  not  lift  up 
Jword  againji  nation,  neither  Jhall  they  leanv  war  any 
more.  The.  happy  confequences  of  the  benign  influ- 
ence of  the  gofpel  of  Chrift,  are  here  defcribed  in  beau- 
tiful, figurative  language,  which,  I  apprehend,  it  ifc 
unneceffary  minutely  to  explain.  The  meaning  of 
the  various  expreffions  feems  to  be  fimply  this.:  The 
nations  who  embrace  the  doctrine  of  Jefus  Chrift, 
tying  afide  their  former  hatred,   animofities,  and 

differences, 
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differences,  ahd  the  hoftile  weapons  whereby  thefe 
were   fupported,  (hall  cultivate  among  ••  themfelves 
friendfliip,  hofpitality,  and  brotherly- kindncfa,  with 
all  the  blefled  arts  of  peace,  until,  united  in  the 
box\ds  of  love,  they  become  one  great  body,  one 
happy  fociety.    The  Jew  and  the  Greek,  the  Barba* 
rian  and  the  Scythian,  the  Egyptian  and  the  Afiyrian, 
having  become  the  difciples  of  Chrift,  (hall  be  di* 
vefted  of  the  fecret  grudges  they  entertained  againft 
one  another ;  and,  joined  together  in  fincere  afte&ion, 
fliall  unite  in  celebrating  the  grace  of  God,  and  per* 
forming  the  duties  of  mutual  love.  Convinced  that  the 
kingdom  pf  Mefliah,  which  confifteth  in  righteoufnefs 
and  peace,  and  joy  in  the  Holy  Ghoft*.  is.  not  ad* 
vanced  bf  the  ftudy  of  war,  but  by  the  cultivation  of 
peace,   they  {hall  maintain  among  themfelves  the 
moft  agreeable  harmony,  and  vanquifh  their  adverfa* 
ties  by  an  invincible  patience*    Inftrufted  by  their 
divine  Matter,  the  Prince  of  peace,  renewed  by  his 
fpirit  of  love,  and  holding  the  fame  faith,  fo  far  as 
they  are  known  to  each  other,  they  fhall  live  together 
in  peace;    and  far  from  fomenting  differences,  or 
exciting  others  to  take  up  arms  againft  their  perfecu* 
tors,  they  (hall  follow  peace  with  all  men,  poflfcffing  the 
amiable  chara&er  of  blefled  peace-makers*     In  this 
manner  Chrift ians  a&,  according  to  the  Spirit  of  Jefus 
Chrift,  who  dwelleth  in  them :  they  pra&ife  his  fa- 
lutary  dire&ion,  of  having  peace  among  themfelves : 
they  preferve  the  unity  of  the  Spirit  in  the  bond  of 
peace ;  and  demonftrate  to  the  world,  that  they  are 
taught  of  God  to  love  one  another. 

This  predi&ion,  which  defcribes  the  peaceably  dit 
pofition  of  the  fubje&s  of  MefTiah's  kingdom,  muft 
be  explained,  like  many  others,  with  fotne  reftric* 
tions ;  for  the  prophets,  who  often  fpeak  hyperboli- 
cal ly,  as  if.  they  meant  to  be  underftood  without  limi- 
tation, muft  not,  however,  be  fo  ftri&ly  interpreted, 
as  to  lead  men  to  expeft  events  that  God  doth  not 
mean  fhall  a&ually  happen.    It  relates  folely  to  the 

genuine 
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genuine  difciples  of  Chrift,  who  are  the  real  fubje&i 
of  his  kingdom;  and  not  to  princes,  and  their  fub* 
je&s,  profefling  Chriftianity,  who  x>ften  make  war 
on  one  another*  and  on  all  who  invade  their  rights 
and  privileges.  It  does  not  exclude  thofe  difputes 
and  controverfies  which  may  arife  among  Chriltiani 
on  religious  matters ;  but  fimply  reprefents  the  humble, 
meek,  and  peaceable  difpofitions  with  which  they 
fbould  be  animated'  in  their  conduS  toward  one  an- 
other. They  (hall  not  ftir  up  ftrife,  nor  difturb,  noF 
hurt  one  another ;  but,  by  the  exercifes  of  juftice, 
kindnefs,  and  beneficence,  eactt  (hall  aim  to  advance 
the  happinefs  of  alt— -—This  prophecy  was  accoiru 
pliftied,  in  fome  meafure,  in  the  firft  ages  of  Chri. 
ftianity,  when  the  followers  of  the  Lamb  were  of  one 
heart  and  one  foul:  it  has  been  farther  fulfilled  in 
after-times,  when  the  power  of  the  gofpel  'has  been 
experienced  }  and  it  fhall  receive  its  full  complerioa 
in  future  happy  days,  when  the  do&rine  of  Jefus 
Chrift,  attended  with  the  Holy  Spirit,  fhall  difplay  its 
efficacy  and  glory  in  the  hearts  and  lives  of  Chri* 
ftians.  .  In  the  mean  time,  let  us  remember  the 
great  defign  of  God  in  our  vocation,  wha  hath 
called  us  unto  peace.  Let  us  therefore  follow  after 
the  things  which  make  for  peace,  and  things  where- 
with one  may  edify  another  \ 

5  O  houfe  of  Jacob,  come  ye,  and  let  us  walk 
in  the  light  of  the  Lord. 

The  prophet,  by  thus  addrefling  his  countrymen, 
endeavours  to  roufe  them  from  their  indolence,  to  re- 
call them  from  their  ignorance  and  errors,  and  to  ex- 
cite  them  to  a&ivity  in  the  good  ways  of  the  Lord* 
By  the  houfe  of  Jacob  might  be  intended  the  men  of 
Judah,  in  diftin&ion  from  the  houfe  of  Ifrael ;  or  we 
may  fuppofe  it  comprehended  the  whole  poflerity  of 

#  Rom.  xtv«  19. 
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Ifrael,  to  whom  Ifaiah  delivered  this  prophecy*  This 
designation  might  remind- them,  that  as  their  great  pro- 
genitor had  the  name  of  Jacob,  given  him,  becaufe  he 
dealt  deceitfully,  and  fupplanted  his  brother,  in  like 
manner  they  bad  dealt  deceitfully  in  the  worfhip  and 
fervice  of  God.— -The  prophet  incites  them  to  join 
yrith  him  in  the  important  bufinefs  which  he  propofes ; 
Come  ye,  let  us  walk  in  the  light  of  the  Lord.  In  this 
manner  the  children  of  Ifrael,  and  the  children  of  Judah, 
are  reprefented,  animating  one  another  'no.feek  the 
c,  Lbrd  their  God ;  Come,*  faid  they,  *  let  us  join  our* 
c  felvcs  to  the  Lord,  in  a  perpetual  covenant  that  (hall 

*  not  be  forgotten  V  The  tiprightfervantsbf  the  Moil 
High  always  wifti  to  travel  the  road  to  Zion  in  com- 
pany. True  godlinefs  never  contracts,  but  always 
enlarges  the  heart,  with  a  generous  concern  for  the 
glory  of  God,  and  theJbtft  interefts  of  men* 

LA  us  walk  in  the  light  of  the  Lord.  Light  being 
the  frioft  excellent  of.  all  vifible  things,  it  is  ufed  in 
fcripture  to  exprefs  perfe&ion  in  general,  or  fome 
particular  excellence.  As  it  is  the  medium  by  which 
we  contemplate  and  become  acquainted -with  the 
creatures,  it  is  a  proper  emblem  of  wifdom  and  know* 
ledge.  In  this  fenfe  it  mud  be  underftood,  where 
BeUhazzar  informed  the  prophet  Daniel,  that  <  I  have 

*  heard  of  thee,  that  the  {pirit  of  the  gods  is  in  thee, 

*  and  light  and  underftanding,  and  excellent  wifdom 
«  is  found  in  theef.'  As  it  is  the  means  of  enabling 
us  to  regulate  our  condutt,  and  to  direft  our  a&ion? 
aright,  it  is  ufed  to  denote  holinefs  and  purity  ;  and, 
in  this  view,  thofe  *  who  are  light  in  the  Lord,  are 
c  invited  to  walk  as  children  of  light  }.*  As  it  gives 
pleafure  and  joy  to  behold  the  light,  it  i&  thence  em- 
ployed to  figniry  the  mod  defirable  felicity  and  blef- 
fednefs.    Thus  it  is  affirmed,  that  if  any  fay,  *  I  have 

*  finned,  and  perverted  that  which  is  right,  and  it 
1  profiteth  me  not ;    he  will  .deliver  his  foul  froxn 

#  J$r.  L  4f  5.  +  Din.  y.  14.  \  Eph.  v.  8. 

1  goixvg 


Ver.  5.     PROPHECIES  of  ISAIAH.  147 

'  going  down  to  the  pit,  and  his  life  (hall  fee  the 
4  light  V  The  word  of  God*  which  communicates  the 
molt  important  knowledge,  affords  ufeful  dire&ion 
in  every  circumftance,  and  conveys  fubftantial  confo- 
htion  to  the  heart  under  every  trouble,  may  be  call- 
ed, with  great  propriety,  the  light  of  the  Lord. 
Under  this  defcription  the  royal  pfalmift  fpeaks  of  it, 
•  Thy  word  is  a  lamp  unto  my  feet,  and  a  light  unto 
c  my  path  f .'     It  is  the  light  of  the  Lord,  as  it  pro- 
ceeds from  the  Father  of  lights  :  it  reveals  his  name  j 
it  discovers  his  bleffed  will,  and  points  out  the  way 
which  condu&s  to  his  kingdom  and  glory.     The 
word  of  God  then  may  be  confid^red  as  the  light 
of  the  Lord  here  intended,  in  which  the  prophet  en- 
courages others  to  walk  with  him.— -Walking,  you 
know,   is  the  regular  progreffive  motion  which  is. 
made  in  moving  from  one  place  to  another ;  and  is 
often  ufed  in  fcripture,  in  a  figurative  fenfe,  to  exx 
prefs  the  whole  courfe  of  mens  conduft,  and  their* 
progrefs  in  that  courfe.    To  walk  in  darknefs,  is  to 
live  in  ignorance,  fin,  and  mifery ;  and  to  walk  in 
the  light,  is  to  pra&ife  truth,  holinefs,  and  righteouf- 
nefs.     The  import  of  the  friendly  invitation  before 
us,  feems  to  be  fhortly  this :  O  houfe  of  Jacob,  come, 
let  us  ftudy  a  growing  acquaintance  with  the  word 
of  God,  folicitous  to  poffefs  the  knowledge  it  imparts, 
to  enjoy  the  direction  it  affords,  and  the  confolation 
it  never  fails  to  adminifter,  when  accompanied  with 

the  powerful  bleffing  of  its  divine  Author. After 

this  inftruftive  example,  let  us  animate  each  other  to 
the  practice  of  duty,  exhorting  one  another ;  and  fo 
much  the  more,  as  ye  fee  the  awful  day  approaching, 
which  will  refemble  that  foretold  in  the  following 
part  of  this  chapter.  From  mutual  love  and  com- 
panion, in  obedience  to  the  will  of  God,  let  us  en- 
courage each  other  to  make  progrefc  in  the  good 
Vays  of  the  Lord,  by  thofe  intcreiting  considerations 

*  Jqb  xxxiii.  27*  28.  •  f  PfaL  cxix.  105. 

T  luggcftcd 


148  LECTURES  ok  the        Chap*  EL 

fuggefted  in  fcripture,  which  are  admirably  adapted 
through  the  divine  bleffing,  to  promote  this  valuable 
purpofe* 

6  1F  Therefore  thou  haft  foxfaken  thy  people 
the  houfe  of  Jacob,  becaufe  they  be  replenifhed 
from  the  eaft,  and  are  foothfayers  like  the  Phi- 
liftines,  and  they  pleafe  themfelves  in  the  chil- 
dren of  ftrangers. 

-  The  prophet  here  enters  on  a  new  fubjeft,  in  which 
he  gives  an  affe&ing  description  of  the  ftate  of  the 
Jewifli  nation  at  the  time  this  prophecy  was  delivered* 
He  addreffes  himfelf  to  God  in  the  form  of  complaint* ' 
bewailing  the  lamentable  condition  of  thofe  whom  he 
had  forfaken,  and  pointing  out  the  caufes  which  had 
contributed  to  redvlce  them  to  fuch  calamitous  cir- 
cumftances.  Among  thefe*  were,  their  introdu&ioa 
«>f  foreign  cuftoms,  their  pride,  their  love  of  worldly 
grandeur,  their  idolatry,  and  worfhip  of  ftrange  gods* 
mentioned  in  this,  and  the  three  following  verfes. 

The  houfe  of  Jacob  is  here  honoured  with  the 
character  of  the  people  of  God*  It  juftly  belonged 
to  them,  not  only  as  he  created  and  formed  them  in- 
to a  people,  and  governed  them  in  right  of  his  uni- 
verfal  dominion  ;  but  they  were  his  in  a  fpecial  man* 
ner,  in  confequence  of  his  choofmg  them  for  his  pecu- 
liar people,  his  redeeming  them  with  a  ftrong  hand 
and  ftretched-out  arm,  his  entering  into  covenant 
with  them  ;  fo  that  they  became  his  property*  were 
called  by  his  name,  and  profefledly  devoted  to  his 
fervice.— — Notwithftanding  this  intimate  connection* 
God  had  forfaken  them.  He  took  off  the  reftraininjr 
influence  of  his  providence,  whereby  he  prevented 
their  enemies  from  executing  their  deftru&ion :  he 
removed  the  hedge  of  his  kind  protection,  -  by  which 
they  enjoyed  the  mod  agreeable  fafety.  He  with-held 
from  them  his  gracious  dire&ion,  which  had  attended 
them  in  all  their  fortunes  :  they  faw  not  their  figns  ; 

there 
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there  was  no  more  any  prophet,  neither  was  there 
among  them  any  that  knew  how  long.  The  .Mo ft 
High  hid  counfel  from  them,  to  that  they  groped  at 
noon-day.  He  withdrew  from  them  his  divine  favour, 
which  had  lone  compared  them  as  a  fhield :  he  denied 
them  his  gracious  prefence,  and  Holy  Spirit,  which 
was  the  beauty  and  glory  of  their  affemblies,  having 
in  referve  for  them  the  mod  awful  temporal  calami- 
ties. This  defection  is  fpoken  of  as  having  already 
taken  place,  which,  in  the  Hebrew  ftyle,  denotes, 
that  it  fliould  certainly  foon  happen,  and  therefore 
might  be  confidercd  as  already  having  taken  effeft.— • 
Hath  Odd  then  caft  away  his  people  ?  God  forbid ! 
God  hath  not  caft  away  his  people  whom  he  fore- 
knew. When  offended  with  their  multiplied  and  ag- 
gravated tranfgrelEons,  he  feverely  chaftifes,  and 
grievoufly  affiiSs  them,  fo  that  he  may  feem  to  for- 
fake  them ;  but,  according  to  his  own  aflfurance,  he 
will  not  altogether  caft  them  out  of  his  fight,  nor 
finally  rejeft  them :  c  The  Lord  will  not  caft  off  his 
'  people,  neither  will  he  forfake  his  inheritance  V 

Becaufe  they  he  replenijhed  from  the  eajh>  and  are 
fottbfajers  like  the  Phili/lines,  and  they  fkafe  tbemjebuet 
in  the  children  of Jit angers.  This  fentence,  as  Dr. 
Lowth  obferves,  is  manifeftly  impeded :  he  thinks 
the  true  reading  is,  "  They  are  filled  with  divination 
"  from  the  eaft."  The  Gentile  nations,  prompted 
by  a  curiofity  natural  to  mankind,  were  extremely 
fond  of  acquiring  the  knowledge  of  fecret  and  future 
events.  For  this  purpofe  they  had  among  them  per- 
fons  who  were  called  diviners,  magicians,  forcerers, 
all  of  whom,  it  feems,  had  the  name  of  foothfayers. 
Thefe  pretended  to  difcover  things  fecret,  and  to 
foretel  things  future,  by  contemplating  the  heavens, 
by  looking  at  the  planets,  by  obfervine  the  flight  of 
birds,  by  examining  the  entrails  of  bealts,by  confut- 
ing with  familiar  fpirits,  and  various  other  cererno- 

*  flat.  xciv.  14. 
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nies.  The  nations  which  dwelt  to  the  eaftward  of 
Canaan,  and  efpecially  the  Philiftines,  were  remark- 
ably addided  to  this  hurtful  fcience.  Hence  we  read, 
c  That  when  the  ark  of  the  Lord  was  in  the  country 
c  of  the  Philiftines,  they  called  for  the  priefts  and 
4  diviners,  faying,  What  (hall  we  do  to  the  ark  of 
c  the  Lord  ?  tell  us  wherewith  we  (hall  fend  it  to  his 
c  Nplace  V  The  curious  arts  ufed  by  thefe  clafles  of 
men,  were  ftri&ly  prohibited  by  the  law  of  God,  un- 
der the  fevered  penalties ;  and  that  the  Ifraelites 
might  have  no  excufe  for  complying  with  this  de- 
teftable  fuperftition,  God  affured  them  of  the  conti- 
nuance of  the  fpirit  of  prophecy  amc.ig  them.  Not- 
withftanding,  fo  very  corrupt  had  that  people  become, 
that  they  had  adopted  the  wicked  practices,  and  for- 
bidden cufloms  of  the  Heathen  nations  around  them, 
and  particularly  the  necromancy  and  magic  pra&ifed 
by  the  Philiftines ;  and  at  the  time  this  prophecy  was 
delivered  (probably  in  the  reign  of  U^ziah),  they 
were  greatly  addi&ed  to  foothfaymg.— — Befides,  they 
abounded  with  the  children  of  ftrangers,  with  whom 
they  were  highly  pleafed.  They  had  joined  them- 
felves  in  marriage  to  ftrangers,  from  whom  there 
arofe  among  them  a  fpurious  breed  of  children,  who 
could  not  properly  be  called  the  ftock  of  IfraeL  This 
was  another  forbidden  praftice  which  was  now  fre- 
quent among  them,  intimately  conne&ed  with  the 
former,  on  account  of  both  which  God  had  forfaken 
them.— —Have  not  we,  my  brethren,  like  Judah  of 
old,  introduced  among  us  not  only  thofe  evil  man* 
ners  which  are  peculiar  to  us  as  a  people  ?  but  have 
not  we  alfo  imported  from  foreign  countries  the  mod 
fcandalous  vices,  which  may  juftly  provoke  God  to  for-* 
fake  us,  as  he  forfook  the  Jewifh  nation  ?  Let  us  then 
hear,  and  fear,  and  do  no  more  prefumptuoufly.  Let 
us  earneftly  deprecate  that  wrath  to  which  we  have 
expofed  ourfelves  by  our  tranfgreflions,  and  abandon 

*  i  Sam.  vi. 
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thofe  cofrupt  pra&ices  wheffeby  we  have  provoked 
the  Lord  to  anger. 

7  Their  land  alio  is  full  of  filver  and  gold, 
neither  is  there  any  end  of  their  treafures  :  thfeir 
land  is  alfo  full  of  horfes,  neither  is  there  ~any 
end  of  their  chariots.  • 

Avarice,  truft  in  riches,  in  human  grandeur,  and 
power,  are  mentioned  as  farther  reafons  why  God 

had  forfaken  the  men  of Judah. Thefe  things  were 

done  in  direft  oppofition  to  the  command  of.  God, 
who  ordered,  That  the  king,  fet  over  Ifrael,  *  fhall 
4  not  multiply  horfes  to  himfelf— neither  fhall  he 
*  greatly  multiply  to  himfelf  filver  and  gold  V";  King 
Solomon  was  the  firft  who  notorioufly  tranfgreffed  in 
thefe  particulars :  for  we  are  told,  That  he  made  filver 
and  gold  at  Jerufalem  as  plenteous  as  (tones ;  that  he 
had  fourteen  hundred  chariots,  and  twelve  thoufand 
horfemen:  and.Uzziahfeems,in  thefe  inftances,to  have 
followed  his  bad  example.  His  mighty  men  of  valour 
had  under  their  command  an  army  of  three  hundred 
and  feven  thoufand  five  hundred,  that  made  war  with 
mighty  power  f;  and  among  thefe,  it  is  probable,  were 
a  great  number  of  horfes  and  chariots.  The  fins  here 
charged  againft  the  Jews,  confided  not  merely  in  their 
pofleffing  large  quantities  of  gold  and  filver,  and  great 
numbers  of  horfes  and  chariots,  though  even  thefe  were 
contrary  to  the  law  of  God ;  but  chiefly  in  this,  that 
they  purfued  thefe  things  with  the  gieateft  keenneis 
and  avidity ;  that  they  ufed  them  to  gratify  their  pride 
and  vanity,  and  confided  in  them  as  their  defence  and 
glory.  Though  the  God  of  their  fathers  had  gra- 
cioufly  promifed,  that  if  they  cleaved  unto  him,  and 
ferved  him,  he  would  prove  their  proteftor  and  por- 
tion, they  wickedly  departed  from  him,  as  if  he  had 
been  infufficient  for  their  felicity :  they  enlarged  their 

*  DeuL  xvii.  16,  17.  f  %  Chron.  xxvi.  13. 
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covetous  defircs  as  hell ;  and  of  their  ambition,  to 
increafe  their  treafures,  there  was  no  bounds.  Not 
only  their  kings  and  princes,  but  thofe  alfo  who 
occupied  inferior  ftations,  committed  thefe  crimes 
to  fuch  an  enormous  degree,  that,  to  ufe  the  words 
before  us,  there  was  no  end  of  them.——4  Lay 
4  not  up  then  for  yourfelves  treafures  upon  earth, 
c  where  moth  and  ruft   doth  corrupt,  and  where 

*  thieves  break  through  and  fteal.  But  lay  up  for 
€  yourfelves  treafures  in  heaven,  where  neither  moth 

*  nor  ruft  doth  corrupt,  and  where  thieves  do  not 
'  break  through  nor  fteal.  For  where  your  treafure 
c  is,  there  will  your  heart  be  alfo  V  And  whilft  we 
hear  that  in  the  land  of  Judah  horfes  and  chariots 
Were  fo  multiplied,  and  relied  upon,  that  God  was 
thereby  provoked  to  forfake  his  people,  let  us  beware 
of  their  fin  and  folly,  remember  the  name  of  the  Lord 
our  Ood,  and  ftand  upright. 

8  Their  land  alfo  is  full  of  idols :  they  wor- 
fhip  the  work  of  their  own  hands,  that  which 
their  own  fingers  have  made. 

This  verfe  defcrlbes  another  aggravated  tranfgref- 
lion,  on  account  of  which  God  fprfook  the  men  of 
Judah.— The  deteftable  crime  here  complained  of, 
is  idolatry,  which  properly  confifts  in  giving  that  ho* 
nour  and  worihip  to  the  creature,  which  is  due  to 
God  alone.  Than  this  no  pra&ice  can  be  more  un- 
Ycafonable  and  abominable.  What  can  be  more  ab- 
furd  than  that  men,  who  are  the  workmanship  of  God, 
fhould  fooliihly  imagine,  that  they  can  make  a  god  ? 
that  creatures  endued  with  fenfe  and  reafon,  fhould  ex- 
pert affiftance  from  that  which  can  neither  hear,  nor 
fee,  nor  fpeak,  nor  aS,  and  which  they  can  deftroy  at 
their  pleafure  ?  What  more  inconfiftent  than  for  people 
profeffing  to  believe  in  the  true  God,  to  fall  down,  and 

*  Matth.  vL  19,  20,  21. 
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worfhip  the  work  of  their  own  hands  ?  Though  it  does 
not  appear  from  {acred  hiftory,  that  idolatry  was  pub- 
licly encouraged  or  countenanced  in  Judah  in  the  reign 
of  Uzziah,  when  we  fuppofe  the  prophetical  difcourfe 
before  us  was  delivered,  we  are  informed,  *  That  the 
c  high  places  were  not  removed:  the  people  facrificed, 
'  and  burnt  incenfe  (till  on  the  high  places  V  The 
idols  then,  of  which  the  land  was  full,  feem  to  have 
been  houfehold-gods,  fcr  tutelar  deities,  fuchas  Rachel 
carried  with  her  when  fhe  left  her  father's  family,  and 
fuch  as  the  man  Micah  had  in  his  houfe,  which  were 
not  reckoned  inconfiftent  with  the  worfhip  of  the  one 
living  and  true  God.  Thefe  were  formed  after  dif* 
ferent  limilitudes,  of  wood,  or  (lone,  or  metal ;  and 
bang  overlaid  with  filver  and  gold,  and  placed  in 
their  houfes,  were  confidered  as  the  arbiters  of  their 
fortune,  and  the  authors  of  their  profperity;  and, 
therefore,  thofe  honours  were  paid  to  them  which  be- 
long to  God  only.  Againft  this  aggravated  fin  the 
Moil  High  hath  teftified  the  greateft  difpleafure,  in  the 
declarations  of  his  word,  and  the  difpenfations  of  his 
providence*  On  this  account,  Jeroboam,  and  his 
houfe,  were  cut  off;  Ahab,  and  his  family,  were  ex- 
tirpated ;  and  Judah  was  forfaken  of  his  God*'  * 
Let  us  then  keep  ourfelves  from  idols ;  remembering, 
that  every  creature  that  is  loved  and  ferved  more  than 
the  Creator,  occupies  the  room  he  ought  always  to 
poffefs,  and  expofes  to  his  juft  difpleafure. 

9  And  the  mean  man  boweth  down,  and  the 
great  man  humbleth  himfelf :  therefore  forgive 
them  not. 

With  fome  interpreters,  we  may  confider  what  is 
here  faid  as  connefted  with  the  preceding  verfes,  and 
farther  defcriptive  of  the  fin  of  Judah;  or,  with 
others,  as  introductory  to  the  awful  judgments  de* 

*  2  King!  xv.  4. 
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nounced  in  the  following  verfes.     In  the  firft  fenfe, 
the  words  reprefent  the  prevailing  idolatry  which  had 
infijiuated  itfelf  among  all  ranks  of  the  Ifraelitiih 
people,  high  and  low,  great  and  fmall.     The  mean 
man,  who  was  in  low  circutnftances,  and  occupied 
an  inferior  ftation,  though  he  (hould  have  reckoned 
himfelf  by  far  too  great  to  bow  down  to  a  dead  idol, 
fhamefully  degraded  the  dignity  of  his  nature,  and 
grievoufly  offended  his  Maker,  by  prcftrating  himfelf 
before  the  works  of  his  own  hands.    The  great  man 
alfo,  who  was  exalted  to  diftinguifhed  rank,  and  en- 
joyed the  moft  elevated  ftation,  difcovered  the  mean- 
nefe  of  his  fpirit,  and  the  depravity  of  his .  heart,  by 
falling  down  before  the  image  which  his  own  fingera 
had  mimed,  or  which  he  had  ordered  others  to  make 
for  him.     In  this  view,  we  behold  with  aftonilhment, 
men,  originally  made  after  the  fimilitud&  of  God, 
though  ftri&ly  prohibited,  under  the  fevered  penal- 
ties, to  bow  down  to  any  idol,  preferring  the  creature 
to  the  great  Creator,  who  hath  conne&ed  the  mod 
precious  bleffings  with  his  fervice.— — According  to 
the  latter  interpretation,  the  words  defcribe  the  terrible 
judgment  which  Almighty  God  was  about  to  inflift 
on  Judah,  oh  account  of  their  divination,  avarice, 
and  idolatry*     In  this  fenfe,  ,the  fimilar  expreffions, 
ufed  Chap.  v.  1.5.  muft .  be  underftood,  where  this 
prediction  is  repeated ;  '  And  the  mean  man  (hall  be 
4  brought  down,  and  the  mighty  man  (hall  be  hum* 
€  bled,  and  the  eyes  of  the  lofty  (hall  be  humbled/ 
In  proof  that  this  is  the  true  meaning  of  the  prophet, 
it  may  not  be  improper  to  obferve,  that  the  Hebrew 
word  tranflated  bumble^  is  not  ufed  to  fignify  fuch  a 
bowing  of  the  body  as  is  made  in  worfhipping  idols, 
but  denotes  fuch  a  humiliation  as  arifes  from  the  un- 
avoidable influence  of  external  caufes.     Taking  the 
words  in  this  fenfe,  they  contain  a  general  propofi- 
tion,  in  which  Gqd  threatens  the  idolatrous  people 
of  Judah  wfah  his  dreadful  vengeance,   until  they 
were  greatly  depreffed  by  various  calamities.     From 
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either  fenfe  of  the  expreflion,  we  learn  this  important 
leflbn,  That  when  corruption  becomes  general,  and 
pervades  all  ranks,  awful  judgments  (hall  be  of  equal 
extent  with  the  fins  which  procured  them,    ' 

Therefore  forgive  tbem  not.  I  cannot  think  that 
our  prophet  is  here  imprecating  divine  vengeance  on 
his  countrymen,  to  whom  he  was  fent  with  the  mef- 
fage  before  us,  which  might  have  induced  them  to 
conclude,  that  he  poflefled  an  uncharitable,  vindic- 
tive fpirit.  All  that  is  -meant,  I  fiippofe,  is  a  fotcmn 
ratification  of  the  juft  judgments  of  the  Almighty, 
denounced  againft:  his  impenitent,  profeffing  people, 
like  what  is  afcribed  to  bleffed  fpirits  in  heaven,  who 
are  introduced,  *  Saying,  We  give  thee  thanks,  Q, 
1  Lord  God  Almighty,  which  art,  and  waft,  and  art 
4  to  come ;  becaufe  thou  haft  taken  to  thee  thy  great 
1  power,  and  haft  rergned.  And'  the  nations  werer 
(  angry,  and  thy  wrath  is  come,  and  the  time  of  the 
'  dead  that  they  fhould  be  judged,:  and  that  thoii< 
1  ihouldft  give  reward  unto  thy  fervants  the  prophets, 
'  and  to  the  faints,  and  them  that  fear  thy  name, 
'  fmall  and  great,  and  fhouidfk  deftroy  thertf/which 
1  deftroy  the  earth V  Or* we  may  get  rid  of  the 
difficulty  in  the  expreflion,  by  changing  the  impe-* 
rative  for  the  future  tenfe,  whi<^i  the  Hfebtbw  lan-» 
guage  juftlv  admits ;  and  read,  inftcad  of  forgive' 
tbem  not j  Therefore  thou  (O  Lord)  wilt  not  for- 
give them.  This  paflage  hath  no  more  difficulty  *1n  it 
than  the  other  predictions  of  divine  vehgerance  ill 
the  facred  writings,  intended  to  warn  and  alarm  fin* 
ners,  to  lead  them  to  repentance,  and  induce  them  to' 
flee  from  the  wrath  to  come.  The  import 'thai  of 
thu  fhort  addrefs  to  God  will  be,  Becaufe  the  men  of 
Judah  have  grievoufly  tranfgreffed  againft  thec,  ami 
obftinately  perfifted  in  their  fins,  thoU  wilt  not  par-» 
don  their  iniquities,  nor  remit  the  punifhment  which 
Uiey  have  richly  deferved }  but  wilt  give  them  to  ex- 

*  Rev.  *ki7^T8, 
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perisnce  what  an  evil  thing,  and  bitter,  it  is,  that 
they  have  forfaken  the  Lord  their  God.  As  Mr, 
Henry  juftly  obferves,  This  prediction  refers  not  to 
particular  performs,  many  of  whom  repented,  and  were 
pardoned,  but  to  the  body  of  the  nation,  againft  whom 
an  irreverfible  doom  was  paffed.—— Let  us  then  care* 
fully  fhun  thofe  aggravated  fins,  which  certainly  ex«. 
pofe  to  the  awful  judgments  of  heaven,  and  provoke 
God  to  execute  that  dreadful  vengeance,  which  even 
his  great  njercy  will  got  avert, 

IQ  %  Enter  into- the  rock,  and  hide  thee  in  the 
duft,  for  fear  of  the  Lord,  and  for  the  glory 
of  his  majefty. 

In  this  verfe  the  prophet  gives  good  counfel  to  thofe 
who  were  guilty  of  the  fins  he  had  mentioned.—— 
As  the  people,  ;to  whom  this  advice  was  delivered , 
could  not  have  complied  with  it  in  its  ftri&eft  fenfe, 
it  is  neceffary  to*  understand  it  not  in  the  literal,  but 
in  the  figurative  andfpiriturl  fignification ;  which  re- 
quires to  be  carefully  inveftigated,  that  we  may  dis- 
cern its  true  meaning.  There  feems  to  be  an  obvious 
reference  to  two  jnemorable  tra&fa&ions,  the  one  re- 
corded in  the  hiftory  of  Mofes,  and  the  other  in  that 
of  Elijah,  when  the  Lord  God  was .  about  to  afford 
thefe  eminent  men  awful  difplays  of  his  divine  glory, 
and  terrible  majefty.  '  Behold  (faid  the  Lord  to  his 
c  fervant  Mofesj,'  there  is  a  place  by  me,  and  thou 
'  fhajt  ftand  upon  a  rock.  And  it  fhall  come  to  pafs, 
*  while  my  glory  paffeth  by,  that  I  will,  put  thee  in  a 
'  clift  of  the  rock ;  and  will  cover  thee  with  my  hand 
c  while  I  paf$  by*.'  That  part  of  the  hiftory  of 
Elijah  to  which  I  refer,  you  will  find  in  x  Kings  xix.  1 1 . 
and  following  verfes.  In  allufion  to  thefe  great  events, 
Ifaiah  direfts  his  countrymen  to  enter  into  the  rock, 
and  to  hide  them  in  the  duft.    The  rock  in  Horefa, 

*  JSxod.  xutii.  £t,  12. 
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on  which  Mofes  flood,  and  from  which  he  'brought 
water  for  the  Ifraelites,  we  are  allured,  by  an  infpired 
writer,  was  a  remarkable  type  of  Jefus  Chrift.  Like  ' 
the  rock,  he  was  without  external  form  or  comelu 
nefs ;  of  diftinguiihed  eminence,  being  higher-  than 
the  kings  of  the  earth,  tod  the  angels  in  heaven ;  of 
immoveable  liability,  for  the  fupport  of  his  people ; 
and  affording  the  mod  agreeable  ftielter  and  fefety 
from  the  wrath  and  judgments  of  God.  This  is  the 
fpiritual  rock  into  which  our  prophet  invites  the  houfe 
of  Jacob  to  enter,  and  to  have  immediate  recourfe, 
that  therein  they  might  find  refuge  from  approaching 
calamities,  and  a  ihelter  from  the  temped  of  divine 
wrath*  Nor  can  we  fuppofe  this  fenfe  of  the  direc- 
tion before  us  could  appear  furprifing  or  ftrange,  to 
a  people  who  were  taught  frequently  to  celebrate  the 
praifes  of  Jehovah  in  the  following  language :  '  The 

*  Lord  is  my  rock,  and  my  fortrefs,  and  my  deliverer: 

*  my  God,  my  ftrength,  in  whom  I  will  truft,  my 

*  buckler,  and  the  horn  of  my  falvation,  and  my  high 

*  tower*/ 

Hide  tbee  in  the  duft*  Duft,  you  know,  in  the 
proper  fenfe  of  the  word,  is  light,  fmall,  cfumbled 
earth.  In  times  of  deep  humiliation,  to  fignify  their 
penitence  and  forrow,  the  Jews  were  accuftomed  to 
fprinkle  it  upon  their  heads*  or  to  lie  down  in  the  duft 
itfelf,  of  which  many  inftances  occur  in  fcripture* 
When  Ifrael  turned  their  backs  before  their  enemies, 
Joflma,  and  the  elders  of  Ifrael,  put  duft  on  their  heads  f . 
After  upright  Job  had  heard  and  feen  much  of  the 
glory  of  God,  he  repented  in  duft  and  afhes  J :  he 
either  threw  himfelf  down  in  the  duft,  or  caft  the 
duft  and  afhes  upon  his  head,  which  was  confidered 
as  a  proper  expredion  of  deep  and  folemn  repentance. 
Various  were  the  fymbols  anciently  ufed  by  the  peni- 
tents, who  mourned  for  their  fins :  they  laid  afide  the 
ornaments  of  drefs  j  they  put  on  fackcloth j   they 

#  Pfal.  xviix.  2.  \  Jo(h.  yu,  6.  %  Job  xlii.  6. 
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rent  their. garments ;  they  bow£d  down  the  head  like 
i  bulrufh ;  they  fmote  upon  the  thigh,  and  upon  the 

*  breaft ;  they  fat  or  hid  themfelves  in  thedufL  When 
God,  therefore,  calls  his  people  to  hide  themfelves  in 
the  duft*  he  invites  them  to  the  exercife  of  true  repent* 
ance,  of  which  tjiis  humiliating  pollute  exhibited  a 
proper  emblem ;  and  in  this  manner  they  were  to  dif* 
cover  the  reality  and  pungency  of  their  forrow  for  fin, 
and  their  If  ear  of  God's  righteous  judgments.  Per* 
fons  hide  themfelves,  when  they  are  afraid  to  appear 
openly  orr  account  of  their  mifcondud,  or  when  they 
are  anxioua  to  enjoy  fafety  from  threatened  dangers* 
The  advice*  then,  under  confideration,  ferved  to  re- 
mind the '  people  of  Judah  of  their  fin  and  danger, 
and  the  abfolute  neceffity  of  thorough  repentance,  ac- 
companied with  fuitable  proofs  of  its  truth  and  power, 
would  they  efcape  the  divine  vengeance*— »— — Thefe 
are,  indeed,-  the  bed  advices  that  can  poifibly  be 
given  to.  finners,  of  every  defcription ;  nothing  being 
more  necefiary  to  our  iafety  and  happinefs,  than 
fleeing  to  Jefus  Chrift,  the  rock  of  defence,  and  co- 
vert from  the'ftorm ;  and  no  exercife  more  becoming, 
thaa  prdttratmg  ourfelvesr  before  God,  in  deep  humi- 
liation and  felf-abafemem,  bn  account  of  all  our  abor 
mi  nations.  To  the  immediate,  faithful  performance 
of  thefe  important  duties  you  are  now  earneftly  in- 
vited, by  him  who  calls  the  things  that  are  not  as 
though  they  .were :  '  Come  unto  me,  all  ye  that  la- 

,  *  bour,  and  are  heavy  laden,  and  I  will  give  yon 

*  fefoV    *  In  returning,  and  reft,  fhall  ye  be  faved-' 
For  fear  rf  tkii  Lord,  and  the  glory. of  bis  majeftj. 

What  is  here  fuggefted,  is  intended  to  enforce  the 
practice  of  the  preceding  advices.  '  Behold,  God  u 
4  great,  and  we  know  him  not.-— With  God  is  ter- 
'*  rible  raajefty.  The  Almighty  we  cannot  find  him 
'  out :  he  is  excellent  in  power,  and  in  judgment, 

*  and  in  plenty  of  juftice. — Men  do  therefore  fear  be- 

4  •  MattL  xi.  .28.  .    ' 
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*  fore  him  V  Such  was  the  Tubfime  language  of 
Elihu,  when  {peaking  of  the  eternal  God.  The 
Lord,  and  the  glory  of  his  majeftyy  are  the  proper 
obje&s  of  dread  and  reverence.  The  word  tranflated 
majtfiy^  is  derived  from  one  that  fignifies  to  acknow- 
ledge or  celebrate :  hence  it  is  ufed  to  exprefs  majefty* 
greatnefs,-  or  excellency,  which  require  to  be  fuitabiy 
acknowledged.  The  majefty  of  God  comprehends  all 
that  is  worthy  to  be  honoured,  extolled,  and  praifed, 
by  angels  and  men.  Majefty  originally  belongs  to 
God,  and  all  the  greatnefs  of  earthly  potentates  and 
princes  are  only  ftreams  flowing  from  that  fountain* 
The  glory  of  divine  majefty  confifts  in  its  high  pre* 
eminence,  and  diftinguiflied  excellence,  which  infi* 
nitely  furpaffes  every  other  grandeur,  and  is  confpi* 
cuous  in  all  the  perfections  of  God,  '  There  is  a  glo- 
rious majefty  in  the  wifdom*  power,  and  juftice  of 
Jehovah;  yea,  in  his  goodnefs,  love,  and  faithful- 
nefc :  indeed,  his  word,  his  works,  and  particularly 
his  judgments,  are  truly  majeftic  and  awful ;  for  he 
is  terrible  in  his  doings  to  the  children  of  men,  and 
terrible  even  to  the  kings  of  the  earth.— ——This  glo* 
nous  majefty  of  Jehovah,  which  is  moft  dreadful  and 
tremendous,  all  men,  and  efpecially  notorious  fin* 
ners,  ought  to  fear.  The  fear  of  the  Lord  here 
meant,  is  that  holy,  reverential  awe  of  the  Moil 
High,  which  ought  at  all  times  to  poffefs  our  minds, 
and  regulate  our  conduft,  in  every  circumftance, 
under  the  various  difpenfations  of  providence.  Of 
this  a  (Inking  inftance  is  exhibited,  in  the  man  ac- 
cording to  God's  own  heart,  who  acknowledges, 
1  My  flefh  trembleth  for  fear  of  thee,  and  I  am  afraid 
c  of  thy  judgments  f .'  This  becoming  difpofition, 
exercifed  under  awful  difplays  of  divine  glory,  in  the 
execution  of  righteous  judgments,  excites  to  fglicitude 
for  fcfety  from  deferred  calamities,  and  difpofes  care- 
fully to  avoid  whatever  is  ofFenfive  to  God,  and  ex- 

*  Sec  Job  xxxyi.  xxxtu.  +  Pfal.  cxix.  120.  . 
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poles  to  his  dread  difpieafura  Senfible  we  are  guilty 
creatures,  juftly  meriting  punifhment,  it  awakens  hu* 
mility  and  gratitude,  it  renders  importunate  in  prayer, 
and  makes  cautious  and  ciccumfpe&  in  condufit.  Con-* 
vinced  that,  if  we  retain  our  pride,  indulge  in  cove- 
toufnefs,  luxury,  profanity,  and  other  iniquities, 
our  judgments  (hall  be  increafed,  and  our  calamities 
multiplied,  let  us  learn  to  fear  the  glorious  majefty  of 
God,  to  (land  in  awe,  and  not  to  fin. 

1 1  The  lofty  looks  of  man  (hall  be  humbled, 
and  the  haughtifiefs  of  men  (hall  be  bowed 
down,  and  the  Lord  alone  {hall  be  exalted  in 
that  day.  '      ' 

The  prophet  here  fbfetels  the  certain  cffe£ta  of  the* 
dreadful  judgments  which  God  would  afiuredly  in* 
flift  upon  proud,  incorrigible  finners,  of  every  de- 
fcription.  Thefe  he  again  repeats,  at  the  1 7th  verfe, 
in  almoft  the  fame  words ;  fo  that  when  we  have  ex* 
plained  the  verfe  before  us,  we  (hall  have  alfo  ilhif* 
trated  the  other.—— Pride  and  haughtmefs  commonly 
exprefleth  itfelf  by  lofty  looks,  and  feldom  fails  to 
difcover  its  influence-in  the  countenance.  It  confifU 
eth  in  entertaining*  a  high  opinion  of  out  real  or  fup- 
pofed  excellencies,  in  fetting  up  ourfelves  in  oppofi* 
tion  to  the  authority  of  God,  in  flighting  his  mercies 
by  ingratitude,  in  fubmitting  to  his  difpenfations  with 
relu&ance,  in  'defpifing  others,  whilft  we  transfer  to 
ourfelves  the  honour  of  all  we  enjoy,  and  make  our 
own  pleafure  and  profit  the  chief  objefts  of  purfuit* 
It  is  difcovered  by  affecting  a  pretended  fuperiority 
above  others  at  their  expence,  inftead  of  efteeming 
them  better  than  ourfelves,  and  allowing  them  to 
praife  us,  and  not  our  own  mouths:  it  renders  us 
partial  in  our  own  favours ;  and  difpofes  to  vain 
boalling,  vain  glory,  ambition,  and  felfcconceit.  In* 
deed  pride  is  fuch  a  radical,  comprehenfive  evil,  that 
it  will  hardly  fubmit  to  the  limits  of  a  definition. 

Aihamed 
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Afhamed  of  itfelf,  on  fome  pretence  or  -other,  it  al- 
ways, afiumcs  the  xnaik  of  humility.  If  it  hkrto  the 
trumpet,  it  is  that  the  poor  may  be  relieved;  if  it 
put  on  gay  attire,  it  is  only  for  the  fake  of  fafhion ; 
if  it  cenfure  others,  the  fubjeft  is  introduced  by  com- 
mendations ;  if  it  aim  at  higher-  ftation,  it  is  under 
pretence  that  God,  or  men,  may  beferved;  and" 
when  it  enters  fociety,  it  aflumes.  a  fupercilions  beha* 
viotpr,  and  difcovers  an  eager  anxiety  to  obtain  ap- 
plaufe,  whilft  it  often  artfully  returns  the  commenda- 
tions received,  that  they  may  be  got  with  the  greater 
advantage  when  they  rebound,  Thus,  under  the  vail 
of  humility,  pride  endeavours  to  impofe  upon  God, 
and  to  deceive  men;  and . therefore;  it  is  declared, 
that  it 

Shall  fre  bumbled,  and  bowed  down.    How  fhort- 
lived,  how  unreafonable,  how  mifchlevous  a  thing  is 
pride !  Deftitute  of  all  foundation,  it-aims  to  fupport 
kfelf  upon  nothing.     High  birth,  large  eftate,  im- 
menfe  riches,  cxtenfive  knowledge,  the  mod  diftin* 
guiihed  gifts,  and  elevated  ftfetion,  cannot  vindicate 
its  high  pretenfions,  or  gratify  its  vaft  demands ;  and 
therefore  it  is  maintained  by  an  imaginary  greatnefs 
3nd  importance.  Nor.  is  it  lefs  mifchievous  than  uncca* 
fonable.     It  hath  proved  the  ruin  of  mankind ;  it 
hath  divided  the  church ;  it  hath  feparated  intimate 
friends ;  it  hath  bred  contention  in  fuperiors ;  it  hath 
fown  difcord  among  brethren,  and  excited  the  con- 
tempt  of  inferiors.    Now,  as  Solomon  long  ago  ob- 
served, c  A  man's  pride  (hall  bring  him  low  V    God 
fcattereth  the  proud  in  the  imagination  of  their  heart: 
they  dream  of  an  imaginary  greatnefs,  the  aggran- 
dizement of  their  families,  the  increafe  of  their  for* 
tunes,  the  extent  of  their  reputation,  and  the  glory  of 
their  achievements.     Walking  in  this  vain  fhew,  he, 
to  whom  a  proud  heart,  and  even  a  high  look,  are  an 
abomination,  '  beholds  every  one  that  is  proud,  and 

*  Prov.  xxix.  23. 
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'  abafes  Him-:  he  looks  upon  every  one  that  is  lofty, 

*  and  brings  him.  low.'  He  refifteth  the  proud.  The 
word  denotes,  he  fets  himfelf  as  in  battle-array  againfc 
them,  and  fends  forth  his  wrath  among  them:  he 
treads  down  the  wicked  in  their  place ;  he  hides  them 
in  the  dud  together ;  and,  thus  executing  the  judg- 
ment here  foretold,  he  declares  himfelf  to  be  the  Al- 
mighty God,  to  whom,  vengeance  belongeth.— Be- 
ware then  of  pride  and  haughtinefs,  which  commonly 
go  before  a  fall,  and  expofe  to  moft  awful  judgments', 
many  inftru£tive  inftances  of  which  are  recorded  in 
jfcripture.  When  the  heart  of  Nebuchadnezzar,  king 
of  Babylon,  was  Hfted  up,  he  was  depofed  from  his* 
kingdom:  when  Pharaoh,  kins  of  Egypt,  was  hard* 
ened  in  pride,  it  proved  his  deftru&ion,  and  that  of 
his  mighty  hoft:  when  Herod,  the  king,  was  elated  by 
vain  applaufe,  he  was  cat  off  by  a  (hocking  calamity : 
the  king  of  Tyre,  whofe  heart  was  lifted  up,  was  caft 
to  the'ground  j  and  on  account  of  the  pride  and  lofty 
looks  of  the  men  of  Judah,  they  wert  brought  low. 
Let  us  then  hear,  and  fear,  and  do  no  more  pre* 
fnmptuoufly,' 

And  the  Lard  akne.fball  be  exalted  in  that  day. 
"The  word  tranflated  exalt,  fignifies  to  elevate  to  an 
inacceffible  height,  and  fo  to  eftablifh  in  an  exalted 
ftate,  as  that  no  power  whatever  can  moleft  or  bring 
low.  It  is  therefore,  whh  peculiar  propriety,  applied' 
to  exprefe  the  high  exaltation  of  Jehovah*  The  glo- 
rious difplays  which  are  giyen  of  the  perfections  of 
God,  in  Abating  the  proud,  (hall  make  them  know, 
that,  wherein  they  deal  proudly,  Jehovah  is  far  above 
them;  and  {hall  excite  men,  of  every  defcription, 
highly  to  extol  the  name,  the  glory,*  and  the  works' 
of  the  Almighty.  Indeed,  there  is  not  any  work  of 
God  which  tends  more  to  his  honour  and  exaltation, 
than  humbling  the  proud,  and  exalting  the  lowly ; 
and  in  this  he  feems  to  take  peculiar  pleafure.  Hence 
our  bleffed  Saviour's  maxim,  c  Whofoever  exalteth 

*  himfelf,  ihall  be  abafed;   and  he  that  humbleth 
;    '  .  '  '  *  himfelf, 
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*  himfelf,  fhall  be  exalted  V  Accordingly  it  is  fore- 
told, that  when  God  doth  this,  people  (hall  magnify 
and  extol  him,  by  entertaining  elevated  apprehenfions 
of  his  infinite  majefty,  and  exercifing  fuitable  affec- 
tions toward  him,  fearing  him  who  pours  contempt 
upon  princes,  trufting  in  him  in  whom  is  everlafting 
ftrength,  and  loving  him  in  whofe  favour  there  is 
life.  They  fhall  alfo  exalt  the  Lord,  by  celebrating 
the  praifes  of  his  divine  excellencies  with  gratitude 
and  joy,  and  by  fuch  a  condud  as  may  give  the  mod: 
fenfible  and  lively  reprefentation  of  God  ;  beginning, 
carrying  on,  and  ending  all  their  bufineffes  in  him  ; 
making  his  love  the  principle,  his  law  the  rule, 
and  his  glory  the  end  of  all  their  a&ions.  The 
feafon  marked  out  for  the  accomplishment  of  this 
event,  is  that  day,  wherein  Jehovah,  by  terrible  judg- 
ments, (hall  bring  down  the  pride  of  haughty  men, 
and  every  high  thing  that  exalteth  itfelf  againft  the 
knowledge  of  God.  ■  ■  ■  ■     4  Be  thou  exalted,  O  God, 

*  above  the  heavens:   and  thy  glory  above  all  the 
c  earth;  that  thy  beloved  may  be  delivered:  fave 

*  with  thy  right  hand,  and  anfwer  me  f . 

4 

1 2  Tot  the  day  of  the  Lord  of  hofts  Jhall  be 
upon   every  one  that  is  proud  and  lofty,  and 
upon  every  one  that  is  lifted  up,  and  he  fhall  be 
•brought  low.. 

In  this,  and  the  four  following  verfes,  the  awful 
judgments  threatened  in  the  preceding  verfe,  are 
more  clearly  explained,  with  refpeft  to  the  objefts  on 
whom  they  were  to  be  inflifted.— The  day  of  the 
Lord  of  hofts  denotes,  that  folemn  feafon  wherein  he 
would  appear  in  terrible  majefty,  effectually  humbling 
the  pride  of  haughty  finners.  The  time  fixed  for  this 
purpofe  is  called  a  day,  becaufe  God  was  then  to  be 
glorioufly  exalted,  his  power  and  righteoufnefs  confpi. 

*  Luke  xiv.  ix.  f  Pfal.  cviii;  5,  6. 
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cuoufly  difplayed,  his  juftice  in  infliding  predifted 
calamities  acknowledged,  which  was  to  be  followed 
by  the  difmal  darknefs  of  night.   Such  a  feafon  is  em- 
phatically defcribed  in,  fcripture,  as  the  day  of  the 
Lord's  anger*,*  a  day  of  calamity  and  vifitationf, 
and  the  day  of  the  Lord's  vengeance  J.     To  render 
the  defcription  more  terrible,  it  is  faid  to  be  the  day 
of  the  Lord  of  hofts.     All  the  creatures  in  the  uni- 
verfe  are  the  hofts  or  armies  of  Jehovah  :  angels,  who 
excel  in  ftrength ;  the  fun,  the  moon,  and  the  ftars  ; 
the  thunder,  and  the  lightning  ;  the  wind,  the  hail* 
and  the  rain ;  the  ftorm,  and  the  temped  ;  the  mofl 
infignificant  infe&s,  fuch  as  the  flies,  and  the  cater-* 
pillars  \  yea,  the  fand  of  the  fea,  and  the  duft  of  the 
earth.    Thefe  are  the  mighty  hofts  of  God  :  they  are 
fubjeft  to  his  command  :  they  exa&ly  obey  his  or* 
ders,  and  execute  his  pleafure.   Earthly  princes  have 
their  armies,  to  protedl  their  perfons,  to  defend  their 
fubje&s,   to  fecure  their  dominions ;  they  have  to 
aflift  their  allies,  and  to  eftablifli  their  authority ;  fo 
that  all  their  power  is  derived  from  others.   Whereas 
the  Lord  of  hofts  is  perfe&ly  independent  of  all  his 
armies,  who  derive  all  their  power  from  him ;  and 
though  he  is  pleafed  to  employ  them  to  effe&uate  his 
t  purpofes,   he  is  their  ftrength,   and   their  defence. 
How  dreadful  then,  beyond  defcription,  muft  be  the 
day  of  the  Lord  of  hofts,  whofe  armies,  and  inftru-' 
ments  of  deftru&ion,  are  as  numerous  as  the  angels 
of  God,  the  ftars  of  heaven,  the  men  in  the  world, 
the  beafts  of  the  field,  the  fowls  of  the  air,  and  the  . 
fand  of  the  fea !  This  is  the  day  here  foretold,  which 

Shall  be  upon  every  one  that  is  proud  and  lofty,  and 
upon  every  one  that  is  lifted  up,  and  he  jhall  be  brought 
low.  It  is  not  faid,  that  the  day  of  the  Lord  (hall  be 
upon  the  mean,  the  poor,  and  the  weak,  but  upon 
every  one  that  is  lifted  up,  from  whatever  caufe  his 
elevation  may  proceed.     Is  it  perfonal  ftrength,  vi- 

*  Lam.  ii.  22.     •        f  Jcr-  ^W-  21.  '  $  Jcr.  xlvi.  10. 

gour, 


Ver.1*.     PROPHECIES  of  ISAIAH.  1,65 

gour,  and  firmnefs  of  conftitution,  with  which  he  is 
elated  ?  Though  he  be  among  the  fons  of  the  mighty, 
ftrong  as  the  children  of  Anak,  the  weaknefs  of  God 
is  ftronger  than  men ;  before  the  Almighty,  he  is 
only  as  a  grafshopper,  and  is  eafily  crufhed  as  the 
moth.  Is  it  courage  and  fortitude,  which  hath  ren- 
dered him  valiant,  and  made  his  heart  as  the  heart  of 
a  lion  ?  He  who  faith  to  them  that  are  of  a  fearful 
heart,  be  ftrong,  can  quickly  deprive  him  of  his  cou- 
rage, and  render  him  timorous  and  faint-hearted,  fo 
as  to  tremble  at  the  fhaking  of  a  leaf.  Is  it  riches 
and  wealth,  which  are  reckoned  a  ftrong  tower,  a  de- 
fence, and  the  finews  of  ftrength  ?  The  day  of  the 
Lord  (hall  blow  upon  them,  and  they  (hall  pais  away 
as  the  flower  of  the  field,  or  an  eagle  flying  toward 
heaven.  Is  it  honour  and  renown,  that  hath  lift  him 
up  to  the  pinnacle  of  earthly  glory  ?  God,  who  over- 
throweth  the  mighty,  fhall  bring  down  all  that  dig- 
nity, on  account  of  which  he  highly  valued  himfelf, 
and  reduce  him  to  the  moft  humiliating  condition.-— 
Hiftory,  facred  and  profane,  confirms  the  truth  of 
this  prediction,  which  hath  been  verified  in  number- 
lefs  inftances.  Zedekiah,  king  of  Judah,  deprived 
of  his  royal  dignity,  of  his  fons,  who  were  flain  be- 
fore his  eyes,  and  then  of  his  eye-fight,  was  bound  in 
fetters  of  brafs,  and  carried  to  Babylon.  Bajazet, 
the  emperor  of  Turkey,  was  bound  with  fetters  of 
gold,  by  the  vi&orious  Tamerlane,  and  carried  along 
with  him  in  his  march  through  Afia,'  in  an  iron  cage, 
as  an  objeS  of  ridicule.  Henry  V.  emperor  of  Ger- 
many, was  reduced  to  fuch  poverty,  that  he  went  to 
the  great  church  which  he  himfelf  had  builj:  at  Spires, 
begging  the  place  of  a  chorifter,  to  keep  him  from 
ftarving.  When  the  day  of  the  Lord  thus  brings, 
down  the  great  and  the  lofty,  let  not  mean  men,  who 
are  proud  and  haughty,  imagine  they  (hall  efcape ; 
but  remember,  that  he  who  humbleth  the  princes  of 
the  earth,  will  not  fuflfer  the  people  to  pafs  unpunifti- 
ed.        c  Let  us  then  praife,  arui  honour,  and  extol 

*  the     f 
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■ '  the  King  of  heaven,  all  wbofe  works  are  truth,  and 
'  his  ways  judgment,  and  thofe  that  walk  in  pride  he 
*  is  able  to  abafe  V 

1 3  And  upon  all  the  cedars  of  Lebanon,  that 
are  high  and  lifted  up,  and  upon  all  the  oaks  of 
Baflian. 

In  this,  and  the  three  following  verfes,  we  have  a 
ftriking  inftance  of  that  peculiar  way  of  writing,  fre- 
quently ufed  by  the  prophets,  in  which  they  exhibit 
things  divine,  fpiritual,  and  moral,  by  images  taken 
from  things  natural,  artificial,  and  hiftorical.  Cedar- 
trees  are  remarkable  for  their  great  height,  the  almoft 
incorruptibility  and  agreeable  flavour  of  their  timber : 
on  thefe,  and  other  accounts,  they  are  called  in  fcrip- 
ture,  goodly  cedars,  and  cedars  of  God.  Lebanon 
was  a  mountain  in  Canaan,  famous  for  its  beau- 
ty, height,  and  fruitfiilneis ;  and  had  its  name  pro- 
bably from  its  white  appearance,  occafioned  by  the 
white  frankincenfe  which  it  produced,  and  the  fnow 
which  continued  to  lie  long  on  its  fummit.  By  the 
cedars  of  Lebanon,  in  the  allegorical  language  of 
prophecy,  are  meant  the  kings  and  princes  of  Judah  j-, 
who  were  elevated  to  great  dignity,  who  feemed  to 
be  eftablifhed  in  perpetual  authority,  and  afforded  an 

agreeable  (hade  of  prote&ion  to  their  fubje&s.»  

The  oak-tree,  you  know,  isiefteemed  on  account  of 
the  ftrength,  the  firmnefs,  and  durablenefs  of  its 
wood,  and  the  extenfive  fpread  of  its  branches. 
Bafhan  was  a  very  fruitful  country,  fituated  beyond 
Jordan,  of  which  Og,  the  giant,  was  once  the  king ; 
and  afterward  it  became  part  of  the  inheritance  of 
the  half  tribe  of  Manaffeh.  It  was  remarkable  for 
the  fertility  of  its  foil,  the  excellence  of  its  cattle,  the 
ftatelinefs  of  its  trees,  and  the  gigantic  flature  of  its 
inhabitants.    The  oaks  of  Baflian  then,  in  a  metapho- 

*  Dan.  iv.  37.  f  See  2  Cbron.  xxv.  18. 
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rical  fenfe,  denote  the  great  and  mighty  kings,  and 
princes  of  the  higheft  rank,  who  were  efteemed  on 
account  of  their  power  and  influence. 

14  And  upon  all  the  high  mountains,  and 
upon  all  the  hills  that  art  lifted  up. 

The  land  of  Canaan,  poflefled  by  the  people  to  whom 
Ifaiah  delivered  this  prophecy,  abounded  with  moun- 
tains and  hills,  which  are  repeatedly  mentioned  in 
the  Bible;  fuch  as  Hermon,  Gilead,  Tabor,  and.o- 
thcrs.  By  the  mountains  and  hills  here  intended,  we 
may  underftand  their  inhabitants  who  poflefled  the 
higher  and  more  inacceflible  parts  of  the  country,  on 
whom  divine  judgments,  were  to  be  executed  for  their 
fins,  in  the  approaching  awful  day  of  the  Lord,  is 
well  as  on  thofe  who  inhabited  the  lower  grounds, 
which  were  more  eafily  approached.  Or  rather,  by 
the  high  mountains  and  lofty  hills,  are  intended  king- 
doms, republics,  dates,  and  cities,  which,  like  moun- 
tains, feem  to  be  immoveably  eftabliftied,  and  elevated 
above  others  in  the  enjoyment  of  the  moft  important 
advantages.  The  words,  in  their  figurative  fenfe, 
feem  capable  of  either  of  thefe  meanings ;  in  both 
which  they  are  ufed  in  other  paffages  of  fcripture. 

15  And  upon  every  high  tower,  and  upon 
every  fenced  wall. 

There  were  a  considerable  number  of  towers  in 
the  land  of  Ifrael  and  Judah.  Some  of  them  were 
built  for  the^  benefit  of  fhepherds,  when  looking  after 
their  flocks,  and  for  watchmen,  who  were  employed 
in  keeping  vineyards,  that  they  might  lodge  there, 
and  from  thence  have  an  opportunity  of  observing  the 
approach  of  danger.  Thefe  laft  are  called  the  towers 
of  the  watcjimen  •.    There  ,were  alfo  high  towers,  in- 

n  *  2  King?  xvii.  9. 
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tended  as  a  kind  of  citadels  or  fortreffes,  commonly 
built  on  high  grounds,  for  places  of  fafety  and  defence 
in  time  of  war  .and  invafion.  Of  this  fort  was  the 
tower  of  Penuel,  and  others ;  and,  in  allufion  to  the 
comfortable  retreat  enjoyed  in  thefe,  the  royal  poet  thus 
fpeaks  with  triumph,  *  God  is  my  high  tower  V  ■ 
~The  fenced  walls,  next  mentioned,  were  the  walls 
built  for  defence  around  houfes,  cities,  or  fortreffes, 
to  fecure  them  from  the  inroads  of  enemies,  and  the 
attacks  of  fraud  and  violence.  Thefe  fhould  prove 
utterly  inefficient  to  afford  fhelter  in  the  dreadful  day 
of  the  Lord,  when  diflrefs  and  calamity  was  to  be 
univerfal.  In  the  metaphorical  fenfe  of  the  expref- 
(ions,  we  may  underftand  them  as  fignifying  wife 
counfeilors,  able  ftatefmen,  and  military  officers,  who 
are  the  guardians  and  protestors  of  their  country, 

1 6  And  upon  all  the  (hips  of  Tarfhifh,  and 
upon  all  the  pleafant  pictures. 

Various  are  the  opinions  of  interpreters  refpe&ing 
Tarfhifh,  the  recital  of  which  might  rather  perplex 
than  edify  you ;  and  therefore  I  fhall  not  ftay  to  men- 
tion  them,  and  the  arguments  whereby  they  are  fup- 
ported.  Some  learned  writers  have  agreed,  that 
*  Tarfhifli  is  Tarteffus,  a  city  of  Spain,  fituated  at  the 
mouth  of  the  river  Beds.  This  place  was  once  a  mofl 
celebrated  mart,  or  trading  city,  frequented  anciently 
by  thePhenicians,who  conveyed  from  thence  filver  and 
gold,  with  which  U  then  abounded.  It  proved  one  prin- 
cipal fource  of  wealth  to  Judea,  and  the  neighbouring 
kingdoms.  As  the  inhabitants  enjoyed  a  very  exten- 
five  and  lucrative  trade,  they  muft  have  had  at  fea 
many  large  veffels,  employed  in  carrying  various  ar- 
ticles of  commerce.  In  the  allegorical  language  of 
prophecy,  works  of  art  and  invention  may  here  be 
intended ;  or  rather,  the  merchants  enriched  by  com- 

*   Pfol.  xviii.  2* 
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merce,  and  abounding  with  the  luxuries  of  life.- 


And  upon  all  plea/ant  pictures.  When  the  Lord  fpake 
unto  Mofes  in  the  plains  of  Moab,  he  commanded 
him  to  fpeak  thus  unto  the  children  of  Ifrael ;  '  Ye 
4  fhatt  drive  out  all  the  inhabitants  of  the  land  from 
4  before  you,  and  deftroy  all  their  pi&ures,  and  de- 
4  flroy  all  their  molten  images,  and  quite  pluck  down 
4  all  their  high  places  V  Notwithftanding  this  order 
from  Heaven,  they  made  themfelves  pleafant  pi&ures, 
and  images  of  various  kinds,  all  of  which  were  to 
fliare  in  the  deftru&ion  of  the  day  of  the  Lord.  In 
their  figurative  fenfe,  they  may  denote  the  beauties 
and  elegancies  which  refined  delicacy,  and  the  culti- 
vation of  the  different  arts,  had  introduced ;  or  ra- 
ther, thofe  who  were  mod  admired  as  perfons  of  tafte 
and  difcernment.— The  prophet,  having  fhewn, 
by  an  inftruSive  variety  of  figurative  expreflions, 
that  the  judgments  of  God  were  to  be  very  widely 
extended,  even  to  all  the  proud  and  haughty,  though 
they  might  appear  in  their  awn  view,  and  in  that  of 
their  admirers,  goodly  as  the  cedars  in  Lebanon, 
ftrong  as  the  oaks  of  Bafhan,  immoveable  as  the 
mountains,  impregnable  as  high  towers,  encompaffed 
with  walls  of  defence,  rich  as  the  merchant  (hips,  and 
beautiful  as  the  fined  pi&ures,  proceeds  to  declare 
what  fhould  be  the  effefts  of  the  day  of  the  Lord. — 
This  fubjeft  inftru&s  us,  that  neither  dignity  of  fta- 
tiou,  eminence  of  place,  human  policy  or  power, 
can  afford  fafety  from  divine  judgments.  Neither 
ftrength  nor  courage,  horfe  nor  bow,  forts  nor  trea- 
fures,  can  exempt  men  from  feeling  the  effefts  of 
God's  deferved  difpleafure.  Though  they  hide  them- 
felves in  Carmel,  or  in  the  bottom  of  the  fea ;  though 
they  dig  down  to  hell,  or  climb  up  to  heaven ;  though 
even  their  enemies  fliew  them  favour ;  the  Almighty 
will  find  them  out,  and  puiiifh  them  for  their  tranf- 
greffions.     *  Be  wife  now  therefore,  O  ye  kings : 

*  Numb,  xxxiii.  52. 
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*  be  inftru&cd,  yc  judges  of  the  earth.  Serve  the 
<  Lord  with  fear,  and  rejoice  with  trembling.    Kifs 

*  the  Son,  left  he  be  angry,  and  ye  perifh  from  the 
4  way,  when  his  wrath  is  kindled  but  a  little :  blef- 
4  fed  are  all  they  that  put  their  truft  in  him  V 

1 7  And  the  loftinefs  of  man  (hall  be  bowed 
down,  and  the  haughtinefs  of  men  (hall  be  made 
low:  and  the  Lord  alone  fliall  be  exalted  in 
that  day. 

By  the  repetition  of  what  was  afferted  in  the  Mth 
verfe,  the  infallible  certainty  of  divine  judgments,  and 
their  extenfive  influence,  is  inculcated  as  a  fubjett  de- 
manding mod  ferious  attention, The  day  of  the 

Lord,  to  which  thefe  predictions  feem  to  refer,  and 
in  which,  we  fuppofe,  they  received  their  accomplifh- 
ment,  was  the  remarkable  feafon  wherein  God  exe- 
cuted terrible  judgments  by  Nebuchadnezzar,  king 
of  Babylon,  on  the  Jews,  and  neighbouring  nations  ; 
which  appears,  from  the  prophetical  writings,  to  have 
been  a  time  in  which  the  mod  grievous  calamities 
were  felt.  According  to  the'  word  of  the  Lord  God 
of  Ifrael,  by  the  prophet  Jeremiah,  *  He  took  away 
4  the  voice  of  mirth,  and  the  voice  of  gladnefs,  the 

*  voice  of  the  bridegroom,  and  the  voice  of  the  bride, 
4  the  found  of  the  milftones,  and  the  light  of  the 
4  candle.     And  the  whole  land  became  a  defolation, 

*  and  an  aftonifhment  f .'  Thus  faid  the  Lord  God, 
by  the  prophet  Ezekiel,  *  Howl  ye,  wo  worth  the 
4  day.  For  the  day  is  near,  even  the  day  of  the 
4  Lord  is  near,  a  cloudy  day,  it  (hall  be  the  time  of 
4  the  heathen  J.'  And  Zephaniah,  fpeaking  of  the 
fevere  judgments  which  were  to  be  inflifted  at  the 
period  referred  to,  gives  the  following  affefting  de- 
fcription :  4  The  great  day  of  the  Lord  is  near,  it  is 
4  near,  and'hafteth  greatly,  even  the  voice  of  the 

*  Pfal.  ii.  io,  I  J.        .+  Jcr.  »▼.  jo,  ii.        J  Ezek.  xxx.  2,  3. 
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'  day  of  the  J-ord :  the  mighty  man  feall  cry  there  bit- 

*  terly.  That  day  is  a  day  of  wrath,  a  day  of  trouble 
c  and  diftrefs,  a  day  of  waftenefs  and  defoUtion,  a 
c  day  of  darknefs  and  gloominefs,  a  day  of  clouds  and 

*  thick  darknefs  *.' Then  were  Feniarkably  fulfil- 
led the  feveral  predi&ions  we  have  been  confidering ; 
the  princes  of  the  houfe  of  David,  and  many  other 
kings,  kingdoms,  and  ftates,  were  greatly  diftreffed ; 
fortified  cities  and  towns  were  difmantled ;  counsel- 
lors, military  officers,  were  greatly  humbled ;  and  the 
Jews  loft  the  independence  of  their  government. 

1 8  And  the  idols  he  fhall  utterly  abolifh. 

In  the  day  of  vengeance,  God  would  totally  extir- 
pate the  gods,  who  had  not  made  the  heaven  and  the 
earth.— The  Jews  were  to  be  fully  convinced  of* 
the  folly  and  wickednefs  of  that  idolatry,  to  which* 
through  many  ages,  they  had  been  fhamcfully  ad- 
di&ed,  notwithftanding  the  reproofs  they  had'  fre- 
quently received:  in  confequence  of  which,  they 
mould  treat  their  idols  with  the  utmoft  contempt,  ex- 
terminate them  from  their  land,  and  return  to  the 

worfhip  and  fervice  of  the  God  of  Abraham. This 

prediction  was  remarkably  verified  at  their  return 
from  captivity  at  Babylon,  when  they  efFeftually  re- 
nounced ths  fervice  of  ftrange  gods,  and  were  com- 
pletely cured  of  their  idolatrous  praftices.  Though 
fome  of  them  might  afterward  fall  into  idolatry,  yet 
the  nation,  as  a  nation,  never  returned  to  it  any 
more.-— 3enfible  that,  by  eftrangement  from  God, 
we  fhall  prove  the  instruments  of  our  own  mifery, 
and  bring  on  ourfelves  certain  definition,  let  us  flee 
from  idolatry,  and  keep  purfelves  from  idols.  Con- 
vinced that  oar  true  happinefs  confifts  in  the  favour 
of  God,  in  communion  with  him,  and  the  enjoyment 
of  his  approbation,  let  us  throw  down  thofe  idols  we 

*  Zcph.  i.  14.  15. 
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may  have  fet  up  in  our  hearts ;  faying,  tfth  a  noble 
indignation,  as  Ephraim  of  old,%  c  What  have  I  any 

*  more  to  do  with  idols #  ?' 

1 9  And  they  (hall  go  into  the  holes  of  the 
rocks,  and  into  the  caves  of  the  earth,  for  fear 
of  the  Lord,  and  for  the  glory  of  his  majefty, 
ivhen  he  arifeth  tp  fhake  terribly  the  earth. 

This  verfe  defcribes  the  terror  and  confirmation 
£  with  which  the  houfe  of  Jacob  fhould  be  feized,  when 

they  beheld  the  jnajefty  of  God  difplayed  in  the  execu- 
tion of  the  dreadful  judgments  already  mentioned. — 
The  prophet  had  directed  them  to  the  only  proper 
expedient  for  obtaining  fafety  from  approaching  dan- 
ger ;  namely,  to  enter  into  the  rock,  and  hide  them 
in  the  duft.  Fprefeeing  they  would  rejeft  his  counfel, 
he  informs  them  of  the  mean  fhifts  they  ftiould  take, 
when,  through  flavifli  fear,  they  would  feek  for  re- 
fuge where  it  was  not  to  be  found.  The  land  of 
Judea  abounded  with  mountains  and  rocks,  which 
the  inhabitants  improved  as  places'  pf  defence  in  time 
of  war  and  danger,  by  cutting  holes,  and  making  ca^ 
verns,  into  which  they  might  retire  from  their  ene- 
mies. Hence  we  read  in  the  book  of  Judge?,  *  That 
c  becaufe  of  the  Midianites  (into  whofe  hands  the 
c  Lord  delivered  them  for  feven  years),  the  children 

*  pf  Ifrael  made  them  the  dens  which  are  in  the 
€  mountains,  and  caves,  and  ftrong  holds  f  .*  And 
in  the  hiftory  of  David's  perfecution,  under  the  go- 
vernment of  Saul,  we  are  informed,  That  in  the 
wildernefs  of  Engedi  there  yras  a  cave  fo  large,  that 
David,  and  fix  hundred  men,  hid  themfelves  in  the 
fides  of  it,  whilft  Saul  entered  its  mouth  without  per- 
ceiving them  J.  To  thefe  they  had  recourfe  in  times 
of  danger,  as  we  fee,  j  Sam.  xiii,  6.  c  When  the  men 
1  of  Ifrael  faw  that  they  were  in  a  ftrait  (for  the  people 

* 

*  Hofea  xiv.  8.  f  Judges  xvi.  2.  %  x  Sam.  xxiv, 

*  were 
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c  were  didrefled),  then  the  people  did  hide  them* 
4  felves  in  caves,  and  in  thickets,  and  in  rocks,  and  in 
c  high  places,  and  in  pits/  From  all  which  we  learn, 
that  to  go  into  the  holes  of  the  rocks,  and  the  caves 
of  the  earth,  were  the  effe&s  of  consternation  and 
dread*,  anting  from  the  view  of  impending  danger, 
with  which  the  wicked,  hypocritical,  and  profane 
ihould  be  feized,  on  beholding  the  bright  difplays  of 
divine  majedy  and  confummate  righteoufnefs,  in  the 
puniftiment  of  tranfgreflbrs.  Then  fhould  they  feek 
for  fafety  in  the  molt  abjed  manner*  by  the  fame  in- 
glorious methods  they  had  tried  in  times  of  former 
public  calamity.  Such  were  the  unfuccefsful  expe- 
dients to  which  Tinners  were  to  refort,  in  the  feafon 
of  approaching  calamity. 

When  God  arifetb  to  Jhake  terribly  the  earth.  God 
who  hath  made  the  earth  by  his  power,  and  eila- 
blifhed  the  world  by  his  wifdom,  when  he  executes 
awful  judgments  upon  impenitent  tranfgreflbrs,  fome- 
times  actually  (hakes  the  earth,  and  caufes  it  to  tremble ; 
of  which  fome  remarkable  indances  are  recorded  in 
Fcripture.  Whatever  natural  caufes  are  afligned  for 
this  wonderful  phenomenon,  it  certainly  affords  a  ftu- 
pendous  difplay  of  almighty  power.  The  words  be- 
fore us,  I  apprehend,  mud  be  underdbod  in  a  figura- 
tive fenfe,  which  feems  to  be  mod  fuitatyle  to  the 
connexion  in  which  they  ftand.  By  the  earth  then 
is  meant,  empires,  kingdoms,  and  dates,  formed  by 
its  inhabitants  for  edabulhing  order  and  government, 
and  promoting  their  common  intereds.  And  the 
ihaking  of  theie  intimates,  that,  at  the  period  referred 
to,  the  nations  of  the  world  fliould  be  violently  agi- 
tated, and  terrible  commotions  excited,  by  the  threat- 
ened judgments  of  Heaven.  A  fimilar  prediction  is 
delivered  by  our  prophet,  when  foretelling  the  de- 
finition or  Babylon  by  the  Medes,  which  mud  in 
like  manner  be  interpreted ;  *  Therefore  I  will  (hake 
*  the  heavens,  and  the  earth  (hall  remove  out'of  her 
'  place  in  the  wrath  of  the  Lord  of  hods,  and  in  the 

*  day 


X 
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*  day  of  his  fierce  anger*/  As  here  foretold,  it 
iftually  c*me  to  pafs  in  the  Jewifti  nation,  and  neigh* 
bouring  kingdoms,  when  God,  by  means  of  Ne- 
buchaohezsar,  king  t)f  Babylon,  made  the  earth  as  it 
were  to  tjuake.  Such  events  may  jttftly  alarm  the 
wicked,  and  fill  them  with  confternation  and  dread ; 
whilft  the  hearts  of  the  righteous,  trufting  in  the 
.  Lord,  are  eftablHhed  ki  the  bleffed  profped  of  that 
kingdom  which  cannot  be  ftaken. 

• 

20  In  that  day  a  man  fhall  caft  his  idols  t>f 
filver,  and  "his  idols  of  gold,  which  they  made, 
each  one  for  himfelf  to  worfhip/  to  the  moles, 
and  to  the  bats. 

T*hefe.  words  farther  defcribe  the  terror  that  was  to" 
fill  the  minds  of  idolaters,  at  the  time  when  God 
Would  avenge  his  injured  majefty.  At  that  period  it 
fhould  frequently  happen,  that  a  man  addicted  to  idola- 
try, fehfible  of  his  folly  and  danger,  would  throw  away 
the  idols  he  had  honoured,  and  in  whidi  he  had 
trufted,  .with  every  fymptom  of  contfctnpt  aftd  abhor- 
rence. Like  a  perfon  once  deprived  or  reafon,  but 
liappily  reftored  to  the  right  ufe  of  it,  who  cafts  away 
the  trifles  with  which  he  was  formerly  amfofed,  'he  re- 
jects with  fcorn  and  deteftation  thofe  dead  idols, 
which  he  reckons  his  difgrace,  no  lefs  than  his  crime,  .. 
jhat  he  had  foolifhly  regarded.  With  determined 
jSttrpofe  that  he  will  never  have  any  farther  connec- 
tion with  them,  however  valuable  the  materials  of 
which  fhey  were  compofed,  he  calls  fheifi  to  the  moles, 
and  to  the  bats :  he  throws  them  intt>  bbfcure  and 
dark  places,  fuch  as  are  frequented  by  thefe  crea- 
tures. Afhamed  of  the  confidence  he  placed  in  them, 
andthe  Worfhip  he  offered  them,  and  convinced  of 
their  utter  infufficiency  to  afford  him  the  lead  fecurity 
from  evil,  of  to  contribiitc  to  his  fafety  and  happinefs, 

*  Ifaiah  xiii.  13. 

he 
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he  (hall  treat  them  as  the  moft  bafe  and  contemptible 
obje&s,  unworthy  of  being  again  brought  to  view.— 
This,  my  brethren,  neprefents  to.  us  what  ought  to  be 
our  condud.  Something  befide  God  hath  poflefled 
that  place  in  our  hearts  which  ought  to  have  been  re- 
ferved  for  the  living  and  true  God j  and  that  objeft, 
by  whatfoever  tiame  it  is  diftinguiftiedr  is  properly  an 
idol.  Let  us  then  rejett  with  difdain  all  thofe  idols 
which  have  ufutped  the  throne  of  our  hearts;  and 
earneftly  pray,  that  the  God  of  the  fpirits  tof  all  fleih 
may  effectually  dilbofe  and  enable. us  to  -fay,  with 
Ephraim  of  old,  *  What  have  I  to  do  any  more  with 
4  idols  ?'  and  to  return  with  dutiful  affection  to  the 
fervice  and  obedience  of  our  higheft  Lord. 

2 1  To  go  iffto  the  clefts  of  ths  rocks,  and  into 
Ae  tops  of  the  ragged  rocks,  for  fear  of  the 
Lord,  and  for  the  glory  of  his  majefty,  when 
he  arifeth  to  (hake  terribly  the  earth. 

What  was  faid  in  illuftration  of  the  19th,  may 
ferve  to  explain  this  verfe,  the  expreflions  being  nearly 
the  fame.  I  only  remark,  on  the  repetition  of  the 
words,  what  Jofeph  faid  concerning  Pharaoh's  dream 
being  doubled,  *  It  is  becaufe  the  thing  is  eftablifhed 
*  by  God,  and  God  will  Ihortly  bring  it  to  pafs*.f 

22  Ceafe  ye  from  man  whofe  breath  is  in  his 
noftrils :  for  wherein  is  he  to  be  accounted  of? 

This  very  momentous  admonition  concludes  this 
part  of  the  prophetical  difcourfe,  and  ferves  as  an  in- 
troduction to  that  which  followeth.— — The  inference 
is  juft,  and  the  advice  is  peculiarly  feafonable.  Since 
the  pride  of  man  {hall  be  humbled,  and  thofe  of  the 
moft  elevated  rank  brought  low,  this  confideratioH 
ought  to  call  us  off  from  depending  on  fuch  a  frail, 

#  Gcncf.  xli.  32. 

uncertain 
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uncertain  creature.  You.roay  be  fufprifed  when  I 
tell  you,  that  fome  Chriftian  interpreters  are  of  opi- 
nion, that  the  Man  Chrift  Jefus  is  here  intended ; 
>nd  that  the  Jews,  to  whom  bur  prophet  was  fern* 
are  admonifhed  Xo  beware  of  injuring  and  abufing 
him,  when  be  fhould  appear  in  the  fafluon  of  a  man, 
and  the  form  of  a  fervant.  Though  I  highly  refpeft 
the  names  and  abilities  of  thefie  writer,  I  cannot 
agree  with,  them  in  explaining  this  verfe,  as  I  perceive 
nothing  faid  in  it  peculiar  to  the  chara&er  of  the 
Mefiiah.-*— Man  is  the  objefit  from  which  we  are  A 
directed  to  ceafe.1  What  is  man  ?  TJle.fcripture,  by 
various  humbling  companions,  reprefents,  in  a  moil 
affe&ing  manner,  the  feetyenefs  of  out  nature,  and 
the  meannefs .  of  our  condition.  To  this  inquiry  God 
himfelf  replies,  4  Dull  thou  art,  and  to  duft  (halt 
4  thou  return.'     Our  prophet  anfwers,  *  All  flefh  is 

*  grafs,  and  all  the  goodlinefs  thereof  is  as  the  flower 
4  of  the  field.  The  grafs  withereth,  the  flower  fadeth  ; 
4  becaufe  the  Spirit  of  the  Lord  bloweth  upon  it : 

•  furely  tfye  people  is  grafe  V  And  the  other  infpired 
writers  unite  in  giving  fimilar  descriptions  of  the  fraik 
ty  of  man,  whom  they  pronounce  to  be  4  altogether 
4  lighter  than  vanity  f\  which  hath  no  real  exiftence : 
whom  they  liken  to  a  fhadow  J,  which  quickly  difap- 
pears  ;  and  to  a  worm  ||,  for  meannefs  of  original,  and 
liablenefs  to  danger  :  yea,  whole  nations  are  counted 
before  God  as  lefs  than  nothing,  and  vanity.  Though 
the  human  body  is  the  moil  curious  workmanfhip, 
beautifully  proportioned,  and  firmly  connected  ;  and 
the  huipan  mind,  poffefled  of  aftonilhing  powers,  is 
capable  of  being  enriched  with  extenfive  knowledge, 
and  amiable  difpolityons  ;  yet  all  thefe  may  be  fudden- 

ly  impaired  or  deftroyed. From  man,  therefore, 

we  are  direfted  to  ceafe.  The  word  fignifies,  to  give 
over^  to  de/i/i,  or  abftain  from.     The  expreflion  is  in* 

*  Ifaiah  xt.  6,  7.  \  Pfal.  lxii.  9.  %  Job  xiv.  2. 

}|  Job  xxv.  6. 

complete ; 


Vi*.*2.     PROPHECIES  a*:ISAIAH.         177 

complete;  and,  to  render  the  fenfe  full,  requires 
fome  word  to  be  fupplied.  From  the  connexion  and 
defign  of  the  direction,  we  fuppofe  its  meaning  to  be 
fully  expreffed  thus :  Ceafe  from  depending  upon,  or 
trufting  in  man.  Solomon  delivers  an  excellent  ad- 
vice  in  his  book  of  Proverbs,  in  the  fame  manner  as 
here :  '  Ceafe  from  thine  own  wifdom  *  ;'  /.  e..  abftaia 
from  trufting  and  depending  upon  it.  In  the  fame 
fenfe  of  the  word,  we  are  required  to  refrain  from 
trufting  in  man,  however  great,  wife,  or  powerful 
he  may  be ;  and  to  defift  from  overvaluing  ourfelves 
on  account  of  our  connexion  with  fuch  men,  or  the 
intereft  we  may  have  in  their  friendfhip.  This  dan- 
gerous pra&ice,  into  which  we  are  naturally  apt  to 
run,  we  are  repeatedly  cautioned  againft  in  the  word 
of  God  ;  particularly  by  the  royal  pfalftuft :  c  Put  not 

*  your  truft  in  princes,  nor  in  the  fon  of  man,  in 

*  whom  there  is  ho  help.    Hi^  breath  goeth  forth, 

*  he  returneth  to  his  earth.  la  that  very  day  his 
■  thoughts  perifh  \!  Great  men,  you  obierve,  are 
there  especially  mentioned,  becaufe  we  are  xnoft  ready 
to  idolize  them.— *— Let  us  beware  then  of  neglect- 
ing this  necefiary  counfel,  and  expofmg  ourfelves  to 
the  awful  curfe  which  God  hath  denounced  againft 
thofe  who  truft  in  man,  and  make  flefli  their  arm, 
whofe  heart  departeth  from  the  Lord.  c  He  (hall  be 
1  like  the  heath  in  the  defert,  and  {hall  not  fee  when 
'  good  cometh,  but  fhall  inhabit  the  parched  places 
'  in  the  wildernefs,  a  fait  land  and  not  inhabited  J.* 
Two  motives  are  fuggefted  in  the  following  words, 
to  enforce  compliance  with  this  friendly  admonition. 

Wbofe  breath  u  in  his  nofirih.  The  life  ol  man,  re- 
fulting  from  the  union  of  foul  and  body,  is  preferved  by 
means  of  refpiration  or  breathing.  The  breath,  you 
know,  is  continually  going  out  and  coming  in  at  the 
noftrils,  fituated  at  the  extremity  of  the  face ;  and  at 
thefe  doors,  as  we  may  call  them,  it  is  ever  going 

*  Prov,  xiiii.  4,  \  Ptal,  pilyL  3,  ^.  \  Jer.  xvii.  6. 

and 
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and  returning  like  one  ready  to  depart,  whilft  we  are 
uncertain  but  every  breath  may  be  the  laft.  This 
reprefents  man  to  be  altogether  an  improper  obje&  of 
truft  and  confidence.— —^-Beffdes,  he  is  a  mean  and 
inconfiderable  creature ;  for  wherein  is  be  to  be  ac- 
counted oft  Originally  he  was  indeed  of  no  fmall 
account,  when  made  after  the  image  of  God,  a  little 
lower  than  the  angels,  crowned  with  glory  and  ho* 
nour,  and  inverted  wjth  dominion  over  inferior  crea-* 
tion.  'But  by  his  apoflacy  from  God,  he  is  now. 
become  like  the  beafts  that  perifh,  ezpofed  to  death, 
in  the  mod  extenfive  and  awful  fenfe  of  the  word. 
And  notwithstanding  the  Almighty  is  gracioufly 
pleafed,  by  his  Son  and  Spirit,  to  repair  the  ruins  of 
the  apoftacy,  with  refped  to  multitudes,  yet,  viewing 
man  in  his  bed  eftate,  we  afk,  Wherein  is  he  to  be 
accounted  of?  Formed  of  the  durt  of  the  earth, 
enfeebled  by  his  revolt  from  God,  depraved  by  bad 
principles  and  habits,  fubje&ed  to  continual  changes, 
and  of  hhnfelf  infufficient  for  performing  what  is  truly 
good,  he  cannot  poffibly  be  a  proper  objeS  of  truft 
and  confidence.  How  mean  our  original !  How  frail 
our  condition !  How  finful  our  condu& !  Everything 
in  us,  and  belonging  to  us,  is  fuited  to  abafe :  iaua 
dwelleth  no  good  thing :  mifery  is  in  all  our  way! : 
vanity  is  infcribed  on  all  our  enjoyments;  whilft  we 
are  continually  varying,  and  ever  fubjeft  to  diflblution, 
Aware  then  of  man's  iniignificance,  and  utter  infuf- 
fitiency  to  prove  a  ftay  and  fupport,  let  us  refrain  from 
placing  our  dependence  upon  him;  and  truft- in  the 
Lord  Jehovah,  in  whom  is  everlafting  ftrength,  un- 
changeable love,  and  invariable  fidelity.  '  Thou,  O 
*  Lord,  wilt  keep  him  in  perfect  peace  whofe  mind  is 
'  ftayed  on  thee,  becaufe  he  trufteth  in  thee.' 

The  predictions  we  have  now  been  confidering,  ra* 

'  ceived  their  literal  fulfilment  in  the  day  of  the. Lord, 

wherein  the  Almighty  executed  terrible  judgments, 

by  Nebuchadnezzar,  king  of  Babylon,  upon  the  proud 

and  idolatrous  Jews.   That  remarkable  period  we  con* 

fider 
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fider  only  as  a  figure  of  what  is  emphatically  called, 
the  great  and  terrible  day  of  the  l&rd,  tf  hich  fhall 
lay  low  every  one  that  is  proud  and  haughty,  and 
bring  down  every  thing  that  exalteth  itfelf  againft  the 
glory  of  God  and  his  Son ;  wherein  idolaters  and  idols 
(hall  be  totally  exterminated,  angels  fhall  remove  from 
the  kingdom  of  God  ail  things  that  offend,  and  them 
that  do  iniquity,  and  Jehovah  alone  (hall  be  exalted. 
Let  us  improve  the  partial  accomplifhment  of  thefe 
prophecies,  for  eftabliihing  our  faith  in  the  word  of 
God ;  and  for  encouraging  our  expe&atioro  in  the 
farther,  and  (till  more  glorious  completion  of  the 
great  events  here  foretold,  in  their  full  extent. 


PRELIML 


I  I«p  J 


I        PRELIMINARY  OBSERVATIONS, 

IN  this  chapter  the  prophet  foretels  the  approaching 
direful  calamities  which  were  to  be  infli&ed  upon 
Judah  and  jerufalem  on  account  of  their  fins ;  fome 

aof  which  are  particularly  mentioned. He  begins 

by  informing  them,  that  they  fhould  be  deprived  of 
the  fupports  of  life,  and  good  government ;  in  confe- 
rence of  which,  they  fhduld  rail  into  the  utmoft  dit 
border  and  confufion,  as  the  juft  punifhment  of  theit 
iniquities,  and  impudence  in  finning  againft  the 
Lord,  verfe  i  *— 9.  After  which,  comfortable  a(- 
furance  is  given  to  the  righteous,  that,  notwithftand- 
ing  the  extenfive  threatened  judgment^,  they  fhould 
enjoy  fefety,  whilft  the  wicked  fufFered  deferved  de- 
ftruttion,  verfe  1  o.  and  1 1  To  juftify  the  divine 

procedure,  the  predifted  miferies  are  declared  to 
arife,  in  a  fpecial  manner,  from  the  oppreflion  and 
covetoufnefs  of  their  rulers,  with  whom  Ifaiah  warmly 

expoftulates  in  the  name  of  God,  verfe  12. — 15. 

The  haughty  daughters  of  Zion  are  then  threatened 
with  being  ftript  of  all  the  coftly  ornaments  with 
which  they  were  accuftomed  to  adorn  themfelves,  fo 
that  their  condition  fhould  be  totally  reverfed,  verfe 
16. — 24.  ■  The  chapter  concludes  by  declaring, 
that  the  terrible  devaftation  to  be  made  by  the  fword 
was  to  be  attended  with  mourning  and  lamentation, 
verfe  25.  and  26.  and  verfe  i.  of  chap.  iv. 


CHAP.    III. 

FOR  behold,  the  Lord,  the  Lord  of  hofts 
doth  take  away  from  Jerufalem,  and  from 
Judah,  the  ftay  and  the  ftaff,  the  whole  flay  of 

bread,  and  the  whole  ftay  of  water. 

The 
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The  omnifcient  God,  having  predi&ed,  by  the 
prophet,  the  awful  judgments  he  was  about  to  execute 
upon  the  idolatrous,  the  proud,  and  the  haughty, 
proceeds  to  foretel  the  certain  and  fudden  deftrti&ion 
of  the  Jewifh  (late.     The  word  for ',  in  the  beginning 
of  the  verfe,  feems  to  conned  this  prediftion  witn 
the  foregoing  one,  to  which  it  has  an  intimate  rda- 
tion.     The  fubjeft  is  introduced  with  great  folemnity 
and  majefty.     Behold,  the  Lord,  tsfc.     Attentively 
confider  the  important,  interefting  matters  I  am  now 
going  to  defcribe,  whichjuftly  merit  your  ferious  re- 
gard.    The  Lord  of  hofts,  whom  you  have  highly 
provoked  by  your  fins ;,  who  brought  all  things  into 
exiftence,  and  continually  upholds  them  in  being,  by 
the  word  of  his  power ;  who  ruleth  in  heaven,  and  on 
earth,  according  to  his  pleafure ;  who  gives  law  to 
the  univerfe,  and  prefides  over  the  nations,  and  who 
hath   unqueftionable  right  to  punifh  proud  tranf- 
greflbrs ;  this  almighty  Lord  declares,  he  doth  takp 
away  from  Jerufalem  and  from  Judah,  from  the  in- 
habitants of  the  towns  and  country  of  Judea,  the  ftaff 
of  bread,  and  ftay  of  water.     Though  the  profefling 
people  of  God,  they  were  become  extremely  corrupt 
and  wicked,  and  therefore  obnoxious  to  the  moft  ter- 
rible calamities.— —The  ftay  and  the  ftaff  may  de- 
note, any  thing  ufed  as  a  mean  of  fupport,  to  prevent 
one  from  falling.  The  jewifh  nation,  at  this  time,  may 
be  confidered  as  reprefented  by  an  old  building,  ready 
to  fall  into  ruin,  to  prevent  which  many  props  hag 
been  added.    Thefe  fupports  on  which  it  leaned,  that 
were  derived  fropi  the  authority,  the  prudence,  and 
fortitude  of  its  leading  men,   God  threatens  to  re- 
move ;  in  confequence  of  which,  the  ftatc  fhould  as 
certainly  become  ruinous  as  a  decayed  building,  when 
the  props  on  which  it  refted  are  taken  away.  The  kings 
of  Judah  being  deprived  of  their  majefty,  their  coun- 
fellors  of  wifdom,  their  fold iers  of  valour,  their  judges 
of  prudence,  their  orators  of  eloquence,  and  theft 
kingdom  of  profperity,  the  once  fiourifhing  people  of 
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Judea  ihould  be  reduced  to  the  moft  miferable  condi- 
tion.  , 

The  whole  Jlay  of  bread,  and  the  whole  Jlayjof  water. 
Of  the  various  provifibns  ufed  to  fupport  human 
life,  bread  and  water  are  the  moil  fimple,  and  the 
moil  neceflary :  bread  flrengthens  the  heart,  and  wa- 
ter quenches  the  third ;  and  both  are  ufeful  for  re^ 
freihment  and  nourifhment.  They  are  therefore  very 
properly  defcribed  in  fcripture  as  a  ftaff  and  a  flay, 
Decaufe  they  are  the  means  of  fuilaining  life,  even  a? 
a  ftaff  on  which  we  lean  fupports  the  body;  and 
when  reduced  to  a  fcanty  allowance  of  thefe  necef- 
faries,  men  become  weak,  languid,  and  infirm.  Now 
when  God  here  declares,  that  he  taketh  away  the 
whole  flay  of  bread  and  water,  he  threatens  to  fend 
upon  the  men  of  Judah  the  direful  calamity  of  fa- 
mine, whereby  they  were  to  be  enfeebled  and  weak> 
ened;  and,  under  this  terrible  judgment,  howling 
with  diflrefs,  and  pining  with  want,  after  having 
been  brought  into  the  greatefl  ftraits,  in  which  men 
ihould  eat  the  flefh  of  their  own  arm,  and  mothers 
their  own  children,  they  ihould  languifh  and  die. 
How  dreadful  were  the  effe&s  that  attended  this  fore 
judgment,  when  this  prediction  was  fulfilled !  of 
which  we  read  in  the  fourth  chapter  of  the  book  of 
Lamentations,  *  The  tongue  of  the  fucking  child 

*  cleaveth  to  the  roof  of  his  mouth  for  third :  the 
'  young  children  afk  bread,  and  no  man  breaketh  it 

*  unto  them.    They  that  did  feed  delicately,  are  de« 

*  folate  in  the  ftreets ;  they  that  were  brought  up  in 
'  fcarlet,  embrace  dunghills.*  In  confequence  of 
which,  it  is  faid,  at  the  9th  verfe, 4  They  that  be  (lain 
c  with  the  fword,  are  better  than  they  that  be  flain 
4  with 'hunger:  for  thefe  pine  away,  ftncken  through 

*  for  want  of  the  fruits  of  the  field.' How  deplo* 

rable  would  you  juftly  reckon  your  condition,  did 
your  children  come  around  you,  crying  for  bread 
and  water,  whilfl  you  had  none  to  give  them! 
How  much  more  aggravated  would  be  your  mi* 

fery, 
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fery,  were  you  under  the  direful  neceffity  of  feed- 
ing upon  them,  as  the  only  me^ns  of  preserving  life, 
as  did  the  people  in  Judea,  at  the  time  this  prophecy 
was  accomplished !  Thankful  then  ought  we  to  be  to 
that  God,  who,  notwithstanding  our  ingratitude,  and 
mifimprovement  of  his  mercies,  gives  us  rain  fron| 
heaven,  and  fruitful  feafons,  tills  our  hearts  with 
food  and  gladnefs,  and  affords  us  all  things  pertain? 
ing  to  life  and  godlinefs  richly  to  enjoy. 

2  The  mighty  man,  and  the  man  of  war,  the 
judge,  and  the  prophet,  and  the  prudent,  and 
the  ancient. 

The  almighty  God  here  threatens  to  deprive  Ju-t 
dah  and  Jeruiaiem  of  the  fupports  of  their  ftate,  and. 
the  pillars  of  their  church ;  in  confequence  of  which, 
they  would  fall  into  diforder,  confufion,  and  every 
evil  work*  ■  ■  In  a  flourifhing  community  there  ar$ 
mighty  men,  who  are  remarkable  for  their  ftrength 
and  valour, .  courage  and  intrepidity,  who  are  em- 
ployed to  ad  as  warriors  againit  the  common  enemy. 
There  are  men  of  war,  who  are  valiant,  adive,  and 
brave  in  the  field  \  who  aft  as  officers  and  foldiers  in 
the  army,  which  forms  the  defence  of  their  country, 
and  the  prote&ion  of  their  fellow-citizens.  There  are 
judges,  who  ftudy  the  laws  of  God  and  their  country, 
its  civil  conftitution,  and  the  rights  of  the  people, 
whofe  bufmefs  is  to  attend  to  the  impartial  diftribu- 
tion  of  juftice.  There  are  prophets,  who  are  employed 
in  declaring  the  mind  of  God  to  the  people,  inftrud- 
ing  them  in  the  knowledge  of  his  will,  and  teaching 
them  ftatutes,  ordinances,  and  laws  ;  and  likewife  in 
pleading  with  God  in  behalf  of  the  people,  that  he 
may  proted,  blefs,  and  enrich  them.  There  are  pru- 
dent men,  who  are  remarkable  for  fagacity  and  penetra- 
tion, for  extejifi  ve  knowledge  and  found  wifdom ;  who 
are  juftly  refpeded  on  account  of  their  good  condud,- 
their  discretion,  and  the  right  management  of  tkeir 
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affairs.  There  are  alfo  ancient  men,  in  the  advanced 
ftages  of  life,  who,  from  long  experience,  and  care- 
fui  obfervation,  are  well  acquainted  with  men  and 
things ;  who  are  capable  of  inftru&ing  the  young  and 
the  thoughtlefs,  and  giving  them  good  advice.  Thefe 
refpe&able  and  ufeful  chara&ers  the  Lord  of  hofts 
was  about  to  take  away  from  among  the  men  of  Ju- 
dah,  with  others  defcribed  in  the  following  verfe : 

3  The  captain  of  fifty,  and  the  honourable 
man,  and  the  counsellor,  and  the  cunning  arti- 
ficer, and  the  eloquent  orator. 

The  captain  of  fifty.  .  Not  only  yrere  their  generals 
ani  commanders  to  be  removed  from  among  them, 
who  conduced  their  armies,  and  had  the  manage* 
ment  of  their  military  affairs,  but  the  righteous  judg- 
ments of  the  Moft  High  were  to  be  extended  to  thofe 
of  lefs  authority  and  influence.  And  the  honourable 
man^  who  was  exalted  to  diflinguifhed  rank,  and  high 
ftation ;  who  claimed  much  refpeft  on  account  of  his 
good  qualifications,  and  his  exten'five  ufefulnefs#  to 
fociety.  And  the  counsellor,  who  fat  at  the  helm  of 
public  affairs,  giving  dire&ion  in  the  critical  moment 
of  danger ;  who  formed  great  defigns  for  the  benefit 
of  the  ftate,  and  marked  out  the  plans  which  were 
neceffary  to  be  carried  into  execution.  And  the  cun- 
ning artificer ',  the  fkilful  artift,  and  ingenious  mecha- 
nic, who,  by  indefatigable  induftry  and  application 
to  bufinefs,  contributed  to  the  wealth  and  reputation 
of  the  nation.  And  the  eloquent  orator,  who,  by  the 
power  of  perfuafion  and  fine  addrefs,  could  influence 
the  hearts  and  fentiments  of  a  whole  affembly,  and 
give  them  as  uniform  a  dire&ion  as  the  wind  does  the 
trees  of  the  foreft.  All  thefe  ufeful  ornaments  of  fo- 
ciety God  threatens  to  take  away  from  Judah  and 
Jerufalem,  by  depriving  them  of  the  great  abilities 
they  poffeffcd ;  by  baffling  the  enterprifes  ia  which 
the^  engaged  j  by  fruffrattng  the  defigns  which  they 
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formed ;  by  cutting  thtoi  off  by  the  fword,  famine* 
or  peftilence;  or  by  delivering  them  into  the  hands 
of  their  enemies,  tor  lead  them  captive  into  a  ftrange 
land.  The  ftrength  of  the  mighty  man,  the  equity 
of  the  judge,1  the  inftru&iqnfr  of  the  prophet,  the 
couniels  of  the  prudent,  the  influence  of  the  ancient, 
the  ability  of  the  officers,  the  example  of  the  honour- 
able, the  advice  of  the  counfeliors,  the  (kill  of  the 
artificer,  and  the  eloquence  of  the  ora^x,  were  the 
great  fupports  of  the  ftate.  The  removal,  therefore* 
of  thefe  pillars,  on  which  the  public  welfare  depend- 
ed, would  be  attended  with  certain  ruin,  and  occafion 
the  immediate  downfal  and  deftruttion  of  the  whole 
fabric  of  the  ftate*  Read  the  exaft  accGmpliihment 
of  this  prediction,  recorded  2  Kings  xxiv.  10th,  and 

following  verfes. Let  us,  brethren,  be  thankful 

to  the.  Governor  among  the  nations,  who  raifes  up 
among  us  men  of  fuch  iHuftrious  characters  as  thefe 
above  mentioned,  to  be  the  ornaments  and  ftrength  of 
the  community  to  which  we  belong ;  and  let  us  hold 
fuch  in  reputation  for  their  works  fake. 

*  * 

4  And  I  will  give  children  to  be  their  princes, 
and  babes  (hall  rule  over  them. 

The  nation  of  the  Jews,  deprived  of  the  care  and 
management  of  prudent,  able  men,  was  to  be  intrud- 
ed to  thofe  who  were  weak,  unexperienced,  and  un* 
fkilful.  I  prefume  it  is  unneceffary  to  underftand  the 
words  literally,  and  to  explain  them  in  the  ftritteft 
fenfe,  of  babes  and  children.  Let  it  fuffice  to  remark, 
that  the  princes  and  rulers  of  that  people,  who,  in  the 
days  of  their  profperity,  were  renowned  for  their 
wifdom,  vigour,  and  the  adminiftration  of  govern- 
ment, were  to  be  fucceedecf  by  perfons  either  under 
age,  fubjeft  to  tutors,  incapable  of  managing  their 
own  affairs,  and  much  more  of  directing  the  impor- 
tant concerns  of  others  ;  or,  if  come  to  age,  were  yet 
children  in  underftanding,  and  unfit  for  Voiding  the 
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reins  of  government  This  is  a  heavy  judgment  up- 
on a  people  and  land  i  and,  in  this  view,  God  fpeaks 
of  it  by  the  wifeft  of  kings ;  *  Wo  to  thee,  O  land, 
4  when  thy  king  is  a  child,  and  thy  princes  eat  in  the 
'  morning.  Bleffed  art  thou,  O  land,  when  thy  king 
c  is  the  fon  of  nobles,  and  thy  princes  eat  in  due  fea- 
4  fon,  for  ftrength  and  not  for  drunkennefs  V  Some 
princes  and  rulers  are  beftowed  upon  a  nation  in  great 
mercy,  and  prove  ineftimable  bleffings  to  thofe  over 
whom  they  prefide ;  others  are  given  in  wrath  and 
judgment,  and  prove  fevere  fcourges  to  their  fubje&s. 
Among  this  latter  clafs,  we  rank  thofe  here  mention- 
ed, who  were  totally  incapable  of  performing  the 
difficult  duties  of  their  elevated  ftation,  the  lamentable 
effeds  of  which  muft  have  been  feverely  felt  through 
the  whole  body  of  the  nation.  Such  was  the  deftitute 
condition  of  Judah,  after  Nebuchadnezzar  carried 
away  to  Babylon  Jehoiakim,  and  all  the  princes,  and 
all  the  mighty  men  of  valour,  and  all  the  craftfmen, 
when,  we  fuppofe,  this  prediction  was  verified.— 
Senfible  of  the  many  important  advantages,  facred 
and  civil,  that  we  enjoy,  under  the  beft  of  govern- 
ments, let  us  value  and  improve  them ;  and  diligently 
beware  of  forfeiting  them  to  ourfelves,  or  posterity, 
by  a  carelefs  abufe  of  them. 

5  And  the  people  fhall  be  opprefled,  every 
one  by  another,  and  every  one  by  his  neigh- 
bout:  the  child  fhall  behave  himfelf  proudly 
againfl  the  ancient,  and  the  bafe  againft  the  ho- 
nourable. 

The  diffolution  of  good  order,  and  political  confu- 
fion,  are  here  defcribed,  as  the  difmal  confequences  of 
the  judgments  mentioned  in  the  foregoing  verfes.  Op- 
preflion  and  pride  every  where  prevail.  The  Hebreur 
word  tranflated  opprefed,  fignifies  to  demand  byforcf, 

*  Ecdcf.  x.  16,  17. 
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to  compel  to  worky  or  pay  debt' ox  tribute.  And  as  la-' 
hour,  debt,  and  tribute,"  are  often  demanded  with 
violence  and  cruelty,  in  a  manner  inconfiftent  with 
right  and  equity,  it  is  called  oppreffion.  The  word 
may  denote  here,  either  that  oppreffion  which  comes 
from  the  tongue,  or  from  the  han^J ;  that  which  is  in* 
Aided  by  violence,  or  executed  by  fraud ;  whether  it 
coniifts  in*  injuriouffly  with-holding  what  is  due,  or 
forcibly  taking  away  what  is  rightfully  enjoyed,  or 
unjuftly  hurting  by  unmerited  cenfure,  or  evil-fpeak* 
ing.  This  oppreffion  Solomon  obferves,  in  his  book 
of  Ecclefiaftes,  makes  a  wife  man  mad.  Indeed  fools 
are  not  greatly  diftrefled  by  it,  becaufe  they  do  not 
ynderftand  juftice  and  equity ;  and  therefore  tyrants 
commonly  endeavour  to  keep  their  fubje£ts  in  igno* 
ranee  and  poverty.  When  rigoroufly  exercifed,  how? 
ever,  upon  people  of  fenfe  and  knowledge,  it  is  enough 
to  render  them  diftra&ed.  Such  was  the  iniquitous 
conduct  of  the  men  of  Judah  toward  one  another : 
fach  was  their  injurious  behaviour  toward  their  neigh- 
hours,  whom  they  ought  to  "have  loved  as  themfelves, 
and  to  whom  they  ought  to  have  done  whatfoever 
they  would  that  they  (hould  do  to  them,.  Thofe  in  high 
rank  knew  the  Incapacity  of  the  prince  to  dete& 
their  artful  frauds,  or  to  check  their  avaricious  mea- 
fures,  whereby  they  meant  to  enrich  themfelves, 
Thofe  in  the  lower  walks  of  life,  diftrefled  .by  the 
oppreffion  of  the  great,  from  which  they  could  not 
obtain  redrefs,  and  unawed  by  the  fear  of  punifh- 
ment,  imitated  the  great  in  their  rapacity,  cruelty,  and 
injuftice,  until  the*  practice  complained  of  becomes 
univerfaj,  as  here  intimated : 

The  child  Jhall  behave  himfclf  proudly  again/h  the 
ancient,  and  the  bafe  againji  the  honourable.  Oppref- 
fion is  accompanied  with  pride,  which  leads  to  the 
moil  indecent  and  ridiculous  behaviour.  Among  the 
many  excellent  ftatutes  which  God  delivered  lo-his 
people  Ifrael,  the  following  is  recorded :  *  Thou  (halt 
f  fife  up  before  the  hoary  head,  and  honour  the  face 
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*  of  the  old  man,  and  fear  thy  God :   I  am  the 

*  Lord  V  He  hath  commanded  to  render  unto  all 
their  due,  fear  to  whom  fear,  and  honour  to  whom 
honour  belongeth,  either  on  account  of  advanced 
age,  high  ftation,  or  important  office.  Indeed  ho- 
nour is  not  only  due  to  thofe  who  are  our  fuperior* 
in  any  of  thefe  refpe&s,  but  to  thofe  who  are  our 
equals,  yea,  even  to  thofe  who  are  our  inferiors, 
as  is  evident  from  fuch  apofiolical  directions  as  thefe ; 
4  Be  kindly  affe&ionate  one  to  another,  in  honour 

*  preferring  on$  another  f:  In  lpwiinefs  of  mind  let 
4  each  efleem  another  better  than  himfelf  J/  How 
diametrically  oppofite  to  this  good  condud  is  the  fuper- 
cilious  behaviour  here  defcribed  !  The  child  in  age, 
in  underftanding,  in  experience,  fooli(hly  over-rating 
his  natural  endowments,  his  acquired  abilities,  hi* 
fuppofed  qualities,  and  fpecious  performances,  affumes 
a  mod  unbecoming,  haughty  behaviour  toward  thofe 
whom  he  ought  highly  to  reiped,  for  their  age,  their 
judgment,  and  experience,  and  the  other  advantage* 
which  they  poffefs.*-— — The  bafe,  u  e.  thofe  of  mean 
parentage,  and  in  low  circumftances  in  the  world, 
who  ought,  in  a  fpecial  manner,  to  cultivate  a  humble 
temper  and  deportment,  fuited  to  their  condition,  dif- 
eovered  indecent  pride  and  infolence  toward  thofe 
who  were  defcended  of  illuftriou*  anceftors,  and  were 
in  high  rank  and  eminent  ftation.  Thus  the  beautiful 
order  which  the  great  Lord  of  all  h#h  cftablifhed 
among  fociety  is  inverted  ;  tranfgreffors  incur  much 
guilt;  and  though  the  profligacy  and  depravity  of  the 

*  times  might  fcreen  them  from  the  hand  of  juftice,  thofe 
againft  whom  they  a&ed  thus  undutifuily,  would 
moft  fenfibly  feel  the  indignities  they  received. . 
fhe  prophet  Jeremiah  mentions  the  accompliihment 
of  this  predi&ion,  Lam.  iv.  16.  where  we  thus  read; 

*  The  anger  of  the  Lord  hath  divided  them,  be  will 

*  no  more  regard  them :  they  refpe&ed  not  the  per- 

*  Ley.*!*.  32,  f  Rom.  xii.  10.  %  Philip,  it.  3. 
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*  fons  of  the  priefts,  they  favoured  not  the  elders.'— 
Beware  then,  my  friends,  of  oppreffion  and  pride* 
which  difturb  the  good  order  and  happinefs  of  man* 
kind ;  and  which,  when  properly  considered,  appear 
to  be  not  only  aggravated  iniquities,  but  terrible 
judgments.  Diligently  attend  to  the  relative  du- 
ties incumbent  upon  you,  in  your  various  ftations 
and  connexions.  Endeavour  to  perform  them  with 
fidelity  and  diligence,  that  thereby  you  may  pro- 
mote the  happinefs  of  fociety,  adorn  your  holy  pro* 
feffion*  and  the  amiable  do&rines  of  God  our  Sa« 
viour, 

6  When  a  man  fhall  take  hold  of  his  toother 
of  the  houfe  of  his.  father,  faying ■,  Thoii  haft 
clothing,  be  thou  out  ruler,  and  let  this  ruin  be 
under  thy  hand* 

The  description  of  the  conftifed,  dlfturbed  ftate  of 
the  Jewifh  nation,  at  the  time  referred  to,  is  here 
continued.— —Then  a  perfoh  would  take  hold  of  fome 
of  his  connections,  who  were  chief  of  their  fathers 
houfes,  in  this  manner  expreffing  his  earneft  defire, 
that  the  requeft  he  vras  going  to  prefent  might  be 
fpeedily  granted.  This  aftion  Is  repeatedly  mentioned 
in  fcriptufe,  as  intended  for  this  purpofe.  We  are 
told,  that c.  as  Samuel  turned  about  to  go  a*ay,  Saul 

*  laid  hold  of  the  ikirt  of  his  mantle  *  :'  and  that  c  ;n 

*  thofe  days  (referred  to  by  the  prophet)  it  (hall  come 

*  to  pafs,  that  ten  men  (hall  take  hold  out  of  all  Ian- 

*  guages  of  the  nations,  even  fhall  take  hold  of  ,the 

*  &irt  of  him  that  is  a  Jew,  faying,  We  will  go  with 

*  you ;  for  we  have  heard  that  God  is  with  you  f .* 
The  words  reprefent,  a  perfon  eafneftly  fupplicating 
from  his  friend  that  afiiftance  to  the  ftate,  whieh  he 
reckoned  him  capable  of  affording.  When  we  refleft 
for  a  moment  on  the  anarchy  and  confufion  which 

*  1  Sam.  xt.  27.  f  Zcch.  riii,  23. 
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ev&y  where  pervaded  the  nation,  we  cannot  juftly 
be  furprifed  that  proper  perfons  would  be  extremely 
relu&ant,  and  prevailed  upon  with  great  difficulty, 
to  accept  places  of  public  truft  aiid  power,  as  here 
plainly  fuppofed.  No  wonder  that  men  entertain 
a  ftrong  averfion  at  being  concerned  in  the  affairs 
of  government,  in  critical  and  unfavourable  circum- 
flances. 

Thou  hq/i  clothing?  &c.  rich  garments,  fuitable  to -the 
dignity  of  chief  magiftrate,  and  canft  make  an  ap- 
pearance becoming  the  chara&er  of  one  inverted  with 
fupreme  authority.  Thou  haft  vafl  abundance  and 
variety  of  raiment  in  thy  wardrobes,  fufficient  for  a 
perfon  of  fuch  high  rank,  to  beftow  in  prefents  on 
proper  occafiqns.— — Be  thou  otir  ruler :  ocrcupy  the 
chief  place,  and  exercife  the  higheft  power  in  the 
ftate ;  point  but  the  meafures  we  ought  to  adopt, 
publifh  the  laws  we  ought  to  obey,  go  before  us  by 
thy  example,  prefide  over  us  by  thy  authority,  {hew 
us  what  we  ought  to  do ;  and  we  will  be  obedient  to 
thy  orders,  an(i  fubmiflive  to  thy  authority.— And 
let  this  ruin  be  under  thy  hand  ;  or  according  to  a  va- 
rious reading,  making  a  very  good  fenfe,  "  Take 
"  into  thy  hand  our  ruinous  ftate  *•"  Endeavour, 
if  poffible,  to  retrieve  our  affairs,  now  in  fad  diforder, 
prognofticating  our  deftruftion  as  a  people :  deliver, 
if  poffible,  from  injuftice  and  oppreffion,  from  foreign 
enemies  and  domeitic  troubles ;  and,  in  the  profecu- 
tifcn  of  thefe  great  and  important  purpofes,  we  will 
ad  as  thy  dutiful  fubjetts.  A  fenfe  of  imminent  dan- 
ger, and  urgent  neceffity,  never  fails  to  render  men 
importunate  for  affiftance  and  relief.  Improve  this 
principle  in  your  addreffes  to  the  Almighty,  by  taking 
hold  of  God's  ftrength  ;  by  earneftly  Soliciting  his  in- 
terpofition  in  your  favour,  that  he  may  take  under 
his  hand  our  ruined  ftate,  and  recover  us  from  the 
direful  effects  of  our  apoftacy  fronj  him. 


*  Mentioned  by  the  Biihop  of  London. 
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7  In  that  day  fhall  he  fwear,  faying,  I  wiH 
not  be  an  healer ;  for  in  my  houfe  is  neither 
bread  nor  clothing ;  make  me  not  a  ruler  of  the 
people. 

This  verfe  contains  the  peremptory  reply  made  to 
the  reqneft  prefented  in  the  foregoing  one,  with  the 
reafon  why  the  propofal  there  made  .was  reje&ed 
without  hesitation,— The  perfon  applied  \to  by  his 
friend,  (hall,  in  the  mod  folemn  manner,  decline  to 
undertake  the  very  difficult  work  to  which  he  was  in- 
vited. With  elevated  voice,  and  lifted*up  hand,  he 
(hall  folemnly  fwear,  that  he.  will  not  accept  of  the 
offer  made  him  of  being  a  ruler.  It  is  doubtlefo  law- 
ful  for  perfons  to  take  an  oath,  when  their  teflimony 
cannot  otherwife  be  believed,  and  the  matter  is  in 
itfelf  of  confidjerable  importance :  for  thus  it  is  writ- 
ten,  Deut.  vi;  1 3.  Thou  (halt  fear  the  Lord  thy  God, 
4  and  ferve  him,  and  (halt  fwear  by  his  name/  In 
this  manner  we  acknowledge  the  omnifcience  of 
God,  we  confefs  his  confummate  wifdom,  we  do  ho- 
mage to  his  almighty  power  and  goodnefs ;  and  by 
thus  confirming  our  declaration,  put  an  end  to  all 
ftrife,  refpe&ing  the  matter  of  the  oath.  To  give  a 
determinate  final  anfwer,  that  would  admit  of  no  dif- 
pute,  to  the  entreaty  of  his  brother,  the  perfon  reply- 
ing, invokes  the  facred  name  of  God,  and  appeals  to 
the  avenger  of  falfehood,  that  he  would  not  accept 

the  office  of  a  ruler. The  Hebrew  word  tranflatod 

ruler,  is  derived  from  one  that  fignifies  to  bind  up; 
and  in  a  figurative  fenfe,  to  heal,  as  the  ikitful  bind- 
ing up  a  wound,  or  broken  member, -is  of  great  con- 
fequence  toward  its  cure.  In  a  metaphorical  fenfe,  it 
alfo  fignifies  a  ruler  or  governor,  becaufe  he  ought  to 
conciliate  breaches,  and  make  up  differences,  which 
arife  aniong  the  people.  The  commonwealth  of  Ifrael, 
at  the  time  referred  to,  was  in  a  diftempered,  broken 
condition,  and  needed  much  a  healer,  to  bind  it  up ; 
but  none  could  be  found  to  undertake  the  arduous 

work. 
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-work.  Perfons  applied  to  for  this  pur  pofe,  peremp- 
torily refufed  to  comply  with-  the  felicitations  they  re* 
ceived ;  for  which  the  following  reafon  is  affigned: 

For  in  my  houfe  is  neither  bread  nor  clothings  &c. 
It  was  cuftomary  in  Eaftern  countries,  where  fafhionsr 
did  not  vary  as  among  us,  to  collect  immeirfe  quanti- 
ties of  clothes  and  provifiops,  not  only  for  the  pcrfbn's 
own  ufe,  and  that  of  his  family,  but  for  prefents  up- 
on proper  occafions.  This  appears  plainly,  from  the 
facred  writings,  to  have  been  the  practice  among  th* 
Jews  ;  of  which  there  are  feveral  defcriptions,  and  td 
which  there  are  fome  allufions.  This,  as  a  celebrated 
writer  obferves,  explains  the.  meaning  of  the  excufe 
made  by  him  that  is  defired  to  undertake  the  govern- 
ment. He  alledges,  he  hath  not  wherewithal  to  fup* 
port  the  dignity  of  that  ftation,  by  fuch  ads  of  libe- 
rality and  hofpitality  as  the  law  and  cuftom  required 
of  perfons.  in  high  rank.  He  therefore  requefh,  that 
there  might  not  be  any  farther  propofal  made  to  hint 
of  this  kind.  The  fulfilment  of  what  we  have  been 
confidering,  feems  to  have,  taken  place  in  the  beginning 
of  the  reign  of  Zedekiah,  after  the  carrying  away  of 
Jehoiakim ;  which,  fo  far  as  we  learn  from  fcripture* 
jperfeQly  agreed  to  the  deplorable  ftate  of  the  Jewifh 
nation  at  that  period.— —From  hence  we  learn,  that 
as  in  times  of  national  piofperity  men  are  commonly 
ambitious  of  obtaining  power  and  preferment,  fo  in 
calamitous  feafons  places  of  eminence  and  truft  are 
often  refufed,  and  filled  with  difficulty.  There  are 
fotnetimes  diforders  in  the  ftate,  like  certain  difeafe* 
of  the  body,  which  defy  the  fkill  of  the  moft  eminent 
phyficians,  wh*ch  no  perfon  will  undertake  to  reme- 
dy, when  one  dangerous  fymptom  appears  after  anow 
ther :  this  gives  rife  to  defpaift  which  accelerates  ap- 
proaching ruin. 

8  For  Jerufalem  is  ruined,  and  Judah  is  fallen : 
becaufe  their  tongue  and  their  doings  are  agaiaft 
the  Lord,  to  provoke  the  eyes  of  his  glory. 

Thcfe 
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Thefc  words  may  be  con&tarcd  as  a  vindication  of 
the  divine  procedure  toward  the  people  of  Judah. 
The  defcription  of  their  calamitous  condition,  ip  the 
firfl:  part  of  the  verfe,  is  (hort,  but  aife&ing.— ~*Jeru- 
falem,  once  the  joy  of  the  whole  earth,  beautiful  for 
fituarion,  highly  favoured  of  Hearen,  a  flourilhing, 
populous,  renowned  city,  is  become  a  heap  of  ruins ; 
and  the  inhabitants  of  Judah,  formerly  poflcflied  of 
the  mod  diltinguifhed  privileges,  is  diverted  of  all 
their  dignity,  and  reduced  tQ  the  moft  depreffed  con- 
dition. Much  having  been  already  faid  on  this  mourn* 
fui  fubje&,  I  oqly  remark,  that  as  the  rod  of  aflli&ioa 
hath  a  voice  which  ought  to  be  heard  by  thofe  whom 
it  finite*,  fo  it  ought  iikewife  to  be  attended  to  by 
thofe  who  hear  of  its  ftroke,  that  from  thence  they 
may  derive  inftruSion,  The  ruin  of  Jerufalem,  and 
the  fall  of  judah,  are  recorded  for .  our  admonition ; 
not  merely  for  our  information,  but  for  our  learning. 
Let  us  not  then  think  it  fufficient,  that,  with  the 
many,  we  reproach  that  people  for  their  fins,  the  pro- 
curing caufes  of  their  defolation ;  but  let  us  endeavour 
to  reap  benefit  to  ourfelves  from  their  calamities,  and 
to  learn  wifdom  and  obedience  from  their  folly 
and  undutiful  conduct,  >  This  defcription  did  not 
correfpond  with  the  (late  of  Jerufalem  and  Judah  at 
the  time  this  prophecy  was  delivered,  for  then  they 
were  in  a  flourifhing  condition,  but  with  what  it  fliould 
undoubtedly  be  at  the  period  the  prediction  received 
its  accomplifhment,  in  the  days  of  Jehoiakim  and 
Zedekiah  ;  and  to  intimate  its  certain  fulfilment  and 
fpeedy  approach,  the  prophet  fpeaks  as  if  this  had 
been  their  prefent  condition.—^— The  reafon  of  this 
ruin  and  fall  is  affigned  in  the  following  words  : 

Becaufe  their  tongue  and  their  doings  are  againji  the 
Lord j  to  provoke  the  eyes  of  bis  glory*  The  tongue  is% 
the  chief  inftrument  of  fpeech,  which  communicates 
to  others'  the  images  of  the  mind,  and  fentiments  of 
the  heart.  When  employed  in  fpeaking,  it  common- 
ly difcovers  the  difpofitions  of  which  men  ?re  pofleflT- 

$4; 
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ed ;  for  out  of  the  abundance  of  the  heart  the  mouth 
fpeaketh.  Hence  our  prophet  obferves,  6  The  vile 
4  perfoa  will  fpeak  villany  *  :'  and  the  apoftle  John, 
describing  the  chara&er  of  worldly  men,  thus  fpeaks, 
c  They  are-  of  the  world :  therefore  fpeak  they  of  the 

*  world  f;'  for  they  have  nothing  elfe  to  fpeak  of. 
People  afting  under  the  influence  of  the  carnal  mind, 
which  is  enmity  againft  God,  feldom  fail  to  exprefs 
their  oppofition  to  the  purity  of  his  law,  the  difpenfa- 
tions  of  his  providence,  the  admonitions  of  his  fer- 
vants,  and  the  benevolent  defigns  of  his  grace.  On 
this  wicked  pra&ice  was  founded  the  bitter,  complaint 
which  the  Mod  High  brought  againft  his  people,  by 
the  prophet  Malachi ;  4  Your  words  have  been  ftout 

*  againft  me,  faith  the  Lord  {/  To  this  heavy  charge 
they  reply,  4  What  have  we  fpoken  againft  thee?* 
To  check  their  infolence,  the  Lord  informs  them, 
that  their  words  were  ftout  againft  him,  in  as  much  as 
they  had  faid,  *  It  is  vain. to  ferve  God,  and  keep  his 

*  ordinances/  Such  alfo  feems  to  have  been  the  fin- 
ful  practice  of  Judah,  for  which  they  were  to  be  fe- 
verely  punifhed.^— r— Befides,  their  doings  alfo  were 
againft  the  Lord.  Their  words  and  aflions  exa&ly 
correfponded,  difcovering  their  oppofition  to  God, 
againft  whom  they  a&ed  in  dire&  hoftility.  Though 
they  profefTed  to  love  and  honour  him,  they  trampled 
on  his  facred  authority  ;  they  counteracted  his  bleffed 
will;  they  defpifed  his  ordinances,  and  tranfgrefied 
his  moft  juft  commandments ;  and  notwithftanding 
fevere  corre&ions,  they  continued  incorrigible  in 
their  fins. 

To  provoke  the  eyes  of  bis  glory.  The  eye  is  that 
curious  organ  of  the  body  whereby  objefts  are  per* 
ceived,  and  knowledge  is  conveyed  into  the  heart. 
In  reference  to  its  extenfive  ufefulnefs  to  men,  eyes 
#  are  afcribed  to  God  in  fcripture,  to  intimate  his  per- 
feft  knowledge  of  all  things,  and  ftri&  acquaintance 

♦  Ikiah  zzxii,  6.  ,  f  I  John  iv.  5.  $  MaL  iii.  13. 

with 
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with  mens  characters  and  conduft.  Indeed  the  Lord 
feeth  not  as  man  feeth,  who  feeth  obje&s  at  a  dis- 
tance one  after  another,  and  can  only  difcover  their 
exterior  form,  whilft  he  may  be  miftaken  and  im- 
pofed  upon  by  deceitful'  appearances.     c  The  Lord 

*  looketh  down  from  teaven,  and  full  well  beholdeth 

*  all  the  fons  of  men :  his  eyes  are  in  every  place,  be* 

*  holding  the  evil  and  the  good :  he  fearcheth  the  heart, 

*  and  trieth  the  reins  ;*  fo  that  he  cannot  be  deceived, 
nor  can  any  thing  be  concealed  from  his  view.  With 
great  propriety  are  his  all-penetrating  eyes  called  the 
eyes  of  his  glory,  or  his  glorious  eyes.-*— ^Beware 
then,  brethren,  of  fpeaking  and  a&ing  againft  the 
Lord.  For  this  purpofe  adopt  the  wife  rtfolution  of 
the  man  according  to  God's  own  heart,  '  I  will  take 

*  heed  tp  my  ways,  that  I  offend  not  with  my  tongue*.* 
One  would  think  he  might  rather  have  faid,  I  will 
take  heed  to  my  words,  that  I  offend  not  tfith  my 
tongue.  When  our  ways  are  wrong,  our  words  are  fel- 
iom  right :  the  tongue  is  foon  out  of  the  way  of  fpeak* 
ing  rightly,  when  we  go  out  of  the  way  of  a&iftg  pro- 
perly. He  that  offendeth  with  his  tongue,  is  apt  to 
offend  in  his  ways;  and  having  tranfgreffed  in  his 
ways,  he  is  in  greater  danger  of  offending  with  his 
tongue.  *  Keep  your  hearts  with  all  diligence,  ibr 
1  out  of  them  are  the  iffues  of  life  f.' 

9  ^[  The  (hew  of  their  countenance  doth  wit- 
nefs  againft  them,  and  they  declare  their  (in  as 
Sodom,  they  hide  it  not :  wo  unto  their  foul, 
for  they  have  rewarded  evil  unto  themfelves. * 

A  clrcumftance  is  here  mentioned,  which  greatly 
aggravated  the  iniquity  of  Judah :  they  had  put  off 
fhame  and  bafhfulnefs;  rhey  had  become  bold  and 
impudent,  in  committing  the  moft  abominable  crimes. 
They  gloried  in  their  maihe  j  and,  as  God  teftified 

*  PfcL  sxxix.  i.  f  ^rov-  **•  *3- 

Bh  ,  by 
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by  another  prophet, c  All  the  houfe  of  Ifrael  are  impu- 

*  dent  and  hard-hearted  V  God  hath  fo  formed  man, 
and  fo  clofely  conne&ed  his  foul  and  body,  that  the  one 
hath  a  reciprocal  influence  on  the  other;  in  confequence 
of  which,  the  various  affe&ions  and  paffions  of  the 
mind  feldom  fail  to  difcover  themfelves  in  the  face. 
Hence  the  common  expreflions  of  a  fad  and  joyful,  a 
proud  and  fierce  countenance.     Indeed  the  prevailing 
difpofnion  of  the  mind  is  often  confpicuous  in  the 
face:  if  it  is  envy  and  difcontent,  the  countenance  falls; 
if  meeknefc  and  modefty,  it  appears  ferene,  and  full  of 
complacence.    And  fuch  was  the  external  afpeft  of 
the  popple  to  whom  Ifaiah  delivered  this  prophecy, 
that  it  teftified  againft  them,  that  they  were  proud  and 
fel&conceited,  foolifh  and  extravagant  in  the  commif- 
iion  of  enormous  tranfgreffions.«— —And  they  declare 
their  fin  as  Sodw*  they  hide  it  not.     The  men  of  So- 
dom were  very  wicked,  and  finners  before  the  Lord 
exceedingly  \  their  fin  was  grievous,  and  the  cry  of 
it  reached  up  to  heaven*    They  committed  all  ma% 
ner  of  wickednefs  with  greedinefs;  and,  far  from 
concealing  it,  they  gloried  in  their  iniquity.    They 
did  not  declare  their  fins  like  thpfe  who  are  humbled 
for  them  before  God,  who  declare  them  that  they 
may  be  juftified ;  but  they  impudently  publifhed  them, 
counting  It  a  pleafure  to  riot  in  the  day,  and  finning 
openly  in  the  face  of  the  fun.    How  lamentable  the 
condition  of  Jerufalem,  the  city  of  the  great  King, 
when  (he  refembled  a  pljice  famous  for  wickednefs 
through  the  whole  earth !   To  fuch  a  dreadful  pitch 
of  impiety  had  the  men  of  Judah  arrived,  that  tl\e 
prophet  Jeremiah  enters  againft  them  this  bitter  com- 
plaint ;  '  Were  they  aihamed  when  they  had  commit- 
'  ted  abomination?  hay,  they  were  not  at  all  alhamed, 

*  neither  could  they  blufh  f .    Their  foreheads  were  as 

*  iron,  and  their  brows  brtfs  ;*  which  plainly  (hewed, 
that  they  were  loft  to  all  fenfe  of  the  evil  and  malig- 
nity of  fin,  as  is  here  intimated. 

•  E2ek.  iii.  7.  f  Jer..yi.  15. 

Wo 
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Wo  Unto  their  foul*  for  they  have  rewarded  evil  unto 
them/elves.  They  might  promife  themfelves  peace 
and  happinefs,  but  complicated  calamities,  and  inevi* 
table  deftru&ioh,  were  fuddenly  to  overwhelm  them  ; 
and  their  very  foul,  the  chief  fubjeft  of  happinefs  or 
mifery,  was  to  be  filled  with  forrow,  lamentation,  and 
wo,  and  covered  with  everlafting  fhame  and  con- 
tempt. This  mifery  and  wo  ftiould  be  greatly  aggra- 
vated, by  the  moving  confideration  that  they  had 
brought  it  upon  themfelves.  Their  own  evil-doings 
were  the  procuring  caufes  of  their  deftrudion,  and  the 
very  means  whereby  it  was  effe&uated.  In  the  words 
of  the  prophet  Jeremiah,  *  Their  way  and  their  doings 
*  procured  thefe  things  unto  themV  And  as  the 
prophet  Hofea  informed  them,  '  Thy  deftru&ion  is 
«  from  thyfelf  |/  The  men  of  Judah  might  foolifhly 
imagine,  that  it  proceeded  from  the  Mod  High ; 
from  the  wrath  and  rage,  the  malice  and  cruelty  of 
their  enemies,  or  the  treachery  and  negleft  of  their 
friends*  Ctod  therefore  informs  them,  that  their  de- 
ftruftion  and  mifery  did  not  originate  from  friends  or 
enemies,  nor  from  himfelf,  but  was  the  fruit  of  their 
own  wicked  ways,  whereby  they  rewarded  evil  to 
themfelves.— —We  are  apt  to  attribute  the  good  we 
enjoy  to  our  wifdom,  power,  and  good  conduft,  and 
thus  to  facrifice  to  our  own  nets :  we  are  prone  to 
afcribe  all  the  evil  we  fuffer  to  fome  foreign  caufe, 
and  thus  extenuate  our  own  guilt.  The  reverie  of 
this  is  the  truth,  as  is  plain  from  the  words  before 
us,  where  we  are  taught  to  charge  our  deftru&ion 
on  ourfelves,  to  whom  alone  it  is  owing.  Under  all 
the  evils  then  which  we  fuffer,  let  us  ever  recoiled, 
that  they  are  the  juft  rewards  of  our  evil-doings,  and 
the  bad  effe&s  of  our  tranfgreffions  againft  the  Lord, 

10  Say  ye  to  the  righteous,  that  itjballbe  well 
with  bim:  for  they  (hall  eat  the  fruit  of  their  do- 
ings. 

*  J<r.  iv.  i8«  \  Hofea  xiiL  9.  1 

Our 
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Our  prophet,  with  other  fervants  of  God,  are  here 
charged  to  announce  a  moft  comfortable  meffage  to 
his  upright  people,  expreffive  of  that  tender  affection, 
find  paternal  care,  which  the  Almighty  never  fails  to 
difeover  for  them  on  every  proper  occafion-— — 5ay 
ye  to  the  righteous,  not  to  thofe  who  are  righteous  in 
their  own  eyes,  or  who  appear  to  be  righteous  in 
the  view  of  others.  There  is  a  generation  who  are 
clean  in  their  own  eyes,  who  notwithftanding  are  an 
abomination  to  the  Lord ;  and  there  is  alfo  a  genera- 
tion who  have  made  clean  the  outfide  of  the  cup  and 
platter,  and  afTumed  a  fpecious  appearance  before 
men,  who  are  inwardly  full  of  all  manner  of  unrigh- 
teoufnefs. »  To  neither  of  thefe  clafies  of  people  ought 
the  fervants  of  God .  to  fay,  it  (hall  be  well ;  but  to 
thofe  who  are  righteous  indeed,  through  the  righ- 
teoufnefs  Qf  God,  which  is  by  faith  of  Jefus  Chrift,  # 
unto  all,  aftd  upon  all  them  that  believe,  in  virtue  d£ 
which  they  are  delivered  from  the  guilt  of  fin,  they 
enjoy  the  favour  of  God,  and  a  right  to  eternal  inhe- 
ritance. Their  fpirituaJ  diftempers  being  removed, 
they  are  reftored  to  the  proper  exercife  of  their  va* 
rious  powers  and  faculties,  which  they  employ  in  ferv- 
ittg  God  in  holinefs  and  righteoufnefs  before  him  all  . 
the  days  of  their  life,  yielding  their  members  as  in* 
ftruments  of  righteoufnefs  unto  God.  Their  minds 
are  furalflied  with  right  principles :  they  have  a  pure 
heart,  a  good  confeience,  and  faith  unfeigned.  Their 
e&ions  are  conducted  by  the  right  rule  of  God's  holy 
precepts,  and  the  fpotlefs  example  of  the  jufl  One  ; 
being  taught,  by  the  grace  of  God,  to  live  foberly, 
righteoufly,  and  godly  in  the  world.  In  few  words, 
they  walk  uprightly,  and  work  righteoufnefs,  and 
fpeak  the  truth  in  their  hearts.  He  that  doth  thefe 
things  fhall  never  be  moved.  Be  folicitous  to  attain 
this  defirable  chara&er,  which,  according  to  the 
ttlaxim  of  the  wife  man,  will  rendgr  you  more  excel- 
lent than  your  neighbours.— -To  perfons  of  this  de- 
fcription,  God  hath  directed  his  fervants  to  fay, 

It 
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It  Jhall  be  well  with  him.  It  muft  be  fow  All  the 
perfections  of  Jehovah'  (hall  be  employed  for  their  be* 
nefit :  his  irrefiftible  power  (hall  ftrengthen  and  pro- 
led  them ;  his  infinite  wifdom  ihall  inrcruft  and  guide 
them;  his  tender  mercy  fhall  pardon  and  uphold 
them ;  his  everlafting  faithfulnefs  (hall  be  their  ftueld 
and  buckler ;  his  boundlef?  grace  ihall  animate  and 
comfort,  and  his  glorious  all-fufficiency  ihall  enrich 
and  fatisfy  them.  All  the  exceeding  great  and  pre- 
cious promifes  of  the  gofpel  (hall  be  accompliihed  for 
their  happinefs :  in  which  are  contained,  mercy  to 
pardon,  grace  to  help,  confolation  to  fupport,  counfel 
to  dire& ;  the  divine  prefence  in  every  condition  % 
grace,  and  glory,  and  every  good  thing ;  and  the  re- 
viving affurajtce,  that  all  things  ihall  work  together 
for  their  good.  All  the  ineftimable  privileges  pecu- 
liar to  the  children  of  God  fhall  conftitute  their  fe- 
licity ;  fuch  *  as  union  with  Jefus  Ohrift,  in  whom 
dwells  all  the  treafures  of  wifdom  and  knowledge ; 
the  forgivenefs  of  fms,  through  him  who  died  for 
their  offences ;' reconciliation  to  God,  through  the 
death  of  his  Son  ;  the  protection  of  the  kind  provi- 
dence of  God ;  and  his  Holy  Spirit,  to  inftrud  and 
affift  then^in  all  things.  The  mod  ample  encourage- 
ments, prefented  in  the  word  of  God,  accompanied 
with  divine  power,  ihall  thoroughly  furniih  them  for 
the  performance  of  every  good  work.  There  they 
are  allured  of  gracious  afliftance,  and  acceptance 
through  Jefus  Chrift ;  that  their  prayers  ihall  afcend 
before  God  as  incenfe,  their  praifes  as  the  evening- 
facrifice;  that  their  charity  ihall  be  an  odour  of  a  fweet 
fmell ;  and  that  their  doing  good  is  well  pleafmg  in 
his  fight,  who.  will  mercifully  remember,  and  boun- 
tifully reward  all  their  labours  of  love*  Befides,  they 
entertain  the.  unqOt  certain,  glorious  profpeds,  that 
God  will  never  leave  nor  fbrfake  them ;  that  good- 
nefs  and  mercy  ihall  continually  attend  them;  and 
that,  in  due  time,  their  heaVenly  Father  will  conduct 
them  to  his  immediate  prefence  and  glory,  where  they 

-'    -  Ihall 
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fhall  for  ever  be  well  and  happy,  beyond  what  the 
moil  enlarged  heart  can  poflibly  conceive.-— -The 
reafon  of  this  declaration  is  fubjoined : 

For  the j  /hall  eat  the  fruit  of  their  own  doihgs. 
Similar  expreffions  are  often  ufed  in  fcripture,  to  fig. 
nify,  that  good  men  fhall  receive  a  reward  adequate  to 
their  works  of  righteoufnefs.  The  man  according  to 
God's  own  heart  affirms,  *  That  light  is  fown  for  the 

*  righteous,  and  gladnefs  f6r  the  upright  in  heart  *« 

*  Great  peace  (faith  he)  have  they  who  love  God's 
4  law,  and  nothing  fhall  offend  them  f .    In  keeping 

*  God's  true  and  righteous  judgments  there  is  a  great 

*  reward  J,'    God,  by  our  prophet,  declares,  *  The 

*  fruit  of  righteoufnefs  is  peace,  and  the  effett  there* 
4  of  quietnefs  and  aflurancc  forever  (.*  And  the 
Apoftle  Paul  lays  it  down  as  an  unqueftionable 
maxim,  that '  whatfoever  a  man  foweth,  that  (hall  he 
4  alfo  reap  §.'  Thefe,  and  other  fimilar  paffages  of 
fcripture,  inculcate  the  important  truth  contained,  in 
the  words  before  us,  and  give  the  moil  explicit 
aflUrance,  that  the  labour  of  the  righteous  fhall  not 
be  in  vain  in  the  Lord ;  and  that  all  the  difpenfations 
of  providence,  whatever  afpeft  they  may  bear  to 
human  view,  (hall  uniformly  tend  to  promote  their 
real  welfare.  The  fruit  of  their  affli&ion  fhall  be 
their  purification  and  improvement ;  the  fruit  of  theif 
profperity  fhall  elevate  their  hearts  in  the  good  ways 
of  the  Lord ;  the  fruit  of  their  reproach  fhall  be  the 
Spirit  of  God,  and  of  glory,  refting  upon  them ; 
the  fruit  of  their  having  nothing  fhall  be  that  they 
fhall  poffefs  all  things $  and  the  fruit  of  their  walking 
in  wifdom's  ways  fhall  be  pleafure  and  peace.  We 
appeal  to  the  generation  of  the  righteous  for  the  truth 
of  thefe  remarks  ;  which  fugged  to  you  the  moil  ani- 
mating motives  to  patient  continuance  in  well-doing ; 
of  which  we  entreat  ye  be  not  weary,  for  in  due  time 
ye  fhall  reap,  if  ye  faint  not. 

*  Pfal.  xcvii.  II.  f  Pfal.  cxix.  165.  %  P&L  xi%.  IX. 

1!  Ifaiah  x**ii.  17.  §  Gal.  vi.  7. 
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1 1  Wo  unto  the  wicked,  itjball  be  ill  with  him: 
for  the  reward  of  his  hands  (hall  be  given  him. 

This  alarming  declaration*  publilhed  againft  thofe  of 
an  oppolite  chara&er,  contains  the  counterpart  to  the 
meflage  delivered  in  the  foregoing  verfe.    ■     The  firft 
thing  which  demands  our  attention,  is,  the  character 
of  the  perfons  againft  whom  wo  and  mtfery  are  de- 
nounced.    The  word  tranflated  wicked >  fignifies  i/w- 
quiet ;  and  fo  emphatically  defcribes  the  temper  and. 
condition  of  the  ungodly  and  profane.     Unquiet  is 
their  name,  and  unquietnefs  is  with  them :  they  dif- 
turb  and  trouble  themfelves ;  and  often  vex  and  ha* 
rafs  others  to  the  utmoft  of  their  power.     Sin  not  only 
f  xifts  in  their  turbulent  difpofitions,  but  exercifes  u- 
furped  authority  over  them,  to  which  they  yield  not  a 
forced  and  involuntary  fubje&ion,  but  a  chofen  and 
willing  obedience.     Diftradted  by  various  contending 
paifions,  which  often  oppofe  one  another,  they  are 
agitated  like  the  troubled  fea,    which  cannot  reft, 
whofe  waters  call  forth  xhire  and  dirt.     Far  from 
complaining  of  their  tyrannical  authority  and  deftruc* 
tive  influence,  and  contending  with  them  as  their 
greateft  enemies,  they  readily  comply  with  their  de- 
mands, and  then  form  plaufible  excufes  to  juftify 
their  fooliih  conduft.    Though  often  wearied  m  the 
fervice  of  divers  lufts  and  pleasures,  they  induftrioufly 
proceed  to  offend  yet  more  and  more,  and  prefump- 
tuoufly  to  commit  all  manner  of  iniquity  with  greedi- 
nefs.     Indifferent  to  their  duty,  their  danger,  and 
their  intereft,  in  proud  contempt  of  God,  and  the 
facred  obligations  they  are  under  to  honour  and  obey 
him,  they  obftinately  perfift  in  executing  the  mifchie- 
vous  devices  they  have  imagined,  ruinous  to  them- 
felves, and  hurtful  to  fociety.     Such  are  the  petfons 
ggainft  whom  God,  by  the  prophet,  denounces  com- 
plicated mifery. 

Wo  unto  the  wicked j  itjhallbe  ill  with  him*    It  mull 
be  fo :  for  they  are  enemies  to  God  in  their  minds, 

and 
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and  by  wicked  works ;  by  nature*  the  children  of 
wrath  ;  by  pradice  the  children  of  difpbedience,  ths 
miferable  Oaves  of  Satan,  who  leads  them  captive  at 
his  pleafure.  They  lie  under  the  complicated  guilt 
of  all  their  multiplied  and  aggravated  tranfgreffions  ; 
for  each  of  which,  they  deferve  that  everlafting  de- 
ftru&ion,  of  which  they  are -in  continual  danger; 
having  no  fecurity  but  that  every  moment  they  may 
be  fummoned  to  appear  before  the  tribunal  of  God, 
where  they  (hall  be  adjudged  to  weeping,  wailing, 
and  gnafhmg  of  teeth,  in  that  place  where  the  worm 
dieth  not,  and  the  fire  is  not  quenched.  Slaves  to 
their  infatiable  appetites,  ever  craving,  but  never 
fatisfied,  they  feel  the  anguifh  which  ariies  from  dif. 
appointment,  refiftance,  and  denial,  and  the  mifery 
which  never  fails  to  attend  counteracting  the  influence; 
of  the  nobleft  powers  of  the  foul.  Befides,  they  are 
expofed  to  innumerable  calamities  of  various  kinds* 
which  may  fuddenly  blaft  their  reputation,  bereave 
them  of  health,  deprive  them  of.  the  delufive  peace 
(hey  enjoy,  and  plunge  them  into  that  endlefs  ruin 
which  they  little  dreaded.— —Say  thqn,  brethren^ 
16  it  not  ill  with  the  wicked  ?  Were  it  lawful  for  us 
to  wifh  the  worft  condition  poffible  to  our  bittereft 
enemies,  we  could  not  form  a  wifh  in  which  more 
mifery  is  comprehended  than  that  of  Job  ;  *  Let  them 
*  be  as  the  wicked  and  the  unrighteous  V  Men  of 
this  chafader  may  dream  of  peace  and  fafety ;  but 
the  word  of  God  cannot  be  broken,  which  faith,  There 
is  no  peace  to  the  wicked.  Would  to  God  that  fuch 
would  ferioufly  remember,  that  the  frequent  folemn 
warnings  they  now  receive  of  their  imminent  danger, 
if  negle&ed  and  defpifed,  will  at  laft  greatly  aggravate 
their  condemnation  and  mifery !  Attend  to  this  ye 
that  forget  God,  and  fay  in  your  heart,  God  hath 
forgotten.    The  reafon  of  this  declaration  is  added : 

#  Jgb  Xjvii.  7. 
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For  the  reward  of  his  hands  Jhall  be  given  him.  The 
punifhment  of  tranfgreffors  (hall  be  proportioned  to 
the  wickednefir  they  have  committed.     *  Upon  the 

*  wicked  God  (hall  rain  fnares,  fire  and  brimftone^ 

*  and  an  horrible  tempeft :  this  (hall  be  the  portion 

*  of  their  cup  *.  Thqjr  (hall  not  only  have  the  cup 
put  into  their  hands,  but  they  (hall  be  obliged  to  drink 
off  its  bittereft  dregs.  c  God  will  render  to  every  man 
4  according  to  his  work  f .'  Do  you  objeQ:  to  thefe, 
and  fimilar  paffages  of  fcripture,  tne  profperity  of  the 
wicked,  who  often  enjoy  moft  of  the  riches,  honours, 
and  pleafures  of  this  world,  and  poffefs  the  faireft  in- 
heritance upon  earth  ?  and  do  you  find  difficulty  in 
reconciling  the  propofition  before  us  with  vour  own 
obfervation.  The  profperity  of  the  wicked  does  not 
contradict  the  truth  under  confideration,  for  it  is 
truly  ill  with  a  wicked  man,  even  in  profperity :  it  de- 
ftroys  him,  it  hardens  his  heart,  it  adminifters  fewel 
to  his  lulls,  and  renders  calamities  more  terrible  when 
they' arrive.  To  fome  of  the  wicked  God  difpenfes-- 
the  good  things  of  this  life,  to  furnifh  them  for  ac- 
coznplifhing  the  purpofes  of  his  providence,  and  to  re* 
compenfe  tnem  for  performing  the  fervices  affigned 
them.  To  others,  they  are  given  to  difcover  what  is 
ki  their  hearts,  to  make  them  fenfible  of  the  iniquities 
which  predominate  there,  and  to  leave  them  wholly 
without  excufe  for  their  fins.  And  though  fome  of 
this  character  feem  exempted  from  many  of  the  ills 
denounced  againft  the  wicked,  and  do  not  appear  to 
receive  the  reward  of  their  hands,  yet  mifery  is  their 
juft  defert,  wrath  their  certain  portion,  their  increafe 
thall  go  into  captivity,  their  riches  fhall  flee  away, 
their  grandeur  (hall  be  brought  down,  their  beauty 
fhall  be  ftained,  their  reputation  blafled ;  fo  that  their 
fulnefs  fhall  be  converted  into  emptinefs,  and  all  their 
comforts  into  wo :  and,  at  the  final  judgment,  they 
ihall  be  ordered  to  depart  into  everlaiting  fire,  pre- 

*  Pfel.  xi.  6.  f  Rem.  ii.  6. 
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pared  for  the  devil  and  his  angels.-—'  Let  the 
4  wicked  forfake  his  way,  and  the  unrighteous  mast 
4  his  thoughts:  and  let  him  return  unto  the  Lord, 
'  and  he  will  have  mercy  upon  him,  and  to  our  God 
c  for  he  will  abundantly  pardon.  As  I  live,  faith  the 
- 4  Lord  God,  I  have  no  pleafure  in  the  death  of  the 
c  wicked,  but  that  the  wicked  turn  from  his  way,  and 
*  live*:  turn  ye,  turn  ye,  from  your  evil  ways;  for 
c  why  will  ye  die.  An  all-fuflicient  remedy  is  pro- 
vided for  your  relief,  in  the  mediation  of  Jefus 
Chrift,  whereby  you  may  obtain  pardon  of  fin,  peace 
with  God,  and  eternal  life.  Come  then  to  him  with- 
out delay,  that  you  may  enjoy  the  ineftimable  bleflings 
contained  in  his  promifes. 

1 2  H  As  for  my  people,  children  are  their  op- 
preffors,  and  women  rule  over  them :  O  my 
people,  they  which  lead  thee,  caufe  thee  to  err^ 
and  deftroy  the  way  of  thy  paths. 

A  {harp  reproof  is  here  adminiftered  to  the  rulers 
of  God's  people,  who  tvere  chiefly  culpable,  having 
greatly  contributed,  by  their  pernicious  influence,  and 
bad  example,  to  carry  forward  that  general  corruption 

which  pervaded  all  ranks  among  them. As  for  my 

people,  faith  God,  whom  I  have  created  for  myfelf, 
that  they  may  fhew  forth  my  praife ;  whom  I  have 
chofen  for  my  peculiar  treafuxe,  above  all  the  people 
on  the  face  of  the  earth ;  whom  I  have  redeemed  by 
a  ftrong  hand,  and  ftfetched-out  arm ;  for  whofe  ran- 
fom  I  gave  Egypt,  Ethiopia,  and  Sebah  ;*  to  whom  I 
have  given  ftatutes,  commatidments,  and  ordinances, 
prophets,  teachers,  and  guides,  to  inftruft  them  \  and 
who  have  been  the  obje&s  of  my  peculiar  affe&ion, 

and  diftinguifhing  care Children  are  their  opprejf* 

on,  or  as  the  word  fignifies,  rigorous  exaflers.  The 
governors  of  Judah  are  called  children,  to  intimate, 
that  they  were  weak,  imprudent,  and  unlkilful,  in  the 
management  of  the  public  affairs  with  which  they 

were 
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were  intruded.  Nor  did  they  a£t  the  part  of  mild 
and  eafy  magiftrates,  but  of  cruel  opprefTors,  who 
exerted  their  authority  with  rigour  and  feverity,  and 
exadted,  without  mercy  or  mitigation,  the  mod  griev- 
ous demands. And  women  rule  over  them.    The 

perfons  who  were  concerned  in  the  government  were 
foft  and  delicate  in  their  manners,  variable  and  in- 
conftant  in  their  purfuits,  timid  and  afraid  of  dangers, 
weak,  and  yet  violent  in  the  profecution  of  their  de* 
figns,  deftitute  of  firmnefs  and  fortitude  neceffary  to 
the  furmounting  of  thofe  difficulties  which  every  where 

occur. 0  my  people ',  they  who  lead  thee9  caufe  thee  to 

err.  The  word  rendered  lead,  fignifies  alfo  to  bleji  ; 
and  both  meanings  may  be  comprehended  in  the  cha- 
racter mentioned.  They,  whofe  office  it  was  to  (hew 
the  people  of  God  their  tranfgreflions,  to  make  known 
to  them  the  way  of  falvation,  and  to  go  before  them 
in  that  way,  fo  as  to  excite  them  by  their  influence  and 
example  to  walk  in  the  commandments  of  the- Lord ; 
they,  whofe  bufinefs  it  ought  to  have  been  to  blefs 
the  people  in  the  name  of  the  Lord,  and  to  befeech 
God  that  he  might  be  pleafed  effe&uaUy  to  blefs 
them,  inflead  or  faithfully  performing  the  duties 
of  their  function,  caufed  the  people  to  err*.  Men 
are  naturally  inclined  to  err,  prone  to  embrace  er* 
ror  rather  than  truth,  to  walk  in  crooked  ways  ra- 
ther than  in  the  onward  path  of  life.  The  taifery  of 
that  people  muft  be  truly  great,  whofe  teachers,  inftead 
of  correcting  their  errors,  and  conducing  them  in  the 
paths  of  righteoufnefs,  lead  them  aftray :  who,  inftead 
of  (hewing  them  their  fins,  encourage  them  in  their 
evil  ways  ;  faying,  Peace,  peace  to  them,  for  whom 
there  is  no  peace.— **-And  dejiroy  the  way  of  thy  paths* 
From  the  various  fenfes  of  the  word  tranflalted  dejiroy », 
which  fignifies  alfo  to  pervert  or/wallow,  we  may  col- 
lect the  import  of  the  charge  brought  againft  the  lead- 
ers of  the  people.  Thefe  teachers,  by  their  corrupt 
doctrines,  and  bad  examples,- perverted  the  light  ways 
of  the  Loyd,  in  which  they  ought  tp  have  conduced 

thofe 
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thofe  committed  to  their  care.  They  deftroyed  the 
key  of  knowledge,  neither  entering  into  t^e  way  of 
life  themfelves,  nor  fuffering  others  to  walk  in  it,  fo 
that  few  upright  fervants  of  God  could  be  feen  among 
them.  This,  in  fa&,  was  the  very  chara&er  of  the 
Jewifh  do&ors  about  the  time  of  the  Babylonifti  cap*-' 
tivity,  as  we  learn  from  the  mournful  complaints  of 
the  prophets ;  one  of  which  you  will  find  recorded, 

Ezek.  xiii.  from  the  beginning. Let  us  improve 

thefe  affe&iijg  reprefentations  of  the  deplorable  condi- 
tion of  God's  ancient  people,  for  exciting  us  to  thank* 
fulnefs  for  the  many  important  advantages  we  enjoy, 
and  a  dutiful  concern  to  profit  by  means  of  them. 

13  The  Lord  ftandeth  up  to   plead,   an4 
ftandeth  to  judge  the  people. 

In  thefe  words  the  Almighty  declares  hip  fixed 
purpofe  fpeedily  to  execute  righteous  judgment  upon 
nis  people.— ~— It  was  anciently  the  practice  among 
Eaftern  nations,  for  judges  to  fit  in  the  gates,  where 
they  determined  the  caufes  which  were  brought 
before  them  for  decifion;  and  then  the  parties,  or 
their  counfel,  flood  up  in  their  prefence,  In  refer- 
ence to  this  cuftom,  God  condefcends  to  declare, 
that  he  ftandeth  up  to  plead  his  righteous  caufe  againft 
the  rulers  of  his  people.  Such  is  his  admirable  grace, 
that  he  Slot  only  permits  men  to  plead  before  him, 
but  defcending  as  it  were  from  his  tribunal,  and 
fufpending  his  fovereign  rights,  he  offers  to  plead 
before  them,  to  account  for  his  condud,  and  fubmit 
himfelf  to  the  reafon  and  judgment  of  impartial  judges. 
The  Moft  High  appears  in  a  pofture  ready  to  enume- 
rate the  injuries  he  had  received,  to  bring  the  criminal 
conduft  of  the  rebellious  under  review,  and  moft  effec- 
tually to  plead  againft  them  with  his  great  power,  not 
only  by  the  words  of  his  mouth,  but  by  the  awful  ven* 
geance  of  his  providence*  In  this  manner  God  threat- 
ened he  would  plead  againft  Gog  and  Magog :  '  I  will 
*  plead  againft  him  with  peftilence  and  with  blood,  and 

•  I  will 
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*  I  will  rain  upon  him,  and  upon  his  bands,  and  upon 

*  the  many  pepple  that  are  with  him,  an  overflowing 

*  rain,  and  great  hailflones,  fire  and  brimftone  V  In 
thi*  fenfe  we  underftand  the  expreffion  before  us. 

And  Jlandeth  to  judge  the  people.  Though  God 
condefcends  to  plead,  he  ftill  a&s  in  the  character  of 
fupreme  Judge;'  and,. in  allufion  to  the,  prattice  of 
judges,  who  often  ftand  when  they  deliver  their  opi- 
nions, and  pronounce  their  decifions,  Jie  is  represent- 
ed (landing  m  the  congregation  of  the  mighty,  and 
judging  among  the  gods.  It  belongs  to  the  office  of 
a  judge  to  pronounce  fentence  on  the  criminal,  and 
to  take  care  that  the  fentence  be  duly  executed,  Ac* 
cordingiy  God,  the  Judge  of.  all,  hath  delivered  his 
unalterable  decifion  refpe&ing  men  of  every  charac- 
ter and  condition,  in  his  blefled  word,  which  he  ne- 
ver fails  to  carry  into  execution  in  the  courfe  of  his 
univerfal  providence.  Indeed  fentence  againft  an  evil 
work  is  oftejx  not  fpeedily  executed ;  fpace  is  given 
for  repentance:  but,  alas!  on  this  account  the  heart 
of  the  fons  of  men  is  fully  fet  in  them  to  do  evil. 
Though  for  wife  purpofes  it  may  be  long  delayed,  it 
is  always  executed  in  the  mod  proper  feafon,  when 
God  ftandeth  to  judge  the  people,  and  to  render  un- 
to them  according  to  their  works.  The  right  hand 
of  the  Lord  is  full  of  righteoufnefs :  what  he  hath 
promifed  fhall  certainly  be  performed,  and  what  he 
hath  threatened  fhall  as  certainly  be  infli&ed,  when 

he  arifeth  to  judgment, Behqld,  the  Judge  ftand- 

eth  before  the  door.  He  is  already  near,  and  he  will 
certainly  and  fuddenly  appear  to  execute  judgment, 
not  only  to  avenge  the  injuries  offered  to  his  people, 
but  to  punifli  them  for  their  tranfgreflions.  Let  us  be 
daily  looking  for,  and  hading  to  the  coming  of  the 
day  of  God,  knowing  that.it  will  come  fuddenly  and 
unexpe&ediy  as  a  thief  in  the  night;  then  we  mult  all 
(land  before  his  judgment-feat,  and  receive  according 
to  our  deeds. 

*  Ezek.  xxwii.  22. 

14.  The 
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14  The  Lord  will  enter  into  judgment  with 
the  ancients  of  his*  people,  and  the  princes  there-? 
of:  for  ye  have  eaten  ifp  the  vineyard;  the  fpoil 
of  the  poor  is  in  your  houfes. 

In  this,  and  the  following  v'erfe,^  the  ground  of 
God's  controverfy  with  the  rulers  of  his  people  .is 
defcribed.  One  perfon  is  faid  to  enter  Into  judgment 
with  another,  when  a  procefs  at  law  is  commenced, 
a  libel  is  drawn  up  by  one  party  ^gairift  the  other, 
who  is  ferved,  at  the  inft&nce  of  the  former,  with  an 
indi&ment,  and  proper  evidences  are  fummoned  to 
prove  the  matters  alledged.  In  reference  to  this 
practice,  Gofl  is  faicl  to  enter  into  judgment  with 
men,  when,  by  his  providential  dlfpenfations,  he 
takes  the  neceffary  fteps  for  executing  deferved  pu- 
niflunent  on  men  for  their  tranfgreffions.  Deeply 
afFe&ed  with  awful  views  of  divine  vengeance,  David 
earneftly  fupplicates,  that  God  would  not  enter  into 
judgment  with  him  *.  ■  The  perfons  with  whom 
God  would  enter  into  judgment,  were  the  ancient? 
of  his  people,  and  the  princes  thereof  The  fqrmet 
might  denote  the  elders,  and  perfons  of  age  and  ex- 
perience, who  held  offices  of  truft  and*  influence  in 
the  church  ;  and  by  the  latter  might  be  meant,  men 
of  high  rank,  great  reputation,  vaft  opulence,  and 
extenfive  power  in  the  Hate,  Thefe  were  the  men 
who  caufed  the  people  to  err,  and  grievoufly  oppreflk 
cd  them ;  with  whtm,  therefore,  God  was  highly 
difpleafed.  No  condition  however  elevated,  no  fta- 
tion  however  diftinguifhed,  cgin  exempt  from  divine 
judgments  thofe  who  are  leaders  in  tranfgrefllon,  wha 
ought  to  lay  their  account  with  the  punifhmeht  th/y 

have  merited. The  firft  article  mentioned  in  the 

charge,  is,  Ye  have  eaten  up  the  vineyards.  The  land: 
of  Canaan  was  remarkable  for  the  fertility  of  its  foilj 
the  great  increafe  which  it  yielded,  the  excellent  vine- 

*  Pfal.  cxliii.  2. 

yards 
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yards  with  which  it  abounded,  and  the  rich  wine  it 
produced.  Vineyards  were  fo  common,  that  they 
were  not  peculiar  to  the  rich  and  great,  but- often 
were  poffefled  by  lower  claiTes  of  the.  people.  Naboth 
had  a  vineyard  that  was  coveted  by  his  prince  :  •  and 
fuch  was  the  avarice  and  opprefiion  of  the  elders  and 
princes  of  Judah,  at  the  time  referred  to,  that  they 
carried  away  the  fruit  of  the  vineyards  which  belong- 
ed to  the  poorer  fort  of  people,  and  converted  the 
property  of  the  indigent  into  fewel  to  their  luxury 
and  pride.  It  deferves  to  be  remarked,  that  the  word 
tranilated  eaten  up9  figriifies  alfo  burnt,  as  it  is  ren- 
dered in  the  margent  of  fome  Bibles :  and  in  this  fenfe 
the  charge  becomes  dill  heavier ;  importing,  that  fuch 
was  the  cruelty  and  violence  of  the  ancients  and  the; 
princes,  that  they  not  only  eat  the  fruit  of  the  vine- 
yards belonging  to  the  poor,  but  they  afterward  burnt 
and  deflroyed  the  vineyards  themfelves. 

And  the  fpoil  of  the  poor  is  in  your  boufes.  They 
had  enriched  themfelves  by  rapine  and  plunder,  and 
laid  up  in  {lore  in  their  houfes  the  fpoil  they  had  col-* 
lected.  We  may- naturally  fuppofe,  that  the  elders 
and  princes  did  not  confine  their  avaricious,  oppref- 
five  practices  to  the  fruits  of  the  vineyards,  but  all  the 
other  poffeflions  of  the  poor  would  doubtlefs  fhare  the 
fame  fate.  The  righteous  Lord,  who  defends  the 
caufe  of  the  poor  and  fatherlefs,  was  the  conftant  wit- 
nefs  of  all  their  injurious  conduct,  on  account  of 
which  he  threatens  to  execute  upon  them  deferved 

judgment, Let  us  beware  then  of  injuring  any  man, 

particularly  the  poor,  who  are  mod  eafily,  and  there- 
fore mod  commonly  oppreffed,  afluredly  knowing 
that  God  will  certainly  puniih  fuch  notorious  tranf- 
greflions. 

ijf  What  mean  ye  that  ye  beat  my  people  to 

pieces,  and  grind  the  faces  of  the  poor?  faith 

the  Lord  God  of  hofts. 

The 
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.  Thef  Mod  High  warmly  expo  ft  u  laces  with  the  ru- 
lers of  hifc  people  refpe&ing  their  injuftice  and  oppref- 
fion*' What  is  your  delign  in  committing  luch  a$- 
trociobs  wickednefe,  without  the  lead  colour  of  reafoit 
or  juftice  ?  Have  you  any  plaufible  pretext  whereby 
you  pretend  to  vindicate  your  cruel  condu&,  which  is 
totally  inconfiftent  with  the  di&ates  of  humanity  and 
equity?  Say,  what  mean  ye,  that  ye  beat  my  people  to 
pieces  ?  They  are  not  your  people,  but  mine,  whom  I 
created  by  my  power,  whom  I  formed:  for-my  glory, 
and  redeemed  for  my  praife.  Though  I  allowed  you  to 
rule  over  them,  they  are  the  offspring  of  my  goodnefs; 
the  workmanfhip  of  my  hands,  and  the  objects  of  my 
didinguiihing  care.  Rebellious  as  they  have  been, 
and  fmful  as  they  are,  I  will  not  permit  them  to  be 
abufed  or  trampled  upon  with  impunity .  Why  then  dq 
you  trdad  them  under  foot,  like  the  mire  of  the  ftreets ; 
and,  through  your  intolerable  pride  and  felf-conceit, 
treat  them  witn  the  ucmoft  feverity  and  contempt* — 
And  grind  the  faces  of  the  poor.  By  various  a£ts  of 
tyranny  and  oppreffion,  you  reduce  the  poor  not  only 
to  a  ftate  of  abjeft  poverty,  but  of  ignominious  fer- 
vitude,  in  which  their  fptrits  are  vexed,  and  their 
deje&ion  and  anguifh  of  mind  is  vifible  in  their  coun- 
tenances. Of  all  this  accumulated  diftrefs,  which  you 
ought  to  have  prevented  or  alleviated1,  you  are  the  un- 
worthy authors,— —This  heavy  charge  is  authenti- 
cated by  thefe  folemn  words ;  Saitb  the  Lord  cfhojts? 
the  almighty  God,  who  keepeth  truth  for  ever,  who 
executeth  judgment  for  the  oppre fifed,  who  giveth  food 
to  the  hungry,  and  loofeth  the  prifoners.— Such 
conduct  toward  the  poor,  I  hope,  my  brethren,  you 
heartily  deteft,  as  difcovering  a  mean  and  fordid  fpnit, 
a  cruel  and  inhuman  temper,  and  a  culpable  con- 
tempt of  thofe  whom  we  ought  to  compaffionate  and 
relieve.  If  it  is  finful  to.  difrcgard  the  neceffities  of 
the  poor,  how  odious  and  wicked  a  part  do  they  aft, 
who  bring  men  into  poverty,  s^id  then  diftrefc  them  I 
Oppreffion  is  an  enormous  crime  in  all  who  are  guilty 

of 
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of  it',  but  efpecially  when  committed  by  thofe  who 
ought  to  be  the  guardians  and  prote&ors  of  the  weak 
and  the  injured. 

1 6  %  Moreover,  the  Lord  faith,  Becaufe  the 
daughters  of  Zion  are  haughty,  and  walk  with 
ftretched-forth  necks,  and  wanton  eyes',  walk- 
ing, and  mincing  as  they  go,  and  making  a 
tinkling  with  their  feet. 

r 

In  this,  and  the  following  verfes,  the  prophet  de* 
Jivers  the  meffage  he  had  received  from  God  to  the 
Hebrew  women,  wherein  he  fpecifies  many  inftances 
of  their  foolifti  pride  and  extravagance,  on  account 
of  which  feveral  fever e.  jddgments  are  denounced 
again  ft  them.— —Moreover,  the  Lord  faith.  The 
perfons  to  whom  he  conveyed  this  information  might 
have  been  apt  to  cenfure  the  freedom  he  ufed  upon 
this  occafion,  and  therefore  he  introduces  the  fubjeft 
by  opening  his  commiffion,  and  acquainting  them, 
that  he  had  authority  from  God  for  what  he  was 
about  to  deliver.—— Becaufe  the  daughters  of  Zion  are 
haughty.  Zion,  you  know,  was  the  mountain  on 
which  ftood  the  city  and  palace  of  the  kings  of  Ifrael; 
and  the  temple  of  the  Lord,'  in  which  were  performed 
the  folemn  exercifes  of  his  worfhip*  The  daughters 
of  Zion  were  the  female  fex,  who  coHettfed  th<? 
fpoils  of  the  common  people,  and  indulged  therr£ 
fehres  m  the  pride  and  profufion  after  mentioned) 
who  might  be  thus  defcribed>,  to  remind  them  of 
theinconfiftency  of  their  charafter  aiid^ondttft,  who, 
inftead  of  following  vain  fafliiofts,'  ought 'to  have 
dreffed  themfelves  as  becometh  women  profeffing 

godlinefs. The  complaint  brought  agSihft  them 

was,  that  they  were  haughty  and '  proud ;  arid  that 
their  haughtinefs  difcovered  itfelf  in'theit^hole  man- 
ner, in  their  various  geftures,  in  their  fevferat  motions', 
and  in  all  thefr  appearances.  The  length  *  of  their 
nec^s.  the  wantonnefs  of  their  eyes,  the  movements 

Dd  of 
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of  their  feet,  on  which  they  wore  chains  or  rings, 
tohich  made  a  tinkling  found  as  they  walked,  all 
fhewed  that  their  chief  bufifcefs  was  to  make  p.  fine 
appearance,  that  they  might  attraft  attention  and  ad- 
miration. Thefe  affefted  ornaments  were  in  themfelves 
ufelefs,and  highly  ofienfive  to  God,  being  proofs  of 
hateful  vanity  and  extravagance. 

17  Therefore  the  Lord  will  fmite  with  a  fcab 
the  crown  of  the  head  of  the  daughters  of  Zion, 
and  the  Lord  will  difcover  their  fecret  parts. 

The  almighty  God  here  declares,  that  he  would 
punifti  thefe  daughters  of  Zioa  in  a  manner  fuited  to 
the  crimes  they  comnrited,  by  removing  their  feu 
vourite  obje&s,  and  expofmg  them  to  poverty,  frame, 
and-  contempt.  Their  heads,  which  they  were  ac- 
cuflomed  to  drefs  at  much  expence,  with  great  atten- 
tion and  elegance,  and  to  adorn  with  various  orna- 
ments, of  which  they  were  extremely  fond,  God 
threatens  to  fmite  with  a  difeafe,  which  mull  have 
proved  a  very  grievous  calamity.,  efpecially  to  per- 
ions  of  the  above  description.  *  Thus  the  Moft  High, 
who  hateth  the  proud,  wounded  the  head  of  thofe  who 
Went  on  in  their  trefpaffes,  at  the  time  they  were  led 
captive  by  their  enemies  into  a  foreign  land.— At 
the  fame  period,  the  latter  part  of  this  verfe  was  like- 
wife  verified.  It  was  anciently  the  barbarous  cuftom 
of  conquerors  to  ftrip  their  captives  naked,  to  ex- 
pofe  them  to  the  inclemency  of  the  weather,  and 
the  intolerable  heat  of  the  fun  ia  warm  climates. 
This,  to  women  who  had  indulged  themfelves  in 
the  elegancies  of  life,  and  fuperfluuies  of  drefs,  mu£jt 
have  been  a  heavy  calamity,  and  diftrelEng  in  the 
extreme.  Such  was  the  punifliment  God  threatened 
40  inflifit  ppon  the  delicate  daughters  of  Zion,  for 
their  pride  and  h^ughtinefs ;  of  which  they  had  woful 
experience  at  the  Babyloniih  captivity. 

18  la 
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r  8  In  that  day  the  Lord  will  take  away  the 
bravery  of  their  tinkling  ornaments  about  their 
feet%  and  their  cauls,  and  their  round  tires  like 
the  moon, 

19  The  chains,  and  the  bracelets,  and  thq 
mufflers, 

20  The  bonnets,  and  the  ornaments  of  thq 
legs,  and  the  head-bands,  and  the  tablets,  and 
the  ear-rings. 

2 1  The  rings,  and  nofe-jewels^ 

22  The  changeable  fuits  of  apparel,  and  the 
mantles,  and  the  wimples,  and  the  crifping-pins, 

23  The  glades,  and  the  fine  linen,  and  the 
hoods,  and  the  vails. 

« 

Suffice  it  for  us  to  have  read  over  this  inventory  of 
the  Hebrew  womens  drefs,  of  which  God  threatened 
to  deprive  them.  The  antiquity  and  variety  of  thefe 
ornaments  render  our  acquaintance  with  them  very 
imperfeft  ;  and  to  endeavour  to  defcribe  them  would 
rather  ferve  to  gratify  vain  curiofity,  and  to  amufe  an 
idle  fancy,  than  to  convey  ufeful  inftru&ion  and  im- 
provement to  the  heart.  I  beg  leavey  therefore,  to 
pafs  them  over  in  filence,  after  I  have  made  two  or 
three  fhort  remarks. The  names  of  the  feveral  ar- 
ticles here  mentioned,  not  occurring  in  any  other 
paflage  of  fcripture,  interpreters  have  been  diffi^ulted 
how  to  tranflate  them,  and  to  afcertain  with  precifion 
what  was  the  particular  thing  fienified  by  each  de~ 
fcription.  Nor  does  this  afford  juft  ground  of  fur- 
prife,  when  we  confider  the  frequent  alterations  of 
fafhions,  and  that  the  names  of  particular  pieces  of 
drefs  are  continually  varying. Though  God  threat- 
ened to  take  away  from  the  daughters  of  Zion  the  or- 
naments here  enumerated,  we  ought  not  from  hence 
to  conclude,  that  the  wearing  of  them  is  unlawful  to 
perfons  of  high  flation,  and  confiderable  affluence. 

The 
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The  extravagant  ufe  of  them  is  doubtlefs  condemned 
by  thfe  threatening  before  us ;  and  the  abufe  of  them* 
to  the  bad  purpqfes  of  gratifying  pride,  vanity,  and 
levity,  is  reprefefited  in  a  very1  ftrong  light,  demand- 
ing our  ferious  attention. A  difference  in  drefe 

ought  certainly  to  take  place  among  the  feveral  claffes 
of  mankind,  and  this  difference  ought  to  befomewhat 
proportioned  to  their  various  circumftances  and  con- 
ditions in  life.  .  Peqple  of  every  rank  fhould  remem- 
ber, that  they  ought  not  to  allow  the  expence  laid 
out  in  purchasing  articles  like  thofe  above  mentioned, 
to  encroach  on  what  thfty  fhould  appropriate  to  more 
important  purpofes?  and  the  affiftance  of  the  poor;  nor 
to  allow  the  time  of  dreffing  with  fuch  ornaments,  to 
intrench  upon  that  which  ought  to  be  devoted  to  the 
far  more  noble  defigns  of  cultivating  the  heart,  and 
beautifying  the  mind.  We  fuppofe,  grofs  inatten- 
tion to  thefe  material  circumftances  to  have  been  one 
reafon,  why  the  divine  difpleafure  difcovered  itfelf  in 
the  manner  here  foretold ;  and  recorded  for  our  ad- 
monition j  upon  whom 'are  come  the  ends  of  the  world* 

24  And  it  fhall  come  to  pafs,  that  in  ftead  of 
fweet  fmell,  there  fhall  be  (link  \  and  in  ftead  of 
a  girdle,  a  rent;  and  in  ftead  of  well-  fet  hair, 
baldnefs  ;  and  in  ftead  of  a  ftomacher,  a  girding 

of  fackcloth  ;  and  burning  in  ftead  of  beauty, 

« 

In  thefe  words  the  prophet  defcribes  farther  cala- 
mities which  God  would  inflift  upon  the  haughty 

daughters  of  Zion. They  had  been  accuftomed  to 

ufe  perfumes,  of  which  they  had  no  doubt  great  abun- 
dance and  variety  in  thofe  warm  Eaflern  countries  : 
hence  frequent  mention  is  made  of  them  in  the  Song  of 
Songs.  Inftead  of  the  fine  agreeable  flavour  of  fweet 
perfumes,  to  which .  for  long  time  they  had  been 
inured,  the  Hebrew  ladies  were  to  be  punifhed  in  a 
manner  moft  mortifying  to  their  delicacy,  by  a  dis- 
agreeable flench,  arifing  from  ioathfome  difeafes,  and 

the 
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the  taediciiies  they  fhould  be  ob$ge.d  to  ufe  jn,  ^eftxtsr 
to  mitigate  and.removc  thew.  foftead  ofembroid^^ 
ed  girdles,  £ne-drefTed  hair,  ornamented  ftomachers, 
and  admired  beauty,  their  clothe^  fhoul4  be  reni:, 
their  heads  .fhould  be..baidt.thw  lqins.  girdetf  with 
fackcloth,  and  their  fkin  fun-burnt^  through  the  in* 
tenfe  heat  to  which  they  fhould  be  expofed.  In  few 
words,  their  condition  was  to  be  totally  rtverfedf  in 
room  of  all  their  delicacies*  of  which  they  were  to  be 
deprived,  they  were  to  be  expofed  to  innumerable 
hard/hips,  in  fo  much  that  all  might  fet  their  fm  in 
their  punilhmeat.— - This  is  one  of  thofe  things,  my 
friends,  which  happened  for  our  enfample,  and  is  writ* 
ten  for  our  inftrudion.  Let  all,  especially  the  female 
fex,  who  are  in  opulence  and  higher  rank,  be  admo* 
nifhed  of  the  danger  of  fpendifog  their  fmopey  on  fri- 
volous articles,  of  drefs,  and  occupying  their  time  in 
a  ftudious  attention  to  the  nicetiel  of  fafhion,  left,  par- 
taking with  the  Hebrew. ladies  in  their  fin,  they  Owe 
jdfo  in  their  puniihment. 

25  Thy  men  (hall  fall  by  the  fword,  and  thy 
mighty  in  the  war. 

« 

This  verfe  mention?  another  dreadful  calamity 
which  was  to  befall  the  daughters  of  Zion,  or  rather 
Zion  itfelf,  the  form  0/  addrefe  being  changed  from 
the  plural  to  the  Angular  number.— —She  was  to  expe- 
rience the  direful  effects  of  war,  in  the  deftru&ioft  of 
her  nobles  and  mighty  men,  who  were  her  ftrength 
and  her  glory.  The  fword  here  intended,  was  that 
of  Nebuchadnezzar,  king  of  Babylon,  whereby  the 
land  of  Judah  was  laid  wafte  from  the  one  end  to  the 
other,  and  its  inhabitants  deftroyed.  The  fword  of 
that  powerful  monarch  made  no  diftin&ion  of, per  ions  i 
it  reached  not  only  to  the  people,  but  to  all  the 
princes  of  Ifrael,  the  moil  honourable,  and  the  moft 
powerful  not  excepted.     The  fons  of  Zedekiah  were 

flain  before  his  eyes :  the.  princes,  the  nobles,  and  the 

mighty 
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mighty  men,  as  well  as  the  common  foldiers,  fell  iii 
battle,  through  the  rage  and  power  of  the  enemy,  whd 
fpared  neither  the  grtat  nor  the  mighty ;  fo  univer* 
fal  waft  the  judgnjent  God  executed  upon  the  Jewift 
nation,  according  to  the  predictions  we  have  been 
considering.    . 

±6  And  her  gates  (hall  lament  and  mourn, 
and  fhe  being  defolate,  fhall  fit  upon  the  ground. 

Zion  is  here  reprefented  as  a  defolate  widow, 
mourning  over  her  deftitute  condition— —Mourning 
is  afcribed  to  her  gates,  which  were  the  chief  places 
of  concourfe,  and  thronged  by  the  multitudes,  which 
were  going  into,  and  returning  from  the  city.  Thither 
men,  women,  and  children  reforted,  according  to 
divine  command,  that  they  might  hear,  and  learn  to 
fear  the  Lord  their  God,  and  obferve  to  do  all  the 
words  of  his  law.  There  fat  the  judges,  who  deter- 
mined  the  caufes, which  were  brought  before  them  for 
decifion  by  the  people.  Few  now  remained  to  fre- 
quent thefe  gates ; .  and  thefe  few  fhontd  bitterly  la- 
ment the  deplorable  condition  to  which  they  were  re- 
duced by  the  calamities  of  war,  which  had  laid  wade  . 
both  city  and  country.  ■  In  thefe  defolate  circum- 
fiatices/fhejhalljit  upon  the  ground,  which  was  a  pofture 
that  fignified  forrow,  and  deep  diftrefs.  In  this  penfive 
manner  the  royal  pfalmifl  defcribcs  the  Jews  lamenting 
their  captivity ;  c  By  the  rivers  of  Babylon,  there  we  fyt 

*  down,  yea,  we  wept,  when  we  remembered  Zion  •/ 
And  thofe  who  were  left  behind  in  the  gates  of  Zion, 
Were  likewife  to  bewail  their  mifery;  of  which  the 
prophet  Jeremiah  hath  given  this  moving  reprefenta- 
tion ;  c  Her  gates  are  funk  into  the  ground ;  he  hath 

*  destroyed  and  broken  her  bars  ;  her  king  and  her 

*  princes  are  among  the  Gentiles ;  the  law  is  no  more, 
'  her  prophets  alfo  find  no  vifion  from  the  Lord.   The 

*  PfaL  cxxxvii.  i. 

*  elders 
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4  elders  of  the  daughter  of  Zion  (it  upon  the  ground, 
c  and  keep  filence :  they  have  xaft  up  duft  upon  their 

*  heads ;  they  have  girded  themfelves  with  lackcloth; 
'  the  virgins  of  Jerusalem  hang  down  their  heads  tp 
€  the  ground.  Mine  eyes  ,  do  fail  with  tears  j  my 
€  bowels  are  troubled ;  my  liver  is  ppured  upon  the 
'  earth,  for  the  deftruSion  of  the  daughter  of  my 

*  people*.  O  Lord,  true  and  rigfytedus  ate  thy 
(  judgments.  My  flefli  trembleth  for  fear  of  tfiee,  aijd  1 
'  am  afraid  of  thy  judgments/ 

*  Lam.  ii.  p,  io7  ix. 
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^FkELMINARX  OBSERVATIONS. 


I) 


StJCH  is  the  wickednefs  of  mankind,  and  the  ex* 
tjepj£  difficulty  of  reclaiming  them  from  ertror  and 
firi,  that  a  confederals  part  of  revelation  is  employed 
in,  flawing  finners  theft  tranfgreflion$,  add  in  warning 
them  of  their  clanger.  Such  is  the  infinite  goodnefs^ 
arid  artiiable  compaflion  of  God,  who  delights  in  exer* 
cifing  loving-kindnefs  and  tender  mercy  oil  the  e&rth, 
that,  having  reproved  and  threatened  the  workers  of 
iniquity,  he  never  'fails  to  fpeak  comfortably  to  his 
peculiar  people,  and  to  animate  them  by  the  mod  pre- 
cious promifes.  In  the  midft  of  deferved  wrath  God 
always  remembers  mercy ;  and  having  denounced 
the  mod  awful  threatenings  againft  tranfgreiTors,  he 
follows  them  with  reviving  profpe&s,  to  refrefli  the 
difconfolate  minds  of  his  faithful  fervants.  This  ob- 
vious remark  is  verified  in  the  prophetical  difcourfe 
before  us,  where  the  infpired  writer  pafles'from  the 
many  calamities  he  had  been  reprefentmg,  to  defcribe 
the  moft  fubftantial  bleflings  to  be  enjoyed  by  the 

Eeople  of  God,  after  the  judgments  above  mentioned 
ad  been  executed.  The  magnificent  appearance  of  an 
illuftrious  perfon  is  here  foretold,  under  whofe  benign 
influence  the  church  of  God  was  to  fhine  forth  in  the 
beauties  of  holinefs,  and  to  enjoy  the  agreeable  cars, 
and  protedion  of  divine  providence. 

•  !    + 


CHAP.    IV. 

AND  in  that  day  feven  women  fhall  take 
-^^  hold  of  one  man,  faying,  We  will  eat  our 
own  bread,  and  wear  our  chvn  apparel :  only 
let  us  be  called  by  thy  name,  to  take  away  our 
reproacht 

The 
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The  divifion  of  the  fcriptures  into  chapters  hath 
been  made  very  injudicioufly  in  fome  places,  and  in 
fuch  a  manner  as  fometimes  interrupts  the  fenfe  of 
feveral  pafTages  both  of  the  Old  and  New  Teftament. 
A  ftriking  inftance  of  the  truth  of  this  remark,  \yhich 
hath  been  often  repeated,  lies  now  before  us.  Our 
prophet's  dilcourfe  is  broken  off  almoft  in  the  middle 
of  a  fentence,  by  feparating  this  verfe  from  the  pre- 
ceding chapter,  with  which  it  is  intimately  connected. 
The  difmal  confequences  of  what  is  there  related,  are 
here  defer ibad ;  namely,  the  great  fcarcity  of  men, 
becafioned  by  the  vaft  numbers  who  h^d  been  flain  in 
battle.  At  the  period  to  which  this  predi&ion  refers, 
the  difproportion  of  the  males  to  the  females  muft  have 
been  very  confiderable*  when  feven  of  the  latter  fhould 
take  hold  on  one  of  the  former  fex*  and,  laying  afide 
their  natural  modefty*  fhould  addrefs  themfelves  to  the 
men  with  the  mod  preffing  importunity,  in  order  to 
obtain  their  confent  to  marry  them;  and,  difregarding 
the  fufpicions  arifing  from  jealoufy,  declare  they  would 
be  content  with  a  (hare  in  the  rights  of  marriage.' 

We  will  eat  our  own  bread,  and  wear  our  owri  ap- 
parel. The  warm  folicitations  of  the  women  pro- 
ceeded not  fo  much  from  a  love  of  eafe  and  pleafure, 
enjoyed  in  the  marriage-relation,  or  a  defire  of  parti* 
cipating  in  the  advantages  refulting  from  it,  as  from  a 
folicitude  to  fhare  in  the  honour  refulting  from  that 
connection.  They  were  willing  to  renounce  all  claim 
to  food  and  raiment,  which  married  women  com- 
monly make  on  their  hufbands,  and  to  provide  for 
themfelves  according  to  their  ability.—— -Only  let 
us  be  called  by  thy  name.  A  perfon  is  called  by  the 
name  of  another,  that  he  may  be  diftinguifhed  from 
others,  by  the  connexion  in  which  he  (lands  to  him 
whofe  name  he  bears:  thus  David  is  called  the  fon 
of  Jeffe ;  Sarah,  the  wife  of  Abraham ;  and  in  this 
fenfe  the  women  here  mentioned,  were  defirous  to 
be  known  by  their  relation  to  their  common  huf- 
band.— ~-To  take  away  our  reproach.    As  it  has  al- 

E  e  ways 
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Ways  been  reckoned  honourable  for  a  woman  to  be 
defired  and  loved  by  the  men,  fo  to  be  negled* 
ed  and  overlooked  hath  been  ever  efteemed  a  dif* 
honour  and  a  reproach.  It  muft  be  fo ;  for  by  the 
law  of  nature,  and  by  divine  constitution,  the  man  is 
the  covering  and  honour  of  the  womah  with  whom  he 
is  conne&ed,  and  by  whom  (he  hopes  to  fee  her  own 
offspring,  whom  (he  confiders  as  her  greateft  treafure. 
The  celibacy  of  young  women,  therefore,  is  clafled, 
by  Afaph,  among  the  calamities  which  befell  the 
people  of  Ifrael :  '  Their  maids  were  not  given  fn 
*  marriage  V  Such  was  the  deplorable  condition  of 
ludah,  alter  the  terrible  Daughter  made  among  them 
by  die  Afiyrians,  as  appears  from  what  is  recorded, 
2  Chron.  xxxvi.  17.  where  we  read, c  That  the  king 
'  of  the  Chaldees  flew  their  young  men  with  the 
'  fword,  in  the  houfe  of  their  fan&yary,  and  had  no 
'  compaflion  upon  young  man  or  maiden,  old  man, 
'  or  him  that  (looped  for  age.'  On  this  account  the 
virgins  of  Jerufalem  are  defcribed,  by  the  prophet  Je- 
remiah, as  hanging  down  their  heads  to  the -ground 

with  forrowf Let  us  then,  my  friends,  adore  the 

infinite  wifdom  and  goodnefs  of  God,  who,  in  his  kind 
providence,  commonly  proportions  the  number  of 
males  and  females,  fo  that,  as  he  himfelf  dire&s,  every 
man  may  have  his  own  wife,  and  every  woman  her 
own  humand.  And  when  we  hear  of  the  dreadful 
delegations  made  upon  mankind  by  the  fword,  and 
their  lamentable  confequences,  let  us  cautioufly  avoid 
thofe  tranfgreffions  which  expofe  to  fuch  awful  judg* 
tnents,  and  endeavour  to  be  thankful  to  God  for  the 
ineflimable  bleffings  of  peace. 

2  In  that  day  fhall  the  Branch  of  the  Lord 
be  beautiful  and  glorious,  and  the  fruit  of  the 
earth  Jhall  be  excellent  and  comely  for  them  that 
are  efcaped  of  Ifrael. 

*  Pit!,  lxxviii.  6*.  f  Lam.  it.  10. 
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In  that  day.  This  expreflion  moil  not  be  inter* 
preted  here  in  its  ftriS  and  literal  fignification,  but 
in  its  enlarged  and  more  extenfive  meaning;  in 
which  fenfe  it  is  often  ufed  in  prophetic  language. 
Thus  in  Hofea  ii.  15.  where  God  fpeaks  comfortably 
to  Ifrael,  he  promifes, c  to  give  her,  her  vineyards  from 
€  thence,  and  the  valley  of  Achor  for  a  door  of  hope, 
'  and  fhe  fhall  fing  there,  as  in  the  days  of  her  youth, 

*  and  as  in  the  day  when  (he  came  up  out  of  the 

*  land  of  Egypt/  The  Hebrew  words,  as  fome 
writers  have  obferved,  may  be  tranilated  after  that 
time,  which  feems  to  be  the  true  meaning  of  the  ex* 
predion.  The  prophet  does  not  foretel  what  (hould 
come  to  paft  immediately  after  the  return  of  lfraet 
from  captivity;  but  pafling  over  in  (ilence  interme- 
diate events,  and  looking  forward  by  the  fpirit  of 
prophecy,  he  is  enabled  to  defcribe  the  felicity  of  the 
people  of  God  in  the  time  of  the  Mefliah;  though,  at 
firft  view,  he  may  appear  to  treat  only  of  Zerubbabel, 
who  typified  our  Saviour  in  fome  refpe&s. 

The  branch  of  the  Lord,  is  a  figurative  description 
of  the  great  Mefliah,  whom  the  prophet  Zechariah, 
(who  frequently  alludes  to  the  prophecies  before  us), 
plainly  informs  us,  is  the  perfon  intended  by  this  cha* 
rader,  '  Thus  faith  the  Lord  of  hods,.  Behold,  I 
4  bring  forth  my  fervant  the  Branch  V  And  again, 
'  Thus  fpeaketh  the  Lord  of  hofls,  faying,  Behold  the 
'  man  whofe  name  is  the  Branch,  and  he  (hall  grow 
'  up  out  of  his  place,  and  he  lhall  build  the  temple 
c  of  the  Lordj.'  By  this  title  he  is  foretold  by 
Ifaiah,  in  this  pafiage,  and  in  Chap.  xi.  1  .  The  fame 
designation  was  given  him  by  Jeremiah,  in  thefe 
remarkable  words ;  4  Behold,  the  days  come,  faith 
'  the  Lord,  that  I  will  raife  unto  David  a  righteous 
'  branch,  and  a  king  (hall  reign  and  profper,  and 

*  (hall  execute  judgment  and  juftice  in  the  earth  J.1 
It  mud  be  evident  to  the  impartial  reader  of  thefe 

*  £ech.  Si.  8.  f  Zed*,  ffc.U-  %  Jer.  xxiii*  5. 
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prophetic  fcriptures,  that  they  do  not  refer  to  Zerub- 
babel,  or  to  any  other  perfon  than  our  glorious  Re* 
deemer,  who,  with  refpe£t  to  his  human  nature, 
fprung  from  the  royal  line  of  David,  and  root  of  Jeffe; 
and  who,  in  way  of  eminence,  was  called  the  Servant, 
and  Branch  of  Jehovah,  as  he,  in  a  manner  peculiar 
to  himfelf,  proceeded  forth,  and  came  from  God, 
Like  a  branch,  his  beginning  upon  this  earth  was 
fmall,  his  appearance  was  mean,  his  growth  was  pro- 
greffive;  for  he  grew  up  before  God  as  a  tender 
plant,  waxing  greater  and  greater,  until  bis  (hadow 
filled  the  whole  earth,  and  men  repoied  themfclves 
under  it  with  great  delight,  and  found  his  fruits  fweet 
unto  their  tafte.  On  thefe  accountj  we  conclude, 
that  the  promifed  Meffiah  is  the  perfon  intended  by 
the  Branch  of  the  Lord  $  which  is  here  foretold, 

Shall  be  beautiful  and  glorious ;  or,  as  you  read  in 
the  margent  of  fome  of  your  Bibles,  (hall  be  beauty 
and  glory*  Beauty  chiefly  confifts  in  the  juft  proporr 
tion  of  the  fever al  parts  which  belong  to  the  objeft  to 
which  it  is  afcribed :  it  alfo  frequently  denotes  fome 
peculiar  excellence  which  attrafts  admiration  and 
efteem.  With  the  greateft  propriety  is  beauty  afcrib- 
ed  to  the  branch  of  the  Lord,  in  as  much  as  the  illufr 
trious  perfon  fpoken  of  under  this  figure,  i$  fully 
poffefled  of  all  thofe  amiable  excellencies  which  excite 
admiration  and  love,  and  difplays  them  in  their  high* 
eft  perfe&ion  in  his  perfon  and  performances.  God 
is  love,  and  whatever  is  lovely  in  him  is  to  be  feen  in 
the  exprefs  image  of  his  perfon,  in  whom  dwells  all 
the  fulnefs  of  the  Godhead,  The  divine  beauty  of  the 
Lord  cannot  be  any  where  contemplated  to  fuch  ad- 
vantage as  in  the  Branch  of  the  Lord,  nor  can  the  at- 
tractive beauties  of  human  nature  be  any  where  view* 
ed  fhinirig  with  fuch  luftre  as  in  the  righteous  Branch, 
which  God  raifed  up  unto  David,  who  was  altogether 
lovely,  and  fairer  than  the  children  of  men ;  in  con- 
templating whom,  we  ought  to  exclaim  in  the  words 
of  the  admiring  prophet,  '  How  great  is  his  good- 

4  nefsj 
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*  nefs,  how  great  is  his  beauty  *  I'  It  is  alio  fore* 
told,  that  this  branch  fhall  be  glorious.  Glory  con- 
fifts  in  the  fplendour,  pomp,  and  magnificence  of  the 
perfon  to  whom  it  belongs ;  and  in  this  fenfe,  I  fup* 
pofe,  it  is  afcribed  to  the  blefled  Redeemer,  who  af- 
forded the  mod  wonderful  manifeftations  of  the  divine 
prefence,  power,  and  goodnefs,  in  the  redemption  of 
finners  from  among  all  nations.  How  incomparably 
grand  were  the  exhibitions  he  gave  of  his  grace  and 
ability  for  effeftuating  this  great  end,  firft  upon  earth, 
and  afterward  from  heaven !  Having  difplayed  in  this 
world  the  glory  of  the  only  begotten  of  the  Father, 
full  of  grace'  and  truth,  he  was  exalted  to  the  right 
hand  of  the  Majefty  on  high,  from  whence  he  gave 
forth  the  moft  convincing  proofs  of  his  grandeur  and 
magnificence,  for  the  benefit  of  his  church.  Thus  we 
fee  this  prediction  eminently  fulfilled  in  Jefus  Ghrift, 
who  is  indeed  beautiful  and  glorious.***— Let  us  ever 
highly  efteem  him,  who  from  everlafting  was  the  de* 
light  of  the  Almighty ;  who  in  every  age  is  "pre* 
cious,  is  an  honour  to  them  that  believe,  and  who  14 
effentially  neceflary  to  our  happinefs  and  fahration.  •  ; 
And  the  fruit  of  the  earth  Jhatl  be  excellent  and 
comely.  By  the  fruit  of  the  earth,  we  may  underftand, 
with  feme  interpreters,  the  human  nature  of  the 
Branch  of  the  Lord,  which  was  derived  from  this 
earth.  At  the  time  to  which  this  prophecy  refers,  it 
appeared  incomparably  excellent  and  comely,  when 
it  was  rendered  perfe&ly  florious,  that  it  might  be 
elevated  to  the  throne  of  God,  as  the  complete  model 
after  which  the  bodies  of  the  liviqg  in  Jerufalem  fhall 
at  laft  be  faflrioned.  What  a  magnificent  description 
does  the  apoftle  John  give,  in  the  firft  chapter  of  the 
Revelation,  of  the  view  with  which  he  was  favoured 
of  this  illuftrious  Perfon!  Or  by  the  fruit  of  the 
earth,  as  others  are  of  opinion,  may  be  meant,  the 
tyeffed  effe&s  refulting  from  the  amiable  afped  a£» 

*  Zech.  ix.  17, 
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y 


34*  LECTURES  ok  thx       Crap.  IT* 

finned  by  the  Branch  of  the  Lord,  and  the  confequent 
gift  of  tne  Holy  Spirit,  when  the  gofpel  was  diffuied 
through  the  earth,  and  the  kingdom  of  God  was  efta. 
bUihed  among  men,  who  abounded  in  every  divine 
grace  and  good  work,  which  adorned  the  do&rine  of 
God  our  Saviour.   Then,  %  foretold, '  The  earth  did 

*  yield  her  increafe'  with  the  utmoft  profufion ; '  and 

*  God,  even  our  own  God,  did  blefs  us  * :'  and  our 
lord's  observation  was  verified,  *  Except  a  corn  of 

*  wheat  fall  into  the  ground,  and  die,  it  abideth  alone : 

*  but  if  it  die,  it  bnngeth  forth  much  fruit  f  .*  How 
excellent  and  comely  were  the  fruits  which  fprung  up 
en  earth,  in  confeauence  of  the  exaltation  of  Jefua 
Chrifl  to  his !  glory !  How  illuftrious  was  the  meek* 
nefs  difplayed  by  his  difciples,  in  patiently  fuflaining 
the  many  injuries  they  received,  whilft  they  never 
offered  any  violence  to  others!  How  amiable  that 
humility  whereby  they  contemned  worldly  riches  and 
grandeur,  which  commonly  poffefs  the  hearts  of  man- 
kind, and  engage  their  moft  ftrenuous  purfuits.  How 
glorious  was  the  fortitude  and  magnanimity  they  di£» 
covered,  in  their  difcourfes  and  a&ions,  in  their  afflio 
tions  and  perfecutions,  by  living  in  obedience  to  Jefus 
Chrift,  and  dying  for  his  teftimony,  who  was  defpifed 
and  reje&ed  of  men  i .  So  excellent  and  comely  were 
their  fruits,  that,  in  pvofperity,  they  allured  the  world 
by  the  beauties  of  holinefs  j  and,  in  affliction,  they 
excited  admiration  by  thg*fplendour  of  their  inno- 
cence, and  their  invincinl  patience* 

F$r  them  thai  are  efcaped  of  IfraeL  Thefe  beautiful 
fruits  of  the  earth  greatly  advanced  the  honour,  the 
mtereft,  and  reputation  of  the  happy  perfons  who 
are  here  defcribed,  in  reference  to  the  efcape  made 
by  fame  of  the  Jews,  when  the  army  of  the  Babylo- 
nians befieged  Jerufelem.  At  that  time,  in  the  day  of 
the  Lord's  anger,  faith  the  prophet  Jeremiah, '  None 
t  efcaped  or  remained  \*    Thefe  words  are  not  to  be 

•  Pf«d.  Ixvii.  &  f  John  *ii.  24.  %  Lam.  ii.  22. 
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underftood  in  their  flri&eft  fenfe ;  for  he  hitnfeif 
efcaped,  and  others  befide  him :  but  he  affirms,  that 
very  few  efcaped  in  comparifon  of  thofe  who  fufferecL 
Indeed,  in  midft  of  the  moft  terrible  judgments  that 
were  ever  executed  upon  the  children  of  men,  God 
hath  always  remembered  mercy,  and  fome  have  e* 
fcaped.  When  the  old  world  was  deftroyed  by  water, 
Noah  and  his  family  were  preferved ;  when  Sodom 
and  Gomorrah  were  confumed  to  afhes,  Lot  and  his 
daughters  had  their  lives  given  them  for  a  £rey ;  and 
when  Jerufalem  was  made  a  fpeftacle  of  divine  ven- 
geance,  fome  efcaped  the  general  calamity.  To  this 
die  prophet  feems  evidently  to  refer  in  the  wofcds  be^ 
fore  us,  which  are  defcattive  of  the  fame  perfbns 
mentioned  in  the  follou^Prerfe,  where  we  (hall  have 
opportunity  of  confldering  their  chara&er  more  par- 
ticularly.——Let  the  wonderful  Perfon  of  whom  you 
have  now  heard,  poflefs  .the  chief  place  in  your  affec- 
tion. He  is  infinitely  lovely  and  glorious,  aiid  juftly, 
merits  your  higheft  efleem,  and  moft  profound  refpeft* 
Abound  in  the  fruits  of  righteoufnefs,  which  are  by 
him  to  the  praife  of  God,  and  thankfully  improve  the 
fruits  of  the  earth  to  the  honour  of  the  blefled  Giver. 

3  And  it  fhall  come  to  pafs,  that  be  that  it 
left  in  Zion,  and  be  that  remaineth  in  Jerufalem, 
fhall  be  called  holy,  even  every  one  that  is  writ- 
ten among  the  living  in  Jerufalem. 

Thefe  words  defcribe  the  diftinguifhing  chara&er, 
and  peculiar  property  of  the  efcaped  in  Ifrael,  who  par- 
ticipate in  the  faJvation  of  the  great  Meffiah.  The 
perfons  intended,  are  fet  forth  as  left  in  Zion,  as  re- 
maining in  Jerufalem,  and  as  written  among  the  liv- 
ing in  Jerufalem.  I  fhall  endeavour  to  illuftrate  the 
latter  of  thefe  expreffions,  fo  as  to  enable  you  to 
understand  the  two  former.  After  the  Lord  had 
brought  forth  the  children  of  Hra$l  out  of  the  land  of 
Egypt,  and  houfe  of  bondage,  he  commanded  them 

to 
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to  be  numbered :  this  was  likewife  done  after  their 
Return  from  captivity  at  Babylon,  as  is  evident  from 
the  books  of  Ezra  and  Nehemiah.  The  record  in 
which  their  names  were  engrofled,  is  fuppofed  to  have 
been  the  writing  of  the  houfe  of  Ifrael,  mentioned  irt 
the  thirteenth  chapter  of  Ezra.  To  this  practice 
there  is  a  manifeft  allofion  in  the  words  of  this  verfe* 
which  may  be  confidered  as  referring  to  thofe  who 
were  enrolled  as  inhabitants  of  Jerufalem,  the  metro- 
polis of  Judea,  in  the  regifter  kept  for  that  purpofe. 
This  book  might  be  called  the  book  of  life,  or  of  the 
firing,  as  it  contained  the  names  of  all  thofe  who 
were  alive  in  the  city*  and  enjoyed  the  privileges  of 


citizens.  As  die  prophet^bawever,  hath  fomewhat 
farther  in  view  than  the  iv0n  of  the  Jews  from  their 
captivity,  namely,  the  purity  and  felicity  of  the  church 
of  God9  after  the  appearance  of  the  Meffiah,  I  fappofe 
the  expreflion  is  intended  to  inclade  thofe  who  are 
written  among  the  living,  or  to  eternal  life,  in  the  Je* 
rufalem  which  is  above.  In  this  fenfe  it  comprehends 
all  thofe  of  whom  Jefus  Chriit  fpeaks,  as  having  their 

*  names  written  in  beaten  *  j*  concerning  whom  the 
apoftle  Paul  fays,  '  Their  names  are  in  the  book  of 

*  life  f  ;*  who,  as  the  apoftle  John  affirms, *  are  writ- 

*  ten  in  the  book  of  life  of  the  Lamb  (lain  from 
c  the  foundation  of  the  world  \*  This  glorious  pfe* 
rogative,  peculiar  to  the  people  of  God,  is  Infirtitely 
fuperior  to  that  of  having  power  over  evil  fpirits ;  and 
forms  a  ftriking  contraft  to  thofe  who  depart  from 
God ;  Concerning  whom  the  prophet  Jeremiah  de- 
clares, '  They  (hall  be  written  in  the  earth,  becaufe 

*  they  have  forfaken  the  Lord,  the  fountain  of  living 

*  waters  |}.*  The  city  of  the  heavenly  Jerufalem  is 
frequently  fpoken  of,  as  having  a  regifter  belonging  to 
it,  in  which  the  names  of  the  citizens  are  written, 
who  are  born  from  above,  made  partakers  of  fpiritual 

*  Lwkc  x.  20.  f  Philip,  iv.  3..  \  Rev.  xiii.  8. 

||  Jcr.  xvii.  13. 
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life,  inverted  with  right  to  derail  inheritance,  and 
endeavour  to  aft  fuitahly  to  the  distinguishing  advan- 
tages they  enjoy.  Thefe  are  the  people  who  are  here 
defigned,  and  concerning  whom  it  is  foretold,  that 
every  one  of  them 

SbaH  be  xalkd  holy.  The  Hebrew  word  tranflated 
holy,  is  derived  from  one  that  fignifies  to  Jet  apart > 
confecrate^  or  devote.  Thofe  who  are  holy^  the  Lord 
hath  fet  apart  for  himfeif,  in  his  eternal  purpofe.  In 
this  fenfe  he  informed  the  prophet  Jeremiah, '  Before 
*  I  formed' thee,  I  fan&ified  thee,  and  ordained  thee 
'  a  prophet  *.*  In  confequence  whereof,  God  is  gra- 
cioufly  pleafed  a&ually  to  confecrate  them  to  him- 
felf, by  preparing  and  qualifying  them  for  the  im-  < 
portant  fervices  he  atfigns  them.  Thus  we  read, 
that  Barnabas  and  Saul  were  feparated  for  the  work 
whereunto  he  called  them  f ,  The  happy  effedt  of  this 
confecration  is,  that  they  fincerely  devote,  and  heartily 
dedicate  themielves  to  God ;  or,  in  the  words  of  fcrip- 
ture,  they  give  or  yield  themfelves  to  the  Lord,  and 
their  members  as  instruments  of  righteoufnefs  unto 
God.  In  this  manner  they  become  veflels  of  honour, 
fan&fied  and  meet  for  the  Mailer's  ufe,  and  prepared 
unto  every  good  work  J.  Things  fuch  as  Silver  and  gold, 
when  dedicated  to  God,  only  change  their  ufe,  whilSl 
they  remaip  the  fame  as  formerly :  whereas  men,  who 
are  devoted  to  him,  hav£  their  nature  purified,  as  well 
as  the  purpofes  for  which  they  are  employed  changed ; 
•their  fouls  and  bodies,  their  time  and  talents,  are  all 
ufed  in  the  fervice  of  God,  for*  the  advancement  of 
his  glory.  According  to  this  prediction,  the  per- 
fons  fpoken  of  Should  be  called  holy :  being  truly  and 
actually  fan&ified,  they  were  to  be  known  by  the  ho- 
nourable designation  of  faints.  Men  who  are  often 
miftaken,  are  ready  to  mifname  perfons  and  things : 
they  are  apt  to  call  the  proud  happy ;  to  call  evil 
good,  and  good  evil;  and  to  blefs  the  covetous,  svhom 

• 

*  Jer.  i.  5.  f  A£Uzjii.  2.  %  2  Tim.  ik  21. 
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the  Lord  abfaorreih.  In  their  pride  of  heart,  they 
may  fay  to  others  better  than  themfehes,  '  Stand  by* 
4  come  not  near,  1  am  holier  than  thou :'  whereat 
God,  who  is  infinite  in  knowledge,  perfeft  in  under* 
(landing,  and  whofe  judgment  is  according  to  truth* 
faiways  gives  perfons  their  true  arid  proper  names; 
and,  therefore,  thofe  whom  he  calieth  holy*  juftly  de* 
ferve  this  chana&er*— — — This  prediction  was  remark* 
ably  verified  at  the  time  the  Branch  of  the  Lord  be* 
came  beautiful  and  glorious,  when,  as  we  learn  from 
the  ASs  and  Epiftles  of  the.  apoftles,  this  was  the  dif* 
tiagurfhing  charader  of  thofe  who  conftituted  the  firft 
churches,  of  jefias  Chrift.— I  now  addrefo  you  in 
die  words  which  the  Lord  fpake  unto  Mofef ,  faying, 
4  Speak  unto  all  the  congregation  of  the  children  of 
4  Ifraei,  and  fay  unto  them,  Ye  fliall  be  holy,  for  I  the 
4  Lord  your  God  am  holy/  Confider  the  hoftnefe 
of  God  as  the  perfect  pattern  you  Ought  to  imitate* 
and  a  powerful  motive  to  induce  you  to  fellow  after 
this  holinefc,  without  which  no  man  (hall  Jee  the 
Lord. 

4  When  the  Lord  (hail  have  wafhed  away 
the  filth  of  the  daughters  of  Zion,  and  (hall  have 
purged  the  blood  of  Jerufalem  from  the  midft 
thereof,  by  the  fpirit  of  judgment,  and  by  the 
fpirit  of  burning. 

In  this  manner  the  honourable  chara&er,  mention- 
ed in  the  preceding  verie,  is  to  be  a^ained.-*— -That 
men  may  with  propriety  be  tailed  holy,  their  polio* 
lion  mud  be  wafhed  away  by  him  who  alone  can 
bring  a  clean  out  of  an  unclean  thing.  The  expref- 
fions  here  ufed  are  metaphorical,  and  feem  to  refer  to 
the  way  commonly  taken  in  order  to  clean  a  church 
or  city  from  the  naftinefs  it  hath  contracted*  The 
Alth  to  be  wafhed  away  from  the  daughters  of 
Zion,  was  the  notorious  crimes  committed  by  the  in- 
habitants of  Jerufalem ;  fuch  as ,  idolatry  and  fuper- 

ftition, 
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ftirion,  pride,  luxury,  and  the  like,  joined  with  pre* 
fumptuous  felf-confidence  in  their  own  rightcoufnefs, 
which  notwithftanding  they  foolifhly  endeavoured  to 
eflabliftu  By  the  blood  of  Jerufajera,  may  be  meant 
the  atrocious  crimes  of  fraud  and  perjury,  robbery 
and  murder,  with  the  cruel  oppreffion  of  the  poor, 
the  fatherlefs,  and  the  widow.  Thefe  were  to  be 
wafhed  away  and  purged  by  the.  Lord  himfclf,  whoft 
glorious  prerogative  it  is,  to  cleanfe  his  people  from  att 
their  iniquities,  and  to  fprinkle  clean .  water  upon 
them,  according  to  his  promife,  that  they  may  be 
clean*  .  This  great  change  was  to  he  etffeftuated  by 
the  fpirit  of  judgment,  which  God  was  to  confer 
Upon  the  minifters  and  teachers  of  the  Ghriflian 
church,  who,  by  their  judicial  proceedings  and  deci- 
fions,  were  to  feparate  between  the  holy  and  profane* 
By  the  fpirit  of  burning,  may  be  meant  thole  awful 
judgments  which  were  to  be  infli&ed  on  the  Jewifli 
nation,  in  that  terrible  day,  which  was  to  burn  as  an 
Qven,  wherein  the  Lord  was  to  appear  as  a  refiner's 
fire,  and  the  blood  of  Jefus  Chrift  and  his  apoftles, 
flied  about  JerjufaJem,  was  to  be  avenged.  In  confe- 
quence  of  which,  the  church  of  God,  formed  of  his 
peculiar  people,  zealous  of  good  works,  ftiould  ex- 
clude from  their  fockty,  all  thofe  who  perfifted 
in  the  pra&ice  of  the  bbeve-memioncd  and  fimilar 
tranfgreiTjons.—~If  internal  purification  is  included 
in  the  expreffions  before  us,  whereby  the  peopli  of 
God  arq  cleanfed  from  all  filthinefs  or  fiefli  and 
fpirit,  fo  as  to  perfeft  halinefs  in  the  fear  of  God, 
the  fpirit  of  judrnient  is  that  Spirit  who  judges  and 
condemns  men  lor  their  fins,  by  means  of  the  law  of 
God;  who  infpires  them  with  fpirttual  knowledge 
and  undemanding  in  divine  truths,  and  poflefles 
them  of  wifdom  and  prudence  to  direft  their  ways. 
And  the  ffririf  of  burning  (an  expreflioft  peculiar  to 
this  paflage  of  fcriptyre),  may  refer:  fto  the  extraordi- 
nary gifts  conferred  upon  the  difciples  of  J&fus  Chrift 
at  the  day  of  Featecoft  by  the  Holy  Spirit,  of  which 
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the  cloven  tongues,  like  as  of  fire,  which  fat  updii 
them,  were  inftruftive  emblems ;  or  to  his  continued 
influence  upon  mens  hearts,  whereby  he' confumes 
their  corruptions,  purifier  their  fouls  unto  obedience^ 
warming  them  with  divine  love,  and  ardent  aeal  for 
good  works^— — Deeply  impreffed  with  a  fenfe  of  the 
impurity  of  our  natures,  now  ftripped  of  their  original 
beauty,  and  of  the  finfuln^fs  of  our  aftions,  now  tairft* 
*d  by  pollution,  let  us  earneftty  apply  to  God,*  that  he 
may  wafli  us  thoroughly  from  our  iniquity  j  whilft  we. 
diligently  improve  the  means  he  hath  appointed,  and 
often  bleffed,  for  accomplifliing  this  falutary  purpofe. 

5  And  the  Lord  will  cteate  upon,  every 
dwelling-place  of  mount  Zion,  and  Upon  her 
aflemblies  a  cloud,  and  fmoke  by  day,  and  the 
fhining  of  a  flaming  fire  by  night ;  for  upon  all 
the  glory  Jhall  be  a  defence. 

This,  and  the  following  verfe,  reprefent  the  external 
happy  condition  of  the  fubje&s  of  the  Meffiah's  king- 
dom, with  fome  of  the  glorious  prerogatives  they  were 

to  enjoy,  under  the  favour  of  divine  providence. 

The  Lord,  the  felf-exiftent  and  all-fufficient  Jehovah, 
who  is  infinitely  poflefled  of  every  divine  peffe&ion, 
the  giver  of  all  good,  who  cleahfeth  from  all  unrigh* 
teoufnefs,  afferts  himfelf  to  be  the  author  of  the  m- 
eftimable  privileges  here  mentioned.  Thefe*  he  de- 
clares, he  will  convey  by  his  creating  power,  whereby 
he  calleth  the  things  which  are  not  as  though  they 
'  were,  and  forms  them  for  his  fervice,  to  difplay  his 
glory.  ■  The  fubje&s  to  whom  thefe  important 
bleflings  are  promifed,  are,  Every  dwelling-place  of 
mount  Zion,  and  her  affemblies.  Mount  Zion  here, 
as  in  many  other  prophecies,  denotes  the  church  of 
God,  that  he  himfelf  hath  planted  and  eftablifhed, 
which,  like  that  mountain  of  old,  is  indeed  beautiful, 
the  joy  of  the  whole  earth ;  concerning  which  God 
hath  faid,  *  This  is  my  reft :  here  wiH  f  dwsll,  for  I 

.    *  have 
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*'  haver defifed  it  V  By  the  dwelling-places  of ^Soty 
may  be  meant  the  habitations  of  the  juft,  or^  which 
the  bleffing  of  God  doth  ftfr$  the  dwellings  of  *  the 
righteous,  wherein  are  heafd-  the  voice  of  rfejbicing 
and  falvation.  By  th^ir  aflemblies,  may  be  intended 
the  folemn*  meetings  of  her  inhabitants,  convened  for 
the  facred  mirpofes^  of  divine  Avorfhip,  in*  which -the 
name  of  God  i'$  recorded  wjith  honoutf,  the  word  of 
God  i&  preached  with  benefit,  the^prefence  of  Cod  i* 
experienced  with  joy,  his  loviilg4rindnefe  is  thought 
of  with  delight,  and  his  praifes  -celebrated  with  gra- 
titude. They  are  no  other- than  the  congregations  of 
the  faints,  prtfaffing*  reverence :  an<t  love  for  G©d> 
faith  in  Chrift,  and  union  with  one  another,  arflem* 
bled  where  with  mod  coilvteflteiioe  they  Titey  do  ho^ 
mage  to  the  otte  true  God,  through  the  one  Mediator, 
by  the  one  Spirit,  in  which  they  find  their  duty,  ho- 
nour, and  happinef$  to  eonfift.  At  the  period  referred 
to  in  this  prophecy,  they  convened  daily  in  thi 
temple  j  they  aflbciated  in  an  upper  chamber,  an<i 
went  from  houfe  to  houfe  as  circumftances  required. 
And  in  after. times,  the  multitude  of  them  that  be* 
lieved,  and  profeffed  to  believe,:  having  greatly  ihcirea£ 
ed,  they  wifely  provided  places  wherein  they  might 
aflemble,  for  the  focial  worfhip  of  the  one  common 
Lord  and  Saviour.w~~We,  rtiy  brethren*  compofe 
one  of  thefe  aflemblies,  to  whkh  the  reviving  promifes 
in  this,  and  the  following  verfe,  are  given.  Ever  feli- 
citous to  enjoy  the  ineftimable  bleffings  they  contain* 
let  us  frequently  and  devoutly  affociate  ourfelves,  to 
give  honour  and  glory  to  him  that  fitteth  upon  the 
throne,  and  unto  the  Lamb,  in  the  firm  perfuafion, 
that  the  Lord  will  create  upon  every  dwelling-place 
of  mount  Zion,  and  upon  her  aflemblies, 

A  cloudy  andffnoke  by  day,  and  the  foining  cfaflam* 
tnZfir€  h  night.  As  an  eminent  writer  hath  remark- 
ed, Thefe  words  contain  a  gofpel-prpmife,  exprefled 
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in  twr-ternw;  a  $T*w.T<ftafcei«;  npMrcy,  in  CWd- 
Teftament  drefs. ,  .Tfcpy  bear  a  manifeft-  referenced 
what  is  written  in  the  qonclufiqn  of  the  book  of  Exx> 
du»,  where  we  are  told ;  *  That  a  cloud  covered  the 
f  tent  of  the  congregation*  and  the  glory  of  the  L*>r4 

*  filkd  the  tabernacle/  Priori  to  the  eredion  of  that 
ftru&ure,  the  pillar  of  cloud  condu&ed  the  children  of 
tfrael  in  their  journeys  by  day,  and  by  night  a  pillar  of 
fire  gave  them  light.  After  the  tabernacle  was  fiaiihed* 
the  cloud  covered  the  tent  of  the  congregation ;  and 
when  the  tabernacle  was  fet  afide,  3tnd  the  temple 
was  dedicated,  the  cloud  of  the  divine  pretence  filled 
that  magnificent  houfe.  And  now  under  the.  gofpe!* 
the  tempte'  being  fet  afide,  and  Jong  ago  buried  in 
ruins,  the  Lord  hath  promifed.  *  to.  create  upon  the 
afiemblies  of  his  faints  a  cloud,  from  which  they  de- 
rive all  the  important  advantages  which  the  people  of 
Cod  anciently  enjoyed  from  the  pillar  of  cloud  and 
fire.  The  cloud  and  fmoke  by  day,  afforded  the 
ifraelites  an  inftru&ive  fymbol  ot  the  divine  prefence 
which  attended  them  J  it  eondufted  thmtl  in  all  their 
Journeys,  interpofing  between  .them  and  their  enemies; 
it  confounded  the  latter,  whilft  it  conveyed  dire&on  tot 
the  former,  $y  day,  it  ferved  for  a  (hadow,  to  fcreen 
them  from  the  fqltry  heat  of  that  warm  climate.  By 
night,  it  rendered  the  air  healthy  and  agreeable:  it 
proved  a  defence  frpm  numerous  dangerous  enemies* 
and  yielded  light  for  travelling,  and  preferving  order 
and  decency  in  the  camp.  In  thefe,  and  other  refpe&s, 
the  pillar  of  cloud  and  fire  was  an  eminent  type  of  the 
fpiritual  privileges  comprehended  in  the  prercufe  under 
our  confideration,  made  to  the  afiemblies  of  Zion. 
They  (hall  enjoy  the  prefence  of  God ;  of  which  they 
are  allured  by  the  faithful  and  true  Wjtnefs,  who  hath 
declared,  *  Thajt  wherever  two  or  three  are  gathered 

*  together  in  his  name,  there  he  is  in  the  midft  of 
«  themV  They  fliaU  be  favoured  with  dire&ion  from 

*  Jfetth,  XV&  2*. 
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the  wonderful  CounfeJlor,  who  will  guide  them  in 
the  ways  of  truth,  aid  concjud  them  by  his  good 
Spirit  into  the  Jand  of  upri^fttaefc  *.  They  fhall  have 
protedion  from  all  their  enemies,  from  their  Re- 
deemer, who  is  mighty;  who  will  fafely  preferve 
them  through  the  various  conditions  they  have  to  pa&> 
in  the  lightfomc  days  of  pfofperky,  and  in  the  dark 
nights  01 adverfity.  Though  the  aflemblies  of  Zion 
may  sot  enjoy  a  light  fuificiently  ftrong,  to  enable 
them  to  fee  to  the  end  of  their  jo&rney,  Cod  will 
fliew  them  their  way,  one  ftep  after  another*  Though 
he  may  not  defend  them  from  the  attacks  of  their 
enemies,  he  will  not  allow  them  to.  foil  a  prey  into  their 
hands ;  and,  by  gradual  coaquefts,  he  will  carry  them 
forward  to  complete  vi&ory.  Though  they  may  not 
always  poffefs  the  confolattons  of  the  Holy  Spirit,  he 
will  not  leave  or  forfake  them  in  any  cafe,  ■  ■  Sach 
feems  to  be  the  import  of  the  promifes  here  made  to 
the  afferabHes  of  the  people  of  God,  and  fuch  is  the 
fubftance  of  thofe  glorious  privileges  his  peculiar 
people  were  favoured  with  under  the  former  difpen* 
farion.  All  thefe  are  continued  with  us,  whiift  the 
bondage,  to  which,  for  wife  purposes,  they  were  fub- 
je&ed,  is  happily  removed*  Our  condition,  in  many 
Tefpe&s,  is  greatly  preferable  to  theirs :  we  have  bet- 
ter promifes,  greater  liberty,  and  more  grace;  and 
therefore  let  us  highly  value,  and  diligently  improve 
our  advantages,  whiift  we  earneilly  plead  with  God 
for  thfe  accomplishment  of  the  promifes  he  hath  given 
for  our  eacouragment. 

For  upon  all  the  glcryjhell  be  a  defence.  Befide  the 
pillar  of  cloud  and  fire,  which  attended  the  children 
of  Ifrael  in  their  journeys  through  the  wildernefs,  a 
{night  fenfibie  difplay  of  the  divine  prefence  became 
vifible  to  them  on  fome  occafions.  When  the  taber- 
nacle was  eroded,  we  are  told,  That  a  cloud  covered 
it,  and  the  glory  of  the  Lord  filled  it j  and  thus  the 
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cloud  aboye  the  taberotde.fohned  aTboveririg,  xw  dc* 
fence,  to  the  glory  wherewith  it  was  filled.  To  this 
there  feems  to  be  an  allufion  in  the  lexpreflion  now 
before  us.  Or!  it  may  refer. to  the  ark  of.  the  tefti* 
mony,  *which  was  called  the  glory  of  Ifrael ;  for  wo 
read,  that  when  it  was,  taken  by  the  Philiftines,  la* 
mentation  was  made  in  thefe  words  $  4  The  glory  is 
4  departed  from  Ifrael  V  With  great  propriety  was 
this  name  given  to  the  ark,  as-  it  contained  the  two 
tables  whereon  the  law  of;  God  was  written,  which 
wa^  intended  to  conduit  men  to  Jefus  Chrift,  who 
had  that. law  jvrittcn  upon  his  heart;— the  pot  of 
manna,  preferved  by  divine  command,  as  a  memorial 
of  God  having  fed  his  people  with  bread  from  hea- 
ven, and  a  figure  of  the  true  bread  of.  life,  which 
giveth  life  unto  the  world  j— and  Aaron* s  rod,  which 
budded,'  in  teftimony  of  the  divine  difpleafure  againft 
Eorah  and  his  company,  who  contended  for  the 
priefthood,  fignifying  the  order  and  .government 
which  ought  to  be  maintained  in  the  church  of  God. 
Thefe  things  were  depofited  in  the  ark,  which  had  for 
a  covering  the.  mercy-feat ;  typical  of  Jefus  Ghrift, 
whofe  mediation  ferves  as  a  covering  to  his  people* 
and  proves  their  fure  defence.  Such  was  the  glory 
of  the  church  under  the  Old  Teftament,  which  may 
aflift  us  in  ascertaining  what  is  the  glory  under  the 
New  Teftament  here  intended.  Jefus  Chrift,  who.  is 
the  Alpha  and  Omega,  under  this  difpenfation,  forms 
its  higheft  glory :  the  God  of  glory  refides.  in  it  as  his 
habitation ;  the  Spirit  of  glory  refteth  upon:  it,  as  his 
highly  favoured  dwelling-place;  the  law  of  God  is 
preferved  in  her  affemblies ;  the  glorious  gofpel  of  the 
£on  of  .God  is  their  treafure  and  charter ;  and  faith- 
ful minifters*  the  glory  pf  Chrift,  are  their  meffcu- 
gers.  All  the  genuine  members  of  thefe  affemblies  axe 
glorious  within :  they  are  clothed  with  the  garments 

of  falvation,  and  flune  forth  in  the  beauties  of  holi* 

* 
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nefs,  difplaying  die  moft  amiable  fimpttcity  of  'man-' 
ners,  and  unfeigned  mutual  love,  in  the  exercifesof 

well-doing. Upon  all  this  glory 

Shall  be  a  defence.  .The  word  tranflated  dtfence^is* 
derived  from  ohe  that  fignifies  to  aver.    In  this  fenfe- 
it  is  ufed  by  the  patriarch  Jacob ;  who  fays  concerning, 
his  fon  Benjamin,  c  The  Lord  (hall  cover  htm  all  the 
*  day  long  V    The  word  before  us  fignifies  a  cover* 
ing,  and,  by  an  eafy  transition,  a  defence,  for  which 
purpofe  a  covering  is  frequently  intended.'    The  ex-r 
predion,  as  already  hinted,  alludes  to  the  cloud  which: 
covered  the  tabernacle  of  old,  wherein,  was  the  aj&v 
the  glory  of  Ifrael,,  which  prefigured  the. true  glory  ofe 
the  church.    As  that  cloud  formed  a  covering,  or  de- 
fence, upon  the  ark,  fo'the  almighty  rOod,  whofe  pe- 
culiar prerogative  is  to  give  e^Utence  to  things  wfeich. 
formerly  had  not  a  being,  and  to  form. things  of  pre- 
exiftent  matter,  which  had  not  the  leaft  tendency  to 
become  what  it  is  formed ';  in  like  manner,  I  fay,  the 
all-powerful  God  will  create  a  defence  upon  his' 
people's  glory.    This  defence  fhalL  be  extended,  m  a 
peculiar  manner,  to  their  immortal  fphrits;  for  the. 
Lord  fhail  preferve  them  from  all  evil :  hei  (hall  pre* 
ferve  their  fouls.    Theft"  bodies  alio  are  underdiis:  pro* 
teftion;  for  he  keepeth  all  their  .bones* -  Aoirione  of 
them  is.  broken. .  Over  .their  reputation  he  K^ewife 
forms  a  defence ;  for  thou,  Lord,  ihalt  keep  them  .in 
fecret  as  in  a  mvilion,  from  ~t  he  fir  if er  of  tongues.. 
About  their  hwes  and  poffeffions  be  Unakeih  air 
hedge,  in  which  there  is  not  one  gap  through' which 
an  adveiiary.  may  enter.     '-As  the  moimiaiBs.;are> 
^  roundabout  Jerufaleip,  Jo  the  Lord  is  rounctabaut 
1  his  people,  from  henceforth  even  for  ever  f  •     No 
'  weapon  formed  agaiaft  them/  however  iharp,  and 
a&ively  employed,  '  (hall  ever  protperj.     Let  ail 
4  thofe  then  who  put  theif  truft  in  God,  rejoice :  let 
'  them  ever  fhaut  for  joy ;  hecaufe  thou,  Lord,  de- 

•  Deut.  xxxlxu  12.        -f  Pfal.  cxxv,  2.         J  Ifalah  h'v.  17. 
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c  fendeft  them:  let  them  aHb  who  teve  thy  name,  be 
6  joyful  in  thee*  For  thou,  Lord*  wilt  bfafs  the  righ* 
€  teous,  with  favour  wilt  thou  compafs  him  as  with  a 
*  {hkldV-*~~Truft  then  in  God  at  all  times:  ye 
people,  pour  out  your  hearts  before  him?  God  is  a 
refuge :  in  the  Lord  it  our  defence.  Among  men 
the  defence  of  their  glory  and  privileges  colts  very 
dear.  That  we  may  be  ptote&ed  by  government, 
we  fupport  it  with  a  confiderable  portion  of  our 
property :  whereas  God  is  eracioufiy  pleafod  to  create 
a  defence  upon  our  higheft  glory j  and  only  requir* 
eth,  that  we  aflc  hie  prokc&ion,  truft  in  him  for  fafo* 
ty,  and  ufe  the  ineans  be  hath  prtferibed. 

■6  And  there  fhall  bfe  a  tabernacle  for  a  fhadow 
in  the  day-time  from  the  heat,  and  for  a  place  of 
refuge,  and  fot  a  covert  from  ftorm  and  from  rain. 

The  fubje&  introduced  i&  the  preceding  verfe  is 
here  amplified.— —Under  the  former  difpenfation,  the 
church  enjoyed  the  privilege  of  a  tabernacle,  ihacte 
by  divine  appointment,  according  to  the  pattern, 
which  God  mewed  to  Mofes  in  the  Mount  After 
the  children  of  Ifrael  entered  the  tfildernefs,  and  re* 
ceived  the  Jaw  from  Mount  Sinai,  they  were  employ- 
ed in  pfoviding  materials  for  this  ftru&ure;  which 
were  curioufly  wrought,  and'  richly  ornamented,  by 
Bezaleel,  under  the  infpc&an  of  the  Jswiih  lawgiver ; 
who  ordered  every  thing  relative  to  m  beauty,  order, 
and  ornaments,  as  the  Lord  commanded.  The  hiftory 
of  its  erection  is  the  chief  fubjed  of  the  latter  part  of 
the  book  of  Exodus.  This  tabernacle  was  intended 
to  be  a  vifible  pledge  of  the  prefence  of  God  among 
that  people,  which  conftituted  their  protection  and  de- 
fence, as  we  learn  from  the  prayer  prefented  to  God, 
at  its  removal  from  one  place  to  another,  recorded 
Numb.  x.  35, 36.    In  this  view,  it  proved  the  means 

of  confirming  the  faith  and  hope  of  Ifrael  in  the  di- 

• 
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viae  prefence,  and  powerful  prote&ion  of  Jehovah. 
It  was  the  place  appointed  for  the  performance  of  all 
the  ordinances  of  divine  worfliip,  where  the  book  of 
the  law  was  kept,  where  the  people  brought)  their 
offerings,  and  the  priefts  prefented  them  before  the 
Lord  in  the  manner  they  were  dlrefted*  It  was  the 
Janduary  and  dwelling-place  of  the  Mod  High,  where 
be  met  with  his  people,  converted  with  them,  and 
fan&ified  them  by  bis  glory ;  which  afforded  them  a 
powerful  motive  to  awe  and  reverence  for  God,  and 
to  holinefs  and  purity  of  condu&.  Above  all,  it  was 
chiefly  defigned  to  be  a  continual  reprefentation,  and 
inftru&hre  type,  of  the  Son  of  God's  dwelling  upon 
earth,  in  the  true  tabernacle,  which  the*  Lord  pitched, 
and  not  man,  as  a  glorious  demonftration  of  his  love 
and  grace.  In  him  dwelleth  all  the  fulnefs  of  the 
Godhead ;  through  him  all  hit  peculiar  people  havo 
accefs  to  God,  with  their  fpi ritual  Sacrifices ;  from 
him  they  enjoy  the  moil  agreeable  protection ;  and 
by  him  they  have  the  moft  fubftantial  proof  of  the 
love  of  God,  which  pafleth  knowledge.  This  is  the 
true  tabernacle,  of  which,  we  fuppofe,  our  prophet 
fpeaks,  when  he  fbrtels,  that  it  (hall  be 

For  ajbadow  in  the  daytime  from  the  heat,  and  for 
a  place  of refuge,  and  for  a  covert  from  Jiorm  and  from 
rain.  The  heat  of  perfecution,  which  was  to  diurefs 
the  church  of  Jefus  Chrift,  at  the  period  to  which  thia 
prophecy  looked  forward,  is  doubtlefs  the  heat  here 
meant.  It  arofe  from  the  intenfe  hatred  of  the  kings 
and  princes  of  the  earth,  glowing  with  indignation 
agamft  the  difciples  of  the  Son  of  God ;  and  from  the 
fiery  darts  bf  the  evil  one,  which  were  directed  againft 
them.  Thefe  tilings  are  very  properly  fignified  by 
the  heat  of  the  fun,  which  fcorches  thole  who  are  ex- 
pofed  to  its  penetrating  rays  without  fhadow  or  cover* 
ing,  efpecially  in  warm  eaftern  countries,  In  like  man- 
ner, thofe  who  are  expofed  to  the  heat  of  perfecution, 
are  harafled  and  tortured  by  inftruments  of  cruelty, 
uniefe  protected  by  fome  kind  hand-r— By  $e  ftorm 

and 
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and  the  rain  may  be  ih tended,  thofe  awful  divine  judg- 
ments, and  general  calamities,  fiich  as  war,  famine, 
peftileftce,  and  the  like,  whereby  God  corre&s  the  na- 
tions, dnd  chaftens  them  for  their  fins.  Like  a  ftorm, 
and  a  deluge  of  rain,  they  fpread  defolation  and  ruin 
wherever  they  fall,  and  are  attended  with  many  dread* 
ful  confequences.  Hence  the  awful  declaration,  *  Upon 
4  the  wicked  he  (hall  rain  fnares,  fire  and  brimftone, 
4  and  an  horrible  temped :  this  fhall  be  the  portion 

*  of  their  eup  V  Alluding  to  the  fame  metaphors, 
God,  by  the  prophet  Ezekiel,  threatened  to  tranifli 
the  land  of  Magog :  4  And  I  will  plead  againft  him 
4  with  peftilence  and  with  blood,  and  I  will  rain  upon 
4  him,  and  Upon  his  bands,  and  upon  the  many  people 
4  that  are  with  him,  an  overflowing  rain,  and  great 

#  haUftones,  fire  and  brimftone.    Thus  wilil  magnify 

•  myfelf,  and  fan&ify  myfelf,  and  I  will  be  known  iu 
4  the  eyes  of  many  nations,  and  they  (hall  know  that 

4  lam  the  Lordf.' In  fuch  calamitous  feafons  it 

is  foretold,  that  the  great  Meffiah  fhall  be  for  a  fha* 
dow,  a  place  of  refuge,  and  a  covert 

In  warm  climates,  where  the  fcorching  rays  of  the 
fun  beat  with  great  vehemence  on  the  weary  travel- 
ler, ready  to  faint  with  heat,  a  fliadow  is  highly  valued. 
Hence  the  Hebrew  word  tranflated  defence  (Numb, 
xiv.  9*),  fignifies  alfo  ajhadow^  as  you  fee  it  rendered 
on  the  margent  of  fome  of  your  Bibles*  The  Son 
of-  God,  by  tabernacling  among  men,  in  human  na^ 
ture,  interpOfed  between  them  and  the  hot  difpleafure 
of  the  Almighty,  which  they  had  incurred  by  tranf* 
greffion. — ^This  tabernacle  is  likewife  foretold  (hall 
be  a  place  of  refuge.  The  expreffion  may  allude  to 
the  cities  of  refuge,  appointed  under  the  law ;  of 
which  we  read,  Numb.  xxxv.  n.— 14.  Thefe  were 
ere&ed*,  by  divine  appointment,  upon  confpicuous 
high  grounds,  where  they  might  be  feen  at  a  great 
diftance :  they  weTe  to  be  fo  fituated,  that  a  perfon 
might  reach  one  of  them  in  a  (hort  time,  from  the 
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noil  diftant  corner  of  the  land :  they  were  required 
to  be  cities  of  the ,  Levi  tes,  from  frhom  thofe  who  fled 
thither  might  enjoy  the  benefit  of  inftfudtion  r  the 
roads  leading  to  them  were  ordered  to  be  made  good; 
and  (tones  fet  up,  to  give  direction  to  thofe  who  re- 
forted  thither  for  protedion.  Such  a  place  of  refuge 
is  the  true  tabernacle  here  fpoken  of,  which  is  the 
^mly  fufficient  fan&uary  from  florin  and  rain.  It  was 
creeled  by  divine  appointment ;  and  elevated,  that  it 
might  draw  all  men  unto  it :  thither  men  are  com- 
manded to  flee  for  refuge :  the  way  is  clearly  marked 
out  in  the  gofpel,  by  which  the  prifoners  of  hope  are 
to  turn  to  this  ftrong-hold,  where  they  are  affured  of 

mftru&ion,  which  (hall  make  wife  unto  falvation. 

Thefe  predictions  received  a  partial  accomplifhment, 
in  the  peace  and  fafety  which  the  churches  in  Judea, 
Samaria,  Galilee)  and  other  places  enjoyed,  under 
die  fpecial  prote&ion  of  divine  providence,  and  the 
extraordinary  proofe  with  which  they  were  favoured 
of  God's  gracious  prefence.  And  afterward,  when 
the  heat  of  perfeeuuoa  arofe,  Jefus  Chrift  afforded 
comfortable  (belter  and  defence  to  his  church,  and 
preferved  it  from  thofe  fevere  judgments  which  over* 
turned  the  Jewifh  (late.  And  blefied  be  God,  that,  in 
following  ages,  the  church  of  Chrift  hath  happily  ex- 
perienced the  farther  fulfilment  of  thefe  promifes,  the 
completion  of  which  we  are  dill  admitted  to  behold.— 
Let  us  be  deeply  fenfible  of  our  need  of  thefe  precious 
bleffings :  let  us  highly  prize  them,  and  ear ne Illy  feek 
to  enjoy  them.  It  is  only  thofe  who  are  weary,  that 
will  feek  reft:  it  is.  only  thofe  who  fee  they  are  in 
danger,  that  will  flee  to  a  place  of  refuge :  it  is  only 
they  who  are  convinced  a  ftorm  is  approaching,  that 
will  look  for  (belter.  Affe&ed  with  a  deep  fenfe  of 
the  divine  difpleafuxe  to  which  we^are  expofed  by  (in, 
let  us  have  immediate  recourfe  to  Jefus  Chrift,  repofc 
ourfelves  under  his  refrefhing  fhadow,  and  thankfully 
accept  of  the  refuge  and'  covert  he  affords  from  im- 
pending calamity  and  danger. 

PRELIMI- 


C    *4°    3 
PRELIMINARY  OBSERVATIONS, 

■  • 

THE  difcourfe  recorded  in  this  chapter,  ftanda  tm* 
connected  with  the  preceding,  and  following 
ones.  Ir  was  probably  delivered  toward  the  conclufion 
of  the  reign  of  Uzziah,  after  he  had  been  (truck  "With 
leprofy.  It  contains  a  figurative  reprefentation  of  the 
inestimable  bleflings  which  God  h?d  conferred  upon 
his  .ancient  people,  their  bafe  ingratitude  for  his  dif. 
tinguifhing  favours,  and  the  dreadful  judgments  which 

were  to  be  infli&ed  upon  them  for  their  fins 

The  prophet  begins  with  defcribing  the  paft,  and  fu- 
ture fortunes  of  Ifrael  and  Judah,  under  the  figure  of  a 
vineyard,  planted,  cultivated,  and  defended  by  the  land 
providence  of  God,  whpfe  juft  expectations  having 
been  difappointed,  after  exercifing  long  patience, 
he  deprived  them  of  the  important  advantages  they 
enjoyed,  and  afterward  deftroyed  and  exterminated 
them.  He  then  explains  the  metaphorical  language 
he  had  ufed,  and  plainly  points  out  the  meaning  of 
the  parable  he  had  delivered.  After  which,  he  re* 
counts  fix  enormous  crimes  to  which  the  people  of 
Ifrael  and  Judah  were  addi&ed ;  on  account  of  which, 
he  denounces  fo  many  terrible  woes  againft  them,  in* 
volving  many  great  calamities.  The  prophecy  looks 
forward  to  the  punifhment  inflitted  upon  Ephraim, 
by  the  Affyrians;  and  upon  the  Jews,  firft  by  the 
Babylonians,  and  afterward  by  the  Romans:  both 
which  may  be  comprehended  in  the  events  foretold, 
whereby  the  predictions  were  verified. 


CHAP.    V. 

NOW  will  I  fing  to  my  well-beloved,  a  fong  of 
my  beloved,  touching his  vineyard:  Mywcll- 
beloved  hath  a  vineyard  in  a  very  fruitful  hjli. 

Now 
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Now  mil  I  jfegv  or,  according  to  the  Btfliop  of 
London's  new  tranflarion,  "  Let  me  ling  now  a 
"  fong."  The  Hebrew  word  tranflated  a_fong%  is 
often  ufed  in  an  extenfire  fenfe,  .to  denote  any  elabo- 
rate composition,  confiding  of  ihbrt  Sentences,  defign- 
ed  for  inftru&ion  or  entertainment j  though  it  more 
commonly  fignifies,  any  kind  of  verfe>  formed  of  cer- 
tain feled  words,  fo  arranged  as  to  make  an  agreeable 
melody,  or  Awficai  tone  of  the  voice,  A  learned 
commentator  obfenres  #,  That  there  are  three  kinds  of 
fongs  or  poems  in  the  Hebrew  fcriptures ;  which  he 
Axis  defctibes,  fend  diftiligniflies.  from  each  other: 
The  firft  axe.  tbbfe  which  ire  Written  in  rhyme, 
having  fimilar  cdrcefponding  founds  terminating  the 
verfes ;  each  of  which  are  ccnApofed  of  a  certain  num- 
ber of  fyllafoles,  forming  a  fbrt  of  metre,  with  the  rules 
of  which  wfc  are  unacquainted.  The  fecond  are  verfes 
in  which  the  words-  are  diftributed.  accbrding  to  num- 
ber, quantity,  add  acoent*  fo  as  to  make  an  agreeable 
harmony 5  and  mufical  melody,  at ifing  from  the  pro- 
portion and  relation  of  different  combined  founds ; 
and  tfere  defigmed  to  have  been  fuftg  either  by  the 
vbice,  or  by  inftfriokenis  of  mljftc.  •  Of  this  fort  were 
the  fongfc  of  Motes,  Miriam,:  Dtfcorah,  and  others. 
The  third  tlaft  is  Compofed  of  allegorical  and  parabo- 
lical fenteikces,  containing  fignifitant  fayings  of  high 
importance,  which,  from  the  arrangement  of  words, 
and  difpofition  of  fyilables,  farm  a  fort  of  verfe,  in- 
tended to  improve  the  heart,  to  ftftdify  the  life*  and 
comfort  the  mind.  Such  is  the.  Song  of  Songs,  the 
fong  now  before  us,  and  thofe  contained  in  the 
twelfth  and  twenty-fixth  chapters  of  this  prophecy. 

Note  win  tfififc  tp  m  wfiU-bel&ued.  The  perfon  to 
whom  the  prophet  refefved  to  flag  this  fong,  he  de- 
scribes by  the  name  of  his  welUbeloved ;  to  whom  be- 
longed the  vineyard  of  the  Jewish  church,  which  is 
the  fnbje£b  of  this  long,  or  parable.    This  is  no  other 

•  Vitriog* 

thap 
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than  the  Lord  of  hofts,  as  is  evfcta&^  front  the  7th 
verfe  of  this  chapter.  ■  This  mighty:  Lord  was  the  pro* 
prietor  of  this  vineyard,  under  whofe  dire&ion,  in-' 
ipe&ion,  and  care,  all  its  intcrefts  wore  managed :'  fie 
was  alfo  the  objed  of  the  prophet's  fupreme  affe&ioiv 
the  defife  of  all  natfons,  the  hope  of  Ifrael,  the  Lord 
whom  they  fought,  the  meffenger  of  the  covenant 
in  whom  they  delighted,  and  who  is  often  .intended: 
by  this  description  in  the  Song  of  Solomon.  The 
author  of  the  fong  before  us,  which  was  defigned  ta 
be  fung  in  honour  of  the  God  of  Ifrael,  is  the  rfoly; 
Spirit,  by  whom  bur  prophet  was  inspired,  and  tot 
whom  the  church  is  indebted  for  this  valuable  compo* 
fition.  Indeed  we  cannot  celebrate  his  praifes  aright^ 
or  fing  to  his  glory,  unlefs  he  put  a  new  fong  into 
our  mouths,  and  fuitable  difoofition*  iflto  our  hearts^ 
for  we  can  give  him  only  of  his  own,  and  ferve  hio* 
with  what  he  is  pleafed  to  beftow>*— *-*Thc  fubje& 
of  the  fong  is  his  virteyard :  by  which  we  are  m% 
formed,  at  the  7th:  verfe,  is  meant  the  houfe  ofi 
Ifrael ;  comprehending  the  ten  tribes,  who  were  di£{ 
tinguifhed,  by,  that  name,  from  the  tribes  of  judais 
tod  Benjamin,*  ^ho -adhered  to  the  family  of  David/ 
whole  kings  were  Dheally  defcended  front  that  illufc 
trious  prince.  By  fubfti  tilting  the  church  of  Chrift  for 
the  vineyard  of  Ifrael,  the  benefits  conferred  upon  the; 
one  for  the  bleffings  enjoyed  by  the  other,  and  the: 
unfuitable  returns  of  the  former  for  the  vile  ingratU 
tude  of  the  tatter,  this  fcripture  is  made  T>ur  own:  nay, 
with*  more  fulnefs  and  propriety  may  it  now  be  ap* 
plied*  to  Hie  fubftance,  than  it  was  of  old  to  the  fhadow: 
of  good  things  to  come. 

My  vielt-beloved  hath  a  *)ineyat<k  .The  vine  is  a 
plant,  which,  when  rightly  cultivated,  bears  moft  ex- 
cellent grapes ;  from  which  is  extracted  the  beft  of  all 
liquors,  that,  in  the  language  of  fcripture,  chetrs  the 
heart  of  God  and  man.  A  vineyard  is  a  oalle&ion  of 
vines  planted  in  a  field,  where  they  may  beft  enjoy  the 
refrelhing  beams  of  the  fun,  anfl  other  advantages  that 

render 
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render  them  fruitful.  By  this  fimilitude,  the  church 
of  God,  under  the  former  difpenfation,  conftituted 
of  the  Ifraelitifh  nation,  is  fometimes  fpoken  of  in 
fcripture.  Instances  of  this  fort  occur  in  the  eightieth 
pfalm ;  and  in  the  twentieth  chapter  of  Matthew, 
where  our  Lord  fpeaks  of  it  under  the  fame  figure. 
This  vineyard  was  planted,  when  the  pofterity  of  the 
renowned  patriarchs,  Abraham,  Ifaac,  and  Jacob, 
Were  tranflated  into  the  land  of  Canaan,  feparated 
from  among  other  nations,  fet  apart  for  a  peculiar 
people  unto  God,  and  were  committed  to  the  care 
of  God's  dear  Son,  v(ho  took  them  into  his  ma- 
nagement and  protection.  Vineyards  were  intend- 
ed for  the  pleafure  and  benefit  of  their  proprietors, 
Who  doubtlefs  derived  much  fatisfa&ion  and  advan- 
tage from  the  rich  grapes  they  produced.  In  this  re- 
fpeft,  as  well  as  others,  they  afforded  an  agreeable  re- 
prefentation  of  the  church  under  the  Old  Teftament ; 
in  which  were  the  pleafant  plants  of  the  men  of  Ju- 
dah,  in  whom  the  Moil  High  took  particular  pleafure, 
among  whom  he  delighted  to  dwell,  whilft  his  honour 
and  glory  were  made  great  in  their  falvation.  Thefe, 
from  time  to  time*  produced  the  precious  fruits 
whereby. God  and  man  are  delighted;  fuch  as  faith 
and  love,  hope,  patience,  and  obedience  to  the  divine 
commandments.  This  was  the  vineyard  of  the  well- 
beloved  Son  of  God,  whp  omitted  nothing  that  could 
promote  its  fruitfulnefs.     He  planted  it  on 

A  very  fruitful  bill,  which  gave  it  all  the  advantage 
it  could  enjoy  from  fituation.  On  the  margent  of  fome 
of  your  Bible!,  the  Hebrew  words  are  tranflated  a  born 
of  tbefon  of  oiL  The  expreffion  is  highly  figurative ; 
and  defcribes  the  land  of  Canaan  as  a  horn,  becaufe 
it  was  reckoned  to  be  higher  than  the  neighbouring 
countries,  as  the  horn  is  higher  than  the  body  of 
the  animal — and  the  fon  of  oil,  becaufe  it  was  a  land 
which  abounded  in  oil,  milk,  and  .honey,  with  the 
other  comforts  of  life.  According  to  both  thefe  in- 
terpretations, tlje  words  ftrongly  reprefent  the  elevated* 

H  h  :  fituation, 
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fituation,  and  vaft  fertility  of  the  land  of  lfrael.  In 
refpeft  of * form  or  ihape,  it  was  crooked  and  high  ; 
ftretching  from  the  defert  of  Arabia  on  the  fouth, 
bending  toward  the  north,  it  went  as  far  as  the  land 
of  Paleftine  on  the  eaft.  With  regard  to  fruitfulnefsf 
the  land  of  Canaan  far  excelled  any  country  with 
which  we  are  acquainted ;  for  the  children  of  lfrael 
reaped  their  fixty,  and  their  hundred  folds.  It  muft 
have  been  fo ;  otherwife  a  country  of  fimilar  extent 
to  the  principality  of  Wales,  to  which  it  hath  been 
compared  for  fize,  could  not  have  fuftained  fo  many 
hundred  thoufands  of  people,  who  carried  on  but  little 
commerce  with  neighbouring  nations.  On  account 
of  its  fertile  foil,  and  luxuriant  crops,  it  is  frequently 
celebrated  in  fcripture.  By  this  confideration,  Mofes 
recommended  to  the  Ifraelites  obedience  to  the  com- 
mandments of  the  Lord :  *  For  the  Lord  thy  God 

*  bringeth  thee  into  a  good  land ;  a  land  of  brooks  of 

*  water,  of  fountains,  and  depths  that  fpring  out  of 
€  valleys  and   hills ;    a  land  of  wheat,  and  barley, 

*  and  vines,  and  fig-trees,  and  pomegranates;  a  land 

*  of   oil-olive,  and  honey;    a  land    wherein    thou 

*  (halt  eat  bread  without  fcarcenefs,  thou  (halt  not  lack 
4  any  thing  in  it;  a  land  whofe  (tones  are  iron,  and 

*  out  of  whofe  hills  thou  mayeft  dig  brafs/  This 
then  was  the  firft  benefit  here  mentioned,  which  God 
conferred  upon  his  vineyard.    He  planted  it  in  a  very 

fruitful  hill.  This  circumftance  ought  to  remind 

us,  my  brethren,  of  the  kindnefs  of  God,  in  giving 
us  the  good  land  in  which  we  dwell  for  a  poffeffion ; 
which,  though  far  inferior  to  Canaan  in  fruitfulnefs, 
is,  in  many  refpefts,  preferable  to  mod  countries. 
Senfible  of-  the  powerful  obligations  we  are  hereby 
brought  under,  let  us  bring  forth  fruit  unto  God,  and 
endeavour  to  behave  in  a  manner  fuited  to  the  im- 
portant advantages  we  enjoy. 

%  2  And  he  fenced  it,  and  gathered  out  the 
ftones  thereof,*  and  planted  it  with  th«  choicieft 

vine, 
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vine,  and  built  a  tower  in  the  midft  of  it,  and 
alfo  made  a  wine^prefs  therein  :  and  he  looked 
that  it  fhould  bring  forth  grapes,  and  it  brought 
forth  wild  grapes, 

Thefe  words  defcribe  other  external  benefits,  which 
God  conferred  upon  the  vineyard  of  his  church. 
He  inclofed  it  with  a  fence,  which  ferved  to  mark 
its  boundaries,  to  diflinguHh  it  from  neighbouring 
countries,  to  prevent  the  hand  of  fraud  or  violence 
from  hurting  it,  and  to  hinder  its  rapacious  en  Amies 
from  injuring  the  vines.  The  land  of  Ifrael  was  en- 
compafled  with  excellent  natural  fences :  on  the  weft 
lay  the  Mediterranean  fea ;  on  the  eaft  was  the  river 
Jordan,  the  fea  of  Galilee,  and  the  Dead  fea ;  on  the 
fouth  were  the  deferts  of  Arabia,  and  the  mountains 
of  Idumea;  and  on  the  north  was  a  ridge  of  moun- 
tains, called  Antilibanus.  All  thefe,  however,  would 
have  proved  no  better  than  bowing  walls,  and  totter- 
ing  fences,  to  guard  its  inhabitants,  had  not  the  Al- 
mighty fuperadded  the  prote&ion  of  his  kind  provi- 
dence. He  himfelf,  his  favour,  and  power,  were  their 
fure  defence ;  for  he  was  not  only  the  glory  in  the 
midft  of  them,  but  a  wall  of  fire  round  about  them* 
He  appointed  falvation  for  .walls  and  bulwarks,  as  was 
often  lung  in  the  land  of  Judah.  Such  was' the  won- 
derful, conftant  protedion  which  God  afforded  his 
people  Ifrael,  that,  during  the  three  folemn  fertivals, 
of  the  Paffover,  Pentecoft,  and  Tabernacles,  when  all 
the  males  wept  up  to  Jerufalem,  and  the  whole  land 
might  have  become  an  eafy  prey  to  the  nations  around 
them,  God  preferved  their  country  in  fafety;  and  per- 
mitted not  the  neighbouring  kingdoms  td  invade  their 
poffeffions.  And  that  no  advantage  derived  from  a 
complete  fence  might  be  wanting  to  his  vineyard,  he 
gave  to  Ifrael  the  ceremonial  law,  that  wall  of  parti- 
tion, which  feparated  them  from  all  other  people  of 
the  world,  and  kept  them  from  incorporating  with 
them.     He  gave  them  alfo  the  moral  law,  which  in- 

itrufted 
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ftru&ed  them  in  the  duty  they  owed  to  God,  and  to 
one  another ;  and  ferved  as  an  excellent  mean  to  re- 
tain them  within  proper  bounds  in  their  whole  con- 
duit. I  may  add,  that  the  judges,  princes, . and  rulers, 
whom  God  raifed  up  among  therp,  were  the  ufeful 
inflruments  of  preferving  them  in  order  and  fafety. — 
Let  us  recoiled  with  gratitude,  the  defence  which 
God  hath  formed  around  us  as  a  people,  and  the 
church  he  hath  planted  among  us,  whereby  he  hath 
in  mercy  guarded  us  from  innumerable  dangers,  and 
prote&ed  us  from  our  powerful  enemies ;  whilft  he 
hath  favoured  us  with  his  law  and  gofpcl,  and,  in 
many  important  refpefl!s,  put  a  difference  between  us 
and  neighbouring  nations.  Thefe  diftinguiftnng  fa- 
vours ought  to  excite  us  to  be  fruitful  in  every  good 
work. 

4nd  gathered  out  the  fanes  thereof.  That  a  vine- 
yard,  or  garden,  be  properly  formed  and  cultivated, 
a  fence  mud  not  only  be  put  around  it,  but  the 
ftones,  which  would  mar  its  beauty,  fpoil  the  growth 
of  the  vines,  and  prevent  its  fruitfulnefs,  mud  alfo 
be  gathered  out.  This  neceffary  benefit  God  like- 
vrtfe  bellowed  upon  his  church  of  old.  In  the  figu- 
rative fenfe,  in  which  this  fong  muft  be  explained, 
the  gathering  out  the  ftones  here  mentioned,  may 
denote  the  expulfion  of  the  idolatrous  nations  which 
dwelt  in  Canaan,  prior  to  the  time  in  which  the 
Ifraelittth  church  was  planted  in  that  land.  Thefe 
obdurate  people  had  been  infenfible  to  the  revelations 
of  the  wrath  of  God  againft  all  unrighteoufnefs  and 
ungodUnefs  of  men :  they  had  remained  unaffe&ed 
with  the  blefiings  of  his  goodnefs,  who  gave  them 
rain  from  heaven,  and  fruitful  feafons ;  and  when 
they  knew  God,  they  glorified  him  not  as  God,  nei- 
ther were  thankful :  they  changed  the  glory  of  the 
incorruptible  God  into  an  image  made  like  to  corrup- 
tible man,  and  to  birds,  and  beads,  and  creeping 
things  ;  and  therefore  were  fignificantly  reprefented 
by  the  ftones  of  the  field.    Had  thefe  people  been 

fuffered 
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fuffered  to  remain  among  the  Ifraelites,  they  mud 
have  greatly  fpoiled  the  beauty  of  their  church,  ob» 
ftru&ed  its  increafe,  and  hindered  its  fruitfulnefs.  They 
would  have  proved  a  fnare  to  the  pofterity  of  Abra- 
ham, wherein  they  might  have  been  entangled ;  and, 
by  their  idolatrous  and  vicious  prattices,  that  highly, 
favoured  nation  might  have  been  feduced  from  their 
obedience  to  God,  into  criminal  quftoms,  and  bad 
habits.  This  is  plainly  intimated  in  the  pathetic  difr 
courfe  which  Mofes  delivered  to  them,  recorded 
Deut.  iv.  To  this  figurative  defcription  of  the  Hea- 
then our  Saviour  perhaps  alluded,  in  the  anlwer  he 
gave  to  fome  of  the  multitude,  who  afked  him  to  re* 
buke  his  difciples  *.  <  This  benefit,  which  was  re- 
markably conferred  upon  the  church  under  the  Old 
Teftament,  in  the  days  of  Jolhua,  and  afterward  ftill 
more  eminently  in  the  reign  of  David,  is  likewife  en- 
joyed under  the  prefent  difpenfation.  In  the  fcriptures 
of  truth,  all  hypocrites,  all  who  know  not  God,  and 
obey  not  the  gofpel,  are  exprefsly  excluded  from  the 
church  of  Jefus  Chrift  ;  and,  in  due  time,  a  complete 
feparation  fhafl  be  made  between  the  righteous  and 
the  wicked. 

And  planted  it  with  the  choice/}  vine.  However  ex- 
cellent the  fituation  of  a  vineyard,  though  it  be  well 
laid  out,  and  highly  improved,,  yet  if  planted  with 
bad  vines,  all  the  labour  and  expences  will  be  in 
great  meafure  loft.  The  chief  excellence,  therefore, 
of  a  vineyard,  confifts  in  its  being  planted  with  the 
beft  vines.  Accordingly  this  circumftance  is  here 
particularly  mentioned.  God  planted  his  church  of 
old  with  a  noble  vine,  and  wholly  a  right  feed  :  he 
enriched  his  vineyard  with  the  choiceft  vines.  He 
pitched  upon  Abraham,  his  friend,  as  the  flock  from 
whom,  through  his  rich'  blefling,  and  kind  provi- 
dence, there  fprung  fhoots  in  number,  as  the  ftars 
in  heaven,  and  the  fand  by  the  fea-ftiorc.   There  was 

*  £,ukc  Jtix.  4p, 

indeed 
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indeed  no  intrinfic,  fuperior  excellence  in  thi$  great 
patriarch,  or  his  dependents,  but  what  was  the  gift 
of  the  Father  of  lights,  who  made  them  to  differ  j 
whofe  choice  rendered  them  choice  vines ;  and  who* 
contrary  to  nature,  graffed  them  into  the  true  vine, 
from  whence,  deriving  nourifhment,  they  became 
good  and  fruitful.  Among  that  generation  of  Ifrael 
whom  Jofhua  introduced  into  the  land  of  Canaan, 
and  planted  in  it,  there  were  many  illuftrious  per- 
fons,  who  were  Eminent  for  faith  and  holinefs;  and 
who  gave  memorable  proofs  of  obedience  to  God, 
of  \vh9fe  mighty  ads  they  had  been  witncffes,  and 
of  whofe  bounty  they  had  largely  participated.  In- 
corporated by  excellent  laws,  diftinguifhcd  by  peco- 
liar  privileges,  and  honoured  with  confpicuous  marks 
of  divine  approbation,  this,  vineyard  is  juftly  faid  to 
have  been  planted  with  the  choiceft  vine.»  ■  In 
this  refpeft,  what  is  here  faid  of  the  Qld-Tef- 
tament  church,  afforded  only  a  faint  reprefentation 
of  the  felicity  of  the  church  'under  the  New  Tefta- 
ment,  at  the  head  of  which  ftands  Jefus  Chrift,  the 
true  vine  ;  with  his  branches,  the  apoftles,  and  their 
numerous  renowned  followers,  who  were  filled  with 
the  fruits  of  righteoufnefs.  Upon  us  then  the  bene- 
fit here  mentioned,  hath  been  conferred  in  a  more 
eminent  degree  than  upon  Ifrael  of  old ;  and,  by 
this  circumftance  among  others,  we  are  brought  un- 
der the  ftrongeft  obligauons  to  bring  forth  fruit  unto 
God. 

And  built  a  tower  in  the  midjl  of  it.  This  is  the 
fifth  benefit  which  the  prophet  here-  mentions,  as 
having  been  beftowed  upon  the  church  of  old. 
Towers  were  anciently  ere&ed  in  vineyards,  as  places 
of  defence  againfl  the  hoftile  attacks  of  enemies : 
they  were  intended  to  be  the  refidence  of  thofe  who 
kept  them :  they  ferved  as  ornaments  to  the  vineyards, 
and  conduced  to  the  pleafure  of  their  proprietors.  By 
the  tower,  which  God  is  here  faid  to  have  built  in  the 
church  of  Ifrael,  may  be  meant,  the  city  of  Jerufalem, 

which 
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which  ferved  the  fame  purpofes  to  them  as  a  tower 
to  a  vineyard.  That  famous  city  was  remarkable  for 
being  a  place  of  great  ftrength  and  fecurity,  lis  appears 
from  the  defcriptions  given  of  it  in  fcripture,  and  the 
attempts  of  the  many  powerful  enemies  which  it  re* 
filled.  The  kings  of  Ifrael,  and  their  counfellors,  who 
were  the  guardians  of  the  public  fafety,  refided  there : 
the  prophets,  and  the  priefts  alfo,  to  whom  was  com- 
mitted the  infpe&ion  of  the  vineyard,  had  likewife 
their  refidence  in  this  metropolis.  It  was  a  great  t)r- 
nament  to  the  Ifraeiitifh  nation,  renowned  for  its 
beauty  and  fituation,  the  joy  of  the  whole  earth, 
wherever  its  fame  had  reached.  In  its  palaces  God 
was  known  for  a  refuge.  c  For  lo,  the  kings  were 
c  affembled,  they  pafled  by  together.     They  faw"  it, 

*  and  fo  they  marvelled,  they  were  troubled,  and 

*  haded  away  *.  It  was  the  place  wherein  God  put 
his  name,  in  which  he  delighted  to  dwell,  upon  which 
his  eyes  and  his  heart  were  fixed  continually  for  good  ; 
and  when^  in  his  good  pleafure,  he  built  up  the  walls 
thereof,  he  was  pleafed  with  the  facrifices  of  righteout 
nefs,  with  burnt-offerings,  and  whole  burnt-offerings, 
which  were  offered  upon  his  altar.  On  thefe,  and  other 
accounts,  we  fuppofe,  that  the  city  of  Jerufalem, 
which  was  thought  to  be  fituated  near  the  midft  of 
the  land  of  Canaan,  was  the  tower  which  God  built 

in  the  vineyard  of  his  ancient  church. Corre* 

fponding  to  this  privilege,  we,  under  the  New  Tefcu 
ment,  enjoy  advantages  equal,  yea,  greatly  fuperior  to 
thofe  which  Ifrael  derived  from  their  famous  metro- 
polis. 

And  alfo  made  a  wine-pre/s  therein.  This  is  the 
fixth,  and  lad-mentioned  advantage  which  the  church 
anciently  enjoyed :  the  others,  paffed  over  in  filence, 
may  be  fuppofed,  or  included,  in  thofe  which  are  ex- 
preffed.  I  imagine  every  vineyard  hath  commonly  a 
wine-prefs  made  in  it,  or  near  it,  for  fqueezing  and  ex- 

*  Pfal.  :Jviii.  i.  ctfeq. 
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trading  the  wine  from  the  grapes.  In  allufion  to  this 
practice,  the  blefled  God  is  here  faid  to  have  made  a 
Wine-prefs  in  the  vineyard  of  his  church,  that  he  might 
therein  colleft  the  fruits  of  his  vineyard,  and  all  that 
praife  and  glory  which  he  juflly  expeded  to  receive* 
Learned  men  are  divided  in  opinion  refpecting  what 
is  here  intended  by  the  wine-prefs.  Some  have 
thought,  that  the  altar  was  thereby  fignified,  upon 
which  the  blood  of  facrifices,  and  drink- offerings  of 
wine,  were  poured  out ;  others  have  contended,  that 
the  prophets  were  thereby  reprefented,  whom  God 
fent  unto  his  people,  to  prefs  them,  by  their  inftruc- 
tions  and  example,  to  the  exercifes  of  true  religion 
and  virtue.  I  rather  fuppofe,  that  the  temple  of  Je- 
rufalem  was  fignified  by  the  wine-prefs,  in  which  the 
affemblies  of  Ifrael  were  convened :  the  fruits  of  faiths 
of  righteoufrtefs,  and  obedience,  were,  in  fomemeafure* 
collected  and  exprefl'ed  in  the  facrifices,  the  prayers, 
and  praifes,  which  were  therein  prefented  to  the  Moflt 
High.  This  beautiful  edifice  was  a  kind  of  public  re- 
pository, in  which  all  the  gifts  and  graces  of  God*« 
people  were  expreffed  in  the  moft  becoming  manner, 
in  obedience  to  Jehovah,  and  to  his  gfary.  The  tribes 
of  Ifrael,  who  went  up  thither,  were  ftrongly  urged 
to  the  exercife  of  devout  affe&ions,  and  good  cort- 
duft,  whereby  the  public  benefit  was  promoted,  and 
their  own  fruitfulnefs  demonftrated.— — Under  the 
better  difpenfation,  with  which  we  are  favoured, 
Jefus  Chrift  affords  us  many  greater  prerogatives  than 
thofe  which  were  enjoyed  in  the  temple  by  the  pofte- 
rity  of  Abraham. Such  were  the  important  ad- 
vantages which  God  was  pleafed  to  confer  upon  the 
vineyard  of  his  ancient  church.  Let  us  not  over-rate, 
nor  envy  their  privileges.  The  bleffings  we  enjoy  are 
far  more  excellent  than  the  benefits  they  poffeffed. 
Deeply  impreffed  then  with  a  grateful  fenfe  of  God's 
diftinguifliing  goodnefs,  let  us  diligently  improve  it, 
for  animating  us  to  the  faithful  performance  of  every 
good  work. 

And 
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And  be  looked  that  rt/hould  bring  forth  grapes.  Af- 
ter fo  much  had  been  done  for  the  vineyard,  the 
great  Lord  of  all  juftly  expe&ed,  that  it  would  have 
yielded  good  fruit  in  great  abundance.  The  event 
however  proved  otherwife.  Known  unto  God  are  all 
his  works  from  the  beginning.  From  everlafting  he 
had  a  full  view,  and  perfect  knowledge  of  all  the 
events  of  time ;  and  therefore,  Itri&ly  fpeaking,  he 
never  finds  any  thing  different  from  what  he  clearly 
foreknew  would  certainly  come  to  pafs.  Notwitb* 
Handing,  difappointment  ,of  expectation  is  here  a- 
fcribed  to  God,  refpefting .  the  confequences  of  the 
care  and  kindnefs  he  had  {hewn  to  his  church.  The 
expreflion  is  ufed  in  condefcenfion  to  the  weaknefs  of 
our  capacities,  and  mud  be  underftood  fo  as  to  be 
confident  with  the  infinite  perfe&ion  of  the  divine 
nature,  and  the  glorious  attributes  of  Jehovah.  Men 
who  are  attentive  to  their  vineyards,  and  beftow.much 
care  and  expence  upon  their  cultivation,  naturally  ex- 
peft  fruits  in  fome  meafure  proportioned  to  their  la* 
bour  and  charges,  and  would  not  be  a  little  diiap- 
pointed  did  they  prove  otherwife.  You  who  are 
hufbandmen,  entertain  the  pleafing  hope,  that,  in  the 
weeks  of  approaching  harveft,  you  Avail  be  abundantly 
recompenied  for  all  the  cod  and  toil  you  have  laid 
out  upon  your  fields.  In  like  manner,  the  bleiled 
God  looks  for  fruit  from  the  vineyard  of  his  church, 
fuited  to  the  many  advantages  they  have  enjoyed ;  and, 
in  this  profpe&,  he  exercifes  much  long-iuffering  to- 
ward them.  This  expectation,  you  mud  acknowledge, 
is  juft  and  reafonable,  according  to  the  well-known 
rule  of  equity,  'To  whom  much  is  given,  much  will 
1  bp  required/  The  proper  effe&s,  however,  the  de- 
firable  confequences  of  the  divine  kindnefe  and  care, 
could  not  be  difcerned  in  the  vineyard  of  Ifrael.  ■ 
Would  to  God  that,  in  this  refped,  we  may  bear  them 
no  refemblance ;  but,  being  planted  in  the  houfe  of 
tbe  Lord,  let  us  ftill  bring  forth  fruit,  to  Ihew  that  the 

I  i  Lord 
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Lord  is  upright,  he  is  our  rock,  and  there  is  no  un- 
righteoufnefs  in  him. 

And  it  brought  forth  wild  grapes.  Inftead  of  the  good 
fruits  of  righteoufnefs,  which  tend  to  the  glory  of 
God,  and  comfort  of  men,  the  lfraelitifti  church  pro- 
duced only  wild  grapes,  the  fruits  of  corrupt  nature* 
They  entertained  wrong  fentiments  concerning  the 
ways  of  God,  particularly  refpefting  the  way  by  which 
they  might  have  become  righteous  before  him.  *  They 

*  followed  after  the  law  ot  righteoufnefs,  but  did  not 
€  attain  to  it ;  becaufe  they  fought  it  not  by  faith, 

*  but  as  it  were  by  the  works  of  the  law :  for  they 
c  (tumbled  at  that  flumbling-ftone  *.'  Falfe  notions 
of  the  great  promifed  Meffiah,  of  the  rites  they  were 
commanded  to  obferve,  and  the  facrifices  which  they 
offered,  were  exceedingly  prevalent  among  them.  They 
indulged  corrupt  aife&ions:  they  were  addi&ed  to  all 
manner  of  vice  and  wickednefs;  fuch  as  idolatry, 
pride,  oppreflion,  and  injuftice,  which  they  pra&iied 
under  the  cloak  of  a  high  profeffion.  They  rebelled 
againft   God :  *  they   defpifed   his  judgments,   and 

*  walked  not  in  his  (tatutes,  but  polluted  his  fabbaths: 

*  for  their  heart  went  after  their  idols  f.f  Hence  the 
heavy  charge  which  God  brought  againft  them,  by 
the  prophet  Jeremiah,  *  I  had  planted  thee  a  noble 

*  vine,  wholly  a  right  feed :  how  then  art  thou  turned 
c  into  the  degenerate  plant  of  a  ftrange  vine  unto 

*  me  J  ?'  Their  bed  performances  were  no  better  than 
wild  grapes,  and  the  ciufters  of  Gomorrah,  which, 
though  outwardly  beautiful,  were  putrid  and  ufelefs. 
On  the  part  of  God,  no  care  or  pains  was  wanting : 
but  fo  ftrong  was  the  corruption  of  Ifrael,  that  it 
abufed  the  divine  goodnefs,  and  turned  the  grace*  of 
the  Moll  High  into  wantonnefs :  very  great  was  the 
difproportion  between  the  means  employed  for  their 
improvement,  and  the  end  thereby  accomplished.— 
Have  not  we,  my  brethren,  foolifhly  a&ed  over,  in 

*  Rom.  is.  31,  32.         f  Ezek.  xx.  16.         J  Jer.  ii.  21. 
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fome  meafure,  their  criminal,  conduQ:,  by  the  ungrate^ 
fill  returns  we  have  made  to  the  Giver  of  all  good  for 
his  diftinguifhing  kindnefles.  Aftamed  of  our  paft  un- 
fruitfulnefs,  let  us  henceforth  have  our  fruit  unto  holi- 
nefs,  that,  in  the  end,  we  may  obtain  everlafting  life. 

3  And  now,  O  inhabitants  of  Jerufalem,  and 
taen  of  Judah,  judge,  I  pray  you,  betwixt  me 
and  my  vineyard. 

The  ungrateful,  unprofitable  people,  with  whom  God 
was  at  variance,  are  here  conftituted  judges  by  fu- 
preme  authority,  and  invited  to  decide  the  caufe  de- 
pending between  the  God  of  Ifrael  and  themfelves,  re- 
lpeding  the  reafonablenefs  and  juftice  of  the  divine  ex- 
pectations.  Such  is  the  perfett  righteoufnefs  and 

equity  of  the  divine  procedure,  and  fuch  his  wonder- 
ful condefcenfion,  that  he  not  only  permits  finners  to 
plead  their  caufe  before  him,  but,  fufpending  •  as 
it  were  his  fovereign  rights,  he  offers  to  plead  be- 
fore  the  tranfgreffors,  to  account  for  his  conduft, 
and  to  fubmit  to  the  judgment  of  his  creatures.  Si- 
milar inftances  of  this  aftonifhing  grace  are  men- 
tioned in  fcripture :  a  remarkable  one  is  recorded  in 
the  firft  part  of  the  fixth  chapter  of  the  prophecies 
of  Micah;  *  Hear  ye  now  what  the  LoTd  faith, 
*  Arife,  contend  thou  before  the  mountains,  and 
c  let  the  hills  hear  thy  voice,*  Zsfc.  The  Almighty, 
by  aftihg  in  this  manner,  obligeth  finners  to  condemn 
themfelves,  and  to  pronounce  their  own  fentence ;  of 
which  I  will  mention  two  memorable  examples,  ferv- 
ing  to  illuftrate  this  remark.  When  the  Lord  fent 
Nathan  the  prophet,  to  reprefent  to  David  his  crimi- 
nal conduct,  David  was  neceffitated,  by  the  meffage  he 
received,  to  pronounce  fentence  upon  himfelf ;  as  you 
may  fee  by  confulting  the  twelfth  chapter  of  Second 
Samuel.  Our  blefTed  Saviour,  by  a  parable,  refembling 
the  one  before  us,  fo  accurately  defcribed  the  charac- 
ter and  conduft  of  the  rulers  of  the  Jews,  that  they 
were  compelled  to  condemn  themfelves :   c  When 

*  therefore 
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*  therefore  (faid  Jefus  Chrift)  the  lord  of  the  vineyard 

*  cometh,  whar  will  he  do  unto  thofe  hulbandmen  $ 

*  They  fay  unto  him,  He  will  miferably  deftroy  thofc 
4  wicked  men,  and  will  let  out  his  vineyard  unto 

*  other  hulbandmen,  who  ftijll  render  him  the  fruits 
c  in  their  feafons  ••   In  the  verfe  under  confideration, 
the  Lord  our  God  called  upon  the  inhabitants  of  the 
highly  favoured  city  Jerufalem,  and  the  men  of  Judah, 
to  whom  he  had  granted  many  ineftimable  privi- 
leges, to  judge  betweci  him  and  them;   in  doing 
which,  juftice  and  equity  would  conftrain  them  to 
decide  againft  themfelves.     Never  was  fuch  a  caufe 
heard  before  any  judge.     Never  was  a  court  con- 
cerned in  a  matter  of  fuch  magnitude.     Never  were 
fuch  parties  heard  at  the  bar  of  any  tribunal :  on  the 
one  part,  the  God  of  the  whole  earth,  before  whom 
all  nations  are  lefs  than  nothing,  and  vanity ;  and,  on 
the  other  part,  finful  dull  and  afhes,  guilty  creatures, 
a  back  Aiding  people.     Never  was  a  fubjedt  of  fuch 
extent  and  confequence  agitated  before  any  judgment* 
feat,  it  being  no  lefs  than  the  whole  condud  of  the 
great  Lord  of  all  toward  his  church,  and  the  whole 
behaviour  of  the  church  toward  him.        -To  you,  my 
friends,  whom  God  hath  favoured  with  many  fignal 
advantages,  he  now  appeals  for  your  decifioft  upon 
his  kindneffes  toward  you,  and  your  ingratitude  and 
mifimprovement.     He  will  always  be  juftified  whea 
he  fpeaketh,  and  clear  when  he  judgeth  ;  and  before 
him  every  mouth  muft  be  ft  opt,  and  all  the  world  be- 
come guilty.    Judge  then  righteous  judgment :  fufFer 
not  foolifh  prejudices,  or  partiality  to  yourfelves,  to  bias 
your  decifion ;  but  declare  plainly,  what,  in  found  rea- 
fon,  are  your  fentiments  upon  the  fubjeft  of  contro- 
verfy ;  and  if  your  determination  be  juft,  it  muft  be 
for  God,  and  againft  yourfelves. 

4  What  could  have  been  done  more  to  my 
vineyard,  that  I  have  not  done  in  it  ?  wherefore 

*  Matth.  xxi.  40,  41.  * 
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i*hen  I  looked  that  it  fhould  bring  forth  grapes, 
brought  it  forth  wild  grapes  ? 

In  thefe .  words,  God  as  it  were  brings  an  afiion 
againfl  his  ungrateful  profeffing  people.— —He  fpeaks 
as  one  confident  of  the  goodnefs  of  his  caufe ;  and 
contends,  that   he   had   not  omitted  to  afford  his 
church  every  advantage  neceflary  to  render  it  fruit- 
ful.    Do  you  reply,  or  think  it  might  have  been  re- 
plied, to  the.  inquiry  here  made,  that  he,  for  whom 
all  things  are  poffible,  could  eafily,  by  the  power  of 
his  vi&orious  grace,  have  converted  the  men  of  Ju- 
dah  from  the  error  of  their  ways  ;  otherwife  people 
can  fruftrate  the  grace  of  God,  and  make  it  of  none 
effeft ;  elfe  God  had  not  done  all  to  his  vineyard 
that  could  have  been  done  in  it  ?   We  affirm,  that 
men  cannot  render  the  grace  of  God  of  none  effcS. 
Do  you  ferioufly  think,  that  the  almighty  God  can- 
not effe&uaily  convert  finners  from  the  erf  or  of  their 
ways;  that  he  hath  not  power  to  give  them  new 
hearts  ;  that  he  is  unable  to  write  his  laws  upon  their 
inward  parts ;  and  that,  having  promifed  thefe,  and 
other  firnilar  bleffings,  his  fuccefs  entirely  depends 
upon  the  varying  inclinations,  and  capricious  hu- 
mours of  men  ?   You  muffc  be  fenfzble,  that,  by  fuch 
a  fuppofltion,  you  alcribe  the  glory  of  finners  con* 
verfion  not  tg  God,  but  to  themfelves  :  you  err,  not 
knowing  the  fcriptures,  which  uniformly  attribute  this 
happy  change  to  him  who  worketh  all  in  ail ;  and 
you  err,  not  knowing  the  power  of  God,  which  can 
eafily  furmount  every  obftacle  that  might  hinder  men 
from  returning  to  the  Mod  High.     Notwithftanding 
the  power  of  Jehovah  could  have  eafily  effectuated  a 
univerfal  bleffed  change  in  the  church  of  Ii'rael,  there 
Appears  great  propriety  and  juftice  in  the  inquiry  be- 
fore us,  when  under  flood,  as  it  ought,  not  in  an  ab- 
folute  and  unlimited,  but  in  a  confined  and  reflricled 
fenfe.     No  doubt  God  could  have  done  much  more 
for  the  improvement  of  that  people  than  he  a&ually 

pcriormed 
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performed  under  the  Old  Teftament :  he  could  have 
given  them  eyes  to  fee,  ears  to  hear,  and  hearts  to 
love  him :   he  could  have  given  them  his  Spirit,  and 
caufed  them  to  walk  in  hi9  (latutes,  and  to  keep  his 
judgments,  and  do  them.     There  is,  however,  a  pe- 
culiar force  and  energy  in   the  queftion  here  put, 
which  we  will  more  clearly  perceive,  by  recollecting 
the  chara&er  of  the  perfons  to  whom  it  was  originally 
dire&ed.    A  few  excepted,*  who  were  Jews  inwardly, 
whofe  circumcifion  was  that  of  the  heart,  in  the  fpirit, 
they  were  a  carnal  and  felf-righteous  people,  the  fer- 
vants  of  corruption,  and  infenfible  of  their  need  of 
divine  grace,  to  effe&uate  their  converfion  to  God. 
To  convince  them  of  their  inability  to  return  to  God, 
and  the  infufficieftcy  for  this  purpofe  of  all  external 
means  and  advantages,  God  requires '  them  to  fay, 
What  could  have  been  done  more  for  his  vineyard  ? 
What  other  means,  fubfervient  to  their  falvation,  and 
neceflary  to  promote  their  happinefs,  fuited  to  the 
difpenfation  under  which  they  lived,  could  they  have 
wifhed  to  enjpy,  befide  thofe  with  which  they  were 
favoured.     The  Lord  their  God  had  put  them  in 
poffeffion  of  a  good  land ;  he  had  exterminated  from 
before  them  the  Canaanites ;  he  had  given  them  good 
laws  ;  he  had  faifed  up  among  them  great  men,  for 
their  defence ;  he  had  fent  his  fervants,  the  prophets, 
to  inftruft  them ;  he  had  inftituted  among  them  the 
foiemn  fervices  of  his  worlhip ;  he  had  erefted  for 
them  a  mod  magnificent  temple,  the  admiration  of 
the  world  ;  he  had  multiplied  to  them  his  favours  ; 
and  chaftized  them  for  their  fins,  with  many  fevere 
judgments.     Could  any  thing  more  have  been  done, 
to  render  them  fruitful  in  good  works,  befide  giving 
them  the  Holy  Spirit,  the  neceffity  of  whofe  influence 
they  were  unwilling  to  acknowledge,-*— This  fubjed 
prefents  us  with  an  afte&ing  inftance  of  the  weak- 
nefs  and  depravity  of  human  nature,  which  cannot 
be  cured  by  the  bed  means  appointed  for  this  end, 
unlefs  accompanied  with  the  grace  of  the  Holy  Spirit, 

which 
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which  God  is  ever  ready  to  bellow  upon  thofe  who, 
convinced  of  their  own  impotence,  humbly  and  ear* 
neftly  aft;  it  of  him. 

Wherefore  when  I  looked  that  it  Jhould  bring  forth 
grapes^  brought  it  forth  wild  grapes  ?  The  bleffed  God 
here  defcribes  his  conduct  toward  his  church  after  the 
manner  of  men ;  who,  having  cultivated  their  vine- 
yards, expeft  that  the  fruits  fhould,  in  fome  meaiure, 
correfpond  to  the  great  care  and  expence  with  which 
they  have  been  attended,  and  are  confequently  much 
difappointed  when  it  proves  otherwife.  Though  the 
great  Lord  of  all  perfectly  knew  that  he  was  not  to 
receive  adequate  returns  for  the  benefits  he  had  con- 
ferred, he  is  neverthelefs  reprefented  as  looking  for 
the  fruits  of  his  kindnefs  and  care,  in  the  obedience  of 
his  people ;  to  remind  them  of  his  conftant  infpeftion, 
his  jufl:  expedition,  and  his  high  difpleafure  at  their* 
unprofitablenefs.  This  momentous  circumftance  1  en- 
deavoured to  illuftrate,  when  treating  the  fecond  verfe, 
where  it  likewife  occurred ;  and  therefore  I  think  it 
unneceffary  to  fay  more  on  the  fubjeft  at  prefent,  than 
to  recommend  it  to  your  feriqus  practical  regard.  In 
the  parable  of  the  fig-tree,  delivered  by  our  Saviour, 
recorded  in  the  thirteenth  chapter  of  Luke,  from  the 
fixth  verfe,  the  great  God  is  reprefented  as  looking 
for  fruit :  when  he  findeth  none,  he  is  juftly  offend- 
ed ;  and,  after  fome  time,  he  ordered  it  to  be  cut 
down.  This  prefents  us  with  a  jufl  view  of  what  will 
be  our  certain  doom,  if,  when  God  looks  for  faith, 
he  obferves  unbelief;  for  repentance,  and  beholds  pre-" 
fumption ;  for  love,  and  feeth  hatred  ;•  for  patience 
only,  and  lo  murmuring ;  for  reformation,  and  in- 
ftead  thereof  backfliding ;  for  fruit,  and  i^othing  to 
be  found  but  leaves.  If  fuch  is  our  unhappy  condi- 
tion, what,  what  can  we  expeft,  but  that  when  we  cry 
to  God  for  mercy,  we  find  none ;  when  we  wifh  for 
light,  behold  darknefs  ;  when  we  defire  peace,  behold 
trouble ;  when  we  look  for  good,  evil  conieth  ;  and 
when  we  expe&iyccefs,  behead  difappoiijtment  ?  Per* 

mit 
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jnit  me  then  to  addrefs  you,  iiuhe  words  of  the  apoftle 
Peter,  *  Giving  all  diligence,  add  to  your  faith  virtue, 
'  and  to  virtue  knowledge ;  and  to  knowledge,  tem- 
'  perance ;  and  to  temperance,  patience ;  and  to  pa- 
€  tience,  godlinefs  ;  and  to  godlinefs,  brotherly  kind* 
4  nefs ;  and  to  brotherly  kindnefs,  charity.     For  if 

*  thefe  things  be  in  you,  and  abound,  they  make  you 
'  that  ye  (hall  neither  be  barren,  nor  unfruitful  in  the 

*  knowledge  of  our  Lord  Jefus  Cbrilt #. 

5  And  now  go  to ;  I  will  tell  you  what  I 
will  do  to  my  vineyard ;  I  will  take  away  the 
hedge  thereof^  and  it  lhall  be  eaten  up:  and 
break  down  the  wall  thereof,  and  it  fhall  be 
trodden  down. 

In  this,  and  the  following  verfe,  God  denounce* 
againft  the  vineyard  of  his  church  the  mod  awful  de- 
ferved  judgments,  which  the  confeiences  of  thofe  to 
whom  he  appealed  muft  have  acknowledged  juft  and 
equitable. — We  have  before  us  the  divine  purpofe  and 
determination  refpe&ing  the  Ifraelitilh  church,  which 
the  Lord  was  cracioufly  pleafed  to  make  known,  by 
our  prophet,  for  their  and  our  Inftru&ion.     *  Surely 

*  the  Lord  God  will  do  nothing,  but  he  revealeth  his 

*  fecret  unto  his  fervants  the  prophets  f.*  He  ac- 
quainted Noah  of  the  flood  he  was  about  to  bring  up- 
on the  world  of  the  ungodly :  he  informed  Abrahani 
of  the  deftru&ion  of  Sodom :  he  revealed  to  Jofeph 
the  feven  years  famine  with  which  the  land  of  Egypt 
was  vifited :  to  our  prophet,  Jeremiah,  and  others,  he 
communicated  the  knowledge  of  the  captivity  at  Ba* 
bylon.  The  future  fortunes  of  Ifrael  and  Juuah  were 
foretold  long  before  they  happened,  not  only  as  in^ 
ftru&ive  warnings  df  approaching  judgments,  but 
Hkewife  for  the  fame  realbn  that  out  bleffed  Saviour 
told  his  difcipLes.  before-hand  of  the  treachery  of  Ju- 

*  S  Peter  J.  j.— 8.  +  Amot.  iii.  j, 
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•das,  *  That  ye  may  believe,  faid  he,  that  I  mx  *f 
The  Almighty  indeed  fometimes  executes  upon  tranf- 
greflbrs  thofe  judgments  which  were  never  heard  of 
until  they  are  felt.  Commonly,  however,  he  lets 
men  hear  of  them  before  they  are  inflicted :  he  flatted* 
the  trumpet  before  he  goeth  forth  to  battle :  he  ifttt- 
mates  his  defigns  to  his  fervants,  that  they  may  caH 
upon  men, to  prepare  to  meet  the  Lord ;  to  repent, 
and  return  to  the  Moil  High,  that  they  pcrifti  not. 
Being  thus  warned,  they  are  deprived  of  every  excufe 
with  which  ignorance  might  have  furaifhed  them. 

I  will  takeaway  the  hedge  the'reaf;  and  to  the  fame 
purpofe,  in  the  following  claufe,  and  break  down  the 
wall  thereof.  The  fir  ft  judgment  here  threatened,  is, 
.the  removal  of  the  benefit  fir-ft  mentioned  in  the  fe- 
cond  verfe,  which  God  had  conferred  upon  his  people. 
This  circumftance,  worthy  of  .our  attention,  conveys 
this  ufeful  inftruftion,  That  the  fupreme  Difpofer  of  all 
events  often  begins  to  execute  ;his  judgments  where 
he  began  to  confer  his  favours,  and  removes  them  in 
the  fame  order  he  bellowed  them.  The  word  trans- 
lated hedgey  Ggnifies  a  fence  made  of  thornA,  in* 
•tended  to  prote£t  the  vineyard,  or  garden,  from  the 
injuries  it  might  receive  from  the  beads  of  the  field* 
That  which  is  rendered  wall,  means  a  ftrang  fence 
.built  with  (tones,  defigned  to  protect  it  from  the  hand 
of  fraud  or  violence.  The  hedge  threatened  to  be 
taken  away,  we  fuppofe,  was  the  defence  which  God 
fet  around  the  IfraelitHh  church,  by  means  of  laws, 
judges,  princes,  and  rulers,  whereby  he  guarded  them 
irom  innumerable  dangers.  The  wall  threatened  to 
be  broken  down,  mayfignify  the  prote&ion  of  divine 
providence,  which  encompaifed  them  like  a  wall,  and 
proved  a  fure  defence  againft  the  Hoftile  attacks  of 
'their  enemies.  Thefe  being  removed*  they  were  con- 
fequently  to  be  expofed  to  imminent  dangers,  and 
violent  incur/ions,  upon  all  quarters.    This  great  ca- 

*  John  xiii.  19. 
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lamfry  Mdfes,  the  fervant  of  the  Lord,  anciently  fore- 
told fhould  certainly  be  ihfli&ed  upon  them,  did  they 
forfakeGod,  and  break  his  covenant:  '  Then  (faid 
**- God)  my  anger  fhall  be  kindled  againft  them  in 
>•  that  day,  and  I  will  forfake  them,  and  I  will  hide  my 
-4 '  face  from  them,  and  they  (hall  be  devoured,  and 
-'  many* evils  and  troubles  ihall  befal  them  V  Afaph, 
contemplating  the  forlorn  date  of.  this  vineyard,  when 
•this :  threatening  received  a  pirtial  accomplilhment, 
thus  complains  t  -*  Why  haft  thou  broken  down  her 
c  hedges,;  fo  that  all  they  which  pafs  by  the  way  do 
•*  pluck1  her;  sThe  boar  out  of  the  wood  doth  wafte 
^16,  and  the' wild  Jbeaft  of  the  field  doth  devour 

-"■  it' ftdlhbe  eaten  up~^and  it  JhaH  be  trodden  down* 
Tl)efe;&xpfeffians  plainly  foretold  in  what  manner  the 
Jevtffl*'  nation  were-  to  be  'treated  by  their  enemies ; 
foment  wfebm  were,  to  be  greedily  devoured,  whilft 
33tfa!ers  fhould  be  trampled  upon  with  indignation,  and 
i trddden  down  in  triumph,  as  a  proof  of  their  fubjeftion 
to  foreign  powfer.  •  And  thus  it  actually  came  to  pafs, 
whefty  on j  account'  of'  their  multiplied  tranfgreffions, 
■<Gto&  deprived  that  people-  of  their  defence,  and  ex- 
.pbfedthertv  xo  the  hoftile  attacks  i of  their  powerful 
-eneraibes^ :  The.  Affyrians  fell   upon  Ephralm  ;   the# 
'Babylonians  attacked,  judah:   they  laid  wafte  their 
latrd,  -they  demolifted'  their  fortreffes,  they  burnt 
their  temple,  and*  led  them  away  captive  into  ftrange 
^countries,  until  they  founds  in  woful  experience,  what 
an  evil  and  bitter  thing  it  was,  that  they  had  forfaken 
-the  Lofld  their  God.    And  afterward  thefe  predi&ions 
were  more  fully  verified,  when  the.  Romans  carried 
devaluation  through  the  whole,  land,  and  both  con- 
fumed  and  trod*  them  down,  until  deftru&ion  came 
upon  them  to ;  the  uttermoft.— *— Thefe  righteous 
judgments,  executed  upon  Ifrael  and  Judah  for  their 
fins,  are  recorded  for  our  admonition ;  and  inftru& 

*  Dcut  xxxi.  17.  f  PfaL  kxx.  12,  13* 
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us  to  beware  of  abufmg  the  many  ineftitnable  privu 
leges  we  enjoy,  left  God  be  thereby  provoked  to  take 
away  from  us  the  hedge  of  his  prote&iori.  :  Attend 
to  the  direction  given  for  this  purpofe;  by  the  prophet 
Jeremiah  j  *  Go  ye  now  unto  my  plaoe,  which  was  in 

*  Shiloh,  where  I  fet  my  name  at  the  firft,  and  fee 
c  what  I  did  unto  it,  for  the  wickednefs  of  my  people 
4  lfraelV 

6  And  I  will  lay  it  wafte :  it  (hall  not  be 
pruned,  nor  digged,  but  there  ftiall  come  up 
briers  and  thorns :  I  will  alfo  commaud  the 
clouds  that  they  rain  no  rain  upon  it. 

Other  evils  are  here  threatened  to  be  executed  upon 
the  unfruitful  houfe  of  Ifrael,  as  confequences  of  the 
prediction  contained  in  the  preceding  verfe.— The 
vineyard  which  God  had  planted  in  Canaan,  was  to 
be  fo  defolated  as  to  become  like  a  defert  or  wilder- 
nefs.  With  this  prophecy  the  declaration  published 
by  Jeremiah  exattly  agrees :  *  For  thus  hath  the  Lord 
4  faid,  The  whole  land  fhall  be  defolate ;  yet  will  I 

*  not  make  a  full  endf.'  Though  the  nation  was  to- 
be  defolated,  and  the  foretold  devaftation  was  to  be 
general,  the  whole  church  of  God  was  not  to  be  de- 
stroyed ;  a  remnant  of  the  true  worfhippers  of  God 
was  ftill  to  be  preferved,  ■  Hence,  in  the  book  of  La- 
mentations, that  remnant  is  introduced,  bewailing 
their  deplorable  condition,  in  thefe  affe&fng  words ; 
c  He  hath  turned  afide  my  ways,  and  pulled  me  in 

*  pieces:  he  hath  made  me  defolate  J.  This  threat- 
ening was  renewed  by  Jefus  Chrift,  toward  the  con- 
clufion  of  his  public  miniftry:  *  Behold,  your  houfe  is 
c  left  unto  you  defolate  j.f  And  after  his  afcenfion, 
it  was  accomplished  in  a  ftill  greater  degree  than  in 
former  times.    It  is  unneceffary,  under  this  article,  to 

*  Jer.  vii.  12.  -f  Jcr.  iv.  27.  |  Lam.  iii.  11. 

I  Matth.  xxiii.  38. 
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Ihew  in  #hat  manacr  the  Jewifl*  chutch  was  brought 
into  a  Tutnous  condition,  as  this  fubjeft  is  described 
in  die  following  part  of  this  verfe*— •— From  what 
hath  now  been  faid,  we  learn,  that  however  highly 
diftinguiihed  by  privileges  and  purity  any  church  of 
God  may  be,  it  may  fo  lamentably  degenerate  sCs  to 
be  laid  wafte  by  divine  judgments.  The  church  of 
Ifrael,  the  churches  in  judea,  the  churches  of  Afia, 
are  affe&ing  proofs  of  this  interefting  truth.  Whence 
originated  the  gteat  change  which  paffed  upon  thefe 
churches  ?  God,  who  conferred  upon  them  molt  im» 

Eortant  advantages,  juftly  expe&ed  that  they  would 
H  ave  repented  of  their  evil  ways ;  that  they  would 
have  worfhipped  him  in  the  manner  he  required; 
that  they  would  have  executed  juftice,  (hewn  mercy 
to  the  affli&ed,  and  walked  in  his  commandments : 
whereas  they  became  unthankful,  and  unfruitful ;  ia 
confeqtience  whereof,  he  withdrew  from  them  his  pro- 
tection, and  then  they  were  laid  wafte.     c  Be  thou 

*  inftrutted,  O  Jerufalem  (faith  God),  left  my  foul 

*  depart  from  thee:   left  1  make  thee  defolate,  a 

*  land  not  inhabited  V 

ltjhall  not  be  pruned*  By  pruning  trees,  or  vines, 
the  fuperfluous,  ufelefs  wood,  that  might  hinder  their 
fruitfulnefs,  is  lopt  off  with  a  proper  inftrument.  The 
expreffion,  applied  to  the  church  of  God,  may  denote 
the  exercife  of  neceffary  discipline,  by  which  vice  re- 
ceives a  fevere  check,  and  evil  men,  who  are  unfruit- 
ful to  God,  and  injurious  to  others,  are  cut  off,  like 
hurtful  branches.  This  ufeful  work  is  performed, 
by  the  fervants  of  God,  according  to  the  directions 
given  in  his  word ;  who,  by  their  decifions  and  cenfures, 
prove  to  the  church  what  a  pruning-hook  is  to  the 
vine.  Thefe  decifions,  like  the  axe  of  which  John 
the  Baptift  fpeaks,  they  are  fometimes  obliged  to  lay 
to  the  root  of  the  tree.  Now,  when  God  here  faith 
concerning  his  vineyard,  it  fhall  not  be  pruned,  he 

*  Jen  ?i.  8. 
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acquainted  his  ancient  church,  that,  at  the  period  to 
which  he  refers,  he  would  not,  for  their  benefit,  corrett 
them  any  longer,  nor  employ  his  fervants  to  reprefs 
their  abounding  iniquities,  or  to  cut  off  from  among 
them  the  wicked  and  profane.  Thus  were  they  to  be 
deprived  of  a  fubftantial  proof  of  God's  kindnefs  and 
care  toward  his  vineyard ;  '  Every  branch  in  which 
'  that  beareth  not  fruit,  he  taketh  away  :  and  every 
'  branch  that  beareth  fruit,  he  purgeth  it,  that  it  may 
*  bring  forth  more  fruit  V— - -Confidering  this  pro- 
phecy as  looking  forward  to  the.  captivity  at  Babylon, 
the  words  mud  be  underftood  in  a  limited  fenfe ;  for 
about  that  period,  the  prophet  Ezekiel,  and  others,' 
were  employed  in  ufing  their  bed  offices  to  cultivate 
this  vineyard,  which  after  that  time  afiumed  a  much 
better  appearance.  Viewing  it  as  referring  to  the 
defolation  brought  upon  the  Jewifh  church  by  the 
Romans,  we  may  give  the  predi&ion  its  full  force ; 
for  after  the  days  of  our  Saviour,  and  his  apoftles, 
that  once  highly  favoured  people  did  no  more  enjoy 
this  peculiar  privilege,  of  which,  as  here  foretold, 
they  were  bereaved. 

Nor  digged.  In  cultivating  a  garden  or  vineyard, 
the  trees  or  vines  mud  be  properly  digged  about,  in 
order  to  loofe  the  earth,  to  expofe  it  to  the  fun  and 
the  rain,  to  clean  away  whatever  is  hurtful  to  the  roots, 
*nd  to  give  them  room  to  grow  and  fpread.  In  re- 
ference to  this  well-known  pra&ice,  the  figurative 
expreflion  here  ufed,  may  denote,  that  the  faithful 
fervants  of  God  were  no  longer  to  be  employed,  in 
laying  open  the  foundations  upon  which  the  faith  and 
hope  of  the  church  were  eftablifhed,  in  extermi- 
nating falfe  opinions,  in  pulling  up  by  the  roots  the 
errors  that  had  crept  in  among  them,  and  in  detach- 
ing the  minds  of  men  from  earthly  objects  ;  all  which 
are  neceffary  to  their  growth  and  fruitfulnefs.  To 
this  important  work  God  hath  been  pleafed  to  fend 

♦  John  *v.  2. 
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forth  his  Servants  In  every  age ;  and,  when  properly 
executed,  it  hath  never '  failed,  through  the  divine 
blefling,'  to  produce  the  moll  happy  effefts.  The  ne- 
gleft  of  it  hath  ever  been  attended  with  the  worft 
confequences,  and  therefore  ought  to  be  confidered 
as  a  heavy  judgment.— —Of  the  truth  of  this  threat- 
ening the  Jewifh  church  had  experience,  in  fome  mea- 
fure,  about  the  time  of  the  Babytonifh  captivity ;  and 
when  defoiated  by  the  Romans,  fo  far  from  enjoying 
the  privilege  of  being  digged,  in  the  fenfe  now  given,' 
that,  in  this  refpeS,  it  was  totally  negle&ed.  ; 

But  there  Jhall  come  up  briers  and  thorns.  Thefe 
were  threatened  by  the  Almighty  to  be  the  produc- 
tion of  the  earth*  -when  it  was  laid  under  the  curfe,' 
after  man  had  tranfgreffed  againft  his  Maker  *.  The 
confequences  of  this  awful  curfe  you  have  every  day 
before  your  eyes,  in  the  barrennefs  of  the  earth, 
which,  if  left  uncultivated,  would  produce  little  or 
nothing  but  thefe  noxious  plants,  with  which  it  would 
foon  be  over-run.  Briers  and  thorns,  you  well  know, 
are  hurtful  things,  dangerous  to  handle,  and  good* 
for  nothing  almoft  but  to  be  dug  up,  -and  burnt  irf 
the  fire.  They  afford,  however,  an  inftru&ive  re- 
prefentation  of  wicked  men,  who  are  often  fpoken  of 
ih  fcripture  under  this  fimilitude.  Of  this  you  may 
fee  a  remarkable  inftance,  Micah  vii.  4.  wheFe  the 
church,  complaining  of  the  fmall  number,  and  de~- 
plorable  corruption  of  thofe  of  whom  it  was  compof- 
*d,  thus  fpeaks :  c  The  beft  of  them  is  as  a  brier : 
*  the  moft  upright  is  fharper  than  a  thorn-hedge  :* 
In  this  figurative  fenfe  the  expreffion  before  us  mud 
be  underflood.  The  briers  and  thorns  here  intended, 
are  wicked,  ungodly  people,  whofe  minds  are  occu- 
pied with  finful  imaginations,  whofe  lives  are  filled 
up  with  wicked  aftions,  who  are  unprofitable  to  them- 
selves, and  hurtful  to  others,  Theyproduce  nothing  but 
unbelief,  impenitence,  and  immorality,  the  unfruitful 

*  Geo*  iii,  18* 
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,frorks  of  darknefs,  which  never  yield  aiiy  teal  ad- 
vantage to  themfelves,.  or  to  the.world :  on  the  con- 
trary, to  them  is  to  be  attributed  all  the  confufion 
and  devaftation .  that  hath  overfpread  the  earth. 
Such  were  the  briers  and  thorns  which  were  to  fpring 
up  an  the.  Jewifli  church,  at  the  period  to  which  this 
prediction  refers  ;  namely,  at  the  time  of  the  captivity 
at  Babylon,  and  efpecially  at  the  defolation  made  by 
the  Romans.  Notwithstanding  all  the  advantages 
they  had  long  enjoyed,  many  among  them  refilled 
to  believe,  the  truths  of  God ;  or,  if  they  profefifed  to 
receive  them,  they  would  not  amend  their  lives  ;  or, 
if  they  pretended  tto  fome  reformation,  they  did  not 
perfeverc  in  their  profeffiori*  Their  hearts  were  im- 
pregnated with  the  feeds  of*  corruption,  which  grew 
4ip  in  great  abundance,  and  brought  forth  all  manner 
of  fin  and  wickednefs,  not  only  without  means,  but 
in  oppofitian  to  excellent  tneahs  of  improvement. 

I  wilt  alfo '.command  the  clouds  that  they  rain  no  rain 
upon  it.  This  is  the  fixth,.  and  lad  awful  judgment, 
which  God  here  threatens  to  infli&  upon  the  unfruit- 
ful vineyard  of  the  Jewiih  church.  Rain,  you  know, 
is  the  fmaii  drops  of  water,  which  fall  from  the  hea- 
vens upon  the  earth,  communicating  to  it  that  moif- 
ture  of  which  it  muft  be  pofiafled,  in  order  to  its  con- 
veying nourishment  to  the  feeds  which  are  fown  into 
it,  that  they  may  become  fruitful.  It  is  frequently 
fpoken  of  in  a  metaphorical  fenfe  in  fcripture;  and 
then  it  denotes  the  word  of  God,  to  which  it  is  com- 
pared, Chap.  lv-  io,  1 1.  .'of  this  prophecy*  The  re- 
fembiance  merits  attention*  The  rain  fent  from  hea- 
ven to  water  the  earth,  is  the  effed  of  the  fovereigu 
good  pleafure  of  the  Almighty,  who  claims  the  gift  of 
this,  ineftimable  bleffing  as  his  peculiar  prerogative  *. 
In  like  manner,  the  word  of  God  is  difpenfed  as 
feemeth  good  in  his  fight :  he  fendeth  it  to  one  people, 
and  not  to  another;  to  one  city,  and  not  to  another; 

*  Jer.  xiv.  22. 
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at  one  feafon,  and  not  at  another.  Thewordof  Godf 
like  fhowers  of  rain,  is  fometimes  given  more  gently 
and  fparingly,  and  at  other  times  more  copioufly  and 
plentifully.  Like  the  literal  rain,  which  fru&ifies  the 
earth,  it  renders  the  people  of  God  fruitful  in  every 
good  work*  The  prophets  and  teachers  of  the  Jew> 
ifh  nation,  may  be  intended  by  the  clouds  here  men* 
tioned.  Their  employment  was,  to  colled  the  word 
of  God,  that,  being  filled  with  the  knowledge  of  his 
will,  they  might  diftribute  this  precious  treafure  among 
the  church ;  which,  when  accompanied  with  the  di- 
vine blefiing,  rendereth  them  fruitful  in  knowledge, 
faith,  and  righteoufnefs.  Here  God  threatens,  that 
he  will  command  thefe  clouds  that  they  rain  no  rain 
of  the  word  of  God  upon  his  vineyard,  at  the  time  to 
which  this  prediction  refers.  How  awful  the  judg- 
ment !  The  rain  is  not  more  neceffary  to  the  earth, 
than  the  word  of  the  Lord  to  the  fouls  of  men.  The 
great  end  of  divine  difpenfations,  the  future  manifeft- 
'  ation  of  divine  glory,  the  tender  care  of  the  Saviour 
of  the  church,  the  weaknefs  of  our  natural  faculties 
for  receiving  fpiritual  things,  the  feeblenefs  of  our 
graces  which  require  continual  fupplies,  the  variety  of 
temptations  which  mx&  be  refifted,  all  unite  »in  de- 
monstrating the  abfolute  neceflity  .of  tfre  rain  here 
fpoken  of.  Truly  deplorable  then  mud  be  the  condi- 
tion of  thofe  who  feek  the  word  of  God,  and  do  not 
find  it ;  or,  having  obtained  it,  read,  and  do  not 
underftand  it,  nor  receive  the  inftru&ions  and  con- 
folations  it  is  intended  to  convey.**— This,  with 
the  former  articles  in  the  prediction,  were  remark* 
ably  fulfilled,  in  different  degrees,  at  the  two  memo- 
rable periods  I  have  marked  for  the  time  of  their  ac- 
complishment. In  the  manner  now  .defcribed,  a  righ- 
teous God  commonly  proceeds  againft  unfruitful  pro* 
feflbrs  in  his  church:  in  perfect  righteoufnefs,  he 
withdraws  from  them  the  ineftimable  privileges  they 
had  ungratefully  abufed.  This  procedure  ought  to 
excite  us  to  improve,  with  the  greateft  diligence,  the 

important 
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important  advantages  we  enjoy,  left,  by  our  negleft, 
we  expofe  ourfelves  to  fimilar  divine  judgments  with 
thofe  infii&ed  upon  the  Jewifh  church. 

7  For  the  vineyard  of  the  Lord  of  hofts  is 
the  houfe  of  Ifrael,  and  the  men  of  Judah  his 
pleafant  plant :  and  he  looked  for  judgment,  but 
behold  oppreflion ;  for  righteoufnefs,  but  behold 
a  cry. 

This  verfe  contains  a  (hort  explanation  of  the  chief 
fubjects  mentioned  in  the  foregoing  fong,  or  parable.— 
By  the  houfe  of  Ifrael,  is  meant  all  the  pofterity  of 
the  patriarch  Jacob,  formed  into  one  great  family  or 
fociety.  The  defendants  of  that  great  man  derived  ' 
this  name  from  a  very  memorable  circumftance,  re- 
corded in  the  hiftory  of  his  life.  There  once  wreftled 
a  man  with  him  until  the  breaking  of  the  day,  whom 
Jacob  refufed  to  let  go,  except  he  bleffed  him.  After 
afking  Jacob's  name,  he  faid, c  Thy  name  fhall  be  no 

*  ihore  called  Jacob,  but  Ifrael :  for  as  a  prince  haft 

*  thou  power  with  God  and  with  men,  and  haft  pre- 

*  vailed  *.*  This  new  and  honourable  name,  which 
he  received  after  this  extraordinary  tranfadtion,  hath 
been  beftowed  on  his  pofterity  in  all  ages.  The  houfe 
of  Ifrael  compofed  the  vineyard  of  the  Lord  of  hofts, 
on  whom  he  conferred  the  peculiar  prerogatives  men- 
tioned in  the  firft  and  fecond  verfes  of  this  chapter, 
in  confequence  of  which  he  expefted  from  them 
abundance  of  good  fruit.  »*  You  that  are  attentive 
cannot  fail  to  remark,  that  the  fame  perfon  whom 
our  prophet,  in  the  fifth  verfe,  called  his  well-beloved, 
is  the  Lord  of  hofts,  of  whom  he  here  fpeaks.  This 
mighty  Lord,  who  does  in  the  armies  of  heaven,  and 
among  the  inhabitants  of  this  earth,  whatever  pleafeth 
him,  was  the  objefl:  of  our  prophet's  fupreme  affec- 
tion, and  the  perfon  to  whom  this  fong  was  fung.— 

« 

*  Geo.  Kxii.  24.  ttftg. 
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And  the  men  of  Judah  his  pie  qf ant  plant.  It  is  evident, 
as  the  writer  of  the  Epiftle  to  the  Hebrews  remarks, 
that  our  Lord  fprang  Qut  of  Judah,  the  tribe  which 
contained  within  its  boundaries  the  city  Jerufalem,  in 
which  refided  the  kings  of  Ifrael,  and  wherein  was 
built  the  temple  of  the  Lord.  After  the  other  tribes 
had  apoftatized  from  the  worfhip  of  the  true  God, 
and  c  compafled  him  about  with  lies,  Judah  ruled 
4  with  God,  and  was  faithful  with  the  Moft  Holy*/ 
Among  the  men  of  Judah,  the  duties  of  divine 
worfhip,  and  the  fruits  of  righteoufnefs,  were  found 
in  greater  perfe&ion  and  abundance  than  among 
the  people  or  Ephraim.  On  this  account  they  might 
have  given  them  the  defcription  of  God's  pleafant 
plants,  in  whom  he  much  delighted.— — It  is  a 
certain,  and,  my  brethren,  it  is  a  comfortable  truth, 
that  the  Lord  lovcth  them  that  follow  after  righteouf- 
nefs ;  he  taketh  pleafure  in  them  that  fear  him,  and 
that  hope  in  his  mercy.  Let  it  be  your  chief  ambi- 
tion to  be  of  the  planting  of  the  Lord,  in  whom  he 
is  glorified ;  and  beloved  of  him,  whofe  afFeftion  is 
infinitely  to  be  preferred  to  that  of  all  the  creatures. 

And  he  looked  for  judgment,  but  behold  oppreffion  ;  for 
righteoufnefs,  but  behold  a  cry.  By  judgment,  may  be 
here  meant  the  knowledge  of  good  and  evil,  the  diCr 
cernment  of  right  and  wrong,  united  with  the  pra&ice 
of  juftice  and  equity.  In  this  fenfe  it  frequently  oc- 
curs in  fcripture;  as  in  the  following  paflage :  c  Blefled 
c  are  they  that  keep  judgment,  and  he  that  doth 
*  righteoufnefs  at  all  times  f.'  The  word  may  not 
only  denote  equitable,  but  alfo  mild  eondufl,  mixed 
with  mercy  and  moderation,  in  exacting  what  is  due 
to  us  by  others,  in  Oppofition  to  rigour,  and  extreme 
feverity.  Thus  it  mull  be  underftood,  where  the  pro- 
phet entreats,  *  Correft  me,  but  with  judgment;  not  in 
c  thine  anger,  left  thou  bring  me  to  nothing  J.  In 
this  laft  fenfe,  it  Hands  in  diredt  oppofition  to  the  op- 

*  Hofca  xi.  i  a.  |  Pfal.  cri.  3.  %  Jcr.  x.  24. 

preffion 


V*r.  7.      PROPHECIES  of  ISAIAH.  269 

predion  which  Was  fubftituted  in  its  place.  By 
righteoufnefs,  may  be  intended  that  upright  and  juft 
conduft  which  God  requires  us  invariably  to  obferve 
in  all  our  tranfa&ions  with  one  another,  fummed  up 
in  the  perfect  rule  of  equity  given  by  our  Saviour : 

*  Therefore  all  things  whatfoever  you  would  that 

*  men  fhouid  do  to  you,  do  ye  even  fo  to  them :  for 
c  this  is  the  law  and  the  prophets  V  Such  righteouf- 
nefs  forms  a  fir  iking  contrail  to  the  fraud  and  injuftice 
which  gave  occafion  to  the  cry  of  which  the  prophet 
fpeaks.  He  that  worketh  this  righteoufnefs  (hall 
never  be  moved.  Both  expreffions  feera  to  be  of  the 
fame  import.:  or  the  former  may  relate  to  juft  fenti- 
ments  refpe&ing  good  and  evil ;  and  the  latter,  to  the 
correfponding  practice  of  thofe  things  that  are  juft 
and  equal.  After  the  many  important  advantages 
wherewith  God  had  diftinguifhed  the  people  of  Ifrael, 
he  looked  that  they  would  have  received,  and  under* 
flood  the  inftruftions  of  judgment ;  he  expe&ed  from 
them  the  exercifes  of  righteoufnefs,  which  exalteth  a 
nation,  and  redoundeth  to  the  praife  and  glory  of 
God.  To  thefe  things  they  were  encouraged  -by 
many  promifes  of  moll  defirable  bleflings;  of  which 
take  the  following  as  a  fpecimen :  '  That  which  is  al- 

*  together  juft  (halt  thou  follow,  that  thou  mayeft  live, 

*  and  inherit  the  land  which  the  Lord  thy  God  giveth 

*  thee  f  .*  Indeed  never  did  they  flourifh  and  profper 
as  when  they  performed  judgment  and  righteoufnefs : 
then  they  experienced  the  truth  of  their  wife  fove- 
1  eign's  excellent  obfer vations ;  c  He  that  followeth 
4  after  righteoufnefs  and  mercy,  findeth  life,  righ- 
4  teoufnels,  and  honour  J.  In  the  way  of  righteouf- 
'  nefs  is  life,  and  in  the  path- way  thereof  there  is  no 
1  death  ||.'  •  ^ 

But  behold  opprejftQn.  The  Hebrew  word  rendered 
oppreffion^  fignifies  a  fcab,  a  wound,  or  leprofy*  As 
thefe  things  fpoil  the  beauty  and  foundnefs  of  the  hu- 

*  Mattb.  vii.  12.  f  pcut.  xvi.  20.  \  Prov.  rxi.  21. 

!J  Pro*,  xii.  2S. 
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man  body,  and  make*  it  difeafed  and  loathfome,  fo 
oppreflion  renders  the  body  politic,  or  ecclefiaftical, 
deformed  and  odious,  reduces  it  to  a  dangerous  con- 
dition, and  excludes  it  from  agreeable  intercourfe 
with  God.  It  is  a  very  great  evil,  a  very  heinous  fin, 
Oppreflion  confifts  in  the  abufe  of  power;  and,  there* 
fore,  mod  commonly  proceeds  from  thofe  who  are  ex- 
alted above  others  in  opulence  and  influence:  for 
what  Solomon  remarked  of  old  is  always  true,  •  That 
c  on  the  fide  of  oppreflion  is  power.'  It  always  dis- 
covers a  haughty  and  cruel  difpofition,  with  a  con- 
tempt of  juftice  and  clemency.  The  poor  and  needy, 
the  fatherlefs  and  the  widow,  the  orphan  and  the 
ftranger,  are  ordinarily  the  objetts  who  are  hurt 
by  this  crime ;  and,  therefore,  God  cautioned  his 
people  to  beware  of  injuring  thefe  helplefs  clafles  of 
mankind  *.  Taking  advantage  from  the  neceflities  and 
circumftances,  of  the  unhappy  perfons  who  are  the  ob- 
jects of  it,  to  over-reach  them,  or  prejudice  their  in- 
terefts,  it  greedily  feizes  their  pofleffions,  deprives 
them  of  their  liberty,  injures  their  reputation  and 
credit,  and  employs  every  effort  to  make  them  appear 
weak  or  wicked,  foolifh  or  fa&ious.  Oppreflion  then 
is  a  very  enormous  crime,  exceedingly  offenfive  to 
God,  and  highly  injurious  to  the  facred  rights  of 
mankind ;  being  a  wicked  perverfion  of  the  benevo- 
lent defigns  of  divine  providence,  in  exalting  fome 
perfons  above  others,  that  they  may  be  a  proteSion 
and  fupport  to  the  weak  and  indigent,  that  they  may 
give  counfel  and  comfort  to  them  that  need  them. 

But  behold  a  cry.  It  is  not  here  faid  who  cried,  or 
to  whom  the  cry  was  direfted  ;  and  fo  the  expreffion 
admits  of  a  double  interpretation,  either  as  it  defcribes 
the  mournful  complaints  of  thf  c^prefled,  or  the  ri- 
gorous demands  of  the  oppreflbrs.  Oppreflion  is  a 
crying  fin,  which,  though  the  opprefled  fhould  keep 
filence,  calleth  aloud  for  vengeance.     Such,   how- 

*•  Sec  ExocL  xxii  21. 
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ever,  is  commonly  the  miferyof  their  conditio*,  that 
they  are  obliged  to  unite  their  cry  with  that  of  their 
oppreffors,  who  loudly  exafted  their  cruel  demands. 
Hundreds,  thoufands  loudly  exclaimed,  becaufe  their 
vineyards  were  taken  from  them,  their  houfes  were 
devoured,  their  fields  were  pillaged,  the  wages  theys 
had  earned  were  detained,  the  faces  of  the  poor  were 
grinded,  their  caufe  was  not  heard,  nor  their  griev- 
ances redreffed.  Thofe  who  affumed  the  character 
of  priefts  and  prophets,  polluted  the  fan&uary,  and 
the  ordinances  of  the  Moil  High  :  the  princes,  and 
the  rulers,  injured- the  rights  and  properties  of  the 
people.  In  few  words,  fuperftition  abounded  in  the 
church,  injuftice  and  oppreffion  in  the  ftate ;  and  to 
fuch  a  pitch  did  thefe  crying  iniquities  arrive,  that 
the  city  Jerufalem  is  thus  fpoken  .  of  by  the  prophet 
Jeremiah ;  *  She  is  wholly  oppreffion  in  the  midft  of 
c  her  *•'  What  a  contraft  between  righteoufnefs,  the 
effe£t  of  which  is  quietnefs  and  affurance  for  ever,  and 
oppreffion,  attended  with  a  cry  that  reacheth  the 

throne  of  the  almighty  Avenger ! Such  was  the 

corrupt  ftate  of  the  Jewilh  church  prior  to  the  Baby- 
Joniih  captivity,  as  is  abundantly  evident  from  the 
writings  of  the  prophets.  This  corruption  and  de- 
pravity arrived  at  a  ftill  greater  height,  and  became 
more  confpicuous,  about  the  time  our  bleffcd  Saviour 
came  feeking  fruit  from  the  vineyard ;  as  we  learn 
from  the  parable,  recorded  Matth.  xxi.  33.  and  fol- 
lowing verfes,  and  many  other  paflages  inferted  in  the 
gofpels.— — Let  us  then  diligently  beware  of  the  ag- 
gravated crintfes  of  injuftice  and  oppreffion,  with  the 
other  fins  which  expofed  the  pofterity  of  Ifrael  to  the 
moft  terrible  calamities,  left,  partaking  in  their  fins 
we  (hare  in  their  puniffiments.  Contemplating  their 
captivity,  and  afterward  their  deftru&ion,  as  awful 
warnings  of  the  danger  of  unfruitfulnefs  in  thofe 
whom  God  hath  diftinguiflied  by  his  favours,  let  us 

#  Jcr.  vi.  6. 
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bring^brth  fruit  with  patience,  that^  having  our  fruit 
unto  holinefs  now,  in  the  end,  we  may  obtain  everlait* 
ing  life. 

8  1[  Wo  unto  them  that  join  houfe  to  houfe, 
that  lay  field  to  field,  till  there  be  no  place,  that 
they  may  be  placed  alone  in  the  midft  of  the 
earth.  • 

* 

The  firft  of  the  fix  woes  denounced  in  this  chapter, 
is  againit  the  covetous  and  avaricious,  whofe  minds 
are  inflamed  with  infatiable  rapacity,  and  boundlefe 

ambition. The  perfons  here  defcribed,  already 

pofleffed  a  houfe  and  a  field ;  but  diflatisfied  with 
what  they  enjoyed,  they  were  eagerly  intent  upon  ac- 
quiring more ;  and  were  as  anxious  to  enlarge  their 
eftates,  as  if  their  life  and  happinefs  confided  in  the 
abundance  of  earthly  things.  In  oppofition  to  the  di- 
vine command,  which  required  that  they  ihould  not 
feek  great  things  for  themfelves,  they  were  bent  upon 
increafing  their  riches,  and  enlarging  their  territories ; 
fo  that,  like  the  grave,  they  could  never  fay  it  is 
•enough.  Meafuring  their  eftates  by  their  defires, 
they  were  greedy  to  acquire  more  houfes,  and  more 
lands:  endeavouring,  by  every  mean,  both  fair  and 
fraudulent,  to  amafs  wealth,  and  increafe  gain,  they 
exerted  their  utmoft  abilities  in  forming  and  executing 
fchemes,  whereby  they  might  add  to  their  treafures. 
Afraid  of  lofing  what  they  had  acquired,  they  eat  the 
bread  of  carefulnefs :  penurious  in  ufing  the  riches 
they  poflfeffed,  and  folicitous  to  aggraitdize  thpir  for- 
tunes,  they  deprived  themfelves  of  the  comfort  they 
might  have  enjoyed;  they  coveted  the  property  of 
their  neighbours,  and  defrauded  the  great  Lord  of  all 
of  the  tribute  he  juftly  demands,  as  an  acknowledg- 
ment that  all  things  come  of  him.  By  fuccefsful  in- 
duftry,  and  the  bieffing  of  God  attending  their  dili- 
gent application  to  bufinefs,  they  might  have  lawfully 
added  a  houfe  and  a  field  to  their  former  inheritances ; 

and 
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and  on  thU  account,  we  fuppofe,  they  would  not  have 
been  cenfured.  What  was  culpable  in  the  perfons 
threatened,  and  what  is  condemned  here,  was  the  in- 
variable defires,  and  inceffant  endeavours,  of  covetous 
men  after  earthly  things.  The  expreffion  uled  in  this 
verfe,  Jike  that  of  joining  hand  in  hand,  intimates,  that 
they  were  keenly  fet  on  uniting  together  houfes  an4 
fields  without  end,  that  theif  name  might  continue 
for  ever.  This  odious  character  was  remarkably  ex- 
emplified in  the  conduft  of  covetous  king  Ahab, 
who,  diflatisfied  with  a  kingdom,  could  not  enjoy  his 
royal  domains,  whilft  Naboth  had  a  vineyard  in  the 
vicinity  of  his  palace* 

Till  there  be  no  place ,  that  they  may  be  placed  alone  in 
the  midjl  of  the  earth*  The  perfons  fpoken  of,  made 
their  little  felves  the  centre  of  their  a&ivity,  in  which 
all  the  lines  of  their  exertion  terminated.  Man  be- 
ing a  focial  creature,  defigned  to  advance  the  interefls 
of  fociety,  he  muft  have  counteracted  the  firft  prin- 
ciples in  his  nature,  by  his  covetous,  ambitious  en- 
deavours, that  he  might  be  placed  alone  in  the  midit 
of  the  earth.  The  expreffion  muft  not  be  underflood 
in  its  ftrifteft  fenfe,  as  if  the  people,  whofe  pra&ice 
is  here  condemned,  wifhed  to  live  entirely  alone, 
and  to  have  $o  perfop  near  them.  Men  of  the  de- 
fcfiption  before  us,  are  averfe  to  folitude,  and  often 
terrified  to  be  alone.  It  imports,  that  they  were 
anxious  no  room  might  be  left  to  rival  them  in 
power,  influence,  or  property ;  that  they  were  felici- 
tous all  around  them  might  be  their  inferiors,  obliged 
to  give  them  pfece,  to  do  them  homage  as  their 
vafials  and  tenants,  to  adminiiter  fewel  to  their 
pride  and  ambition,  and,  in  fome  refpeft  or  other,  to 
acknowledge  them  their  fuperiors.  Such  odious  cha- 
racters were  frequent  in  the  days  of  our  prophet,. and 
his  cotemporary  Micah,  whofe  words  exactly  corre- 
fpojid  to  thefe  we  are  confidering :  *  Wo  to  them  that 
*  devife  iniquity,  and  work  evil  upon  their  beds :  when 
f  the  morning  is  light  they  pra&ife  it,  becaufe  it  is  in 

*  the 
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c  the  power  of  their  hand*  And  they  covet  fields, 
'  and  take  them  by  violence ;  and  houfes,  and  take 
c  them  away ;  fo  they  opprefs  a  man,  and  his  houfe, 
6  even  a  man  and  his  heritage.     Therefore  thus  faith 

*  the  Lord,  Behold,  againft  this  family  do  I  devife  an 
4  evil,  from  which  ye  (hall  not  remove  your  necks, 

*  neither  fliall  ye  go  haughtily :  for  this  time  is  evil  *.' 
It  is  probable  that  perfons  of  this  fort  greatly  multi* 
pKed,  during  the  period  which  elapfed  from  the  de- 
livery of  this  prophecy  until  the  captivity  at  Babylon. 
Toward  the  conclufion  of  the  Jewilh  difpenfation,  men 
of  the  above  defcription  mightily  increafed  among  that 
people.  Avarice,  rapacity,  injuftice,  and  oppreffion, 
were  the  fins  for  which  they  were  remarkably  confpi- 
cuous,  and  frequently  threatened. 

Againft  fuch  perfons  God  denounces,  by  his  fer- 
vant  Ifaiah,  mifery  and  wo  ;  comprehending  all  man- 
ner of  evils,  which  fhould  befal  them,  both  in  this 
and  the  future  world  ;  and  which,  even  in  this  life, 
would  afflict  them  in  their  consciences,  reputation, 
and  property.  The  molt  terrible  calamities  are  ex- 
preffed  in  fcripture  by  this  fhort  word,  of  which 
many  inftances  occur  both  in  the  Old  and  New 
Teftament.  The  practice  here  condemned,  pro- 
ceeding from  that  covetoufnefs  which  is  idolatry, 
juftly  merited  mifery  and  wo.  It  affords  ftrong  proof 
that  men  are  deftitute  of  the  love  of  God ;  that  they 
diftruft  the  care  of  his  kind  providence ;  that  they 
contemn  the  authority  of  his  word ;  that  their  hearts 
are  fet  upon  this  world ;  that  they  are  cruel  and  op- 
preffive  toward  their  brethren,  to  wfttofe  welfare  they 
are  indifferent.  Juftly,  therefore,  are  they  expofed 
to  the  difpbafure  of  almighty  God,  whofe  curfe  is 
in  the  habitation  of  the  wicked.  Sometimes  the  curfe 
enters  into  their  hearts,  and  prevents  them  from 
enjoying  comfort  in  their  eftates,  and  perplexts 
them  with  fears  and  cares  about  their  poffeffions :  at 

•  Micah  ii.  I,  a,  3.  x 
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other  times  it  waftes  and  confumes  them  like  a  moth, 
or  fuddenly  devours  them  by  fire  and  fword ;  and,  in 
fome  inftances,  they  are  plundered  by  enemies  of  all 
their  effe&s,  or  fnatched  away  from  their  enjoyments 
by  captivity  and  death.— —What  an  inftru&ive  warn- 
ing  does  this  adminifter  to  us,  my  friends,  to  take 
heed  'and  beware  of  covstoufnefs,  which  debafes  the 
mind,  excites  infatiable  defires  of  more  than  we  can 
expett  to  acquire,  and  reduces  thofe  who  live  under 
its  influence  into  a  much  worfe  condition  than  if  they 
had  little  or  nothing  with  contentment !  Even  whilft 
the  covetous  and  ambitious  man  is  adding  field  to 
field,  and  houfe  to  houfe,  and  hath  much  goods  laid 
up  for  many  years',  he  is  miferable.  *  Let  your  con- 
*  verfation  then  be  without  covetoufnefs ;  tte  content 
'  with  fuch  things  as  ye  have :  for  he  hath  laid,  I  will 
'  never  leave  thee,  nor  forfake  thee*.' 

9  In  mine  ears,  /aid  the  Lord  of  hofts,  Of 
a  truth  many  houfes  fhall  be  defolate,  even  great 
and  fair  without  inhabitant. 

In  this,  and  the  following  verfe,  the  punifhment  of  the 
crime  mentioned  in  the  foregoing  one  is  defcribed.— 
The  prophet  introduces  the  fubjeft,  by  acquainting 
us  in  what  manner  this  information  was  conveyed  to 
him.  It  was  gently  whifpered  in  his  ear  by  a  voice 
from  God,  to  excite  him  to  receive  this  inftru&ion 
with  the  greateft  attention  and  care ;  to  intimate,  that 
the  fubjedt  made  known  to  him  remained  a  profound 
fecret,  of  which  others  were  ignorant ;  and  that  it 
might  leave  fuch  imprcffion  on  his  heart  as  might 
never  be  effaced.  In  this  manner  Qod  was  pleafed, 
from  time  to  time,  to  reveal  his  mind  to  his  fervants 
of  old,  as  Elihu  remarks,  Job,  xxxiii.  14,  15,  16, 
Thus  the  Lord  of  hofts,  wonderful  in  counfel,  and 
excellent  in  working,  gracioufly  condefcended  to  com-, 
muuicate  to  Ifaiah  the  knowledge  of  thofe  awful  judg- 

*  Heb.  xiii.  5. 
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nients  which  he  was  about  to  inflifit  on  his  people* 
on  account  of  their  avarice  and  ambition.— —To  give 
the  utmoft  certainty  to  this  prediction,  it  is  delivered 
in  the  form  of  an  oath.  The  fentence  in  the  Hebrew 
text  feems  to  be  incomplete ;  and  is  differently  ren- 
dered in  our  verfion,  and  in  the  margent  of  fome  of 
your  Bibles.  The  Lord  of  hofts  is  frequently  in- 
troduced in  fcripture  giving  the  rood  folemh  aflur- 
ances  to  his  people  of  the  truth  of  what  he  de- 
clares, many  inftances  of  which  might  eafily  be  pro- 
duced. 1  only,  refer  you  to  one,  which  you  will  find 
in  Pfal.  xc v.  i  o,  1 J . :  *  Unto  a  people  that  do  err  in 
*  heart,  and  have  not  known  my  ways,  I  fware  in  my 
c  wrath,  that  they  fhould  not  enter  into  my  reft.* 
Arid  in  the  words  before  us,  he  affirms,  Of  a  truth 
many  houfes  {hall  be  defolate,  SsV.  Great  numbers 
of  elegant  houfeS,  and  fumptuous  edifices,  had  been 
built  in  the  land  of  Ifrael,  at  a  vafl  expence,  and  beau- 
tifully adorned  by  the  beft  of  tradefmen ;  but  being 
built  out  of  the  fpoils  of  the  poor,  and  the  gains  of 
oppreflion,  thefe  large  convenient  ftru&ures  were  to 

becom&  defolate  and  ruinous,  without  inhabitant. 

The  pofleffions  of  wicked  men,  however  excellent, 
ftiall  certainly  be  defolated*  their  profperity,  not  like 
the  permanent  light  of  the  fun,  but  like  that  of  a  ta- 
per, which  confumes  itfelf,  (hall  foon  be  extinguifhed* 
This  is  a  circumftance  truly  worthy  of  our  ferious  at- 
tention, and  practical  regard. 

10  Yea,  ten  acres  of  vineyard  fhall  yield 
one  bath,  and  the  feed  of  an  homer  {hall  yield 
an  ephah. 

In  the  former  verfe,  defolation  was  threatened  to 
thofe  fuperb  buildings,  which  the  covetous,  among 
the  pofterity  of  Ifrael,  had  credted,  to  gratify  their 
pride  and  ambition,  In  this  verfe,  the  rich  fields  they 
poflefTed  are  threatened  to  be  converted  into  a  barren 
and  defolate  country.— They  expeSed  great  increafe 

from 


Ver.  io.     PROPHECIES  op  ISAIAH.  277 

from  the  vinfeyards  and  fields  of  which  they  had  pof- 
feffion,  or  hoped  to  acquire}  whereas  God  here  de- 
clares, that  he  would  blaft  the  fruits  of  both,  and  dis- 
appoint their  expe&ations.'  ,  An  acre  of  land  contain? 
forty  poles  or  perches  in  length,  and  four  in  breadth ; 
or  two  hundred  and  twenty  yards  multiplied  by 
twenty-two,  being  four  thoufand  eight  hundred  and 
forty  yards.  A  large  vineyard,  including  ten  of  thefe 
acres,  was  to  produce  only  one  bath.  The  bath  and 
the  ephah  were  meafures  of  the  fame  fize.  The  bath, 
which  contained  about  eight  or  nine  gallons  Engliflv, 
was  ufed  for  meafuring  liquids.  The  ephah,  which  was 
equal  to  half  a  bufhel  and  a  pottle  Englifh,  was  em- 
ployed in  meafuring  corns  and  dry  goods.  Each  of 
them  held  the  tenth  part  of  an  homer,  which  was  equal 
to  fourteen  bufhels  and  one  pottle.  So  very  great  was 
the  change  to  be  made  upon  the  vineyards  and  fields 
in  the  land  of  Canaan,  which  yielded  the  mod  luxu- 
riant crops,  and  abundance  of  the  richeft  wines,  that, 
at  the  period  to  which  this  predi&ion  referred,  ten 
acres  of  vineyard  were  to  yield  only  the  fcanty  produce 
of  nine  gallons  of  wine,  and  fourteen  bufhels  of  feed- 
corn  was  to  bring  no  more  than  about  the  tenth  part 
of  the  feed  fown.  ■  The  Lord  is  known  by  .the 
judgment  which  he  executeth.  The  judgments  of 
God  are  always  inflicted  in  perfect  righteoufnefs,  and 
the  punifhment  often  correfponds  to  the  fin  commit- 
ted. This  truth  Adoni-bezek  was  obliged  to  acknow- 
ledge, after  his  thumbs  and  great  toes  were  cut  off: 

*  Threefcore  and  ten  kings,  having  their  thumbs  and 
4  great  toes  cut  off,  gathered  their  meat  under  my 

*  'able:  as  I  have  done,  fo  God  hath  requited  me*.' 
In  every  age  this  remark  hath  been  verified.  4  Whofo/ 
faith  Solomon,  s  ftoppeth  his  ears  at  the  cry  of  the 
4  poor,  healfo  (hall  cry  himfelf?but  fhall  not  be  heard.' 
Ifrael  Were  informed  by  the  prophet  Jeremiah,  u>hom 
God  inftruded  to  fay, c  Like  as  ye  have  forfaken  me, 

*  Judges  i.  7. 
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'  and  ferved  ftrange  gods  in  your  land,  fo  (hall  ye 
«  ferve  ftranger&  in  a  land  which  is  not  yours  V  The 
perfons  to  whom  this  prophecy  was  dire&ed,  had 
endeavoured,  through  avarice,  to  deprive  their  bre- 
thren of  their  pofleflions  ;  and  therefore  God  threat- 
ens to  take  away  the  fruitfulnefs  of  their  fields,  and  to 
fend  them  fcarcity  of  corn  and  wine,  on  the  increafe 
of  which  their  hearts  were  keenly  fet.  This  predic- 
tion was  remarkably  fulfilled  about  the  time  of  the 
Babylonifh  captivity,  and  afterward  more  efpecially  at 
the  deftru&ion  of  Jerufalem  by  the  Romans. 

1 1  If  Wo  uhto  them  that  rife  up  early  in  the 
morning,  that they  may  follow  ftrong  drink, 
that  continue  until  night,  till  wine  inflame  them. 

Complicated  wo  and  mifery  are  next  denounced 
againft  thofe  who  are  addi&ed  to  intemperance  and 
luxury,  and  indulge  in  thoughtleffnefs  and  inconfidera- 
tion.  The  prophet  ftrongly  condemns  intempe* 
ranee,  and  excefs  in  fenfual  pleafures,  particularly  in 
drinking.  Early  rifing  in  the  morning  conduces  much 
to  give  health  and  vigour  to  the  constitution.  Lying 
long  in  bed  is  an  intemperance  of  the  worft  kind:  it  ge- 
nerates difeafes  in  the  body;  it  enervates  the  mind,  and 
is  attended  with  many  bad  confequences.  Rifing  early 
is  neceffary  to  the  difpatch  of  bnfinefs,  the  morning 
being  the  bed  feafon  for  arranging  our  affairs,  for  per- 
forming moll  kinds  of  work,  and  making  fuch  progrefs 
as  accidents  and  avocations  may  not  difturb,  nor  on  the 
whole  greatly  retard,  in  the  execution  of  our  well-laid 
fchemes.  It  is  of  confiderable  importance  to  the  in- 
terefts  of  devotion.  In  the  morning  the  animal  fpi- 
rits  are  recruited,  our  bodies  are  refrefhed,  we  are 
furnifhed  with  new  grounds  of  gratitude  and  praife ; 
and  being  then  moft  lively  and  vigorous,  it  become* 
the  molt  proper  feafon  for  prayer,  and  other  devo- 

*  Jcr.  ▼.  19. 

,    tional 


Vur.ii-'    PROPHECIES  of  ISAIAH.  279 

tional  exercifes.  The  mod  eminent  faints,  therefore, 
of  whom  we  read  in  fcripture,  fuch  as  Abraham, 
Mofes,  David,  and  others,  are  faid  to  have  rifen  early, 
to  feck  God,  whofe  going  forth  is  prepared  as  the 
morning  j  and  to  dirett  their  prayers  to  him,  in  expe&a* 
tion  of  gracious  anfwers.— • — Thofe  who  are  given  to 
intemperance,  rife  early  for  other  purpofes  than  thefe ) 
namely, 

That  they  may  follow  Jtrong  drink,  &c.  They  are  as 
keenly  employed  in  gratifying  their  finful,  infatiable 
appetite,  as  the  induftrious  mechanic,  or  laborious 
hufbandman,  in  following  the  bufinefles  of  their  pro* 
feffion.  Among  the  intemperate,  there  are  fome  who 
ftill  retain  a^  fenfe  of  decency,  and  confider  drunk- 
ennefs  as  a  work  of  darknefs :  when,  therefore,  they 
get  drunk,  as  the  apoftle  Paul  fays,  '  They  are 
4  drunken  in  the  night/  There  are  others  wUq  come 
under  the-  description  before  us,  and  take  pleafure  to 
riot  in  the  day,  when  they  ought  to  be  employed  in 
following  their  lawful  bufibefs.  Fond  of  intoxicating 
liquors,  they  rife  early  in  the  morning  to  engage  in 
the  pernicious  practice  of  drinking,  and  are  ailiduous 
in  their  application  to  this  difgraceful  employment  from 
morning  to  night.  By  this  criminal  indulgence,  they 
confume  much  of  their  precious  time,  they  abufe  the 
good  creatures  of  God,  they  enfeeble  their  minds, 
they  hurt  their  conftkution,  they  injure  their  tempo- 
ral  as  well  as  Spiritual  interelts,  and  expofe  themfelves 
to  the  righteous  judgments  of  Heaven.  If  you  in- 
quire with  Solomon,  4  Who  hath  wo  ?  who  hath  for- 

*  row  ?  who  hath  contentions  ?  who  hath  babbling  ? 
'  who  hath  wounds  without  caufe  ?  who  hath  rednefs 

*  of  eyes?'    I  return  you  his  anfwer:    *  They  that 

*  tarry  long  at  the  wine,   they  that  go  to  feek  xnixt 

*  wine  V  ■  Take  heed  then  to  yourfelves,  bre- 
thren, left  at  any  time  your  hearts  be  over-charged 
with  furfciting  and  drunkennefs.     Such  is  the  divine 

■ 

*  Prov,  ixiii.  29,  30. 
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bounty,  that  it  gives  us  all  things  richly  to  enjoy :  it 
furnifhes  us  not  only  "with  the.  neceffaries,  but  alfo 
with  the  conveniencies  and  comforts  of  life.  Abufip 
them  not  by  intemperarice,  but  ufe  themas'thofe  who 
know  the  fafliion  of  this  world  paffeth  away*  Be  fo- 
ber  and  moderate  in  the  ufe  of  all  the  comfort*  you 
enjoy,  and  the  refrefhments  which  you  take,,  and 
guard  with  caution  againft  all  temptations  to  excefs.  , 

#       * 

12.  And  the  harp  and  the  viol,  the  tabret  and 
pipe,  and  wine  are  in  their  feafts:  but  they  re- 
gard not  the  work  of  the  Lord,  neither  confi- 
der  the  operation  of  his  hands.   . 

The  condud  which  is  here  cenfurfcd, '  confided  in 
an  intemperate  and  urireafonable  indulgence  in  the 
luxuries  of  inftrumental  rnufic,  and  elegant  entertain- 
ments. Mufic  and  feafting  are  things -in  themfelves 
lawful,  and  on  proper  occafioYis  expedient.  The 
king  of  Ifrael,  who  had  this  honourable  teftimony, 
that  he  was  a  man  according  to  God's  own  heart,  in- 
vented inftruments  of  mufic,  which  yere  employed 
in  praifing  the  Lord.  The  feafts  among  the  Jews 
feem .  to  have  been  commonly  attended  with  inftru- 
mental mufic,  which  to  feme  of  the  £ueftrs^  would  be 
the  moft  delicious  part  of  the  entertainment,  whilft 
it  would  produce  agrefeabfe  efFe&s  upon  all  who  were 
prefent.  Hence,  in  the  book  of  Lamentations,  the 
young  men  ceafing  from  mufic,  is  mentioned  as  a 
mournful  confequence  of  the  defolations  there  bewail- 
ed  V  And  our  Lord,  in  the  parable  of  the  prodigal 
fon,  introduces  mufic  and  dancing  upon  the  joyful  oc- 
cafion,  which  he  ther6  defcribes  with  inimitable  beauty. 
Feftivity,  which  was  not  unfrequent  among  the*  pofte- 
rity  of  Ifrael,  might  be  derived  from  their  fathers, 
whofe  memory  they  profeffed  highly  to  venerate. 
Abraham  made  a  feaft  at  the  weaning  of  his  fon ; 

*  Lain.  v.  14. 
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Ifaac  made  afeaft  for  Abimelech*  arid  Pbkhol  the 
chief  captain  of  his  army;  befide  other  inflances 
-which  might  be  mentioned.  Our  bleffed  Saviour  ho- 
noured with  his  prefcncc  a  raarriage-feaft,  in  Cana  of 
Galilee,  where  he  changed  water  into  wine,  to  fupply 
the  deficiency  df  the  entertainment.  Indeed  we  have 
not  a  doubt  but  that  the  good  Lord  who  confers  not 
only  the  neceffaries,  but  the  delicacies  which  cover 
the  table  of  not  a  few,  intends  that  they  ought  to  be 
received  with  humility  and  thankfgiving  on  proper  oc- 
cafions. 

Why  then  do .  you  afk,  Doth  a  righteous  God  de- 
nounce mifery  and  wo  againft  thofe  who  feafted,  and 
in  their  feafts  had  mufic  and  wine  ?  I  fuppofe  the  fin 
'which  expofed  them  to  the  divine  difpleafure,  confid- 
ed in  their  not  attending  to  the  feafons  in  which,  with 
propriety,  they  might  have  made  merry  with  their 
friends.  To  every  thing  there  is  a  feafon,  and  a  time 
to  every  purpofe  under  the  heaven :  there  is  a  time  to 
mourn  and  to  weep,  and  there  is  a  time  to  laugh  and 
to  dance,  as  God  hath  taught  us  by  the  wifeft  of 
men*.  Now  if,  after  this  inftruction,  people  are  fo 
foolifh  and  perverfe  as  to  employ  the  time  in  mirth 
and  jollity,  in  which  they  are  called  to  forrow  and 
lamentation,  they  thereby  expofe  themfelves  to  many, 
terrible  calamities.  You  may  fee  a  remarkable  in- 
ftance  of  the  truth  of  this  observation,  recorded 
Chap.  xxii.  12,  13,  and  14.  where  you  read,  c  In 

*  that  day  did  the  Lord  God  of  hods  call  to  weep- 
c  ing,  and  to  mourning;  «apd,to  baldnefs,  and  to 
'  girding  with  fackqloth  :  and  behold,  joy  and  glad- 
'  nefs,  flaying  oxen  and  killing  fheep,*  eating  Aefh 
(  and  drinking  wine ;  let  us  eat  and  drink,  for  to* 
(  morrow  we  lnall  die.  And  it  was  revealed  in  mine 
c  ears  by  the  Lord  of  hofts,  furely  this  iniquity  fliali 
c  not  be  purged  from  you,  till  ye  die,  faith  the  Lord 

*  God  of  hofts.'    The  feafon  there  referred  to,  as  wc 

*  pcclct  ili.  I.  rtfeq.  .  .   . 
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learn  front  the  fifth  verfe  of  that  chapter^  *  was  a  day  of 
1  trouble,'and  of  treading  down,  and  of  perplexity  by 
*  the  Lord  God  of  hofts  in  the  valley  of  vifion,  break- 
4  ing  down  the  walls,  and  of  crying  to  the  mountains.' 
This  was  not  a  time  for  feafting  and'  rejoicing :  and 
by  endeavouring  to  countered  the  call  of  God,  their 
fin  became  fo  aggravated,  that  he  declares,  it  fhould 
not  be  purged.  On  the  fame  account,  complicated 
miiery  is  here  threatened  againft  fimilar  wicked  con- 
duit-—-Diligently  obferve  the  difpenfations  of  pro* 
vidence,  carefully  mark  what  feems  to  be  their  tenden- 
cy and  defign,  and  faithfully  improve  the  admonitions 
you  thereby  receive. 

But  they  regard  not  the  work  of  the  Lord*  neither 
confider  the  operation  of  his  hands.  Inconfideration, 
and  negled  of  the  work  of  God,  is  the  natural  confe- 
quence  of  the  pra&ices  above  mentioned.  '  The  ope* 
ration  of  God's  hand,  may  refer  not  to  any  particular 
difpenfation,  but  to  the  whole  work  of  divine  provi- 
dence toward  mankind  in  general,  and  efpecially  his 
peculiar  people»  The  connection  and  defign  of  the 
words  feem  to  favour  this  interpretation.  How  won- 
derful, how  diverfified,  and  glorious,  are  the  works  of 
God,  which  are  fought  out  of  all  them  that  have  plea* 
fore  therein!  How  grand  and  magnificent  are  the 
operations  of  his  hands,  for  the  inftru&ion  and  bene- 
fit of  man)  works  in  the  heavens  and  upon  the 
earth,  works  of  judgment  and  mercy,  works  of  ven-i 
geance  and  deliverance !  They  are  accompanied  with 
circumftances  meriting  the  mod  ferious  confideration* 
and  the  higheft  admiration;  for  he  hath  put  upon 
them  fuch  marks  of  his  power  as  render,  thdm  moil: 
worthy  of  regard.  They  are  defigned  to  accomplifh 
the  mod  valuable  purpofes,  to  difplay  the  glory  of 
their  divine  Author,  jo  lead  up  the  thoughts  of  men 
to  God  himfelf,  and  to  excite  them  to  the  exercifes  of 
gratitude,  praife,  and  obedience.  Many  of  them  are 
placed  fully  in  our  view,  that  we  may  contemplate 
and  admire  them,  though  on  thiS  very  account  they 

are 
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are  often  negle&ed  and  overlooked.  The  leaft  of 
God's  works,  and  the  leaft  of  his  mercies,  ought  not 
to  be  flightly  parted  by,  much  lefs  his  greateft  works 
and  deliverances  in  behalf  of  his  church.  To  this 
fubjed  we  may  apply  the  words  of  Jefus  Chrift,  with 
refped  to  tithing  mint,  anife,  and  cummin,  and  doing 
the  greater  things  of  the  law ;  c  Thcfe  ought  ye  to  have* 

*  done,  and  not  to  leave  the  other  undone.' 

The  people,  againft  whom  God,  by  the  prophet, 
brought  the  charge  before  us,  had  their  minds  occu- 
pied with  fenfible  objefts,  and  deluded  by  fenfual 
pleafures;  therefore  they  avoided  all  ferious  confi- 
deration,  and  evepy  fpirituai  exercife.  They  perfifted 
in  a  criminal  contempt  of  divine  providence,  which 
had  wrought,  on  their  account,  the  raoft  ftupendous 
wonders.  Thefe  works  of  the  Lord  they  ought  to 
have  attentively  confidered,  and  acknowledged  them 
to  be  the  Lord's  doing,  and  marvellous  in  their  eyes* 
Though  they  were  witneffes  of  many  great  and  fitr* 
prifing  events,  they  did  not  view  them  as  operations 
of  the  Almighty :  they  did  not  diligently  apply  their 
minds  to  the  contemplation  of  the  works  of  God, 
that  they  might  perceive  his  power  therein  magnified, 
and  difcern  his  wifdom,  goodnefs,  and  mercy  therein 
manifested.  Any  impreffions  made  upon  their  hearts, 
by  the  operations  of  the  Mod  High,  were  of  ftiort  du- 
ration, and  eafily  effaced;  as  we  learn  from  the 
leventy-eighth  pfalm,  where  it  is  recorded,  to  their 
everlafting  reproach,  4  That  they ,  foon  forgat  his 

*  works,  and  his  wonders  that  he  had  (hewed  them ; 

*  that  they  remembered  not  his  hand,  nor  the  day 

*  when  he  delivered  them  from  the  enemy.'  To  this 
important  duty,  therefore,  in  which  they  were  cul- 
pably negligent,  they  were  repeatedly  invited  by  that 
great  man,  who  once  fat  upon  their  throne,  and  whofe 
devotional  exercifes  they  had  among  their  hands : 

*  Come  (faid  he),  and  behold  the  works  of  the  Lord.* 
And  becaufe  they  regarded  not  the  works  of  the  Lord, 
nor  the  operation  of  his  hands,  he  foretold,  that  God 

N  n  would 
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would  deftroy  them,  and  not  build  them  up  #.  This 
ufeful  employment  was  greatly  negle&ed  by  '  the  fona 

*  of  Jacob,  unto  whom  the  word  of  the  Lord  came, 

*  faying,  Ifrael  fhall  be  thy  name  f ;'  as  is  abundantly 
evident  from  many  paffages  in  the  prophets  and  go- 
{pels,  which  I  (lay  not  to  recite.  This,  among  other 
fins,  expofed  them  to  mifery  and  wo>>  ■  Whofo  then 
is  wife,  let  him  obferve  divine  difpenfations,  and  he 
fhall  underftand  the  ioving-kindnefs  of  the  Lord,  that 
is  confpicuous.in  the  manner  and  feafon  in  which  he 
operates,  the  inftruments  he  employs,  the  events  which 
he  accomplishes,  the  defigns  which  he  effe&uates,  and 
their  correfpondence  to  the  revelation  he  hath  given 
of  his  bleffed  will. 

1 3  %  Therefore  my  people  are  gone  into  capti- 
vity, becaufe  they  have  no  knowledge :  and  their 
honourable  men  are  famifhed,  and  their  multi- 
tude dried  up  with  thirft. 

The  punifhment  of;  the  fins  above  mentioned,  is 
defcribed  in  this,  and  the  following  verfes.  ■  The 
judgment  of  captivity,  which  is  here  denounced,  is 
fpoken  of,  in  the  prophetic  ftile,  as  already  executed  ; 
to  intimate  the  ablblute.  certainty,  and  near  approach 
of  the  threatened  calamity.  The  pofterity  of  Ifraei 
were  firft  led  captive  by  Tiglatb-pilezer  king  of  AfTy- 
ria,  under  the  reign  of  Pekah  king  of  Ifrael,  and  that 
of  Jotham  king  of  Judah,  as  we  learn  from  2  Kings 
xv.  27.  and  following  verfes.  About  the  twelfth  year 
of  Ahaz  king  of  Judah,  under  the  reign  of  Hofhea 
over  Ifrael,  Shalmanezer  king  of  AfTyria  carried  Ifrael 
again  captive  to  Aflyria,  as  we  read  2  Kings  xvij.  6. 
In  the  fourteenth  year  of  king  Hezekiah,  Sennacherib 
king  of.  AfTyria  came  up  againft  the  fenced  cities  of 
Judah,  and  took  them,  and  fent  a  great  hod  againft 
Jerufalem,  as  recorded  2  Kings  xviii.  13.  and  follow- 

• 

*  Pfel.^xvui.  j,  f  1  Kings  xviiiT  31. 
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ing  verfes.  Under  the  reign  of  Manaffeh  king  of  Ju- 
dah, the  Lord  brbught  upon  them  the  captains  of  the 
hoft  of  the  king  of  Affyria,  who  took  Manaffeh  and 
many  of  his  people  to  Babylon,  as  it  is  written 
3  Chron  xxxiii.  it.  After  that  Jehoahaz  was  elevat- 
ed to  the  throne  of  Judah,  Pharaoh-nechoh  put  him 
in  bands  at  Riblah,  and  carried  him  away  into  Egypt, 
where  he  died,  2  Kings  xxiii.  33,  34.  In  the  days  of 
Jehoiachin,  Nebuchadnezzar  king  of  Babylon  came 
againft  Jerufalem,  and  befieged  it,  and  carried  away 
all  Jerufalem,  and  all  the  princes  and  mighty  men  of 
valour,  even  ten  thoufand  captives,  and  all  the  craftf- 
men,  as  ye  may  fee  2  Kings  xxiv.  1  o.  etfeq.  When 
Zedekiah  was  king  of  Judah,  Nebuchadnezzar,  with 
all  his  hoft,  befieged  Jerufalem,  took  the  city,  feized 
Zedekiah,  bound  him  With  fetters  of  brafs,  and  car- 
ried him  to  Babylon:  and  afterward  Nebuzar-adan 
captain  of  the  guard,  a  fervant  of  the  king  of  Baby- 
lon, came  unto  Jerufalem,  and  burnt  the  houfe  of  the 
Lord,  and  the  lung's  houfe,  and  all  the  houfes  of  Je- 
rufalem, and  every  great  man's  houfe  burnt  he  with 
fire;  and  the  remnant  of  the  multitude  he  carried 
away:  2  Kings  xxv.  In  after-times  the  Romans 
treated  this  people  in  the  fame  manner  with  the  Affy- 
rians  and  Chaldees,  and  completed  that  captivity  and 
deftru&ion  which  was  often  foretold  in  prophecy. 
Thus  went  the  houfe  of  Ifrael  into  captivity,  accord- 
ing to  this  predi&ion,  as  a  juft  punifhment  of  their 
many  aggravated  tranfgrefiions.— — Think  upon  the 
miferies  that  Ifrael  mull  have  fuftained  in  thefe  capti- 
vities,, and  from  thence  learn  the  evil  and  the  danger 
of  offending  God. 

Becaufe  they  have  no  knowledge.  Ignorance  is  the 
certain  confequence  of  inconfideratiqn :  inconfidera- 
tion  is  the  natural  effeft  of  luxury  and  dilfipation, 
which  arife  from  gratified  avarice  and  ambition.  Ac- 
cording to  this  procefs,  Ifrael  had  become  deftitute  of 
that  excellent  knowledge,  more  precious  than  gold, 
which  confifts  in  intimate  acquaintance  with  the  per- 
fections, 


*8<5  LECTURES  on  the        Chap.V. 

fe&ions,  providence,  and  falvation  of  God,  with  the 
mifery  and  danger  of  our  condition,  and  the  means 
whereby  the  eternal  enjoyment  of  Jehovah  may  be  at- 
tained. Such  is  the  fupreme  excellence  and  inefti- 
mable  value  of  this  knowledge,  that,  in  companion  of 
it,  all  other  things  ought  to  be  efteemed  only  as  drofs 
or  dung.  It  lies  at  the  foundation  of  all  true  godli- 
nefs,  and  is  abfolutely  neceffary  to  the  love  of  God, 
and  giving  him  that  homage  he  juflh  requires.  Who 
can  love  God  that  doth  not  know  he  is  perfeftly  ami- 
able ?  who  will  worfhip  him  that  doth  not  know  he 
is  infinitely  glorious  ?  who  will  obey  him  that  is  not 
acquainted  with  his  fupreme  authority  ?  and  who  will 
praife  him  that  doth  not  know  his  confummate  good- 
nefs  ?  The  want  of  this  knowledge  was  the  reproach 
and  ruin  of  the  people  of  lfrael,  whofe  minds  were 
blinded  through  the  pernicious  influence  of  carnal  af- 
fections, and  foolifh  prejudices,  in  fo  much  that  they 
neither  obferved  the  figns  of  the  times,  nor  ftudied 
the  word  of  God.  On  this  account  they  are  thus  de- 
fcribed  by  the  prophet  Jeremiah :  c  My  people  are 

*  foolifh,  they  have  not  known  me,  they  are  fottifh 
c  children,  and  they  have  none  underftanding :  they 

*  are  wife  to  do  evil,  but  to  do  good  they  have  no 
c  knowledge  V  And  in  after-times  the  apoftle  Paul 
charged  them  with  the  fame  criminal  ignorance,  for 
which  they  had  been  notorious  in  the  days  of  the  pro- 
phets, as  ye  may  fee  Afts  xiii.  27.  where  he  affirms, 
That  they  that  dwelt  at  Jerufalem,  and  their  rulers, 
knew  not  the  Son  of  XJod,  nor  yet  the  voices  of  the 
prophets  which  were  read  every  Sabbath-day.  They 
were  willingly  ignorant,  becauie  they  found  it  more 
difficult  to  increafe  knowledge  than  to  indulge  in  ig- 
norance, more  eafy  to  fm  in  darknefs  than  in  the 
light  of  knowjedge.-—— Admonifhed  of  the  danger 
arifing  from  the  negleft  of  knowledge,  permit  me  to 
addrefs  every  one  of  you  in  the  words  of  Solomon : 

*  Jer.  iv.  32. 

♦My 
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*  My  fon,  incline  thine  ear  unto  wifdom,  and  apply 
c  thine  heart  to  understanding :  yea,  jf  thou  crieft  af- 

*  ter  knowledge,  and  lifted  up  thy  voice  for  under- 
c  Handing :  if  thou  feekeft  her  as  filver,  and  fearch* 

*  eft  for  her,  as  for  hid  treafures :  then  (halt  thou  un- 
'  darftand  the  fear  of  the  Lord,  and  find  the  know* 

*  ledge  of  God*/ 

And  their  honourable  men  are  famijhed>  and  their 
multitude  dried  up  with  thirji.  TJiefe  words  feem  in- 
tended to  defcribe  fome  of  the  direful  calamities  which 
the  mod  refpe&able  people,  among  the  pofterity  of 
Ifrael,  were  to  experience  in  the  time  of  their  capti- 
vity. Their  honourable  men,  wfco  were  mod  efteem- 
ed  on  account  of  the  dignity  of  their  itation,  the 
greatnefs  of  their  abilities,  and  the  ufefulnefs  of  their 
employments ;  their  men  of  glory  (as  the  Hebrew 
words  fignify),  who  were  moll  eminent  for  pomp  and 
fplendour,  were  to  be  reduced  to  the  greatefl  flraits, 
and  to  become  men  of  famine.  Such  perfons  were 
to  experience  the  reverfe  of  their  former  condition. 
They  who  frequently  feafted  at  the  molt  elegant  en- 
tertainments, who  fared  fumptuoufly  every  day,  and  * 
were  much  admired  for  their  riches  and  affluence, 
were  to  feel  the  terrible  effeds  of  famine,  and  to  be 
reduced  to  the  utmoft  extremity,  in  want  of  the  ne- 
cefiary  fupports  of  life.— — And  their  multitude  dried 
up  with  thirji.  The  common  people,  who  were  ad- 
dicted to  drink  to  excefs,  were  to  be  parched  with 
thirft,  through  the  intenfe  heat  of  the  climate,  the 
long  journeys,  and  hard  labour,  to  which  they  fhould 
be  obliged  to  fubmit.— — Thefe  predi&ions  were  re- 
markably verified  about  the  time  of  the  Baby  Ion ifh 
captivity,  as  appears  from  the  fecond  chapter  of  the 
book  of  Lamentations ;  and  were  more  fully  accom- 
j>li(hed,  iii  the  complicated  miferies  to  which  the  Jews 
were  expofed,  and  actually  fuftained  from  the  Ro- 
mans.-—Hence  let  us  be  inft  rutted  to  ufe  with  mo* 

*  Pro?,  ii.  2, — 5. 

deration 
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deration  the  good  things  of  this  world,  fince  God, 
in  righteous  judgment,  often  deprives  thofe  of  the 
neceffaries  of  life,  who  have  abufed  the  affluence  they 
once  enjoyed,  for  gratifying  their  corrupt  appetites. 

*  14  Therefore  hell  hath  enlarged  herfelf,  and 
opened  her  mouth  without  meafure :  and  their 

;lory,  and  their  multitude,  and  their  pomp,  and 
te  that  rejoiceth  fhall  defcend  into  it. 

This  verfo  reprefents  the  certain  confequences  of  the 
preceding  judgments.— -The  word  he^  in  fcripture, 
fometimes  fignifies  the  grave,  or  Jtate  of  the  dead  : 
in  this  fenfe  we  underftand  the  words  of  Mofes,  in 
which  he  affirms,  refpe&ing  Korah  and  his  compa- 
nions, who  were  fwallowed  up  in  the  earth,  and  bu« 
lied  alive,  that  they  *  defcended  quick  into  hell  ••• 
At  other  times,  it  denotes  the  ftate  of  deftru&ion  and 
mifery  with  which  death  and  the  grave  are  followed 
to  the  wicked  and  ungodly ;  which  is  its  obvious 
meaning  in  thefe  awful  words,  c  The  wicked  (hall  be 

*  turned  into  hell  f .'  Death,  the  grave,  and  deftruc- 
tion,  are  frequently  introduced,  both  in  facred  and 
profane  writings,  in  the  form  of  a  ravenous  monfter, 
opening  wide  his  devouring  jaws,  that  he  may  quick- 
ly fwallow  his  prey.  Of  this  you  have  an  inftance  in 
the  words  which  the  wife  man  puts  into  the  mouths 
of  finners,  enticing  others  to  join  them  in  their  wic- 
ked practices :  *  They  fay,  Come  with  us,  let  us  lay 

*  wait  for  blood,  let  us  lurk  privily  for  the  innocent 

*  without  caufe  :  let  us  fwallow  them  up  alive  as  the 
'  grave,  and  whole,  as  thofe  that  go  down  into  the 
'  pit  J.  A  proud  ambitious  man  is  faid  to  enlarge 
'  his  defires  as  hell ;  and  is  as  death  which  cannot 
€  be  fatisfied,  but  gathereth  unto  him  all  nations,  and 

*  heapeth  unto  him  all  people  ||.*  The  image  is  ftrong 

#  Numb.  xvi.  30,  31.       f  Pfal.  ix.  17.       %  Pro*.  1.  11,  X2« 

U  Hab.  ii.  5.  •     •   * 

and 
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and  expreffive  in  the  higheft  degree.  The  people,  to 
whom  this  prediction  relates,  indulged  in  feafting  and 
drinking ;  and,  therefore,  were  to  perifh  with  hunger 
and  thirft  :  and  their  ^  avaricious  conquerors  were  to 
indulge  their  appetite  as  much  as  they  had  done,  and 
devour  them  all  At  the  periods  to  which  this  pre- 
diction looked  forward,  the  proud  monarch  of  Baby- 
lon, and  after  him  the  mighty  Roman  emperor,  enlarg- 
ed themfelves,  they  opened  their  mouths  without  mea- 
fure,  and  greedily  deftroyed  the  Jewifh  people,  which 
once  were  the  flock  of  God's  pafture,  but  having  be- 
come ripe  for  deftruftion,  fell  a  prey  to  their  enemies. 
And  their  glory,  and  their  multitude,  and  their 
pomp,  &c.  Thefe  expreflions  may  denote  the  power 
and  authority,  the  riches  and  affluence,  the  flocks  and 
herds,,  the  children  and  fervants,  by  which  they  were 
enabled  to  make  a  confpicuous  figure  in  the  eyes  of 
men,  and  rendered  honourable  and  refpe&able  in  the 
view  of  the  world.  Their  glory  may  comprehend  what- 
foever  acquired  for  them  reputation  and  renown,  and 
conveyed  to  them  a  pre-eminence  above  others.  In  this 
fenfe,  the  infinite  mercy  of  God  is  called  his  glory* 
and  the  palling  over  a  tranfgreflion  is  faid  to  be  the 
glory  of  a  man.  The  fons  of  Laban  affixed  this 
meaning  to  the  glory  of  which  they  fpake,  in  their  in- 
vidious complaint  againft  Jacob,  when  they  affirmed, 
*  Of  that  which  was  our  fathers  hath  he  gotten  all 

c  this  glory*/ With  their  glory  and  pomp,  their 

multitude  is  joined;  which  confided  of  the  whole 
body  of  the  Jewifti  nation,  the  great  bufk  of  the 
people ;  fo  exceeding  numerous,  even  at  the  time  in 
which  this  predi&ion  received  its  completion,  that, 
according  to  Jofephus,  they  amounted  to  two  millions 
five  hundred  and  fifty-fix  thoufand  perfons.— — And 
be  that  rejoieeth  Jhall  dcfccnd  into  it :  he  that  rejoiceth 
in  his  perfonal  qualifications  of  ftrength  and  comelinefs, 
in  his  external  advantages  of  riches  and  honour,  in 

*  Gen.  xxxi.  i. 
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his  mental  endowments  of  wifdom  and  underftaiiding, 
or  in  his  church-privileges,  whereby  he  enjoyed  many 
advantages  beyond  others.  Dignity  of  ftation,  felicity 
of  condition,  and  joy  of  heart,  could  not  free  them 
from  the  general  calamity.  Perfons  of  every  descrip- 
tion among  them,  were  to  defcend  into  the  (late  of 
death  and  deftru&ion,  which  were  to  open  their 
mouths  to  receive  them ;  or  they  were  to  be  obliged 
to  defcend  into  Aflyria,  and  afterward  into  the  Ro- 
man empire,  where  they  were  to  be  detained  in 
captivity.  No  charafter  nowever  eminent,  no  condi- 
tion however  affluent  or  joyous,  was  to  be  exempted 
from  (haring  in  the  terrible  judgments  which  were  to 
be  inflifted  upon  that  finful  people,  who  are  fet  forth 
as  an  inftruftive  example  of  divine  vengeance.—— 
This  prophecy  was  verified  in  its  full  extent,  in  the 
deftru&ion  of  the  Jews  by  the  Roman  army,  when, 
according  to  their  own  hiftorian  Jofephus,  eleven 
hundred  thoufand  were  killed,  and  ninety-feven  thou* 
fand  were  taken  prifoners.  In  its  accomplifliment,  we 
behold  an  awful  inftance  of  the  righteous  judgments 
of  God,  and  an  affe&ing  proof  of  the  truth  of  the  pro- 
phecies, many  of  which  referred  to  this  great  event* 

1 5  And  the  mean  man  (hall  be  brought  down, 
and  the  mighty  man  fhall  be  humbled,  and  the 
eyes  of  the  lofty  fhali  be  humbled. 

People  of  all  ranks,  high  and  loi^,  were  to  be  deeply 
depreffed  and  humbled,  by  the  execution  of  the  above- 
mentioned  calamities, This  prediction  is  of  fimilar 

import  with  that  recorded  Chap.  ii.  1 7.  which  I  have 
already  confidered.  I  dbferve,  however,  from  the 
words  before  us,  that  none  are  fo  mean  in  their  con* 
dition  but  they  may  be  elated  with  pride,  none  fo  low 
but  God  can  bring  them  lower,  and  nonefo  high  but 
the  judgments  of  the  Almighty  can  lay  them  low, '  He 
that  humbleth  himfelf  (hall  be  exalted,  and  he  that 
exalteth  himfelf  (hall  be  abafed,  is  the  unalterable  con- 

^ftitution 
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ftitution  of  Heaven,  the  irreverfible  decree  of  the 
Mod  High,  which  he  hath  clearly  illuftrated  in  the 
difpenfations  of  his  providence  and .  grace,  which  are 
intended  to  humble  both  the  mighty  and  the  mean 
among  mankind.  At  the  time  to  which  this  predic- 
tion looked  forward,  the  lofty  looks  of  people  of  every 
condition  were  humbled,  by  the  divine  judgments 
which,  in  the  courfe  of  providence,  were  executed 
upon  the  pofterity  of  Ifrael,  on  account  of  their  ag- 
gravated tranfgreflions.  It  is  natural  here  to  turn  our 
thoughts  to  a  glory  on  the  one  hand,  and  degradation 
on  the  other,  of  a  more  diftinguifhed  nature,  which 
happened  about  that  period,  whereby  the  fame  pur- 
pofe  was  eife&uated.  \By  the  humiliation,  fuffer- 
ings,  and  death  of  Jefus  Chrift,  principalities  and 
powers  were  fpoiled,  the  former  difpenfation,  with 
its  external  grandeur  and  glory,  was  aboliflied ;  and 
in  its  room  an  oeconomy  was  eftablifhed,  diftin- 
guiflied for  its  plainnefs  and  fimplicity,  and  a  way 
opened  for  the  fpiritual  worfhip  of  the  humble  and 
poor  in  fpirit.  In  the  inftitution  of  the  gofpel,  and 
the  eredtion  of  the  kingdom  of  Jefus  Chrift,  who  was 
meek  and  lowly  in  heart,  the  rich  and  the  great,  the 
wife,  the  mighty,  and  the  noble,  find  no  pre-eminence. 
God  hath  chofen  the  weak,  the  defpifed,  and  the  fool- 
Hh  of  the  world,  to  confound  the  mighty,  and  to 
bring  to  nought  things  that  are,  that  no  fleih  fliould 
glory  in  his  prefence  *.  Thus  we  fee  the  divine  pro- 
cedure, both  in  mercy  and  judgment,  is  uniformly  in- 
tended to  humble  both  the  mighty  and  the  mean. 

As  workers  together  with  God,  we  befeech  you, 
brethren,  to  be  humble,  that  ye  receive  not  the  provi- 
dences and  the  grace  of  God  in  vain. .  Shall  creatures 
who  are  as  a  (hadow  and  a  vapour,  who  are  like  grafs, 
and  at  their  bed  eftate  as  a  flower  in  the  field — lhall 
(hort-lived,  finful  dufl  and  afhes  be  elated  with  pride  ? 
Remember  you  mull  give  account  to  the  great  Judge 

*  l  Cor.  i.  27,  28,  2£. 
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of  all,  how  you  have  ufed  and  improved  thofe  things 
which  you  make  fewel  to  your  pride.  Amidft  your 
fulnefs,  recolleft  your  deficiencies  in  knowledge,  in 
grace,  and  in  duty ;  and  if  you  are  properly  fenfible 
of  what  you  lack,  you  will  not  be  proud  of  what  you 
have  attained.  Above  all,  fix  your  attention  upon 
the  aftonifhing  humiliation  of  Jefus  Chrift.  Did  our 
Lord  and  Matter  humble  himfelf  ?  and  (hall  we,  his 
profeffed  difciples,  elevate  ourfelves  ?  Did  he  become 
obedient  to  the  death  of  the  crofs  ?  and  fhall  we  be 
difobedient/ and  glory  in  our  fhame?  Did  he  incul- 
cate-upon  us  humility  in  the  mod  forcible  manner? 
and  fhall  we  walk  in  pride,  until  we  are  abafed  by 
awful  judgments.— —If  1  have  injured  you,  or  my 
fubjeft,  by  this  digreffion,  forgive  me  this  wrong. 

1 6  But  the  Lord  of  hofts  (hall  be  exalted  in 
judgment,  and  God  that  is  holy,  (hall  be  fan&i- 
fied  in  righteoufnefs. 

Becaufe  Ifrad  did  not  exalt  and  fan&ify  the  Lord 
of  hofts,  by  the  pra&ice  of  judgment  and  righteouf- 
nefs, God  declares,  that  he  would  accompliih  this 
end,  by  infli&ing  righteous  judgments  upon  that  per- 
fidious and  rebellious  people.  The  meaning  of  the 
firft  part  of  this  verfe  depends  upon  the  fenfe  which 
w,e  affix  to  the  word  judgment,  which  admits  of  differ- 
ent fignifications.  Sometimes  it  denotes  wifdom  and 
prudence,  the  ability  of  difcerning  and  determining 
juftly  with  refpeft  to  every  one's  right.  In  this  fenfe 
our  prophet  affirms,  that  the  Lord  is  a  God  of  judg- 
ment *  :  he  is  infinitely  wife,  and  perfect  in  knowledge. 
According  to  this  interpretation,  God  is  exalted  by 
the  difplays  he  affords  of  his  confummate  wifdom,  in 
humbling  the  proud  among  men :  he  (hews,  that  he 
hath  the  mod  intimate  acquaintance  with  every  cha- 
racter ;  that  he  perfectly  knoweth  what  is  proper  to  be 

#  Ifaiah  xxx.  i8. 
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done,  in  what  manner,  at  what  time,  and  by  what  in- 
ftruments  it  ought  to  be  performed.  At  other  times, 
judgment,  when  afcribed  to  God,  fignifies  that  mode- 
ration and  clemency  with  which  the  diftribution  of 
juftice  is  tempered,  as  in  the  following  prayer  of  Je- 
remiah :  *  Correft  me,  O  Lord,  but  with  judgment  *. 
In  this  view,  the  Lord  of  hofts  is  exalted,  by  mode- 
rating the.punifhments  he  inflifts,  and  preferving  them 
within  the  bounds  marked  by  wifdom  and  discretion. 
In  fome  paffages,  the  word  denotes  thofe  calami- 
ties which  God  infli&s  upon  tranfgreffors,  for  ac- 
compliftiing  moft  important  purpofes,  as  where  we 
read  4  of  executing  upon  tjie  Heathen  the  judgment 

*  that  is  written  f .'  In  this  ftrange  work,  the  Lord 
is  exalted  by  punching  obftinate  finners  (whatever 
may  be  their  external  circumftances),  who  have  ne- 
glected him,  who  have  been  formal  or  hypocritical 
in  his  fervice,  forgetful  of  his  benefits,  and  difobe- 
dient  to  his  laws.  In  other  places,  judgment  fignifies 
the  exertion  of  influence  and  authority,  for  reforming 
things  that  have  been  wrong,  for  correfting  abufes 
that  have  arifen,  and  for  refloring'to  order  things 
that  have  been  in  confufion,  attended  with  the'  con- 
demnation  of  thofe  who  excited  thefe  difturbances, 
and  the  abfolution  of  thofe  who  were  thereby  injured. 
In  this  fenfe  our  blefled  Saviour  declared,  4  Now  is 

*  the  judgment  of  this  world  J.'  In  this  view  alfa 
the  Lord  of  hofts  was  to  be  exalted,  in  the  judgment 
he  was  about  to  execute  for  the  reformation  of  his 
church,  the  deftruftion  of  the  ungodly,  and  the  refto- 
ration  of  perfons  and  things  to  their  proper  order. 
In  thefe  various  ways  God  was  to  be  exalted,  at  the 
time  to  which  this  prcdi&ion  referred. 

And  God  that  is  holy  {or  the  holy  God']  Jhall  be 

fanflsfied  in  rigbteoufnefs*     The  holinefs  of  God  con- 

fifts  in  his  perfe£t  freedom  from  all  evil,  and  the  con- 

fummate  rectitude  of  his  nature,  according  to  which 

*  Jer.  X.  24*  f  FfaL  cxlix.  9.  \  John,  xii.  31. 
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all  his  difpenfations  are  regulated.     This  conflitutes 
the  excellency  and  majefty  of  his  name,  the  beauty 
and  glory  of  his  divine  effence ;  and  communicates 
the  moil  amiable  luftre  to  all  his  other  attributes, 
fuch  as  his  wifdom,  juftice,  and  power.    He  is  incom- 
parably* unchangeably,  and  univerfally  holy.    In  this 
glorious  chara&er,  he  appears  lovely  and  venerable ; 
and  therefore,  on  this  account,  he  is  frequently  cele- 
brated in  fcripture.— -This  holy  God  (hall  be  fjan&i- 
fied  in  righteoufnefs.     The  holinefs  of  Jehovah  can- 
not admit  of  any  increafe,  nor  fuffer  any  diminution ; 
and  therefore  this  expreflion  cannot  fignify  more  than 
the  manifeftation  and  acknowledgment  of  this  divine 
attribute.    God  fan&ifies  himfelf,  by  declaring  his  ho- 
linefs in  his  difpenfations  toward  men,  by  communi- 
cating the  knowledge  of  this  glory  to  the  world,  by 
rendering  men  holy  like  himfelf,  by  reftoring  the  pu- 
rity of  his  worfhip,  and  by  taking  vengeance  upon 
^he  wicked.     He  is  fan&ified  by  others,  when  they 
reverence  his  great  name,  believe  his  teftimony,  ac- 
knowledge his  mercies,  obey  his  commands,  and  en- 
deavour to  attain  a  growing  conformity  to  him  in  pu- 
rity.    In  this  manner  God  was  to  be  fanctified,  in 
the  righteoufnefs  he  was  about  to  difplay,  in%  punifli- 
ing  his  perfidious  people,  according  to  the  prediSions 
of  his  fervants,  whereby  they  were  timeoufly  adver- 
tifed  of  their  danger.— At  the  time  of  the  Baby- 
lanifli  captivity,  and  afterward  in  the  terrible  deftruc* 
tion  executed  upon  the  Jews  by  the  Romans,  God 
demonftrated  his  infinite  purity,  and  his  juft  detefta- 
tion  pf  the  many  aggravated  fins  of  his  people,  in  fo 
lingular  and  remarkable  a.  manner,  as  attracted  the  , 
attention  of  the  nations  of  the  earth,  who  were  there* 
by  excited  to  reverence  and  honour  the  Lord  of 
hofts.— — San&ify  the  Lord  God  in  your  hearts,  by 
humbly  acknowledging  the  difplays  he  gives  you  of 
his  divine  excellencies,  and  ferving  him  with  pure  af* 
fc&ions  in  all  the  duties  of  obedience. 

17  Then 
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17  Then  fliall  the  lambs  feed  after  their  man- 
ner, and  the  wafte  places  of  the  fat  ones  fhall 
ftrangets  eat. 

Thefe  words  defer  ibe  an  agreeable  event  that  fhould 
follow  the  accomplifhment  of  the  foregoing  predic- 
tions.  They  cannot  be  underftood  in  their  literal 

meaning,  in  which  it  is  impoflible  to  apply  them  to 
any  event  that  was  the  fubjeft  of  prophecy.  Interpre- 
ters, therefore,  agree  to  explain  them  in  their  myfti- 
cal  fenfe,  which  indeed  is  absolutely  neceffary  to  ren- 
der them  confident  with  the  connection  in  which 
they  ftand ;  and  in  this  view  we  fhall  confider  them. 
In  thefcriptures  of  the  Old  and  New  Teftaments,  th** 
faints  are  frequently  fpoken  of  by  the  name  of  fheep  *; 
little  children,  and  weak  Chriitians,  the  young  and 
tender  of  the  flock,  are  confequently  called  lambs  f. 
There  is  a  peculiar  beauty  and  propriety  in  the  figure, 
founded  in  the  refemblance  which  the  difciples  of  Je- 
fus  Chrift  bear  to  thefe  creatures,  in  meeknefs  and 
innocence,  in  fimplicity  and  *  harmleffnefs,  in  feeble- 
nefs  and  timidity,  in  liablenefs  to  injuries  and  the  at- 
tacks of  enemies.  The  peculiar  people  of  God  then, 
and  more  efpecially  the  young  and  fe?ble  among 
them,  are  the  lambs ;  concerning  whom  it  i6  foretold, 
they  fhall  feed  after  their  manner.  The  manner  of 
feeding  here  intended,  mud  be  that  for  which  perfons 
of  the  above  defcription  are  diftinguifhed  from  artl 
others.  It  is  their  fpecial  privilege,  to  feed,  in  a 
fpiritual  manner,  upon  the  bread  of  life,  that  cometh 
down  from  heaven,  upon  that  meat  which  endureth 
unto  life  everlafting.  They  live  not  by  bread  alone, 
but  by  every  word  of  God,  from  which,  through  the 
divine  bleffing,  they  receive  fpiritual  nourifhment,  ajid 
growth  in  grace.  This  high  prerogative  they  were  to 
enjoy  ip*  peace  and  fafety,  at  the  time  to  which  this 
prophecy  refers. Such  is  God's  tender  care  of  his 

+  Pftl.  c.  3.   Johp  x*  f  Ifaiah  xl.  11.   John  xxi.  15. 
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people,  that  he  never  fails  to  provide  for  their  defence 
and  fupport  amidft  the  greateft  calamities. 

And  the  wajie  places  of  the  fat  ones  Jhall  Jir angers 
eat*  Fatnefs  fometimes  denotes,  in  fcripture,  abun- 
dance of  temporal  or  fpiritual  good  things ;  and  fat 
ones  is  a  description  of  fuch  as  enjoy  the  choiceft  ex- 
ternal comforts,  or  fpiritual  advantages.  The  places 
which  perfons  of  this  description  once  poflefled,  had 
been  defolated,  when  the  Almighty  executed  the 
threatening  contained  in  the  ninth  verfe  of  this  chap- 
ter, and  laid  wafte  the  habitations  which  were  for- 
merly occupied  by  the  great  and  affluent.  Having 
been  deferted  by  their  inhabitants,  and  fallen  into  de- 
cay, they  were  to  be  enjoyed  by  ftrangers;  the  dif- 
perfed  Jews,  who  were  carried  away  captive  to. Ba- 
bylon, and  afterward  by  thofe  who  were  fcattered 
by  the  Roman  army,  and  thus  rendered  ftrangers 
in  their  own  land.  Upon  their  return  from  foreign 
countries,  where  they  had  been  long  detained,  they 
were  to  poflefs  the  places  which  once  belonged  to  the 
rich  and  honourable.  Or  by  ftrangers,  may  be  meant 
fome  of  the  Gentile  nations,  who,  being  aliens  from 
the  commonwealth  of  Ifrael,  had  this  designation  fre- 
quently given  them  by  the  Jews.  Thefe  people  were 
to  poflefs  the  defolate  places,  which  were  formerly  in* 
habited  by  the  molt  confiderable  men  among  the  po- 
fterity  of  Jacob.  In  either  of  thefe  fenfes,  the  predic- 
tion was  in  fome  meafure  accomplilhed,  about  the 
time  of  the  Babylonifh  captivity,  and  after  the  inva- 
fion  of  Judea  by  the  Romans.— —The  fulfilment  of 
this  prophecy  affords  an  agreeable  proof  of  God's 
gracious  regard  for  the  young  and  feeble  among  his 
people,  and  the  neceffary  proviiion  which  he  makes 
for  the  deftitute  and  the  ftranger ;  which  ought  to 
encourage  us  to  hope  in  his  mercy,  and  truft  in  his 
kind  providence. 

1 8  Wb  unto  them  that  draw  iniquity  with  cords 
of  vanity,  and  fin  as  it  wfere  with  a  cart-rope. 

The 
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The  fecond  wo  is  paft,  and  behold;  the  third  wo 
cometh  quickly;  which  is  denounced  againft  thofe 
who,  by  falfe  reafonings,  and  fpecious  pretexts,  per- 
fuade  themfelves  to  indulge  in  finful  pra&ices,  and  to 
perpetrate  the  greateft  ads  of  wickednefs.— —The 
charader  and  conduct  of  the  perfons  intended,  is  de- 
fcribed  in  metaphorical  language,  which  you  who  are 
acquainted  with  putting  horfes  and  oxen  to  the  cart, 
and  the  plough,  may  eafily  underftand.  Iniquity  or 
fin  is  the  draught,  which  the  perfons  fpoken  of  drag 
along  with  them.  This  is  indeed  a  heavy  load,  of  an 
enormous  weight,  and  always  efteemed  fo  by  thofe 
who  are  fenfible  of  the  qppreffive  burden  which  is 
thereby  impofed  upon  them*  Cain  felt  this  fo  much, 
that  he  exclaimed,  '  My  fin  is  greater  than  I  can 
*  bear  *  ;*  and  David  experienced  it  to  fuch  a  degree, 
that  he  complained,  i  Mine  iniquities  are  gone  ovei 
'  mine  head :  as  an  heavy  burden  they  are  too  heavy 
c  for  me  f .'  They  prefs  hard  upon  the  consciences  of 
tranfgreifors,  and  expofe  them  to  an  unfupportable 
weight  of  punifliment.  In  reference  to  this  inftru&ive 
view  of  fin,  one  of  the  Hebrew  words  ufed  to  exprefs 
the  pardon  of  iniquity,  fignifies  to  take  off  a  weight 
or  burden ;  and  one  of  the  Greek  words  ufed  for  this- 
purpofe,  denotes  deliverance  from  bonds  J.  The 
perfons  here  defcribed,  draw  iniquity  with  cords  of 
vanity,  and  fin  as  it  were  with  a  cart-rope*  Cart-ropes, 
you  know,  are  compofed  of  feverai  fmall  cords  firmly 
twilled  together,  which  ferve  to  conned  the  beads  of 
burden  with  the  draught  they  pull  after  them.  Thefe 
reprefent  a  complication  of  means  clofely  united, 
whereby  the  people  here  defcribed  continue  to  join 
themfelves  to  the  moft  wearifome  of  all  burdens. 
They  confift  of  falfe  reafonings,  foolifh  pretexts,  and 
corrupt  maxims,  by  which  obftinate  tramgreflbrs  be- 
come firmly  united  to  their  fins,  and  perfifl  in  drag- 
ging after  them  their  iniquities.    Of  this  fort  the  fol- 

•  Gco.^v.  13.  f  Pfal.  xxxviii.  4.  %  Luke  iv.  18. 

lowing 
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lowing  are  a  few  fpecimens  i  God  is  merciful,  and 
his  goodnefs  will  not  fuffer  any  of  his  creatures  to  be 
completely  and  everlaftingly  miferable.  Others,  as 
ivell  as  they,  are  tranfgreffors.  Repentance  will  be 
time  enough  upon  a  death-bed,  or  in  old  age.  The 
greateft  of  finners  often  pafs  unpunifhed.  A  future 
ftate  of  retribution  is  uncertain.  Unite  thefe,  and 
fuch-like  cords,  and,  I  fuppofe,  you  have  the  cart- 
ropes,  whereby  the  perfons  mentioned  draw  after  them 
much  fin  and  iniquity.  All  thefe  pretexts,  how- 
ever, are  light  as  vanity,  like  a  vapour  that  rifeth 
from  the  earth,  a  bubble  that  floats  upoij  the  water, 
or  the  breath  that  proceeds  from  our  noftrils,  as  might 
eafily  be  demonftxated,  did  time  permit,  and  the  fub- 
jeft  require.  Difappointment,  mifery,  and  wo,  as 
here  declared,  (hall  be  the  certain  portion  of  all  thofe 
xho,  in  this  manner,  are  infeparably  united  to  their 

fins* Let  not  him  that  is  deceived  truft  in  vanity. 

If  you  are  fo  unhappy  as  to  have  been  deluded  by 
your  deceitful  and  del'perately  wicked  hearts,  through 
the  allurements  of  this  prefent  eyrl  world,  the  fubtilty 
of  the  great  deceiver,  or  the  deceitfulnefs  of  fin,  be- 
ware of  continuing  in  the  dangerous  illufioh,  and  of 
being  any  longer  impofed  upon  by  thofe  things  which 
either  have  no  real  exiftence,  or  are  very  different 
from  their  vain  pretentions. 

. 

1 9  That  fay,  Let  him  make  fpeed,  and  haften 

his  work,  that  we  may  fee  it :  and  let  the  coun- 

fel  of  the  holy  One  of  Ifrael  draw  nigh   and 

come,  that  we  may  know  it. 

# 
The  prophet  continues  the  defcription,  in  this 
vcrfe,  of  the  perfons  whom  he  mentioned  in  the' pre- 
ceding one ;  and  acquaints  us  with  the  language  they 
deridingly  ufed  to  the  fervants  pf  God,  who  informed 
them  of  the  awful  judgments  which  were  to  be  exe- 
cuted upon  them  on  account  of  their  wickednefs. — 
The  impudent  replies  which  they  made  to  the  denun- 
ciations 
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*  * 

ciations  of'  righteous  vengeance  from  God,  were  ih 
words  to  the  following  purport:  You  have  fpokeri 
much  to  us  concerning  the  Holy  One  of  Ifrael,  the 
terrible  judgments  he  will  inflift  upon  us,  and  their 
fudden  approach,  we  wi(h  he  would  haften  (ht  fpeedy 
accomplilhment  of  thefe  things,  that  we  may  fee  their 
performance.  They  fcoffingly  desired  to  behold  th£ 
work  of  God,  to  be  the  fpeSators  of  his  difpenfations 
of  mercy  and  judgment,  and  to  become  acquainted  with 
his  purpofes,  by  obferving  their'  execution.  •  This  is 
the  language  of  people  qtfite  at  eafe,  in  thfe  moft 
profound  fepurity,  holding  threatened  calamities  in 
fovereign  contempt.  Thus  were  their  wotfds  ftout 
againft  God,  who  granted  them  therr  requeft,  as  we 
learn  from  the  24th  verfe  of  this  chapter ;  and  *  fud- 
^derily  confumed  them  as  (he  fire  devoureth  the 
€  ftubHe.*  In  this  manner  the  wicked  and  profane 
perfons,  againft  whom  mifery  and  wo  are  here  de- 
nounced, fpake  contemptuously  of  the  work  and 
counfel  of  God ;  and,  defpifing  the  riches  of  his  for- 
bearance, as  if  puniihments  advanced  with  too  flow 
a  pace,  they  wiftied  for  {heir  fpeedy  approach,  to 
their  own  ruin.  By  a  long  prbgreffion  in  iniquity, 
they  arrived  at  length  to  the  higheft  degree  of  wicked- 
nefs,  bidding  open  defiance  to  God,  and  deriding  his 
threatened  judgments.  Againft  fuch  the  prophet  Amos 
proclaimed  God's  righteous  vengeance :  *  Wo  unto 

•  you  that  defire  the  day  of  the  Lord :  to  what  end 
4  is  it  for  ypu  ?  the  day  of  the  Lord  is  darknefs,  and 
'  not  light.  .As  if  a  man  did  flee  from  a  lion,  and  a 
'  bear  met  him  ;  or  went  into  the  houfe,  and  leaned 
'  his  hand  on  the  wall,  and  a  fefpent  bit  him.  Shall 
'  not  the  day  of  the  Lord  be  darknefs,  and  not  light  ? 

*  even  very  dark,  and  no  brightnefs  in  it #  ? This 

feems  to  have  been  a  prevailing  character  among  the 
Jews  to  whom  Ifaiah  delivered  this  prophecy :  it  be- 
came-(till  more  frequent  in  ,the  times  preceding  the 

*  Amos  v.  18,  ip,  ao. 

P  p  Babylonifh 
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Babylonilh  captivity,  and  the  overthrow  of  the  Jewifh 
ftate  by  the  Romans,  as  is  evident  from  the  writings 
of  the  prophets,  and  the  teftimony  of  the  apoftles.— 
My  brethren,  the  generation  o£  fcoffers  is  not  yet  ex- 
tintt :  for  as  the  apoftle  Peter  foretold,  '  In  the  lad 
'  days  fhall  come  fcoffers,  walking  after  their  own 
'  luits,  and  faying,  Where  is  the  promife  of  his  com* 

*  ing  ?  for  jince  the  fathers  fell  afleep,  all  things  con- 
6  tinue  as  they  were  from  the  beginning  of  the  crea- 
f  tion  V  Beware  of  joining  yourfelves  to  this  un- 
godly crew.  Hearken  to  the  falutary  advice  of  the 
all-wife  God,  and  companionate  Friend  of  men,  re- 
corded Chap,  xxviii.  22.  of  this  prophecy :  c  Be  ye 
4  not  mockers,  left  your  bands  be  made  wrong/  To 
difobey  the  authority  of  Jehovah  is  criminal  and  dan* 
gerous ;  to  feoff  at  his  word  and  threatenings  is  the 
height  of  prefumption,  and  wickednefs  in  the  extreme* 
The  danger  of  thofe  who  walk  in  the  counfel  of  the 
ungodly  is  truly  great;  theirs  is  (till  greater  who 
itand  in  the  way  of  finners ;  but  their  condition  is 
beyond  meafure  deplorable,  and  their  cafe  feems  al- 
jnoft  defperate,  who  fit  in  the  feat  of  the  fcornfuL 

*  Enter  not  into  the  path  of  the  wicked,  and  go  not 
,  '  in  the  way  of  evil  men*    Avoid  it,  pafs  not  by  it, 

4  turn  from  it,  and  pafs  away  f .' 

ao  1[  Wo  unto  them  that  call  evil  good,  and 
good  evil ;  that  put  darknefs  for  light,  and  light 
for  darknefs ;  that  put  bitter  for  fweet,  and  fweet 

for  bitter. 

The  fourth  wo  is  denounced  againft  thofe  who  per* 
vert  the  principles  of  truth,  and  the  exercifes  of  equi- 
ty, which  are  inculcated  in  the  law  of  God.-  The 
finfulnefs  and  odioufnefs  of  the  character  before  us, 
coniifts  in  confounding  things  diametrically  oppofite  in 
their  nature  and  qualities,  and  giving  the  names  which 

••2  Peter,  iii.  3.  f  PtOT.  Iv.  14,  15. 

properly 
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properly  belong  to  the  one,  to  its  contrary  which  id 
completely  different.  The  pra&ice  here  condemned, 
did  not  arife  from  ignorance  or  miftake,-  in  which 
cafes  people  are  rather  to  be  pitied  than  threatened'; 
but  proceeded  from  perverfe  obftinacy  of  temper, 
culpable  in  the  higheft  degree.  Inftead  of  repenting 
of  their  fins,  and  condemning  themfelves  on  account 
of  their  wicked  pra&ices,  they  endeavoured  to  juftify 
their  conduft,  by  reprefenting  their  evil  aft  ions,  their 
works  of  darknefs,  which  in  the  end  would  prove  bit- 
ter as  death,  as  good,  defirable,  and  pleafant.  Though, 
by  the  light  of  nature  and  revelation,  they  might 
eafily  have  diftinguifhed  between  good  and  evil,  fuch 
was  their  wretched  depravity,  that  they  put  the  one 
for  the  other,  changed  their  names,  and  mifre|>refent« 
ed  their  natures.  4  They  bleffed  the  covetous,  whom 
'  the  Lord  abhorreth :  they  called  the  proud  happy : 

*  yea,  they  that  work  wickednefs  were  fet  up ;  yea, 

*  even  they  that  tempted  God  were  delivered  *. 
4  They  faid,  Every  one  that  doth  evil,  is  good  in  the 

*  fight  of  the  Lord,  and  he  delighteth  in  them ;  or, 

*  Where  is  the  God  of  judgment  f  ?*  Good  and  vir- 
tuous conduft,  proceeding  from  right  principles,  and 
animated  by  proper  motives,  juftly  merits  the  name 
of  good,  ot  light,  and  of  fweet,  as  it  poffefies  all  thefe 
qualities.  In  every  fenfe  it  is  good,  being  truly  beau- 
tiful, pleafant,  and  profitable :  like  the  light,  it  i»  de- 
firable, cheering,  and  diffufive ;  and  always  accom- 
panied with  peculiar  fweetnefs  and  fatisfa&ion,  for 
men  of  an  excellent  fpirit  delight  greatly  in  the  way 
wherein  they  walk.  On  the  contrary,  bad  condud, 
flowing  from  corrupt  principles,  and  influenced  by 
criminal  intentions,  no  lefs  juftly  deferves  the  name  of 
evil,  darknefs,  and  bitternefs,  being  ftri&ly  forbid- 
den in  the  good  word  of  God,  and  expofing  men  to 
the  mod  dreadful  evils :  it  proceeds  from  the  dark- 
nefs of  ignorance,  and  leads  down  to  the  darknefs  of 

♦  Mai*  iii,  15.  I  Mai.  ii.  17. 

cfcath  l 
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death';  ^n^  though  for  a  little  it  jnay  be  like  a  fweet- 
morfel  under  the  tongue,  it  foon  becomes  as  the  gall 
and  poifon  of  afps.  •  To  confound  thefe  contraries,  is 
to  endeavpqr  to  overturn  the  great  foundations  of 
truth  ai>d  equity ;  an$i  to  extinguish  the  candle  of  the 
Lord,  that  light  which  enlighteneth  every  man  that 
cometh  into  the  world,  by  the  afliftance  of  which  men 
may  difcern  good  from  evil,  condemn  the  works  of 
darknefs,  and  approve  of  whatsoever  things  are  juft, 
honeft,  lovely,  and  virtuous.  No  wonder*  therefore, 
that  God,  who  is  righteous,  proclaims  to  perfons  of 
this  defcriptioft  wo  and  mifery.^— This  iniquitous 
practice  unhappily  prevailed  among  thte  pofterity  of 
Jacob  iti  the  latter  period  of  the  Jewiih  (late,  to 
which,  we  fuppofe,  this  prophecy  had  a  fpecial  refer- 
ence. The  good  word  of  God,  wherein  (hone  the 
light  of  life,  .and  which  marked  out  ways  of  pleafant- 
nefs,  w^$  defpifed  as  if  it  had  been  eyil ;  the  curfe 
was  chofen  rather  than  the  bleflipg ;  death  was  pre- 
ferred to  life,  and  deftru&ion  to  falvation.  So  per- 
verfe  ?ad  corrupt  did  the  children  of  Ifrael  become, 
at  the  tirhjes  to  which  this  predi&iop.  refers.^— -Avoid, 
my  frieftd§,  with  folicitous  care,  every  approach  to 
this  wicked  and  dangerous  pra&ice.  Be  not  deluded 
by  deceitful  appearances:  be  not  perverted  by  the 
bad  example  of  thofe  who  are  guilty  of  the  flagrant 
tranfgrefiion  here  threatened.  0  do  not  this  abomi- 
nable thing,  faith  God,  which  I  hate !  Attend  to  the 
everiafting  diftin&ion?  which  God  hath  eftablifhed 
between  good  and  evil,  between  light  and  darknefs* 
You  are  profeffedly  his  fervants,  and  therefore  ought 
never  to  fet  up  your  will  or  judgment  in  oppofition 
to  the  authority  and  determination  of  your  Lord  and 
Mafter.  Take  heed  that  you  fhoot  not  thofe  arrows 
toward  the  heavens  that  may  return  upon  your  own 
heads.  If  the  Almighty  hath  punifhed  fins  commit- 
ted through  infirmity,  through  fudden  paflion,  and 
unexpected  temptation,  as  he  did  Uzziah  tor  touch- 
ing the  ark,  Moles  for  fpeaking  unadtffedly,  and 

Lot's 
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Lot's  wife  for  looking  behind  her,  certainly  prefurap- 
tuous  fins  ffoU  be  mod  feverely  punifhed,  however 
much  their  perpetrators  may  ta  applauded  by  their 
flatterer*. 

♦ 

2 1  Wo  unto  them  that  are  wife  in  their  owa 
eyes,  and  prudent  in  their  own  fight.  « 

» 

The  ftfth  wo  is  declared  agaipft  thofe  who  are  felf- 
con^eited,  and  puffed  up  with  a  vain  opinion  of  theuf 
own  good  qualities.— — = — Wifdom  and  prudence  are  in- 
timately  conceded,  and  have  a  reciprocal  influence 
upon  each  other.  Wifdom  copfifts  in  choofmg  th§ 
beft  eqds,  and  purfuing  them  by  the  molt  proper 
means.  Prudence  is  enjplqy? d  in  applying  to  prac- 
tice the  ryles  di&ated  by  wifdom,  in  order  to  attain 
valuable  and  important  purpofes.  It  is  the  office  of 
wifdom  to  determine  what  a&ipn?  are  to  be  perform* 
ed,  whilft  it  belongs  to  prudence  to  attend  to  circum* 
fiances,  th$t  we  may  $&  with  propriety  and  fuccefs. 
Perfons  are  accounted  wife  and  prudent,  who  keep  in 
yiew  the  moil  excellent  defigns,  who  govern  their 
paffions  y\%h  moderation,  who  conduct  their  affairs 
with  discretion,  and  proportion  their  application  tp 
their  fever^l  interefts  according  .to  the.didates  of 
well-informed  raind?,  and  the  maxims  pf  found  wif- 
dom. They  belong  to  this  description  who  are  pof* 
feffed  of  a  found  judgment,  a  qujck  penetration, 
?nd  extenfive  knowledge,  and  improve  tfipfc  accom* 
plifliments  for  attaining  the  mod  valuable  purpofes. 
The  wifdom  and  prudence  of  which  fuch  perfons  are 
poffefied,  cometh  down  froin  the  Father  of  lights,  with 
whom  is  no  variablenefs,  neither  fhadow  of  turning. 
According  to  the  apoftle  James's  defcription,  it  is 
pure,  free  from  the  corruptions  of  fin  and  error ;  it  is 
peaceable,  difpofing  thofe  who  ad  under  its  influence 
to  live  in  harmony  and  concord j  it  is  gentle,  bearing 
with  meeknefs  the  infirjnities  and  injuries  of  others;  it 
is  eafy  to  be  eptreated,  by  the  perfuafipn  of  found  rea- 

fon, 
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fon,  and  good  counfel ;  it  is  full  of  mercy  toward  the 
offending,  and  the  afflided ;  it  is  without  partiality  in 
its  operations,  and  without  hypocrify  and  diffimula- 
tion,  being  fincere  in  all  its  exertions.  This  wifdom, 
this  prudence,  is  an  invaluable  gift,  and  forms  avinoft 
defirable  chara&er. 

Perfons  are  faid,  in  fcripture,  to  have  thofe  quali* 
fications  in  their  own  eyes  or  fight,  which  they  vainly 
reckon  they  have  acquired.  A  nian  is  righteous  in 
his  own  eyes,  who  entertains  a  high  opinion  of  his  own 
righteoufnefs.  A  generation  are  pure  in  their  own 
eyes,  though  not  walhed  from  their  filthinefe,  who 
think  highly  of 'their  own  purity,  though  neither 
their  hearts,  nor  their  ways,  are  cleanfed.  In  like 
manner,  people  are  faid  to  be  wife  and  prudent  in 
their  own  fight,  who  flatter  themfelves  that  thefe  cha* 
rafters  indeed  belong  to  them,  until  the  hatefulnefs 
of  their  iniquity  is  difcovered;  Though  they .  know 
but  little,  they  were  never  fenfible  of  their  ignorance ; 
though,  in  the  view  of  God,  and  men  of  underftand- 
ing,  they  are  foolith,  they  never  were  convinced  of 
their  folly.  Elated  with  their  fuppofed  excellence  on 
every  occafion,  and  even  when  there  is  no  occafion, 
they  proclaim  their  own  praifes,  and  applaud  their 
own  performances.  The  attainment  of  wifdom,  and 
the  exercife  of  prudence,  doubtlefs  affords  a  ftrong 
temptation  to  pride  and  vain  glory,  which  (houkl  al- 
ways be  checked  by  that  modefty  and  humility  which 
ought  ever  to  be  their  infeparable  attendants.  Man 
is  not  conceited  of  that  which 'is  common  to  him  with 
every  body,  but  of  that  which  is  peculiar  to  him  with 
fome  others.  Wifdom  is  not  an  ordinary  accom- 
plifliment :  it  is  not,  in  the  pofTefiion  of  the  multitude, 
but  only  in  the  hearts  of  a  few.  Such  is  the  folly 
and  vanity  of  the  people  here  defcribed,  that,  though 
deftitute  of  this  ineftimable  treafure,  they  wert  wife 
in  their  own  eyes,  and  prudent  in  their  own  fight, 
and  arrogated  to  themfelves  thofe  precious  ornaments 
to  whiph  they  have  no  juli  pretentions.*— — This  alfo 
•     -  was 
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was  a  frequent  chara&er  among  the  Jews  irt  the  days 
of  our  prophet,  and  increafed  greatly  until  that  people 
were  carried  captive  to  Babylon.  They  defpifed  the 
counfels,  the  admonitions,  and  threatenings  of  the 
prophets :  they  reje&ed  the  word  of  the  Lord,  and 
walked,  or  rather  wandered,  in  their  own  counfels. 
Hence  the  following  charge  is  brought  againfl  them : 

*  How  do  ye  fay,  We  ate  wife,  and  the  law  of  the 
4  Lord  is  with  us  *  V  Efpecially  did  perfons  of  thi* 
fort  abound  in  the  days  of  our  Saviour,  prior  to  the 
deftru£tion  of  the  Jewifh  ftate  by  the  Romans;  of 
which  the  Pharifees  were  remarkable  inftances,  who, 
notwithstanding  they  were  blind,  imagined  they  were 

wife,  and  faw  clearly. Be  ye  not  then  wife  in 

your  own  eyes.    '  Seed  thou  a  man  wife  in  his  own 

*  conceit,  there  is  more  hope  of  a  fool  than  ot 
c  him/  We  may  entertain  better  hopes  of  making  a 
fbolifli  man  wife,  than  of  inftru&ing  a  felf-conceited 
creature.  Many  a  one  might  have  become  wife,  had 
they  firft  been  convinced  that  they  were  foolifh; 
whereas  fuppofed  wifdom  and  knowledge  effe&ually 
prevent  the  benefit  of  inftruSion.  Wherefore,  to 
ufe  the  words  of  the  apoflle  Paul,  *  Be  not  wife  in 
your  own  conceits  f  / 

2  2  Wo  unto  tbem  that  are  mighty  to  drink 
wine,  and  men  of  ftrength  to  mingle  ftrong 
drink. 

The  fixth  and  lad  wo  is  denounced  againft  thofe 
who  are  addi&ed  to  excefs  in  the  ufe  of  ftrong  li- 
quors.——-Wine  and  ftrong  drink,  which  produce 
fimilar  effeds  upon  mankind,  are  often  ufed  at  the 
lame  time,  and  mentioned  together  in  the  prohibi- 
tions and  directions  refpecting  them  which  are  deli- 
vered in  fcripture.  It  is  recorded  of  the  Rechabites, 
the  Nazarites,    and  John  the  Baptift,    that   they 

#  See  Jer.  viii.  8,  9,  10.  •  *  t  Rons.  xii.  x6. 

drank 
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drank  neither  wine  nor  ftfong  drink.  That  from 
thefe  remarkable  instances  of  abftinence,  men  may 
not  imagine  that  they  ought  to  refrain  from  the  mo- 
derate ufe  of  thefe  excellent  reftoratives,  we  are  re- 
quired '  to  give  ftrong  drink  to  him  that  is  ready  to 
*  perifh,  and  wine  to  thofe  who  are  of  heavy  Jiefcrts  V 
Thefe,  like  every  other  creature  of  God,  are  in  them- 
felves good,  and  when  properly  ufed,  conduce, 
through  the  divine  bleffing,  to  ftrengthen  the  body, 
and  exhilarate  the  mind ;  and  therefore  when  they 
can  confiftently  be  obtained,  they  Ought  to  be  receiv- 
ed with  thankfgiving  by  them  who  believe  and  knowr 
the  truth.  At  banquets,  at  marriage-feafts,  and  other 
feafons  of  feftivky,  they  conftitute  a  confiderable  part 
of  the  entertainment,  arid  are  then  commonly  ufed 
with  greater  profufion  than  at  Other  timed  j  of  which 
1  could  eafily  pfoduce  feme  inftances  from  the  facred' 
writings  that  are  not  to  be  condemned.  The  perfon* 
here  threatened  with  mifery  and  wo,  are  not  thofe 
Who  take  ftrong  drink  to  refrefh  and  ftf engthen  them, 
but  fuch  as  employ  their  ffrength  and  time  in  'drink- 
ing intoxicating  liquors,  and  exert  themfelves  in 
{Wallowing  large  Quantities  of  them,  in  order  to  get 
drunk.  How  contemptible,  how  criminal  the  prac* 
tice  here  condemned,  among  creatures  dignified  with 
reafon,  plentifully  fupplied  with  every  thing  netefTary 
to  the  comfort  of  life,  and  commanded,  by  the  fu- 
preme  authority  of  God,  to  be  fober  and  temperate ! 
How  odious  the  indulgence  in  that  praftice,  whereby 
men  debilitate  their  faculties,  enervate  their  conftitu- 
tions,  incapacitate  themfelves  for  bufmefs,  contemn 
the  law  of  God,  and  deftroy  what  would  prove  a  re- 
viving cordial  to  the  indigent,  the  weak,  and  diftreff- 
ed  among  their  brethren !— — Perfons  of  this  defcrip- 
tion  abounded  among  the  Jews,  both  at  the  period 
which  preceded  the  captivity,  and  the  deftru&ion  of 
their  ftate,  as  appears  from  fome  paflages  of  the  writ- 

*  Prov.  x*xi.  6. 
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ings  of  the  prophets,  and  feveral  of  our  LordV  dif- 
courfes  *.  ■  ■  Let  thofe  to  whom  this  chara&er  be- 
longs, ferioufly  confider,  that  God  who  gave  them 
ftrength  to  ferve  and  pleafe  him,  will  certainly,  and 
perhaps  fuddenly,  make  them  feel  that  mifery  and  wo 
which  they  have  merited  as  their  portion, 

23  Which  juftify  the  wicked  for  reward,  and 
take  away  the  righteoufnefs  of  the  righteous 
from  him*  ..  . 

A.I,  "  *.l  •»*. 

Theft  words  farther  reprtfent  the.odious  chara&er 
which  is  here>  threatened  with  mifery  and  wo. 
Thofe  whom  they  juftify,  are  the  wicked,  wlio,  far 
from  refitting  temptation,  and  avoiding  fitt,.furrender 
themielves  to  the  prafldce  cff  iniquity  j  and,  notwith- 
ftanding  the  various  methods  etaployed  to  deter  tbem 
from  tranfgreflion,  obfKnately  perfift  in  committing 
the  moft  enormous  wickednefles.  Though  jirftly  de- 
ferving,  on  account  of  fuch  coftduft,  to  be  condentn- 
ed,  the  perfoijs  defcribed  efpoufe  their  caufe,  approve 
of  their  ways,  and  pronounce  them  to  have  afted 
right ;  and  thus  uniformly  decide  in  their  favour,  in 
direft  oppofition  to  juftice  and  equity.-  '  A  cir- 
cumftance  is  mentioned  which  greatly  aggravated 
this  crime  j  it  was  committed  with  a  view  to  reward. 
Rewards  are  of  two  forts.  Thofe  which  are  beftowed 
upon  the  well-deferving,  who,  by  aftions  truly  praife- 
worthy,  have  merited  from  others  marks  of  efteem 
and  gratitude.  Such  acknowledgments  of  obliga- 
tions conferred,  prove  encouragements  to  well-doing, 
and  ought  to  be  received  with  pleafure  and  thankful- 
nefs.  To  aft  with  a  view  to  fuch  recompences,  as  we 
apprehend,  cannot  be  culpable.  There  are  alfo  re- 
wards which  are  fometimes  given  with  defign  to  pervert 
the  judgment,  to  blind  the  eyes,  and  to  corrupt  the  exer- 
cife  of  juftice.  Thefe  laft  were  ftri&ly  forbidden  in  the 

*  See  Matth.  xxiv.  49. 
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law  of  God ;  the  acceptance  of  them  is  perfeftly  incon- 
fiftent  with  integrity  j  and  acting  under  their  influence 
is  mentioned  as.  a  daring  inftance  of  impiety  to  which 
the  Jews  were  addi&ed,  at  the  time  to  which  this  pro- 
phecy refers.  Deftitute  of  good  principles,  regard- 
lefs  to  the  facred  right*  of  equity,  their  judgment* 
were  biaffed,  and  their  conduft  regulated,  by  the  pro- 
fpeft  of  advantage,  or  the  reward  they  had  already 
received.  In  the  words  of  the  prophet  Amos,'  *  They 
€  fold  the  righteous  for  filver,  and  the  poor  for  a  pair 
€  of  (hoes.     They  panted  after  the  dull  of  the  earth 

*  on  thehe^d  of  the  poor,  and  turned  afide  the  way 

*  of  the  meek.V        fj  : ..  : 

And  take  aw&y  the  righteoufnefs  of  the  righteous  from 
him.  .  By  'the  righteous^  may  be  meant  thofe  who 
have  received  'abundaftfie^f  the  gift  of  righteoufnefs ; 
who  are  fincej-e  andqpnght  in  heart,  equitable  in 
their  tranfettions,,  ihpffeiifive  in  their  conduct;  who 
aje  righteous  before  God^  walking  in  the  .ordinances 
ai\d  commandments  of  the  Lord  blajneiefs.  The 
righteoufnefs  of  fuch,  the  jperfons  fpoken  of  take  away. 
Though  they  cannot  deprive  them  of  that .  nghte6ufT 
nefs  winch  is  unto  .all,  and  uppn  all  them  that  believe  f 
though  they  ,cannot  idepnve  them  of  thq  good  prin7 
ciples  they  poflefs,  and  the  good  cprulud  they  exem- 
plify ;  they  do  what  is  in. their  power  lor  thefe  pur* 
jpofes,  by  mifreprefenting  their  charafljejr,  by  vilifying 
their  aftions,  and  endeavouring  to  undermine  the 
juitice  of  their  caufe.  On  thefe  accounts,  we  fuppofe, 
the  perfons  defcribed  had  this  heavy  charge  brought 

againft   them. This   odious   chara&er,   like   the 

others  already  mentioned,  became  very  frequent  in 
Judea,  at  the  two  remarkable  periods  to  which  the 
difcourfe  inthis  chapter  looked  forward. — —Thus  the. 
multiplied  tranfgreffions  of  the  men  of  Judah  increaf- 
ed  their  forrows  and  calamities,  and  brought  upon 
.    them  all  thofe  repeated  woes  which  are  here  de- 

#  Amc*  ii.  6f  7. 
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nounced.  Such  fins  as  thefe  which  we  have  had  under 
our  review,  never  fail  to  egpofe  people  to  the  righ- 
teous judgments  of  God,  however  great  may  have 
been  their  privileges  and  profeflion.  After  the  church 
of  Ephefus  decayed  from  her  firft  love,  the  church  of 
Pergamos  turned  afide  to  the  do&rine  of  Balaam ; 
after  the  church  of  Thyatira  followed  the  fedu&ions 
of  Jezebel,  Laodicea  became  lukewarm,  and  the  other 
Aliatic  churches  abated  in  their  zeal ;  God  removed 
the  candleftick  he  had  placed  among  them,  and  ex« 
tinguifhed  the  light  they  had  enjoyed.  Let  us  then 
who  think  we  (land,  take  heed  left  \ve  fall ;  and  cau- 
tioufly  avoid  thofe  fms  which  have  brought  mifery 
and  ruin  upon  others.  % 

24  Therefore  as  the  fire'  dfcvoureth  the  ftubble, 
and  the  flame  confumeth  the  chaff,  fo  their  root 
fliall  be  as  rottennefs,*and  their  bloflbm  (hall  go 
up  as  duft:  becaufe  ihey  have  caft  away  the  law 
of  the  Lord  of  hofts,  and  defpifed  the  word  of 
the  holy  One  of  Iirael. 

The  prophet  now  proceeds  to  declare  more  fully 
the  puniihment  which  God  was  about  to  inflift  upon 
the  Jewifh  people,  ■  The  language  which  he  ufes 
in  this  verfe  is  highly  figurative,  and  the  fimilitude 
whereby  he  iiluftrates  divine  judgments  is  familiar 
and  inftru&ive.  They  are  compared  to  fire  and  flame, 
which  fuddenly  break  forth  in  a  moment,  and  blaze 
out  unexpectedly,  when  no  fuch  thing  is  looked  for. 
Like  fire,  they  devour  and  confume  all  that*  comes 
within  their .  reach :  nothing  can  (land  before  them : 
they  deftroy  the  ftrongeft  fer\ces,  and  lay  in  ruins 
the  largeft  edifiges.  As  fire  and  flame,  when  once 
burning  with  violence,  is  got  under  with  the  utmoft 
difficulty,  fo  divine  judgments  cannot  be  refilled,  their 
direction  cannot  be  altered,  their  force  abated,  nor 
can  the  flame  be  extinguifhed  b^  human  efforts.  As 
threatened  calamities  cannot  be  averted,  fo  infli&ed 

•  judgments 
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judgment*  cannot  be  restored,  unlefs  by  true  repent- 
ance, arid  earneft  Application  to  the  fupreme  Difpofer 
«f  all  events,-—— In  this  fimilitude,  tranfgreffors  are 
attended  by  the  ftubble  and  the  chaff,  which  the  fire 
devours  and  confumes,  to  which  they  are  very  figni- 
flcantly  compared.  As  the  ftubble  and  the  chaff, 
whilft  they  continue  united  to  the  wheat*  are  ufeful 
for  fupporting  and  covering  the  grain,  in  like  man- 
ner* the  wicked1,  when  connected  with  good  men,  are 
fometimes  fubicrvient  to  their  welfare,  by  affording 
them  fupport  and  protection  from  danger*  As  ftubble 
ani  chaff,  when  feparated  from  the  corn*  are  of  little 
or  no  value,  in  this  refpeft  they  are  the  image  of  the 
ungodly,  who  a§e  often  fpoken  of  in  fcripture  under 
this  figure.  c  The  heart  of  the  wicked,'  faith  Solo- 
mon, '  is  Kttle  worth*  ;'  and  if  his  nobleft  part  is  of 
no  value,  he  muft  be  an  infignificant  creature  indeed. 
Stubble  and  chaff  are  light  aijd  trivial,  having  no  real 
fplidity  y  and  fo  emphatically  reprefent  the  vanity  and 
unprofitablenefs  of  finners,  who  are  confumed,  by  di- 
vine judgments,  as  the  lighted  and  drieft  fewel  is 
fuddenly  devoured  by  the  fire. 

So  their  root  Jhfdl  be  rotiennefs^  and  their  blofomjhall 
go  up  as  dujl.    The  pofterity  of  Ifrael  are  here  com* 

Sared  to  a  fruit-bearing  tree,  whofe  root  gives  it 
rength  and  {lability,  conveys  to  it  npurifhment,  and 
preferves  it  firm  amidft  the  ftorms  to  which  it  may  be 
expofed.  By  their  root,  may  be  meant  every  thing 
whereby  they  thought  to  fecure  and  eftablifh  them* 
fel  ves,  fuch  as  their  *  fecret  counfels,  their  deep-laid 
defigns,  their  ftrength  and  riches,  their  friends  and 
connections,  from  all  which  they  derived  fupport,  and 
expefted  tc>4  keep  their  Ration.  Viewing  them  in 
their  facial  capacity,  by  their  root,  we  may  under- 
ftand  parents,  heads  of  families,  judges,  governors, 
and  princes,  who  give  liability  and  fupport  to  the 
ftate,  and  preferve  it  in  a  flourishing  qonditioix.—-^ 

*  » 

r  *  Pro*.  X.  30. 

Bloflbms 


Vnua*-'    PROPHUCISS?  S*i*5Afc*H.  3» 

Bloflbms  af€  the  beautiful  flowers  ^wh^kh  grow  upon 
trees  or  plants, .  prognofticating  plenty  of  fruits,  and 
feeds  in  their  feafon.  Was  the  exprefijon  before -us 
to  be  explained  in  its  literal  fenfe,  the  meaning  would 
be  limply  this :  Their  trees  Ihould  bear  no  fruit : 
(heir  gardens,  vineyards,  and  plantations,  were  to  be 
defttoyed,  according  as  it  is  written,  '  Curfed  (halt 
*  thou  be  in  the  field  *  :  not  only  (hall  thy  cattle  be 
weakly  and  barren,  but  thy  fruit-trees  (hall  be  blaft- 
'  cd.  To  give  the  ftrongeft  affurance  of  the  certainty 
of  this  event,  the  prophet  acquaints  thofe  to  whom 
he  delivered  this  meffage,  that  their  more  remote,  as 
well  as  more  immediate  expectations  were  to  be  frus- 
trated. It  foems,  however,  more  uniform  and  confid- 
ent with  the.  figurative  language  ufed  in  this  verfe,  to 
explain  the  words  in  their  metaphorical  Jjsnfe.  In 
this  view,  the  bloflbms  denote  the  beautiful  promifing 
appearances  among  that  people,  which  feemed  to  pre* 
fage  plenty  of  fruit ;  fuch  4$.  their  religion,  their  chil- 
dren, their  magnificence  and  influence  as  a  nation :  in 
(hort,  every  thing  which  conflitute^  their  excellence, 
and  difplayed  their  glory,  was  to  be  confumed. 

With  refped  to .  thefe .  things  it  is  foretold,  that 
they  (hall  be  rottennefs,  and  (hall  go  up  as  duft.  The 
expreiCons  allude  to  the  condition  of  a  tree,  whofc 
root  and  bloflbms  being  destroyed,  is.  deprived  of  its 
beauty,  ufe,  and  fruitfulnefs.  This  is  a  familiar  man- 
ner of  fpeaking  frequently  ufed  by  the  facred  writers, 
of  which  I  refer  you  to  the  two  following  inftances* 
The  firft  you  may  fee,  Amos  ii. '  9.  where  God  faith 
concerning  the  Amorite, '  He  was  ftrong  as  the  oaks, 
c  yet  I  deltroyed  his  fruit  from  above,  and-  his  roots 
4  from  beneath/  The  other  you  will  find  in  Hofea 
ix.  1 6.  where  the  Mod  High  thus  fpeaks  by  the  pro- 
phet, '  Ephraim  is  fmitten,  their  root  is  dried  up, 
'  they  (hall  bear  no  fruit/  And  in  the  prediction  be- 
fore us,  their  root  {hall  b^rttftennefs:  having  in  it  no 


*  .% 


#  Petit,  xiviii.  16, 
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ftrength,  firmnefs,  or  fap,  it  (hall  quickly  confume 
away  to  nothing,  and  their  bloffom  (halt  go  up  as 
dull;  ail  their  promifing  appearances  were  foon  tot 
fade  and  vanifh  as  the  fmoke,  or  the  fine  duft  that 
arifes  from  any  dry  thing  that  is  rotten*  when  it  b 
touched.  The  judgment  which  is  here  foretold,  was 
to  prove  univerfal ;  for  what  remains  of  a  tree  when 
its  roots  and  branches  are  deftroyed.  The  mercy  pro- 
mised, Chap,  xxxvii.  31.  to  the  remnant  that  efcaped 
of  the  houfe  of  Judah,  is  very  great :  '  It  (hall  again 
*  take  root  downward,  and  bear  fruit  upward ;'  and 
here  the  mifery  threatened  is  equally  great,  both  root 
and  bloflbms  were  to  be  confumed.  There  is  no  fe- 
•curity  from  the  judgments  of  God :  vdien  he  comes 
to  take  vengeance,  ftrength  and  beauty  perifh  at  his 
rebuke.— -The  reafons  are  fubjoined  why  the  Al- 
mighty would  execute  thefe  extenfive  judgments  upon 
the  houfe  of  Ifrael  and  Judah ; 

Becaufe  they  have  caji  away  the  law  of  the  Lerd  of 
bojls.  By  the  oppreffion*  injuftice*  luxury,  drunken- 
nefs,  pride,  and  perverfenels,  of  which  they  were 
guilty,  they  contemned  the  facred  authority  of  that 
mighty  Lord  who  muftereth  the  armies  of  battle,  who 
numbers  and  orders  all  the  hafts  of  heaven.  By  the 
law  of  the  Lord,  may  be  meant  the  lively  oracles  which 
were  committed  unto  them,  and  particularly  the  tefti- 
monie6  and  ftatutes  which  God  made<known  to  Ifrael, 
conftituting  one  of  thofe  diftingvriihing  prerogatives 
whereby  that  highly-favoured  people  were  exalted 
above  all  other  nations.  The  generous  gift  of  fuch  a 
perfeft  rule  of  conduct  by  the  great  Law-giver,  for 
accomplifhing  the  molt  benevolent  purpofes,  laid  them 
under  peculiar  obligations  to  honour  him,  to  love 
his  law,  and  to  afpire  after  the  honourable  teftimony 
which  one  of  their  owh  princes  received  from  God  ; 

*  My  fervant  David,  who  kept  my  commandments, 

*  and  who  followed  me  with'  all  his  heart,  and  did  that 
1  only  which  was  right  In  mine  eves  V  To  this  they 

*  x  Kings  xiv.  8, 

had 
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had  the  higheft  encouragement  they  could  have,  de- 
fired,  as  you  may  fee,  Lev.  xviii.  5.  '  Ye  fhall  therefore 

*  keep  my  ftatutesvand  ray  judgments:  which,  if  a 
c  man  do,  he  fhall  live  in  them :  I  am  the.  Lprd/ 
Notwithftanding,  like  the  Heathen  who  raged,  and 
the  people  who  imagined  a  vain  thing,  they;brok* 
God's  bands  afuntfer,*  and  cad  away  his  cord*  fi;pa\ 
them.  c  Though  he  had  written,  to  them  the  gratf 
4  things  of  his  law,  they  were?  counted  as  a  ftrajig** 

*  thing*,*  in  which  they, had  little  qj  no  concern  j 
and  between  which,  and  t\ieir  hearts  and  lives, 
there  was  little  or  no  <;orrefpondencev  They  refufed 
to  yield  the  obedience  it  required,  and  made  light  of 
the  folemn  inftitutions  which  were  therein  appointed* 

And  defpifed  the  word  of  the  Holy  One  of  JfraeL  If 
thefe  worda  have  a  meaning  different  from, the  former, 
and  contain  not  an  illuilration  of  the  preceding  article, 
but  another,  though  fimilar  reafon,  why  the  anger  of 
the  Lord  was  kindled  againft  his  people,  we  may  un- 
der/land them  a$  fignifying  his  word  of  promife,  given 
unto  the  fathers ;  which  the  apqftle  Paul  affirms,  God 
fulfilled  unto  their  children,  by  raifing  up  Jelus  Chrift 
ag^in  from  the  dead  f.  This  was  the  word  which 
the  Lord  gave,  and  great  was  the  company  of  thofe 
that  publifhed  it  J.  This  diftindion  between  the 
word  and  the  law  of  God  feems  to  be  marked,  Pfal. 
cxlvii.  19.  where  men  are  invited  to  praife  the  Lord, 
becaufe,  among  other  things,  '  He  hath  {hewed  his 

*  word  unto  Jacob,  and  his  ftatutes  and  his  judgments 

*  unto  Ifrael.*  To  exprefs  the  great  aggravations 
wherewith  the  fin  of  this  people  was  attended,  the 
word  which  they  defpifed  is  faid  to  be  the  word  of  the 
holy  One  of  Ifrael,  who  hath  a  perfeft  deteftation  of 
all  fin,  efpecially  the  prefumptuous  tranfgreflions  of 
thofe  by  whom  he  ought  to  be  fanftified,  and 
with  whom  he  vouchfafes  to  ftand  intimately  con- 
ne&ed.     The  word  and  promife  of  Jehovah   they 

*  Hofca  viiL  12.       f  Sec  A£U  xiii.  3  2,  33.       J  Pfal.  lxviii.  1 1. 

wickedly 
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Wickedly  contemned,  atfd^  blifphemoutiy  reje&ed/ 
though  containing  bleffifigs  of  incomparable  excek' 
knee,  *  and  given  in  tender  companion  to  his  people^ 
for  acfeortiplifhing  the  mod  falutary  purpofes.— The 
wickedfteft  with  which  the  JeWs  are  ftefc  charged, 
arrived  at'  an  enormous  height  kt  the  time  vrhich  pre^ 
efeded  the  Babylonifh  Captivity  * ;  atid  at  the  period 
Wiich  went  bfefore  their  extermination  l>y  the  Ro- 
mans, as  we  learn  6*901  the  conclufiori  of  the  apojlle 
Paiil'sf  difcourfe*  in  ^he  fjrnagogiie  aft  Arttfoch :  «  See- 
€  ing,'  feid  that  great  man  to  the  metx  of  Ifrael  '  ye 

*  put  the  word  of  God  froim  you,  and  judge  yourfelves 
€  unworthy  of  everlefting  life,  to,  we  turn  to  the  Gen- 

*  tiles.  For  fo  hath  the  Lord  commanded  us  +/  By 
reje&ing  the  gofpel,  and  defpifing  the  means  of  fal- 
vation,  they  juftly  expofed  themfelves  to  the  fevere 

judgments  here  threatened. No  wonder  that  the 

punifliment  of  fuch  delpifers  fhould  be  terrible  and 
unavoidable.  •  What  madnefs  and  bat barity  do  they 
cdmmit,  who  perverfely  reject  their  own  happinefs,  and 
ruin  themfelves!  Did  we  fee  condemned  criminals 
trample  under  foot  the  pardon  that  wasofFered  them  j 
did  we  fee  fick  people,  langtifhing  under  danger* 
ous  difeafes,  throw  away  the  only  remedy  tohich  codld 
cure  them ;  did  we  fee  wretched'  daptives  reje&wig 
with  difdain  the  kind  offer  of  freedom ;  or  indigent 
beggars  fpurning  at  the  liberal  hand  which  reached 
them  an  alms;  we'would  reckon  them  objefts  juftly 
defending  pity  and  contempt.  What  {hall  we  then 
fay  of  the  conduft  of  guilty,  difeafed,  enflaved,  indi- 
gent'finners,  who  wickedly  reject  and  defpife  that 
mercy  which  would  pardon  and  cure,  liberate  and 
enrich  them !  We  only  fay  at  prefent,  they  richly  de* 
ferve  deftru&ion.  •  How  (hall  we  efcape  if  we  ne- 
c  gle£t  fo  great  falvation  ?f 

25  Therefore  is  the  anger  of  the  Lord  kin- 
dled againft  his  people,  and  he  hath  ftretched 

#  Sec  2  Chron.  xxxvi.  15,  16,  17.  -J-  Afts  xiii.  46,  47. 
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forth  his  hand  againft  them,  and  hath  fmitten 
them  :  and  the  hills  did  tremble,  and  their  car- 
cafes  were  torn  in  the  midft  of  the  ftreets*  For 
all  this  his  anger  is  not  turned  away,  but  his 
hand  is  ftretched  out  ftill. 

This  verfe  contains  a  further  defcriptioji  of  the  pur 
nifhment  which  was  to  be  infli&ed  upon  the  pofterity 
of  Jacob,  on  account  of  the  fins  above-mentioned.—* 
It  is  extremely  difficult  to  conceive,  how  the  almighty 
God  is  affefted  by  the  good  or  bad  conduft  of  men ; 
how  he  can  be  pleafed  or  difpleafed  with  their  a&ions. 
As  his  nature  is  unchangeable,  without  variablenefs, 
and  fhadow  of  turning,  fo  his  felicity  is  immutable, 
and  cannot  admit  either  of  increafe  or  diminution. 
Notwithftanding,  he  hath  taught  us  to  confider  obe- 
dience to  his  will  as  highly  acceptable  to  him ;  and 
the  tranfgreflion  of  his  law  as  no  lefs  difpleafing  to 
him,  and  e!xpofing  to  his  wrath,  which  is  here  faid  to 
have  been  kindled  againft  his  people.  Anger,  indig- 
nation, wrath,  and  fury,  are  at'cribed  to  God  in  fcrip- 
ture.  Properly  fpeaking,  none  of  thefe  angry  paffions 
are  in  the  all-perfett  Jehovah ;  but  they  arc  attributed 
to  him,  when  he  atts  in  a  manner  fometofrat  iimilar 
to  men,  under  thexinfluence  of  thefe  affe&ions.  There 
is  no  change  in  him,  but  in  his  difpenfations  toward 
his  people,  when  his  anger,  here  compared  to  fire,  is 
kindled  againft  them.  The  anger  of  God,  like  fire, 
which  is  the  moft  terrible  of  all  the  elements,  is  the 
moil  dreadful  attribute  of  Jehovah  ;  and  when  kiftdlcd 
and  blown  up  Into  a  flame,  by  the  prefumptuous,  pefc. 
fifted-in  tranfgreflions  of  men,  it  burns  with  vehemence, 

until  it  confume  both  root  and  branch. -This  wrath 

of  th-  Lord  is  faid  '  to  be  kindled  againft  his  people,* 
whom  he  had  appropriated  to  himfelf  as  hi  $  peculiar 
treafure,  whom  he  had  diftinguifhed  from  all  other  na^ 
tions  by  the  moft  excellent  prerogatives,  and  who  pro- 
fefled  themfelves  devoted  ft  his  fen  ice  and, obedience. 
Their  wickednefs  became  greatly  aggravated  by  th$ 

R  r  privileges 
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privileges  which  they  abufed,  in  fo  much  that  when 
God  declared,  by  the  prophet,  that  he  would  plead 
with  them,  he  thus  fpeaks ;  c  Pafs  over  the  ifles  of 

*  Chittim,  and  fee,  and  fend  unto'Kedar,  and  confi- 

*  der  diligently,  and  fee  if  there  be  fuch  a  thing. 
c  Hath  a  nation  changed  their  gods,  which  are  yet  no 
4  gods?  but  my  people  have  changed  their  glory,  for 
€  that  which  doth  not  profit.     Be  aftoniflied,  O  ye 

*  heavens,  at  this,  and  be  horribly  afraid,  be  ye  very 
c  defolate,  faith  the  Lord  V  So  enormous  were  their 
crimes,  that  they  were  unparalleled  among  other  na- 
tions ;  and  therefore  the  anger  of  the  Lord  was  kin- 
dled againft  them.— —Beware,  my  friends,  of  kin- 
dling the  wrath  of  the  Molt  High,  of  which  none 
knoweth  the  power,  what  it  can  dQ,  and  how  far  it 
may  go.  Cordially  embrace  the  Son  of  God,  and 
vield  him  the  moll  humble  and  dutiful  homage,  left 
he  be  angry,  and  ye  perifli  when  his  wrath  is  kihdled 
but  a  little. 

And  be  hath  Jlretchcd  forth  his  hand  againji  them, 
and  bath /mitten  them.  By  the  hand  of  God,  is  here 
meant,  as  in  many  other  places  of  fcripture,  his 
mighty  power,  whereby  he  punilhes  incorrigible  fm- 
ners,  and  executes  upon  them  righteous  vengeance. 
This  hand  of  the  Lord  is  faid  to  be  ftretched  out, 
ready  for  immediate  exertion,  that  he  may  inflift  de- 
fended judgments  upon  tranfgreflbrs.  Thefe  he  fome- 
tiraes  'diipenfes  by  the  intervention  of  inftruments, 
which  he  employs  for  this  purpofe :  hence  the  wicked 
are  called,  God's  hand  f .  At  other  time?,  he  fends 
gnexpe&ed  calamities  upon  a  perfon  or  people,  which 
come  immediately  from  himfelf,  whilft  he  acts  with- 
out the  inftrumentality  of  the  creature;  many  in- 
ftances  of  which  occur  in  the  courlVof  divine  provi- 
dence.—~And  bath  /mitten  them.  God  is  faid  to 
finite,  when  he  afflifts  with  terror,  with  famine,  with 
peftilence,  with  the  fword,  with  difeafes  and  death : 

*  Jcr.  ii.  xc,  ii,  12.  f  Pki.  xvii.  14. 

in 
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in  all  thefe  various  *way$,  he  is  fald  to  have  fmitten 
tranfgreflbrs.  The  expreffion  is  ufed  in  the  book  of 
Exodus,  with  refpeft  to  the  deftru&ive  plagues  where- 
with God  vifited  the  Egyptians:  c  I  will  ftretch  out 
c  my  hand  (faid  he  to  his  fervant  Mofes),  and  fmite 
*  Egypt  with  all  my  wonders  V  The  ftroke  to  which 
the  prophet  here  refers,  was  a  very  fevere  one,  and 
reached  to  old  and  young,  to  great  and  fmalL  The 
Almighty  required  Ifrael,  when  they  took  a  city,  to 
fmite  every  male  with  the  edge  of  the  fword,  and 
to  fpare  the  women,  the  little  ones,  and  the  cattle  f  • 
Whereas  when  God  reached  that  terrible  blow  to  the 
pofterity  of  Ifrael,  which  is  here  fpoken  of,  no  age, 
lex,  or  condition  whatfoever,  was  exempted  from 
feeling  the  effefts  of  the  out-ftretched  arm  of  Jehovah* 
The  hoary  head  of  the  aged,  the  tenderness  of  the 
children,  the  tears  of  the  mothers,  the  beauty  of  the 
maids,  the  wifdom  of  the  prudent/ the  power  of  the 
great,  the  eloquence  of  the  orator,  could  not  procure 
deliverance  from  the  ftroke  of  divine  vengeance 
wherewith  they  were  fmitten,— The  confequences 
were, 

And  the  bills  did  tremble.  Similar  expreflions  to 
this  frequently  occur  in  fcripture,  in  which  thofe  ac- 
tions are  attributed  to  inanimate  creatures,  which, 
properly  fpeaking,  are  peculiar  to  thofe  only  which 
are  endowed  with  life.  The  words  fcem  to  allude 
to  the  tremour  occafioned  by  the  ftroke  of  the 
workman's  hammer  upon  fome  hard  body;  and/  in 
their  loweft  fenfe,  intimate  the  great  cffe&s  which 
were  to  be  produced  by  the  powerful  arm  of  Jehovah 
ftretched  to  fmite  his  people.  Viewing  the  hills  in 
.the  figurative  fenfe,  in  which  they  are- often  mention- 
ed in  the  prophetic  writings,  they  denote  great  men, 
confpicuotls  on  account  of  their  eminent  ftation, 
and  diftinguifhed  dignity.  As  in  the  difpofuion  of 
this  earth,  the  great  Creator  made  fome  places  of  it 

• 

*  Exod.  iil  20.  f  Sec  Dent.  xx.  13,  14. 

plain 
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pfarin  and  low,  others  high  and  mountainous,  fo  in 
like  manner  he  hath  formed  fociety.  Some  men  (land 
upon  level  ground,  in  the  middle  ranks ;  others  are 
fituated  in  a  low  and  depreffed  condition,  like  the 
valley  and  meadow  grounds ;  whilit  a  few,  like  hills 
and  mountains,  are  elevated  far  above  thofe  around 
them.  Such  were  to  be  the  extenfive  effects  of  God's 
fmiting  his  people,  that  perfons  of  the  higheft  rank, 
emperors,  kings,  and  princes,  were  to  be  (truck  with 
dread  and  trembling,  at  the  fudden  unexpected  ap- 
proach of  the  terrible  judgments  which  the  hand  of 
God  would  infiift. 

And  their  car  cafes  were  torn  in  the  midji  of  the 
fireets.    Thofe  who  were  to  fall  victims  to  the  im* 
pending  deftru&ion,  were  to  be  deprived  of  the  bene- 
fit of  a  decent  burial,  which  is  generally  efteemed  a 
defirable  privilege.     Their  dead  bodies  were  to  be 
barbarouily  treated  by  their  cruel  enemies,  and  ex* 
pofed  as  a  prey  to  the  beafls  of  the  field,  and  the  fowls 
of  heaven,  by  whom  they  (hould  be  mangled  and  de* 
voured«— — If  the  divine  judgments  here  mentioned, 
were  executed  at  the  time  this  prophecy  was  deliver* 
ed,  they  mult  have  been  thofe  which  befell  the  jews 
in  the  days  of  Ahaz,  of  which  we  read,  2  Kings 
xxviii.  6,  7.  17,  1 8.  etfeq*     Some  of  the  neighbour* 
ing  princes  and  dates,  with  their  great  men,  then 
tottered  and  fell :  the  king  of  A  Syria  overthrew  the 
kingdom  of  Syria,  and  greatly  weakened  Ephraim.   If 
the.  prophecy  looked  forward,  as  1  rather  fuppofe,  to 
times  which  were  then  at  a  great  diftance,  it  may  re- 
late to  the  calami :ies  which  were  infli&ed  upon  the 
Jews  at  the  deftru&ion  of  their  ftate  by  the  Romans, 
which  was  attended  with  great  commotions  among  va- 
rious empires  and  dates.— —Be  admoniihed  then  to 
Hand  in  awe  of  God's  righteous  judgments.  Though 
we  fee  them  not,,  though  we  feel  them  not,  the  inform- 
ation u\j  receive  concerning  them,  ought  to  excite 
in  our  minds  a  holy  fear  and  dread.     This  proper  ef- 
fect the  awful  threatenings  fulminated  againil  the  old 

world 
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world  produced  in  Noah,  the  preacher  of  rightcouf* 
titisy  as  affirmed  by  the  apoftle,  writing  to  the  He* 
brews :  '  By  feith  Noah  being  warned  of  God  of 
c  things  not  feen  as  yet,  moved  with  fear*  prepared 
*  an  ark  to  the  faving  of  his  houfe.*/  Surely  if  we 
ought  to  (land  in  awe  of  threatened  judgments,  we 
ought  to  fear  and  glorify  God  on  account  of  hit  judg- 
ments already  made  manifeft,  efpecially  when  the  foK 
lowing  words  are  fubjoined  t  ■  Far  all  this  his  anger 
is  not  turned  awayy  but  bis  band  is  Jiretched  out  ftilh 
After  a  man  hath  been  greatly  incenfed,  and  hath  fe- 
verely  punifhed  the  objetts  of  hi6  difpleafure,  his  wrath 
commonly  begins  to  iubfide,  and  he  ceafes  further  to 
exert  himfelf  for  their  correction.  His  anger  then 
feems  to  be  turned  away.  It  was  otherwife  here*  Not* 
withstanding  the  above  dreadful  threatenings  which 
God  had  denounced  againft  his  people,  his  difplea- 
fure was  not  abated:  his  hand  which  was.(tretched  out 
to  finite,  he  (till  retained  in  that  pofture,  in  immediate 
readinefs  farther  to  affli&  them,  for  thofe  complicated 
tranfgreffions  from  which  thfey  would  not  defift. 
Thefe  words  are  thrice  repeated  in  the  ninth,  and 
once  in  the  tenth  chapter  of  this  prophecy,  where  the 
truth  of  them  is  fully  evinced  by  the  conne&ion  in 
which  they  (land. 

26  %  And  he  will  lift  up  an  enfign  to  the  na- 
tions from  far,  and  will  hifs  unto  them  from  the 
end  of  the  earth :  and  behold,  they  fhall  come 
vrith  fpeed  fwiftly. 

In  this  and  the  following  verfes,  we  are  acquainted 
with  fome  circumftances  relative  to  the  forces  which 
the  Almighty  was  to  employ  in  fmiting  his  people  for 
their  fins.  ■■  ■  -He  was  to  convene  them  fpeedily,  by 
erecting  a  ftandard  for  this  purpofe,  and  by  calling 
them  to  his  feryice,  fo  as  to  give  them  intimation  of 

•  Heb.  au  * 

his 
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his  pleasure.  Enfigns  are  military  banners  or  ftan- 
dards,  which,  when  lifted  up,  were  anciently  intended 
for  railing  armies,  and  collecting  men  together  for 
warlike  employments,  and  to  thefe  the  foldiers  were 
accuftomed  to  retort.  To  this  practice  of  princes  and 
generals,  who,  when  they  wifhed  fpeedily  to  raife  an 
army  upon  any  emergency,  ufed  to  ereft  a  ftandard 
on  fome  hill  or  rifing  ground,  the  expreflion  before  us 
feems  plainly  to  allude.  The  Lord  of  hofls,  the  Prince 
of  the  kings  of  the  earth,  by  this  means,  was  about 
to  afiemble  quickly  a  numerous  army  from  a  great  dis- 
tance, to  execute  the  purpofes  he  had  in  view  to  accom- 
pliftr.— — And  will  hifs  unto  them  from  the  end  of  the 
earth.  In  fcripture,  perfons  are  faid  to  hifs,  as  an  expref- 
fion  of  derifion  and  contempt.  The  diftreffed  ftate  of 
Jerufalem  is  in  this  manner  defcribed ;  c  All  they  that 

*  pafs  by  thee,  clap  their  hands  at  thee ;  they  hifs  and 

*  wag  their  head  at  the  daughter  of  Jerufalem,  faying, 
c  Is  this  the  city  that  men  call  the  perfeftion  of  beauty, 

*  the  joy  of  the  whole  earth  *  ?*  This,  however,  is  not 
the  meaning  of  the  word  in  the  verfe  under  confider- 
ation.  The  hiding  here  fpoken  of,  is  given  as  a  fign 
or  call  to  the  people  to  whom  it  is  dire&ed,  to  march 
immediately  to  the  work  afligned  them.  The  phrafe, 
which  is  repeatedly  ufed  by  our  prophet,  probably  ak 
ludes  to  the  cuftom  of  colle&ing  bees  into  the  hive, 
by  means  of  a  fort  of  hiding  noife.  It  imports,  that 
the  God  of  the  whole  earth  would  fpeedily  coiled,  by 
certain  intimations  of  his  pleafure,  a  vafl  army,  to  exe- 
cute vengeance  upon  his  perfidious,  rebellious  people. 
The  fcoffers  among  them  had  faid  in  derifion,  Let  him 
make  fpeed,  and  haften  his  work,  that  we  may  fee  it : 
and  lo,  here  their  defire  is  granted.  The  people  who 
were  to  perform  this  fervice,  were  to  march  with 
much  hafte  and  fpeed  out  of  kingdoms  very  remote 
from  Judea:  they  were  to  come  from  far,,  from  the 
ends,  of  the  earth  j  firft  from  Chaldea,  and  afterward 

*  Lim.  u.  i  J. 
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.from  the  Roman  empire,  both  of  which  kingdoms 
were  fituated  at  a  great  diftance  from  Canaan.  Heze- 
kiah  told  our  prophet,  that  the  meflengers  concerning 
whom  he  inquired,  came  from  a  far  country,  even  from 
Babylon  * .  And  the  Romans  may  as  juftly  be  faid  to 
have  come  from  far,  when,  with  furprifing  rapidity, 
they  marched  toward  Jerufalem,  to  deftroy  it,,  accord- 
ing to  prophecy,— Hence  we  learn,  that  the  eternal 
God  is  the  great  Agent,  whc*  fends  unto  cities  and 
kingdoms  all  the  terrible  judgments  wherewith  they 
are  vifited.  Nebuchadnezzar  king  of,  Afl'yria,  Titus 
the  Roman  emperor,  with  great  armies,  went  again  ft 
Jerufalem ;  but  they  acted  only  in  obedience  to  the 
orders  they  received  from  God.  In  his  hand  they 
were  only  as  the  rod  and  (taff,  wherewith  he  beat  his 
difobedient  people ;  the  axe,  wherewith  he  hewed 
them ;  and  therefore  they  might  thus  have  upbraided 
thofe  whom  they  puniflied :  At  the  command  of  Je- 
hovah, we  defolate  your  country,  and  burn  your  city, 
becaufe  you  refuied  to  yield  obedience  to  his  com- 
mands, by  which  you  might  have  prevented  thefe  ca- 
lamities. 

27  None  (hall  be  weary  nor  ftumble  amongft 
them :  none  (hall  (lumber  nor  fleep :  neither 
{hall  the  girdle  of  their  loins  be  lpofed,  nor  the 
latchet  of  their  (hoes  be  broken. 

Thefe  words  reprefent  the  indefatigable  diligence, 
the  conftant  vigilance,  and  wonderful  alacrity,  of  the 
omies  which  God  was  to  march  againft  the  Jewifh  na- 
tion.-—They  were  not  to  be  weary  or  faint,  th*>ugh 
the  length  of  their  journey ;  they  were  not  to  ftumble, 
through  the  roughnefs  of  the  roads  by  which  they 
were  to  pafs ;  neither  were  they  to  lofe  any  rime  in 
unneceflary  fleep ;  but,  with  the  utmoft  readinefs  and 
aftivity,  they  were  to  execute  the  orders  of  Jehovah. 

•  2  Kings,  sx.  14. 

Nor 
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Nor  was  this  to  be  the  pra&ee  only  of  feme  of  the  ftouf- 
eft  of  them,  but  it  was  to  be  their  conduft  in  general, 
with  few  or  no  exceptions.—— Neither  Jhall  the  girdle  rf 
their  hint  be  loafed.  They  were  to  be  in  a  ftate  of 
continual  readinefs  for  adual  fervice,  atid  no  impedi- 
ments were  to  retard  their  progrefs.  Military  girdles 
or  belts,  girt  about  the  loins,  were  considered  anciently, 
among  eaftern  natibns,  as  a  part  of  a  foldier*s  accoutre- 
ments: hence  girding?  or  putting  on  the  girdle,  was 
an  expreffion  ufed  to  denote  preparation  for  war,  or 
for  a  long  journey.  Thus  we  read,  that  '  when  the 
1  Moabites  heard  that  the  kings  were  come  up  to  fight 
4  againft  them,  they  gathered  all  that  were  able  to 

*  put  on  armour,  or  every  one  that  girt  himfelf  with 

*  a  girdle  V  The  girdles  of  thofe  who  are  fpoken 
of,  were  not  to  be  loofed,  or  laid  afide,  until  the 
great  purpofes  for  which  they  had  been  put  on  were 
effectuated :  they  were  always  to  be  prepared  for  ac- 
tion, until  they  had  accompliihed  the  defigns  for 
which  they  were  armed.— —Nor  the  latehet  of  their 
/hoes  he  broken.  A  very  minute  circumftance  this  to 
be  entered  into  the  record  of  God.  It  feems  intended, 
to  intimate  the  remarkable  fpeed  with  which  the 
troops  here  defcribed,  were  to  advance  to  the  execu- 
tion of  the  work  affigned  them,  and  that  they  were  to 
meet  with  little  or  no  interruption  in  their  prt>grefs.-4- 
Hereby  we  are  inftru&ed  in  the  obvious  and  important 
truth,  That  the  Lord  is  the  Governor  among  the  na- 
tions, and  that  he  hath  the  abfolute  cbtmnadd  of  all 
the  inhabitants  of  the  earth.  He  calls  them  forth  at 
what  time,  and  to  what  fervices  he  Tees  proper  4o 
affijp  them.  In  the  court  of  his  universal  providence, 
he  conduits  armies  from  their  own  territories  into 
diftant  countries,  that  they  may  do  him  fervice,  and 
fpeedily  execute  righteous  vengeance  upon  tranfgref- 
fors,  whofe  enormous  crimes  accelerate  divine  judg- 
ments, and  give  fpeed  and  fuccefs  to  the  iailruments 

*  2  ILingB  Ul.  ai. 
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employed  againft  them  by  the  Sling  of  nations*  Let 
us  reverence  this  mighty  God,  whofe  kingdom  ruleth 
over  ail.  '  Who  (hail  not  fear  thee,  O  Lord,  and  glo- 
c  rify  thy  name  ?  for  thou  Only  aft  holy :  for  all  na- 
c  tions  (hall  come  and  worlhip  before  thee ;  for  thy 
"*  judgments  are  made  manifeftV 

28  Whofe  arrows  are  (harp,  and  all  their 
bows  bent,  their  h6rfes  hoofs  (hall  be  counted 
like  flint,  and  their  wheels  like  a  whirlwind. 

In  this  verfe.  the  military  inftruments  of  the  ar» 
mies,  who  were  to  march  into  Judea,  are  defcribed 
as  ready  for  ufe ;  and  the  aftonifhing  expedition  with 
which  they  were  to  advance  to  the  fervice  is  ftrongly 
reprefeifted.*' — «-The  arrow  is  a  fmall  weapon  made  of 
wood,  pointed  with  iron  or  flint,  and  in  ancient  times 
tras  ufed  as  an  inftrument  of  war.  Its  name,  in  the 
Hebrew  language,  is  derived  from  a  word  which  fig- 
nifies  to  cut  or  wound,  this  being  .the  end  for  which 
it  is  made,  and  ufed  in  battle.  That  they  might  ef- 
fectually execute  thefe  purpofes,  they  are  here  affirm* 
ed  to  be  (harp.—— And  all  their  bows  bent ;  quite 
ready  fot  (hooting  the  arrows  they  had  (hatyened, 
that  thereby  they  might  make  terrible  devaftation 
among  thofe  whom  they  attacked.—- —Their  horfes 
hoofs  jhall  be  counted  like  fiint.  You  know,  it  is  one  of 
the  chief  properties  of  a  good  horfe,  to  have  a  hard 
hoof.  The  firmnefs  and  folidity  of  the  hoof  mud 
have  been  of  ft  ill  more  importance  to  a  fine  horfe . 
among  the  ancients,  who  feem  to  have  been  unac- 
quainted with  (hoeing  horfes,  by  nailing  iron-plates 
to  their  hoofs,  as  prafltifed  in  modern  times.  When, 
therefore,  the  hoofs  of  the  Babylonian  and  Roman 
cavalry  are  foretold  to  be  hard,  and  difficult  to  break, 
like  a  flint-ftone,  upon  which  the  weather,  and  the 
(tones,  make  no  impreffion,  the  phrafe  intimates,  their 

•  Rev.  xv.  4. 
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ability  and  readinefs  to  perform  the  long  march 

which  they,  were  to  make  into  Judea. And  their 

wheels  like  a  whirlwind.  This  wind  is  remarkable 
for  coming  very  fuddenly,  for  running  with  great 
rapidity  in  a  circular  motion,  and  with  fuch  vio- 
lence as  to  carry  every  thing  before  it  that  lies  in  the 
way.  The  chariots,  drawn  by  the  horfes  above  de- 
fcribed,  were  to  refemble  a  whirlwind,  on  account  of 
their  fuddeh  and  unexpected  appearance  in  Judea; 
for,  as  the  prophet  Jeremiah  foretold,  c  The  fpoiler 
**  was  fuddenly  to  come  upon  them  *,'  and  overthrow 
them.  Like  a  whirlwind,  their  motion  was  to  be 
fwift  and  rapid :  hence  the  Chaldean  horfes  are 
compared,  by  the  prophet  Habakkuk,  to  leopards  f, 
which  are  exceeding  fwift  creatures ;  a  circumftance 
this  which  was  of  great  confequence  to  the  fuccefs  of 
their  enterprife.  Alexander,  called  the  Great,  being 
aflted,  How  he  conquered  the  world  in  fo  fhort  a  time? 
replied,  By  not  delaying.  The  wheels  of  the  chariots, 
like  a  whirlwind,  alfo  were  to  do  great  execution. 
•Very  terrible  have  been  the  effe&s  of  a  tempeftrfhips 
at  fea  have  foundered,  or  been  dafhed  to  pieces; 
ftately  buildings  have  been  fhattered;  the  largeft  trees 
have  been  fplit  in  pieces,  and  the  ftrongeft  houfes  have 
been  demolifhed.  In  like  manner,  thofe  who  invad- 
ed Judea,  fpread,  with  irrefiftible  violence,  defolation 
and  ruin  wherever  they  went.  ■  This  remarkable 
prediction,  with  its  exaft  accomplifliment,  by  the  Ba- 
bylonians and  Romans,  furtiiihes  us  with  an  invin- 
cible argument  for  the  unlimited  power  of  God,  in 
the  firm  belief  of  which  we  ought  to  be  eftabliflied.  All 
tinier,  all  nations,  and  all  things,  are  fubjeft  to  his 
jurifdiftion  and  control,  whofe  name  alone  is  Jeho- 
vah, the  Moft  High  over  all  the  earth.  He  is  exalted 
far  above  all  gods,  potentates,  and  princes,  and  fends 
their  troops  whitherfoever  he  pleafes,  to  execute  his 
purpofes,  and  to  punilh  the  iins  of  his  perfidious  people. 

*  Jer.  vi.  a6f  f  Hab.  i.  8. 
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29  Their  roaring  Jhall  be  like  a  iiort,  they 
{hall  roar  like  young  lions  :  yea,  they  (hall  roar 
and  lay  hold  of  the  prey,  and  (hall  carry  it  away 
fafe,  and  none  fhall  deliver  //, 

The  boldnefs  and  fortitude,  the  ftrength  and  con- 
tempt of  danger,  the  ferocity  of  difpofition,  and  love 
of  prey,  poflcfled  by  the  people  who  *were  fent  againft 
the  men  of  Judah,  are  here  reprefented  by  a  itrong 
companion.— — Befide  vigilance,  labour,  difcipline; 
activity,  and  military  weapons,  fortitude,  bravery,  and 
the  love*  of  glory,  are  highly  necefiary  to  fuccefs  in 
war.  Thefe  qualifications  the  armies  fpoken  of,  were 
to  poffefs  in  an  eminent  degree.—— Their  roaring  was 
to  be  like  that  of  a  lion.  The  great  noife  they  were  to 
make,  when  ieizing  upon  their  prey,  is  fignificantly 
compared  to  the  roaring  of  a  lion,  which  is  faid  to  be 
the  flrongeft,  and  among  the  fierceft  and  moft  rapa» 
cious  of  wild  beads.  So  loud  and  tremendous  is  his  roar- 
ing, that  fome  have  affirmed,  that  the  other  beafts  of  the 
forefts  tremble  and  fall  down  at  the  hideous  noife,  which 
renders  them  an  eafy  prey.  Wicked  tyrants,  power- 
ful and  cruel  men,  are  frequently  compared  to  lions 
in  fcripture,  becaufe  they  refemble  thefe  creatures  in 
their  rapacity,  love  of  prey,  and  other  favage  difpofi- 
tions.  c  As  a  roaring  lion,  and  a  ranging  bear,  fo  is  a 
'  wicked  ruler  over  the  poor  people*/  And  in  the 
verfe  before  us,  the  hideous  noife  made  by  fierce  and 
inflexible  troops,  when  fpreading  defolation  through 
Judea,  and  feizing  upon  the  fpoils,  is  foretold  to  re- 
femble the  roaring  of  the  lion,  and  that  of  the  young 

lions. To  intimate  their  fuccefs  in  nillaging  that 

devoted  country,  it  is  added,  They  foal? carry  away  the 
prey  fafcj  and  none  fhall  deliver  it.  There  were  many 
among  the  men  of  Judah  who  had  fpoiled  and  op- 
preffcd  the  poor ;  and,  therefore,  as  a  juft  recompence 
of  that,  and  their  other  enormous  crimes,  thofe  who 

« 

*  Prov.  xxviii.15. 
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were  to  be  employed  in  executing  upon  them  righ* 
teous  judgment,  were  to  carry  away  their  fpoil  as  a 
prey.  JJor  were  there  to  he  any  deliverer,  to  refcue 
out  of  the  hand  of  their  victorious  enemy,  the  fpoiU 
they  had  gathered  among  the  vanquiflied,  Bleffed 
God,  defend  us  from  the  horrors  of  war,  and  preferve 
us  from  becoming  a  prey  to  our  enemies ;  and,  above 
a]l,  fave  us,  we  befeech  thee,  from  thofe  tranfgreffions 
which  expofe  to  jhefe  dreadful  calamities.— —The. 
predidioqs  contained  in  this,  and  the  two  foregoing 
verfes,  were  remarkably  verified  at  the  invafion  of 
Judea,  by  the  Affyrians:  concerning  whom  the 
Lord  thus  fpeaks,  by  the  prophet  Jeremiah ;  *  Lo,  I 

*  will  bring  a  nation  upon  you  from  far,  O  houfe  of 

*  Ifrael,  faith  the  Lord:  it  is  a  mighty  nation,  it  is  an 

*  ancient  nation,  a  nation  whofe  language  .thou  know* 

*  eft  not,  neither  underftandeft  what  they  fay  *  .'  After- 
ward thefe  predictions  were  more  fully  accomplished 
by  the  Romans,  who  excelled  all  other  nations  in  mill* 
tary  difcipline,  in  expedition  and  bravery;  and,  in  vari- 
ous refpe£h,  refembled  a  Hop,  to  which  they  are  here 
compared.  All  the  circumftances  mentioned,  have  a 
remarkable  correfpondence  to  thofe  which  attended 
their  march  into  Judea,  when  they  fpread  uniyerfal 
defqlation  over  all  that  land* 

30  And  in  that  day  they  (hall  roar  againft 
them,  like  the  rparing  of  the  fea  s  and  if  one 
look  unto  the  land,  behold  darknefs  and  forrow, 
and  the  light  is  darkened  in  the  heavens  thereof. 

The  prophet  concludes  this  prophecy,  by  reprefent- 
ing  the  diftrels  and  anguifh  with  which  the  foretohj 
calamities  fhould  be  accompanied.— —The  invafion 
of  the  land  of  Judah,  and  the  facking  of  the  city  Je- 
rufalem,  was  to  be  attended  with  defpair  on  the  part 

of  the  befieged.r In  that  day.    In  that  remarkable 

period  in  which  the  above-mentioned  predidions  were 

♦  Jer.  v.  15. 
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to  be  accomplifhed,  the  mournful  Scene,-  described  in 
this  verfe,  was  to  be  exhibited.  •  The  great  and  power* 
ful  armies  which  were  coHe&ed  by  divine  command, 
were  to  march  into'  Judea  with  irrefiflfibfe  impetuofity, 
and  an  awful  noife,  refembling  that  of  the  fea  alter  a 
hard  gale  of  wind.  The  noife  made  by  a  great  mili- 
tary force,  is  fignificantly  compared  to  the  roaring  of 
the  fea,  Jer.  1.  42.  where  the  army  of  Cyrus  is  fore* 
told  to  have  a  voice  like  that  noify  element.  The 
comparifon  is  truly  fiiblime,  and  ferves  to  afflft  us  in 
forming  proper  ideas  of  the  fubje£t  of  which  the  pro- 
phet fpeaks. 

And  if  one  look  unto  the  land,  behold  darknefs  and 
forrow.  Did  any  of  thofe  who  ftirvived  the  general 
deftrudion  of  the  Jewifli  nation,  look  toward  the  land 
they  once  pofiefied  as  their  inheritance,  they  could  fee 
nothing  but  darknefs,  diflrefs,  and  grief,  the  miierable 
effe&s  of  the  deplorable  condition  to  which  it  was  re* 
duced  by  complicated  calamities.  Memorable  are  the 
words  of  our  Saviour  to  this  purpofe:  *  Upon  the 

*  earth  diftrefs  of  nations,  with  perplexity,  the  fea 

*  and  the  waves  roaring ;  mens  hearts  failing  them 

*  for  fear,  and  for  looking  after  thofe  things  which 

*  are  coming  on  the  earth  *.*  Feeling  the  Rings  of 
confeience,  and  the  mod  bitter  remorfe,  arifing  from 
a  fenfe  of  guilt ;  perceiving  themfelves  to  be  tne  ob» 
je&s  of  divine  difpleafure,  the  contempt  and  reproach 
of  the  world ;  every  thing  would  appear  difmal,  and 
prove  a  fre(h  occafion  of  forrow. 

And  the  light  is  darkened  in  the  heavens  thereof* 
Great  public  calamities,  and  their  efFe&s,  are  defcrib- 
4d,  by  the  prophets,  as  if  the  order  of  the  univerfe 
was  reverfed,  as  if  the  ordinances  of  heaven  and  earth 
were  changed.  A  remarkable  inftance  of  this  you 
will  find  recorded,  Jer.  iv.  23.  and  following  verfes  \ 
where  the  prophet  elegantly  reprefents,  in  beautiful, 
figurative  language,  the  difmal  conferences  of  the 

ff  L*ljf.  kxL  25,  *6. 
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land  of  Ifrael  being  fpoiled.  I  will  read  to  you  th<* 
paflage,  being  one  of  thofe  I  much  admire,  as  pecu* 
liarly  fublime.  * 1  beheld  the  earth,  and  lo,  it  was 
'  without  form  and  void :  and  the  heavens,  and  they 
\  had  no  light.  I  beheld  the  mountains,  and  lo,  they 
'  trembled,  and  all  the  hills  moved  lightly.   I  beheld, 

*  and  lo,  there  was  no  man,  and  all  the  birds  of  the 

*  .heavens  were  fled.  I  beheld,  and  lo,  the  fruitful 
4  place  was  a  wildernefs,  and  all  %the  cities  {hereof 
c  were  broken  down'  at  the  prefence  of  the  Lord,  and 

*  by  his  fierce  anger/  The  words  before  us,  like 
thole  which  I  have  now  read,  intimate  the  great  an4 
fife&ing  alterations  which  were  to  be  made  by  the 
judgments  of  God  upon  the  jews ;  and,  therefore,  to 
give  them  a  juft  interpretation,  they  mud  be  explained 
in  their  metaphorical  fenfe.  In  this  view,  by  the  light 
jvhiqh  was  to  be  converted  into  darknefs  ia  the  Jewifh 
hemifph^re,  is  meant  the  glorious  prerogatives  which 
thty  enjoyed ;  and  the  moft  eminent  perfons  in  their 
church  and  (late,  who,  in  prpphetic  language,  are 
called  the  fun,  the  moon,  and  the  ftars,  which  enligh- 
tened, direfted,  and  comforted  the  people.  The  glory 
of  God,  which  filled  their  temple,  and  illuminated 
the  church,  was  removed*  The  ceremonial  law, 
which  afforded  them  a  lively  reprefentation  of  future 
good  things,  was  abolilhed,  and  ceafed  to  give  them 
farther  light.  The  dottors  and  teachers  in  their 
phurch  weye  greatly  degenerated,  and  their  light  was 
nearly  extinguifhed.  The  honour  of  their  law,  and 
the  glory  of  their  priefthood,  were  covered  with  ob- 
fcurity.  Thus  the  light  was  darkened  in  the  heavens 
thereof.  ■■  To  this  forlorn  ftate  the  Jewiih  nation 
was  <  reduced,  after  its  overthrow  by  the  Romans. 
The  hiftory  of  that  people  verifies  th£  truth,  in  gene- 
ral, of  all  the  prophecies j  and  particularly  the  pre* 
di&ions  we  have  now  been  confidering,  in  whirfi  God 
gave  them  timeous  advertifement  of  approaching  ca- 
lamities. Thefe  were  not  inflicted  until  a  confideratle 
time  after  they  had  pre  vio±ifly#  received  repeated  warn- 
ings 
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ings  of  their  approach.  The  Lord  of  hofts  ordered 
the  trujnpet  to  be  blown  long  before  "he*  c^l«l  the 
nations  forth  to  battle ;  and  commanded  his  fervants 
to  inform  the -men  of  judah,  that  defolation  and  *de- 
ftru&ion,  darknefs  and.forrow,  would  overtake  thein, 
did  they  perfift  in  their  evil  ways.  Notwithstanding 
thefe  faithful  admonitions,  they  went  on  from  *vil  to* 
worfe,  until  wrath  came  upon  them  to  the  uttermofty 
on  account  of  their  many  aggravated.  iniquities.^—} 
Hence  we  learn,  that  the  prosperity  and  happinds  o{ 
the  mod  flourifliing  kingdoms  upon  earth  is  not  per$ 
petual,  but  fubjett  to  change  -y  that  the  wickednefs  of 
a  people  provokes  God  to  Jturn:a  fruitful  land  in^ 
barrennefs*  This  it, is  which  darkens  the  light  in  the 
heavens,  and  reveries  their  former  condition*  Would 
we  then  endeavour  to  perpetuate -our  felicity  as  a  -na- 
tion, let  us  bring  forth  fruit  unto  God,  correfponj&ing 
to  the  ineflimable  advantages  we  enjoy. 

To  conclude,  let  the  word  of  Gpd  dwell  richly  ^ 
your  hearts,  and  hold  it  forth  uniformly  in  your  lives.* 
j).dd  commentary  to  commentary  >  expofition  to  ex-> 
pofition.  To  the  comment  I  give;  you  in  words,  a? 
the  fruit  of  my  fludies,  add  your  comment  of  gop4 
works,  as  the  effect  of  your  knowledge  and  faith* 
To  my  expofition  of  this  prophecy,  executed,  at  the 
expence  of  much  time  and  labour,  add  your  expofi7 
tion,.by  the  fanftity  of  your  lives,  and  purity  of  your 
manners.  In  this  manner,  grant  me,  I  befeech  you, 
fimilar  occafion  to  glory  on  your  behalf,  with  that 
which  the  apoftle  Paul  acknowledged  the  Corinthians 
had  given  him,  in  thefe  memorable  words ;  *  Ye  (faith 

*  he)  are  our  epiftle  written  in  our  hearts,  known 
c  and  read  of  all  men :  for  as  much  as  ye  are  man£ 
c  feftly  declared  to  be  the  epiftle  of  Chrift,  minifter- 

*  ed  by  us,  written  not  with  ink,  but  with  the  Spirit 
4  of  the  living  God :  not  in  tables  of  flonc,  but  in 
€  fleflily  tables  of  the  heart  V 

*  2  Cor.  iii.  2,  3.  i 
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PRELIMINARY  OBSERVATION*. 

W2  arc  now  arrived  at  the  fourth  part  of  tlfcf 
prophetic  difcouffe,  contained  in  the  firffc 
twelve  chapters  of  thefe  prophecies ;  wherein  Ifaiah 
narrates  a  memorable  vifion  with  which  he  was  fa- 
voured, reprefenting  to  him  the  glorious  kingdom  of 
the  Son  of  God,  with  fome  remarkable  circumftances 
attending  its  extenfion  over  the  whole  world,  which 
gre  highly  worthy  of  the  moft  elaborate  invelligation* 
The  feort  difcourfe  comprehended  in  this  chapter, 
tonfifts  of  three  parts.  Firft,  A  fublime  defcriptiott 
ef  the  fymbolical  appearance  of  the  glorious  majefty 
ff  God,  with  fome  particular  circumftances  which  ac- 
companied this  maftifeftation,  ver.  t.-— 4.  Second- 
ly, The  folemn  defignation  of  Ifaiah  to  the  perform- 
ance of  a  very  important  part  of  .his  prophetical 
office,  to  which  God  had  appointed-  him ;  namely, 
the  publifhing  a  general  declaration  refpe&ing  the.fu* 
turfe  fortunes  of  his  people,  ver.  5. — 7.  And  Jaftly, 
The  particular  order  which  the  prophet  received  from 
God,  to  deliver  a  very  grievous  meffage,  which  he 
was  inftru&ed  to  communicate  to  the  JeWifh  nation, 
which  were  to  be  made  an  awful  inftance  of  the  di- 
Tine  feverity,  ver.  8. — 13. 


CHAP.'VL 

IN  the  year  that  king  Uzziah  died,  I  faW  alfu 
the  Lord  fitting  upon  a  throne,  high  and 
lifted  up,  and  his  train  filled  the  temple. 

The  time  wherein  Ifaiah  was  honoured  with  the  vi* 
(ion  of  which  he  here  fpeaks,  was  the  year  in  which 
king  Uzziah  died.— -—This  prince  was  elevated  to 

the 
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the  throne  of  Judah  when  he  was  fixteen  years  of  age* 
and  reigned  in  Jerufalem  during  the  long  period  of  fifty 
and  two  years.   In  the  beginning  of  bis  reiga*  he  did 
that  which  was  right  in  the  fight  of  the  Lord :  and  as 
long  as  he  fought  the  Lord,  God  made  him  to  profper. 
Being'  wonderfully  helped  until  he  was  ftrong,  his 
fame  fpread  far  abroad  }  and  m  war,  his  arms  -were 
crowned  with  fuccefs.     In  his  profperity,  however, 
his  heart  was  lifted  up,  to  his  deftru&ion :  he  trant 
grefled  againft  the  Lord  his  God.    He  went  into  the 
temple  of  the  Lord,  and  burnt  incenfe  upon  the  altar 
of  incenfe,  notwithstanding  the  powerful  oppofition 
of  fourfcore  priefts,  who  remonftrated  againft  this 
ufurpation  of  their  office,  and  informed  the  king  of 
his  fin,  and  his  danger.     In  confequence  of  this  rafh 
attempt,  God  fmote  him  with  leprofy,  and  he  conti- 
nued a  leper  unto  the  day  of  his  death.     About  that 
period,  our  prophet  informs  us,  he  faw  the  vifion 
which  he  proceeds  to  narrate.    The  circuraflance  of 
time,  which,  is  feldom  mentioned  by  Ifaiah,  but  more 
frequently  noticed  by  the  other  prophets,  is  here 
clearly  determined.    Though  we  pretend  not  to  af- 
figil  the  true  reafons  why  this  reprefentation  was 
given  at  the  time  here  marked,  doubtlefs,  were  we 
acquainted  with  them,  the  wifdom  and  goodnefs  of 
the  divine  procedure,  in  this  matter,  would  appear 
highly  confpicuous.    We  (hall  not,  however,  venture 
even  a  conje&ure  upon  this  topic,  nor  trouble  you 
with  thofe  which  have  been  formed  by  others. 

/  faw  alfo  the  Lord.  Of  all  the  human  fenfes,  that 
of  feeing  is  the  mod  a&ive  and  penetrating,  and  car- 
ries along  with  it  the  mod  powerful  convi&ion  of  the 
reality  and  certainty  of  the  obje&s  that  are  feen. 
Hence  the  apoflle  John,  afferting  his-  full  afiurance  of 
the  truth  of  thofe  things  concerning  which  he  writes, 
ufes  this  ftrong  expreffion, 4  That  which  we  have  feen 
c  with  our  eyes,  which  we  have  looked  upon ;  that  which 
'  we  have  feen  and  heard,  declare  we  unto  you  V  In 

#   J  John  i.  x.  3. 

T  t  what 
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what  manner  Ifaiah  faw  the  moll  high  God,  the  King 
eternal,  immortal,  and  invifible,  he  does  not  inform 
us.  God  being  a  Spirit,  he  cannot  be  feen  with  bodily 
eye?;  being  infinite  and  incompreherifible,  he  can* 
not  properly  be  feen  with  the  eyes  of  the  mind ;  and 
therefore  the  apoftle  Paul  affirms,  that  *  no  man  hath 
4  feen,  or  can  fee  him/  The  words  before  us,  certain- 
ly import  more  than  that  he  faw  the  Lord  by  medita- 
tion and  contemplation,  which  is  the  common  privi- 
lege of  all  the  fervants  of  God ;  and,  in  this  fenfe,  our 
prophet  no  doubt  fet  the  Lord  always  before  him* 
We  fuppofe,  then,  that  he  had  a  fymbolical  reprefentar- 
tion  afforded  him  of  the  glory  of  Jehovah,  in  which 
the  objefts  he  proceeds  to  defcribe,  were  as  clearly 
exhibited  to  his  view  as  if  he  had  beheld  them  with 
his  bodily  eyes.  In  this  manner,  the  prophets  Ezekiel 
and  Daniel,  and  the  apoftle  John,  had  the  vifions  of 
God  which  they  relate.  We  are  indeed  altogether 
uncertain  how  the  Lord  made  himfelf  known  to  our 
prophet  upon  this  occafion,  in  this  vifion ;  whether 
the  appearance  he  mentions,  was  open  to  public  view; 
whether  he  was  in  a  deep  fleep,  like  Daniel ;  or  in  a 
trance,  like  the  apoftle  Peter ;  or  if,  like  the  apoftle 
Paul,  he  was  fo  raviflied  with  the  fight,  that  he  knew 
not  whether  he  was  in  or  out  of  the  body.— -Bleffed 
be  God  that  we  all  with  open  face,  may  behold  as  in 
a  glafs  the  glory  of  the  Lord.  The  revelation  which 
God  hath  given  us  of  himfelf  in  Jefus  Chrift,  far  ex- 
cels all  the  vifions  with  which  the  prophets  were  fa- 
voured fince  the  beginning  of  the  world.  The  light 
which  they  beheld,  was  obfeurity,  when  compared  to 
that  which  we  enjoy :  their  vifions  were  only  fhadows, 
and  faint  reprefentations,  of  the  glory  we  contemplate 
in  the  gofpel.  God  is  manifeft  in  the  flefh,  and  the 
true  light  now  Ihineth ;  and  therefore  we  ought  to 
walk  as  children  of  the  light,  and  of  the  day. 

The  perfon  who  was  feen  by  the  prophet,  is  the 
Lord  Jehovah,  glorious  in  holinefs,  perteft  in  beau- 
ty, rich  in  mercy,  infinite  in  majeily,  excellent  in 

working, 
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working,,  fearful  in  praifes,  and  incomprehenfible  in . 
all  his  divine  attributes :  the  God  of  Ifrael,  the  God 
of  the  fpirits  of  all  flefh,  to  whom  belongs  the  earth, 
and  the  fulnefs  thereof;  the  world,  and  they  that 
dwell  therein ;  who,  in  the  5th  verfe  of  this  chapter,  * 
is  called  the  King,  the  Lord  of  hods.  By  comparing 
the  words  before  us  with  thofe  of  the  apoille  John, 
recorded  Chap.  xii.  40,  41.  of  his  gofpel,  you  will 
plainly  fee,  that  this  perfon  whom  lfaiah  calls  Jehovah, 
the  apoftle  affirms  to  have  been  Jefus  Chrift ;  for  af- 
ter having  cited  the  9th  verfe  of  this  chapter,  he. 
adds,  c  Thefe  things  faid  Efaias,  when  he  faw  his  glo- 

*  ry,  and  fpake  of  him/  The  words  bis  and  him 
plainly  refer  to  our  blefled  Saviour,  in  whom  the  Jews 
did  not  believe,  notwithftanding  he  had  done  many 
miracles  among  them.  This  remark  of  an .  infpired 
writer  would  have  greatly  embarraffed  us,  had  not  Je* 
fus  Chriit  hirafelf  refolved  the  difficulty,  by  this  affur- 
ance,  '  He  that  hath  feen  me,  hath  feen  the  Father :' 
the  reafon  he  elfewhere  fuggefts  is  this, c  I  am  in  the 
4  Father,  and  the  Father  in  me  *  :*  and  again,  c  I  and 

*  the  Father  are  one  f .'  Hence  we  conclude,  that  the 
glory  of  Jehovah,  which  lfaiah  beheld,  was  the  glory 
of  the  Son  of  God,  Jefus  Chrift,  who  is  one  with  him, 
by  fuch  a  perfcft  unity  as  we  pretend  not  to  illuftrate. 
This  glorious  perfon,  we  fuppofe,  was  he  into  whofe 
prefence  the  eldejs  of  Ifrael  were  admitted,  when  they 
faw  God,  and  did  eat  and  drink  {.  This  was  the  An- 
gel of  the  Lord,  who  appeared  to  Mofes  in  the  bufli 
which  burned,  arul  was  not  confumed  || ;  who  fpakc 
to  him  at  Mount  Sinai ;  who  was  in  the  church  in 
the  wildernefs,  whofe  glory  was  vifible  from  between 
the  cherubims§.  This  was  the  Lord  whom  Ifrael 
fought;  the  Meffenger  of  the  covenant,  in  whom  they 

delighted,  who  fuddenly  came  to  his  temple. The 

facred  name  of  Jehovah  being  here  applied  to  Jefus 

#  John  xiv.  9.  ix.  f  John  x.  30.  %  E*od«  xiir.  10. 

I)  Exod.  iii.  2.  §  Afls  vii.  38. 

Chrift, 
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Chrift,  authorizes  us  to  make  this  obvious  inference, 
That  God  is  our  Saviour,  aad  that  our  Saviour  is 
God  ;'and  therefore  able  to  fave  to  the  uttermoft. 

*  Sitting  upon  a  throne,  high  und  lifted  up.  A  throne 
is  the  enfien  of  loyalty,  and  the  feat  of  majefty,  from 
whence  princes  difplay  their  grandeur,  receive  the  ad- 
dfelfes  and  petitions  of  their  fubje&s,  aiid  enaft  laws 
for  their \  benefit  and  government.  The  throne  here 
mentioned,"  is.  an  emblem  of  his  divine  majefty  who 
tyas  feated  upon  it,  who  is  the  Prince  of  the  kings  of 
the  earth,'  by  whom  king$  reign,  and  princes  decree 
juftice.  It  intimates  his  royal  dignity,  who  is  crown- 
ed  with  glory  and  honour,  who  hath  a  fceptre  of  righ- 
teoufnefs,  a  kingdom  that  all  people,  nations,  and 
languages,  (hall  ferve,  and  ten  thoufand  times  ten 
thoufand  of  glorious  attendants.  It  reprefents  his  in- 
effable glory,  who  is  the  King  and  the  Lord  of  glory, 
the  glory  of  heaven  and  earth,  the  glory  of  the  church, 
whofe  wprks,  whofe  law,  liberty,  and  gofpel,  are  all 
truly  glorious.  It  likewife  denotes  his  judicial  autho- 
rity, whofe  throne  is  fet  for  judgment ;  and  who,  at 
the  very  time  in  which  the  prophet  had  this  vifion, 
fat  in  judgment  upon  the  inhabitants  of  Judea,  and 
pronounced  that  fentence  which  comprehended  in 
it  the  mod  terrible  calamities.— *— The  Lord  was  feen 
fitting  upon  the  throne.  The  expreffion  is  plainly 
metaphorical,  and  hath  an  obvious  reference  to  earth* 
ly  monarchs,  who  are  feated  upon  their  thrones. 
This  pofture  reprefents  the  Moft  High  in  a  ftate  of 
grandeur  and  magnificence,  highly  exalted  above  all ; 
of  perfeft  eafe  and  tranquillity,  in  the  management  of 
all  the  concerns  of  his  univerfal  empire ;  of  complete 
fecurity,  amidft  all  the  machinations  of  his  enemies ; 
and  denotes  the  perpetuity  of  hi$  dominion,  which  (hall 
nevqr  have  an  end.  "He  fits  upon  the  thmne  of  his 
glory,  upholding  all  things  by  the  word  of  his  power, 
lending  forth  his  minifters  to  execute  his  pleafure, 
fubdiimg  the  people  under  hfm,  giving  gifts  to  his 
church,  reftraining  the  fury  of  his  enemies,  and  dif- 

appointing 
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appointing  their  hoftile  defigns.~*-^~The  thronenporo 
which  Jehovah  appeared,  was  high  fend  lifted  upfj  fig-^ 
nifying,  that  he  who  fat  thereon,  was  •  elevated  far; 
above  all  might  and  dominion,  and  every  nstme  that) 
is  named  in  this  world,  or  that  which  is  to  cornel  His. 
kingdom  ruleth  over  all.  Inanimate  creadnnji^  obe- 
dient to  his  -command:  to  devils,  and  wicked  m«nv 
he  fets  reftrainiag  bounds :  ■■  angels-  who  excel  in 
ftrength,  da  his  commandments:  his? faithful  fubjfefts 
among  men,  >  multitude,  which  no  man  can  f  umberr 
he  governs,  enriches,  and  preserves,  in  the  enjoyment 
of  the  moft  glorious  prerogatives;— — <-With  hutnifity 
and  reverence  we  bow  berore  thy  eternal  throne,- and 
give  thee  hom^e<^ rejoicing- that  thou  the  Lord  God 
Omnipotent -tfeigheft<;  $nd  in  olir  fafety  and  felicity, 
under  thy  mild  adminiftration,  who  waits!  to  be  gnu 
cious,  who  art  ready  to  fupply  us  with  ftrength,  to 
guide  us  with  counfel,  to  protect -us  by  thy  .omnipo- 
tent arm,  and  to  grant  us  inheritance  among  thy  faints 
in  light.  ■■"*••:..•:.. 

And  his  train  filled  the  frnple*'  Heavenly  objefts 
are  fo  ineffably  grand,  that*  in  our  prefent,  imperfeft, 
feeble  (late,  we  can  at  moft  underftand  them  but  very 
imperfe&ly.  They  muft  therefore  be  prefented  ta 
view  in  a  light-  in  which  we  are  capable  to  apprehend 
them,  and  be  defcribed  in  a  manner  fuitedi  to  our  li- 
mited capacities.  Of  this  wfe  hjive  an  inftanfcein  the 
words  before  us.  The  train  here  mentioned,  Lfuppofe^ 
confuted  not  in  the  retinue,  or  numerous  attendants, 
who  furrounded  the  throne  of  God,  but  in  fomewhat 
refembling  a  loofe,  flowing  garment,  affording  am  em- 
blem of  the  divine  perfe&ions,  of  the  jconfummate  dig- 
nity, and  fupreme  majefty  of  Jehovah.  The  idefcs  of 
the  prefence  and 'glory  of  God,  conveyed  by  this  vi- 
fion,  are  borrowed  from  royal  majefty,  as  difplaycd 
by  eaftern  monarchs,  and  refer,  to  fenfible  images.  welU 
known  to  thofe  who  were  acquainted  with  the  temple 
of  old.  In  the  exercife  of  the  diVihe  government,  the 
Lord  of  hofts  flifplays  fupreme  authority,  irrefiftible 

power, 
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power,  immaculate  purity,  confummate  goodnefs*  un-. 
tainted  righteoufnefs,  exquifite  wifdom,  incomparable, 
magnificence,  and  boundlefs  grace.  Like  a  beautiful- 
train,  which  adds  dignity  and  iplendour  to  the  per- 
fon  who  wears  it,  thefe  give  luftre,  brilliancy,  and 
glory,  to  the  divine  adminiflration,  and  ought  ever 
to  excite  our  admiration  and  reverence.  jSigplar  figu- 
rative representations  of  the  Almighty  often  occur 
in  the  holy  fcriptures ;  of  which  you  may  fee  an  in- 
fiance,  Pfal.  xciii.  1.  where  the  royal  pfalmiil  thus 
fpeaks,  when  defcribing  the  majefly,  power,  and  holU 
nefs  of  God's  kingdom ;  '  The  Lord  reigneth,  he  is 
'.  clothed  with   majefty,'  the  Lord  i$  clothed  with 

*  ftrength  wherewith  he  hath  girded  himfelf/ 

This  train  filled  the  temple.  There  are  three 
temples  wherein  God  is  faid  in  fcripture  to  refide ; 
his  dwelling  place  in  heaven,  the  temple  at  Jerufalem, 
and  the  humble  heart.  The  firft  of  thefe,  which  is 
always  filled  with  the  prefence  and  glory  of  Jehovah, 
does  not  feem  to  be  the  temple  of  wnich  our  prophet 
fpeaks.  As  to  the  temple  of  Jerufalem,  you  know,  it 
was  exceeding  magnificent,  contrived  by  infinite  wif» 
dom,  which  formed  the  plan ;  in  executing  of  which* 
above  one  hundred  and  fifty*th*ee  thoufaud  workmen 
were  employed  for  feveral  years ;  aftd  therein  were 
performed  the  moil  folemn  exercifes  6f  divine  worfhip 
inftitiited  among  the  pofterity  of  lfrael.  It  is  digni- 
fied in  fcripture  with  various  honourable  defcriptions ; 
fuch  as,  *  the  houfe  of  the  Lord*,  the  holy  and  beautiful 

*  houfe  f,  the  place  in  which  God  put  his  name  J,  the 
4  refting-place  of  Jehovah  ||,  the  temple  of  the  Lord  § . 
Such  was  the  glory  of  this  wonderful  ftru&ure,  that 
the  fame  thereof  reached  unto  all  countries.  In  the 
place  called  the  holy  of  holies,  contained  within  this 
houfe,  did  the  God  of  lfrael  gracioufly  vouchfafe  to 
manifefl  himfelf,  in  a  peculiar  manner,  to  the  high 

*  Eccief,  v.  x.         f  Ifaiah  kiv.  n,  £  x  King*  viii.  29. 

||   2  Chron.  vi.  41..  £  Jer.  vii.  4.  ' 
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prieft,  who  went  in  thither  once  in  the  year.  This 
temple,  in  our  prophet's  view,  was  filled  with  the 
train  of  Jehovah.— '—This  temple  of  Gocl,  ^honoured 
with  his  prefence  and  worfhip,  afforded  an  infiruc- 
tive  type  and  representation  of  the  church  of  Jcfus 
Chrift,  favoured  with*  his  prefence,  in  which  the 
(acred  inftiturions  of  divine  worfhip  are  obferved. 
Hence,  like  the  temple  of  old,  it  is  called  the  houfe 
of  God ;  and  ChriftiaAs,  of  which  it  is  conftituted, 
are  laid  to  be  the  temple  of  the  living  Gqd.  If  then 
you  confider  the  temple  here  mentioned,  in  its  figu- 
rative fehfe,  the  prophet  had  a  vifion  of  the  king* 
dom  of  the  Son  of  God,  under  the  New  Teftament, 
which  was  to  be  filled  with  his  glory..  Under  the 
former  difpenfation,  the.  prefence  of  God  was  con- 
fined  to  the  temple  at  Jerufalem,  where  he  refided  in 
a  fpecial  manner,  and  received  the  homage  of  his 
people ;  whereas  now,  under  the  gofpel,  .the  temple  of  t 
the  Moft  High  is  greatly  enlarged,  and  God  hath  his  ha- 
bitation in  all  places  in  which  his  faints  refide,  and  his 
name  is  recorded.  The  beautiful  train  of*  his  divine 
excellencies  fiileth  every  humble  .heart,  and  every 
worfhipping*afTembly,  throughout  his  widely  extended 
empire.  This  was  the  grand  objeft,  I  fuppofe,  which 
this  vifion  was  intended  to  reprefent.— — Let  Chri- 
ftians  then,  who  are  the  temple  of  God,  highly  prize, 
and  earneftly  feek  to  enjoy,  the  comfortable  prefence 
of  Jehovah*  For  this  purpofe,  be  felicitous  to  have 
your  hearts  adorned  with  every  divine  grace,  that 
they  may:  be  fit. habitations  for  God,  through  the  Spi- 
rit ;  and  take  heed  that  you  defile  not  the  temple  of 
God,  which  is  holy. 

2  Above  it  flood  the  feraphiras :  each  one 
had  fix  wings ;  with  twain  he  covered  his  face, 
and  with  twain  he  covered  his  feet,  and  with 
twain  he  did  fly. 

There  is  a  -remarkable  fimilarity  in  the  manifefta* 
tions  of  the  divine  glory,  which  God  afforded  his  fer- 

vants 
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vants  the  prophets,  though  there  wasjconfidorable  va* 
tiety  in  the  appearances  which  they  contemplated,  Mi* 
baiah,  the  fan  of  Irafchj  '  faw  the  Lord  fitting  on  hit 
*:  *hrone,:anti  all  .the  hod  o£  heaven  (landing,  by  him, 
4  oil  his  right  hand  arid  on  his  left  V '  Danrel  beheld 
the  ci  Ancient  of  days  fitting  on  his  thvone,  whichiwas 
*  like  the-  fiery  flame.— ^Thoufand  thoufaids.irani- 
4  fisted  tamo  him,  and  ten  thoufand  times  ten  thou* 
f  fond  flood  before  himf/     Oar  prophet  fays,  that, 
in  his  >view,  fcboye  the  throne  flood  the  ferapfaims,  &c+ 
In  thefe  words,  he  defcribks  the  attendants  of  Jeho- 
vah :  he  acquaints  us  with  their  name,  their  flatten, 
their  poflire^  their  figure,  and  employment,-*— -Their 
name  is  Jerafhim%  which  is  derived  from  a  Hebrew 
word  that  fignifics  to  burn  ;  and  intimates,  that  the  c4- 
leftial  fpirits,  who  attend  the  throne  of  God,  are  crea- 
tures remarkable  for  the  excellency  and  Simplicity  of 
their  nature,  their  untainted  purity,  their  ardent  zeal 
floor  the  glory  of  God,  their  vivacity  and  activity  in  exe- 
cuting the  commands  of  Jehovah.     Hence  the  royal 
pfeiinift  celebrates  the  praifes  of  God*  who  maketh  nis 
angels  fpirits:  his  nrinifters  a  flame  of  fire }.- 
Thefe ieraphims,  in  our  prophet's  view,  to  whom  they 
appeared  in  an  elevated  flation,  feemed  to  be  above 
the  throne ;  not  furely  upon  the  tap  of  it,  as*  orna- 
ments, but  behind  it,  exalted  above  its  level,  after  the 
manner  of  thofe  who  are  m  waiting  upon  kings  and 
princes.——— Thefe  living  creatures  appeared  in  a  {land- 
ing poflure,  highly  proper  for  the  fervants  of  the  moft 
high  God,  who  are  in  continual  readhxefs.  to  execute, 
the  orders  of  their  great  Lord,  foir  the  benefit  of  his 

church. With  refpeft  to  their  figure,  each  one  had 

fix  wings.  We  prefume  not  to  pry  into  the  nature  of 
angels,  nor  to  affign  the*  reafons  why  they  have  ap- 
peared to  men  in  fuch  and  fuch  forms.  Their  na- 
ture, and  the  forms  which  they  have  occafionally  af- 
firmed, far  tranfeend  our  limited  capacities,  which  are 

• 

#  x  Kings  xxii.  19.       f  Daniel  vii.  91  10.      %  PfaL  civ.  4. 

inade- 


Vfc*.  a.     PROPHECIES  of  ISAIAH.  339 

inadequate  to  the  comprehenfion  of  tbe  fmalleft  in- 
feft ;  and  therefore  it  becomes  us  to  fpeak  of  fera- 
phims  with  great  modefty  and  diffidence.  Thefe  here 
mentioned*  probably  refembled,  in  fome  refpe&s,  thofe 
which  were  feen  by  the  prophet  Ezekiel,  which  he  thus 
defcribes :  c  They  had  the  likenefs  of  a  man.  And 
c  every  one  had  four  faces,  and  every  one  had  four 

*  wings. — As  for  the  likenefs  of  the  living  creatures, 

*  their  appearance  was  like  burnings  coals  of  fire,  and 
c  like  the  appearance  of  lamps  V  The  cherubims 
which  were  anciently  in  the  temple,  had  only  two 
>vings ;  thofe  whom  Ezekiel  faw,  had  four ;  whereas 
the  feraphims  feen  by  Ifaiah,  had  fix  wings.  The  dif- 
ferent purpofes  for  which  they  were  ufed  are  mention- 
ed in  the  following  words : 

With  twain  he  covered  his  face  ;  thus  expreffing  his 
profound  reverence,  and  becoming  modefty,  in  the  di- 
vine prefence.  We  can  hardly  approach  thofe  who 
are  greatly  our  fuperiors  but  with  down-caft  eyes,  in- 
timating the  confeioufnefs  we  feel  of  their*  pre- 
eminence, and  our  profound  refpedt  for  their  excel- 
lence and  dignity.  We  cannot  look  at  the  fun,  when 
/hining  with  meridian  fplendour,  but  we  are  obliged 
to  cover  our  eyes  with  our  hands.  Such  is  the  infi- 
nite glory  of  the  eternal  Jehovah,  that  celeftial  fpirits, 
around  his  throne,  appeared  to  our  prophet,  covering 
their  faces  with  their  wings.  Light  inacceffible,  and 
full  of  glory,  in  which  God  refides,  was  too  ftrong  for 
them  dire&ly  to  contemplate.  This  circumftance  in- 
ftrucis  us,  that  all  our  approaches  to  God  ought  to  be 
accompanied  with  great  reverence  and  humility,  deep- 
ly fenfible  not  only  of  the  infinite  diftance  there  is  be- 
tween God  and  us,  as  he  is  the  Creator,  and  we  the 
creatures  of  his  power,  but  ftrongly  affected  with  the 
ftill  more  awful  diftance  that  is  between  him  and  us, 
as  he  is  the  moft  holy  God,  and  we  finful  duft  and 
alhes. — -—With  twain  he  covered  his  feet.    In  fcripture- 

#  Sec  Ezck.  i.  5. — 14. 

U  u  language, 
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language,  the  feet  fometimes  denotes  all  the  lower 
parts  of  the  body,  which  decency  requires  to  be  con- 
cealed. In  eaftern  countries,  thefe  were  generally  co- 
vered by  the  long  garments  which  they  were  accuftom- 
ed  to  wear :  hence  it  may  have  been  thought  want  of 
refpeft,  to  appear  in  public,  on  folemn  occafions,  with 
the  feet  uncovered*  In  reference  to  this  opinion, 
which  was  probably  adopted  by  our  prophet  and  his 
countrymen,  the  feraphims  \vhich  he  beheld,  teftified 
their  profound  reverence  and  humility  in  the  divine 
prefence,  by  covering  their  feet.  This  inculcates  upon 
us  the  fame  important  leflbn  with  the  former  article, — 
And  with  twain  he  didjly,  to  execute  with  the  utmoft 
fpeed  the  commands  he  received  from  his  higheft 
Lord.  You  reckon  that  a  bullet  fliot  from  a  mulket 
flies  with  great  velocity ;  and  no  doubt  it  does,  for, 
according  to  fome  calculations,  did  it  continue  in  the 
fame  rapid  motion  with  which  it  flies  oiF,  it  would  go 
one  hundred  and  eighty  miles  in  the  hour.  Celeftial 
fpirits  move  with  incomparably  greater  velocity,  in 
performing  the  fervices  afligned  them.  Of  this  you 
may  be  fenfible,  by  confidering  the  immenfe  diftance 
between  the  throne  of  God  in  the  higheft  heavens, 
and  this  earth,  where  they  are  often  employed  in  mi- 
niilering  to  the  heirs  of  falvation.  This  circumftance 
ought  to  animate  us  to  perform  every  part  of  the  fer- 
vice  of  God  with  alacrity  and  diip^tch,  that,  in  this 
as  well  as  other  refpe&s,  our  obedience  may  in  fome 
meafure  referable  the  obedience  of  the  angels  in  hea- 
ven. After  the  example  of  David,  let  us  make  hade, 
and  not  delay  to  keep  all  the  commandments  of  God. 

3  And  one  cried  unto  another,  and  faid,  Holy, 
holy,  holy  is  the  Lord  of  hofts,  the  whole  earth 
//  full  of  his  glory. 

Thefe  words  farther  defcribe  the  employment  of 

the  feraphiiiis. We  pretend  not  to  explain  in  what 

manner    thefe   heavenly    intelligences    communicate 

-  their 
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their  fentiments  to  one  another.  According  to  our 
prophet's  defcription,  they  were  engaged  in  celebrat- 
ing, with  loud  exclamations,  the  praiies. of  Jehovah. 
In  this  fublime  exercife,  they  feemed  to  him  to  form  a 
found  in  the  air,  which  reached  his  ears ;  or  fome- 
what  refembling  it,  which  affefted  his  imagination. 
To  this  delightful  work  they  were  fummoned  by  the 
infpired  royal  pfalmift,  and  called  upon  to  lift  up  their 
voices,  and  ling,  together  with  the  whole  creation,  a 
hymn  of  thankfgiving  to  his  honour,  who  is  the  praife 
of  all  his  faints :  '  Praife  the  Lord  from  the  heavens ; 

*  praife  him  in  the  heights :  praife  ye  him,  all  his  an- 
c  gels :  praife  ye  him,  all  his  hods  V  To  this  call 
they  yield  the  moft  cheerful  obedience ;  an  inltance 
of  which  is' recorded,  Luke  ii.  13,  14.  where  we  read, 

*  That  fuddenly  there  was  with  the  angel  (who  pub- 
c  lifhed  the  nativity  of  our  Saviour)  a  multitude  of 
'  the  heavenly  hoft,*praifmg  God,  and  faying,  Glory 
6  to  God  in  the  higheft,  and  on  earth  peace,  good- 

*  will  towards  men.'  In  this  heavenly  employment 
they  are  represented  by  the  apoftle  John,  Rev.  v. 
11,  12.  c  who  beheld,  and  heard  the  voice  of  many 
4  angels  round  about  the  throne — faying  with  a  loud 

*  voice,  Worthy  is  the  Lamb  that  was  fkiin,  to  re- 

*  ceive  power,  and  riches,  and  wifdom,  and  flrength, 

*  and  honour,  and  glory,  and  blefling.'  This  plea- 
fent  work  they  perform  with  the  greatefl  unanimity 
and  ardour,  as  is  plainly  intimated  in  the  cxprcflion 
under  confideration  ;  where  the  fhort  hymn  mention- 
ed by  Ifaiah,  is  faid  to  have  been  fung  by  the  fera- 
phims,  divided  into  two  choirs,  who  alternately  per- 
formed their  parts,  the  one  finging  refponfively  to  the 
other, 

Holy,  holv,  holy  is  the  Lord  of  hefts.  The  holincfs  of 
God  confilts  in  the  fupreme  excellence,  and  perfeft 
rettitude  of  his  divine  nature;  in  confequencc  of 
>vhich,  he  is  infinitely  removed  from  all  manner  of 

#  |*fal.  cxlviii.  i,  2* 

impurity^ 
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impurity,  and  always  afts  confidently  with  his  glo- 
rious attributes.  With  refpeft  to  himfelf,  all  his  coun* 
fels,  difpenfations,  and  commands,  admirably  corre* 
fpond  to  his  confummate  excellencies :  in  his  whole 
character,  and  in  all  his  aSiona,  there  is  not  the  fmall- 
eft  fpot,  or  the  leaft  impropriety.  He  cannot  do  evil 
through  ignorance,  becaufe  his  knowledge  is  perfect ; 
nor  through  weaknefs,  for  his  power  is  almighty ; 
nor  through  malice,  becaufe  his  reftitude  is  complete ; 
neither  can  he  deceive,  commit  injuftice,  or  do  that 
which  is  cruel,  becaufe  he  approves,  and  loves  what 
is  true,  upright,  and  righteous.  With  regard  to  his 
creatures,  the  righteous  Lord  loveth  righteoufnefs ; 
his  countenance  doth  behold  the  upright ;  he  requir- 
eth  what  is  holy,  juft,  and  good ;  and  difcovcrs  the 
greateft  averfion  to  all  fin,  and  the  higheft  deteftation 
of  it.  *  He  is  of  purer  eyes  than  to  behold  evil,  and 
4  cannot  look  on  iniquity  V  This  holinefs  of  God 
is  ftrongly  exprefled  in  every  precept  of  his  perfect 
law,  which  was  at  firft  engraven  upon  the  heart  of 
man ;  which,  with  awful  folemnity,  he  publifhed  to 
Ifrael  from  Mount  Sinai ;  and  is  briefly  comprehend- 
ed in  thefe  words, '  Be  ye  holy,  for  I  the  Lord  your 
*  God  am  holy  f  .*  It  is  frequently  manifefted  in  the 
difpenfations  of  his  providence^  whereby  he  condemns 
all  unrighteoufnefs  and  fin,  and  punifties  the  guilty 
with  terrible  judgments;  among  which,  none  are  more 
to  be  dreaded,  than  that  fpiritual  blindnefs  ^nd  hard*, 
nefs  of  heart,  mentioned  in  the  9th  and  1  oth  verfes  of 
this  chapter.  In  a  fpecial  manner  is  the  divine  purity 
illuftrioufly  difplayed,  in  the  way  whereby  guilty  fin- 
ners  are  reftored  to  the  enjoyment  of  the  iavovir  of 
God,  and  eternal  falvation,  through  the  mediation  of 
his  own  Son ;  whom  he  fet  forth  to  be  the  propitia- 
tion for  fin,  that  he  might  be  juft  and  holy,  as  well 
as  merciful,  in  juftifying  and  faving  them  that  believe 
in  Jefus.   In  this  manner  the  Lord  God  demonftrates 

*  Hab.  i.  13.  f  Lev.  xix.  2. 

the 
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the  infinite  holinefs  of  his  nature :  he  makes  known 
to  men  what  he  loves,  and  what  he  hates ;  what  he 
allows,  and  what  he  disapproves ;  what  is  well-plealing 
to  him,  and  what  is  oftenfive.  In  few  words,  the  ho- 
linefs of  Jehovah  is  manifeft  in'heaven,  in  earth,  and 
hell ;  in  the  exercife  of  his  juftice,  in  the  diftribution 
of  his  grace,  and  the  communication  of  his  glory ;  in 
the  difpenfatiotis  of  his  providence,  in  the  precepts  of 
his  law,  and  the  doctrines  of  his  gofpel,  which  con- 
tain the  brighreft  manifeftation  of  divine  purity  and 
righteoufnefs  that  the;  world  ever  beheld. 

This  holinefs  is  thrice  afcribed,  by  the  feraphims, 
to  the  Lord  of  hofts.  This  repetition  may  intimate, 
that  the  purity  of  Jehovah  is  infinite  and  ineffable, 
and  of  cverlafting  perpetuity ;  that  he  is  holy  in  his 
nature,  in  his  word,  and  in  his  works ;  that  in  him- 
felf  he  is  -perfectly  holy ;  that  all  holinefs  is  derived 
from  him ;  and  that  he  ought  to  be  ferved  in  the  beau- 
ties of  holinefs.  It  may  alio  exprefs  the  high  admira- 
tion in  which  the  holinefs  here  celebrated,  was  held 
by  the  adoring  feraphims ;  and  the  ardour  of  their  af- 
fection, when  employed  in  this  fublime  exercife.  Or 
rather,  this  rehearfal,  as  fome  have  fuppofed,  may  al- 
lude to  the  Father,  the  Son,  and  the  Holy  Spirit,  one 
Jehovah,  whofe  fupreme  excellence,  and  confummate 
reftitude,  are  here  afferted  by  celeftial  worfhippers. 
This  lad  remark  accords  with  the  voice  of  the  Lord, 
which  faith  in  the  8th  verfe,  *  Whom  (hall  I  fend,  and 
4  who  will  go  for  us,'  where  no  more  than  one  divine 
perfon  is  introduced  making  this  inquiry.-  Be  ye 
imitators  of  God,  then,  as  dear  children.  Diligently 
ftudy  a  growing  conformity  to  the  holinefs  of  his  na- 
ture, and  the  purity  of  his  law  ;and  gofpel.  Be  ye 
merciful,  juft,  faithful,  patient,  and  perfeft  as  your 
Father  in  heaven,  that  as  the  invifible  things  of  God, 
even  his  eternal  power  and  Godhead,  are  clearly  feen 
in  things  which  are  made,  fo  the  other  invifible  things 
of  God,  even  his  everlafting  holinefs  and  purity,  may 
be  feen  in  your  good  conduct,  and  holy  behaviour, 

on 
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on  account  of 'which  others  may  be  induced  to  glo- 
rify him  in  your  behalf. 

The  whole  earth  is  full  of  his  glory.  The  Hebrew 
words  may  be  rendered,  the  fulnefs  of  the  earth  is  his 
glory  ;  and  in  their  literal,  and  molt  obvious  fenfe,  are 
certainly  true.  Ever  fince  the  earth  was  formed,  it 
hath  been  full  of  the  glory  of  its  great  Creator ;  whofe 
wifdom>  power,  and  goodnefs,  are  therein  nobly  dif- 
played ;  with  whofe  mercy  and  lovin^-kindnefs  it  is 
richly  replenilhed;  and  whofe  praifes,  therefore,  ought 
to  be  continually  celebrated.  In  this  hymn  of  praife, 
however,  the  feraphims  feem  to  refer  to  fome  peculiar 
jnanifeftation  of  the  divine  glory  afforded  to  the 
kingdom  of  the  Son  of  God,  of  which  Ifaiah  was  now 
favoured  with  a  prophetic  vifion.  When  God  gave 
his  law,  which  was  glorioute,  from  Mount  Sinai,  it 
was  delivered  only  to  one  favourite  people,  the  pofte- 
rity  of  Ifrael.     *  He  (hewed  his  word  unto  Jacob,  his 

*  ftatutes  and  his  judgments  unto  Ifrael  V  The  glo- 
ry of  the  Lord  thereby  difplayed,  was  confined  within 
the  narrow  limits  of  the  land  of  Canaan.  The  Moft 
High  reftrved  the  more  grand  and  extenfive  mani- 
feftation  of  his  glory,  to  beautify  and  enrich  the  king- 
dom of  his  Son  Jefus  Chiift,  after  he  had  reje&ed  the 
Jews  on  account  of  their  rejecting  him.  To  the  par-, 
don  which  he  granted  the  UVaelites,  at  the  entreaty  of 
his  fervant  Mofes,  he  fubjoined  this  folemn  declara- 
tion ;  c  As  truly  as  I  live,  all  the  earth  (hall  be  filled 

*  with  the  glory  of  the  Lord  f .'  In  the  words  before 
us,  the  celdlial  worfhippers  announce  the  fulfilment 
of  this  divine  predidion ;  and  on  that  account  cele- 
brate the  praifes  of  Jehovah,  anticipating,  in  their 
adorations,  this  certain  and  moft  joyful  event.  By 
the  whole  earth,  then,  may  be  meant  all  the  nations 
and  kingdoms  of  this  world,  the  inhabitants  of  all  the 
various  trafts  of  this  earth,  and  the  feve^al  quarters 
into  which  it  is  divided,  wherein  the  kingdom  of  the 

*  Pfal,  cxlvii,  19.  f  Nupab.  xiv.  21. 

Son 
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Son  of  God  is  ere&ed.  The  kingdom  of  Jefus  Chrift 
is  full  of  the  glory  of  Jehovah,  in  which  it  fhities  with 
the  mod  refulgent  fplendour,  confounding  the  impla- 
cable enemies  of  mens  falvation,  baffling  their  ftrata- 
gems,  and  counteracting  their  efforts  for  our  deftruc- 
tion :— conducing  them  by  the  mod  unlikely  means 
to  the  end  he  hath  in  view ;  leading  them  through 
weaknefs  and  reproach,  temptation  and  affliction, 
through  innumerable  difficulties,  and  death  itfelf,  to 
life,  glory,  honour ,r  and  eternal  felicity ; — render- 
ing perfedly  confident,  nccefiity  and  contingency, 
the  freedom  of  fecond  caufes,  and  the  infallible  cer- 
tainty of  divine  purpofes :— effectuating  the  greateft 
events  by  the  feebleft  inftruments,  that  all  the  glory 
may  redound  to  himftlf : — making  the  fame  difpenfa- 
tions  produce  the  mofi  oppofite  effects,  and  by  a 

thoufand  other  ways  I  ftay  not  to  mention. In  this 

manntr,  the  earth  was  filled  with  the  glory  of  the 
Lord :  all  the  divine  perfections  were  manifeded  and 
exalted  after  the  exaltation  of  Jefus  Chrift,  through 
the  miniftry  of  the  gofpel  which  was  publilhed  over 
the  whole  known  world,  confirmed  by  the  mpft  ftu- 
pendous  miracles,  accompanied  with  the  plentiful  ef- 
fufion  of  the  Holy  Spirit,  and  every  where  attended 
with  the  mod  glorious  effeCts.  In  another  view,  this 
truth  was  alfo  remarkably  verified,  when  the  land  of 
Ifrael  was  fmitten  with  a  curfe,  and  the  miferable 
remnant  of  that  devoted  people  were  fcattered  through 
the  world ;  and  the  glory  of  the  Lord,  manifefted  in 
the  righteous  judgments  inflicted  upon  them,  was 
made  known  to  all  nations.  And  hereafter  it  (hall  be 
more  eminently  accompliftied,  when  all  the  kingdoms 
of  the  earth  ftiall  become  the  kingdoms  of  our  Lord, 

and  his  Chrift. Let  us,  my  brethren,  unite  our 

praifes  with  thofe  of  celeftial  fpirits,  unto  that  God 
who  hath  filled  the  earth  with  his  glory,  and  often 
make  the  theme  of  their  adorations  the  lubjeCt  of  our 
prayers ;  heartily  joining  with  feraphs  and  faints,  in 
the  laft  fupplication  of  the  man  according  to  God's 

own 
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own  heart,  '  Let  the  whole  earth  be  filled  with  his 
*  glory.  Amen,  and  amen  V  To  thefe  let  us  add 
our  utmoft  efforts,  in  bringing  to  pafe  what  we  de- 
voutly wifh  his  almighty  hand  may  fpeedily  execute. 

4  And  the  pofts  of  the  door  moved  at  the 
voice  of  him  that  cried,  and  the  houfe  was  filled 
withfmoke. 

In  this  verfe,  the  pfophet  defcribes  the  powerful  ef- 
fefts  which  followed  the  voice  which  he  heard,  and 
the  glory  which  he  beheld.-  ■  ■  The  whole  fcenery  of 
this  vifion  is  taken  from  the  temple.  God  is  repre- 
sented as  feated  on  his  throne  above  the  ark,  in  the 
moil  holy  place,  furrounded  by  his  minifters,  employ- 
ed in  celebrating  his  praifes.  The  vail  feparating  the 
mod  holy  place  from  the  outer  part  of  the  temple,  is 
fuppofed  to  be  removed ;  and  the  prophet,  to  whom 
the  whole  is  exhibited,  feems  to  have  been  placed  be- 
fide  the  altar  of  burnt-offering,  at  the  entrance  of  the 
temple,  which  was  filled  with  the  divine  glory-  From 
this  ftation,  he  faw  the  whole  vifion  which  he  re- 
lates ;  and,  on  tljis  occafion,  he  particularly  obferved 
the  pofts  of  the  door  moving  at  the  voice  of  him  that 
cried.  The  voice  of  the  feraphims  at  this  time  was  fo 
loud  and  melodious,  and  the  power  of  their  heavenly 
mufic  was  fo  great,  when  extolling  the  holinefs  and 
glory  of  Jehovah,  that  the  pofts,  with  the  lintel  of  the 
door  of  the  temple,  feemed  to  tremble,  to  be  (haken 
in  the  place  where  they  flood,  or  loofed  from  their 
place.  This  was  a  very  furprifing  effed ;  for  thefe 
pofts  were  fo  large  and  ftrong,  that  they  fupported 
gates  of  brafs,  which  are  faid  to  have  required  twenty 
men  to  (hut  them,  on  account  of  their  prodigious 
weight.  This  part  of  the  vifion  might  prefigure  the 
removal  of  thefe  pillars,  and  the  deftruftion  of  the 
temple  by  the  Romans,  which  was  the  beauty  of  the 

*  Pfal.  Ixxil.  19. 
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Jewifli  church,  the  place  of  their  divine  worfhip,  and 
confequently  the  abolition  of  the  whole  Old-Teftament 
ceconomy.  Jofephus  records  the  following  circum- 
ftance,  which,  he  fays,  happened  at  the  definition  of 
the  temple:  Caefar,  feeing  that  he  could  not  reftrain  the 
fury  of  the  foldiers,  and  that  the  fire  which  had  been 
thrown  into  the  temple  increafed,  entered  with  his 
nobles,  the  flame  not  having  yet  pierced  into  the  in- 
ner part  of  the  temple,  and  entreated  the  foldiers  to 
extinguifh  the  fire.  Notwithftanding,  a  certain  fol- 
dier  nred  the  pofts  of  the  doors ;  and  prefently  the 
flame  appearing  within,  Caefar,  and  the  captains,  de- 
parted *.  Viewing  the  temple  which  our  prophet  be* 
held  in  vifion,  as  a  type  of  the  church  of  Jefus  Chrift, 
in  which  God  manifefts  his  glory,  the  moving  of  the 
pofts,  may  fignify  the  powerful  effefts  which  were  to 
be  produced  by  the  gracious  prefence  of  God  accom* 

Eanying  his  worfhip,  particularly  the  celebration  of 
is  prajfes.   To  this  purpofe  two  remarkable  inftances 
occur  in  the  New  Teftament  t  c  After  the  apoftles  had 

*  prayed,  the  place  was  (haken  where  they  were  af- 
'  fembled  together ;  and  they  were  all  filled  with  the 
'  Holy  Ghoft*  and  they  fpake  the  Word  of  God  with 
c  boldnefs  f :  When  Paul  and  Silas  prayed,  and  fang 
'  praifes  unto  God,  fuddenly  there  was  a  great  earth- 

*  quake,  fo  that  the  foundations  of  the  prifon  were 
'  (haken ;  and  immediately  all  the  doors  were  opened, 

*  and  every  one*£  bonds  were  loofed  \.'  ■  Jirovah 
now  refides  in  the  Chriftian  church  as  he  did  in  the 
Temple  of  old ;  therefore  let  the  people  tremble :  he  fit- 
tcth  between  the  cherubims ;  let  the  earth  be  moved. 

And  the  hoitfe  was  filled  with  /moke.  Smoke  is 
fome times  mentioned  in  fcripture  as  an  emblem  of 
the  wrath  of  almighty  God,  and  the  terrible  judg- 
ments with  which  it  is  attended.  In  this  fenfe  it  muft 
be  underflood  in  the  fong  which  David  fpake  to  the 
Lord,  in  the  day  the  Lord  delivered  him  from  the 

^  Jofcph.  book  vii.  chap.  x.     +  A&s  iv.  3 1 .     +  Afts  xvi.  25,  26. 
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hands  of  all  his  enemies :  *  There  went  up  a  fmoke 
*  out  of  his  noftrils,  arid  fire  out  of  his  mouth  de-» 
4  voured  V  As -fmoke  hurts  the  eyes,  and  darkens 
the  air,  fo  the  anger  of  Jehovah,  and  the  awful  cala- 
mities which  proceed  from  it,  often  blinds  the  eyes  of 
mens  minds,  and  fpreads  around  them  the  darknefs 
of  error  and.  prejudice,  as  is  exemplified  in  the  follow- 
ing part  of  this  chapter.  If  we  fuppofe,  with  fome 
commentators,  that  the  fmoke  of  which  lfaiah  fpeaks, 
was  fignificant  of  the  juft  difpleafure  of  God,  and  its 
direful  effetts,  then  it  prefaged,  with  the  other  cir* 
cumftance  mentioned,  the  deftru&ion  of  the  Jewiih 
temple,  which  was  accompliftied  by  fire,  that  always 
occafions  fmoke.  By  that  awful  judgment,  the  mod 
high  God  revealed  his  wrath  from  heaven  againft  a 
ftubborn  and  rebellious  people,  who  were  feized  with 
aftonifhment  and  terror,  when  they  faw  their  temple 
on  fire,  whilft  they  remained  in  a  date  of  fpiritual 
blindnefs  and  .ftupidity.— — Smoke  is  alfo  fometimes 
mentioned  as  a  fymbol  of  the  glorious  prefence  and 
divine  majefty  of  God :  4  Mount  Sinai  was  altogether 
'  ona  fmoke,  becaufe  the  Lord  defcended  upon  it  in 
4  fire :  and  the  fmoke  thereof  afcended  as  the  fmoke 
4  of  a  furnace,  and  the  whole  mdunt  quaked  greatly  f  / 
The  apoftle  John  affirms, 4  1  hat  the  temple  which  he 
4  beheld  was  filled  with  fmoke  from  the  glory  of  God, 
4  and  from  his  power ;  and  no  man  was  able  to  enter 
4  intvi  the  temple}.9  As  fire  is  ufed  figuratively,  to 
denpte  the  perfetk  purity,  the  conftant  activity,  and 
ineffable  glory  of  the  Lord,  .who  appeared  to  Mofes 
in  a  flame  of  fire  ||,  and  fpake  out  of  the  midft  of  fire 
to  the  Ifraelites  §  ;  fo  a  cloud  or  fmoke,  which  is  the 
effeft  and  evidence  of  fire,  is  fpoken  of  as  an  emblem 
of  the  divine  prefence  ^[.  If,  with  other  expofitors, 
we  think,  that  the  fmoke  which  the  prophet  beheld  in 
vifibn,  was  an  emblem  not  of  wrath,  but  of  the  gra- 

*  Pfal.  xviii.  8.  f  Exod.  xix.  1 8.  %  Rev.  xv.  8. 

]!   Exod.  iii.  2.         §  Deut.  iv.  35.  f   1  Kings,  vtii.  10 

cious 


Ver.  5.     PROPHECIES  of  ISAIAH.  349 

cious  prefence  of  God,  then  it  prefigured  the  high 
privilege  which  the  church  of  Jefus  Chrift,  under 
the  New  Teftament,  was  to  enjoy,  of  being  filled 
with  the  glory  of  the  Lord.  This  renders  ordi- 
nances of- divine  inftitution  defirable  and  pleafant, 
and  makes  them  effectual  for  accompliftring  the  mod 
falutary  purpofes :  it  affords  dire&icm  and  prote&ion, 
ftrength  and  confblation,  and  every  blefling  necefiary 
to  felicitate  the  fervants  of  God.  It  is  therefore  the 
objedt  of  their  moft  ardent  defires ;  it  is  highly  prized 
as  their  peculiar  prerogative,  and  gratefully  acknow- 
ledged as  the  fource  of  all  their  felicity  and  joy.  In 
the  enjoyment  of  this  very  defirable  blefling,  they 
adopt  the  words  of  the  patriarch  Jacob  at  Bethel, 

*  This  is  the  hpufe  of  God,  this  is  the  gate  of  hea- 

*  ven  #  :  they  join  with  David,  faying,  '  One  day  in 
4  thy  courts  is  better  than  a  thoufand  f ;  and  with  the 
difciples  on  the  mount,  where  their  Mafter  was  trans- 
figured, *  It  is  good  for  us  to  be  here  J/— Let  us 
then  diligently  feek  to  enjoy  the  gracious  prefence  of 
God,  which,  according  to  this  laft  interpretation  of 
the  words,  was  reprefented  by  the  houfe  being  filled 
with  fmoke.  To  this  important  duty,  we  are  encou- 
raged by  the  happy  fuccefs  which  hath  attended  the 
fupplications  of  the  faints  for  this  diftinguifhing  fa- 
vour. When  king  Solomon  had  ended  his  prayer, 
the  glory  of  the  Lord  filled  the  houfe:  after  the 
apoftles  had  prayed,  they  were  all  filled  with  the  Holy 
Ghoft.  You  are  not  to  expect  fuch  vifible  external 
fymbols  of  the  divine  prefence  as  were  granted  to  thefe 
extraordinary  perfons,  though  you  may  hope  to  enjoy 
fuch  as  are  as  fatisfyiug,  as  comforting,  and  as  ufeful. 

5  %  Then  faid  I,  Wo  is  me,  for  I  am  undone, 
becaufe  I  am  a  man  of  unclean  lips,  and  1  dwell 
in  the  midft  of  a  people  of  unclean  lips  :  for  mine 
eyes  have  feen  the  King,  the  Lord  of  hofts. 

*  G$0«  *xviii.  17.      t  ^kl«  htxxiv.  10.      J  Matth.  xvii.  4. 
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lam  now  to  treat  of  the  fecond  part  of  this  vifion, 
which  contains  the  folemn  defignation  of  Ifaiah  to  the 
performance  of  a  very  important  part  of  his  propheti- 
cal office,  to  which  God  had  appointed  him.*-*— -The 
firft  thing  which  occurs,  and  is  here  ftrongly  e^preff- 
ed,  is  the  conflernation  and  dread  which  the  prophet 
f^lt,  arifing  from  a  confcioufnefs  of  his  unworthinefs 
and  impurity,  which  he  humbly  acknowledges.  Very 
great  muft  have  been  the  perturbation  of  his  mind, 
when  he  uttered  thefe  words,  Wo  is  me ;  which  ex- 
prefs  veheinent  grief  and  fpar,  forrow  for  his  unfitnefs" 
to  join  the  feraphims  in  adoring  the  moft  holy  and 
glorious  Lord,  and  fear  arifing  from  the  manifefta- 
tions  of  divine  majeftyand  glory  which  he  contem- 
plated.  /  am  undone  ;  I  am  cut  oft';  I  am  nothing, 

and  of  no  account.  I  am  fo  aftonifhed,  that  I  cannot 
fpeak ;  piy  ftrength  is  gone,  my  tongue  faulters,  my 
lips  quiver,  and  my  heart  faints.  A  ctffcoyery  of  the 
majefty,  purity,  and  glory  of  God,  never  fails  to  ex- 
cite in  thofe  who  enjoy  it,  a  deep  fenfe  of  their  un- 
worthinefs and  pollution,  and  to  fill  their  minds  with 
dread  and  aftoniftimejit.  Of  this  many  inftances  are 
recorded  in  fcripture.  When  the  Lord  appeared  to 
JMofes  m  the  burning  bu(h?  it  is  written,  *  Mofes  hid 

*  his  face,  for  he  was  afraid  to  look  vpon  God"*-* 
When  upright  Job  acknowledged  ynto  God,  c  Now 
4  mine  eye  feeth  thee,'  he  immediately  adds, '  Where? 

*  fore  I  abhor  myfelf,  and  repent  in  duft  and  afhesf/ 
At  the  time  Daniel,  a  man  greatly  beloved,  was  fa- 
voured with  a  glorious  vifion,  *  he  was  greatly  aftonifh- 
c  ed,  his  forrows  were  turned  upon  him,  and  he  re- 

*  tained  no  ftrength,  neither  was  any  breath  left  in 
4  him  {/  When  Jefus  Chrift  manifefted  his  glory, 
by  working  a  miracle,  c  Simon  Peter  fell  down  at  Je- 

*  fus'  knees,  faying,  Depart  from  me,  for  I  am  a  fin. 

*  fal  man,  O  Lord  || :'  and  the  apoftle  John,  behold- 

*  Exod.  Hi.  6.        f  Job  xUi.  5,  6.       X  Daniel  x.  8.  16,  17. 
||  Luke  v.  8, 
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ing  Jefus  Chrift  in  his  glory, c  fell  at  his  feet  as  dead  *•' 
As  the  deformity  of  any  objeft  feems  always  greateft, 
when  brought  into  comparison  with  perfeft  beauty, 
fo  the  finfulnefs  and  impurity  of  men  muft  ever  ap- 
pear in  the  ftrongeft  light,  when  they  enjoy  clear 
views  of  the  holinefs  of  God,  and  his  intimate  pre* 
fence  with  them.  A  proper  fenfe  of  this  difcovery 
difpofes  to  exclaim,  Wo  is  me,  I  am  undone.  The 
temper  of  mind  emphatically  exprefled  in  this  abrupt 
fentence,  is  highly  becoming  the  moft  eminent  faints 
on  earth,  when  contemplating  the  glory  of  the  Lord. 
\  If  exalted  fpirits  around  the  throne  of  God,  as  repre- 
*  fented  in  this  viiion,  are  deeply  penetrated  with  an  af- 
fefting  fenfe  of  the  divine  glory,  what  deep  humilia* 
tion,  and  felf-abafement,  is  fuitable  to  guilty  creatures, 
who  have  rendered  themfelves  the  juit  obje&s,  of  di- 
vine difpleafure ;  and  who  ought  to  confidef  every  fa«» 
vour  from  God,  not  as  a  difplay  0/  goodnefs  to  the 
worthy,  or  of  bounty  to  the  indigent,  but  of  mercy  to 
the  guilty,  who  have  undone  themfelves !  The  majefty 
and  the  mercy  of  God  ought  deeply  to  penetrate  our 
hearts,  whilft  we  contemplate  the  manifeflations  of 

his  glory. The  prophet  fubjoins  three  reafons  why 

h?  thus  exclaimed. 

Becaufe  I  am  a  man  of  unclean  lips.  This  acknow- 
ledgment requires  to  be  explained  with  great  caution. 
We  are  not  to  imagine,  that  Ifaiah  charged  himfclf 
with  any  habitualimpurity  in  his  conversation,  which 
would  have  been  perfe&ly  inconfiftent  with  his  cha- 
racter as  a  holy  man  of  God,  who  fpake  as  he  was 
moved  by  the  Holy  Ghoft,  and  was  highly  honoured 
with  fingular  marks  of  divine  favour.  The  lips, 
being  the  chief  inftrument  of  fpeech,  are  here  men- 
tioned, I  fuppofe,  to  denote  fpeech  itfelf,  which  the 
prophet  confeffes  to  have  been  impure,  when  contraft* 
td  with  the  holy  adorations  of  the  feraphims.  He  he- 
fitates  not  to  own,  that,  though  fan&ified  in  part,  and 

♦  Rev.  i.  17. 
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devoted  without  referve  to  the  fervice  of  God,  there 
was  ftill  to  be  found  in  him  much  remaining  impuri- 
ty, which  difcovered  itfelf  by  his  lips.  He  humbly 
acknowledgeth,  that  he  was  not  a  perfeS  man,  that 
never  offended  in  word,  or  fpake  unadvifedly  with  his 
mouth.  The  firft  views  of  the  enlightened  mind  are 
commonly  fixed  upon  the  enormities  of  the  life; 
whereas,  after  thefe  are  in  fome  meafure  fubdued,  new 
difcoveries  of  the  glory  of  God  bring  to  light  the  fe- 
cret  corruptions  of  the  heart,  wtiich  pollute  the  con- 
verfation,  and  produce  fuch  affefting  complaints  as 
,  that  now  before  us.  The  prophet,  admitted  to  con- 
template  the  glory  of  Jehovah,  fully  fenfible  of  his 
comparative  impurity,  laments  the  fins  of  his  lips, 
which  proceeded  from  the  remaining  corruptions  of 
his  heart ;  with  which  he  was  deeply  impreffed,  as  un- 
fitting him  for  joining  the  heavenly  hofts  in  their 
praifes,  and  performing  aright  the  important  fervice* 

to  which  he  was  called If  this  great  prophet,  this 

eminently  good  man,  was  thus  diflreffed  with  his  im- 
purity, what  heart-affe&ing  views  ought  we  to  have 
of  our  pollution  before  God,  arifing  from  our  oppofi- 
tion  to  his  holy  nature,  and  perfed  law,  notwithftand- 
ing  the  external  difplays  afforded  us  of  his  infinite 
glory,  his  confummate  re&itude,  and  unparalleled 
grace !  The  more  we  refleft  upon  our  conduct,  and 
compare  it  with,  the  ftandards  of  complete  excellence, 
we  (hall  fee  the  greater  reafon  to  abhor  ourfelyea,  anct 
repent  in  dufl  and  afhes. 

And  I  dwell  in  the  midji  of  a  people  of  unclean 
lips.  The  men  of  Judah  doubtlefs  juftly  merited  the 
chara&er  which  Ifaiah  here  gives  them.  Recollect 
what  you  have  already  heard  refpefting  their  charac- 
ter, from  the  foregoing  chapters  of  this  prophecy,  and 
you  will  readily  acknowledge  the  juftice  of  what  is 
here  affirmed.  They  were  a  people  of  impure  hearts, 
whofe  hands  were  defiled  with  blood,  and  with  bribes; 
whofe  princes  were  companions  of  thieves,  and  lovers 
of  gifts,  and  opprefictrs  of  the  fetherlefs  and  the  wi- 

dow\ 
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dow.  Avarice  and  ambition,  pride  and  injuftice, 
luxury  and  intemperance,  with  a  perverfe  contempt  of 
the  great  and  everlafting  diftin&ion  between  good  and 
evil,  were  fome  of  the  prevailing  iniquities  which  ren* 
dered  them  highly  worthy,  of  this  defcription.  They 
were  become  altogether  corrupt,  and  their  doings 
were  againft  the  Lord,  to  provoke  the  eyes  of  his  glo- 
ry. There  were  indeed  among  them,  even  at  this 
time,  a  remnant  according  to  the  ele&ion  of  grace, 
whom  God  referved  to  himfelf,  and  confecrated  to 
his  fervice :  thefe,  however,  were  but  few,  when  com-* 
pared  with  the  bulk  of  the  nation,  who  were  not 
cleanfed  from  their  filthinefs.  The  acknowledgment 
of  his  livirtg  among  wicked  people,  the  prophet  unites 
with  the  confeffion  of  his  own  impurity,  as  contribut- 
ing in  part  to  unfit  him  for  the  facred  fervices  of  God, 
who  is  holy*  The  fervants  of  the  Moft  High  always 
confidef  themfelves  intimately  conne&ed  with  thofe 
among  whom  they  dwell ;  of  which  David,  Ezra, 
Daniel,  and  many  others,  are  inftrudive  examples. 
The  profperity  of  the  nation  to  which  they  belong, 
engroiTes  a  conliderable  (hare  in  their  prayers  and 
praifes :  in  its  adverfity,  they  are  deeply  affe&ed,  and 
greatly  deprefled.  At  the  increafe  of  the  godly,  they 
heartily  rejoice :  when  iniquity  abounds,  and  the 
wicked  are  exalted,  their  forrows  and  confeffions  are 
multiplied;  they  humbly  acknowledge  before  God* 
the  prevalence  of  fin,  and  the  pollution  they  may 
have  thereby  contracted,  which  difcourages  them 

from  engaging  in  holy  and  difficult  fervices. From 

this  confeffion,  let  us  learn  two  ufeful  leflbns,  which 
you  would  do  well  to  derive  from  it.  Let  us  be  ex- 
cited to  the  exercife  of  public  fpirit,  and  a  generous 
concern  for  the  welfare  of  the  fociety  to  which  we  be- 
long, Senfible  that  we  are  eafily  tainted  with  impu- 
rity, let  us  cautioufly  avoid  the  contagion  of  bad  com- 
pany, which  often  hath  a  more  powerful  influence 
upon  us  than  we  are  willing  to  acknowledge. 

For 
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For  mine  eyes  have  feen  the  King,  the  Lord  of  bo/ls. 
Hie  objefl:  which  the  prophet  contemplated  was  very 
great,  being  no  lefs  than  a  fymbolicai  reprefentation 
of  the  King  of  kings,  and  Lord  of  lords,  a  great  King 
above  all  gods,  who,  according  to  the  apoftle  John, 
was  no  other  than  Jefus  Chrift.  In  viewing  his  glo- 
rious majefty,  and  fupreme  excellence,  he  is  ftruck 
with  inexpreffible  aftonifhment.  Bright  manifeflations 
of  divine  glory  were  too  much  for  a  feeble  mortal  to 
fuftain:  rays  of  inacceffible  light  were  by  far  too 
ftrong  for  human  eyes  to  behold.  No  wonder,  there* 
fore,  that  Ifaiah  is  dazzled,  confounded,  and  deeply 
humbled.  Multitudes  of  thoughts  might,  on  this  oc- 
cafion,  crowd  into  his  mind,  all  tending  to  produce 
thefe  effe&s ;  among  which  we  may  fuppofe  the  fol- 
lowing :  The  inadequate  fentiments  he,  had  entertain- 
ed of  that  divine  glory,  which  feraphs  adored ;  the 
difproportionate  apprehenfions  he  had  formed  of  that 
holinefs  he  now  heard  highly  celebrated ;  the  unequal 
opinion  he  had  framed  of  that  power,  which  fhaketh 
the  earth  out  of  her  place,  and  the  pillars  thereof 
tremble.  Indeed  the  faints  of  the  Mod  High  have  al- 
ways been  deeply  affefited,  when  admitted  to  behold 
the  fymbols  of  the  divine  prefence  and  glory;  of 
which  the  prophet  Habakkuk  prefents  to  view  a  very 
memorable  initance,  in  fome  refpe&s  fimilar  to  the 
on$  before  us.  Tftward  the  beginning  of  the  third 
chapter  of  his  prophecy,  he  thus  fpeaks ;  4  O  Lord, 
4  I  have  heard  thy  voice,  and  was  afraid :'  and%at  the 
i6th  verfe,  he  reprefents  the  powerful  effects  which 
that  divine  revelation  produced;  *  When  I  heard, 
*  xhy  belly  trembled :  my  lips  quivered  at  thy  voice : 
4  rottennefs  entered  into  my  bones,  and  1  trem- 
4  bled  in  myfelf,  that  I  might  reft  in  the  day  of 
4  trouble.'— —Though  we,  my  brethren,  neither  en- 
joy, nor  have  any  reafon  to  expeft  fuch  manifeflations 
of  divine  glory  as  were  afforded  to  Ifaiah,  and  the 
other  prophets,  fuch  rich  difplays  of  the  glory  of  God 
are  notwithflanding  exhibited  to  our  view,  in  the 

works 
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toorks  df  creation,  providence,  and  redemption,  as 
ought  to  excite  our  higheft  admiration,  and  humble 
us  to  the  duft.  In  every  creature  we  may  behold  the 
glory  of  the  Lord,  which  appears  confpicuous  in  the 
fun,  the  moon,  and  the  flats ;  in  the  corns,  the  trees, 
and  the  plants.  We  may  behold  it  in  every  difpenfa- 
tion  of  providence ;  in  the  rife,  progrefs,  and  declen- 
sion of  empires,  kingdoms,  &nd  ftates;  in  the  various 
revolutions  through  which  they  pafs ;  as  well  as  in 
the  formation  of  our  bodies,  and  prefervation  of  our 
lives.  Efpecially  we-  may  contemplate  it  fhining 
with  ineffable  fplendour  in  the  face  of  Jefus  Chrift, 
the  brightnefs  of  his  glory,  and  the  exprefs  image  of 
his  perfon,  the  great  author  and  finiflier  of  falvation. 
Did  we  view  thefe  difcoveries  of  God  as  we  ought, 
we  fhould  thereby  cultivate  the  happy  temper  here 
expreffed ;  and  And  good  reafon  to  adopt,  in  our  mea- 
fure,  the  confeffion  of  the  prophet,  Our  eyes  have  feen 

the  King,  the  Lord  of  hofts. 

1 

6  Then  flew  one  of  the  feraphims  unto  me, 
having  a  live  coal  in  his  hand,  which  he  had 
taken  with  the  tongs  from  off  the  altar. 

In  this  and  the  following  verfe,  the  prophet  narrates 
&  difiinguifhing  favour  which  he  feafonably  received 
on  this  occafion,  by  means  of  one  of  the  feraphims. 
After  what  he  had  feen,  he  was  deeply  deprefled  with 
an  affe&ing  fenfe  of  his  own  impurity,  and  the  impu- 
rity of  the  people  among  whom  he  dwelt :  in  this  con- 
dition, he  greatly  needed  frefli  intimation  of  pardon 
and  fan&ification,  which  are  now  afforded  him  in  a 
remarkable  manner.  For  this  purpofe,  one  of  the 
celeftial  minifters,  who  attended  the  throne  of  God, 
is  immediately  difpatched  to  perform  this  kind  office ; 
who,  having  received  the  divine  command,  flew,  with 
the  utmoft  fpeed,  to  execute  his  orders.  Though 
the  benefit  here  mentioned,  proceeded  entirely  from 
God,  it  was  communicated  through  the  miniftry  of 

Y  y  one 
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one  of  the  feraphims,  who  took  with  him  a  live  coal 
he  had  taken  with  the  tongs  from  off  the  altar.——* 
Fire,  you  know,  was  kept  alive  continually  upon  th£ 
altar  of  burnt-offering  in  the  temple,  near  to  which 
the  prophet  feems  to  have  had  his  ftation,  when  he 
contemplated  this  vifion.  God  exprefsly  required, 
that '  the  fire  fhould  ever  be  burning  upon  the  altar  i 
*  it  (hall  never  go  out  *.'  Upon  this  altar  the  prieft 
was  commanded  to,  offet  the  trefpafc-offering,  and  the 
burnt-offering,  and  the  facrifices  that  were  to  make 
atonement  before  the  Lord,  that  fin  might  be  forgiven. 
From  this  altar  the  prophet  faw  the  feraph  fly  to  him 
with  a  live  coal.-— —Before  I  proceed  to  explain  the 
tranfattion,  recorded  in  this  and  the  firft  part  of  the 
following  verie,  it  may  riot  be  improper  to  obferve, 
that  the  paflage  muft  be  underftood  in  its  figurative 
and  emblematical  fenfe.  The  fymbols  prefented  to 
the  view  of  our  prophet  were  fignificant  and  inftruc* 
tive,  when  interpreted  on  fymbolic  principles,  or  ac- 
cording to  the  fame  ideas  of  analogy  we  explain  the 
prophetic  ftyle,  which  abounds  with  hieroglyphic 
imagery.  And  you  ought  to  refleft,  that  there  ii 
really  nothing  more  ftrange  in  applying  this  mode  of 
interpretation  to  vifions,  than  to  parables,  or  to  any 
other  fpecies  of  prophecy.  You  ought  alfo  to  confi- 
der,  that  when  the  eternal  God  condefcends  to  reveal 
himfelf  to  his  fervants,  he  does  it  in  the  way  he  fees 
proper,  and  in  a  manner  fuitable  to  their  ideas  and 
apprehenfions ;  and  if  men  miftake,  the  fault  is  in 
themfelves,  not  in  the  ufe  of  common  emblems.—— 
Befides,  it  is  proper  that  I  remark,  that  in  the  part  of 
the  vifion  now  before  us,  as  in  fome  other  prophecies, 
there  is  a  mixture  of  the  plain  and  highly  figured 
Jtyle,  which  it  is  neceffary  carefully  to  difcrimmate* 
The  action  of  the  feraph  is  fy  mbolical :  the  words  which 
he  ufes  are  to  be  underftood  in  their  literal  fenfe* 

The  altar  in  the  temple,  from  which  the  feraph 
took  the  live  coal,  was  a  type  or  figure  of  Jefus  Chrift ; 

*  Lev.  vi.  13. 

whom 
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whom  the  apoftle,  writing  to  the  Hebrews,  affirms  to 
be  the  altar  of  Chriftians,  of  which  they  have  right  to 
eat.  In  the  fourth  and  fifth  chapter  of  that  epiftle, 
the  infpired  writer  demonftrated,  that  Jefus  Chrift 
was  our  great  High-prieft.  In  the  ninth  and  tenth 
chapiters,  he  exhibits  him  as  our  great  atoning  facri- 
fece ;  and  in  the  paffage  now  referred  to  *,  he  fpeaks  of 
him  as  our  altar.  The  fum  of  what  is  there  faid  upon 
this  fubjed  feems  to  be  this:  The  foleinn  facrificc 
which  was  offered  for  fin  on  the  great  day  of  atone- 
ment, was  f>urnt  not  upon  the  altar  in  the  temple,  but 
without  the  city  of  Jerufalem.  In  like  manner,  Je- 
fus Chrifl:  offered  himfelf  a  facrifice  for  us  without  the 
gate ;  and  whofoever  will  participate  iji  the  merit  of 
bis  atonement,  mud  repair  not  to  the  altar  in  the. 
temple,  but  to  that  altar  whereupon  he  made  expia- 
tion for  fin.  As  the  facrifices  presented  by  the  Ifrael- 
'  ites,  were  exprefsly  required  to  be  brought  to  the  al- 
tar of  the  Lord  their  God,  that  they  might  be  offered 
thereon,  in  order  to  their  being  accepted,  fo  the  fpi- 
ritual  facrifices  of  Chriftians  muft  be  prefented  upon 
the  altar  of  Jefus  Chrift,  where  alone  atonement  is 
made  for  finners,  and  from  thence  they  mull  afcendj 
would  we  have  them  become  acceptable  unto  God* 
Jefus  Chrift  then  is  the  altar  which  fan&ifies  oyr  gifts, 
and  renders  our  facrifices  well-pleafing  unto  God; 
which  was  typified  by  the  altar  of  burnt-offering, 
from  which  the  feraph  took  the  live  coal. 

The  difficulties  which  occur  in  the  Old  and  New 
Teftament  are  very  different.  The  obfcurity  which 
we  obferve  in  fome  paflages  of  the  New  Teftament, 
arifes  chiefly  from  the  language,  in  which  there  is 
intermixed  Hebrew  idiorns,  Talmudical  phrafes,  and 
?dlufion$  to  Jewifh  opinions  and  cuftoras,  which,  when 
properly  underftood,  the  meaning  appears  plain  and 
obvious.  In  the  Old  Teftament  it  is  otherwife ;  the 
difficulties  we  there  meet  with,  arife  not  fo  much  from 

*  Heb.  xlii.  io, 
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the  expreffion,  as  from  uncertainty  refpe&ing  the  fenfe 
in  which  it  ought  to  be  underftood.  So  for  as  the 
fubfequent  revelation  of  the  will  of  God  explains  it, 
we  proceed  with  certainty  and  fafety ;  t>ut  when  that 
ceafes  to  enlighten  our  path,  we  hefitate,  and  can  pro- 
nounce nothing  decifively.  TJiis  obfervation  will,  I 
hope,  in  fome  meafure  apologize  for  my  offering  you 
a  conje&ural  interpretation  of  what  was  fignified  by 
the  Kve  coal,  which  the  feraph  applied  to  our  pro- 
phet's mouth,  as  I  do  not  know  any  paffage  in  the 
New  Teftament  that  authorizes  any  determinate  mean* 
ing  to  this  fymbol.  The  cloven  tongues,  like  as  of 
fire,  which,  an  Pentecoft,  fat  upon  each  of  the  apoftles, 
hath  but  a  diftant  refemblance  to  what  the  prophet  had 
reprefented  to  him  in  vifion.  A  burning  £oal  is  a  pro* 
per  emblem  of  light,  heat,  and  purity,  which  impor- 
tant bleffings  are  conveyed  by  the  Holy  Spirit  to  the 
fervants  of  God.  Thefe  were  benefits  which  Ifaiah, 
in  his  own  humble  apprehenfion,  greatly  needed  at 
prefent ;  and  therefore  the  feraph,  by  this  fymbolical 
a&ion,  reprefented  and  communicated  them  to  him. 
1  do  not  fuppofe  there  was  any  inherent  virtue  in  the 
coal  lifted  from  off  the  altar  to  take  away  iniquity, 
and  to  purify  from  fin,  no  more  than  there  was  in  the 
waters  of  Jordan  to  cure  Naaman  of  his  leprofy ,  or  in 
the  impofition  of  the  apoftles  hands  to  coi^fer  the  Ho- 
ly Spirit.  God,  however,  in  his  infinite  wifdonj,  hath 
oft-times  fixed  a  certain  connexion  between  external 
fymbols,  and  the  communication  of  important  fpiritual 
benefits;  of  which  the  vifion  we  are  confidering  affords 
a  remarkable  inftance.  Other  inftances  are  frequently 
prefented  to  our  view,  in  the  facred  inftitutions  of  bap-, 
tifm  and  the  I^ord's  iupper.-* Let  us  gratefully  ac- 
knowledge the  divine  goodnefs,  in  appointing  external 
vifible  objefts  and  a&ions  to  be  fignificant  of  fpiritual 
invifible  bleffings ;  and  let  us  earneftly  {fray,  that,  in 
divihe  ordinances,  the  former  may  prove  the  means 
of  conveying  to  us  the  latter,  which  they  are  appoint-* 
ed  to  exhibit, 

7  And 
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7  And  he  hid  //  upon  my  mouthy  and  faitf, 
Lo,  this  hath  touched  thy  lips,  and  thitie  iniqui- 
ty is  taken  away,  and  thy  fin  purged. 

In  this  verfe,  we  are  informed  what  the  heavenly 
meffenger  did  with  the  live  coal,  and  what  was  the 
comfortable  meffagehc  delivered  to  the  prophet. 
With  the  coal  he  touched  Ifaiah's  mouth.  This  wa* 
a  very  fignificant  aftion  performed  toward  one  who 
had  juft  complained,  that  he  was  undone,  becaufe  a 
man  of  unclean  lips.  •  That  his  lips  might  be  purified 
from  their  pollution,  his  faculty  of  fpeech  improved, 
and  he  himfelf  qualified  for  delivering  with  freedom 
and  boldnefs  the  affe&ing  meflage  with  which  he  was 
to  be  intruded,  the  Spirit  of  God  was  to  confecrate  and 
fan&ify  him ;  and  of  this  he  hath  a  vifible  reprefenta- 
tion  afforded  him.  The  feraph  having  laid  the  coal 
upon  his  mouth,  faid,  Lo,  this  hath  touched  thy  lips; 
thus  intimating,  that  this  was  a  reprefentative  a&ion 
which  ought  to  be  carefully  attended  to,  and  would  be 
accompanied  with  very  happy  effects.  Confider  this 
live  coal  is  not  common,  but  holy  fire,  brought  from 
the  altar  of  God.  This  is  a  fign  and  feal  of  pardon* 
ing  mercy,  and  fan&ifying  grace,  communicated  to 
thee  by  the  Holy  Spirit,  through  the  mediation  of  the 
great  Meffiah.— How  admirable  the  condefcenfion 
of'the  moft  high  God,  who  employs  fignificant  figns, 
the  more  deeply  to  imprefs  fpirirual  obje&s  upon  our 
minds ;  and  to  figns  he  is  gracioufly  pleafed  to  fub- 
join  words,  the  more  clearly  to  explain  their  meaning 
and  defign ! 

And  thine  iniquity  is  taken  away.  The  Hebrew 
word  here  tranflated  iniquity,  properly  fignifies  crook- 
edness or  perverfenefs  ;  and  hence  it  is  ufed  to  denote 
iniquity,  which  proceeds  from  a  froward  difpofition 
of  mind,  and  confifts  in  deviating  from  the  ftraight 
rule  of  the  law  of  God.  Such  perverfity  in  temper 
and  conduft  juftly  expofes  men  to  the  divine  difplea- 
fure,  and  renders  them  guilty  and  polluted  before 

God ; 
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Qod ;  and  consequently  occafions  deep  felf-abafem«nt 
in  his  fervants,  when  they  are;  admitted  to  contemplate 
his  glory.  What  a  defirable  intimation  then  did  our 
prophet  receive  from  the  feraph,  who  told  him,  Thine 
iniquity  is  taken  away ;  the  tranfgreflions  thou  hail 
committed  are  blotted  out  of  remembrance ;  the  guilt 
thou  haft  contracted  is  removed ;  the  punifhment  thou 
haft  deferved  is  cancelled  !  The  expreflion  here  ufed, 
fcems  to  refer  to  an  ordinance  in  Ifrael,  with  which 
Ifaiah  was  perfe&ly  acquainted ;  the  appointment  of 
Vhich  you  read,  'Leviticus  xvi.  7.  and  following 
yerfes.  Over  the  head  of  the  goat,  there  called  the 
fcape-goat,  the  high-pried  was  ordered  to  confefs  all 
the  iniquities  of  the  children  of  Ifrael,  putting  diem 
Upon  the  head  of  the  goat,  which  was  to  carry  them 
away  into  a  wildernefs,  where  he  was  to  be  lent  by 
the  hand  of  a  proper  perfon,  This  divine  inftitution* 
ipto  the  meaning  of  which  you  ought  carefully  tot 
examine,  feems  to  have  been  typical  of  Jefus  Chrifl 
taking  away  the  ftps  of  his  people,  confefled  over  hi* 
atonii\g  facrifice.  Indeed  this  is  a  work  altogether 
peculiar  to  him,  who,  you  know,  was  manif^fted  for 
this  yery  purpofe,  to  take  away  fin ;  and  gave  himfelf 
for  us,  to  redeem  us  from  all  iniquity,  ht  this  manner 
the  prophet's  iniquity  was  taken  away)  and  of  this 
ineftimable  favour  he  received  the  comfortable  affur- 
ance,  which  would  greatly  increafe  the  pleafure  aiid  joy 
which  would  arife  in  his  mind  from  the  pofleffion  of 
this  diftinguifliing  rtxercy. — s — Hearing  of  this  glpriouS: 
privilege,  fay  unto  God,  in  the  words  of  Job,  *  Da 
4  not  condemn  me  :*  fay  unto  him,  with  the  publican, 
4  God  be  merciful  to  i\ie  a  finner ;'  fay  unto  him,  in 
the  language  which  he  himfelf  hath  taught,  '  Take 
*  away  all  iniquity,  and  receive  us  gracioyfly  :*  and 
may  he  who  hears  the  fupplications  of  the  needy, 
grant  your  petition ;  and*  along  with  it,  the  agreeably 
intimation,  Thy  fin  is  taken  away. 

And  thy  Jin  purged.     The  original  word  rendered 
Jin,  is  derived  from  one  that  fignifies  to  erry  or  miff 

the 
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the  mark  at  which  we  ought  to  aim :  hence  it  is  ufed 
to  exprefs  fin,  whereby  men  wander  from  the  path  of 
God's  commandments,  come  fhort  of  the  glory  of 
God,  and  mils  the  prize  of  the  high  calling  of  God 
in  Chrift  Jefus.  To  affift  us  in  forming  juft  fenti* 
ments  of  this  abominable  thing,  it  is  compared  in 
fcripture  to  thofe  things  which  are  reckoned  moil  dif- 
agreeable  and  loathfome,  fuch  as  poifon  and  difeafe*, 
drofs  and  fcum.  Like  a  dangerous  contagion,  it  hath 
extended  its  baneful  influence  through  every  part  of  our 
conftitution :  it  hath  defaced  the  beautiful  image  of 
God  with  which  we  were  originally  adorned,  and  de- 
filed all  the  faculties  of  the  human  foul ;  in  fo  much 
that  even  the  befl  of  men  acknowledge,  that  in  their 
flefh  dwelleth  no  good  thing ;  that  their  lips,  and  their 
hearts,  are  unclean.  How  joyful  then  mud  have  been 
the  tidings  here  announced  to  the  prophet,  '  Thy  fin 
*  is  purged  V  What  an  infpired  apoftle  affirms,  con- 
cerning pardon  of  fin,  we  may  with  equal  juftice  af- 
fert,  with  refpeft  to  purification  from  fin :  he  faith, 
Without  ftiedding  of  blood  there  is  no  remiffion ;  to 
this  we  may  add,  Without  ftiedding  of  blood  there  is 
no  fan&ification.  It  is  the  office  of  Jefus  Chrift,  the 
great  High-prieft  of  our  profeflion,  who  purifies  unto 
himfelf  a  peculiar  people,  zealous  of  good  works,  to 
cleanfe  and  fanctify  his  church.  This  bleffed  work  he 
performs  through  fan&ification  of  the  Spirit  unto  obe- 
dience, and  the  fprinkling  of  his  blood,  which  cleanf- 
eth  from  all  fin ;  and,  upon  this  occafion,  it  was 
eminently  advanced  in  Ifaiah,  as  the  celeftial  intelli- 
gence declared.  Thus  God  purged  our  prophet's  fin, 
'  removed  acknowledged  pollution  of  heart  and  lips, 
and  confecrated  him  to  the  difficult  fervices  which  he 
was  about  to  affign  him.— ——Though  this  is  God's 
own  proper  work,  and  the  effeft  of  his  diftinguiflung 
favour,  he  invites  us  to  co-operate  with  him :  he  re- 
quires us  to  do  more  than  we  are  able,  that  we  may 
feek  ability  from  him,  who  can  do  more  for  us  than 
we  can  afk  or  think,  and  who  works  all  our  works  in 

and 
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and  for .  us.  Senfible  that  though  the  mercy  flows 
from  him,  the  duty  is  ours,  let  us  cafl  away  all  our 
tranfgreflionB,  and  cleanfe  ourfelvcs  from  all  filthlneft 
of  flefli  and  fpirit^  perfecting  holinefe  in  the  fear  of 
God. 

■ 

8  Alfo  I  heard  the  voice  of  the  Lord,  faying, 
Whom  fhall  I  fend,  and  who  will  go  for  us  ? 
Then  faid  I,  here  am  I,  fend.  me. 

We  are  now  to  confider  the  third  part  of  this  vi* 
lion,  in  which  the  prophet,  after  his  confecration,  re* 
ceived  command  from  God  to  deliver  a  very  afflid- 

lng  meflage  to  the  JewHh  nation. By  what  he  had 

already  feen  and  heard,  his  mind,  formerly  troubled,  is 
compofed  and  invigorated ;  and  now  that  he  is  prepar- 
ed for  eminent  and  difficult  fervices,  he  is  not  allowed 
to  indulge  in  eafe  and  indolence,  but  is  to  be  imme- 
diately employed  in  executing  the  Commiffion  he  id 
going  to  receive  from  God.  He  had  already  heard 
the  voice  of  the  feraphim,  praifing  the  holinefs  and 
glory  of  Jehovah,  and  delivering  a  mod  agreeable 
meflage  to  him  from  heaven*  Now  he  hears  the 
voice  of  the  Lord  of  hofts,  whom  he  beheld  enthron- 
ed in  divine  majefty,  fpeaking  to  him  fo  as  to  make 
trial  of  his  affeftion  and  obedience.  In  fcripture,  a 
voice  is  fometimes  afcribed  to  God ;  and  he  is  faid  to 
fpeak,  when  he  gives  intimation  of  his  will,  in  what- 
ever way  he  maketh  known  his  mind,  which  he  al- 
ways does  in  a  manner  fuited  to  his  own  grandeur, 
and  the  capacity  of  the  creature.  What  peculiar 
marks  of  majefty  and  power  attended  tlte  voice  of  the 
Almighty  at  this  time,  by  which  our  prophet  difcern- 
ed  it  from  that  of  the  feraphs,  I  ftay  not  to  inquire, 
being  certain  that  he  was  fully  convinced  by  Satisfying 
demonftrations,  that  the  words  which  he  heard  pro- 
ceeded from  the  Lord  of  hofts.-  ■  The  inquiry  which 
attracted  his  attention  was  this  j 

Whom 
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Wbofn  Jhall  I  fend,  and  who  will  go  for  us  *  Thefe 
Words  do  not  fuppofe  doubtful  deliberation,  or  fluc- 
tuating uncertainty,  as  to  the  perfon  who  was  to  be 
employed  in  the  fervice  after  mentioned ;  but  have  a 
tnanifeft  allufion  to  the  cuftom  of  kings  and  princes, 
who  confult  as  to  the  mod  proper  perfon  to  be  in- 
truded with  a  commiffion  of  high  importance.  They 
plainly  intimate,  that  the  work  to  be  performed  was 
extremely  difficult,  arid  required  great  fidelity  and  for- 
titude in  him  who  was  to  be  employed  in  the  execu- 
tion of  it ;  that  very  few  were  equal  to  the  fervice ; 
and  that  God  would  not  commit  it  to  any  one,  who 
was  not  willing  and  ready  to  undertake  it  from  ar- 
dent affe&ion  to  his  higheft  Lord.  Befides,  they  af- 
forded Ifaiah  an  opportunity  of  declaring  his  imme- 
diate readinefs  to  perform  any  fervice  which  God 
would  be  pleafed  to  affign  him.  ■  In  the  latter  of 
thefe  inquiries,  there  is  a  remarkable  change  of  per- 
fon, from  the  lingular  to  the  plural  number,  which 
ought  not  to  efcape  our  notice ;  as  it  feems  to  inti- 
mate,' that,  in  the  perfect  limplicity  and  unity  of  the 
Godhead,  there  is,  in  fame  refpeft,  a  plurality,  which, 
in  this  manner,  is  often  hinted  in  fcripture,  and  in 
many  paffages  is  clearly  evinced.  This  is  a  very  fub- 
lime  fubjed,  upon  which  it  becomes  us  at  all  times 
lo  fpeak  with  the  greateft  modefty,  impreffed  with  a 
deep  fenfe  of  our  inability  to  comprehend  in  what 
manner  the  infinite  Jehovah  exifts.  Let  us  attend 
with  diligence,  humility,  and  meeknefs,  and  the  great- 
eli  deference,  to  every  information  that  is  given  of 
this  very  important  fubjefl:;  forming  £11  our  fentiments, 
and  founding  all  our  determinations,  entirely  upon 
the  revelation  which  God  hath  given  of  himfelf  in  his 
word.  In  confulting  thefe  lively  oracles,  I'obferve 
an  expreffion  fomewhat  fimilar  to  this  in  Genefis  i.  26. 
where  God  faid,  *  Let  us  make  man  in  our  image, 
€  after  our  likenefs.'  I  cannot  fuppofe  that  Jehovah 
there  addreffed  himfelf  to  angels,  who  had  no  hand 
in  creating  man  j  but  that  he  expreflkd  himfelf  thus, 

Z  z  'to 
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to  point  out  what  the  wife  man  requires  us  to  re- 
member, namely,  our  Creators  *  ;  the  Hebrew  word 
there,  as  well  as  here,  being  in  the  plural.  I  read  in 
Genefis  xi.  7.  that  the  Lord  God  faid,  *  Go  to,  let  us 

*  go  down,  and  there  confound  their  language.'  In 
Englifh,  one  perfon,  efpecially  a  great  perfonage, 
fometimes  ufes  the  plural  number,  to  give  dignity  and 
confequence  to  what  he  faith ;  but  it  is  otherwife  in 
the  Hebrew  tongue,  where  the  plural  number  is  not 
ufed,  that  I  know,  to  denote  honour  and  dignity, 
but  to  fignify  more  than  one.  Other  inftances  of 
this  mode  of  expreffion  might  have  been  added;  but 
enough  hath  been  fuggefted  to  gain  your  candid  at- 
tention to  a  circumftance  well  deferving  your  notice, 
who  fearch  the  fcriptures  with  earneft  defire  to  learn 
the  knowledge  of  the  Moft  High, 

Then  faid  /,  here  am  /,  fend  me.  Bleffed  reply  to 
the  voice  of  the  Lord.  The  words  clearly  exprefs  the 
prophet's  willingnefs  to  obey  the  divine  command, 
whatever  it  might  be ;  and  to  execute  the  work  af- 
figned  him,  however  arduous  it  might  prove.  He 
does  not  afk,.  Where  he  was  to  be  fent,  to  whom  he 
was  to  go,  or  what  meffage  he  was  to  carry  ?  but, 
like  a  faithful  fervant,  or  dutiful  fon,  he  waits  to  re- 
ceive the  commands  of  his  great  Lord,  and  heavenly 
Father ;  and  immediately,  without  limitation  or  de- 
lay, he  offers  his  fervices.  Warmed  by  heavenly  fire, 
and  inflamed  with  ardent  zeal  for  the  divine  glory, 
he  quickly  replies  to  the  voice  of  God,  Here  am  1, 
ready  to  execute  thy  orders ;  fend  me  to  perform  any 
piece  of  fervice  thou  pleafeft ;  aflign  me  my  ftation, 
point  out  my  bufmefs,  and  I  (hall  endeavour  to  dis- 
charge it  with  alacrity  and  fidelity,  repofing  unfufpedt- 
ing  confidence  in  the  afliftance  of  thy  grace.  Our  pro- 
.  phet  itands  in  diftinguifhed  eminence  above  all  his  fel- 
low-fervants,  in  refpe£t  of  promptitude  in  engaging  in 
the  work  of  Qod.  Mofes  and  Jeremiah,  deeply  affe&ed 

•  •  *  Ecclef.  xti.  1. 
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■with  their  unworthinefs  and  infufficiency,  dilcovered, 
at  firft,  fome  reluftance  in  undertaking  the  difficult  fer- 
vices  to  which  (iod  appointed  them ;  whereas  Ifaiah, 
after  his  iniquity  was  taken  away,  like  the  angels  who 
excel  in  ftrength,  and  do  his  commandments,  hearken- 
ed to  the  voice  of  the  Lord,  and  flood  in  readinefs  to 
fulfil  his  pleafure.— — What  a  noble  example  is  here 
prefented  to  view,  of  the  cheerful  fubmiffion  of  a 
Chriftian,  whofe  heart  and  mouth  ought  always  to  echo 
obedience  to  the  calls  and  commands  of  God !  When 
thou,  O  Lord,  didft  fay,  Seek  ye  my  face ;  my  heart 
replied,  Thy  face,  Lord,  will  I  feek  above  all  things. 
When  thou  calleft,  1  will  anfwer ;  when  thou  ftretch- 
eft  out  thy  hand,  I  will  regard ;  when  thou  com- 
mandeft,  I  will  obey.  When  thou  faidft,  Whom  (hall 
I  fend  ?  Then  faid  I,  Here  am  I,  fend  me.  Lord, 
what  wilt  thou  have  me  to  do  ?  Speak,  Lord,  thy 
fervant  heareth.  Such  ought  to  be  the  language  of 
each  of  our  hearts,  and  fuch  the  obedience  of  every 
one  of  us  through  every  period  of  life. 

g-%  And  he  faid,  Go  and  tell  this  people, 
Hear  ye  indeed,  but  underftand  not ;  and  fee  ye 
indeed,  but  perceive  not. 

Ifaiah's  offer  of  fervices  is  accepted,  and  he  receives 
his  commiffion  and  authority  from  the  Lord  of  hofls, 
who  acquaints  him  with  the  meffage  which  he  orders 
him  to  go  and  deliver  to  the  Jews.  ■  1  am  going  to 
remark  what  fome  of  you  may  perhaps  have  obferv- 
ed,  that  the  apoftle  Paul,  when  at  Rome,  expounding 
the  kingdom  of  God  to  thofe  who  came  to  his  lodg- 
ing, concluded  his  difcourfes  by  quoting  this  fcripture, 
with  a  remarkable  variation  *  :  4  Well  ipake  the  Holy 

♦  Ghoft,  by  Efaias  the  prophet,  unto  our  fathers,  foy- 

*  ing,  Go  unto  this  people,  and  fay,*  £sf r.  As  the  glory 
ef  Jehovah,  which  our  prophet  law,  was  the  glory  of 


*  .Afts  X*viii.  25,  26,  27V 
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Jefus  Chrid,  according  to  the  apoftlc  John ;  fo  the 
voice  of  the  Lord,  which  Ji£  heard,  was  the  voice  of 
gthe  Holy  Ghod,  according  to  the  apoftle  Paul.*  ■  ■ 
The  commiffion  given  to  Ilaiah  is  in  thefe  words,  Go 
tell  this  people.  Every  word  here  merits  our  attention. 
Go  from  this  place,  in  which  thou  haft  been  favoured 
with  a  vilion  of  my  glory,  of  the  fublime  exercifes 
and  cheerful  obedience  of  my  minifters ;  in  which 
alfo  thou  haft  received  fuch  marks  of  my  favour,  and 
communications  of  my  grace,  as  may  furnifli  thee  for 
the  important  fervices  upon  which  I  now  fend  thee 
to  this  people  among  whom  thou  dwelled.  Remark, 
God  does  not  call  them,  as  on  many  other  occalions, 
his  people,  but  this  people;  thus  difowning  his  rebu 
tion  to  them,  and  teftifying  his  juft  difpleafure  againft 
them,  on  account  of  their  wicked  abufe  of  the  high 
privileges  which  for  long  time  they  had  enjoyed.  In 
a  fimilar  manner  he  had  formerly  fpoken  of  them  to 
his  lervant  Mpfes,  after  they  had  fallen  into  idolatry ; 

*  Go,*  faid  he,  *  get  thee  down ;  for  thy  people  which 

*  thou  broughteft  out  of  the  land  of  Egypt,  have  cor- 
c  rupted  themfelves  *.'  Here  our  prophet  is  ordered 
faithfully  to  inform  his  countrymen,  by  word  or  writ-* 
ing,  of  the  meffage  with  which  he  is  intruded ;  to  - 
conceal  no  part  of  it,  however  fevere  it  might  feem  to 
him  5  but  to  deliver  the  whole  with  courage  and  firm- 
nefs,  as  became  the  meffenger  of  the  Lord  of  liofts, 

Hfar  ye  indeed,  but  under/land  not.  What  is  con- 
tained in  this  and  the  following  verfe,  is  five  times 
cited  by  the  writers  of  the  New  Teftament,  befide 
being  once  referred  to  in  the  Epiftle  to  the  Romans. 
The  people  to  whom  the  prophet  was  fent  with  this 
meffage,  had  been  intruded  for  many  age$  with  the 
oracles  of  God.  To  them  were  made  known  his  fta- 
tutes  and  his  judgments,  his  ordinances  and  his  laws, 
With  the  greateft  magnificence  and  folemnity,  he 
publifhed  his  law  from  Mount  Sinai  in  the  ears  of 

r 
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their  fathers,  who  were  commanded  diligently  to 
teach  what  they  heard  to  their  children,  and  their 
childrens  children.  They  had  alfo  enjoyed  for  a  long 
period  the  miniftry  of  the  prophets,  whom  God.  raifed 
up  among  them  in  continued  fucceffion,  from  Mofes 
10  John  the  Baptift,  who  were  employed  in  commu- 
nicating, explaining,  and  inculcating  the  will  of  God; 
and  with  fuch  affiduity,  that  they  rofe  up  early,  and 
fat  up  late*  As  this  prophetic  vifion  looked  forward 
to  times  which  were  then  future,  to  thefe  important 
advantages  I  muil  add,  the  glorious  miniftry  of  the 
Son  of  God,  who  came  to  the  loft  flieep  of  the  houfe 
of  lfrael,  and  afted  as  a  minifter  of  the  circumcifion, 
for  the  truth  of  God  to  the  fathers.  Juftly  did  Mo* 
fes,  contemplating  the  privileges  they  had  already  en- 
joyed, an^d  thofe  which  they  had  in  profpeft,  addrefc 
them  in  this  animated  manner:  '  A(k  npw  of  the 
'  days  that  are  paft,  which  were  before  thee,  fince  the 
'  day  that  God  created  man  upon  the  earth,  and  afk 
'  from  the  one  fide  of  heaven  unto  the  other,  whether 
'  there  hath  been  any  fuch  thing  as  this  great  thing  is, 
'  or  hath  been  heard  like  it  ?  Did  ever  people  hear  the 
4  voice  of  God  fpeaking  out  of  the  midft  of  the  fire, 
*  as  thou  haft  heard,  and  live  *  ?  To  the  moft  impor- 
tant fubjefts  their  attention  was  frequently  demand* 
ed,  and  urged  by  the  moft  interefting  confiderations, 
which  the  prophets  never  failed  to  fuggefh 

Notwithftanding  thefe  fignal  advantages,  lfrael  was 
a  people  of  no  underftanding.  They  enjoyed  the  bed 
means  of  inftruftion,  but  they  reaped  little  or  no  real 
benefit  from  them :  they  iieither  underftood  the  im- 
port, nor  confidered  the  defign  of  what  they  heard. 
To  hear  with  underftanding  is  indifpenfably  neceffary, 
in  order  to  mens  profiting  by  what  they  hear ;  for 
unlefs  divine  truths  are  in  fome  meafure  underftood, 
they  can  neither  be  believed  nor  pra&ifed  as  they 
ought.     Spiritual  underftanding  of  the  will  of  God 

•  Pcutt  iv.  32,  33. 
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is  abfolutely  requifite  to  walking  worthy  of  him  unto 
all  well-pleafing,  and  to  (hew,  that,  in  aiFe&ion  and 
practice,  objefts  occupy  their  proper  place  and  order. 
The  vaft  importance  of  people's  underftanding  what 
they  hear,  our  blefled  Saviour  frequently  inculcated 
upon  thofe  who  attended  his  miniflry.  He  often  in- 
troduced his  fubjeft,  by  calling  upon  them  to  hear 
and  underftand :  after  difcourfing  to  them,  he  fome- 
times.  aiked,  If  they  underftbod  what  they  heard  ?  he 
blamed  them  if  thev  did  not  underftand,  and  com- 
mended  thofe  who  were  fo  happy  as  know  the  things 
which  were  freely  given  them  of  God.  The  bulk  of 
the  Jewifh  nation  correfponded  to  the  defcription 
here  given  of  them :  they  were  deftitute  of  fpiritual 
underftanding  in  the  law  of  God,  which  they  mifm- 
terpreted,  and  made  void  through  their  traditions ; 
they  had  little  or  no  acquaintance  with  the  reality'and 
excellence  of  heavenly  objects.— Alarmed  by  the 
awful  judgments  to  which  this  people  expofed  them- 
felves,  by  not  underftanding  what  they  heard,  do 
you,  my  brethren,  ftudy  to  be  attentive,  intelligent 
hearers  of  divine  truths,  and  well  acquainted  with  the 
word  of  God,  and  the  feveral  parts  of  which  it  is  com- 
pofed.  For  this  purpofe,  never  interpret  fcripture  in 
a  fenfe  contrary  to  the  dictates  of  found  reafon,  incon- 
fiftent  with  the  plain  drift  of  the  paflage,  compared' 
with  other  texts,  or  the  connexion  in  which  it  ftands. 
Explain  words  and  phrafes  not  always  in  the  meaning 
they  bear  in  common  converfation,  but  thaLin  which 
they  are  ufed  in  other  places  of  fcripture :  underftand 
them  literally,  when  they  will  bear  this  fenfe ;  and 
figuratively,  when  you  find  it  neceflary.  Make  fuch 
abatements  from  general  expreffions,  fuch  excep- 
tions to  them,  and  allowances  for  the  whole  manner 
of  fpeaking,  as  you  perceive  the  nature  of  the  fub- 
je&,  and  the  cuftom  of  the  facred  writers  demand. 
Think  not  you  have  done  with  a  paflage  of  fcripture 
as  foon  as  you  underftand  it ;  your  principal  work  ia 
yet  before  you,  to  feel  its  divine  influence,  and  difplay 

it* 
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its  divine  efficacy,  to  have  an  experimental  fenfe  and 
feeling  of  the  interfiling  fubjefts  of  which  it  treats  #. 
With  the  greateft  earneftnefs  fupplicate  the  Father  of 
lights,  to  illuminate  your  understanding  in  the  know- 
ledge of  his  truth;  adopting  the  words  of  the  royal 
pfalmift,  Give  me  underf  landing,  and  I  fhall  keep  thy 
law,  yea,  I  fhall  obferve  it  with  my  whole  heart. 
Then  may  you  hope  to  read  and  hear  with  under- 
ftanding. 

And  fee  ye  indeed,  but  perceive  not.     The  great  ob- 
jects which  were  prefented  to  the  view  of  this  people, 
to  which  the  prophet  here  refers,  were,  the  aftoniftu 
ing  wonders  which  were  wrought  before  their  eyes, 
the  many  terrible  judgments  inflifted  upon  their  ene- 
mies,   the   fignal   victories   with   which   they  were 
crowned,  the  glorious  deliverances  and  remarkable 
interpositions  of  kind  providence  in  their  behalf.     Of 
thefe  things  Mofes  often  reminded  them ;  and  efpe- 
cially  before  his  death,  when  he  called  unto  all  Ifrael, 
and  faid  unto  them,  '  Ye  have  feen  all  that  the  Lord 
'  did  before  your  eyes  in  the  land  of  Egyptj  unto 
'  Pharaoh,  and  unto  all  his  fervants,  and  unto  all 
c  his  land ;  the  great  temptations  which  thine  eyes 
'  have  feen,  the  figns  and  thofe  great  miracles  f.'   In 
after  periods,  new  wonders  were  from  time  to  time 
exhibited  to  their  view ;  furprifing  conquefts,  through 
the  favour  of  heaven,  they  obtained ;  many  narrow 
efcapes  did  they  make  from  deftrudtion,  and  unex- 
pected ways  were  opened  for  their  return  from  capti- 
vity.    And  in  the  lattet  days,  after  the  great  Meffiah 
made  his  appearance  among  them,  they  were  eye- 
witnefles  of  his  ftupendous  miracles  of  grace  for  the  fal- 
vation  of  men,  and  the  eftablifhment  of  his  kingdom 
upon  earth :  they  beheld  illuftrious  diiplays  of  omni- 
potence and  compaflion,  confpicuoijs*  proofs  of  the. 
divine  prefence  and  glory,  and  the  great  light  of  the 
glorious  gofpel  which  then  fprung  up.   They  faw  and 

• 
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heard  thofc  things  which  maiiy  prophet^  and  righ* 
tcous  men  defired  in  vain  to  fee  and  hear,  as  our 
Lord  informed  them  V 

Though  they  beheld  the  wonderful  works  of  .God, 
the  bulk  of  them  had  no  fpiritual  perception  of  their 
excellence  and  glory,  no  juft  fenfe  of  their  worth  and 
importance;  nor  did  they  perceive  the  rich  mani- 
feftations  of  the  power  and  glory  of  Jehovah,  which 
»were  therein  prefented  to  their  view,  fo  as  to  honour 
and  obey  him.  The  correft  tafle  of  which  highly 
cultivated  minds  are  poffeffed,  enables  them  to  form 
juft  fentiments  of  natural  beauty,  to  difcern  fublimity 
of  thought,  elegance  of  ftyle,  propriety  and  graceful- 
nefs  of  good  conduft.  In  like  manner,  the  fpiritual 
perception,  with  the  want  of  which  this  people  ate 
here  charged,  gives  a  fpiritual  tafte  for  moral  beauty, 
a  high  rehfh  for  that  which  is  truly  excellent,  and 
a  juft  difcernment  of  the  beauty  and  defign  of  the 
works  and  word  of  God.  Deftitute  of  this  principle, 
the  great  part  of  the  Jewifh  nation  did  not  obferve  the 
hand  of  God  in  the  remarkable  difpenfations  of  his 
providence,  though  eminently  confpicuous  in  every 
ftep  by  which  he  conducted  them ;  they  did  not  per* 
ceive  the  dignity  and  glory  of  the  Meffiah ;  they  were 
blind  to  all  the  wonderful  proofs  which  he  gave  of  his 
divine  million,  of  his  amiable  condefcenfion,  and  con* 
fummate  ability,  to  perform  the  whole  work  of  a 
complete  Saviour.  The  confequences  were,  that  they 
remained  in  great  meafure  ignorant  of  the  admirable 
difplays  of  the  divine  attributes  which  they  beheld  j 
they  were  deftitute  of  fan&ifying  knowledge,  of  the 
devout  exercifes  of  the  heart,  and  facred  confolations, 
to  all  of  which  fpiritual  perception  is  certainly  requi- 
site.-——Endeavour  to  acquire  this  fpiritual  percep- 
tion, under  the  teaching  of  God,  in  the  faithful  im- 
provement of  the  advantages  you  enjoy.  The  illu- 
mination of  the  underftanding,  which  is  absolutely 

+  'Matth.  xiii.  17. 
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liecefiary  for  this  purpofe,  proceeds  from  the  Father 
of  glory;  and  therefore  to  him  you  mull  earneftly 
apply  for  it.  And  that  nothing  may  be  wanting  upon 
your  part,  diligently  ftudy  your  Bible,  which  is  the 
appointed  mean  of  fpiritual  improvement,  the  perfect 
ftandard  of  fpiritual  perception,  and  the  great  repofi- 
tory  of  divine  knowledge,  from  whence  you  may 
bring  forth  to  view  the  wonderful  things  which  this 
people  faw,  and  yet  did  not  perceive,  I  am  the  more 
anxious  about  your  diligence  in  this  matter,  that  I  fee 
before  me,  in  the  following  verfe,  a  very  alarming 
event  foretold,  as  the  effett  of  not  under  (landing  and 
perceiving  the  providences  and.  truths  of  God*  ■ 
This  prediction  began  to  be  fulfilled  in  the  days  of 
Ifaiah,  and  the  following  prophets ;  and  was  after- 
ward more  fully  accomplished,  under  the  miniftry  of 
Jefus  Chrifl  and  his  apoftles.  The  Jews  heard  the 
difcourfes  which  thefe  illiiftrious  perfons  delivered, 
but  did  not  underftand  aright  their  meaning  and  de- 
fign.  They  faw  with  their  bodily  eyes  the  many 
miracles  which  thefe  fervants  of  Jehovah  performed, 
but  they  perceived  not  the  proofs  which  they  afford* 
ed  of  their  divine  miilion,  nor  the  truth  and  import- 
ance of  their  do&rine. 

10  Make  the  heart  of  this  people  fat,  and 
make  their  ears  heavy,  and  fhut  their  eyes  :  left 
they  fee  with  their  eyes,  and  hear  with  their 
ears,  and  underftand  with  their  heart,  and  con- 
vert, and  be  healed 

The  prophet  is  ordered  to  fpretel  the  terrible  fpi- 
ritual judgments  which  God  was  about  to  inflidt 
upon  the  people  to  whom  he  was  fent.  ■  The  heart 
here  mentioned,  is  not  to  be  underftood  in  its  literal, 
but  in  its  metaphorical  fenfe;  denoting  the  whole 
foul,  with  all  its  various  faculties,  which  being  difor- 
dered  and  vitiated  by  corrupt  principles  and  bad  ha- 
bits, are  unfit  for  performing  their  proper  fun&ions. 

3  A  T° 
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To  this .  laft  circumftance  I  would  have  you  advert  \ 
for  the  heart  of  this  people  mufl  have  been  greatly 
depraved,  otherwife  we  cannot  fuppofe  that  God 
would  have  fent  the  prophet  to  make  it  fat  or  grofs. 
This  exprefficn  mull  likewife  be  interpreted  in  its 
figurative  feme ;  fignifying  ftupidity,  fottiihnefs,  and 
incapacity  of  underftanding  the  true  import  and  de* 
fign  of  what  was  feen  and  heard*  To  produce  this 
deplorable  ftate  of  mind,  nothing  contributes  more 
than  fenfuality,  and  the  immoderate  ufe  of  prefent 
enjoyments  in  time  of  external  profperity.  If  fenfibi- 
lity,  according  to  the  opinion  of  fame,  is  principally 
feated  in  the  bowels,  we  may,  without  much  difficul- 
ty, afcertain  the  import  of  the  words,  Make  the  heart 
of  this  people. fat.  Let  them  become  infenfible,  and 
unaffetted,  both  with  the  mercies  and  judgments  of 
God.— — And  make  their  ears  heavy.  By  the  ears, 
feem  here  to  be  meant  the  powers  of  the  mind,  by 
which  attention  is  given  to  the  nature,  importance, 
and  dcfign  of  divine  truths. '  In  hearing  aright,  fo  as 
to  profit  by  inftruftion,  the  mind,  as  well  as  the  ear, 
mult  be  employed.  Careful  attention,  fpiritual  un- 
derftanding, futtabie  affe&ion,  and  the  exercife  of  va- 
rious graces,  fuch  as  faith  and  meeknefs,  are  all  ne- 
ceflary.  The  ears,  in  this  fenfe,  were  to  be  made 
heavy,  dull,  and  inadtive  \  in  confequence  of  which, 
they  were  not  to  attend  diligently  to  the  things  that 
were  fpoken  to  them  by  the  Lord ;  they  were  not  to 
confider  their  high  importance,  or  intereft  in  them ; 
nor  to  treafure  them  up  in  their  hearts,  fo  as  to  derive 

fpiritual  benefit  from  them. And  Jhut  their  eyes. 

The  eyes  of  the  underftanding,  I  fuppofe,  are  here  in- 
tended, by  which  fpiritual  objefts  are  contemplated, 
and  neceffary  acquaintance  with  them  is  acquired. 
Thefe  eyes,  were  dire&ed  to  be  (hut,  or  clofed ;  in 
confequence  whereof,  this  people  did  not  know  aright 
the  things  freely  given  them  of  God,  nor  did  they 
form  juft  fentiments  concerning  them :  they  faw  the 
llupendous  miracles  that  were  wrought  among  them  i 

but 
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but  the  Lord  did  not  give  them  a  heart  to  perceive, 
nor  eyes  to  fee,  nor  ears  to  hear,  to  this  day  *. 

After  what  you  have  heard,  are  you  furprifed  that 
the  Lord  of  hofts  Ihould  have  delivered  this  commif- 
fion  to  the  prophet  ?   Why,  my  brethren,  the  people 
to  tf  horn  he  w&s  fent,  had  forfeited  their  hearts,  their 
ears,  and  their  eyes.     They  were  foolifhly  puffed  up 
by  the  form  of  knowledge  they  retained ;  they  were 
unthankful  for  the  light  they  enjoyed ;  they  grofsly 
abufed  the  inftruttions  tKey  received,  and  obftmately 
perfifted  in ,  the  fins  for  which  they  were  reproved ; 
and  therefore,  you  muft  acknowledge,  that  it  was  juft  , 
in  God  to  hide  their  heart  from  underftanding.     As 
the  purification  of  the  heart,  and  the  opening  the 
ears  and  the  eyes,  are  attributed  to  God  in  fcripture, 
as  his  diftinguifhing  favours ;  fo  covering  the  heart 
with  fat,  making  the  ears  heavy,  and  fnutting  the 
eyes,  are  alfo  afcribed  to  him,  as  acts  of  his  righteous 
dominion,  ahd  judicial  procedure,  refpe&ing  thofe 
who  have  done  what  they  could  to  bring  themfelves 
into  this  condition,  by  rejefting  the  counfel  of  God, 
and  obftinately  perfifting  in  their  evil  ways.   This  ap- 
pears to  me  abundantly  evident,  from  many  j^affages 
both  in  the  Old  and  New  Teftament ;  among  thefe 
are  the  following,  which  you  may  eonfult  at  your 
leifure;    Exod,  iv.  21.  Deut.  ii.  30.  John  xif.  40; 
Rom.  i.  28.— —This  is  indeed  a  very  nice  point,  and 
requires  to  be  touched  with  great  tendernefs,  left,  by 
faying  too  much,  we  obfeure  the  divine  glory ;  or  fay 
too  little,  and  leave  the  fubjeft  involved  in  difficulty, 
and  expofed  to  abufe.     Certain  it  is,  that  God  doth 
not  communicate  any  wrong  propenfity  to  the  minds 
of  men  :  that  he  neither  commands,  perfuades,  or  ap- 
proves of  any  thing  that  contributes  to  render  the  hu- 
man heart  grofs  or  infenfible,  fchat  (huts  the  earg  and 
eyes  of  men,  and  prevents  them  from  underftanding 
his  word,  or  contemplating  his  works.    Some  things, 

*  Deut.  xxix.  4. 

however* 
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however,  concur  toward  this  event,  which  the  fcrip- 
tures  does  not  conceal ;  fuch  as,  the  removal  of  thofe 
reftraints  whereby  people  were  kept  from  fin;  accord* 
ing  to  what  God  faith  of  Ifrael,  '  I  gave  them  up  to 
(  their  own  hearts  luftj  and  they  walked  in  iheir 
c  own  counfels  *  :'  the  permiffion  given  to  Satan, 
who  18  the  chief  agent  in  this  bufinefs,  to  pqrvert  the 
mind  by  carnal  prejudices  and  affections ;  for  proof 
of  which,  you  may  compare  2  Sam.  xxiy.  1.  with 
1  Chron.xxi.  1.  If  you  really  think  that  I  have  af- 
figned  too  much  to  the  divine  agency  in  this  matter, 
you  are  at  full  liberty  to  fubtraft  whatever  in  con- 
fcience  you  apprehend,  in  this  representation,  is  too 
iirong,  and  to  for/n  your  judgment  upon  fcripture* 
evidence. 

Do  you  afk,  as  it  is  natural  you  fhould,  How  could 
Ifaiah,  a  man  of  like  paffions  with  us,  make  fat  the 
heart  of  this  people,  make  their  ears  heavy,  and  fhut 
their  eyes  ?  You  ought  to  know,  that,  ii>  the  flyle  of 
fcripture,  the  prophets  are  faid  to  perform  thofe  things 
which,  in  obedience  to  the  command  of  God,  they 
foretel  (hall  certainly  come  to  pafs.  In  this  fenfe,  they 
are  faid  to  plant  and  to  pluck  up,  to  build  and  pull 
down,  to  fave  and  deftroy,  to  fhut  up  heaven  and  to 
finite  the  earth,  to  make  fat  the  heart,  and  many 
great  things,  of  which  you  read  in  prophecy.  Two 
inftances  may  fuffice  at  prefent  to  illuftrate  and  con- 
firm this  remark,  which  contains  the  anfwer  to  the 
above  inquiry.  God  informs  the  prophet  Jeremiah, 
Chap.  i.  1  o.  l  See,  I  have  this  day  fet  thee  over  the 
*  nations,  and  over  the  kingdoms,  to  root  out,  and  to 
'  pull  down,  and  to  deftroy,  and  to  throw  down,  to 
4  build,  and  to  plant.'  One  would  think  this  com- 
million  was  more  fuited  to  a  Caefar ,  or  an  Alexander, 
or  fome  great  commander,  attended  with  vaft  armies, 
than  to  a  humble  prophet,  ,whom  his  countrymen 
confpired  to  deftroy.   This  unarmed  man  was  fent  to 

#  PfaL  lxxxi.  I2» 
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root  out  kingdoms,  and  deftroy  nations,  by  denounc- 
ing again  ft  them  defolating  judgments,  and  compli- 
cated calamities,  which  their  enormous  wickednefs* 
and  multiplied  tranfgreflions,  juftly  merited.  The 
prophet  Ezekiel,  Chap.  xliii.  3.  fpeaks  in  the  fame 
ftyle,  where  he  fays,  *  The  appearance  of  the  vifion 
4  which  he  few,  refembled  the  vifion  that  he  had  feen, 

*  when  he  came  to  deftroy  the  city ;'  that  is,  as  it  is 
rendered  in  the  margent  of  fome  Bibles,  when  he 
came  to  prophefy  that  the  city  fhould  be  deftroyed. 
In  like  manner  we  explain  our  prophet's  commiffion. 
He  did  not  make  the  heart  of  this  people  fat ;  he  did 
not  ftop  their  ears,  or  clofe  their  eyes ;  but  only  fore* 
told  that  thefe  judgments  fhould  befall  them,  becaufe 
they  had  for  long  time  (hut  their  eyes,  their  ears,  and 
their  hearts,  againft  mftru&ion. 

Left  they  fee  with  their  eyes*  and  hear  with  their  ears, 
and  under/land  with  their  hearty  and  convert,  and  be^ 
healed,  '  Everlafting  righteoufnefs,  O  Lord,  is  in  all  thy 
commandments.  True,  O  Lord,  and  righteous  are 
thy  judgments  *•  O  the  depth  of  the  riches  both  of 
the  wifdom  and  knowledge  of  God  I  how  unfearch* 
able  are  bis  judgments,  and  his  ways  paft  finding 
out !  For  who  hath  known  the  mind  of  the  Lord, 
or  who  hath  been  his  counfellor  ?  Or  who  hath  firft 
given  to  him,  and  it  (hall  be  recompenfed  to  him 
again?  For  of  him,  and  through  him,  and  to  him, 
are  all  things:  to  whom  be  glory  for  everf.'  I 
paufe,  I  hefitate  what  to  fay.  The  words  before  us 
plainly  intimate  a  very  momentous  truth;  namely, 
that  the  long-fuffering  patience  of  God,  exercifed  to* 
ward  tinners,  hath  its  bounds,  beyond  which  it  will 
not  extend ;  that  the  door  of  divine  mercy  (hall  be 
fliut  againft  thofe  who  obftinately  perfift  in  abufing 
the  riches  of  divine  goodneft,  and  in  turning  the  grace 
of  our  God  into  lafcivioufnefs.     (  And  we  are  Aire 

*  that  the  judgment  of  God  is  according  to  truth, 

*  Rev,  xvi,  7.  f  fyom.  xi.  33^—36. 
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*  againft  them  whb  commit  fuch  things  V  Perfons 
of  .this  description,  treafure  up  to  themfelves  wrath 
againft  the  day  of  wrath ;  and  have  no  profpeS  of 
being  converted  to  God,  and  healed  of  their  fpi ritual 
diftempers,— -Let  us  remember,  that  the  examples, 
as  well  as  do&rine*  and  predictions,  recorded  in  the 
Old  Teftament,  are  intended  to  convey  inftru&ion  to' 
us  under  the  New  Teftament.  Impreffed  by  this  in- 
terefting  confideration,  diligently  improve  the  word 
and  providences  of  God,  for  your  converfion,  and  the 
cure  of  your  inward  diforders.  Return  from  all  your 
tranfgreflions,  that  iniquity  may  not  prove  your  ruin : 
with  your  whole  hearts  return  unto  the  Lord,  from 
whom  you  have  deeply  revolted.  Earneftly  fuppli- 
cate,  that  he  may  heal  all  the  wounds  you  have  re- 
ceived by  fin ;  that  he  may  forgive  you  all  tret 
paffes,  afid  reftore  your  fouls  to  fpiritual  health, 
found nefs,  and  beauty.  No  difeafe  ever  reproached 
his  fkill,  or  refifted  his  power  ;  and  as  for  his  tender 
companion,  and  readinefs  to  relieve,  they  never  fail; 
Wiit  upon  him  then,  who  waits  to  be  gracious,  who 
delights  in  (hewing  mercy,  and  you  (hall  certainly  ex- 
perience his  kind  afiiftance,  and  feafonable  relief. 

» 

1 1  Then  faid  I;  Lord,  how  long  ?  And  he 
anfwered,  Until  the  cities  be  wafted  without  in- 
habitant, and  the  houfes  without  man,  and  the 
land  be  utterly  defolate. 

In  anfwer  to  his  requeft,  the  prophet  is  here  in- 
formed by  the  Mod  High,  of  the  continuance  and 
coftfequences  of  the  ^wful  fpiritual  judgments  he  was 

commanded  to  denounce  againft  the  Jews. You 

will  obferve,  that  Ifaiah  does  not  prefume  to  utter  a 
word  in  way  of  murmur  and  complaint,  with  refpeft 
to  the  affli&ive  difpenfations  of  divine  providence, 
which  were  the  fubjeft  of  the  meffage  he  received 

#  Rom.  ii.  2. 
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from  God.  He  reverences  and  adores  that  fove* 
reignty,  which  always  manifefts  an  inviolable  re- 
gard to  the  facred  -rights  of  juftice  and  equity,  and 
yet  never  fails  to  (hew  tender  compaffion  to  thofe  who 
expofe  themfelves  to  the  judgments  of  heaven.  An 
inftru&ive  teflon  this,  of  that  amiable  humility,  and 
profound  fubmiflion  to  the  will  of  God,  which  we 
ought,'  on  all  oecafions,  to  exprefs.  In  his  humble 
addrefs  to  Jehovah,  he  expreffeth  his  firm  belief,  that 
he  whom  he  acknowledged  as  Lord,  hath  an  un- 
queftionable  right  to  difpofe  of  all  perfons  and  events 
as  feemeth  good  in  his  fight.  The  import  of  his 
prayer  feems  to  be  this :  Since  thou,  the  great  Lord 
of  all,  hath  ordered  me  to  foretel  thefe  terrible  cala- 
mities, I  prefume  not  to  fay,  What  dofl  thou  ?  or  to 
doubt  of  the  red  it  tide  of  thy  difpenfations ;  but  as 
thou  haft  not  yet  declared  how  long  thy  difpleafure 
fhall  endure,  and  what  (hall  be  its  confequences,  per- 
mit me  humbly  to  afk,  How  long,  and  how  far  its 
effe&s  (hall  extend  ?  I  afk  this  queftion,  not  to  gratify 
vain  curiofity ;  but,  moved  with  pity  at  the  approach* 
ing  wretched  condition  of  this  people,  I  am  felicitous 
to  know  how  long  they  will  be  allowed  to  continue 
in  this  miferable  ftate.  To  this  modeft  petition  the 
prophet  received  the  following  anfwer,  from  him  who 
allows  notie  of  the  pofterity  of  Jacob  to  feek  his  face 
in  vain,  and  who  always  fulfils  the  juft  defire  of  them 
that  fear  him : 

Until  the  cities  be  wafted  without  inhabitant.  The 
Lord  plainly  declares,  that  the  judgments  he  had  em- 
ployed Ifaiah  to  foretel,  were  to  be  prolonged  until 
the  final  reje&ion,  and  the  general  difperiion,  of  this 
people  to  whom  he  was  fent ;  until  the  overthrow  of 
their  ftate,  and  the  defolation  of  their  land.  Thefe  ca* 
lamities  are  defcribed  in  feveral  particulars,  which  are 
fo  arranged  as  to  form  a  fort  of  climax,  wherein 
the  repreferitation  rifes  ftep  by  ftep,  until  it  reaches 
the  higheft  degree  of  defolation.  The  fpiritual  judg- 
ments already  mentioned,  were  to  be  attended  with 

very 
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vety  great  temporal  miferies.  Their  cities  were  to  be 
wafted  without  inhabitant.  Of  thefe,  as  well  as  of 
towns  and  villages/  there  were  vaft  numbers  in  Judea* 
The  Levites  alone,  you  recoiled,  had  forty-eight  ci- 
ties allotted  to  them,  though  they  were  to  have  no  in- 
heritance among  their  brethren.  The  cities,  in  gene- 
ral, feem  to  have  been  populous  and  flourifhing,  well 
fortified,  and  furnifhed  at  lead  with*  one  fynagogue. 
All  their  cities,  however  numerous  their  inhabitants, 
however  magnificent  their  buildings,  however  elegant 
their  houfes,  and  ftrong  their  fortifications,  were  to 
be  entirely  deftroyed,  and  left  without  inhabitant.— 
And  the  boufes  without .  man.  Cities  have  fometimes 
been  overthrown,  and  yet  fome  of  their  inhabitants 
have  been  left  to  poflefs  a  few  remaining  houfes  which 
have  efcaped  the  general  ruin.  But  fo  complete  was 
to  be  the  deftru&ion  of  the  cities  of  Judan,  at  the 
time  referred  to,  that  there  was  fcarcely  a  fingle  per- 
fon  to  be  left  in  them.  Thofe  who  did  not  defert 
their  habitations  through  fear,  were  to  be  killed,  or 
carried  away  captive  by  the  enemy ;  and  fo  ftri&ly 
were  the  few  remaining  houfes  to  be  fearched,  that 
no  perfon  almoft  could  avoid  the  general  calamity. 
Sometimes  when  cities  have  been  depopulated,  and 
houfes  demolHhed,  in  diftant  country  places,  and  in 
remote  corners  of  the  land,  a  few  people  kave  efcap- 
ed the  general  calamity;  but  in  the  event  referred  to, 
it  was  to  be  otherwife.— — A nd  the  land  be  utterly  de- 
flate* That  land'  which  was  the  glory  of  all  lands ; 
a  land  which  God  cared  for,  and  watched  over  conti- 
nually ;  a  pleafant,  a  holy,  and  fruitful  land,  which 
flowed  with  milk  and  honey,  which  abounded  with 
fountains  and  brooks  of  waters ;  a  land  of  wheat  and 
barley,  of  vines,  fig-trees,  and  pomegranates,  of  oil 
and  wine ;  a  land  whofe  (tones  were  •  iron,  and  in 
whofe  hills  was  brafs ;  where  nothing  was  wanting  to 
render  life  comfortable :  even  that  land  was  to  be  ut- 
terly defolate ;  or,  as  the  Hebrew  words  denote,  and 
are  rendered  in  the:  margent  of  fome  Bibles,  it  was  to 

become 
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become  defolate  with  defolation.  The  vineyards  were 
to  be  fpoiied,  the  gardens  were  to  be  laid  wafte,  and 
the  fields  were  to  remain  uncultivated,  fo  as  to  alford 
j'uft  reafon  fo*  adopting  the  mournful  complaint, 
4  Thy  holy  cities  are  a  wildernefs,  Zion  is  a  wilder- 
c  nefs,  Jerufalem  a  defolation.     Our  holy  and  our 

*  beautiful  houfe,  where  our  fathers  praifed  thee,  is 

*  burnt  up  with  fire :  and  all  our  pleafant  things  are 
k  laid  wafte  V 

ii  And  the  Lord  have  removed  men  far 
away,  and  there  be  a  gfeat  forfaking  in  the  midft 
of  the  land. 

In  this  verfe,  the  anfwer  given  by  the  Lord  to  our 

prophet's  requeft  is  continued. A  land  may  be  laid 

defolate,  and  its  inhabitants  led  captive  by  their  ene- 
mies into  neighbouring  countries,  from  which  they 
may  foon  return  to  their  native  foil.  To  prevent  ex- 
pectations of  this  fort,  this  people,  who  were  to  be 
difperfed  and  led  captive,  were  to  be  removed  far 
away  into  remote  regions  and  diftant  kingdoms,  from 
which  they  could  not  entertain  the  leaft  profpeft  of 
returning  home.  And  that  none  might  imagine  that 
this  calamity  was  to  be  mitigated  by  its  (hort  conti- 
nuance, it  is  added And  there  be  a  great  forfaking 

in  the  midft  of  the  land ;  or,  a  defolation  of  long  con- 
tinuance, which  was  to  be  lengthened  out,  until  the 
mod  populous  places  of  the  land  about  Jerufalem 
were  almoft  totally  deferted.  You  will  obferve,  that 
the  removal  of  men  far  away,  and  their  difperfion,  is 
here  attributed  to  the  Lord,  who  fends  defolation, 
and  every  othet  judgment  upon  wrcked  men,  whoever 
be  the  inftruments  that  he  employs.  The  Affyrian, 
and  afterward  the  Roman  armies,  marched  into  Ju- 
dea :  but  they  were  only  the  ftaff  in  his  hand,  where- 
with he  beat  the  men  of  Judah ;  and  the  axe,  where- 

*  Ifaiah  lxiv.  io,  xx. 

3  B  with 
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with  he  hewed  them.  We  are  apt  to  look  no  farther 
than  fecond  caufes,  and  to  attribute  our  perplexity 
and  diftrefs  wholly  to  them ;  and  therefore  we  are 
taught  here,  and  in  many  other  paffages  of  fcripture, 
that  they  are  under  the  dire&ion  of  God,  who  wound- 
eth  and  kilieth,  who  fendeth  war,  famine,  and  pefti- 
lf  nee  among  men,  as  the  juft  punifhment  of  their 
tranfgreffions. Thus  we  fee  that  fpiritual  judg- 
ments, and  temporal  calamities,  were  the  appointed 
portion  of  this  people,  in  confequence  of  their  obfti- 
nate  continuance  in  fin.  By  the  fpiritual  judgments 
with  which  they  were  vifited,  their  hearts  became  in- 
fenfible  to  the  evils  which  befell  them,  and  to  thofe 
which  were  threatened  to  be  inflifted  upon  them. 
They  neither  were  afraid  of  their  approach,  nor  en- 
deavoured to  prevent  them.  By  the  temporal  cala- 
mities with  which  they  were  affli&ed,  they  were  fe- 
verely  puniflied  for  their  folly :  they  were  inftru&ed 
in  the  neceflity  of  true  repentance,  and  the  danger  of 
tranfgreflion ;  and  are  fet  up  as  beacons,  to  warn  other 
people  of  thofe  fins  which  proved  their  ruin.  Behold 
therefore  the  goodnefs,  and  feverity  of  God :  on  them 
which  fell,  feverity ;  but  towards  thee,  goodnefs,  if 
thou  continue  in  his  goodnefs :  otherwife  thou  alfo 
flialt  be  cut  off.  Be  not  then  high-minded,  but  fear : 
for  if  God  fpared  not  the  natural  branches,  take  heed 

left  he  alfo  fpare  not  thee  *. Though  the  temporal 

miferies  mentioned  in  this  and  the  foregoing  verfe, 
befell  the  Jews  in  great  meafure  about  the  time  of  the 
Babylonifh  captivity,  they  experienced  them  in  a  far 
higher  degree  at  the  memorable  period  in  which  their 
cities  and  land  were  laid  defolate  by  the  Romans, 
when  thefe  predi&ions  received  their  completion. 

1 3  %  But  yet  in  it  Jhall  be  a  tenth,  and  // 
fhali  return,  and  fhall  be  eaten;  as  a  teil-tree, 
and  as  an  oak  whofe  fubftance  is  in  them,  when 

r 

*  Rom  xi,  20,  21,  22. 

they 
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they  call  their  leaves :  fo  the  holy  feed  Jball  be 
the  fijbftance  thereof. 

In  the  firft  part  of  this  verfe,  a  remarkable  xircum- 
ftance  is  mentioned,  refpecting  the  defolation  where-. 

with  the  land  of  Judea  was  to  be  vifited. The 

paffage  is  fomewhat  obfcure,  and  differently  explain- 
ed by  interpreters.  The  meaning,  as  I  apprehend,  is 
fimply  this:  Notwithftanding  the  general  difperfion 
and  deftru&ion  of  the  Jews  at,  the  time  to  which  this 
prophecy  refers,  about  a  tenth  part  of  them  fhould 
ftill  remain,  who  were  to  return  to  their  own  land, 
and  as  far  as  poflible  to  their  former  condition,  Thefe, 
however,  were  to  be  eaten ;  that  is,  as  thd  word  fome- 
times  denotes  *,  they  were  to  be  devoured  and  fwaU 
lowed  up  by  their  enemies,  to  whom  they  became  a 
prey.  This  fenfe  of  the  expreffion  correfponds  well 
to  the  two  gre?rt  events  to  which  it  is  fuppofed  to  re- 
fer, and  by  which  it  was  verified.  When  Nebuchad- 
nezzar carried  away  great  part  of  this  people  into 
captivity,  there  was  yet  a  tenth  remaining  in  the 
land,  the  poorer  fort,  who  were  left  to  be  vine-drsffers 
and  hufbandmen  under  Gedaliahf.  The  difperfcd 
Jews  gathered  themftlves  together  to  the  governor 
from  all  quarters,  and  fo  returned,  as  here  fortold ; 
but  after  the  death  of  Oedaliah,  they  mifcrably  perifh* 
ed.  When  the  predi&ion  was  afterward  more  emi- 
nently accompliffied,  in  the  diffolution  of  the  Jewifti 
commonwealth,  and  the  utter  defolation  of  the  land, 
by  the  deftriiftion  of  about  eleven  hundred  thoufand 
Jews,  a  fmall  refidue  of  them  was  ftill  left.  Thi& 
remnant  having  foon  greatly  multiplied,  near  half  as 
many  of  them  were  not  long  after  flain  under  the  em- 
peror Adrian.  Yet  after  thefe  and  other  dreadful' 
exterminations,  by  which  they  might  he  laid  to 
have  been  eaten  and  devoured,  we  fee,  with  aftoniftu 
ment,  that  the  ftock  ftill  remains,  from  which  God, 

*  See  Ecclef.  v.  xi.  and  Micah  iii.  3.     f  See  2  Kings xx*.  12.  22* 

according 
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according  to  his  promife,  will  caufe  his  people  to 
(hoot  forth  again,  and  to  flourifh.—^—r- Another  good 
meaning  may  be  given  to  the  words  under  confidera. 
tion,  if  the  return  fpoken  of  is  underftood  of  return 
to  God.  The  prediction  will  then  foretel  the  conver- 
fion  of  fome  few  of  the  Jews,  the  efcaped  of  Ifrael, 
and  them  that  were  left  in  Zion,  who,  by  means  of 
the  gofpel,  werfe  to  be  turned  from  lying  vanities,, 
to  the  faith  and  obedience  of  the  Meiliah,  in  the 
joyful  hope  of  participating  in  the  ineftimable  blef- 
fings  of  his  great  falvation.  Thefe  converts,  however, 
were  to  be  eaten  and  confumed  by  their  ferocious  per- 
fecutors ;  which  was,  in  fa&,  the  cafe,  as  we  learn 
from  the  hifiory  of  the  Ads  of  the  Apoflles. 
-  As  a  teil»tree%  and  as  an  oak,  whofe  fuhftance  is  in 
them,  when  they  caft  their  leaves.  By  a  well-known 
funilitude,  the  fubfequent  condition  of  the  Jews  is  here 
reprefented.  With  the  teil-tree,  I  fuppofe,  you  are 
unacquainted ;  and  you  are  likely  to  continue  fo,  for 
there  is  hardly  any  thing  lefs  certain  than  the  Hebrew 
names  given  in  fcripture  to  feveral  kinds  of  trees  and 
plants.  The  oak,  you  know,  whofe  fubftance  is  in 
it,  though  its  leaves  fall  off  in  the  end  of  harveft,  and 
it  appears  to  wither  and  die,  yea,  though  it  be  cut 
down  to  the  ground  by  the  hand  of  man,  yet  if  the 
flock  is  left,  from  thence  young  fprouts  will  grow  up* 
which,  in  procefs  of  time,  will  become  trees.  The 
Jewilh  nation  was  beautifully  reprefented  by  a  tree, 
and  with  great  propriety  compared  to  a  (lately  fprcad- 
ing  oak.  Like  a  tree,  it  was  firmly  rooted  and  efta- 
blifhed  in  the  earth,  fo  that  the  united  efforts  of  the 
mod  powerful  kingdoms  could  not  root  them  up. 
Like  the  flurdy  oak,  which  raifes  its  lofty  head  above 
other  trees,  and  widely  extends  its  branches,  it  was, 
highly  elevated  above  the  empires  and  ftates  with 
.<&  which  it  was  furrounded ;  its  power,  influence,  and 

reputation,  reached  far  and  near,  and  many  tookfheU 
ter  under  its  (hadow.  This  great  tree  was  cut  down, 
after  it  had  fhed  its  leaves ;  the  ftock  and  root  beini* 

left 
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left  in  the  ground,  like  an  oak  whofe  fubftanca  ia  in 
it,  it  (hall  again  {hoot  forth,  increafip,  ppd  flourifh. 
The  almighty  God  vill  yet  caufe  the  rQot  of  Jeffe  ta 
fpring  up,  and  bring  forth  many  righteous  branchest-r-i 
Let  us  admire  the  kindngfs  of  God,  who,  in  the  midll 
of  deferved  wrath,  remembers  mercy  5  and  who,  y/hU 
threatenings  of  deferved  judgments,  always  mixefl 
promifes  of  divine  confolation  to  his  faithful  people. 
The  land  of  Judea  wjis  to  be  l^ifl  wafte;  and  the  cities 
depopulated ;  and  confequentjy  the  ordinances  of  dw 
vine  worship  deferted :  in  this  prpfpeft,  what  (hall 
fupport  ths  dejefited  minds  of  God's  upright  fervants  ? 
Shall  they,  in  tfeep  defpondency,  take  up  Balaam's 
parable,  and  fay,  '  Who  fhall  live  whejj  God  doth 
6  this  #  ?  No :  thQiigh  all  thcfe  direful  events  were 
certainly  to  happen,  yet  this  people,  (hough  cut  dowi^ 
(hall  again  grow  like  an  oak,  or  a  tei{?tree.  There  is ' 
hope  of  this  tree;  though  it  be  cut  down,  it  will 
fprout  again. 

For  the  holy  feed  (hql\  be  the  fubjiqnce  thereof.  By 
the  holy  feed,  may  be  meant  the  pofterity  of  Abra- 
ham, who  were  alfo  the  children  of  God, '  3  feed  who 

*  ferve  him,  who  (hall  be  a£cpunte{l  to  the  Lord  for 

*  a  generation  Y  Thefe  holy  ones,  tyhom  God  fee 
apart  for  himfelf,  aud  preferved  from  the  general  cois 
ruption,  were  the  fubftance  of  the  Jewifli  nation, 
Thfey  were  to  it  what  the  fap  is  to  the  tree ;  they  were 
as  the  fait,  which  preferved  it  from  univerfal  corrupt 
tion;  they  were  the  light,  which  ijluminated  thq 
world ;  the  ele&,  on  whofe  account  calamities  yrer$ 
mitigated,  and  evil  days  (hortened.  Such  perfonp  ar? 
a  public  mercy,  and  a  general  bleffing.  By  their  falu^ 
tary  counsels,  their  good  examples,  and  earned  pray* 
ers,  they  never  fail  to  prove  a  mo(t  fubitantial  benefit 
to  fociety,  being  often  the  happy  inftruments  of  avert* 
ing  judgments,  and- obtaining  deliverances  for  the  na^ 
tion  to  which  they  belong.     Tfce  ftrength  and  fafety 

*  Numb.  xx}v.  33.  I  Pfql.  %xiu  30. 

of 


/ 


384  LECTURES  on  the        Chap.  VI. 

of  kingdoms  may  frequently  be  afcribed,  under  God, 
not  fo  much  to  the  wifdom  of  ftatefmen,  to  the  valour 
6f  foldiers,  to  fortifications  upon  land  or  navies  at  fea, 
to  union  at  home  or  allies  abroad,  as  to  the  more 
powerful  influence  of  thofe  who,  in  the  words  before 
us,  are  faid  to  be  the  fubftance  of  the  nation.— Or, 
by  the  holy  feed,  the  great  Meffiah  may  be  intended, 
who  was  the  illuftrious  perfon  promifed  to  the  pa- 
triarch Abraham, 4  in  whom  all  the  families  of  the  earth 
were  to  be  bleffed  *  ;*  and  to  David,  *  as  the  fruit  of 
*  his  body,  whom  God  would  fet  upon  his  throne  f  / 
Mod  juftly  does  he  merit  the  charafiker  of  holy,  oa 
account  of  the  fpotlefs  purity  of  his  nature,  the  per- 
feft  innocence  of  his  life,  and  the  unblemiftied  good- 
nefs  of  his  aftions.  This  root  and  offspring  of  David 
is  the  fubftance  of  the  Jewifli  nation,  to  whom  all 
their  types  and  figures  ultimately  referred,  from  whom 
all  the  numerous  branches  of  righteoufnefs  fhall  arife, 
through  whom  all  the  promifes  of  grace  given  them 
fliall  receive  their  accomplifhment,  and  by  whom  all 
the  faints  are  preferved.  This  holy  feed  may  conti- 
nue long  undifcerned  among  that  people,  like  the  fap 
of  a  tree  in  winter,  which  produces  no  vifible  effed ; 
but  when  the  time  to  favour  them  fhall  come,  which 
fliall  be  as  life  from  the  dead,  they  (hall  bud  and  blof- 
fom,  and  fill  the  face  of  the  earth  with  fruit. 

Thus  far,  my  friends,  through  the  help  of  God,  I 
have  advanced  in  my  Leftures  upon  the  Prophecies  of 
Ifaiah.  How  I  have  fucceeded  in  this  attempt,  and 
.what  benefit  you  have  derived  from  thefe  exercifes, 
you  ought  ferioufly  to  confider.  So  far  as  I  am  fen- 
$ble,  I  have  not  amufed  you  with  empty  fpeculations ; 
I  have  not  furnifhed  you  with  fubjefts  of  controverfy 
and  debate,  nor  with  weapons  for  cenfure  and  abufe. 
My  fole  aim  hath  been,  to  render  you  wifer,  and  ho- 
lier, and  better,  that,  through  patience,  and  comfort 
of  the  fcriptures,  you  might  have  hope,— — Recolle& 

*  Gen.  xii.  3.  f  P&l*  cxxxii.  it. 

how 
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x 

how  you  have  received  and  heard,  of  what  fins  you 
have  been  convinced  and  reproved,  in  what  duties 
you  have  been  inftru&ed,  againft  what  dangers  you 
have  been  warned,  .with  what  threatenings  you  have 
been  alarmed,  what  confolations  you  have  had  admi- 
niftered,  and  wfiat  grateful  acknowledgments  you  owe 
to  the  God  of  your  mercies.  Refleft  what  fenfe  you 
have  acquired  of  the  holinefs  and  glory  of  Jehovah^ 
of  your  own  finfulnefs,  arid  your  nee^  of  the  falvatioil 
of  Jefus  Chrift,  and  the  fan&ifying  grace  of  the  Holy 
Spirit,  Humbly  entreat  that  the  divine  blefling  may 
accompany  what  you  have  already  heard,  and  that  we 
may  enjoy  the  divine  afliftance  and  prefence  in  the 
whole  of  ourprogrefs  through  this  facred  book.  *  Now 

*  the  God  of  peace  who  brought  again  from  the  dead 
c  our  Lord  Jefus,  that  great  Shepherd  of  the  flieep, 
4  through  the  blood  of  the  everlafting  covenant,  make 
4  you  perfect  in  every  good  work,  to  do  his  wilf, 

*  working  in  you  that  which  is  well-pleafing  in  his 
c  fight,  througn  Jefus  Chrift  j  to  whom  be  glory  for 

*  ever  and  ever.  Amen.' 


PREL1MI- 
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Wp  at  fc  how  going  to  confiddr  the  fifth  and  lad 
part  of  the  difcourfe  contained  in  the  firft 
twelve  chapters  of  this  prophecy ;  which  is  compofed 
of  a  variety  of  excellent  matter,  that  is  partly  dottri- 
fcal,  partly  prophetical,  and  partly  condolatory.  It 
may  be  divided  into  five  JeSions,  in  the  following 
manner :  The  firft  is  comprifed  in  the  feventh  chap- 
ter :  the  fecond  comprehends  the  eighth  chapter,  and 
the  firft  feven  verfes  of  chapter  ninth :  thfc  third  ex- 
tends from  chapter  ninth,  verfe  7th,  to  the  5th  verfe 
of  the  tenth  chapter :  .the  fourth  includes  the  5th,  and 
following  verfes  of  chapter  tenth,  to  the  end ;  and  the 
fifth  is  contained  in  the  eleventh  and  twelfth  chapters* 
The  fifrft  of  thefe  fections,  on  which  we  are  now  en- 
tering,  defcribes  the  future  fortunes  of  the  Jewifii  na- 
tion, as  they  ftood  conne&ed  with  the  kingdoms  of 
Ifrael  and  Syria.  Pekah,  king  of  Ifrael,  had  entered 
into  an  unnatural  confederacy  with  kezin,  king  of  Sy- 
ria, againft  Judah.  In  the  days  of  Jotham,  and  in  the 
beginning  of  the  reign  of  Ahaz,  they  united  their 
forces,  and  invaded  that  kingdom  with  a  powerful  ar- 
mv,  threatening  to  dethrone  and  deftroy  the  family 
of  David.  The  king,  and  royal  family  of  Juduh, 
feized  with  confirmation  on  hearing  of  their  hoftile 
defigns,  inftead  of  fupplicating  prote&ion  and  fup- 
port  from  the  God  of  their  fathers,  thought  of  calling 
in  the  king  of  Affyria  to  their  afliftance.  In  this  cri- 
tical emergency,  the  Lord  of  hofts  was  gracipufly 
pleafed  to  fend  his  fervant  Ifaiah  to  comfort  them  in 
their  perplexity  and  diftrefs ;  with  the  allurance,  that 
he  would  certainly  accompliih  his  promifes  to  David 
and  his  houfe,  and  fruftrate  the  inimical  intentions  of 
the  two  kings  who  had  confpired  againft  them. 
The  chapter  before  us,  begins  with  an  hiftoricaL 
'  account  of  the  occafion  which  gave  rife  to  this  pro- 
phecy, 


'■  "  -     *  '       [    387  '  ]        '  '  " 

phecy,  lit  ver.  i.  and  a.  Then  follows  apredi&ion 
of  the  ill  fuccefs  that  fhould  attend '  the  expedition 
of  Ifrael  and  Syria  againft  Judah,  which  was  to  ter- 
minate in  their  deftru^iiorv;  of  the,  certain  accom- 
pliihmenr  of  which,  God  was  to  give  them  a  figny 
ver.  3.*—  r6*  From  thence  to  the  end  of  the4  chapter, 
the  deflating  calamities  are  foretold,  which' were  to 
be  infli&ed  upon  the  king  and  people  of  Judah  by  the? 
AflTyrians,  whom  they  hired  to  their  afliibnce. 


Chat;  vii. 


*     •-« 


AND  itqime  to  pjifs  in  theilay-s  of  Ahazthe 
fon  of  Jotham,  the  foa  of  Uzziah  king  of 
of  Judah,  thai  Rezin  the  king  of  Syria,  and  Pe- 
kah  the  fon  of  Remaliah,  king -of  Ifrael,  went  up 
towards  Jeriifalem  to  war  againft  it,  but  could  not 
pteyail  againft  it 

Jn.  tbefe  words,  the  event  is  mentioned  which  gave 

rife  to  the  following  prophecy. The  kingdom  of 

Judahieetos  to  have  attained  a  higher  degree  of  profpe- 
rky  under  th«freigri  of  Uiziah  and  Jotham, 'than,  at 
any  other  period  after1  the  revolt  of  the  ten  tribes. 
The  former  of  thefe  princes  had  recovered  the  port 
of  Elath,  on  the  Red  fea,  from  the  Edo mites :  he  car- 
ried on  wars  againft  the'Philiftines,"  which  were  crown- 
ed with  fuccefs;  he  compelled  the  Ammonites  to  pay 
him  tribute :  he  repaired  the  fortifications  of  Jerufa- 
lem,  and  kept  up  a  great  and  well-difciplined  army. 
Equally  attentive  to  the  arts  of  peace,  he  encouraged 
agriculture,  and  the  breeding  of  cattle;  he  employed 
hufbandtnen  and  vine-dreflfers.  The  latter,  walking 
in  the  ft ep&  of  his  father,  carried  on  the  improvements 
that  had  been  begun ;  fortified  the  frontier  towns  -f 
conquei^d  the  Ammonites,  who  refufed  to  be  his  tri- 

3  C  butaries, 
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butaries*  and  obliged  them  to  acknowledge  their  fub* 
je&ion*  In  the  following  reign,  after  his  Ion  Aha?  af- 
cended  the  throne,  all  thefe  advantages  were  loft,  and 
the  kingdom  of  Judab  was  brought  to  the  very  brink 
of  deftru&ion*  by  means  of  the  league  that  was  form- 
ed between  .Ifrael  and  Syria.  In  an  engagement  with 
Pekah,  he  loft  in  battle  one  hundred  and  twenty 
thoufwd  men  y  and  the  Ifraelitss  carried  away  as  pri* 
fpners  two  hundred  thoufand  woihen  and  children, 
which  were  afterward  releafed  at  the  remonftrance  of 
the  prophet  Oded.  Re?in  improved  the  opportunity 
which  the  diftrefs  of  Judah  afforded  him,  of  recover* 
ing  Elath  to  Syria,  of  which,  they  had  been  deprived 
by  the  Jews ;  and,  uniting  his  forces  to  thofe  of  Pe« 
kah,  they  laid  fiege  to  Jerusalem,  In  this  attempt, 
however,  they  failed  of  fuccefs ;  and  all  their  hioft  vi- 
gorous efforts  were  fo  baffled*  that  they  could  not  pre- 
vail againft  it.  This  w?s  a  rema^k^bLp  circnpxftafrce, 
worthy  of  attention, 

After  the  tijne  that  David*  kiqg  pt  Ifra(eU  expeU 
led  the  Jebufites  from  this  city,  and  beautified  i£  to 
be  the  feat  of  his  empire,  often  did  it  fall  into  the 
hands  of  its  enemies,  on  account,  of  the  wickednefs 
of  its  inhabitants*  When  Rehoboam  afcended  the 
throne  of  his  fathers,  it  was  taken  by  Shiftak,  king  of 
Egypt,  who.  tarried  away  the  tfeafureflpf  the  tempte 
and  the  royal  palace.  The  reafon  amgBfd  for  this 
great  calamity,  as  the  Lord  informed  that,  pri net  and 
his  people,  was, c  Ye  have  fbrfaken  me,  and  therefore 
4  have  I  alfo  left  you  in  the  hands  of  Shifhak*.' 
Atnagiah?  king  of  Judah,  having  been  defeated  by  the 
army  of  Ifrael,  and  taken  prifemer,  Joafh  entered  Je- 
rufalem,  and  carried  away  the  treasures  which  were 
in  the  temple  and  the  royal  palace.  This  judgment 
was  inflicted  becaufe  the  king  of  Judah  deferted  the 
h&ufe  of  God,  €  and  bowed  himfelf  before  the  gods 
*  of  the  children  of  Setr,  and  burned  iucenfe  unto 

*  I  Chron.  xii.  5. 

*  them .' 
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c  thfcm  V  fteeho,  king  of  Egypt,  afterward  entered 
•JerufalttV  stnd  took  Jehbahaz,  whom  the  people  of 
Judah  had  fet  upon  the  throne,  and  carried  him  into 
Egypt,  where  he  died.  This  affli&ion  came  upon 
fern  becaufe  he  was  reg&rdtefs  of  the  word*  of  the 
jpfrophet  Jeremiah,  which  were  fpoken  by  the  Lot d  f . 
About  606  years  before  Chrift,  Nebuchadnezzar, 
king  of  Babylon,  entered  the  city  $  in  fix  years  af- 
ter, he  retorted,'  and  took  Jehoiachin  captive  j  and 
again*  iti  little  iriote'thaft  three  months,  he  took 
the  city,  and  carried  away  to  Babylon  thetfeafufes 
of  the  tertipte  and  palace  royal)  bec&ufc  the  king  of 
fodah  Ad  that  which  was  evil  in  the1  fight  of  the 
Lord  I*  And  wfyen  the  Wath  of  the  Low*  *as  km- 
dled  againft  his  people  until  there  was  n<*retti*dy,  Ne- 
buchadnes&ar  entered  the  city  Jeriifalem,  and  d^ftroy- 
ed  it,  carrying  away  th*  inhabitant  inter  afeventy 
years  captivity*  Thus  was  Jerufalem  attacked  at  dif- 
ferent times  by  its  powerful-  enemies,  wtiOfe  fuccefs 
againft  k  is  uniformly  attributed  to  the  <  fins  *  of  the 
princes  and  people  or  Judah.  <  And  though,  in  die 
rfeign  bf  Aha*,  idolatry  was  cftabltihed  by  the  com- 
mand of  the  king  throughout  judea,  and  the  feryice 
of  the  temple  intermitted,  yet;,  (through  the  tender 
mercy  and  forbearance  of  God,  their  enemies,  who 
Went  up  to  war  againft  Jerufaiem*  could  not  prevail 
againft  it— *-Let  us  humbly  adore  the  patience  of 
God,  who  does  not  ipeedily'  execute  fentence  againft 
mens  evil  works;  who  waits  to  be  gracious,  and  there* 
fore  ought  to  be  exalted;  M 


> 


a  AAd  it  was  told  tht  houfe  of  David,  fay* 
ijig, ,  Sytii  Is  confederate  with  Ephraim.  And 
his  heart  wis  movfed,  and  the  heart  of  his  people, 
as  the  trees  of  the  wood  are  moved  with  the 
wind. 

1 

*  2  Chron.  xsr,  14.       f  1  Efdrsu  i.  28.       +  2  Chron.  szxvi.  9. 
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t  The  occafion  which  gave  rife  to  the  jbllo  wing  pro- 
phecy is  here  farther  explained.-— The  alarming  news 
had  rea.ched(  th$  Court  of  Aha z  df  %hp  above-mentionqd 
alliance,  and  the  hoftiie  defigjis  of  the  confederate  ifl- 
-  tion*  againft  the  throne  and  kingdom  of  Jydah.  Thqir 
.intcixtjopfin  going  to  war  apajnft  Jjerufalem.  feqfris  to 
rhaye  beefi,  to  dethrone)  Aha$ ;  and,  in  his  room, 
.to  fet  vpx)ting  over  Judah,  a  fon  of  Tabeal^  one  of 
thq  family,  of  TabtiaUQofia  The  Hebrew  word  tffed 
to  expfl^  t^:  connexion  fofrn$d  between  the  King  of 
Jfraei  ^ad.ths  king  of  Syrian  jntiroates^tbat  tte  on* 
.kii^dtfn&'ieftfid  upop. the  other;  and  thftt th*y .firmly 
relied,  iiptojfr  each  (Other's  afl&ftance,;  iv^tithty.had 
jrmijtitajly  Igrced  to  furftMh..  Thpugh  tfets  was,;  urici* 
out  doubt,  i  a  veiy/ftroflg ;  gfmfederacy*  j^w  la  Vety 
urmatiir^.^eutf,  Pekah,  king  of  Ifrael,  though  pro- 
fefledly  a  worlhipper  of -tte  trUe  God,  and  nearly,  con* 
jieded  wfeh  Jadah,,  murder,  to  fubjugpifejhat  king- 
dom, formed  an  aUiancewith  Reziri,  fcutgrff  6yrta^ 
:their  inyflft  r*tfe  enemy*  aft  idolatrous  H*  athw  prince, 
who-  reigned;:!" :  Damafcus,  The)  houft  of  David 
had  ofon  yielded  to.  the  foperior  force  of  thefe 
kingdoms  when,  fepargtely  attacked  by  them  J  and 
*iow  that;  they  had  linked  their  ftrength*  and  in- 
tended fc&iihupofi  the  Jfrws,  and  to  afiault  their  me* 
tropolisy  they,  had  juft  reafon  to  fear  their  joint  efforts 
'wopld  bft  crowned  with  fuccefs, ,  Their  -timidity,  at 
thisr  time,  might  be  £re?tly  incrgafed,  by.therecollec* 
lion  of  the  terrible  judgments  to  which  they  had  ex- 
pofed  themfelves  by  their  enormous  tranfgrefitons. 
In  thefe  dangerous  circumftances,  the  court  of  Ahaz, 
and  the  inhabits. of  JprufiA^iW&t>g[eitt\$  plann- 
ed, and  filled, jVith .  wnftfrn^tion  and  dre?d,-~j- 
Would  yotf  then,  my  brethren,  not  be  afraid  of' evil 
tidings,  let  your  hearts  be  fixed,  trailing  in  the  Lord : 
in  this  exerclfe,  you  may  expeft  to  enjoy' the  moft 
agreeable  ferenity  of  mind,  amidft  the  ill  reports  you 
may  hear,  and  the  troubles  with  which  you  may  be 
vifited. 

And 
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*  •  And  his  heart  was  moved; -arid  tife  heart  of  .bis  peopled 
as  tire  trees  of  th&woad  are  moved  with  the  wind*  Both 
prince  .and  pebpie^4  having  heard  of  the  intended  in* 
vafion  of  their  country ,  were  feized  with  diiraaying 
fears  of  the  approaching  enemy;;  in  confequence;  of 
which,  a  imiverlal  commotibn  was  vifible  through  all 
the  land  of  Jodahv   (  The  righteous  iball  me&er:he 

*  moved :  he  is  not  afraid.of  cviKidings :'  his  heart  is 

*  fixed*  triiftkg  in  the  Lord  * :'  whereas  wicked  men 
are.terrifiefi  at  imaginary  dangers;;  and :  ths  report  of 
threatening  calamities.  The  apprehenfions  ,oi  impend* 
ingdefolationfeem  to  have  flruckrtlie  kmg,and  peojSfe 
of  Judah  with  a  panic,  and  to  bdve  filled  them  with 
perplexity  and  timidity.  The  effe&s  were,  they  be^ 
came  credulous  of  the  wcrft  reports  that  were  circu- 
lated, iufyidons*  Ithat  matters  Sverb  woffe  tfaaiTrspre- 
fcij ted ;  thgir  ojyfr;  weaknefs,  iftcre^fed ; ;  the  paw<#  Qf 
thofe  from,  whom. they  appr$he#fi$4  danger  .y^$  n>9gj- 
nified ;  the  faculties  of"  their-  mhids  were  etjfeeloJejL 
and  rendered  unfit  for  devifing  means  of  fafety ;  and 
th£ir  vigour  t&s  ft>  enervated,,  that  they?be<*a*itfvin- 
capable  of  executing  fchemes  that,  might  have  ibfeea 
formed  for  thair.  relief.  This  general  perturbation  of 
mind,  arifmg  from  the  above  report,  is  hen?  illuftrat* 
ed  by  a  beautiful  fimilitude.  On  account  -  of  J69 
powerful  operation  and  univerfal  influence,  it  is  co»* 
pared  to  the  ftrong  efte&s  which  the  wind  produces 
upon  the  trees  of  the  foreft,  when  it  blows  with,  vio- 
lence. Perfons  of  all  ranks  add  conditions  were  bend* 
ed  by  its  mighty  influence,  and  were  moved  by.ifcg 
force,  which  proved  fuperior  to  all  oppofition.  *  Thid 
tremour  and  consternation  was  felt  not  only  fcy  thofc 
who  were  naturtlly  of  a  weak  and  timid  difpofuiod; 
but  by  thofe  alfo,  .who  wfere  more  ftout  and  coijra* 
gious.— Deeply  fenfible  of  the  diftfefs  and  danger 
arifmg  from  the  (state  of  mind  there -defer  ibed,  let  U) 
get  our  hearts  eft&blifhed,  with  grace,  and  diligently 

beware 
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beware  of  thofe  fittful  pra&iccs  Which  give  oocafion 
to  difmby  and  terror  in  the  feafons  of  alarm.  Parti* 
cnkrly,  let  us  guard  againft  fecurityaodprefumpdcn, 
which  have  often  proved  fatal  to  multitudes.  Unex* 
pe&ed  dangers  eafily  furprife  and  diftrefs;  whereat 
When  known,  and  looked  for,  they  may  either  be  pre- 
vented in  their  approach,  or  we  may  be  provided  for 
them  againft  -the  time  of  their  appearance.  Proper 
expedition,  and  fuit able  preparation,  vrifl  either  weak' 
en  them,  or  ftrengthen  us ;  render  themlefs  capable 
of  hurting  us,  of  us  more  able  to  fbftain  them: 
whereas  every  calamity  that  finds  us  indulging  in  fin 
and  fecurity,  will  thereby  acquire  considerable  adtaiw 
tage  over  us,  j  : 

3  Then  faid  the  Lori*  unto  Ifiriah,  Go  forth 
now  to  meet  Atikt;  thou,  and  Sheaf-jaflitrb  thy 
fon,at  the  cind  of1  the  conduit  of  the  t*pper*pooli 
in  the  'High-way  of  the  fullers  field. . 

lArfhfe  critical  time,  in  which  the  king  of  Judab 
and  his  people  Were' agitated  with:<p^r piecing  fears, 
and  overwhelmed  with  dread  of  the  mtnoured  advance 
of  the  formidable  tonfederate  army  cf  Ifrael  and  Syria, 
the  Lord  orders  out  prophet  to  go  fof th  with  his  fon* 
and  meet  the  king  at  the  place  here  mentioned.- 


dUb 


In  what  manner  Jehovah  delivered' this  commandite 
his  fervant,  it  is  uimecefiary  curioufty  to  inquire :  it 
wait  (b  given  as  not  to  leave  him  the  ieaft  ntom  for 
heiitation  or  uncertainty  who  fpake  to  him,  of  what 
he  faid  on  this  occafion,  -  Ah*z  was  one  of  the  moft 
wicked  princes  that  ever  fat  upon  the  throne  of  Judah. 
He  Was  an  idolatrous  king,  who,  in  the  feveral  cities 
of  his  dominion,  made  high  places,  to  burn  incenfe 
to  other  gods,  and  provoked  to  anger  the  Lord 
God  of  his  fathers.  In  the  time  of  his  diftrefs,  in- 
ftead  of  acknowledging  his  tranfgreffions,  and  return- 
ing to  the  Lord,  he  trefpaffed  more  and  more  againft 
him.    His  daring  impiety,  and  obftinate  perfeverance 

i» 
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In  fin,  is  thus  emphatically  defcrifad  by  the  writer  of 
the  Second  Book  of  Chronicles :  '  This  !s  that  king 
*  Ahaz  *  ;9  or,  as  the  words  in  the  Hebrew  denote. 
He  was  always  Ahaz.  Many  other  princes  have,  like 
him,  wrought  wickednefs,  but  afterward  have  repent- 
ed of  their  crimes,  and  defifted  from  their  evil  ways  ^ 
but  this  king  finalized  himfetf  by  his  continuance  in 
fin,  and  his  inflexibility  in  the  pra&ice  of  the  rnoft 
enormous  tranfgrefiiotts.  To  this  notorious  firmer 
the  mod  high  God  was  gracioufly  pleafed  to  fend  a 
condefcenduig  meflage,  by  the  prophet  Ifaiab*  who 
was  accompanied  with  his  fon  Shear-jafhub ;  whofa 
name  being  interpreted,  iignifies,  a  remnant  fhall  re* 
turn.  The  name  of  this  child  was  prophetic  of  a  very 
remarkable  event,  which  our  prophet  was  now  fent 
to. announce  to  Ahaz  and  his  people.  This  circum* 
fiance  points  at  the  propriety  of  the  divine  command, 
which  required  Ifaiah  to  take  with  him  his  fon,  who 
was  a  pledge  of  the  certain  accompiifhment  of  the  pro- 
mifes  which  his  father  was  about  to  deliver  in  the  exe- 
cution of  his  commiffion.— ^-How  nobly  difplayed 
are  the  grace  and  companion  of  God,  in  fending  the 
following  meffage  to  fuch  a  wicked  prince,  and  pro- 
fligate people,  whom  he  might  juftly  have  delivered 
to  the  will  of  their  enemies !  Let  us  earneflly  feek  ta 
enjoy  his  favour,  who  is  a  prefent  help  in  the  time  of 
need ;  and  then  may  we  hope  to  fecure  his  merciful 
interposition  in  our  behalf,  in  the  feafon  of  perplexity 
and  danger. 

At  the  end  of  the  conduit  of  the '  upper  pool,  in  the 
high-way  of  the  fullers  field.  This  was  the  place  which 
God  appointed  for  Ifai&h's  interview  with  king  Ahaz* 
Upon  the  top  of  mount  Aora;  on  which  llood  part  of 
the  city  Jerufalem,  was  the  fountain  of  Siloam,  an- 
ciently called  Gihon.  From  this  fountain  there  were 
two  conduits,  for  conveying  the  water  into  two  pools 
or  refcrvoirs ;  one  of  which  was  called  the  Upper 
Fpol,  or  the  Pool  of  Solomon,  for  whofe  ufe  and 

*  3  Ctann  *XYiii,  22, 

pleafure 
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j>baforeit>waf  pbobaWvtfofttteid;  and  the?  other  was 
called  the  cLowdr  Paaty  the  Pobl  of'  Siloam,*  or  this 
Poolof  Bethefda,  ^mairkable  for  the  fovereign  vrr*ue 
of  its  waters*.  The  former  feeras  to  have  been  de- 
signed for  fupplying  die.  king's  gardems  with  water, 
andiihe  latter;  for  tbei  life  of  the  citizens  of  Jertifalem. 
Xfear .  the  conduit  which  ferved  to  convey  the  water 
into  the  upper  pool,  was  Situated  the  field  where  cloth 
was  cleaned  and  whitenefl,  called  on. that  account  the 
Fullers  Field.  To  this  place  of  great  refort  there 
was  ma'de  a  caufeyor  high- way,  which  palled  not  far 
from  the  end  of  the  conduit.  There  the  prophet  was 
to  meets  Ahaz ;  \vho,  at  that  time,  might  be  viewing 
m  what  manner  the  water  could  be  belt  conducted 
for  the  benefit  of  the  inhabitants,  and  kept  from  being 
ufeful  fo  the  enemy  in  cafe  of  a  fiege.— — In  this  cir- 
ciimftance*  we  have  a  fir  iking  proof  of  the  foreknow- 
ledge of  God,  who  hath  the  mo  ft  accurate  view  of  all 
his  creatures,  and  all  their  aftions,  whether  pad,  pre- 
fent,  or  future.  The  mod  contingent  events  are  per- 
fectly forefeen  by  him,  to  whom  all  his  works  are 
known  from  the  beginning.  Many  inftances  of  this' 
occur  in  fcripture.  Nothing  could  be  more  acciden- 
tal than  the  death  of  Ahab  king  of  Ifrael,  who  was 
killed  by  an  arrow  fhot  at  a  ventirre  in  battle ;  and 
yet  this  circumftance  was  foretold,  1  Kings  xxi.  19. 
And  in  the  words  before  us,  God  informed  Ifaiah  of 
the  particular  fpot  where  he  would  meet  the  king, 
and  have  an  opportunity  of  delivering  to  him  the 
meflage  with  which  he  was  intrufted.  Such  know- 
ledge is  too  wonderful  for  us ;  it  is  high,  we  cannot 
attain  to  it.  Let  us  humbly  adore,  and  love,  and  fervo 
him,  who  poffeffeth  it  in  full  perfection,  and  employs 
it  for  the. benefit  of  his  people. 

4  And  fay   unto,  him,  Take .  fieed,  and  be 
qniqt  5  fear  not,  neither  be  faint-hearted,  for  the 

*  See  Nebem.  iii.  15.  and  Jojin  ix.  7. 

two 
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two  tails  of  thefe  fmoking  fire-brands,  for  the 
fierce  anger  of  Rezin  with  Syria,  and  of  the  fon 
of  Refnaliah. 

In  this  and  the  following  series*  to  the  end  of  the 
chapter,  the  prophet  records  the  comfortable  meffage* 
he  received  from  God  to  carry  to  Aha2 ;  ifi  narrat- 
ing which,  he  blends  fogether  the  orders  that  were 
given  him,  and  his  execution  of  them,  to  prevent  re- 
petitions.— - — It  begins  with  a  neceffary  caution,  which 
you  will  do  well  to  confider  as  addreffed  to'  your- 
felves :'  Take  heed.  The  Hebrew  word  frgmfies,  *o 
prevent  or  keep  off  any  evil  with  which  we  are  threat- 
ened. The  direftion '  ought  to  extend  to  all  that  we 
do ;  for  not  one  duty  can  be  rightly  performed  with- 
out diligent  attention,  and  it  is  no  lefs  incumbent  up- 
on us  than  upon  the  king  and  people  of  Judah.  It  is  a 
neceffary  and  ufeful  caution,  which  ought  to  be'  re- 
duced  to  pra&ke  at  all  times,  efpecially  ih  feafdns  of 
perplexity  and  diftrefs,  fuch  as  that  was  wherein  Ahaz 
and  his  fubjefts  received  this  admonition. .  Take  heed 
to  your  hearts,  and  keep  them  with  all  diligence,  ft* 
out  of  them  are  the  iffucs  of  life :  attend- tb  the  fecret 
operations  of  your  minds,  and  the  obje&s  on  which 
your  affeftions  terminate,  that  you  may  perceive  whe- 
ther or  not  (hey  are  properly  moderated  and  directed. 
Take  heed  to  yxiur  tongue,'  that  you  fin  not  with  your 
mouth:  confider  wifely  whatyou  fay,  to  whom' you 
fpeak,  and  to  What  purpofe,  efpecially  when 'your 
minds  are  fretted,  and  when  you  feel  yourfejves  under 
the  influence  of  timidity  and  disappointment.  Take 
hfced  to  your  fenfes,  particularly  'to  What  you  fee  and 
hear ;  for  thefe  are  the  avenues  by  which  fin  and  va- 
nity, or  wifdom*  knd  inftruSiori,  enteT  into  the  heart. 
Take  heed  to 'your  aftions,  what  you  do,  and  how 
you  aft,  and  for  what  purpofe  you  are  employed,  that 
you  may  happily  avoid  the  many  fins  and  dangers  to 
which  you  are  expofed,  and  attain  the  great  ends 

which  you  ought  uniformly  to*  purfue. And  be 

3  D  quiet* 
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quiet.    The  mind  of  Ahaz,  and  the  minds  of  his 
people,  were  at  this  time  greatly  agitated,  by  the  con- 
sideration of  the  perilous  circumflances  to  which  they 
found  themfelves  reduced.   They  were  all  in  commo- 
tion, like  the  trees  of  the  wood  when  moved  by  the 
•  wind.    This  wicked  prince  who  now  filled  the  throne 
of  Judah,  mud  have  been  like  the  troubled  fea,  when 
it  cannot  reft,  whofe  waters  cad  up. mire  and  dirt. 
Such  notorious  finners  as  were  now  in  Zion  had  many 
grounds  of  difquietude.     In  this  ftate  of  perturba- 
tion and  anxiety,  they  are  dire&ed  to  dived  themfelves 
of  thofe  didra&ing  thoughts  which  arofe  from  the 
dreaded  approach  of  their  enemies,  to  lay  afide  their 
diftruftful  folicitude,  and  not  vex  themfelves  in  vain. 
They,  were  alfo  required   to  poiTefs  a  calm,   com- 
posed, recollected  date  of  mind ;  to  trud  in  the  Lord, 
and  then  they  would  be  quiet  from  fear  of  evil. 
Some  trud  in  chariots,  and  fome  in  horfes,  in  the 
numbers,  the  difcipline,  and  valour  of  their  armies; 
do  you,  my  friends,  remember  the  name  of  the  Lord 
your  God;  then  may  you  find,  as  in  former  times, 
that  when  they  are  brought  down  and  fallen,  you 
Ihali  rife  and  ft  and  upright  V 

Fear.  not%  neither  be  faint-hearted*  Fear  is  a  na- 
tural pafiion,  which  arifes  in  the  mind  of  n>an  on 
the  view  of  threatened,  expe&ed  calamities,  and  is 
infepatable  from  human  nature  in  its  prefenf  ftate. 
Though  people  are  naturally  in  fome  meafure  afraid 
at  the  profpeft  of  danger,  and  ought  to  ufe  every 
lawful  expedient  to,efcape  the  evils  that  are  dread- 
ed, this  pafiion  becomes  finful  and  di  fir  effing,  when 
it  depreffes  the  fpirits,  and  leads  to.  defpair  of  de- 
liverance. To  this  finful  extreme  did  the  fear  of  the 
IfraelitejL  proceed,  when  they  law  the  Egyptians  in 
their  rear,  and  the  Red  fea  in  their  front,  as  you  read 
in  the  fourteenth  chapter  of  Exodus.  The  king  of  Ju- 
dah, and  his  fubje&s,  felt  at  this  time  the  influence  of 

•'  Pfal.  xx.  7,  8. 

fuch 
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foch  exeefiive  diftra&ing  fear,  from  which  God,  by  the 
prophet,  here  diilWdes  them.  He  does  not  admonilh 
them  to  become  fecure  and  infenfible  of  danger,  and 
to  be  wholly  devoid  of  moderate  fear  on  this  alarming 
occafion,  which  might  render  them  cautious  and  cir- 
cumfpeft,  and  attentive  to  the  means  of  preferVation 
andfafety;  much  lefs  to  lay  afide  the  fear  of  the 
Lord,  which  is  the  trueft  wifdomi  The  good  effefts 
of  a  holy,  well-regulated  fear,  are  confpicuous  in  the 
condud  of  Noah,  who,  being  thereby  moved,  prepar- 
ed an  ark,  to  the  faving  of  his  houfe ;  and  in  the 
Ifraelites  who  feared  the  Lord,  when,  at  the  approach 
of  divine  judgments,  they  made  their  fervants  and 
cattle  flee  into  the  houfes.  It  was  certainly  the  duty 
of  Ahaz,  to  take  every  proper  precaution  in  order  to 
avoid  the  danger  he  fo  much  dreaded.  The  fear 
againft  which  the  king  and  people  of  Judah  are  here 
cautioned,  is  of  that  kind  which  is  accompanied  with 
torment,  which  proceeds  from  infidelity,  overwhelms 
tftc  mind  with  terror,  and  which  fo  disturbs  and  dif- 
trads  it  as  to  difable  from  the  right  ufe  of  the 
means  of  deliverance,  and  the  faithful  performance  of 
duty.  This  fear  of  man,  this  fain  t- hear  tednefs,  they 
are  required  to  lay  afide,  as  it  might  prove  exceeding- 
ly hurtful  to  them  in  their  prefent  dangerous  condi- 
tion,——This  falutary  advice  I  addrefs  to  you,  my 
brethren,  Fear  not,  neither  be  faint-hearted,  in  the 
profpeft  of  the  greateft  dangers  of  which  you  may  be 
apprehenfive :  your  *  Redeemer  is  mighty;  the  Lord 
*  of  hofts  is  his  name.  The  Lord  preferveth  the  faith* 
'  ful.  Be  of  good  courage,  and  he  (hall  ftrengthen 
t  your  heart,  all  ye  that  hope  in  the  Lord  V 

For  the  two  tails  of  the/i  fmokJng  fire-brands,  for  the 

fierce  anger  of  Rezin  with  Syria,  and  ef  the  fon  of  Re* 

mati ah.   To  banifh  effe dually  from  the  minds  of  Ahaa 

and  his  people,  thofe  difmaying  fears  againft  which 

they  *cre  cautioned,  the  prophet  fubjoins  a  mod  con* 

*  Pfal.  xxxi.  23,  2^ 

tetnptible 


.s 
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tsmptible  representation  of  the  enemies  whomthey  {& 
much  dreaded.    The  confederate  princes  of  Syria  and 
Ifrael  are  compared  to  two  fire-brands,  or  pieces  of 
burning  wood,  which  for  a  little  make  a  great  blaze* 
and  ure  quickly  extinguifhed,  fo  that  both  their  heat 
and  Ame  are  foon  over.  .  Though  when  beheld  at  a 
dtftance,  by  perfons  who  are  frighted,  efpecially  in  a 
dark  night,  they  appear  at  firft  fight  very  formidable, 
yet  in  reality  they  have  little  hurtful  or  terrible  in 
them.   What !  might  the  terrified  princely,  not  fear, 
when  fuch  powerful  enemies  are  coming  to  invade  the 
kingdom :  they  will  confume  all  before  them,  like 
the  flame  of  devouring  fire.     No,  faith  Ifaiah  :  they 
referable  only  the  two  tails  of  fmoking  fire-brands, 
whole  flame  foon  dies,  after  which  they  fmoke  for  a 
fhort  time,  and  then  are  at  an  end*   In  them  you  have 
a  fignificant  reprefentation  of  Rezin  and  Pekah.    In 
the  former  year,  their  fierce  anger  had  been  kindled 
againft  Judah,  and  for  fome  time  raged  with  trio* 
lence;   now  it  was  nearly  extinguifhed,<.  and  litflfe 
more  remained  than  fmoke.     You  may  obferve,  that 
thefe  princes  are  compared  not  to  burning  fire-brands, 
but  to  the  tails  of  thofe  which  are  fmoking,  and  nearly 
confumed ;  which  exhibits  them  in  a  very  diminutive 
point  of  view,  as  incapable  of  doing  much  hurt,  and 
therefore  not  the  proper  objeds  of  terror.  Their  heat 
and  ftrength  were  almoft  fpent ;  their  rage  and  fury 
were  foon  to  abate;  and  therefore  thdr  haftile  d«* 
figns  were;  not  greatly  to.  be  dreaded.^-*— Hqw  infig, 
nificant  and  contemptible  are  the  objefts  of  which 
we  are  fometimes  afraid,    if  properly  co&fidered ! 
they  are  no  more  to  be  feared  than  bits  of  burn- 
ing wood,   that  are  moftly  confumed.     To  check 
this  timidity,  let  us  view  things  in.  the  trjtie,  light 
in  Which  they  are  reprefcnted  in  fcripttirc;   and 
4xercife  conftant  dependence  upon  the  lufdi  provi- 
dence and  faithful  ppomii'es  of  .'God,  who  difappoints 
the  defigns  of  the  crafty,  and  works  glorious  dejiver- 
ancc  for  thofe  who  put  their  trult  in  him.    Let  us 
•tt  r*  not 
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not  be  greatly  deje&ed,.  nor  def pair ^ia  the  iuoft  datrf 
gerous  circuraftances,  »of  his  gracibus  interpofition^ 
who  haih  delivered^  and  will  deliver  his  people  from 
all  evil. 


5  E^ecaufq ,  Syria,  Ephraim,  and/  the '  fon  .ot 
Re*»att&b  have  uk^a  evil ,  cpuqfel  sgaiafjk,  thw, 
faying/    i    !  » .     .      ,  „|  . 

6  Let  u*  gd-  up  againft  Judah,  and  vex  it* 
and  let  us  make  a  breach  therein  for  u$,  and  fet 
a  king  in  the  tnidft  of  ft,  even  the  fon  of  Tabeal: 

The  prophet  here  informs  the  king  of  Judah,.  thaf 
he  waspei&dly  acquainted  with. the  caufelefs  anger^ 
the  adverfe  couufals,  and  fecrdt  machinations  of  tht 
confederate  '.priuces,  notwithftanding  he  cautioned 
him  againft  difmaying  fears,-*— **— He  well  knew,  that 
the.  Syrians  and  Ephraimites  (-with  the  king,  who  in 
way  of  contempt  fecms  to<b*  called  the  Son  of  Re* 
matiah)*  were  undertaking  an  expedition  aga&ft  Judah, 
with  the  tmichievous  detign  of  overturning  that  king* 
dom,  of  dethroning"  Ahaz,  and  in  his  room  elevat* 
ing  to  the  government  the  fon  of  .Tabeal.  He  had 
the  bed  information,  that  the  proje£t  which  Reziri 
and  Fekah  had,  formed,  to'  the  execution  of  which 
they  mutually  encouraged  e^ch  other,  was,  to  march 
their  forces,  when  united,  into  the  land  of  Judah. 
Though  they  Teem  not  to  have  had  any  iuft  caufe  of 
quarrel  with  Ahaz,  or  any  fufficient  realon  for  carry* 
ing  war  into  his  dominions,  yet,  confident  of  theif 
power  to  conquer  Jiidea,  and  not  hefitating  with  re* 
fpe&  to*  their  fuccefs,  they  refolved,  to  gratify  their 
ambition  and  other  turbulent  paffions,  to  invade  that 
country,  and  uiftrefs  its  inhabitants.  That  they  might 
the  more  fuccefsfully  accomplish  the  hoflile  defign$ 
they  had  in  View,  they  determined,  if  poflible,  to 
make  a  breach  in  the  defence  of  the  Jewifh  e  npire  \ 
or,  as  the  Original  Word  may  fignify,  Let  us  make  a 
divifion. thcrtio;  fot  us,  or,  in  other  words,  Divide  the 

kingdom 
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kingdom  between  us.  So  certain  did  thefe  adverfe 
powers  apprehend  they  were  of  vi&ory  in  their  in* 
tended  expedition,  that  they  had  planned  the  divifion 
of  the  country  before  they  entered  it ;  and  determin* 
ed  on  the  very  perfon  whom  they  were  to  invert: 
with  regal  authority,  who  was  to  ad  as  vice-roy^ 
The  Ton  of  Tabeal,  who  was  nominated  to  this  high 
office,  not  being  mentioned  in  any  other  place  of 
fcripture  that  I  recoiled,  I  prefume  not  to  affirm  any 
thing  concerning  him;  but  fupppfe  that  he  was  a 
branch  of  the  royal  family  and  houfe  of  Tabrimmon, 
the  father  of  Benhadad,  king  of  Syria.— Men  may 

fropofe,  but  God  difpofeth  of  all  perfons  and  events, 
lans  are  often  formed  for  execution  which  the  Moft 
High  fruftrateth,  and  bringeth  to  nothing,  as  we  fee 
exemplified  in  the  inftance  before  us.  When  highly 
provoked  by  the  pride,  the  preemption,  the  avarice, 
and  other  fins  of  a  nation,  he  permits  them  to  run 
into  ruin,  Deftitute  of  public  fpirit,  and  wife  coun* 
fel,  they  become  feeble,  entangled  by  difficulties  from 
which  they  cannot  extricate  themfelves ;  dangers  are 
not  forefeen,  opportunities  are  negleded,  and  their 
plans  of  operation  are  diiconcerted« 

7  Thus  faith  the  Lord  God,  It  flull  not 
ftand,  neither  (hall  it  come  to  pafs. 

Ahaz,  and  the  people  of  Judah,  are  here  informed 
of  the  grounds  upon  which  was  founded  the  encourag- 
ing exhortation,  '  Fear  not,  neither  be  faint-hearted/ 
notwithftanding  the  combined  efforts  of  their  mime* 
rous  enemies.— ~T/jus  fuitb  the  Lerd  GW,  to  frhofe 
power  all  things  are  fubje&,  by  whofe  wifdom  they 
are  directed,  who  does  according  to  his  pleafure  in 
the  armies  of  heaven  and  among  the  inhabitants  of 
this  earth,  and  who  always  exercifes  the  moft  tender 
care  of  his  peculiar  people.-— -Itfhall  not  jland,  net* 
ther  frail  it  come  to  pafs :  the  evil  counfel  devifed  by 
the  afibciated  princes  againft  Judah,  to  Tex  that  Mo- 
tion, 
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tion,  and  to  make  a  breach  in  its  defence;  to  dethrone 
their  king,  and  to  let  up  another  in  his  room.  Thefe 
events,  which  they  were  intent,  if  poflible,  to  bring 
about,  the  Almighty  here  declares,  they  fhould  not 
be  able  to  effe&uate  by  all  their  united  exertions. 
Thus  were  they  to  be  made  to  know,  that  the  Mot: 
High  ruleth  among  men,  and  giveth  the  kingdoms 
of  the  earth  to  whomfoever  he  pleafeth.  This  evil 
counfel,  though  the  refult  of  much  ingenious  contriv- 
ance and  ferious  deliberation,  was  to  be  wholly  over- 
turned, and  never  carried  into  executioa-r-*— It  is  the 
glorious  work  of  God  to  defeat  the  pernicious  delibti* 
rations  of  wicked  men,  4o  prevent  the»  from  doing 
what  they  would  do,  and  to  bring  to  palk  what  they 
endeavour  with  all  their  might  to  oppofe.  How  many 
vtfible  demonstrations  hatb  he  given,  in  alt  ages,  of 
this  remarkable  truth !  Pharaoh,  king  of  Egypt,  flatt- 
ed evil  counfel  againtt  the  children  of  Uriel ;  but  k 
could  not  (land.  Hainan,  the  Agagite,  deviled  evil 
agaiaft  the  Jews,  intending  no  )efs  than  their  deftruo- 
tion ;  in  which  he  was  totally  difappointed,  through  a 
remarkable  interpofuion  of  providence.  Herod  con* 
trived  a  wicked  plot  in  order  to  deftroy  the  child  Je- 
fus ;  •  but  he  could  not  perform  his  enterprtfe.  Rezift 
and  Pekah  took  counfel  againft  judah ;  but  it  wafc 
fruftrated.  The  Lord  had  them  in  derifion*,  and  none 
of  thefe  men  of  might  found  thetr  hands  able  to  exe- 
cute the  defigns  they  had  framed.  In  thefe  and  innu- 
merable, other  inftances,  the  Lord  bringeth  the  coun- 
fel of  the  Heathen  to  nought :  he  maketh  the  devices 
of  the  people  of  none  effed  *.   .. 

8  For  the  head  of  Syria  //  Damafcus,  and  the 
head  of  Damafcus  is  Rezin  ;  and  within  three* 
fcore  and  five  years  (hall  Ephraim  be  broken, 
tljat  it  be  not  a  people.  - 

*  Pfal.  xxxiii.  10. 

9  And 
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v:  9  And  the  head  of  Ephraim  iirfemaria,  and 
the  head  of  Samaria  is  Remaliahfc  fofi-  '"If  ye 
Hfrill'  ndt  bfeHeve,  furely  ye  ihall  not  be  eftablifliecl. 


,j        ...     .  • « 


-The  moil  explicit  raffibrance  is  here  given,  that  the 
fcoftilc  defignsof  the  -confederate  prinees~(hould  be 
^appointed;  that  the' danger  which  was' fo  much 
dreaded  fhould  be  averted ;  and  that  the  deliverance 
of  Judah  was  to  be  followed  by  the  overthrow  of 
•I£rael>~-^*The  Almighty  would  reftfain  b&th  king- 
doms that  were  united  in  league,  within  tHe  botlnds  he 
«had  let  tfaenuiThe  learned  Btfhop  of  London  fuppofes, 
jhat  the<a*tar  of  thefevqrfet  hath  bee»  difturbed  by  a 
tranfpofifi  A>'  through  mtffake  of  Tome  copied/  The 
order r'.WfaysJ  as  it  now  (lands,  is  preposterous,  the 
tteQru&utir  of  Ephraim  'being  firft  denounced,  and 
*bemtl*$rr  grandeur ft  fet  forth;  whtaeais  naturally 
thddkfctfiptirin  of  their  grandeur  'fhould  precede  that 
of  theWideftrudtion.  He  fabferas,  the-wrahgemeht'  of 
<he  whole  fentence  feeing  originally  to-bavie  been  thus : 
*c  Though  ifhe  head  of  Syrik  be'Damafccfe^  tpid  the  head 
•**  of  Daxriafcus Rezin,  aitydthe haaid of>RphiWtn be  Sa~ 
"  maria,  arid  the 'head  of  Samaria &qitatiah'fi  fon;  yet 
"  within  tfcftefoore  and  five  years*  Ephraim1  (hall  be 
"  broken,:  tbaHtibe  no  more  a  people."  SoY>e  itl  The 
eonje&ure  feetns  iworthy  of  being  adopted.  -Damafcus 
was  the  thief  city  of  Syria,  and  Ream  reigned  in  Da- 
snafcus  over  Syria.  Samaria  was  the  metropolis  of 
Ephraim,  and  the  fon  of  Remaliah  reigned  in  Sama- 
ria over  Ephraim.  In  this  Hate  thefe  t  Waanfederatc 
nations  were  to  remain:  their  territories' vere  not  to 
be  enlarged  by  their  union  and  expedition  againft  Ju- 
dah :  notwithstanding  all  their  efforts,  it  Was  to  Con- 
tinue an  independent  .kingdom.  The  darifig  ptojeft 
formed  by  thefe  princes,  of  fetting  up  the  fon  of  Ta- 
beal  to  be  their  vice-toy,  was  to  be  baffled ;  and  Ju^ 
dah  was  to  be  governed  by  its  own  kings,  until  Shi- 
loh,  the  promifed  Mfefliah,  did  appear.  This  was  the 
unalterable  decree  of  that  God  who  worketh  all  in  all, 

and 
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who  fets  the  boundaries  of  mens  habitations,  and 
who  exa&ly  fulfilled  his  purpofe  in  its  feafon. 

And  within  three/core  and  Jive  years  frail  Epbraim 
be  broken,  that  it  be  not  a  people.  Ephraim  was  ori- 
ginally the  name  which  the  patriarch  Jofeph  gave  to 
his  fecond  fon  * :  afterwards  it  was  transferred  to  one 
of  the  tribes  of  Ifrael.  It  was  alio  the  name  of  a  moun* 
tain  which  belonged  to  the  inheritance  of  the  children 
of  Jofeph,  and  remarkable  for  being  the  burying-placfe 
of  Joihua  f.  In  following  ages,  there  was  a  city  called 
Ephraim,  into  which  we  are  informed  Jefus  Chrift 
entered,  and  there  continued  with  his  difciples  J.  Not 
only  was  this  name  given  to  the  pofterity  of  Ephraim, 
the  fon  of  Jofeph,  but  this  tribe  being  the  ntoft  nu- 
merous and  powerful  of  all  the  tribes  of  Ifrael,  and  the 
tribe  to  which  their  firfl  king  belonged,  who  governed 
them  after  their  revolt  from  Judah,  the  name  is  often 
tifed  to  fignify  the  whole  ten  tribes  of  Ifrael ;  and  in 
this  exfenfive  fenfe  it  is  doubtlefs  to  be  uAderftood  in 
the  predi&ion  before  us.  Commentators  have  been 
much  ertibarrafied  in  explaining  the  chronological  dif- 
ficulty which  occurs  here.  If  this  prophecy  was  de- 
livered about  the  beginning  of  the  reign  of  Ahaz,  as 
feems  highly  probable,  it  was  exaftly  fixty-five  years 
from  the  fecond  year  after  he  afcended  the  throne  to  the 
total  depopulation  of  the  kingdom  of  Ifrael  by  Ezar- 
haddon,  who  planted  the  country  with  new  inhabitants, 
and  carried  away  the  remains  of  the  ten  tribes  which  had 
been  left  by  Tiglath-piiefer  and  Shalmanezer,  Until 
that  period  the  land  of  Ifrael  was  not  wholly  diverted 
of  its  inhabitants,  as  appears  from  feveral  paflages  of 
the  hiftory  of  Ifaiah,  in  which  Ifraelites  are  mentioned 
as  ftill  remaining  in  the  country  ||.  Ephraim  then  ceafed 
to  be  a  people ;  the  ftate  was  diffolved ;  the  kingdom 
was  deftroyed.  To  prevent,  however,  the  land  from 
becoming  entirely  defoiate,  people  were  tranfported 

*  Gttu  Jtli.  53.  f  Judges  ii.  9,  \  John  xi.  54* 

|j  %  Qut»«  xxxiv.  6,  7.  33. 

7  E  from 
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from  Babylon,  from  Cutha,  from  Ava,  from  Hataatb* 
and  Sepharvaim,  to  dwell  in  the  cities  of  Samaria. 
:Thus  were  brought  to  ruin,  from  which  they  never 
recovered,  the  ten  tribes  of  Ifrael,  called  Ephrainn 
Thofe  of  them  who  were  carried  awiay  captive,  a  few 
excepted,  who  joined  themfelves  to  the  Jews,  foon 
adopted  the  idolatrous  cuftoms  of  the  nations  among 
which  they  dwelt ;  and,  iafter  fome  time,  lofing  their 
name,  their  language,  and  religious  rites,  were  totally 
abforbed  by  other  kingdoms.  Thus  ended  the  king- 
dom of  Ifrael,  according  to  this  prediftion,  fixty-five 
years  after  it  was  delivered  by  our  prophet,  which 
may  be  calculated  in  the  following  manner : 

Ahaz  reigned,  after  the  time  in  .which  Ifaiah  received 

this  meffage  from  God,        -  -         14 

Hezekiah  reigned  -  -  -  29 

Manaffeh,  prior  to  the  accomplifhment         \  ' 
of  this  prophecy,  22 

In  all  65  years. 

The  exad  fulfilment  of  this  predi&ion,  by  the  de- 
finition of  the  kingdom  of  Ifrael,  forms  a  very  me* 
morable  and  awful  event,  which  proclaims  the  folly, 
wickednefs,  and  ingratitude  of  that  people ;  and  an- 
nounces, in  the  mofl  folemn  manner,  the  righteouf- 
nefs  and  vengeance  of  almighty  God.  It  inftru&s  the 
inhabitants  of  the  world  to  learn  righteoufnefs :  it  de- 
monftrates  the  perverfity  of  mankind ;  and  calls  loud- 
ly to  us  to  repent  of  our  fins,  and  return  to  the  Lord, 
whom  we  have  greatly  provoked  to  cad  us  off,  and 
to  deal  with  us  as  with  Ifrael  of  old.  Let  us  hearken 
to  the  admonition,  and  without  delay  obey  the  call. 

If  ye  will  not  believe,  furely  yejhall  net  be  ejlablijhed* 
To  believe,  is  to  give  credit  to  the  teftimony  of  thofe^ 
in  whofe  knowledge  and  veracity  we  fafely  coa* 
fide,  firmly  perfnaded  of  the  truth  of  what  is  related* 
In  this  fenfe  the  word  is  ufed  in  common  language, 
in  many  paflages  of  fcripture,  and  particularly  in  the 

word* 
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words  before  us.     Of  this  belief  the  prophet  inti- 
mates, by  this  declaration,  that  he  fufpe&ed  Ahaz 
-  and  his  people  were  not  poffefled ;  of  which  their  ti* 
nudity,  on  hearing  the  report  of  the  warlike  expedi- 
tion of  the  confederate  kings,  afforded  ftrong  evi- 
dence.    They  trufted  for  affiitance,  in  the  feafon  of 
danger,  to  the  king  of  Altyria ;  and  not  to  that  God 
who  had  often  delivered  their  fathers  when  in  the  ut- 
mod  perplexity  and  diftrefs,  and  who  had  diffuaded 
them  from  unneceffary  anxiety  and  dejection.   Ifaiah, 
therefore,  obferving  the  effe&s  of  their  incredulity  and 
diftruft,  concludes  his  mefTage  with  this  explicit  affur- 
ance,  If  ye  will  not  believe,  furely  ye  (hall  not  be  efta* 
bliihed.   If  ye  will  not  give  credit  to  the  word  of  God, 
nor  place  your  truft  in  his  omnipotence  and  fidelity, 
but  in  an  arm  of  flefh,  neither  your  church  nor  ftate 
{hall  long  continue  in  a  firm  and  fettled  condition, 
but  fhall  fall  into  ruin,  and  be  abolifhed.     This  de- 
claration places  faith  in  the  divine,  teftimony  in  a  mod 
important  light,  meriting  the  mod  ferious  attention. 
A  firm  belief,  and  unfufpecting  confidence  in  the 
word  of  God,  is  the  only  way  by  which  the  troubled, 
wavering  minds  of  men  can  arrive  at  ferenity  and 
compofure,  and  enjoy  true  fupport  and  (lability.     It 
operates  by  quiet  fubmiffion  to  the  will  of  the  Lord, 
and  patient  waiting  for  the  accomplishment  of  his 
promifes,  whilft  it  teaches  to  counterbalance  prefent 
fufferings  with  future  hopes*     It  excites  to  the  exer- 
cife  of  humility ;  it  cherifhes  godly  forrow  for  fin  ; 
it  invigorates  divine  love;    it  leads  to  vi&ory  over 
this  prefent  evil  world ;  and,  in  this  manner,  conveys 
real  eftablilhment  and  tranquillity  to  the  heart.     Un- 
belief pulU  up  the  anchor  which  ought  to  preferve  the 
mind  firm  and  fteady  amid  ft  the  fluctuating  uncertain- 
ties of  this  life,  and  the  rifing  billows  of  affliftion ;  in 
confequence  of  which,  it  is  in  continual  danger  of 
being  agitated  and  diftreffed  by  every  ftorm  of  advert 
fity :  whereas  by  believing  the  record  of  God,  we  ac- 
count him  able  and  faithful  whp  hath  promifed ;  wq 

ttuft 
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truft  that  he  wiH  do  as  he  hath  faid,  ^nd  that  he  will 
certainly  perform  all  the  engagements  he  hath  been 
pleafed  to  come  under  for  the  benefit  of  his  people.—* 
Would  you  experience  that  deferable  {lability  which 
arifes  from  believing  the  teftimony  of  God,  endea- 
vour to  know  the  certainty  of  thofe  things  where* 
in  you  h*ve  been  inftrufted,  to  underftand  what  you 
ought  to  believe,  and  the  fure  foundation  upon  which 
your  faith  ought  to  reft,  that  it  (land  not  in  the  wif, 
dom  of  man,  but  in  the  power  of  God.  1  conclude 
this  article  with  the  good  advice  which  pious  king 
Jehofhaphat  delivered  to  his  army,  when  going  forth 
to  battle :  €  Believe  in  the  Lord  your  Qod,  fo  (ball 
4  you  be  eftablifhed  $  believe  his  prophets,  fp  (hall  ye 

*  profperV 

10  %  Moreover,  the  Lorj>  fpafce  ag?un  unto 
Ahaz,  faying, 

1 1  A(k  thee  a  fign  of  the  Lord  thy  Godt 
afk  it  either  in  the  depth,  or  in  the  height  above. 

To  repiove  every  pretext  fpr  incredulity  that  might 
have  been  alledged,  and  to  confirm  the  faith  of  Ahaz 
and  that  of  his  fubjeds,  our  prophet  is  employed  by 
Jehoy^h,  to  require  of  the  king  of  Judah  to  afk  of  him 
3  fign.— -—-In  fcripture-language,  God  is  faid  to  fpeak 
whatever  he  commands  his  feryants  to  deliver  in  his 
name,  or  infpires  them  by  his  Spirit  fp  communicate 
to  others  fpr  their  inftru&ion.  In  this  fenfe  we  un- 
derfland 2  Chrpn.  jpcxiii.  io-  where  we  a^e  informed, 
that -the  X^ord  fpa^e  to  Manaffeh,  and  to  his  people, 
but  they  would  not  hearken ;  and  in  lik$  manner  we 
explain  the  words  before  us.  The  Lord  fpake  now 
to  Ahaz,  a?  foe  did  forpierly,  by  the  miniftry  of  Ifaiah, 
faying, 

AJk  thee  ajign  rftbc  Lord  thy  God,  Signs  are  menT 
tjoned  in  various  fenfes  in  fcripture.   Sometimes  they 

*  *  Chroa*  xx.  20, 

denote 
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denote  things  obvious  to  the  fenfes,  that  either  of 
themfelves,  of  divine  inftitution,  or  human  appoint* 
ment,  ferve  to  reprefeut  or  remind  men  of  fomewhat 
different  from  themielves.  In  this  view,  the  rainbow 
is  called  a  fign  or  token  of  the  covenant  into  which 
God  entered  with  Noah  *•  The  luminaries  of  heaven 
are  called  figns ;  bec&ufe,  by  their  appearance,  mo- 
tions, and  revolutions,  they  not  only  announce  the 
glory  of  God,  but,  by  their  fituations,  conjun&ions, 
and  eclipfes,  they  indicate  the  leafons,  the  (late  of  the 
weather,  and  other  circumftances.  At  other  times, 
they  are  ufed  to  fignify  wonders  or  miracles ;  fenfible 
cfieSts  furpaffing  the  power  of  natural  caufes  to  pro* 
duce,  or  fome  extraordinary  phenomena  which  can- 
not otherwife  be  explained  than  by  attributing  them 
to  the  omnipotence  of  Jehovah.  In  this  fenfe,  the 
royal  pfalmift  acknowledges,  that  Ifrael  remembered 
not  the  figns  and  the  wonders  wrought  among  them 
in  the  land  of  Ham  f.  Signs  of  this  fort,  are  certain 
demonstrations  of  the  power  and  prefence  of  the  AU 
mighty ;  and  have  been  performed,  for  the  moft  part, 
to  prove,  that  thofe  who  wrought  them  were  fent  of 
God  to  reveal  his  will  to  men,  and  that  therefore 
what  they  delivered  was  inconteftably  true.  Such  were 
the  figns  and  miracles  wrought  by  Mofes  and  the  other 
prophets,  and  fuch  was  the  fign  that  Ahaz  was  requir- 
ed to  alk  of  the  Lord  his  God.  The  Moft  High,  who 
alone  doth  wonders,  could  eafily  have  given  the  king, 
and  his  people,  fuch  a  fign  or  miracle  as  would  have 
effedually  attefted  the  truth  of  the  meffage  he  autho- 
rized his  fervant  to  deliver,  though  it  had  not  been 
jriked.  The  prince,  however,  is  defired  to  requeft 
this  favour  of  the  Lord,  that,  in  this  manner,  he 
might  publicly  acknowledge  his  dependence  upon  the 
God  of  Ifrael,  and  exprefs  his  agreeable  expe&atioA 
of  his  merciful  protection. 

•  Gen.  is*  12,  13.  f  Pfal.  or.  27.  and  cvi.  21. 

Though 


408  LECTURES  on  the       Chap.  VII. 

Though  Ahaz  is  dire&ed  to  afk  for  himfelf  a  fign, 
to  remove  his  infidelity  and  diflrufl,  and  to  excite 
hope  and  confidence  in  God,  we  mud  not  fuppofe 
that  his  people  were  to  be  excluded  from  receiving 
benefit  from  it.  The  court  and  fubjetts  of  Judah 
were  informed,  with  the  prince,  that  unlefs  they  be- 
lieved, they  could  not  be  eflablifhed :  and  though  this 
declaration  could  not  be  broken  or  reverfed,  there 
was  great  danger  of  their  dilbelicving  the  word  of  the 
Lord ;  and  therefore  a  fign  was  offered,  whofe  bene* 
fit  might  extend  to  the  whole  body  of  the  people,  to 
encourage  their  faith  in  the  aflurance  they  had  receiv- 
ed.—Though  Ahaz  was  a  man  of  a  very  wicked 
and  profligate  character,  he  is  defired  to  afk  a  fign  of 
the  Lord  his  God.  To  juftify  this  expreffion,  we 
ought  to  recoiled,  that  the  king  and  his  fubje&s  were 
the  pofterity  of  Abraham,  to  whom  Jehovah  had  pro. 
tnifed,  that  he  would  be  a  God  to  him,  and  to  his 
offspring ;  and  that  this  prince  was  one  of  the  family 
of  David,  to  whom  God  had  declared,  *  Thine  houfe 
c  and  thy  kingdom  fhall  be  eflablifhed  before  thee  for 
*  ever  V  In  the  full  fenfe  of  the  words,  Jehovah  was 
the  God  of  Jefus  Chrift,  who  is  called,  by  way  of - 
eminence,  the  feed  of  Abraham,  in  whom  all  the  fa- 
milies of  the  earth  are  blefled  with  fome '  advantages, 
and  through  whom  fome  of  all  nations  enjoy  fpirituai 
bleflings ;  in  virtue  of  which,  God  is  called  their  God. 
The  words,  when  addreffed  to  Ahaz,  muil  be  under- 
flood  with  fome  limitation.  Though  his  grandfather 
and  father,  who  were  kings  of  Judah,  feem  to  have 
been  children  of  the  promife,  at  this  time  he  was  an 
impious  young  man,  addidted  to  the  mofl  enormous 
crimes.  Defcended,  however,  from  great  and  good 
progenitors,  elevated  to  the  throne  which  they  had 
filled,  reigning  over  a  kingdom  compofed  of  the  pro- 
fefling  people  of  God,  who  had  not  formally  re* 
flounced  their  fubje&ion  to  the  Lord,  the  prophet  re- 

*  3  Sam.  vii,  |(S. 

jnind$ 
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minds  Ahaz  of  his  relation  to  the  true  God,  who,  by 
this  meffage,  difplayed  toward  him  the  moil  admir- 
able condefcenfion. 

AJk  it  either  in  the  depthy  or  in  the  height  above* 
No  reftriftion  is  laid  upon  the  prince,  refpetting 
either  the  place,  or  element,  in  which  he  might  re-* 
queft  the  fign  offered  him  to  be  performed.  To  give 
him  the  more  convincing  evidence  of  the  prophet's 
being  fent  from  God,  that  every  plea  for  unbelief 
might  be  taken  away,  and  that  the  king  might  have 
the  faireft  opportunity  of  difplaying  the  difpofitions  he 
pofTeffed,  he  is  left  entirely  at  liberty  to  pitch  upon 
whatever  fign  he  pleafed,  and  to  afk  it  to  be  done  in 
whatever  place  he  choofed.  Afk  it,  faid  Ifaiah,  either 
in  the  depth,  in  the  earth,  or  in  the  waters  under  the 
earth ;  or  in  tKe  heavens  above,  in  the  firmament,  or 
in  the  luminaries  whereby  the  world  is  enlightened* 
Will  you  have  the  earth  to  be  moved,  the  rocks  to 
be  rent,  the  waters  to  be  dried  up,  the  dead  to  be 
raifed,  or  the  face  of  the  earth  to  affume  an  appear- 
ance different  from  the  feafon  of  the  year  ?  Will  you 
have  fome  aftonifhing  wonder  done  upon  the  beads 
of  the  field,  or  the  birds  of  the  air  ?  or,  Shall  the  fun 
{land  (till  in  his  courfe,  or  go  backward;  be  eclipfed, 
or  covered  with  darknefs  ?  Afk  of  him  who  calleth 
the  things  that  are  not  as  though  they  were,  fome  of 
thefe  figns ;  and,  in  confirmation  of  the  meffage  I 
have  delivered  to  you  from  God,  it  fhall  imme- 
diately be  done.  The  God  whom  I  ferve,  and  who 
fent  me  with  the  folemn  affurance  1  have  repeated,  is 
infinitely  able  to  do  beyond  what  you  can  either  afk 
or  think,  E.efufe  not  to  accept  the  generous  offer 
now  made  you  by  him  who  fpeaketh  to  you  from 
heaven:   afk  and  you  fhall  receive,  that  your  faith 

may  be  ftrong. How  admirable  the  grace  and 

condefcenfion  of  the  moil  high  God,  in  vouchsafing 
to  make  this  generous  offer  to  a  wicked,  fuperftitious 
prince,  to  remove  his  incredulity  refpeftfng  the  mef- 
fage fent  him  by  the  \  rophet !  How  glorious  the  om- 
nipotence 
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nipotence  4>f  Jehovah,  for  whom  all  things  are  pof- 
fible ;  who  is  always  able  to  perform  what  he  de- 
clares, to  confer  what  he  promifeth,  and  to  inflift 
What  he  threateneth !  (  Take  heed,  then,  left  there  be 

*  in  any  of  you  an  evil  heart  of  unbelief,  in  departing 
4  from  the  living  God  V 

1 2  But  Ahaz  faid,  I  will  not  afk,  neither  will 
I  tempt  the  Lord* 

Thefe  words  contain  the  perverfe  anfwer  which  the 
king  of  Judah  returned  to  the  very  condescending 
Offer  he  received.  It  refembles  the  haughty  reply  of 
Pharaoh,  king  of  Egypt,  to  the  juft  demand  that  Mo* 
fes  made  upon  him  in  the  name  of  God,  to  let  hit 
people  go,  that  they  might  ferve  him.  Who  is  the 
Lord,  faid  that  proud  monarch,  that  I  (hould  obey 
him  ?  I  know  not  the  Lord,  neither  will  I  let  Ifrael 
go.  The  Almighty  had  gracioufly  proraifed  protec* 
tion  and  fafety,  in  the  time  of  danger,  to  Ahaz  and 
his  people,  from  their  numerous  powerful  enemies, 
Who  were  about  to  march  againft  them ;  and,  as  an 
evidence  of  the  certainty  of  this  extraordinary,  unex* 
pefted  event,  God  was  pleafed  to  offer  a  fign,  for  the 
conviftion  of  the  prince  and  his  fubjefts,  which  he 
Obftinately  refufed  to  accept.  By  this  perverfe  con- 
duft,  he  publicly  avowed  his  impiety,  and  united  re* 
bellion  to  ingratitude.— —How  obftinate  and  perverfe 

*  creature  is  man !  A  crown,  a  fceptre,  and  a  king- 
dom, cannot  change  his  nature  ;  nor  do  his  obliga- 
tions to  God  for  his  elevation  to  foyal  dignity,  check 
the  perverfity  of  his  difpofitions.  Royalty,  which  al- 
lows a  man  to  aft  without  control,,  affords  him  oppor- 
tunity of  difcovering  his  real  temper.  Perfons  in  th£ 
lower  ranks  of  life,  may  be  influenced  by  timidity,  or 
the  example  of  their  fuperiors,  and  aft  with  the  view 
of  aggrandizing  themfelves  ifi  their  favour ;  but  he 

♦  HA.  Hi.  i  2. 

who 
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who  presides  over  a  kiiigdom,  afls  without  reftraint. 
In  this  exalted  ftation,  we  behold  human  nature  in  its 
true  light,  undifguifed  by  falfe  colouring,  afting 
agreeably  to  the  di&ates  of  a  mind  unfettered,  un- 
mwed,  and  perfe&ly  free  from  the  fear  of  man.  If  we 
form  an  eftimate  of  the  human  chara&er  upon  the 
hiftory  of  the  kings  of  Ifrael  and  Judah  recorded  in 
fcripture,  it  mud  be  highly  unfavourable  to  mankind. 
Though  laid  under  peculiar  obligations  to  the  fervice 
of  God,  and  the  pra&ice  of  goodnefs,  we  fee  united 
in  their  condu&,  the  moil  daring  wickcdnefs,  at- 
tended with  contumacy  in  a  high  degree. 

Neither  will  I  tempt  the  Lord.  By  this  exprefiion 
the  king  of  Judah,  recollecting  the  prohibition  writ- 
ten  in  the  divine  law,  '  Thou  (halt  not  tempt  the 
*  Lord  thy  God*/  feems  to  have  intended  to  juftify 
his  conduft.  What  a  ftrange  abufe  of  words,  to  call 
obedience  to  a  plain  command  of  God,  tempting  him ! 
Men  tempt  the  Lord  in  two  different  ways.  Either 
by  heedlefsly  ruihing  into  known  hazardous  and  dan- 
gerous circumftances,  from  which  they  cannot  expe& 
to  extricate  thtmfelves,  whilft  they  pretend  to  trull  in 
God  for  deliverance.  Such  was  the  temptation  pre- 
fented  by  Satan  to  our  bleffed  Saviour,  to  call  him- 
felf  down  from  the  pinnacle  of  the  temple,  fuggefting 
to  him  a  promife  of  divine  protection  and  fafety.  Or 
when  dilfatisfied  with  the  means  which  they  pof- 
fefs  of  acquiring  the  knowledge  of  truth  and  duty, 
and  of  fupplying  their  neceflities,  they  require  far- 
ther extraordinary  means  of  convi&ion  and  relief, 
which  they  have  no  right  to  demand  or  expett.  In 
•  this  manner,  the  unbelieving  Jews  tempted  the  Son 
of  God  whilft  he  tabernacled  upon  earth.  Aftef  all 
the  ftupendous  wonders  he  wrought  among  them, 
they  infolcntly  defired  him.  to  perform  more  figns  and 
wonders ;  and  becaufe  the  wifdom  of  God  refufed  to 
gratify  them,  they  obftinately  perfifted  in  rejecting 

#  Deut.  vt.  j 6. 
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him.     In  neither  of  thefe  ways  could  Ahaz  have 
tempted  the  Lord,  by  aiking  of  him  a  fign,  after  he 
was  fully  authorized  to  mention  what  fort  of  fign 
would  be  mod  acceptable  and  fatisfa&ory.     The  ex- 
cufe  was  only  a  frivolous  pretext,  by  which  he  fool* 
ifhly  declined  to  obey  the  divine  command.     There 
were,  however,  probably,  other  reafons  which  deter- 
mined him  not  to  afk  any  fign  from  God.     By  com- 
plying with  the  prophet's  requifition,  he  would  have 
been  obliged  to  abandon  his  ptojeft  of  calling  Into 
his  afliftance  the  king  of  Affyria*  and  to  have  repofed 
his  confidence  upon  the  Lord  alone,  whom,  in  his 
pride  and  witkednefs,  he  had  contertmed.-*— Every 
unbelieving,  difobedient  tranfgrefibr  is  fen  Ahaz,  and  < 
proudly  rejeds  the  kind  offers  made  to  him  by  the 
Lord.     The  great  God  gracioufly  invites  men  to  re- 
turn to  him,  from  whom  they  have  deeply  revolted  j 
to  place  their  dependence  upon  hint  alone,  relying 
upon  the  ample  fecurity  he  hath  given  by  Immanuel, 
of  complete  delivef  ance  from  all  enemies.   But,  alas ! 
many  rejeft  thefe  kind  offers  of  falvation,  and  flight 
him  who  is  fet  for  the  fall  and  riling  again  of  many 
in  lfrael ;    and   for  a  fign  uhich  {hall   be  fpoken 
againft  *«    If  the  refufal  of  temporal  deliverance,  and 
the  fign  which  was  ready  to  be  given  of  its  certainty, 
was  an  enormous  crime,  how  great  muft  be  their  fin 
who  rejedt  etertial  falvation,  and  the  figns  which  the 
divine  wifdom  offers,  as  fecurity  for  its  completion  in 
due  time  ?  4  See  then  that  ye  refufe  not  him  that 

*  fpeaketh :  for  if  they  efcaped  not,  who  refufed  him 

*  that  Ipake  on  earth,  much  more  lhall  not  we  efcape, 
4  if  we  turn  away  from  him  that  fpeaketh  from  hea* 

*  vtaf.' 

1 3  And  he  faid,  Hear  ye  now,  O  houfe  of 
David,  Is  it  a  fmall  thing  for  you  to  weary  men,' 
but  will  ye  weary  my  God  alfo  ?  j 

*  Luke  ii.  34.  '  f  Hcb.  xii.  25. 
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The  hypocrify  and  incredulity,  which  Ahaz  disco- 
vered in  his  reply,  are  here  feverely  reprehended ;  the 
falfe  colours  by  which  he  endeavoured  to  cover  his. 
bad  difpofitions  are  taken  away,  and  the  real  caufe  of 
has  refufal  is  affigned.— -The  prophet  addreffea  the 
king  not  by  his  own  name,  but  by  that  of  his  great 
and  renowned  progenitor;  in  this  manner  reproaching 
him  with  his  ungrateful  conduct,  and  teftifying  hi* 
juft  indignation  upon  that  account.  In  a  manner  iimi* 
lar  to  this,  Mofes  expreffed  his  difpleafure  againft 
Korah  and  his  company,  who  ftirred  up  rebellion  in 
the  camp  of  Ifrael,  when  he  thus  fpake^  4  Hear,  I  pray 
*  you,  ye  fons  of  Levi  V  iffc.  Hear  now,  ye  degene- 
rate offspring  of  the  illuftrious  family  of  God's  fer- 
vant,  David,  who  was  eminently  diftinguiflied  by 
being  a  man  according  to  God's  own  heart,  and  in 
whole  conduft  ye  may  fee  a  remarkable  example  of 
faith  and  obedience.  To  you  I  now  fpeak ;  from  you 
I  now  demand  the  clofeft  attention  to  what  I  am  about 
to  deliver  in  the  name  of  God,  folicitous  that  it  may 
make  deep  knpreffion  on  your  hearts.— —The  pro* 
phets  often  introcjuce  the  raeffages  which  they  brought 
from  God,  by  demanding  the  mod  ferious  attention 
from  thofe  to  whom  they  were  fent ;  to  which,  in 
every  view,  they  were  mod  certainly  entitled.  From 
us  they  claim  equal  regard,  which  at  all  times  we 
ought  carefully  to  exprefs.  If  we  are  difpleafed  with 
thofe  who  will  not  hear  us,  and  furprifed  when  God 
doth  not  grant  our  prayers,  how  much  more  may  Je- 
hovah be  offended,  when  we  refufe  to  hearken  to  his 
precepts  ? 

Is  it  a  /mall  thing  for  you  to  weary  mcn^  but  will  ye 
xveary  my  God  alfo  ?  Does  it  feerh,  in  your  view,  a 
light  and  trivial  matter,  to  ad  in  the  difrefpe&ful 
and  undutiful  manner  you  have  done  ?  There  is  a 
peculiar  fharpnefs  and  poignancy  in  this  reproof,, 
which  is  increafed  by  the  queftitfnary  form  in  which 

♦  (fumb%  xvi.  $• 

it 
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it  is  delivered-  It  referobles  the  pointed  interrogatory 
which  the  ambafiadors,  fent  by  the  congregation  oi  the 
Lord,  directed  to  the  children  of  Reuben,  the  chiU 
dren  of  Gad,  and  the  half  tribe  of  Manaffeh :  4  is 
4  the  iniquity  of  Pep?  (faid  they)  too  jit  tie  fpr  us* 

*  fropi  which  we  are  pot  cleartfed  unto  this  day,  thai 

*  ye  muft  turn  away  this  day  from  following  the 

*  Lord  *  ?  ■  flfieq  are  wearied  &nd  fatigued,  when  their 
ftrengtfi  is  exha\ifte^,  their  patience  worn  out,  their 
expectations  difappoiitfed,  and  their  defigns  counter? 
a£ked.  Aha?,  and  his  court,  had  wearied  Juduh 
\vUh  afts  of  oppreflion,  and  wickednefs  of  various 
kinds,  by  which  the  (length  and  patience  of  the  na? 
tion  were  exhaufted  :  they  had  wearied  the  remnant 
of  the  godly  with  their  criminal  and  profane  prac-? 
tices,  whpreby  they  dreaded  their  hopes  would  be  fruf* 
trated ;  and  they  had  wearied  lfaiah  with  the  frow^rd, 
hypocritical  anfwers  that  had  been  given  tp  the  gra- 
cious jneflages  that  he  had  brought  from  God.  And 
as  if  all  this  had  been  too  little,  to  difcover  their  con* 
tempt  of  the  Almighty,  the  prophet  farther  Inquires, 
Will  ye  vyeary  my  God  alio  ?  Prpperly  fpeaking* 
the  everlafting  God,  the  Lord,  fainteth  not,  neither 
is  weary.  lie  is  never  in  the  lead  tired  of  upholding 
the  great  fabric  of  the  pniverfe,  of  preserving  all  the 
creatures  in  exiftence,  and  of  diftributing  among 
them  the  fruits  of  hi?  bounty  to  fupply  th^ir  neceffi? 
ties.  The  expreffion,  therefore,  (puit  be  underllpod 
metaphorically,  refpe&ing  external  divine  difpenfa- 
tions,  which  correfpond  to  the  actions  pf  men,  when 
they  are  weary,  and  aft  in  a  manner  fuited  to  thi$ 
condition.  In  this  fenfe,  the  Mod  High  is  faid  to 
be  weary,  when  men,  by  a  long  continued  courie  of 
bad  conduit,  and  frequently  repeated  a&s  of  wicked- 
nefs,  proyoke  him  no  longer  to  ejtercife  patience  to* 
ward  them,  but  without  delay  to  execute  upon  them 
righteous  vengeance  fpr  {heir  iniqvuties.     Thus  it 

+  Jojh.  x*ii.  IJ,  18. 

comes 


Veil**     PRQPHECHS  or  ISAIAH.         4*5 

comes  to  pais,  tvhen  people,  affuming  the  appearance 
of  morality  in  tbsir  lives,  indulge  atheiftical,  wicked 
difpofitions  in  their  hearts ;  when,  through  hypoerify* 
and  peryerfity,  they  arraign  the  dispensations  of  di- 
vine providence*  as  inconJiftent  and  different  from, 
what  in  truth  they  are.  In  this  manner,  the  king 
of  J  ad  ah  wearied  God  by  his  incredulity*  diflimuia- 
tion,  aad .  obftinate  rejection  of  the  condftfccndtng 
offers  made  him  by  his  fervant  the  prophet,  which* 
with  humility  and  gratitude,  he  ought  to  have  ae~  m 
cepted.^-r-fFrom  hence  we  learn,  as  from  other  paf-  " 
fages  of  fcripture,  that  the  great  God  is  .pleafcd  to 
confider  the  indignities  and  injuries  done  to  his  Ser- 
vants as  done  to  bimfeif.  He  that  defpifeth  or 
wearieth  them,  defpifeth  and  wearieth.  God :  be  that 
keareth  them*  heareth  htm  that  Cent  them :  he  that 
believeth  not  their  teftimooy,  and  complied*  not  with 
their  counfels?  i&  reckoned  thus  to  ad}  toward  him 
with  whofe  meflage  they  are.  intruded.  They  that 
lie  to  them,  fie  not  to  men,  but  to  God  *«  Beware 
then  of  wearying  God,  by  refuting  to  comply  witfc 
the  admonitions  and  ofers  he  gives  you  by  his  feiv 
vants ;  but  now,  while  it  is  called  to-day*  hearken 
to  his  voice*  and  obey  hk  call, 

14  Therefore  the  Lord  himfelf  fliall  give 
you  a  fign,  Behold,  a  virgin  fhall  conceive,  and 
bear  a  fon,  and  fhall  call  his  name  I  m manual 

The  prophet  here  declares,  that  the  Lord  would 
give  Ahaz  and  his  people  a  mod  wonderfuL  fign,  hy 
which  his  promifes  of  mercy  and, deliverance  wete 
to  be  fully  confirmed.— —-The  connection  o£  what 
is  promifed  with  the  narration  contained  in  the 
preceding  verfes,  is  marked  by  the  word  therefore; 
which  feems  to  import,  that  fince  the  king,  through 
pretended  modefty,  and  feigned  reverence  for  God, 

*  See  1  Sam.  wii.  7.   Lake  x.  16, 
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had  refufed,  after  he  was  defired,  to  afk  a  fign  or 
proof  of  the  certain  accomplishment  of  the  foretold  de- 
liverance, and  though  on  that  account  the  Lord  was 
juftly  difpleafed,  he  would  not  deprive  his  people  pf  a 
fign,  for  confirming  their  faith  in  the  important  truth 
of  which  he  had  given  them  aflu ranee.  Such  is  the 
fovereign  mercy  and  grace  of  God,  that  it  triumphs 
over  the  obftinate  wickednefsof  men,  and  derives  pe- 
culiar glory  from  the  perverfe  difobedience  of  tranf- 
.  greflbrs.  The  intimation  given  of  this  fign,  is  intro- 
duced with  the  word  behold,  which  is  often  ufed  in 
fcripture,  to  excite  and  preferve  attention  to  fomewhat 
wonderful,  extraordinary,  and  interefting,  that  the 
fpeaker  or  writer  was  about  to'  mention  or  defcribe. 
In  obedience  to  this  call,  let  us  contemplate  with  ad- 
miration and  gratitude  this  aftonifhing  fign,  which  the 
Lord  himfelf  was  pleafed  to  give,  for  eftablifhing  the 
faith  of  his  people  in  his  promife.-— *-The  miracle 
foretold  is  thus  exprefled : 

A  virgin  Jhall  conceive ',  and  bear  a  /on.  Between 
thefe  words  of  Ifaiah,  and  the  fatt  recorded  by  the 
apoftle  Matthew*,  there  is  the  moft  intimate  corre* 
fpondence,  and  perfeft  agreement,  both  relating  to 
the  fame  great  event. .  The  prophecy,  revealed  the 
purpofe  and  counfel  of  Jehovah ;  the  accomplifhment 
declared  his  fidelity  and  veracity :  the  prediction  an- 
nounced the  certain  future  event;  and  the  event, 
when  it  came  to  pafs,  fulfilled  the  predi&ion.  The 
infpired  apoftle,  therefore,  remarks,  when  recording 
the  nativity  of  Jcfus  Chrift,  '  Now  all  this  was  done, 
'  that  it  might  be  fulfilled  which  was  fpoken  of  the 
4  Lord  by  the  prophet,*  in  the  words  before  us;  which 
are  exprefsly  applied  to  the  Virgin  Mary,  and  her 
Son  Jefus  Chrift.  The  fad,  which  Matthew  relates, 
happened,  that  what  was  here  predicted  might  be  ac- 
compli (hed,  not  in  a  figurative  fenfe,  or  in  way  of 
accommodation,  but  in  the  literal  and  proper  fenfe  of 

*  Matth.  i.  33, 

the 
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the  words.  To  no  other  perfons  can  they  with  juftice 
be  referred :  not  to  the  wife  of  Ahaz,  and  his  fon 
Hezekiah,  who  was  born  long  before  this  prediction 
was  delivered ;  nor  to  the  wife  of  Ifaiah,  ■  and  any  of 
his  fons,   none  of  whom  was  ever  elevated  to  the 
throne  of  Judah.     Nor  can  any  event  of  which  we 
have  knowledge,  that  came  to  pafs  about  the  time 
this  fign  was  foretold,  be  confidered  {withoutoffering 
violence  to  the  plain  meaning  of  language)  as  the  ac* 
complifhment  of  what  is  here  declared.     We,  there- 
fore, conclude,  that  the  fign  promifed  was  the  nura* 
culous  nativity  of  Jefiis  Chrift,  to  whofe  birth  the 
wonderful  circumflances  mentioned  in  this  verfe  pre* 
cifely  agree.     The  chief  difficulty  which  arifes  from 
this  expofition,  is  this,  How  the  birth  of  the  great 
Meifiah,  which  did  not  happen  for  ages  after  the  de- 
liverance was  wrought  for  Judah,  for  confirming 
the  certainty  of  which  it  is  faid  to  be  a  fign,  could  be 
a  proof  or  evidence  of  its  accomplifhment  ?  In  an* 
fwer  to  this  obvious  obje&ion,  I  obferve,  the  aftonifh- 
ing  my  fiery  to  which  the  prophet  refers,  was  the  fure 
foundation  of  all  the  glorious  deliverances  which  God 
was  pteafed  to  work  for  his  church  in  every  age ;  and 
Ifaiah,   forefeeing,   by  the  fpirit  of  prophecy,   this 
great  expe&ed  event,  places  it  full  in  the  view  of  the 
godly  among  his  countrymen,  for  the  eftabliihment 
of  their  faith  and  hope  in  God,  in  their  prefent 
alarming  condition.     From  the  contemplation  of  this 
altogether  new  thing  in  the  earth,  greatly  more  won- 
derful than  the  prefervation  of  Ahaz  and  his  people 
from  the  threatened  deftruttion  by  their  enemies,  they 
ought  to  have  been  encouraged  to  wait  with  patience 
for  the  fulfilment  of  the  promifed  interpolation  of  di- 
vine providence.— —How  admirable  the  condefcen- 
fion  and  grace  of  God,  who,  notwithftanding  the  ob- 
flinate  rerafai  of  the  king  of  Judah  to  afk  a  fign,  either 
in  the  depth  or  in  the  height,  was  pleafed*  to  unite 
thefe  extremes  in  the  fign,  of  which  he  here  gives  the 
moft  explicit  affurance ! 

And 
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And  Jhall  tall  bh  name  Immatmel ;  which  being  in* 
terpreted,  fignifies,  God  with  us9  God  manifeft  in  our 
fiefti,  tabernacling  among  men,  deeply  engaged  in 
promoting  our  belt  interests*   God  indeed  is  with  us, 
by  the  immenfity  of  his  divine  prefence,  which  fills 
heaven  and  earth,  and  extends  to  all  creatures  and  all 
places,  as  the  royal  pfalmift  beautifully  reprefents  in 
Pfalm  cXxxix.    God  is  alfo  with  us,  in  refpeft  of  his 
providential  difpenfations,  whereby,  according  to  his 
good  pleafure,  he  difpofes  of  all  perfons  and  events, 
fo  as  to  advance  his  own  glory,  and  the  good  of  nis 
people.     In  neither  of  thefe  fenfes  of  the  expreffion 
nave  we  the  full  import  of  the  name  given  to  the  il* 
luftrious  Perfon,  whofe  miraculous  birth  is  heTe  fore* 
told.    It  denotes,  that,  in  confequence  of  his  nativity, 
God  is  with  us,  in  the  moft  intimate  and  friendly 
manner,  to  afford  us  the  richeft  difplays  of  his  favour 
and  love,  to  fulfil  all  his  exceeding  great  and  precious 
promises,  to  effeSuate  all  the  benevolent  purpofes  of 
his  tender  mercy  and  loving-kindnefs,  to  remove  ouf 
guilt,  to  difpel  our  ignorance,  to  conquer  our  ene* 
tnies,  to  blels  and  fan&ify,  to  preferve  and  fave  us* 
Words. cannot  exprefs  what  is  comprehended  in  the 
name  Immanuel.   God  being  with  us,  he  employs  all 
his  perfe&ions  for  promoting  our  fafety  and  felicity  ; 
he  confers  upon  us  the  moft  important  privileges ;  he 
taketh  part  with  us  againft  our  enemies-;  he  removes 
every  obftruftion  that  lies  in  the  way  to  glory,   ho- 
nour, and  immortality ;  he  conducts  us  through  all 
the  mazes  of  this  life,  and  is  ever  a&ive  in  promoting 
our  real  and  eternal  happinefs.     Though  the  child, 
born  of  a  virgin  had  been  abfolutely  per f eft.    his 
obedience  commenfurate  to  the  demands  of  the  divine 
law,  and  his  fubftitution  and  fufferings  for  finners  vo- 
luntary, had  he  been  no  more  than  man,  he  could 
not  have  been  equal  to  the  arduous  work  of  redemp- 
tion.    If  deeply  convinced  of  our  obnoxioufnefs  to 
the  difpleafurc  of  the  Almighty,  we  might  fink  into 
defpair,  were  we  not  folemnly  allured  in  -the  fcrip- 

tures, 
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tures,  that  a  divine  perfon,  in  human  nature,  engaged 
for  us.  This  wonderful  condefcenfion  gave  immenfe 
value  to  all  that  he  did,  knd  to  ail  that  he  firffered : 
by  his  almighty  arm  he  can  eafily  vanquifh  all  the  dif- 
ficulties that  might  obftruft  our  falvation.  This  alone 
affords  a  folid  ground  of  hope  to  finner*  of  mankind, 
awakened  to  a  deep  concern  what  they  (hall  do  to  be 
faved.  We  may  now  adopt  the  triumphant  chal- 
lenge of  the  apoitle  Paul, c  If  God  be  for  us,  who  can 
'  be  agalnft  us.*  '  Notwithftanding  the  many  diffi- 
culties and  enemies  with  which  we  have  to  contend, 
we  fhall  be  more  than  conquerors  through  him  that 
loved  us.  God  is  with  lis,  to  protect  and  affift,  to 
dired  and  blefs  us* 

1  jf  Butter  and  honey  (hall  he  eat,  that  he  may 
know  to  refufe  th$  evil,  and  choofe  the  good. 

Two  remarkable  circumftances  are  here  mentioned, 
refpe&ing  the  child  whofe  nativity  the  prophet  had  fore- 
told,——Butter  and  honey  are  articles  of  food,  which 
are  well  known  to  denote  the  plenty  and  peace  of 
the  country  in  which  they  ate  enjoyed  in  abundance. 
Upon  this  provifion  of  peaceful  and  plentiful  times, 
with  which  the  land  of  Canaan  abounded  in  fuch 
feafons,  the  promifed  child  was  to  be  fuftained*  Prior 
to  this  period,  the  countries  belonging  to  the  two 
kings  wno  diftreffed  Judah,  were  to  be  debated ;  in 
confequence  of  which,  that  kingdom  was  to  enjoy 

the  bleffings  of  peace  and  plenty, Thai  he  may 

know  to  refufe  the  evil,  and  choofe  the  good.  The  ex-» 
predion,  according  to  this  verfion,  is  involved  in  much 
obfeurity  and  difficulty,  and  feems  to  have  little  or  no 
meaning.  What  good  fenfi?  do  you  perceive  in  the 
declaration,  that  a  child  (hall  eat  butter  and  honey, 
that  he  may  know  to  refufe  evil,  and  choofe  good  ? 
This  food,  I  fuppofe,  does  not  produce  thefe  eff<p&s 
more  than  any  other  kind  of  wholefome  fufUnancc 
The  obfeurity  of  this  paffage  is  greatly  removed,  by 

-  3  G  vender* 
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rendering  the  Hebrew  particle  tranflated  that,  by  the 
word  when,  in  doing  which  I  ajn  fupported  by  good 
authority  #.   By  this  fmall  alteration,  the  confiftepcy, 
connection,  and  meaning  of  our  prophet  appear  more 
evident.   Butter  a^d  honey  (hall  he  eat,  when  he  (hall 
know  to  refufe  the  evil,  and  choofe  the  good :  after 
he  arrived*  in  fpme  degree,  at  the  ufe  of  reafon,  and 
became  capable  of  dittinguifhing  the  goodnefs  and 
badnefs  of  obje&$,  of  difcerning  the  difference  between 
truth  and  error,  and  of  perceiving  what  is  pleafmg 
ajid  offenfive  to  God,  the  diftrefsful  times  of  war 
ihould  be  over,  and  the  land  be  relieved  from  its 
enemies;  in. copfequence  whereof,  he  fhouid  lhare  in 
the  provifions  peculiar  to  thofe  who  enjoy  peace  at\d 
plenty.     This  predi&ion  was  remarkably  verified  ip, 
Immanuel,  ip  whom  this  whole  prophecy  received  its 
full  completion,     That  wonderful  child,  the  hope  pf 
Ifrael,  and  the  falvation  thereof,  was  born  and  grew 
up  in  peaceable  times,  ip  the  plentiful  country  of  Ju- 
dea,  where  he  lived  upon  thofe  provifions  with  which 
the  inhabitants  were  generally  fupplied.**- — How  ad- 
mirable the  grace  of  our  bjefled  lpimanuel,  who  con- 
descended to  be  bom  in  humble  circumftances,  and 
tQ  live  on  the  homely  fare  by  which  the  poorer  fort 
of  people  were  maintained \  This  wonderful  humilia- 
tion or  the  Son  of  God,  to  which  he  fubmitted  for 
our  fakes,  ought  ever  to  animate  our  praifes  and  obe- 
dience to  our  companionate  Saviour ;  who  though  he 
was  rich,  for  our  fakes,  became  poor,  that  we  through 
his  poverty  might  be  rich  f . 

1 6  For  before  the  child  fh&ll  know  to  refufe 
the  evil,  and  choofe  the  good,  the  land  that  thou 
abhorreft  fjiall  be  forfaken  of  hoth  her  kings. 

The  prophet  applies  the  figit  abpve  mentioned, 
to  confirm  the  promife  he  had  delivered,  and  de- 

*  See  Dr.  Lowth's  Notes  on  Ifcriab,  p.  62.      f  2  Cor.  ▼iii.  9. 
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termines  the  time  of  its  accomplifhment.— Inter- 
preters widely  differ  in  opinion  refpe&ing  the  parti- 
cular child  intended  in  this  verfe.     Some  have  fup- 
pofed,  that  Shear-jafhub,  lfaiah's  fon,  whom  the  Lord 
ordered  the  prophet  to  take  with  him,  when  he  went 
to  meet  Ahaz,  was  the  child  fpoken  of:  others  have 
imagined,  that  Maher-fhalal-hafh-baz,  another  fon  of 
lfaiah,  afterward  mentioned,  was  the  child  here  meant: 
a  third  clafs  think,*  that  the  words  intend  no  other 
perfon  than  the  child  whofe  name  was  called  Imtaa- 
i\uel.     However  different,  at  firft  fight,  thefe  fenti- 
ments  may  appear,  the  period  of  time  fixed  far  the 
predi&ecl  deliverance  of  Judah,  from  the  hoftile  at- 
tacks of  Ephraim  and  Syria,  is  nearly  the  fame.     In- 
deed if  the  child'  firft  mentioned,  namely,  Shear- \ 
jafhub,  was  intended,  as  he  might  now  be  about  a 
year  old,  the  time  limited  mud  have  been  ihorter  by 
the  fpace  of  about  two  years,  than  it  could  have, 
been  if ,  his  brother  Maher-fhalal-hafh-baz  was  meant, 
who,  according  to  my  fuppofition,  was  not  born  for 
twelve  months,  or  thereby,  after  the  time  in  which  this 
prophecy  was  delivered.     If  the  prophet  fpeaks,  as  I 
fuppofe,  of  the  child  Immanuel,  the  time  fpecified  for 
the  deftru&ion  of  the  two  kings  by  whom  the  Jews 
were  diftreffed,  will  not  vary  much  from  that  which-  % 
is  fixed  by  thofe  who  are  of  a  different  opinion.   The 
obvious  and  literal  meaning  of  the  prediction  feems 
to  me  to  be  this :  Within  the  time  that  a  young  wo- 
man, now  a  virgin,  fhould  conceive  and  bring  forth 
a  child,  and  that  child  fhould  arrive  at  fuch  an  age  as 
to  diftinguifh  between  good  and  evil,  that  is,  within 
a  few  years,  the  enemies  of  Judah  were  to  be  deftroy- 
ed.     The  h6ufe  of  David,  by  this  leffer  deliverance, 
were  to  have  a  fign,  type,  affurance,  and  pledge  of  a 
greater  deliverance  which  they  expefted,  which  was 
announced  in  the  name  Immanuel,  and  had  been  fre- 
quently foretold  by  the  prophets.     The  prophecy 
being  introduced  with  fuch  folemnity,  the  iign  fo  ' 
marked  as  the  gift  of  God,  the  terms  in  which  the 

prediction 
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prediction  i«  delivered  being  fo  peculiar,  and  the 
name  of  the  child  fo  expreffive,  we  may  juftty  imagine, 
thsit^  in  minds  prepared  by  general  expectation  of  a 
great  deliverer  to  arife  from  the  family  of  David,  they 
raifed  hopes  far  beyond  what  the  prefent  occafioit 
fuggefted ;  efpecially  when,  in  the  fubfequent  prophe- ' 
cy,  this  child  is  reprefented  as  the  Lord  and  Prince  of 
Judah.  The  apoftle  Matthew,  therefore*  in  applying 
this  prophecy  to  Jefus  Chrift,  does  not  merely  accom* 
modate  the  words  of  the  -prophiet  to  a  fuitable  cafe, 
ivhich  was  not  in  IfaiahY  view1,  but  takes  them  in 
their  ftri&eft  and  moil  Important  fenfe,  according  to 
theprincipal  deftgn  for  which  they  were  intended  *. 

"The  land  that  tb&u  abborreft  Jhall  beforfaken  of  both 
for  kings*  You  will  recolleft,  that  the  prophet  was 
now  addreiling  Ahaz-,  the  king  of  Judah  ;  and  then 
you  may  be  fully  fatisfied,  that  the  land  which  he  ab- 
horred, and  held  in  deteftation,  was  the  land  of 
Ephraim  and  Syria,  whofe  princes  had  entered  into  a 
confederacy  againft  Judea,  and  were  uniting  their 
forces,  to  reduce  that  country  into  their  fobjedion* 
Ahaz  would  doubtlefs  abominate  the  inhabitants  of 
thefe  kingdoms,  on  account  of  their  perfidy  refpefting 
former  treaties  of  alliances,  in  afting  in  hofhlity  toward 
him  and  his  people,  with  whom  they  ought  to  have 
preferved  a  friendly  correfpondence ;  and  in  having 
proje&ed  the  fcheme  of  dethroning  him  and  his  fa- 
mily, and  of  elevating  another  in  his  room  to  the 
throne  of  Judah.  The  detefted  land  of  Ephraim  and 
Syria  was  to  be  forfaken  of  both  her  kings,  Pekah 
and  Rezin,  who  had  confpired  agairtft'the  family  of 
David  :  it  was  to  be  exhaufted  of  its  treafures,  de- 
prived of  its  forces,  and  evacuated  by  its  inhabitants, 
This  great  and  unexpected  devaftation  was  to  be 

*  .Thofe  who  wifti  to  fee  this  difficult  paflage  of  fcripture  more 
fully  explained,  may  confult  Biihcp  Hurd's  Introdudion  to  the 
.Study  of  the  Prophecies,  vol.  1.  p.  129.  ft  fig*  Maclaurin'a  EfTay 
on  the  Prophecies,  p.  1 19.  ft  fig.  Saurin's  Sermons,  tnrnfhted  by 
Robin fon,  vol.  ii.  fcnfi.  iif.    Yitr-ingii's  Comment,  in  loc.    -• 
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made  in  a  ftort  time  by  the  kings  of  Affyria,  as  plainly 
intimated  m  the  following  verfe,  ■«  The  accomplifh* 
ment  of  this  prophecy  Teems  to  be  limited  within  the 
fp*ce  of  three,  four,  or  at  mod  five  years,  after  its  de* 
livery.  About  that  time,  Tiglath-pilefet,  king  of  Affy- 
ria,  overturned  the  kingdom  of  Syria,  flew  Rezin  the 
king,  and  carried  away  captive  the  Syrians  into  Affy- 
ria  and  Media  *•  Hofhea,  the  foil  of  Elah,  flew  Pe* 
kah,  the  king  of  Ifrael,  and  the  kingdom  of  Ephraim 
was  almoft  totally  deft  toyed,  in  the  twentieth  year  of 

Jotham,  the  fon  of  Uzziah  f . By  this  paffage  of 

fcripture,  we  are  inftru&ed  in  the  exa&  foreknowledge 
of  God,  to  whom  all  his  works  are  known  from  the 
beginning ;  and  the  firm  (lability  of  his  counfels  and 
purpofes,  who  doth  in  heaven  and  in  earth  according. 
to  his  pleafure ;  and  that  all  the  circumftances  relarivfc 
to  his  difpenfations  of  providence  and  grace,  are  ac- 
curately adjufted.  We  are  alfo  taught  the  important 
teflon  of  firmly  relying  upon  the  unchangeable  faith* 
fulnefs  of  Jehovah,  which  is  engaged  to  fulfil  all  the 
promifes  he  hath  given  of  deliverance  and  fafety  to 
bit  people,  however  improbable  their  accomplifhment 
may  appear*  His  word  h  irrevocable ;  his  power  is 
invincible,  and.  cannot  be  refifled ;  his  purpofe  is  im- 
mutable, and  cannot  be  difannulled,  and  will  certainly 
be  executed  at  the  determined  feafoii. 

17  ^f  The  Lord  fhall  bring  upon  thee,  and  up- 
on thy  people,  arid  upon  thy  fathers  houfe,  days 
that  have  not  come,  from  the  day  that  Ephraim 
departed  from  Judah ;  even  the  king  of  Affyria. 

In  this  arid  the  following  verfes,  down  to  the  end 
of  the  chapter,  the  prdphet  foretels  the  invafions  and 
defolations  which  the  Je'wifh  nation  was  to  fuffer  from 
the  Aflfyrians. — >-— Notwithftanding  the  promife  of  de- 
liverance from  the  confederate  kings  of  Ephraim  and 

*  1  Kihgt  xvL  9.  f  2  Kings  xv.  30. 
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Syria,  confirmed  by  the  afliiranfce  of  the  nativity  o( 
ImmanueL,  God,  juftly  difpleafed  with  the  incredu- 
lity and  difobedience  of  Ahafc,  and  the  fins  of  his 
people,  direfts  his  fervant  to  place  fully  in  their  view ' 
the  grievous  calamities,  which  he  was  about  to  inflid 
on  them  by  means  of  the  Affyriaris,  For  this  purpofe, 
he  firft  reprefents  the  incurfions  of  that  powerful  na- 
tion, and  then  the  confequent  defolation  with  which 
they  were  to  be  attended.— —The  predi&ion  is  ab- 
ruptly introduced;  and  the  judgments  here  denounced, 
are  declared  to  proceed  from  Jehovah.  People  are 
apt  to  look  at  fecond  caufes,  and  to  rife  no  higher 
than  .the  inftruments  who  are  employed  in  difh effing 
them ;  whereas,  in  the  words  before  us,  and  in  many 
other  pafiages  of  fcripture,  God  is  reprefented  as  the 
chief  agent  in  cbaftizing  the  nations*  whilft  thofe- 
who  execute  the  judgments  he  inflitts,  are  only  as  the 
rod,  the  fiaff,  and  the  axe,  in  his  hand.  The  wrath 
which  Shifhak,  king  of  Egypt,  was  to  pour  upon  Je- 
rufalem,  tvas  the  wrath  of  God ;  and  that  prince  was 
no  more  than  the  vial  from  which  it  was  to  be  con- 
veyed. The  deannefs  of  teeth*  and  waiit  of  bread, 
which  Ifraql  experienced  in  all  their  cities,  was  fent 
them  by  the  Lord  God.  The  peltilence  which  burft 
forth  like  fire  in  the  houfe  of  Joleph,  and  devoured 
it,  proceeded  from  the  Lord  God  of  hofts.  The  ar- 
mies of  Aflyria,  which  marched  into  Judea,  received 
their  prders  ffom  the  Mod  High  over  all  the  earth. 
Thefe  and  fimilar  awful  judgments,  never  make  their 
appearance  until  they  have  got  a  divine  commiffion. 
It  the  wild  beafts  deftroy,  it  is  God  who  fends  them  -f 
if  the  peftilence  defolate  the  land,  it  is  God  who 
gives  the  command ;  if  the  fword  devour,  it  is  be- 
caufe  the  Lord  hath  flretched  out  his  hand.  If  days 
commence  that  fhall  exceed  in  devaluation  and  horror 
all  that  have  preceded  them,  it  is  affirmed,  in  this 
yerfe,  that  the  Lord  brings  them.  Ahaz,  his  people, 
and  his  fathers  houfe,  were  great  tranfgreflbrs,  and 
confcquently  the  authors   of  their  own  calamities. 

Their 
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Their  fini  proved  their  deftruftion..  •  The  armies  of 
Affyria  could  not  have  made  one  captive,  or  one 
breach  among  .them,  had  hot  their  iniquities  kindled 
again  ft  them  the  divine  difpleafure.— -4Vfy  brethren, 
the  principles  of  deftruftion  are  in  ourfelves;  Sin,  like 
the  moth,  which  eats  away  the  garment  in  which  it 
is  bred,  confumes  tbofe  iri  whom  h  i6  indulged,  unlefs 
it  is  deftrdyed.  Abounding  iniquity  in  kingdoms  and 
(latest  like  fatal  diftempers  which  prey  upon  the  hu- 
man conftitution,  and  prognofticate  the  diffafution  of 
our  frame,  becomes  the  certaia  forerunner  of  their 
overthrow,  and  the  procuring  caufes  of  their  ruin.  Let 
as  then  Itrenuoufly  endeavour,  in  dependence  upon 
God,  to  check  the  progrefs  of  thofe  fins,  whichj  unlefe 
they  are  abandoned,  will  prove  rnoft  dangerous  to  ouiv 
felves,!and  the  community  of  which  we  are  members. 
Days  that  have  not  come \  from  the  day  that  Ephraim 
departed  from  Judah  ;  even  the  king  of  Affyria.  The 
calamities  which  were  to  overtake  Ahaz,  his  family, 
and  people,  were  to  exceed  thofe  wherewith  thp  Jews 
had  been  viiited,  fince  the  feparation  of  Ifrael  from 
Judah.  *  That  remarkable  revolt  happened,  you  know, 
in  the  reign  of  Rehoboam,  the  fon  of  Solomon ;  and 
took  its  rife  from  the  tyranny  of  that  rafli  young  prince, 
who,  reje&ing  the  advice  of  aged  counfellors,  refufed 
to  hearken  to  the  remonftrances  of  his  fubjetts.  After 
that  memorable  period,  Judah  fuftained  many  griev- 
ous calamities,  all  of  which  were  to  be  exceeded  by 
thofe  which  are  here  foretold.  Of  the  truth  of  this 
prediction,  you  may  be  fenfible,  by  comparing  the 
miferies  they  had  fuffered  at  different  times,  with  thofe 
jnflifted  upon  them  by  the  Aflyrians,  whereby  this 
prophecy  was  fulfilled.  Tiglath-pilefer,  king  of 
Affyria,  greatly  diftreffed  and  fpoiled  Ahaz,  as  we 
read,  2  Chron.  xxviii.  20.  Afterward  Sennacherib, 
in  the  reign  of  Hezekiah,  poffeffed  himfelf  of  the 
cities  of  Judah,  laid  wafte  the  country,  and  (truck 
with  terror  the  inhabitants  of  Jerufalem,  as  we  learn 
from  the  thirty-fecond  chapter  of  Second  Chronicle^ 
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'  In  the  daysof  Manaffeh,  the  captain  of  the  hoft  of  tfie 
king  of  Aflyria  took  Manaffeh  among  the  thorns, 
bound  him  in  fetters.,  and  carried  him  away  to  Baby- 
lon, as  is  written,  £  Chron.  xxxiii.  11.  And  again, 
in  the  days  of  Jehoiachin,  Nebuchadnezzer,  king  of 
Babylon,'  came  and  bound  the  king  of  Judah  in  fet- 
ters, and  carried  him  to  Babylon,  with  the  goodly 
veflels  of  the  houfe  of  the  Lord,  as  recorded,  2  Chron. 
xxxvi.  10.  By  contemplating  the  calamities  fuftain- 
edby  the  Jews  in  the  feveral  invafions  of  the  Afly- 
riansy  you  will  find,  that  they  were  greater  than  the 
diftrefles  which  they  had  fuffered  in  former  times, 
from  Shifhak,  king  of  Egypt,  under  Rehoboam; 
from  the  Phiiiftines  and  Arabians,  under  Joram; 
from  the  Syrians,  under  Joafh ;  or  the  Ethiopians,  in 
the  reign  of  Afa,  In  this  manner  you  may  be  fully 
fatisfied  of  the  truth  of  the  prediction  before  us,- 
Let  the  review  of  the  terrible  judgments  which  God 
infii&ed  upon  the  Jews,  in  accompliihing  this  threat* 
ening,  excite  us,  for  whofe  inftruftion  tbey  were  re- 
corded, to  a  holy  fear  of  offending  hhn,  who  doth 
terrible  things  in  righteoufnefs.  Afraid  of  his  dread 
difpleafure,  let  us  carefully  avoid  thofe  tranfgreffions 
which  expofed  then\  to  fftch  direful  calamities, 

18  And  it  (hall  come  to  paf$  in  that  day, 
(bat  the  Lord  fhall  hifs  for  the  fly,  that  is  m 
the  uttermoft  part  of  the  rivers  of  Egypt,  and^ 
for  the  bee  that  is  in  the  land  of  Aflyria. 

In  this  and  the  following  verfe,  the  prophet  illuf. 
trates  the  prediftion  delivered  in  the  foregoing  one, 
by  figuratively  defcribing  the  inftruments  who  wer<? 
to  be  employed  in  executing  the  above  threatening.— 
It  is  manifeft,  from  the  connexion  and  defign ofthi* 
prophecy,  that  it  ought  not  to  be  interpreted  in 
the  literal,  but  in  the  figurative  fenfe  of  the  words. 
Jn  this  view,  the  fly,  that  is  in  the  uttermoft  part  of 
tfie  rivers  of  Egypt,  feems  inten4ed  to  denote  the 
*  numerous 
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•numerous  tntops  of  that  once  powerful  kingdom, 
which  is  faid  to  have  bden  able  to  mufter  an  army  of 
four  hundred  thousand  men.  In  prophetic  language, 
the  fences  of  Egypt  might  be  fignificantly  expreffed 
by  a  fly,  as  that  lahd  abounded  with  great  quantities 
of  this  kind  of  infed ;  and  to  intimate  the  vail  num- 
bers of  Egyptians  who  were  to  be  called  forth  to  ac- 
tion, the  iurprifmg  rapidity  with  which  they  were  to 
march,  when,  after  the  manner  of  flies,  they  wei;e  to 
alight  in  Judea,  that  they  might  fuck  out  the  ftrength 
and  vigour  of  the  Jewifli  nation.  The  Egyptian  army 
was  to  march  from  the  uttermoil  part  of  the  rivers  of 
that  kingdom.  The  great  river  Nile,  by  which  the 
land  of  Egypt  was  watered,  is  faid  to  have  divided 
into  feven  different  dreams,  by  which  it  emptied  it- 
felf  into  the  fea»  Thefe,  I  fuppofe,  are  the  rivers  here 
intended  \  and  from  the  remote  places  about  them, 
called  Lower  Egypt,  the  troops  here  fpoken  of,  were 
to  march  againit  Judah. 

And  for  the  bee  that  h  in  the  land  of  Aflyria.  By 
the  bee  here  mentioned,  the  army  of  Aflyria  feems  to 
be  meant.  To  this  infe&  the  Creator  hath  given  a 
(harp  ding,  by  which  it  defends  itfelf,  and  annoys  its 
enemies ;  and  fo  affords  a  lively  reprefentation  of 
people  armed  for  war.  The  army  of  Aflyria,  in  a 
fpecial  manner,  refembled  the  bee;  as  it  was  com- 
pofed  of  vaft  numbers,  who  were  all  fubjed  to  one 
king,  all  obferved  the  drifted  order  and  difcipline, 
their  movements  were  attended  with  a  martial  found, 
whild  they  difplayed  the  utmoft  (kill  and  fortitude 
in  carrying  on  war.  On  thefe  and  other  accounts, 
the  troops  of  that  empire  might  be  fpoken  of  under 
this  figurative  defcription.— — For  the  armies  of 
Egypt  and  Aflfyria  the  prophet  declared,  that  the 
Lord  would  hifs.  The  exprefiion  occurred,  Chap* 
v.  26.  and  jeems  to  refer  to  the  pra&ice  of  fliepherds, 
who,  by  means  of  a  pipe,  or  feme  other  inftrument, 
called  together  their  flocks,  that  they  might  conduct 
them  with  the  greater  eafe  and  fafety  wherever  they 

3  H  intended. 
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.  intended.  It  plainly  intimates,  that  the  Lord,  who 
inuftereth  the  armies  of  battle,  would  give  the  fignal 
to  numerous  powerful  armies  to  affernble,  and  inarch 
toward  Judea,  that  they  might  execute  his  awful 
judgments  upon  its  ungrateful  inhabitants. 

•  19  And  they  fhall  come,  and  fhall  reft  all  of 
them  in  the  defolate  valleys,  and  in  the  holes  of 
the  rocks,  and  upon  all  thorns,  and  upon  all 
bufhes,. 

No  fooner  doth  God  fpeak,  than  it  is  done ;  no 
fooner  doth  he  call,  than  he  is  obeyed.  Alt  the  crea- 
tures are  obedient  to  his  command ;  and  when  he 
gives  orders,  the  moft  powerful  armies  never  fail  to 
execute  his  defigns.  Fire,  hail,  fnow,  vapour,  and 
f!ortny  wind,  fulfil  his  pleafure ;  angefa  execute  his 
orders ; '  deftru&ion  and  death  perform  what  he  dr- 
refts ;  an4  the  greateft  armies  among  men  accompliih 
his  ptirpofes,  though  oft-times  there  is  not  any  thing 
which  is  farther  from  their  intention.  Though  they 
make  hot  his  law  the  rufe  of  their  condn&,  norj  his 
glory  the  erid  of  their  a&iqns,  yet,  by  a  fecret  and 
powerful  influence,  he  effeftually  inclines  and  difpofes 
them  to  fulfil  his  purpofes  and  predictions,  of  which 

the  prophet  here  gives  aflfurance. By  the  defolate 

valleys,  are  dbubtlefs  rtleant  thofe  fertile  plains  in  the 
land  of  Jiidea,  which  were  formerly  covered  with 
cprns,  artd  beatrtified  with  towns  and  villages.  Thefe 
were  to  be  totally  laid  wafte  by  the  hoftile  incurfions 
of  the  powerful  enemies  of  Jtfdah,  who  fhould  there 
take  up' their  occafional  refidence.— — And  in  the 
holes  of  the  rocks,  and  up<m  all  thorns,  and  upon  alk 
hi/foes.'  '  In  tHefe  expreffions  there  is  an  obvious  re- 
ference to  :the  figurative  language  ufed  in  the  fore- 
going  verfe, '  where  the  Egyptians  and  AfTyrtans  ar< 
Ipoken  of  by  the  names  "bf  thd  fly  and  the' bee,  which 
are  well  known  to  frequent  holes  of  the  rocks,  large 
thorns,  and*  beautiful  buflies.     When,  therefore,  it 
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is  foretold,  that  the  hoflile  armies  of  thefe  nations* 
who  are  the  fubje&s  of  this  predt&ion,  fhould  red  in 
thefe  places,  the  words,  when  divelted  of  figure,  de- 
note, that  they  fhould  occupy  in  the  land  of  Judah 
places  of  every  fort,  high  and  low,  great  and  fmall, 
frequented  and  obfcure,  the  cultivated  grounds,  the 
fortified  cities,  the  magnificent  edifices,  and  remote 

villages. This  prophecy  received  its  accomplifh- 

ment,  when  Necho,  king  of  Egypt,  came  up  to  fight 
againfl  Care  he  mi  (h  by  Euphrates,  when  Jofiah  went 
out  and  fought  with  him  in  the  valley  of  Megiddo, 
where  the  king  of  Judah  was  flain,  the  land  was  made 
tributary,  and  Jehoahaz,  whom  the  Jews  elevated  to 
the  throne  in  room  of  his  father,  was  depofed  from 
the  royal  dignity,,  as  you  read,  2  Chron.  xxxv.  20. 
And  afterward,  when  Nebuchadnezzar,  king  of  Afify- 
ria,  came  up  againfl  Jehoiachip,  and  the  Lord  fent 
againfl  Judah,  to  deflroy  it,  bands  of  the  Chaldeans, 
Syrians,  Moabites,  and  of  the  children  of  Ammon, 
according  to  the  word  tlrat  he  fpake  by  his  fervants 
the  prophets,  this  prediftion  was  farther  fulfilled  *.— • 
True  and  faithful  is  God  to  all  his  proihifes  and 
thrcatenings.  I  am  the  Lord,  faith  he ;  I  will  Ijpeak, 
and  the  word  that  I  will  fpeak  fhall  come  to  pafs. 
Wicked  men  often  fuppofe,  that  threatened  judgments 
will  not  be  executed ;  or  if  they  (hall,  that  they  will 
not  be  infliSed  for  a  long  time ;  and  therefore  they 
refolve,  like  the  Jews  of  old,  that  they  will  not  hearken, 
or  prefume  to  charge  thefervaitfs  of  the  Moft  High  with 
falsehood.  Thus,  by  various  dangerous  deceptions,  they 
put  far  from  them  that  word  which  ought  to  be  prized 
t>y  them  as  the  word  of  folv;V.on.  Aware  of  this 
dangerous  pra&ice,  let  us  take  heed  of  deceiving  our* 
felves  by  frivolous  pretexts,  and  rejecting  the  cotnfel 
of  God  revealed  for  our  benefit.  Keeping  fully  in  view 
the  veracity  of  Jehovah,  demonflrated  in  the  accom-* 

» 

•  See  2  Kings  xxiv.  1 .  and  following  verfes. 

•   *  pjifhment 
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plifhment  of  his  predictions,  let  us  truft  in  his  pro. 
miles,  and  ftatkd  in  awe  of  his  threatening*, 

20  In  the  fame  'day  fhali  the  Lord  (have 
with  a  razor  that  is  hired,  namely,  by  them  be- 
yond the  river,  by  the  king  of  AfTyria,  the  head^ 
and  the  hair  of  the  feet :  and  it  {hall  alfo  con- 
fume  the  beard. 

In  thefe  words,  the  defolation  to  which  the.  land  of 
Jpdah  was  to  be  expofed,  from  the  incurfions  of  the 
Aflyrians,  is  illuftrated  by  another  fimilitude. 
At  the  feme  time,  or  foon,  after  the  foregoing  predic- 
tion fhould  be  fulfilled,  the  one  now  before  us  was  to 
receive  its  accomplifhment.  The  inftruments  whom 
God  was  to  employ  for  the  purpofe  here  mentioned, 
fignified  by  the  hired  razor,  were  thofe  beyond  the 
river,  the  king  of  Aflyria,  whom  Ahaz  had  hired,  by 
his  own  treafures,  and  thofe  of  the  temple,  to  come 
and  help  him  againft  the  Syrians,  That  powerful 
monarch,  and  his  vaft  army,  the  great  God  was 
pleafed  to  ufe  as  the  Inftruments  of  punifhing  the 
J?ws;  and  to  this  they  were  encouraged  by  the  pro- 
fpedt  of  rich  fpoil,  and  the  acquifition  of  territory.  It 
is  the  glorious  prerogative  of  Jehovah,  to  fend  afflic- 
tions and  calamities  upon  dates  and  kingdoms,  by 
whatever  meflengers  he  pleafes,   *  Shall  there  be  evil 

*  in  a  city,  and  the  Lord  hath  not  done  it  •.     Evil 

*  came  down  from  the  Lord  unto  the  gate  of  Jerufa- 
€  lemf.'—^The  judgments  with  whicn  Judah  was  to 
be  vifited,  were  to  be  very  (harp  5  and,  like  a  razor, 
to  cut  deep,  and  take  all  clean  before  them.  They 
were  not  merely  to  lop  off  fome  luxuriances,  but  to 
rase  to  the  very  foundation  the  privileges  which  they 
mod  valued*  and  of  which  they  moft  boafted.  Judah 
was  to  be  feparated  from  the  worfhip  and  prefence 
of  God,  and  deprived  of  the  important  ad  vantages 

♦  Amo»  itf«  6«  t  Mic*h  1. 1*. 

•  they 
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* 

they  had  enjoyed.  And  as  (having  the  hair  was 
reckoned  among  the  Jews  (who  never  cut  their  beards* 
except  in  feafons  of  mourning  and  grief)  a  mark  of 
reproach,  as  well  as  a  fign  of  forrow,  fo  the  calami* 
ties  here  predi&ed,  were  to  prove  their  difgraee,  aa 
well  as  the  occafion  of  lamentation  and  wo, 

Tbe  head,  and  the  hair  of  the  feet v:  and  itjhail  4 If* 
tmfume  tbe  heard*  By«the  head,  may  be  meant  the 
king,  the  princes  of  the  kingdom,  and  the  great  men 
of  the  nation,  who  were  exalted  to  dignity  and  au- 
thority in  tbe  ftate,  who  were  its  beauty  and  orna- 
ment, and  gave  dire&ion  tt> .  the  whole  body  of  the 
people.  By  the  hair  of  the  feet,  may  be  fignified  the 
common  people,  who  occupy  the  lower  ftations  in  fo* 
ciety,  the  multitude  who  formed  the  ftrength  and 
vigour  of  the  nation.  By  the  beard,  may  be  intend* 
ed  the  judges,  grave,  wife,  and  venerable  counfellors, 
the  priefts,  the  prophets,  and  minifters  of  the  Lord^ 
who  were  renowned  for  their  knowledge,  prudence* 
and  influence  over  the  community.  All  thefe  dif- 
ferent descriptions  of  people  were  to  be  cut  off  by  the 
Aflyrian  power,  and  leparated  from  the  body  of  the 
Jewiih  nation,  in  a  fudden  and  violent  manner,  even 
98  the  razor  cut«  off  the  hair  from  the  face.  To  this 
direful  event  we  may  apply  the  words  of  the  prophet 
Jeremiah,  in  the  book  Qjf  Lamentations :  *  The  Lord 

*  hath  troden  under  foot  all  my  mighty  men  in  the 

*  midft  of  me ;  he  hath  called  an  affembly  again  ft  me, 

*  to  crufh  my  young  men  \   the  Lord  hath  troden 

*  the  virgin,  the  daughter  of  Judah,  as  in  a  wine, 

*  prefiu — 'My  priefts  and  mine  elders  gave  up  th(£ 
1  gholt  in  the  city,  while  they  fought  their  meat  tQ 
«  relieve  their  fouls*/— *— The  accomplishment  of 
this  prediction  you  may  read,  %  Kings  xxiv.  io.  to 
17>  "  No  wonder  that  David,  though  a  mighty 
king,  .rod  a  great  warrior,  though  he  feared  not  the 
bear,  the  lion,  or  the  giant,  Ihould  have  been  afraid 

*  Lam.  i.  15.  19, 

of 
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of  God's  righteous  judgments.  How  awful  and  tre- 
mendous are  the  representations  given  of  them  in 
fcripture,  where  God  threatens  to  be  as  a  lion  to 
Ephraim,  and  a  young  lion  to  the  houfe  of  Judah  * ; 
to  be  as  a  ftrong  wind,  and  overflowing  fhower  f ;  to 
be  as  devouring  fire,  and  a  fiery  oven  J ;  and  to  be  as 
a  flail,  that,  by  threfliing,  divideth  the  corn  from  the 
ftraw  ||  •  By  devouring  fire,  by  thunder  and  light- 
ning, by  tempefts  and  earthquakes,  by  the  fword,  fa- 
mine, and  peftilence,  the  Lord  executes  upon  men 
mod:  terrible  judgments ;  and  therefore  we  ought  to 
fear  before  him,  to  (land  in  awe,  and  not  to  fin.  This 
important,  yet  difficult  lefTon  is  inculcated,  I  may  fay 
a  thoufand  times,  in  the  word  of  God,  by  innume- 
rable different  ways,  worthy  of  our  molt  ferious  atten- 
tion. 

2 1  And  it  fhall  come  to  pafs  in  that  day,  that  a 
man  fhall  nourifh  a  young  cow,  and  two  fheep. 

This  and  the  following  verfes  of  this  chapter,  con- 
tain an  elegant  defcription  of  a  country  depopulated 
and  left  to  run  wild,  the  confequence  of  th£  divine 
judgments  which  God  was  to  inflift  upon  the  land  of 
Judah  by  means  of  the  Aflyrians.— *— •  It  exhibits  that 
once  rich  and  populous  country,  after  it  was  fhaven, 
as  a  mere  folitude,  diverted  of  its  numerous  inhabit- 
ants, the  vineyards  and  corn-fields  over-run  with 
briers  and  thorns,  th'e:land  given  up  to  wild  beafts, 
yielding  an  extenfive  range  of  paflure  for  the  very  few 
remaining  cattle ;  and  thefmall  number  of  peof^e  that 
were  left,  not  living  upon  the  produce  of  cultivated 
grounds,  but  fupplying  themfelves  with  neceffary  food 
by  means  of  hunting.- One  effeft  of  the  above-men- 
tioned calamities  is  defcribed  in  the  words  before  us. 
In  that  day,  at  the  time  immediately  following  the 

*  Hofea  v.  14.  \  Ezck.  xiii.  13.  %  Pfal.  xxu  9. 

||  Hab.  iii.  12, 

execution 
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execution  of  the  judgments  foretold,  a  man  who 
might  formerly  have  been  opulent  and  refpe&able, 
now  reduced  to  meanhefs  and  poverty,  in  the  midft 
of  folitude,  fhould  be  employed  in  taking  care  of  one 
large  and  two  fmall  cattle.  Exceeding  few  people, 
therefore,  and  thefe  in  very  indigent  circumftances, 
mud  have  been  left  in  the  land  of  Judah,  after  it  was 
defolated  by  the  Aflyrians,  at  the  period  here  refer- 
red to* 

22  And  it  fhall  come  to  pafs  for  the  abun- 
dance of  milk  that  they  fhall  give,  he  fhall  eat 
butter :  for  butter  and  honey  fhall  every  one  eat 
that  is  left  in  the  land. 

So  rich  and  fertile  was  the  land  of  Canaan,  that  it 
abounded  with  the  bed  and  mod  excellent  provifions; 
and  therefore  it  was  often  defcribed  as  a  land  that 

flowed  with  milk  and  honey, -That  fruitful  country 

is  thus  beautifully  reprefented  in  the  fong  which  Mo- 
fes  fpake  in  the  ears  of  all  the  congregation  of  Ifrael : 

*  The  Lord  made  him  ride  on  the  high  places  of  the 

*  earth,  that  he  might  eat  the  increafe  of  the  fields, 
'  and  he  made  him  to  fuck  honey  out  of  the  rock, 
4  and  oil  out  of  the  flinty  rock;  butter  of  kine,  and 
4  milk  of  fheep,  with  fat  of  lambs,  and  rams  of  the 

*  breed  of  Bafnan,  and  goats,  with  the  fat  of  kidneys 

*  of  wheat,  and  thou  didft  drink  the  pure  blood 
4  of  the  grape  V  At  the  time  the  prophecy  before 
us  was  accomplifhed,  the  fields,  which  were  formerly 
in  high  cultivation,  were  to  be  left  in  pafturage ;  and 
the  few  people  that  remained  in  the  land,  were  to  live 
not  upon  corn,  wine,  and  oil,  but  on  butter  and  ho- 
ney, the  production  of  an  uncultivated  country  that 
had  fuffered  the  ravages  of  war.  The  words  are  eafy 
to  be  underftood,  and  require  little  or  no  difcuffion.. 
The  cattle  in  the  land  of  Judah,  that  efcaped  the  hands 

*  Deut.  xxxii.  131  14. 

of 


of  (he  enemy,  having  large  paftures  in  which  they 
fed,  would  fupply  the  furvivitig  inhabitants  with 
abundance  of  good  milk,  and  plenty  o£  butter,  by 
means  of  which  they  were  chiefly  to  be  fupported* 
The  fields  returning  to  their  natural  uncultivated 
ftate,  would  afford  excellent  food  to  the  great  num- 
ber of  bees  with  which  that  country  abounded ;  in 
confequence  of  which,  honey  would  be  more  plenti- 
ful than  any  other  article  of  provifion.  By  means  of 
thefe  natural  productions,  the  inhabitants,  that  were 
left  in  the  land,  were  to  be  moftly  fuftaitted* 

23  And  it  (hall  come  to  pafs  in  that  day,  that 
every  place  ihall  be,  where  there  were  a  thoufand 
vines  at  a  thoufand  filverings*  it  fhall  even  be  for 
briers  and  thorns* 

Another  inftance  is  mentioned,  of  the  difmal  con- 
fequences  attending  the  execution  of  the  divine  judg- 
ments above  predicted.— —The  land  of  judah  being 
left  uncultivated,  through  the  want  of  hands,  the 
grounds  formerly  molt  remarkable  for  their  high  im- 
provement and  fertility,  were  to  become  barren,  and 
covered  with  brambles.  The  filvering  was  a  Jewifh 
coin,  in  value  about  two  (hillings  and  fixpence  of  our 
money,  fo  that  a  thoufand  of  them  amounts  to  one 
hundred  and  twenty-five  pounds  Sterling*  1  ihall  not 
determine,  whether  the  prophet  means,  that*  the 
thoufand  vines,  of  which  he  (peaks,  were  themfelves 
worth  that  fum ;  or,  if  the  yearly  .produce  in  fruit 
or  wine  amounted  to  that*  value,  at  an  average.  Ill 
either  fenfe,  the  prophecy  is  nearly  of  the  fame  import. 
Thofe  beautiful,  fruitful,  and  valuable  fields  and 
vineyards,  which  were  formerly  the  ornament  and 
riches  of  the  country,  through  the  devastation  made 
by  the  enemy,  were  to  become  a  thidket  of  briers  and 
thorns.  Nor  was  this  remarkable  change  to  extend 
only  to  a  few  fuch  places,  but  to  every  place  ;  all  the 
vineyards,  of  any  confequence,  were  to  be  reduced  to 
,  •  this 
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this  wafte  and  defolate  condition.  In  this  manner  tha 
remark  of  the  royal  poet  was  verified  in  the  tynd  of 
Judea :  4  The  Lord  turneth  rivers  into  a  wildernefs, 
4  and  the  water-fprings  into  dry  ground ;  4  fruitful 

*  field  into  barrennefs,  for  the  wickednefs  of  them 

'  ft 

4  that  dwell  therein.— They  are  diminifhecj,  an4 
4  brought  low,  through  oppreffion,  affliction,  andfor- 

*  row*.* 

24  With  arrows  and  with  bows  fhall  men 
come  thither;  becaufe  all  the  land  ihall  become 
briers  and  thorns. 

To  amplify  ,the  ruinous  ftate  of  that  once  de-, 
Kghtful,  fertile  country,  the  prophet  declares,  that 
thofe  who  fhould  make  an  incurfion  into  Judea,  would 
be  obliged  to  take  with  them  implements  of  war,  to 
defend  themfelves  from  the  attacks  of  robbers  and 
wild  beads,  as  well  as  to  kill  the  game  that  might 

ferve  them  for  food, Bows  and  arrows  were  the 

inftruments  ufed  by  warriors  and  hunters  in  ancient 
times ;  and  thus  accoutred  were  thofe  to  be,  who  en- 
tered the  land  of  Judah,  ^fter  the  above-mentioned 
defolating  judgments  were  infli&ed.— — The  reafop 
is  fubjoined  in  the  latter  part  of  the  verfe,  becaufe 
all  the  land  (hall  became  briers  and  t/jorns.  Brambles 
were  not  only  to  cover  fome  particular  fpots,  which 
had  been  formerly  fertile  and  beautiful,  but  they  were 
to  over-run  the  whole  land,  and  to  cover  the  face  of 
the  country.  What  a  furprifing  change  I  Inftead  of 
people  employed  with  fpades,  pruning-hooks,  and  other 
inftruments  of  hulbandry,  improving  the  ground?, 
and  cultivating  the  vines ;  and  others,  with  bafkets 
and  veffels,  gathering  the  fineft  grapes  an»d  olives,  of 
which  were  made  excellent  wine  and  oil ;  they  were 
to  go  armed  with  bows  and  arrows,  for  their  protec- 

*  Pfal.  C^ii.  33,  34.  39. 
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tion  from  beads  of  prey,  as  well  as  for  killing  thole 
which  were  neceffary  for  their  fuftenanee, 

■ 

3£  And  on  all  hills  that  fhall  be  digged  with 
the  mattock,  there  fhall  not  come  thither  the 
fear  of  briers  and  thorps  x  but  \t  ihall  be  for  the 
fending  forth  of  oxen,  and  for  the  treading  of 
lefler  cattle, 

The  hills  and  mountains  with  which  the  land  of 
Judea  abounded,  were  not  to  be  exempted  from  the 
vifible  efte&s  of  the  general  deflation  which  reached  to 

all  other  places.-* The  high  grounds,  that  had  been 

improved  and  inclpfed  With  much  labour,  and  at  a 
vaft  expense,  vere  to  be  laid  open  for  paftuiage  to 
oxen  and  lefjer  cattle,  which  discovered  not  the  leaft 
marks  of  fear  to  break  through  the  hedges  wherewith 
they  were  fenced,     It  is  unneceffary  to  enlarge  upon 

the  fubjeft.r Such,  in  fatt,  yras  the  defolate  (late 

of  Judah  in  {he  days  of  Jehoiakim,  Jehoiachin,  and 
Zedekiah,  when  the  whole  country  was  laid  wade  by 
the  ipcurfiops  pf  its  enemies,  aftel-  multitudes  of  the 
inhabitants  were  (lain  by  the  ftyord,  others  perifhed 
by  the  pefHlenc?,  and  the  \vhole  laud  was  left  like  act 
unfrequented  defert<  The  rich  grounds,  which  were 
formerly  inclofed  with  hedges,  and  exceedingly  fruit-r 
f \il,  were  laid  open  to  {he  cattle,  ^nd  ov$r-run  \nt\i 
briers  and  thorns,  as  we  learn  from  2  Kings  xxv.  1 2. 
et  feq.—— — How  awful  and  defolating  are  the  judg- 
ments which  the  Almighty  executes  upou  kingdoms 
and  churches,  who  obftinately  perfift  in  provoking 
him  by  their  fins !  The  happinefs  and  profperity  qf 
empires  and  ftates  is  not  perpetual,  but  often  varies, 
accprding  tp  th?ir  improvement  or  abufe  pf  the  divine 

SQpdnefs.  Of  this  important  truth  a  memorable  in- 
ance  hath  now  been  prefented  to  our  view.  Becaufe 
the  men  of  Judah  f?rved  not  th?  Lord  with  joyful- 
pefs  and  gladnels  of  heart,  for  the  abundance  of  all 
things,  therefpre,  as  Moles  foretold,' they  ferved  their 

enemies 
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enemies  which  the  Lof  d  lent  againft  them,  in  hunger, 
Smd  in  third)  and  in  nakednefs,  and  in  want  of  all 
things  *.  The  remnant  that  toete  left  in  the  land, 
found  themfelves  in  a  wildernefs,  deftitute  of  the 
comforts  of  life,  of  the  temple-fervice,  the  inftituted 
worihip  of  God,  and  expofed  to  Innumerable  hard- 
fliips  and  dangers.— —Would  you,  itly  friends,  avoid 
the  dreadful  judgments  of  heaven,  and  enjoy  continued 
profperity  ?  BeWate  of  provoking  God  to  anger  by 
your  litis:  brirtg  forth  fruit  correfpOnding  to  the  impor- 
tant advantages  you  enjoy,  and  the  peculiar  kindnefs 
of  the  Lord  with  which  you  are  favoured.  Remem- 
ber the  abufe  of  profperity  is  extremely  dangerous, 
and  hath  proved  the  deftruftion  of  multitudes.  *  When, 

*  therefore,  thou  haft  eaten  and  art  full,  then  thou 
'  (halt  blefs  the  Lord  thy  God,  for  the  good  land 

*  which  he  hath  given  thee.  Beware  that  thou  for- 
c  get  not  the  Lord  thy  God,  in  not  keeping  his  com- 
c  mandtaents,  and  his  judgments,  and  his  ftatutes, 

*  which  I  command  thee  this  day  t  left  when  thou 
4  haft  eaten  and  art  full,  and  haft  built  goodly  houfes, 
f  and  dwelt  therein ;  and  when  thy  herds  and  thy 

*  flocks  multiply,  and  thy  filver  and  gold  is  multiplied, 
€  and  all  that  thou  haft  is  multiplied :  then  thine  heart 

*  be  lifted  up,  and  thou  forget  the  Lord  thy  God  f.* 

« 

*  Deut.  Mviii.  47,  48.  t  Deut.  ▼>>>•  10.  ttfeq. 
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PRELIMINARY  OBSERVATIONS. 

WE  come  now  to  the  fecond  part  of  our  prophet's 
fifth  difcowrfe,  in  which  he  treats  of  the  over- 
throw of  the  kingdoms  of  Syria  and  Ephraim — the 
calamities  to  be  infli&ed  upon  the  Jew*  by  the  Affy- 
rians— and .  other  events  which  were  to  precede  the 
appeafance  of  the  Meffiah,  with  fome  of  the  figns  and 

eonfequences  of  his  manifeftation. -He  begins  with 

mentioning  a  confirming  fign  of  the  certain  and  fudden 
overthrow  of  the  kingdoms  of  Syria  and  Ephraim, 
which  was  ordered  to  be  given  by  divine  authority, 
ver.  1.— - 4. *  He  next  proceeds  to  give  a  propheti- 
cal reprelehtaiibn  of  the  future  fortunes  of  both  the 
kingdoms  of  ffrael  and  Judah,  in  confequence  of  the 
Adrian  invafion,  ver.  5^—8.  He  then  addrefles  the 
Israelites  and  Syrians,  alluring  them,  that  their  at- 
tempts againft  Judah  would  prove  unTuccefsful  and 
fruitlefs,  becaufe  God  was  with  them,  ver.  9,  10. 
After  which,  he  folemnly  warns  the  people  of  Judah 
agaiaft  idolatry,  divination,  and  other  forbidden  prac- 
tices, to  which  they  were  inclined j  and  directs  them 
to  the  exercife  of  thofe  affections,  and  to  that  coo* 
du&, '  with  which  they  ought  to  fuftaln  the  hoftfle  at- 
tacks of  their  enemies,  ver.  11.  to  the  end  of  the 
chapter.  In  this,  as  in  almoft  all  of  his  dilcourfes, 
the  prophet  conne&s  fpiritual  with  temporal  enemies, 
fpiritual  with  temporal  deliverances,  fpiritual  with  tem- 
poral felicity,  as  will  appear  more  fully  afterward.  He 
hath  allegorized  the  former  to  the  accomplifhment  of 
the  latter ;  and,  under  die  image  of  temporal  mercies, 
he  hath  fhadowed  out  Jmtual  bleffings. 


CHAP. 
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*»  *    *  ■*  • 

CHA.P.   VHI, 


M 


*  * 

OREOVER,  the  LoRd  faid  unto  ma, 
Take  thee  a  great  roil,  and  writ*  in  it 
with  a  irians  pen,  concerning  MaheMhalal- 
hafh-baz. 


The  prophet  begins  by  fetting  forth  the  divine  .&*> 
-thority  by  which  he  adbed,  in  the  affair  he  proceeds  to 
«lefcribe.—- *— To  the*  mftructions  which  the  Lord  fcii 
merly  gave  I&iah,  he  wadded  the  following :  Take  the* 
<2  great  roll,  &c. ;  or,  -according  to  the  Brifeop  of  Lou- 
>&gtl*  new  tranftatiea,  "  Take  unto  thee  a  large  mitv 
"  ror."  The  learned  trantiotor  fuppofes,  that  the 
Hebrew  word  here  rendered  roll,  is  not  derived  from 
*me  tHat  fignifies,  to  roll,  but  Jfrom  ooe  fignifying,  to 
make  dear  or  bright  by  rubbing,  to  politii,  to  ftew; 
hence  the  word  before  us  fignines,  a  polilhed  tablet  of 
metal,  fuch  as  was  anciently  ufed  for  a  mirror,  inftead  of, 
the  glafc  <Mts  hi  fafliion  among  us.  The  prophet  is 
^commanded  to  take  a  large  mirror,  or  polifbsd  tablet, 
4ufficrent  for  him  to  engrave  upon  it  with  a  graving  in- 
strument, m  deep  and  legible  characters,  as  might  be 
eafdy  read  and  understood  by  diofe  for  whofe  inftruo 
tion  it  was  intended— Maher-lhalal-hafh-baz ;  which 
being  interpreted,  fignifies,  to  haflen  thelpoil,  to  take 
quickly  the  prey.  In  this  concife  manner,  he  was  or- 
dered to  record  the  fabjett  and  fam  of  the  prophecy, 
relating  to  thp  deftrucHon  of  Damafcus  and  Samaria 
'tethe  AflyTians>  The  perfon  who  was  to  make  hafte 
» the  fpoil,  was  the  king  of  Aflyria,  whom  God  ufed 
as  the  rod  of  his  anger,  and  the  ftaff  of  his  indigna- 
tion, wherewith  he  feverely  chaftized  the  men  of  Ju- 
dah.  This  ambitious  prince,  animated  by  the  profpefit 
of 'the  fpoil  and  plunder  which  he  expe&ed  to  acquire 
in  judea,  was  to  undertake  an  expe_dition  againft  that 
country  with  the  utmoft  difpatch  and  alacrity.  Simi- 
lar to  the  order  which  our  prophet  at  this  time  re- 
ceived 
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ceived  from  God,  was  that  given  to  Jeremiah,  where 
he  was  thus  commanded ;  c  Take  thee  a  roll  of  a 

*  book,  and  write  therein  all  the  words  that  I  have 

#  fpoken  uiito  thee  agatnft  Ifrael,  and  agaitift  J&dah, 

•  and  igainft  aH  the  nations,  from  the  day  I  fp&k*  tmto 

*  thee,  frota'the  days  of  Jofiah,  even  unto  this  day  V 
What  kind  attention  to  the  interefts  of  mankind  hath 
the  blefled  God  difcovered  at'all  times,  in  the  inftruc 
lions  which  he  hath  comrilunlcated  to  his  fervants  the 
•prophets !  A  remarkable  inftance  of  this  lies  now  be- 
ibre  us,  in  the  information  he  Conveyed  by  Ifaiah,  to 
the  kingdoms  of  Judah,  Ephraim,  and  Syria,  of  an 
approaching  important  event,  wherein  they  were 
deeply  interefted ;  of  which  we,  as  well  as  they  j  ought 
to  make  proper  improvements 

2  And  I  took  unto?  me  faithful  witnefles  to 
record,  Uriah  the  prieft,  and  Zechariah  the  foa 
of  Jeberechtah. 

The  ttanfa&Ion  here  narrated,  was  no  doubt  done 
In  obedience  to  the  orders  which  our  prophet  received 
from  God,  which,  foT  the  fake  of  brevity,  he  only  in 

Eart  receded  in  the  foregoing  verfe,— ^-Having  got  a 
irge  polifhed  tablet,  and  i  graving  inftrument,  or  a 
great  roll,  and  a  man's  pen,  that  he  might  execute 
his  orders  with  the  greater  folemnity,  and  the  tranf- 
a&ion  be  legally  confirmed,  he  provides  two  refpe&~ 
able,  faithful  witnefles  to  atteft  the  h&.  1  fuppofe 
thefe  men  were  to  fubfcribe  their  nam^s  in  the  roll, 
or  to  infert  them  in  the  writing-tablet,  as  witnq&a, 
after  the  manner  of  an  inftrument  intended  Apr 
public  ufe,  that  they  might  give  weight  and  au- 
thority to  this  predi&ion,  for  the  convi&ion  of  Ahaz 
and  his  people.— —One  of  thefe  witnefles  was  ^Uriah 
the  prieft.  Though  this  man  afterward  affifted  Ahaz 
in  idolatrous  practices,  and  built  him  an  altar  after  the 

*  Jer.  xxxvi.  g. 

pattern 
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pattern  which'  the  king  fcnt  h£m  from  Damafcus,  he 
feems  at  this  time  to  have  been  a  perfon  of  good  cha« 
rafter  and  unqueftionable  veracity,  as  well  asrefpe&a* 
bility,  on  account  of  the  facred  office  with  which  he 
was  inverted.  The  other  witnefs,  which  our  prophet 
called;  to  his  afliftance,  wa$  Zechariah,  the  fon  x>f  Je« 
berechiah.  He  was  probably  a  L^vite,*  ohc  x>f  the 
fons  of  Afa^h,  who,  in  the  beginning  of  Hezekiah's 
reign,  affeniblfed  with  his  brethren,  and  fanftified 
themfelves,  at  the  commandment  of  the  king,  to 
cleanfe  the  houfe  of  the  Lord,  as  we  read,  2  Ghrom 
xxix.  13.  15,  ..How  exaft  the  obedience,  how  ad* 
mirable  the  candour,  wjiich  our  prophet  difplayed,  in 
executing  the  order  he  received  from  God  i,  Let  u$ 
imitate  him  in  thefe  refpecte,  and  endeavour  faith* 
fully  to  perform  every  part  of  the  office  affigned  us, 

3  And  I  went  unto  the  prophetefs,  and  (he 
conceived  and  bare  a  fon ;  then  faid  the  Lord 
to  me,  C4II  his  n^me,  Maher-ftialal-h^fh-tyaz. 

« 

Jn  this  verfe,  Ifaiah  mentions  another  exprefs  com* 
rnand  that  he  received  from  God,  with  the;  circum* 
ftance  which  gave  rife  to-  this  order,— — According 
to  the  cuftom  of  the  Hebrews,  and  forne  other  nations, 
women  derive  their  names  from 'their  hufbartds,  or 
the  profeffiona  which  they  follow;  thpugh  this  prac- 
tice does  not  correfpond  altogether  with  the  idiofn  of 
our  language,  and  the  phrafeology  ufed  among  us.  By 
the  prophetefs,  the  wife  of  our  prophet  feen^s  plainly  to 
be  intended.  About  this  time  die  conceived  and  brought 
foAh  a  fan*  whom  the  L#rd>«  by  fome  revelation  he 
afforded  his  fervant,  directed  to  be  called  Maher-  t 
fhalal-haftvbaz,  the  very  name  .which  was  required  to 
be  written  in  the  roll,  or  inferted  in  the  polhhed 
tablet,  mentioned  in  the  firft  verie  of  this  chapter. 
In  confequence  of  this  divine  appointment,  which, 
doubtlefs  Ifaiah  pun&ually.  obeyed,  all  who  faw  the 
child,  or  heard  him  named*  were  reminded  of  the  pro* 

phecy 
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phecy  ^ritteA  by  our  prophet,  and  attefted  by  two 
faithful  witnefies,  of  which  this  name  was  the  com- 
prehenfive  fum.  You  may  remember,  he  had  an 
elder  ion,  called  Shear-jaihub,  a  name  big  with  com- 
fort, fignifying,  a  remnant  (hall  return.  The  mani- 
fold mercies  of  God  having  been  abufed  by  the  people 
among  whom  the  prophet  afted  by  divine  commiflion, 
and  among  whom  he,  and  the  children  whom  God 
gave  him,  were  for  iigns  and  wonders  in  Urael,  he 
was  dire&ed  to  call  a  younger  fon  by  a  name,  import* 
ing,  that  predicted  judgments  would  be  fpeedily  exe- 
cuted.*—Thus  did  God  gracioufly  condefcend,  by 
various  ways,  to  inftruft  his  people  in  the  certainty 
of  approaching  calamities,  which  were  foon  to  be  in. 
Aided  upon  Damafcus  and  Samaria,  Hence  we  ought 
to  learn,  diligently  to  attend  to  the  divine  admoni- 
tions which  we  receive  of  thofe  awful  judgments* 
which  ere  long  {hall  be  executed  upon  the  impenitent 
and  ungodly. 

•  * 

4  For  before  the  child  (hall  have  knowledge 
to  cry,  My  father  and  my  mother,  the  riches  of 
Damafcus,  and  the  fpoil  of  Samaria,  fliall  be 
taken  away  before  the  king  of  Aflyria. 

In  thefe  words,  the  time  is  fixed  for  the  accomplish.* 
ment  of  the  calamities  here  foretold.— —tittle  chil- 
dren commonly  begin  to  call  their  parents  by  name, 
when  they  are  t>etween  two  and  three  years  of  age ; 
fo  that  we  may  conclude,  that  within  four  years 
after  the  date  of  this  prediction,  the  events  fore* 
told  fhould  come  to.  paik— — The  fir  ft  of  thefe*  re- 
fpe&s  the  riches  of  Damafcus,  which  was  the  chief 
city  of  Syria,  in  Afia,  iituated  in  a  'targe  plain,  upon 
the  river  Chryforchoas,  lying  between  the  range  of 
mountains  over  againft  Lebanon  and  mount  Hermon, 
one  hundred  and  forty  miles  to  the  fouthward  of  Je- 
rufalem.  It  was  one  tof  the  moft  ancient  cities  in 
the  world,  being  mentioned  in  the  hiftory  of  the  pa- 
triarch 
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triarch  Abraham,  -Gen.  »?.  i$*  where  we  are  inform* 
ed,  that  the  father  of  the  faithful,  with  his  trained  fer* 
vanls,  purfoed  after  the  kings  who  had  plundered  his 
brother's  foil,  and  taken  htm  captive,  tiiito  Hobah, 
which  is  on  the  left  hand  of  Damafeu*.     In  the  days 
of  Ahaz,  this  city  feems  to  have  teen  remarkable  for 
its  opulence,  and  its  numerous  inhabitants.— Tha 
latter  relates  to  the  fpoil  of  Samaria,  which  was  the 
chief  city  of  the  kingdom  of  Ephraim,  built  by  Omri, 
one  of  the  kings  of  lfrael,  who  bought  the  hill  Sanaa* 
ria  of  Shorter,  for  two  talents  of  filver,  and  built  on 
the  hill,  and  called  the  name  of  the  city  which  he 
built,  after  the  name  of  Shemer*  the  former  owner  of 
the  bill,  Samaria  *•   The  city  flood  high,  was  well  for- 
tified,  and  was  remarkable  for  the  fine  fprings  of  wa« 
tcr  from  which  the  inhabitants  were  plentifully  fup- 
plied,  and  watered  the  vineyards,  the  olive-yards,  and 
gardens,  that  were  planted  in  its  vicinity.     It  is  now 
known  by  the  name  of  Sebafte,  where  the  remains  of 
the  palace  of  Ahab,  king  of  tfrael,  are  fliil  to  be  feen.— 
The  riches  and  the  fpoil  of  thefe  royal  cities  are  here 
foretold,  to  be  taken  away  before  the  king  of  Affvria. 
The  expreilion  feems  to  allude  to  the  ancient  cuftom 
of  conquerors,  who  ordered  the  fpoils  of  thofe  they 
had  vanquifhed,  to  be  carried  in  triumph  before  them 
into  the  kingdom  or  city  for  which  they  fought.   The 
AfTyrian  monarch,  with  his  vi&brious  army ,  were  to  re- 
turn to  their  own  land,  richly  laden  with  the  fpoils  they 
had  taken  in  war,  after  having  pillaged  both  the  metro- 
polis and  the  country  of  Ephraim,  and  Syria,  and  made 
great  daughter  among  their  inhabitants.— -*•— This  pre* 
diction   was  accordingly   fulfilled  within   three   or 
four  years,  by  Tiglath-pilefer,  king  of  Afiyria,  who 
took  Damafcus,  carried  the  people  captive  to  Kir,  and 
flew  Rezin,  as  you  read,  2  Kings  xvi.  9. ;  and  who 
aifo  took  the  Reubenites,  the  Gadites,  and  the  half 
iribe-of  Manaffeh,  and  carried  them  captive  to  AlTy- 

« 
*  2 -King*  xvi.  23,  24. 

3  K  ria, 
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ria;  as  is  written,  %  Kiags  xv.  39/  \  ■  In  the  review 
of  this  fubjeft,  we  may  fay  of  the  people  of  God  what 
was  faid  of  the  Romans,  They  were  often  overcome 
in  battle^  but  never  in  war.  -  They  have  been  fre- 
quently in  perilous  circumftances ;  but  the  Moll  High 
hath  always  been  their  defence,  and.  hath  never  failed 
feafonaWy  to  appear  for  their  deliverance,  which 
ought  to  animate  us  to  hope  and  confidence  in  God* 
Like  Ahaz,  and  .his  people,  however,  we  are  apt  to 
fufpe£bthe  truth. and  faithfulnefs  of  Jehovah,  in  his 
promifes  and  predictions  refpecting  the  fafety  of  his 
people,  efpecially  when  events  run  counter  to  our  ex- 
peditions, and  unfurmountable  difficulties  feem  to  lie 
in  the  way  of  their  accomplilhment.  In  defpond- 
ency  we  are  ready  to  exclaim,  Where  is  the  help  that 
God  hath  promifed  in  the  day  of.  trouble  ?  Let  the 
exaft  completion  of  the  above  and  fimilar  prophecies 
of  the  moft  unlikely  events,  excite  us  to  fay  of  the 
Lord,  k  He  is  my  refuge,  and  my  fortrefs :  my  God, 
*  in  him  will  I  truftV. 


•  -t 


5  %  The  Lord  fpakc  alfo  urlto  me  again, 
faying. 

The  prophet  declares,  that  the  Almighty,  who  gave 
him  the  inttrutiions  he  had  already  mentioned,  was 
the  author,  of  thefe  which  he  is  about  to  relate.  -' 
He  affirms,  that  the  Lord  ipake  unto  him :  but  he  does 
not  inform  us,  whether  he  received  the  following  re- 
velation by  an  audible  voice  from  heaven,  by  a  vifion 
in  the  night,  or  by  Tome  deep  impreflion  made  upon 
his  mind.  .  The  words  alfo  and  again^  which  are  hete 
ufed,  ferve  to  intimate,  that  a  new  period  begins  at 
this  verfe ;  and  that  another  fubjeft  of  difcourfe,  fome- 
what  different  from  the  former,  is  introduced,  con- 
taining a  more  full  declaration  of  the  future  for- 
tunes of  Ephraitn  and  Judah.     By  this  affertion,  he 

*   PfaL  xci.  2. 

gives 
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gives  the  moft  explicit  affurance  of  the  divine  autho- 
rity by  which  he  fpake,  in  the  manner  following;  and, 
therefore,  we  ought  diligently  to  attend  to  ^rhat  is 

written  for  our  admonition.  - 

.  r 

6  Forfomuch  as  this  pebple  refufeth  the  wai- 
ters of  Shiloah  that  go  foftly,  and  rejdicfc  in  Re-; 
zin  and  Remaliahs  fon. 

Thefe  words  defcribe  the  criminal  conduft  which 
was  the  procuring  caufe  of  the  judgments  threatened 
in  the  following  verfe.  The  per  ions  whofe  comlutt 
is  reprefented,  are  called  this  people,' among  whom 
lfaiah  exercifed  his  office  as  a^  prophet,  to  whom  he 
was  febt  with  the  awful  meffage  here  recorded.  Botfr 
the  kingdoms  of Judah  and  Ifrael  feem  to  be  intendw 
ed  in  the  defcription  contained  ifl  this  verfe:  the  far- 
mer charge  was  brought  againft  Judah,  who  defpifod 
the  waters  of  Shiloah ;  and  the  latter,  againlt  the 
lfraelites,  who  rejoiced  in  Remaliah's  fon.— ^-The 
fin  of  Judah  confided  in  refilling  the  waters  of  Shi- 
loah. Shiloah  or  Siloam  was  a  fountain  fituat^&jow 
the  weft  fide  of  Jerufalem,  toward  the  fouth-wdft  wr* 
ner,  without  the  wall,  renjafkable  for  the  excellenbo 
and  abundance  of  its  waters.  •'  From  this  fountain,  wa# 
ter  was  Conveyed,  by  different  dreams,  into  twa  poblfir 
within  the  city,  for  the  ufe  of  the  inhabitants ;-  the 
one  of  which  was  called  the  Upper,  and  the  other  the 
Lower  Pool.  Thefe  waters,  gently  gliding  along  the? 
channels  that  were  formed  for  conveying  them  to, 
their  different  receptacles,  afforded,  in  their  progrefsy 
an  agreeable  emblem  of  the  kingdom  of  David ;*whtchy 
though  much  reduced  in  (Irength,  was  preferred,  1>y 
the  bleffing  of  God,  and  continued  in  the  line  of  hid 
family,  notwith (landing  all  the  efforts  of  its  enemies/ 
By  the  waters  of  Shiloah  that  run  foftly,  may  fee 
meant,  in  a  figurative  fenfe,  the  kingdom  of  the  hottfo 
of  David,  which  was  perpetuated,  under  the  favour 
and  protection  of  Jehovah,  amfcjft  the  many  hoftile 

attempts 
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attempts  that  were  employed  for  its  deftru&km.  Be 
pot  furprifcd  at  this  expofition,  which  accords  with 
the  interpretation  of  the  ajigel,  who  informed  the 
apoftle  John,  '  The  Waters  which  thou  fa^eft,  are 
f  peoples,  and  multitudes,  and  nations,  and  tongues  V 
The  figure  is  jufl  and  elegant.  Water*  confift  of  an 
aggregate  body  of  liquid  parts,  which  eafily  receive 
impreffion,  and  are  carried  hither  and  thither  accord- 
ing to  the  force  of  the  external  caufes  by  which  they 
ate  agitated  and  directed.  In  thefe  and  other  refpe&s, 
fhey  reprefent  the  collective  body  of  the  people,  who 
are  eafily  actuated  and  influenced  by  various  externa) 
caqfes,  efpeciaUy  by  their  king,  or  chief  magistrate. 
Many  of  this  people  of  whom  the  prophet  ipeaks, 
cbntemtfing  their  native  country,  defpifing  their  prince, 
their  form  of  government,  and  xhe  advantages  em 
joyed  by  their  metropolis,  deftrtute  of  faith  and  truft 
in  God,  were  reduced  to  the  difagreeable  alternative, 
ekher  of  for  rendering  themfelves  ifcto  the  hands  of 
the  .confederate  kirtgs,  or  of  committing  themfelvea 
to  theproteftion  of  Affyria,  whofe  affiftjmce  they  had 
already  implored.  By  adopting  either  of  thefe  mea-i 
fores,  they  discovered  a  .criminal  contempt  of  the  Al« 
mighty y  who  was  their,  king  and  defence,  and  whet 
generoufly  offered  them  his  help,  which  they  had 
tfick^dly  xcjeflted,  Such  was  the  fin  and  folly  of  Ju* 
dah,  which  expofed  them  to  the  invafion  threatened 

in  the  next  verfes..- The  fin  of  Ifracl  confided  in 

their  rejoicing  in  Rezin  and  Retfialiah's  fon.  The 
great  bulk  of  the  people  were  highly  ploafed  with  the 
treaty'  of  alliance  formed  between  thefe  two  princes  ; 
they  approved  of  the  plans  they  had  formed,  and  the 
avaricious  views  which  they  avowed,  in  their  intended 
enter  prize,  of  rendering  the  kingdom  of  Judah  a  pro- 
vince of  their  empire.  Elated  with:  the  good  fortune 
which  had  attended  the  united  efforts  of  the  confede- 
rate princes,  and  trufting  to  the  ftrength  of  the  coin* 

♦  Rer.  xvii.  15, 
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bined'atrmiel^theyf  dotibted  not  the  fuccefr  of  the  ar» 
p$dition,  and  were  already  joyful  in  the  p/ofped  of 
vi&osyt  ,-3y  this  very  culpable  behaviour*  they  juftly 
e$pofed>  tbemfelves  ta  the  dread  difpleafure  and  ve&* 
glance  Qf  that  God,  whole  beloved  land  they  had  pre* 
farrjptuoufly  ^onfpired  t$  irlvade  and  defolate. 


•— * 


Hence  let  us  be  initru&ed, highly  to  value  a&d  improve 
the  important  advantages  with  which  we  are; favoured 
in  this,  happy  land*  under  the  belt  fojm  of  human  go* 
yerntn^nt,  adminiftertfd  by  the  befit  of  kirtga.  .  Whilft- 
we  c&reffdiy  tivoid  trufting  in  man*  aad  making  fie/h 
our  arm,  let*  us  ever  be  felicitous  fo  experience  the 
happinefs  of  thpfe  who  brfv?  the  God  of  Jacob  for 
their  help,  whole  hope  is.  in  the  Lord  their  God  *♦ 

7  Now  therefore  behold,  the  Lord  bringeth, 
up  upon  them  the  vrite*s  of  the  river,  ftrong 
and  many,  even  the  Icing  of  Aflyria,  and  •  all  hifr 
glory;  ,and  he  ftiall  come  ap  over :all  his  chan- 
nels, arid  go  Over  all  his  banks.    . 

Upon  people  of  the  above  defcrlptiori,'  God,  to 
whom  vengeance  belongeth,  threatens,  by. the  pro-' 
phet,  to  exeeute  judgments  correfpoftding  to  the 
crimes  they  had  committed.**——* By  the  river  here 
fpoken  of,  may  be  meant  the  Euphrates,  which  is  fome* 
times  called  the  Great  River,  as  it  was  the  greateft 
with  whkh  the  Ifraelites  were  acquainted,  though 
there  are  larger  rivers  in  the  world,  fuch  as  the 
Ganges,  the  Danube,  and  fome  .others.  Its  waters 
were  ftrong  and  many  :  they  ran  with  great  Violence 
ud  rapidity  from  the  mountains  of  Armenia,  efpe* 
cially  at  the  feafons  in  which  the  fnow  melted ;  they 
foon  became  very  deep,  and  fpread  themfelves  to  a 

great  breadth. In  the  following  part  of  the  verfe, 

the  prophet  explains  this  figure  ;  and  teaches  us,  that 
t>v  the  waters  of  the  tiver,  were  meant  the  king  of 

•  f  faL  cxlvl.  g< 

Affyria, 
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Affyria,  and-ali  his  glory. »  The  glbry  of  the  king  of 
Afi'yria  confided  in  the  very  numerous  and  well- 
difciplined  troops  which  he  commanded,  and  could 
march  againft  his  enemies*  According  to  the  observa- 
tion of  the  wtfe  man,' '  In  the  multitude  of  people 
€  is  the  kirig^s  honour  V  Much  more,  however,  is 
included  in  the  expreffion,  All  his  glory.  Eaflern 
kings  and  princes,  >when  they  went  forth  anciently  on 
great  expeditions)  ufed  to  carry  along  with  them  their 
wife  counfellors,  their  renowned  heroes,  their  noble*, 
and  great  men,  as  their  attendants,  befides  their 
wives  and  concubines,  who,  with  their  military  equi- 
page, their  tents,  and  beds^  and  large  veffels  of  gold 
and  filver, -added  greatty  to  their  ^magnificence  and 
fplendour.  In  this  manner,  Xerxes  and  Darius  con* 
dufted  their  faihous  expeditions  : land  thefe  things 
coaiiituted  their  glory, .  ajid  the  glpry  of  the  king  of 
^.{Tyria, ,  here  Signified,  by  the  waters  of  t|ie  river, 
ftrong  and  many.  The  prodigious  army  of  this 
haughty  monarcli,  its  great  ftrength,  its  rapid  march, 
and  the  terrible  noife  with  which  it  was  attended,  are 
vary r  iignificantly  represented  ..by  the  waters^of  the 
river  Euphrates,  especially-  when  it  overflowed  k$ 
banks,  running  alopgj with  irrefiftible.fflrcp  and  im* 
petuofity. .  Thefe  jfaters,  figurative, of  the  vaft  armies' 
of  Affyria,  Gpd  threatens  to  bripg  down  like  a  mighty 
flood  upon;  Judah  and  Ifrael,  as  a  juft  punifhment  for 
Mjhcir  aggravated  fins,,  and  particularly  for  their  wic- 
ked contempt  of  hi$  promifes. 

•  * 

$  An«V  he  fhall  pafs  through  Judah,  he  fhall 
overflow  and  go  over,  lie  fhall  reach  evih  to  thf 
neck,  and  the  ftretching  out  of  his  wings  fhall 
fill  the  breadth  of  thy  land,  O  Immanuel. 

The  progrefs  of  that  deftruftion  with  which  the 
Aflyrians  were  to  overflow  the  land  of  Judah  is  he^e 

*  Erov,  xivv«28, 

marked. 
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marked.— The  metaphorical  language  •eiflptoyed 
in  the  foregoing  verfe  is  here,  continued,  in  which  the 
Affyrians  are.fUU  fpoken  of  as  a  river,  which,  having 
f welled  above  its  banks,  pours  its  waters  into  the 
neighbouring  plains.  ,  Having  deluged  the  kingdom 
of  Ephraim,  they  were  next  to  fpread  defolation  over 
the  land  of  jUdah,  which  was  now  in  a  low  condition. 
Though  it  was  to  be  preferved  from  total  deftruttion, 
with  which  it  was  threatened,  its  inhabitants  \ver$ 
neverthelefs  to  find  themfelves  in  very  perilous  cirr 
cumflances,  like  a  man  who  is  near  being  drowned, 
when  the  waters  reach  to  his  neck.  In.  this  figurative 
description,  the  kingdom  of  Judah  is  compared  to  a 
human  body  ;  by  whofe  head  the  chief  city  of  Jeru* 
lalem  was  intended,  which,  by  the.  kind  providence 
of  God,  was  preferyed  in  fafety  from  the  threatened 
invafion,  whilft  the  whole  country  befides  was  over- 
run by. the  enemy,   and  demolifhed.— - — And  tht 
Jiretcbing  put'  of  his  wings,   &c.     The  moft  diflant 
parts  of  the  vafl  Affyrian  army,  which,  in  the^mili- 
tary  ftyle,  are  called  wings,  are  threatened  to  ex^ 
tend  over  the .  whol^  land,  and  to  occupy  its  entire 
breadth,  reaching  from  the  river  Jordan  to  the  Medi- 
terranean fea.     Our   prophet,   contemplating   thefe 
direful  events,  converts  the  .predi&ion,  into  the  form 
of  a  complaint,  which  he  addreffes  to  Immanuel,  the 
illufttious  Perfon  whofe  wonderful  nativity 'he  had 
foretold  in  the  preceding  chapter.     Having  his  mind 
illuminated  with  the  knowledge  of  this  extraordinary 
charatter,  who  was  at  once  to  be  the  Son  and  Lord  of 
David,  the  Son  of  God,  the  Saviour,  and  Guardian  of 
his  people,  he  invokes  him  to  confider  the  foi  lorn  con- 
dition of  thofe  whom  he  had  appropriated  to  himfelf,  as 
the  objects  of  his  gracious  care  and  fpecial  protetlioru 
Thou  who  art  God  with  us,  whofe.  land  we  poffefs, 
whofe  chofen  city  we  inhabit,  in  whofe  temple  we  wor- 
fhip,  pity  thy  peculiar  people  in  the  depths  of  .diftrefs, 
and  atford  us  thy  friendly  aid,  and  feafonable  deliver- 
ance, in  the  time  of  cur  extremity.  c  God  be  our  refuge 

'  and 
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1  and  ftrengrii,  a  very  prefent  help  in  trouble.  There* 

*  fore  will  not  we  fear,  though  the  earth  be  removed, 
'  and  though  the  mountains  be  carried  into  the  midft 
1  of  the  fea.  Though  the  waters  thereof  roar,  and 
1  be  troubled,  though  the  mountains  (hake  -with  the 

•  Swelling  thereof  •.'—•— The  fulfilment  of  the  former 
part  of  this  prophecy  you  may  read,  a  Kings  xviL  6.$ 
and  the  accompliihment  of  the  tatter  you  may  fee, 
a  Kings  xviii.  13, 1 4.—— -One  great  deftgn  of  record- 
ing the  predi&ion,  and  afterward  the  execution  of 
thefe  violating  judgments,  is,  that,  by  diligently 
considering  them,  we  may  be  warned  againft  thofe 
deftruttive  pradHces  which  prevailed  among*  the  pofle* 
rity  of  Abraham,  who  are  fet  up  as  beacons,  to  di* 
reft  us  to  keep  clear  of  thofe  fins  in  confequence  of 
which  they  were  involved  in  ruin.  Having  received 
precept  upon  precept  upon  this  fubje&,  fet  us  learn 
this  neceflary  lefibn,  and  make  this  wife  improve* 
tnent  of  what  we  have  now  heard  for  our  benefit. 

9  If  Affociate  yourfelves,  O  ye  people,  and  ye 
ihall  be  broken  in  pieces ;  and  give  eat,  all  ye 
of  far  countries :  gird  yomfelves,  and  ye  lhall 
be  broken  in  pieces ;  gird  yourfelves,  and  ye 
ihall  be  broken  in  pieces. 

10  Take  counfei  together,  and  it  ihall  tome 
to  nought;  fpeak  the  word,  and  it  ihall  not  Hands 
for  God  is  with  us. 

In  thefe  vetfes,  the  prophet  foretels,  that  the  hoftlle 
attempts  of  the  enemies  of  Judah  Should  certainly  be 
frustrated.— ——Forefeeing,  by  the  fpirit  of  prophecy* 
the  many  powerful  enemies  of  that  nation,  who 
would  endeavour  to  accomplish  their  deftru&ion,  and 
the  difappointtnent  with  which  their  exertions  Should 
be  attended,  he  repeatedly  calls  upon  them,  with 

♦  Pfal.  xlfi.  1,  V3.  .     . 
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exultation  and  triumph,  to  adopt  thofe  measures  which 
they  might  judge  mod  likely  to  complete  their  defign. 
The  words  may  be  confidered  as  primarily  addreffed 
to  the  nations  of  Ephraim  and  Syria,  who  were  con- 
federated for  the  overthrow  of  Ahaz  and  his  kingdom.1 
As  the  prophet  repeats  the  command,  or  invitation,  a 
fecond  and  third  time,  he  might  have  his  views  of 
ihe  potept  adverfaries  of  his  country  extended  to  more 
diftant  future  periods,  in  which  the  Affyrians,  and 
afterward  the  armies  of  Antiochus  Epiphanes*  were 
to  be  defeated.— ^^Affociate  yourfehes9  0  ye  people* 
Aflemble  your  troops  from  every  quarter,  Ephraim- 
ites,  Syrians,  Affyrians,. and  Chaldeans:  let  all  vour 
forces  be  collefted  from  the  moll  diftant  parts  o(  the 
country,  to  carry  into  execution  your  intended  enter- 
f>Ti{e.——»»Andyejhall  be  broken  in  pieces*  Immanuel, 
againft  whofe  people  and  kingdom  no  weapon  that  is 
formed  can  profper,  (hall  break  you  with  a  rod  of 
iron :  he  (hall  dafii  you  in  pieces  like  a  potter's  veflel. 
Your  plans  of  operation  fhall  be  difconcerted,  your 
armies  {hall  be  routed,  your  power  (hall  be'broken, 
and  your  noftile  purpofes  abandoned.— ~-And  give 
ear  all  ye  of  far  countries  ;  however  diftant  in  refpeft 
of  time  and  place,  from  thofe  in  which  this  prophecy 
is  delivered*  Be  attentive  to  the  folemn  affurance  now 
given,  in  the  name  of  the  Lord,  for  your  inftrudtion, 
as  to  the  future  fortunes  of  his  church,  and  the  difap- 
pointmtnt  and  ruin  of  her  enemies. — ~Gird  your* 
fehes.  Prepare  for  aftion,  make  ready  for  battle,  put 
on  your  fwords,  and  furnifh  yourfelves  with  all  the  im- 
plements of  war.  I  repeat  the  challenge,  Gird  your- 
felves. Though  you  again  prepare  for  a&s  of  hofti- 
lity,  and  anew  ilrengthen  yourfelves,  however  formi- 
dable your  expeditions  may  appear,  and  likely  to  be 
crowned  with  fuccefs  Ye  Jhall  be  broken  in  pieces. 
The  Mod  High  over  all  the  earth  again  declares,  all 
your  efforts  againft  Judah  (hall  be  vain ;  all  your  re- 
peated attempts  againft  that  kingdom  (hall  be  fruit- 
ltfs :  only  you  yourfelves  fhall  perifn  in  the  enterprife. 

3  L  Take 


45*  LECTURES  ok  the       Chap. VIII, 

Take  counfel  together,  as  to  ways  and  means  by 
which  you  fuppofe  you  may  mod  fuccefsfully  invade 
and  conquer  the  land  of  Judah.— — And  it  jhall  come 
to  nought.  All  your  devices  and  plans  of  operation 
(hall  be  fruftrated.  • c  Kings  of  the  earth  may  fet  them- 
c  felves,  and  rulers  take  counfel  together,  againft  the 
1  Lord,  and  his  people.     But  he  that  fitteth  in  the 

*  heavens  (hall  laugh :  the  Lord  (hall  have  them  in 
'  derifion.    He  fhall  fpeak  to  them  in  his  wrath,  and 

*  vex  them  in  his  hot  difpleafure  V— -Speak  the 
word.  Declare  your  determined  refolution  of  invading 
and  defolating  the  land  of  Judah,  and  give  orders  to 
your  powerful  armies  to  carry  your  purpofes  into  exe- 
cution.——And  it  Jhall  not  Jland.  Who  is  he  that 
faith,  and  it  coroeth  to*  pafs,  if  the  Lord  commandeth 
it  not  ?  There  is  no  counfel  or  wifdom  againft  the 
Lord-  His  counfel  fhall  (land,  and  he  will  do  all  his 
pleafure  ;  but  your  word  and  purpofe  (hall  not  (land, 
for  this  good  reafon— — God  is  with  us.  The  pro- 
mised Immanuel,  to  whofe  name  the  prophet  alludes, 
and  of  which  he  gives  the  interpretation,  God  is  with 
us,  he  (hall  be  the  defence  of  the  houfe  of  his  fervant 
David,  and  deliver  the  kingdom  of  Judah  out  of  your 
hands.  God  is  with  us  in  his  temple,  affording  the 
fymbols  and  proofs  of  his  gracious  prefence ;  he  is 
with  us  by  his  providence,  granting  us  protection 
from  powerful  enemies ;  he  is  with  us  in  his  promife*, 
alluring  us  of  defence  and  fafety.  And  if  God  be  for 
us,  who  can  be  againft  usf?  *  He  is  clothed  with 
4  ftrength  wherewith  he  hath  girded  himfelf;  and  is 

*  mightier  by  far  than  the  noiie  of  many  .waters,  yea, 
'  than  the  mighty  waves  of  the  fea{.  Behold,  all 
'  they  that  are  incenfed  againft  thee,  (hall  be  aftiamed 
4  and  confounded :  they  (nail  be  as  nothing  fl/  The 
God  who  is  with  us,  is  full  of  the  mod  tender  affec- 
tion for  his  people,  whom  he  keeps  as  the  apple  of 

#  Pfal.  ti.  2.etfeq.  f  Rom.  viii.  31.  J  Pfal.  xciif. 

)|   Ifaiah  jdi.  n. 
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his  eye :  he  confiders  the  injuries  done  to  'them  as 
done  to  himfelf ;  and  in  all  the  difpenfations  of  his 
providence  and  grace,  he  difcovers  the  hjgheft  regard 
to  their  bed  interefts.  In  every  age,  and  in  every  na- 
tion of  the  world,  God,  my  brethren,  is  with  his 
people,  to  ftrengthen  and  proteft,  to  blefs  and  fave 
them.  How  animating  and  comfortable  is  this  aflur- 
ance  to  all  good  men,  who  wait  for  the  falvation  qf 
the  Lord ! 

1 1  If  For  the  Lord  fpake  thus  to  me  with  a 
ftrong  hand,  and  inftru&ed  me  that  I  fhould  not 
walk  in  the  way  of  this  people,  faying. 

Ifaiah  here  declares  in  what  manner  God  was 
pleafed  to  communicate  to  him  the  inftruftion  that 
jie  received.— ~He  fpake  to  the  following  effe£t,  with 
a  ftrong  hand ;  with  fuch  irrefiftible  energy,  that  he 
was  not  difturbed  or  diftreffed,  but  elevated,  ftrength- 
ened,  and  comforted.  The  prophet's  mind  at  this 
time  was  probably  in  fome  meafure  enfeebled,  in  con* 
fequence  of  which  he  was  ready  to  be  difmayed  by 
defponding  fears ;  and  the  profped  of  difficulties  and 
dangers  might  have  made  him  give  way  to  the  pre- 
vailing temper  and  prattice  of  the  times.  God,  there- 
fore, who  upholdeth  them  that  fall,  effe&ually  fup. 
ported,  inftru&ed,  and  enabled  him  to  perform  what 
he  was  commanded.  By  his  ftrong  hand,  every  im-  « 
pediment  was  removed  out  of  the  way  of  duty,  all  op* 
poiition  was  vanquished,  and  what  was  fpoken  carried 
home  with  divine  power  to  his  heart.  The  expreffioa 
imports,  that  the  Lord  fpake  with  fuch  glorious  evi- 
dence of  the  truth  he  delivered,  and  accompanied  his 
inftrudions  with  fuch  mighty  energy,  as  rendered 
them  effectual  for.  the  purpofes  for  which  they  were 
intended.— r-There  are  principles  of  oppofition  to 
the  difpenfations  and  admonitions  of  God  in  the 
hearts  even  of  good  men,  which  require  the  ftrong 
hand  of  the  Almighty  to  fubdue  them.  Of  this  re- 
mark 
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mark  the  prophet  Jonas  affords  a  remarkable  inftance. 
The  apoftle  Paul  loudly  complains,  that  the  flefh  luft- 
eth  againft  t£e  fpirit ;  and  this  all  the  faints  feel  in 
their  experience.  Wrong  apprehenfions  of  the  truths 
and  ways  of  God,  unfuccefsfulnefs  in  his  fervice,  the 
influence  of  temptation,  the  entanglements  of  the 
world,  the  power  of  corruption,  and  a  fenfe  of  guilt, 
confpire  to  render  this  method  of  inftruftion  necek 
fary.  And  fuch  is  the  tender  companion  of  Jehovah, 
that,  in  order  to  the  profiting  of  tyis  fervants,  by  his 
ftrong  hand,  he  cads  down  every  lofty  imagination, 
and  every  high  thing  that  exalteth  itfelf  againft  the* 
knowledge  of  Go4  i  and  at  once  affords  effe&ual  de- 
liverance, conviction,  and  affi  ftance. 

And  injlrutted  m  that  I  Jhould  riot  walk  in  the  way 
of  this  people*  The  people  of  Judah,  defciibed  at 
the  fixth  verfe  of  this  chapter,  who  had  become  weary 
of  the  government,  the  laws,  and  religion,  which  God 
had  eftablifhed  among  them,  and  were  attached  to 
foreign  princes,  alliances,  and  cuftoms,  are  doubtlefs 
here  intended,  The  prophet  is  cautioned  not  to  walk 
in  their  ways.  This  prohibition  is  not  to  be  under- 
ftood  in  the  literal,  but  in  the  figurative  fenfe.  He 
was  not  diffuaded  from  travelling  in  the  ways  by  which 
they  journeyed  from  one  place  to  another,  but  from 
following  their  example,  and  deliberately  proceeding, 
by  a  conftant  progreflive  motion,  in  imitating  their 
temper,  converfation,  and  conduct  He  was  cau- 
tioufly  to  avoid  conformity  to  them  in  their  bad  dis- 
positions, and  fmful  pradipes.  In  this  fenfe,  fome 
of  the  kings  of  Judah  are  faid  to  have  walked  in  the 
way  of  David  and  Solomon  *.  This  inftru&ion  was 
intended  to  preferve-our  prophet  from  going  into  the 
evil  courfes,  upon  which  his  countrymen  had  entered 
at  this  period,  who  were  overwhelmed  with  timidity, 
defpondency,  and  diftruft  in  God.  He  is  divinely 
taught  not  to  entertain  the  fentiments  and  opinions 

f  a  Om>%  xi.  x  ji 
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they  had  formed  at  this  crifis  of  affairs,  not  to  fpeak 
and  aft  in  the  fame  foolifli  manner  that  they  did,  un- 
der the  corrupt  influence  of  unbelief  and  flavifti 
fear.— —My  brethren,  if  this  leffon  was  neceffary  to 
Ifaiah,  it  is  furely  no  lefs  needful  to  us.  Permit  me, 
therefore,*  to  addrefs  this  advice  to  you,  with  the 
greateft  earneftnefs  and  affe&ion,  '  Walk  not  in  the 

*  way  of  this  people/  Turn,  not  from  the  holy  com- 
mandment delivered  unto  you.  Ponder  the  path  of 
thy  feet,  and  let  all  thy  ways  be  eftablilhed.  Turn 
not  to  the  right  hand,  nor  to  the  left :  remove  thy 
foot  from  evil.  Turn  not  to  the  right  hand :  pretend 
not  to  do  more  than  God  hath  commanded  ;  and  aim 
not  to  be  righteous  overmuch.  Turn  not  to  the  left 
hand  :  reft  not  fatisfied  with  your  own  imperfedk  per* 
formances,  which  come  far  (hort  pf  the  duty  which 
God  bath  prescribed.  Make  not  void  the  law  of  the 
Lord,  either  by  doing  that  which  it  hath  forbidden,  or 
by  leaving  undone  that  which  it  requires.  '  Such  a$ 
4  turn  afide  to  crooked  ways,  the  Lord  fhall  lead  them 

*  forth  with  the  workers  of  iniquity  *  }  but  whofo 
'  walketh  uprightly  fhall  be  faved  j-.1 

12  Say  ye  not,  A  confederacy,  to  all  them. 
to  whom  this  people  fhall  fay,  A  confederacy ; 
neither  fear  y$  their  fear,  nor  be  afraid. 

This  verfe  contains  another  article  of  the  inftruc- 
tion  which  our  prophet  received  from  God,  in  which 
he,  and  his  other  fer van ts,  are  cautioned  againft  com- 
plying with  the  prevailing  iniquity  of  the  times.  ■ 
The  people  of  Judah,  on  hearing  of  the  flrong  combi-. 
nation  formed  againft  them  by  Syria  and  Ephraim, 
were  greatly  alarmed;  and,  filled  with  defpondency, 
they  exclaimed,  A  confederacy,  a  confederacy,  which 
(hall  prove  the  means  of  our  ruin.  Inftead  of  im» 
ploring  the  gracious  interpofition  of  God  in  their  be- 

#  PfrJ.  W*v.  5.  f  P*ov.  xxyiii.  18. 
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half,  they  called  in  the  help  of  Aflyria ;  and  formed 
a  very  improper  connection  with  that  people,  who 
helped  them  not.  The  prophet,  and  thofe  who  feared 
the  Lord,  are  here  diffuaded  from  approving  this  plan 
of  operation,  which,  in  the  iflue,  would  prove  ex- 
ceedingly hurtful  to  the  kingdom  of  Judan.  They 
are  ftri&ly  prohibited  from  joining  the  bulk  of  the 
nation,  and  ading  under  the  influence  of  that  cul- 
pable  timidity  by  which  they  were  diflreffed.  They 
are  required  to  diftinguifh  themfelves  from  the  people 
in  general,  by  more  excellent  principles  and  pra&ices 
than  thofe  which  were  prevalent  among  the  multi- 
tude.   Particularly  they  were  dhre&ed  ; 

Neither  fear  ye  their  fear 9  nor  be  afraid*    Thofe 
.  diftreffing  objeas  which  filled  the  many  with  con- 
fternation,  and  overwhelmed  them  with  dread,  fhould 
not  difcompofe  or  intimidate  the  godly :  on  the  con- 
trary, they  ought  to  contemplate  them  with  ferenity, 
deftitute  of  thofe  diftra&ing  fears  which  compelled  a 
profane  prince,  and  wicked 'people,  to  feek  help  any 
where  rather  than  in  God.     The  fear  againft  whfch 
the  caution  is  hers  given,  may  fignify  either  the  ob- 
je£t  of  which  they  were  afraid,  namely,  the  powers 
ful  league  formed  againft  the  Jewifli  people  by  their 
confederate  enemies,  or  that  kind  of  fear  and  per- 
plexity with  which  the  ungodly  were  much  difturbed. 
X)r  the  words  may  be  confidered  as  including  both 
fenfes :  fear  not  what  your  enemies  have  done,  or  can 
do ;  nor  fear  wi  th  clifmaying,  anxious  timidity,  as  do 
the  wicked  and  unbelieving  among  whom  you  live. 
The  natural  pailion  of  fear,  though  in  itfelf  not  ful- 
fill, yet,  in  depraved  creatures,  is  mixed  with  fin, 
and  becomes  irregular  in  its  a&ings,  either  miffing 
the  proper  objett  on  which  it  ought  to  terminate,  or 
operating  in  a  wrong  way,  or  forbidden  meafure ; 
either  direfted  into  a  wrong  channel,  or  elfe  over- 
flowing its  banks.     Indeed  the  other  aftedions  of 
love,  hatred,  and  joy,  are  likewife  often  excited  by 
improper  objects j  and  when  people  are  violently  agi- 
tated 
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tated  by  them,  their  tranquillity  of  mind  is  unhappily 
dtfturbed,  and  they  are  either  diftreffed  with  anxious 
uneafinefsi  or  lulled  afleep  in  carnal  fecurity.— — 
Would  you  comply  with  this  falutary  advice  ?  Get 
the  internal  caufes  of  this  diftrefling  fear  removed* 
and  its  difagreeable  effefts  {hall  certainly  ceafe.  lift 
tfie  fovereign  remedy  which  a  merciful  God  hath  pro 
fcribed.in  the  following  verfe,  for  curing  this  grievous 
malady ;.  which  never  fails  to  prove  effectual,  through 
his  divine  blefling,  for  difpelling  uneafy  difquietudes* 
and  restoring  a  fettled  ferenity  to  the  mind.  r. 

13  Sandify  the  Lord  of  hofla  himfelf,  and 
let  him  be  your  fear,  and  let  him  be  your  dread* 

Thefe  words  point  out  an  effectual  remedy  for  pre- 
venting and  allaying  thofe  diftftaying  fears,  which  our 
prophet,  with  all  the  godly,  are  cautioned  carefully  to 
avoid.— —The  vtwajanflify  k  ufed  in  various  fenfefc 
in  fcripture,  vrith  which  you  ought  to  be  acquainted, 
that  you  may  underftand  this  and  other  paflages 
where  it  occurs.  It  fignifies*  to  confecrate,  or  fee 
apart,  from,  a  common  to  a  facred  purpofe* ;  to  purify, 
or  make  holyf.  Sometimes  it  is  afcribed  to  men, 
who,  withdrawing  from  their  common  employments* 
devote  themfelves  tp  the  folemn  worfhip  and  fervict 
of  God  \.  At  other  times  it  is  attributed  to  Jehovah^ 
who  fanclifies  himfelf,  wfyen  he  difplays  the  confute 
mate  reftitude  of  his  nature,  and.  per  fed  deteftation  of 
fin,  in  the  difpenfations  of  his  providence,  and  in  his 
word  of  truth  |] ;  and  who  fanftifies  men,  when  he 
conveys  holy  principles  into  their  hearts,  from  the 
proper  improvement  of  which  proceeds  that  holinefs 
in  life,  and  all  manner  of  converfation,  whereby  his 
people  are  happily  diftinguifhed  §.  Men  are  faid  to 
fandify  God,  when  they  venerate  his  glorious  majefty, 

*  Jojhua  iii.  5.  f  John  xvii.  17.  %  Exod.  xi.x«  10. 
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extol  His  divine  perfections,  celebrate  his  infinite  pu- 
rity, and,  trufting  in  his  word,  walk  in  his  ordinances 
and  commandments.   In  this  important  exercife,  they 
entertain  juft  and  elevated  apprehenfions  of  his  gran- 
deur and  grace,  his  power  and  faithftiinefs ;  and,  fil- 
ing their  dependence  upon  his  omnipotence*  they  are 
raifed  far  above  confidence  in  human  aid.    Contem- 
plating him  in  the  magnificent  character  of  the  Lord 
of  hoits,  who  hath  all  the  armies  of  heaven,  and  the 
inhabitants  of  this  earth,  to  execute  hii  pleafure,  they 
are  convinced,  that  he,  and  he  alone,  is  to  be  feared; 
and  that  they  have  no  juft  reafon  to  be  intimidated  by 
the  number  and  power  of  their  enemies.  Deeply  fen- 
fible  that  none  can  deliver  out  of  his  hand,  and  that 
without  him  none  can  either  help  or  hurt  them ;  that 
he  can  never  want  inflruments  fufficient  to  baffle  the 
projetts,  and  defeat  the  confpiracies  formed  againft 
them ;  they  commit  themfelves,  and  all  their  interefts, 
into  the  hands  of  their  great  Creator.-^— Thus,  my 
friends,  ought  we  to  fan&ify  the  Lord  of  hofts,  not 
only  in  our  words  and  a&ions,  but*  in  our  hearts,  as 
the  apoftle  Peter  teaches  us,  in  Chap.  iii.  1 5.  of  his 
•Firft  Epiftle.   He  fan&ifieth  his  people  in'  foul  and  bo- 
dy, rendering  their  hearts,  their  language,  and  their 
lives  holy ;  and,  in  return,  we  ought  to  fandify  God, 
both  with  our  outward  and  inner  man.     He  clearly 
fees  through   every  appearance   and   difguife    into 
the  heart,  which  he  attentively  obferves,  and  prin- 
cipally regards.     If  he  is  fuitably  refpe&ed  and  enter- 
tained, and  the  heart  is  poflfeflfed  of  reverence  and 
love,  he  gracioufly  approves ;  if  not,  all  the  afts  of 
external  homage  are  only  vain  oblation,  which  he  wilt 
not  accept.     If  this  remedy  reaches  not  to  the  heart, 
the  difeafe  frill  remain  which  it  is  intended  to  remove, 
and  difmaying  fears  will  continue  to  perplex  and  ha- 
rafs  the  mind. 

And  let  him  be  pur  fear ^  and  let  him  be  your  dread. 
The  perfon  who  ought  to  be  feared,  is  the  Lord  of 
hofts,  Immanuel,  God  with  us }  concerning  whom  it 

is 
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is  foretold  in  the  following  verfe,  *  That  he  (hall  be  fcyr 
*  a  fan&uary ;  but  for  a  (lone  of  (tumbling,  and  for 
f  a  rock  of  offence  tQ  both  the  houfes  of  lfrael.*  Let 
this  mighty  Lord,  who  is.  your  Father,  your  Saviour# 
your  King,  and  your  God,  in  whom  are  united  the 
mofl:  glorious  majefty,  and  the  mod  amiable  conde- 
fcenfion  and  grace— let  (liAa  be  the  chief  objett  of 
your  fear  and  dread.  The  fear  of  God  here  recom- 
mended, doth  not  donfift  in  terrifying  ipprehenfibns 
of  God  as  an  enemy,  but  in  compofed  reverence 
and  awe  of  that  almighty  Parent,  whofe  favour  is 
worthy  of  the  higheft  efteem,  and  whofe  difpleafure 
ought  carefully  to  be  avoided  as  worfe  than  death- 
It  is  a  reverential  awe  of  God,  excited  and  preferred 
by  proper  views  of  his  goodnefs,  as  well  .as  of  his 
greatnefs.  This  gracious  difpofitiorc  effectually  dif- 
pels  every  other  kind  pf  uneafy  fear,  anjd  leaves  tio 
room  for  them  in  the  heart.  It  compo'fe* 'thfc  foul 
amidft  every  difquietude :  it  reftores  to  it  the  moft  de- 
firable  tranquillity  and  ^ability,  and  forms  a  powerful 
bulwark  againft  the  approach  of  evil.  What  trme,  laid 
David,  I  am  afraid,  I  will  truft  in  thee,  O  Lord,  who  art 
my  defence,  and  my  rock  ••  Had  he  rafhly  refolved  to 
feek  for  fafety  in  the  number,  power,  and  fidelity  of 
his  friends  and  armies,  or  in  any  other  advantage  he 
enjoyed,  his  dift rafting  fears  would  ftill  have  diftrefled 
him  ;  whereas  the  fear  of  the  Lord,  accompanied  with 
a  firm  truft  in  his  wifdom,  power,  and  love,  is  the 
beft  antidote  againft,  and  fureft  relief  from  every  per- 
plexing anxiety.——*  Let  npt  thine  heart  envy  fin- 
4  ners:  but  be  thou  in  the  fear  of  the  Lord  ail  the 
4  day  long.  For  furely  there  is  a  reward,  and  thine 
1  expectation  (hall  not  be  cut  offf .' 

■ 

14  And  he  (hall  be  for  a  fanduary ;  but  for 
a  ftone  of  Humbling,  and  for  a  rock  of  offence 
to  both  the  houfes  of  Ifrael,  for  a  gin,  and  for  a 
fnare  to  the  inhabitants  of  Jerufalem. 

•  Pfal.  bui.  5,  6.  f  Pror.  xxiii.  17,  18. 

3M*  The 


460  LECTURES  on  the       Chav.  VBL 

.  The  benefit  to  be  enjoyed  by  thpfe  who  faa&ify  the 
Xord  of  holts,  is  here  contrafted  with  the  dangerous 
condition  of  thofe  who  rejefit  and  contemn  him. 
To  fuch  as  fanSify.  and  fear  the  Lord  of  bods,  he  (hall 
.W  fox  &  fan&uary ;  which  is  a  place  fct  apart  for  the 
defence  of  thofe  who  refort  to  if  for  fafety  in  the  time 
of  danger.  Thqy  (hall  participate  of  all  thofe  impor- 
tant .benefits  which  people  enjoy  who  repair  to  a 
ian&uary. .  By  the  interpofition  of  his  kind  provi- 
.dence,  the  Lord  will  protett  them  from  the  various 
evils,  to  which  they  are  expofed ;  and  they  fhall  find 
agreeable  fafety  from  every  enemy,  however  fubtile 
^nd  ftrong.  Both  foul  and  body  comefi  into  his 
gracious  prote&ion,  who  is  their  keeper,  and  a 
fnade  upoi>  their  right,  hand,  as  it  is  written  in 
Pfal.  cxxi* :  *  The  Lord  fhall  preferve  thee  from  all 
4  evil :  he » fhall  preferve  thy  foul.  The  Lord  fhall 
*  preferve  thy  going  out,  and  thy  coming  in,  from 
c  this  time;  forth  and  even  for  evermore/  The  body, 
with  all  its  interefls,  comes  under  his  defence ;  wno 
hath  fai^,  that  c  he  keepeth  all  his  fervants  bones  ; 
*t  not  one  of  them  is  broken  *  j*  who  keeps  them 
as  in.  a  pavilion  from  the  flrife  of  tongues  f  ;  and 
fets  a  hedge  on  .every  fide  about  their  noufes,  and 
all  that  they  have.  The  foul,  with  all  its  concerns, 
enjoys  in  God  the  moft  defirable  covert  j  who,  by 
mod  undubitable  figns,  demonftrates  his  gracious 
prefence  with  his  people,  and  folicitous  regard  for 
their  welfare  and  fafety,  by  forgiving  their  fins,  illu- 
minating their  minds,  admitting  them  to  communion 
\yith  him,  comforting  their  hearts,  aflifling  them  in 
duty,  and  accepting  of  their  perfons  and  fervices.  In 
this  fan&uary,  they  always  find  the  plentiful  fupply 
of  all  manner  of  neceflary  provifion,  and  the  moft  de- 
lightful reft  andnrepofe  amidft  all.  the  evils  and  dan- 
gers with  which  they  are  furroundecL  It  is  not  indeed 
the  object  of  fenfe ;  nor  can  we  fully  explain  in  what 

*  Pfal.  xxxiv.  20*  f  Pfal.  xxxi.  Jlo. 
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manner  thofe  who  feera  to  be  equally  expofed  to  dan- 
gers with  other  men,  are  diftingmfhed  by  the  power, 
the  grace, .and  fpecial  care  of  the  providence  of 
God.  Though  the  defence  is  invifible,  it  is  certain1 
that  he  that  dwelleth  in  the  fecret  place  of  the  Moflf 
High,  (hall  abide  under  the  ftiadow  of  the  Almighty  V 
This  is  indeed  a  moll  extenfive  privilege,  comprehend* 
ing  every  thing  neceflary  to  real  felicity,  and  everlaft-' 
in£  confolation.— — Inftead  of  (hewing  you,  that  this 
affurance  hath  been  verified  in  ten  thoufand  ihftances, 
I  rather  requeft  you  to  take  fan&uary  in  Immlnuel^ 
the  Lord  or  hofts  ;  and  then  you  nefcd  not  be  afraid 
of  any  calamity :  there  is  not  any  thing  that  (haft 
really  hurt  you :  your  beft  interefts  (hall  be  fafe,  and 
your  hopes  (hall  never  be  difappointed. 

But  for  afione  of Jtumbling^  and  for  a  rock  of  offence 
to  both  the  houfes  of  IfraeL  Immanuel,  God  with'  us* 
who  is  the  chief  i'ubjett  of  the  ancient  predictions  and 
promifes  which  were  announced  by  the  prophets^  who, 
in  the  preceding  verfe,  is  called  the  Lord  of  hods,  is 
doubtlefs  the  perfon  here  intended.  The  .words  be- 
fore  us  are  highly  figurative,  and  multiplied,  to  point 
out  the  certainty  and  great nefs  of  the  calamity  which 
(hould  befall*  the  fearful  and  unbelieving.  The  ex- 
preffions  are  of  fimilar  irtport,  though  the  latter  is 
ftronger  and  more  forcible  than  the  former.  The' 
firft,  m  which  the  perfon  fpoken  of  is  faid  to  be  for  a 
(tone  of  (tumbling,  plainly  intimates,  that  though 
men  were  to  be  offended  at  him,  and  difpleafed  with 
him,  he  was  firm  and  permanent }  one  that  could  not 
eafily  be  broken,  or  torn  afunder  ;  and  proper  to  He 
laid  into  the  foundation  of  3  great  building.  Thi 
la  ft,  in  which  he  is  foretold  to  be  a  rock  of  offence, 
denotes  the  wonderful  immutability  of  his  nature, 
the  everlafting  perpetuity  of  his  duration,  and  his 
perfeft  fufficiency  to  afford  defence  to  thole  who  be- 
take themfelves   to  him  for  refuge,   notwithftand* 

*  Pfal.  xci,  %• 

tog 
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ing   he  was  injured  and   offended  by  multitudes. 
'Thefe  qualifications  *re  often  mentioned  in  the  pro- 
phetic, writings  as  attributes  of  the  Mefliah,  who  is 
i;eprefented   as  poffeffing  thefe  and  fimilar  proper- 
ties.   He  is  the  foundation-done  which  God  hath  laid 
in  Zion,  upon  which  he  builds  his  church ;  the  rock 
of  Salvation,  by  which  all  the  elefi:  of  God  are  pro* 
te&ed .from  the  many  hazards  to  which  they  are  ex- 
pofed.w^— To  thofe  of  an  oppofite  char  after,  he  is  a 
(tone  of  (tumbling,  and  rock  of  offence,  as  the  pro- 
phet declares,  and  the  New  Teftament  abundantly 
teftifies.     Some  of  both  the-  houfes  of  Ifrael  (tumbled 
at  the  raeannefs  of  his  birth,  and  the  poverty  of  his 
condition  y  others  were  offended  at  the  obfcurity  of 
his  perfon,  and  his  defpicablc  appearance  in  the  world. 
Some  {tumbled  at  the  company  with  which  he  affo- 
ciated;  others  were  offended  at  the  audience  with  which 
te  was  attended.    Some  (tumbled  at  the  high  preten-  * 
nons,  which  he  affumed,  the  doftrine  that  he  taught, 
9r  the  condefcenfion  that  he  difpjayed  j  whilft  others 
were  offended  at  thte  miracles  he  performed,  at  the 
fufferings  he  fuftained*  and  the  ignominious,  painful 
death. to  which  he  fubmitted.     Thus  it  proved  to 
many  of  both  the  houfes  of  Ifrael.    At  the  time  this 
prophecy  was  delivered,  the  pofterity  of  the  patriarch 
Jacob  was  divided  into  two  diftind  nations,   well 
known  by  the  names  of  Judah  and  Ephr^im ;  but  af- 
ter their  return  from  captivity,  according  to  the  pre- 
diction delivered  by  the  prophet  Ezekiel * i  they* were 
united  into  one  people;  and  in  this  itate  they  conti- 
nued, when  the  great  Meffiah  appeared  among  them. — 
Let  us  beware  of  (tumbling  at  Jefus  Chrift,  and  of 
being  offended  vrith  him>  like  the  Jews  of  old.     Let 
us  eftimate  his  character  by  the  unerring  (tandard  of 
the  fcriptures ;  and,  grateful  for  his  benevolent  inter- 
pofition  in  our  favour,  let  us  repair  to  him,  the  rock 
pf  felyatipn,  and  then  (hall  we  be  for  ever  ftfe, 

For 
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For  a  gin,  Mdfor  afnare  U  ike  inhabitants  tfj*ru» 
falenu  You  all  know,  I  fuppofe,  that  a  gin  or  fnare 
are  terms  of  fiipilar  import  u fed  to  fignify  any  tflap 
that  is  intended  to  entangle,  through  ignOraacp  or  ihm 
attention,  thole  for  whom.it  was  fet.  Herfe.  dur  pro- 
phet forotels,  that  Immai^ly '  whom  he  (jails  insh& 
preceding  ,verfe  the  Lord  of  4u>ftfr  would  prove  f<p£.a 
girx  and  a  fnare  to  the  inhabitants  of  Jerufalem,  by 
whom  they  were  _lo  be  reduced  to  thofe  ftraits,  and 
perplexing  difficulties,  from  which  they  (hould  be  m* 
able  to  extricate  themfelvefc.  They.expe&ed  the  Met 
fiah  to  appear  with  external  pomp  tad  magnificence ; 
whereas  the  Son  of  God  dwelt  fttaong  them  in  a  mean 
and  humble  condition*  They  rblhly  pronounced  hvn 
an  impoftor,  and  a  falfe.  prophet  t  wUilft*  in>fi*flt*  he 
was  the  truth*  and  his  doclria^  heayfenly  w4  45 vide. 
They  calumniated  him  as  pofleffed .with  a.dsyjl,  .a*d 
an  evil-doer,  though  he  uniformly  maintained  the 
mod  untainted , purity pf  condu&,lndr  performed,;  in 
their  prefence,  thofe  (flu  pqtxdou$  mi  faciei  ;%hich'Sio 
man  could  do  unlefs  Qod  warf  with  him.  They  fup» 
pofed  that  by  putting  to  death  Jqftfs  Chrift,  they'  Would 
have  enjoyed  the  ftvouar  of  th<$  Romans,  and  their.ftfcte 
would  have  been  preferred  in  iesurity. ;  .whereas,  ac- 
cording to  the  counfel  of  Jehovah,  their  putting  him  to 
death,  was  the  caufe  of  the  deft ru^lipa  of  their  nation, 
city,  and  temple,  by  that  very  people  whofe  friendftrip 
they  meant  thereby  to  conciliate.  When  the  Son  of 
God  affirmed  in  his  dtfcourfes,  that  '  he  and  the  Fa- 
'  ther  are,  one ;'  that  c  the  Father  is  in  him,  and  he 

*  in  the  Father  # ;'  that  c  he  was  the  Lord  of  the  Sab>* 
€  bath  f  j*  that*  he  had  power  on  earth  to  f of  give 

*  fins  I ;'  that  *  he  is  the  bread  of  life ;.  and  unlefs  we 
4  eat  his  ftelh,  and  drink  his  blood/  Zsfc.  (j ;  they  foolifhly 
imagined,  that  thefe,  and  the  like-  declarations,  were 
fufficient  reafons  why  they  (hould  reject  him  as  a  blaf- 
phemer.     In  this  manner  they  were  deceived :  they 

#  John  x.  30.  38.  t  N*tth*  xp.  ?>  %  Mattb.  ix.  6. 

P  John  vi.  48.  tiff. 
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erred  in  judgment  and  prattice,  and  fubje&ed  them- 
felves  to  the  ritoft  terrible  judgments.  Many  in  Je- 
rufalem  were  reduced  to  the  moft  diftreffing  circum- 
ftahces,  and  fuffered  the  moft  dreadful  calamities, 
from  which  they  could  not  extricate  themfelves.  The 
caufe,  however,  of  the  divine  judgments  in  which  they 
were  involved,  was  not  in  Jeius  Chrift,  at  whom  they 
were  offended ;  but  in  themfelves,  who,  without  juft 
reafon,  were  difple&fed  with  him.—- ^ — Thus  was  ful- 
filled the  prediction  before  us,  and  thus  were  verified 
the  words  of  good  old  Simeon',  recorded  Luke  ii. 
34,  35.  which  he  fpake  unto  Mary,  the  mother  of  our 
Saviour :  *  Behold,  this  (difficulted  by  what  name  to 

*  call  this  illuftrious  child)  is  fet  for  the  fell  and  rifing 

*  agftift  of  many  in  Ifrael ;  and  for  a  fign  which  lhall 

*  be  fpoken  againft,  that  the  thoughts  of  many  hearts 

<  may  be  revealed. *»-— ^-Ag  it  was  of  old,  fo  it  is  now, 
and  mall  be  in  following  ages  of  the  church : €  Unto  you 
'  •  that  believe,  he  is  precious :  but  unto  them  who  are 

*  difobedlent,  the  ftone  which  the  builders  difallowed, 

*  the  feme  is  made  th*  head  of  the  corner,  and  a  ftone 

*  of  (tumbling,  and  a  tock  of  offence,  to  them  who 
4  ftumble  at  the  word,  being  djfobedient,  whereunto 

<  alfo  they  were  appointed  V 

* 

15  And  many  among  them  fhall  ftumble  and 
fall,  and  be  broken,  and  be  fnared,  and  be  taken. 

The  effects  that  fhould  follow  the  accompl^ftiment 
of  the  foregoing  predi&ion,  are  here  particularly  men- 
tioned and  illuftrated. Of  both  the  houfes  of  Ifrael 

and  Judah,  and  of  the  inhabitants  of  Jerufalem,  there 
were  fome  who  participated  in  the  great  falvation  of 
the  Lord,  to  whom  he  was  for  a  fanduary.  Of 
them  alfo  there  were  many,  a  great  number,  who 
(tumbled,  and  were  offended  at  him ;  and  were,  there- 
fotfij  excluded  from  the  blef&ngs  of  his  redemption. 

•  l  Peter  ii.  7,  8. 

With 
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With  wicked  hands,  having  flain  thr  Prince  of  life, 
and  killed  the  Lord  of  glory,  many  of  them,  through 
blind  infidelity,  and  perverfe  obftinacy,  fell  under 
the  mod  awful  miferies.    They  were  deprived  of 
their,  civil  and  religious  privileges,  the  gofpel  was 
taken  from  them,  the  covenant  between  God  and 
them,  was  diflblved,  their. city  and  temple  was  de- 
ftroyed,  wrath  came  upon  them  to  the  uttermoft,  and 
fome  of  them  fell  into  everlafting  perdition,—- --And 
be  broken.     Their  nation  and  church  was  broken  to 
pieces,  in  fuch  a  manner  that  they  could  not  recover 
their  former  unity  and  grandeur,  whilft  great  num- 
bers of  individuals  were  broken  and  ruined  by  mis- 
fortunes of  various  kinds.— —Jnd  be  fnared.    By 
their  foolifli  reafonings,  and  vain  delufions,  they  were 
brought  into  a  perplexing,  dangerous  condition,  in 
which  they  could  not  reconcile  the  events  of  provi- 
dence to  the  opinions  they  had  formed  concerning  the 
promifed  Meffiah ;  and  thus,  through  ignorance  and 
prejudice*  they  were  taken  as  in  a  lhare.— — It  is 
added,  And  be  taken.    As  birds  are  caught  in  th$  net 
that  is  fpread  for  them,  and  fifties  are  inclofed  in  the 
net  that  is  let  down  for  them  into  the  water,  fo  the 
inhabitants  of  Jerufalem  were  to  be  infnared  by  their 
own  wicked  devices,  and  to  become  a  prey  to  their 
enemies.     God,  in  his  infinite  wifdom,  fo  over-rules 
the  opinions,  the  reafonings,  and  actions  of  wicked 
men,  that,  whilft  they  think  they  are  efcaping  dan- 
ger, fear,  and  trouble,  they  find,  in  experience,  that 
they  were  egregioufly  miftaken,  and  that  they  were 
working  their  own  mifery  and  deftru&ion.    As  SoIo: 
mon  obferves  in  the  Proverbs,  *  In  the  tranfgreflion 
*  of  an  evil  man  there  is  a  fnare  V  in  which. his 
neighbour  is  fometimes  caught,  and  in  which  he.  him- 
felf  is  always  taken. Reviewing  this  part  of  pro- 
phecy, the  words  of  Jefus  Chrift,  which  are  written 
Matthew  xj.  6.  ought  to  make  deep  iropreffion  upon 

*  Prov.'xxix.^s. 

-  . 
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but  Hearts :  **  BIHIcd  is  lie  whofoever  fliajlnot  be  of- 
*  fended  In  me;'  Be  not  offended  at  the  perfon  or 
fcdndift  of  the  Son  of  God,  at  the  dp&rines  or  duties 
he  inculcated,  at  th*  Offerings  towhifch  he  foretold 
ffis*  djfciples  Should  be  expofed,  and  you  fhatt  expe- 
rience the  truth  of  this  beatitude ;  you  ffiall'enjoy  peace 
&nd  fafety,  when  others  &rt  broken  and  ftiarea  ;r  you 
jh$lUbe'  HeflecJ  with  confolation  and  joy  in  this  world, 

tod  iff  ttid'worid  to  come  with  everlafting  life. 

From  this  fubjeft  I  might  eafily  lead  you  into  an  unfa- 
thomable depth,  which  it  is  much  morefafe  to  contem* 
plate,  and  retire  to  treat  of  other  matters,  than  to 
enter  fir  into  it,  and  lofe  ourfejves.  This,  however, 
we  affirm,  that  the  deftf u&ion  of  men  is  always  the 
fruit  of  their  own  doings*;  and  that  thofe  who  pre- 
fumptuciufly  rejeft  Inimanuel,  fhall  certainly  fell  into 
the  condemnation  here  mentioned.  Though  this  won- 
derful Perfon  came  into  the  world  not  to  deftroy,  but 
to  fave ;  though  his  primary  and  proper  defign  was, 
to  lay  &  fure  foundation  on  which  men  fhould  build 
all' their  hopes ;  yet  if  people  will  ftumble^  and  be  of- 
fended at  him,  they  fh^ll  be  broken  and  fijared. .  Re- 
je&}6n  of  the  Saviour  effeftually  excludes  from  his  fal- 
yat\pn,  and  converts  the  very  means  pf  deliverance 
into  means  of  deftru&ion.  This  was  the  mifery  of 
many  in  Ifrael;  and  this  is  the  condemnation  of 
many  among  us,  wHo  either  make  light,  of  the  gofpcl, 
and  account  it  foolifhnefs,  or  endeavour  to  pervert  it 
to  the  worft  of  purpofes.  Take  heed  then,  brethen, 
left  there  be  in  any  of  you  an  evil  heart  of  unbelief, 
in  departing  from  the  living  God. 

1 6  Bind  up  the  teftimony,  feal  the  law 
among  my  difciples. 

The  prophet,  In  the  name  of  Jehovah,  who 
rave  him  commandment  what  he  fhould  fay,  ad- 
drefles  Immanuel,  calling  him  to  perform  his  pe- 
culiar work  toward  his  diicipies,  to  whom  he  fhould 

be 
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be  for  a  fan&uary. The  perfon  introduced  as  fpeak- 

ing  by  Ifaiah,  and  the  perfon  to  whom  the  words  of 
this  verfe  are  dire&ed,*  are  the  fame  that  are  mention- 
ed in  Pfal.  ex.  i .  where  the  royal  poet  declares,  *  The 
*  Lord  faid  unto  my  Lord,'  &c.  The  teftimony,  and 
the  law,  here  intended,  are  the  word  of  God,  con* 
taining  the  doftrine  and  precepts  delivered  concern- 
ing the  promifed  Meffiah,  and  thofe  which  were  put£ 
limed  by  him  and  his  apoftles.  Thefe  facred  truths, 
and  mod  juft  commandments,  are  fometimes  called  & 
teftimony,  in  the  fcriptures  both  of  the  Old  and  New 
Teftament  *.  With  great  propriety  do  they  bear  this 
defignation,  as  they  teftify  the  will  of  God,  and  the 
duty  of  man ;  as  they  bear  witnefs  of  Jefus  Chrift, 
and  reveal  the  gracious  defigns  of  God  for  the  falva- 
tion.of  iinners.  The  word  tranflated  teftimony ,  is  de- 
rived from  one  that  fignifies  to  witnefs ;  and  is  applied 
to  the  record  of  God,  which  is  folemnly  attefted  by 
the  moft  proper  and  competent  witneffes.  The  law 
which  it  contains,  was  promulgated  amidft  the  mi- 
niftry  of  angeis,  in  the  prefence  of  the  whole  camp  of 
Ifrae),  and  accompanied  with  the  moft  aftonifliing 
wonders,  and  awful  figns  from  heaven.  The  gofpel 
which  it  publilhes,  was  preached  by  the  Lord,  and 
his  infj*red  apoftles,  God  bearing  them  witnefs  with 
figns,  and  wonders,  and  miracles,  and  gifts  of  the 
Holy  Ghoft :  it  was  confirmed  by  the  death,  refur- 
re&ion,  and  fubfequent  glory  of  Jefus  Chrift,  which 
the  world  was  required  to  confider  as  evidences 
of  the  truth  of  their  teftimony. The  law  fome- 
times denotes,  in  a  limited  fenfe,  the  moral  law 
of  God,  comprifed  in  the  ten  commandments ;  or 
the  Jcwifh  difpenfation,  inftituted  by  their  great  Le- 
gillator.  In  this  fenfe  the  apoftle  John  affirms, 
that '  the  law  was  given  by  Mofes  |/  At  other  times, 
it  fignifies  the  whole  word  of  God  revealed  in  the 
fcriptures,  which  inftrufts. mankind  in  the  knowledge 

#  Pfal.  xix.  7.    1  Theff.  i.  10.  +  John  i.  17. 
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of  their  duty,  and  points  out  the  manifold  obligations 
we  lie  under  to  perform  it  with  fidelity  and  diligence. 
In  this  extenfive  meaning,  we  fuppofe,  the  following 
affertion  is  to  be  understood :  *  The  law  of  the  Lord 
*  is  perfeft,  converting  the  foul  V  This  laft  fignifi- 
fiation  of  the  law  feems  bed  adapted  to  the  pafiage  be- 
fore us,  where  the  whole  revealed  mind  and  will  of 
God  is  intended,  of  which  the  law  is  an  excellent  fum* 
xnary,  as  well  as  the  perfedt  rule  of  that  obedience 
which  is  required  of  the  difciples  of  Jefus  Chrift. 

This  teftimony  the  Mefliah  is  required  to  bind  up : 
this  law  he  is  dire&ed  to  feal  among  bis  difciples. 
A  learned  commentator  well  obferves,  that  the  He-, 
brew  word  tranflated  bind  uf>,  fignifies  alfo  to  infcribe 
and  engrave,  which,  in  this  verfe,  feems  to  be  the 
preferable  interpretation.    By  this  tranflation,  both 
the  expreffions  under  confideration  are  of  Similar  im- 
port; a  juft  and  elegant  expofition  of  the  words  is 
fuggefted,  which,  according  to  this  view  of  them,  re- 
late to  the  inscription  of  the  teftimony  and  law  of 
God  on  the  hearts  of  his  difciples.   Of  this  teftimony 
the  apoftle  John  gives  a  fhon  abridgment,  in  thefe  few 
words :  *  God  fent  his  Son  to  be  the  Saviour  of  the 
4  world  f  /   When  the  teftimony  is  infcribed  or  con- 
firmed by  the  internal  operation  of  the  Hdy^Ghoft, 
the  evidences  of  its  glorious  truth  are  deeply  im-* 
preffed  upon  the  mind,  and  examined  with  the  utmoft 
attention  and  care.     The  witnefs  of  Mofes  is  com- 
pared with  that  given  by  the  other  prophets ;  the  tefti- 
mony of  the  Father  and  the  Son,  with  that  of  Mo- 
fes, and  the  prophets;  and  with  all  thefe   is  unit- 
ed the  evidence  delivered  by  the  apoftles  of  Jefus 
Chrift.     The  combined  force  of  all  thefe  evidences, 
which   perfe&ly  agree  among  themfelves,  is  clear-? 
ly  perceived;  conviftion  of  the  truth  is  carried  to 
the  heart :  in  confequence  of  which,  the  record  of 
God  is  received  by  the  difciple,  who  thus  fets  to  his 

•  PfaL  xix.  7,  f  1  Jokn  iv.  14. 

feal 
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feal  that  God  is  true ;  and,  in  this  manner,  as  the 
apoftle  Paul  fpeaks,  c  It  is  confirmed  in  him  V 
The  Meffiah  is  likewife  dire&ed  to  feal  among  his 
difciples  that  law,  of  which  love  is  the  abridgment 
and  fulfilment.     Seals,  you  know,  are  ufed  for  dif- 
ferent purpofes.  Sometimes,  to  authenticate  a  deed,  or 
confirm  a  tranfadtion  of  high  importance :  thus  the 
letters  written  in  king  Ahafuerus*  name,  by  Mordecai, 
were  fealed  with  the  king's  ring  or  feal  f .     At  other 
times,  things  are  fealed,  to  fhew  whofe  workmanship 
they  are,  or  to  whom  they  belong ;  and,  in  this  fenfe, 
probably,  the  apoftle  Paul  obferves,  that  after  men 
believe,  they  are  fealed  with  the  Holy  Spirit  of  pro- 
mife  |.  Sometimes,  to  conceal  things  from  public  view : 
with  this  defign,  letters  are  fealed  to  prevent  people 
from  infpefting  their  contents.  At  other  times,  to  pre- 
ferve  them  in  fafety  from  the  hand  of  violence  or 
fraud :    the  word  is  to  be  thus  underftood,  where 
God  informed  the  people  of  Ifrael,   that  the   fins 
they  committed  were   laid  up  in   (lore  with  him, 
and  fealed  up  among  his  treafures  ||.     I  fee  no  reafon 
for  reftri&ing  the  expreffion  here  to  any  one  of  thefe 
fenfes,  and  therefore  1  confider  it  as  including  all  of 
them.     Seal  the  law  among  my  difciples :  by  this  in- 
ward operation  upon  their  hearts,  afford  them  the 
witnefs  in  themfelves  of  the  truth  of  the  divine  tefti- 
mony ;  give  them  evidence  that  they  are  God's  work- 
manship, created  unto  good  works ;  furnifli  them  with 
thofe  excellent  principles  and  rules  of  a&ion  with 
which  other  people  are  unacquainted ;  and  preferve 
them  fafe  in  the  exef  cife  of  cheerful  obedience  to  the 
commands  of  God.     Such,  my  brethren,  if  I  miftake 
not,  is  the  import  of  what  is  contained  in  this  verfe. — 
Let  us  who  profefs  to  be  the  difciples  of  Jefus  Chrift, 
convert   this  dire&ion  into  earnefl  prayer  to  God, 
and  requeft  of  him  the  ineftimable  bleffings  here  men- 

#  1  Cor.  i.  6.  f  Efthcr  viii.  ic.  J  Eph.  1.  13. 

K  Dcut.  xxxii.  34. 
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tloned,  as  the  fulfilment  of  his  promife,  and  the  rich 
difplay  of  his  marvellous  grace,  that  henceforth  we 
may  transcribe  his  law  into  our  lives,  fo  as  it  may 
be  known  and  read  of  all  men. 

17  And  I  will  wait  upon  the  Lord  that  hid- 
eth  his  face  from  the  houfe  of  Jacob,  and  I  will 
look  for  him. 

The  illuftrious  Perfon,  to  whom  God,  by  the  pro- 
phet, had  addreffed  the  words  of  the  foregoing  verfe, 
is  here  introduced,  acquiefcing  in  the  appointment 
and  command  of  God,  and  waiting,  with  his  difciples, 
for  the  accompjifhment  of  his  promifes.— *-Some 
interpreters  are  of  opinion,  that  what  is  contained  in 
this  and  the  following  verfe,  are  properly  the  words 
of  our  prophet,  though  partly  applied  to  Jefus  Chrift* 
in  way  of  accommodation,  by  the  writer  of  the  Epiftle 
to  the  Hebrews.  Others  have  aflerted,  that  what  is 
laid  in  this  verfe,  is  to  be  attributed  to  Ifaiah ;  and 
that  which  follows,  in  the  1 8th  verfe,  is  to  be  afcribed 
to  the  Mefliah.  A  third  clafs,  fuppofing  that  thefe 
expofitions  are  rather  ft  rained,  confider  both  verfes  as 
the  words  of  the  Son  of  God,  to  whom  the  latter 
verfe  is  exprefsly  applied  *,  and  to  whom  what  is  here 
fpoken  is  equally  applicable.  Whichfoever  of  thefe 
fentiments  you  are  pleafed  to  adopt,  the  import  of  the 
refolution,  now  to  be  explained,  is  nearly  the  fame: 
/  nvill  wait  upon  the  Lord*  In  the  practice  of  this  be- 
coming refolution,  Jehovah  is  the  objeft  of  intenfe  de- 
fire,  of  diligent  attention,  earneft  expectation,  and 
conftant  dependence.  In  this  important  exercife,  hu- 
mility and  hope,  patience  and  perfevcrance,  are  hap- 
pily combined  with  an  agreeable  ferenity  of  mind, 
which  ilands  in  dirett  oppofition  to  turbulence  of 
fpirit,  and  uneafy  emotions  of  foul.  It  checks  every 
oppofite  paffion,  and  preferves  the  mind  in  a  pleafing 

*  Hcb.  ii.  13. 
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tranquillity,  fatisfied  with  the  fovereign  good,  pjeafure 
of  God,  and  attentive  to  the  diligent  improvement  of 
all  the  means  appointed  for  attaining  the  end  in  view. 
In  every  change,  affli&ion,  and  trial,  it  difpofes  wholly 
to  rely  upon  God,  for  all  the  bleflings  he  hath  pro- 
mifed  to  bellow,  in  the  feafon  he  fees  mod  proper  ta 
confer  them.  Hence,  in  the  laft  claufe  of  this'  verfe, 
the  fame  refolution  is  thus  expreffed :  /  will  look  for 
him.  This  is  at  once  a  very  pleafant  and  profitable 
employment ;  and,  therefore,  the  writer  of  the  book 
of  Lamentations  affirms,  that  '  it  is  good  to  hope, 

*  and  quietly  to  wait  for  the  falvation  of  the  Lord  V 
To  this  important  duty  the  royal  pfalmift  frequently 
encourages  himfelf  and  others  :  '  My  foul,'  faith  he, 

*  wait  thou  only  upon  him :  for  my  expe&ation  is. 
c  from  him  f  .*  And  elfewhere,  *  I  wait  for  the  Lord, 
4  my  foul  doth  wait,  and  in  his  .word  do  I  hope.  My . 

*  foul  waiteth  for  the  Lord,  more  than  they  that  watch 

*  for  the  morning  J.'  This  was  the  employment  not 
only  of  David,  but  of  David's  Lord,  of  lfaiah,  and 
all  the  holy  men  of  God  that  ever  lived-  upon  the 
earth.         '  Wait  then  on  the  Lord :  be  of  good  cou- 

*  rage,  and  he  fhall  ftrengthen  thy  heart ;  wait,  I  fay, 
c  upon  the  Lord/  Roufe  yourfelves  to  aftivity,  dili- 
gence, and  perfeverance,  in  this  good  work  of  the 
Lord  :  lay  afide  your  timidity  and  indolence,  and 
every  other  incumbrance,  and  devote  yourfelves  to 
this  becoming  exercife.  Conltantly  depend  upon  God, 
for  all  the  mercy  and  grace  that  your  various  circum- 
ftances  may  require ;  and  look  to  him  daily  for  the 
accomplishment  of  your  juft  defires,  affured  that  it  is 
not  a  vain  thing  to  wait  upon  him,  who  waits  to  be 
gracious. 

That  bidet b  bis  face  from  the  h^ufe  of  Jacob.  This 
charatter  is  repeatedly  afcribed  to  Jehovah  in  this 
prophecy  |j.    Though,  by  the  immenfity  of  his  divine 

#  Lam.  iii.  6.  f  Pfal.  lxii.  5.  \  PfsJL  cxxx.  5,  6. 

U  See  I£aiah  xlr.  15. 
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nature,  God  is  every  where  prefent,  fuch  is  the  fpi- 
rituality  of  his  nature,  that  he  cannot  be  feen  by  mortal 
eyes  ;  and  being  invifible,   he  may  be  faid  to  hide 
himfelf  from  human  view.     The  chara&er,  however, 
before  us,  is  efpecially  attributed  to  him,  on  account 
of  his  withdrawing  frpm  his  fervants  the  fenfible 
manifeftations  of  his  gracious  prefence,  fo  that  they 
perceive  not  the  proofs  of  his  providential  care  and 
loving-kindnefs,  with  which  they  were  formerly  fa- 
voured.    For  wife  and  falutary  purpofes,  he  conceals 
from  them  the  reafons  and  ends  of  the  various  dif- 
penfations  of  his  providence  and  grace  :  he  allows  the 
agreeable  correfpondence  that  he  formerly  maintained 
with  them  to  be  interrupted  for  a  feafon,  and  reftrains 
from  them  the  light  of  his  countenance,  and  the 
pledges  of  his  love,  which  conftitute  the  felicity  and  joy 
of  the  upright  among  men*    In  thefe  and  other  fimilar 
refpe&s,  God  hideth  himfelf  from  the  houfe  of  Jacob : 
by  which  may  be  meant  the  natural  pofterity  of  that 
great   patriarch,  comprehending  both  the  houfes  of 
firael,  of  whom  the  church  of  God  was  compofed  un- 
der the  Old  Teftament ;  and  who  afforded  a  lively  re- 
presentation of  the  church  of  Jefus  Chrift  under  the 
New  Teftament,  which  often  bears  this  name  in  pro- 
phetic language.    Both  of  thefe  focieties  may  be  in- 
cluded in  the  expreffion,  as  each  of  them  have  their 

fhare  in  this  difpenfation. Though  this  fubjeft  is 

not  rightly  underftood  by  thofe  who  are  not  experi- 
mentally acquainted  with  the  power  of  godlinefs,  yet 
the  truth  it  contains  is  not  on  that  account  a  whit 
the  lefs  real  and  certain.  Strangers  to  the  happinefs 
refulting  from  the  manifeftations  of  the  peculiar  favour 
of  the  Lord,  and  incapable  of  relifliing  thofe  enjoy- 
ments, are  ready  to  call  in  queftion  the  reality  of  this 
mattef,  and  to  ftigmatize  it  with  the  names  of  enthu- 
fiafm  and  fanaticifm*  Such  conduft,  which  always 
proceeds  from  ignorance  or  prejudice,  no  more  injures 
the  truth  here  aflerted,  than  the  contempt  of  mufic, 
which  foine  foolilh  people  difcover,  who  have  no  ear* 

and 
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and  are  infenfible  to  its  charms,  can  detract  from 

the  excellence  of  that  much-admired  art. Truly, 

.  O  Lord,  thou  art  a  God  that  hideft  thyfelf.  Thy 
profeflLng  people,  by  their  fins,  frequently  provoke 
thee  to  withdraw  from  them  thy  gracious  prefence  ; 
and  when  thou  hideft  thyfelf,  who  can  behold  thee  i 
whether  it  be  done  againft  a  nation,  or  a  perfoh  only. 
This  mournful  truth  is  confirmed  by  the  concurring 
teftimony  of  the  faithful  in  every  generation;  and 
perhaps,,  in  few  ages  hath  this  character  of  Jehovah 
been  more  fully  verified  than  in  the  prefent.  Let  us 
then  try  to  difcover  the  caufes  of  this  atfe&ing  difpen- 
fation,  and  diligently  endeavour  to  have  them  remove 
ed,  whilft,  in  the  mean  time,  we  lludy  to  comply 
with  the  gracious  defigns  that  God  may  have  in  view 
to  promote,  by  acting  toward  us  in  this  manner. 

18  Behold  I  and  the  children  whom  the 
Lord  hath  given  me  are  for  figns,  and  for 
wondere  in  lfrael ;  from  the  Lord  of  hofts, 
who  dwelleth  in  mount  Zion. 

The  firft  part  of  this  verfe  being  exprefsly  applied 
to  Jefus  Chrift,  by'  the  writer  of  the  Epiftle  to  the 
Hebrews,  I  fhall  confider  the  words  as  proceeding 
from  the  Mefliah,  who;  is  introduced,  exhibit- 
ing himfelf,  and  his  difciples,  as  the  objects  of  ad- 
miring contemplation.— -In  obedience  to  this  call, 
tjirn  your  attention  from  every  other  objeft,  elevate 
.your  thoughts,  awaken  all  the  powers  of  your  fouls, 
fteadily  to  contemplate,  with  wonder,  love,  and  gra- 
titude, the  illuflrious  Perfon,  who  juftly  claims  your 
mod  intenfe  meditation.  Behold  him,  with  veneration 
and  reverence,  to  whom  God  hath  given  a  name  above 
every  name.  Behold  him,  with  penitence  and  contri- 
tion of  heart,  who  was  pierced  for  your  iniquities. 
Behold  him,  with  thankfulnefs  and  praife,  who  re- 
deemed you  to  God  by  his  own  blood.  Behold  him, 
with  affection  and  hope,  who  will  ftablifh  your  hearts 

uublame- 
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unblameable  in  holinefs,  before  God,  at  his  coming* 
Unto  you,  O  men,  I  call,  and  my  voice  is  to  the  fon$ 
of  men.»  Ye  covetous,  avaricious  fons  of  men,  behold 
Immanuel,  with  boundlefs  liberality,  debafing  him- 
felf, and  becoming  poor,  that  he  might  make  many 
rich.  Ye  proud  and  ambitious,  behold  the  Son  of 
God  humbling  himfelf,  and  becoming  obedient  to  the 
death  of  the  crofs,  that  he  might  hide  pride  from  our 
eyes,  and  exalt  the  lowly  to  the  molt  diftinguifhed 
honours.  Ye  fenfual  and  voluptuous,  behold  Jefus 
Chrift  covered  with  ftripes,  bruifes,  and  blood,  fuftain- 
ing,  with  invincible  patience  and  magnanimity,  the 
moil  complicated  fufferings,  that  he  might  atone  for 
your  fenftiality,  and.loveof  (inful  pleafure.  Ye  peni- 
tent and  faithful,  turn  your  eyes  from  your  iniquities, 
with  which  you  are  affli&ed,  and  direft  them  to  the 
Lamb  of  God,  who  prefented  himfelf  an  expiatory 
fecrifice  for  your  fins.  Contemplate  this  glorious  Per- 
fon,  going  about  continually  doing  good ;,  with  unre- 
mitting aftivity,  inftru^ing  and  healing  the  people ; 
and  fetting  you  an  example,  that  ye  might  follow  his 
fteps.  Reflect  on  his  ignominious  crown  of  thornr, 
by  which  he  acquired  for  you  a  never-fading  crown 
of  glory  :  and  furvey  his  wonderful  eondefcenfion,  in 
wearing,  as  an  objeft  of  ridicule,  a  purple  robe,  by 
which  he  obtained  for  you  the  robe  of  righteoufnefs, 
and  garment  of  falvation.  Confider,  with  tender  fym- 
pathy,  his  wounds  and  ftripes,  as  the  precious  reme- 
dy by  which  you*  fpiritual  difeafes  mud  be  healed  ; 
and  his  agonizing  death,  to  which  he  fubmitted,  to 
deliver  you  from  death,  and  to  raife  you  to  immortal 
life.  And  then  extend  your  view  to  that  happy  day, 
\^en  he  will  prefent  you  all  glorious,  not  having 
fpot,  or  wrinkle,  or  any  fuch  thing,  faultlefs  before 
the  prefence  of  his  glory,  with  exceeding  joy. 
No  fight  fo  inftruttive,  and  fo  ufeful  to  the  faith- 
ful, as  the  blefled  Redeemer,  bearing  our  fins,  and 
accomplilhing  our  falvation.  Though  to  vain  de- 
luded men,  this  is  an  object  of  difguft  and  horror, 

thofe 
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thofe  *ho  »fe  Ifeftfibfe  of  their  fin  and  daflgfcf,  and 
have  their  eyes  illuminated,  are  healed  by  the  pro** 
fpe£t,  as  the  difeftfed  Ifraelites  who  looked  Upon  thi 
brazen  ferpent:  their  whale  heart!  art  mollified) 
thanged»  and  comforted. 

And  the  children  *whM  tbi  Ltrd  bath  %to&l  mi* 
The  difciples  of  the  Meffi&h,  on  whom  the  law  of  God 
is  fealed*  are  doubtlefs  the  children  whom  Jehovah 
hdth  given  him.  The  defcription  is\  emphatic,  jtift* 
Arid  inftru&ive,  highly  worthy  of  our  ferioXis  alten* 
tkm.  They  are  the  children  of  Itamanuet^  ttho^ 
in  the  following  chapter,  is  called  the  everlafting  Fa- 
ther ;  and,  in  the  fifty*third  chapter  of  this  pro^ 
phecy,  they  are  fpofcen  of  as  his  feed  and  pofterityi 
They  are  begotten  again  by  the  incorruptible  feed  6f 
his  word;  they  are  born  from  abov£,  of'  fife  'fpitit  i 
they  bear  his  mod  amiable  itftage ;  they  are  adopted 
into  his  diving  family;  they  are  the  obje&s  of  his 
tender  affedion*  and  paternal  care  $  they  enjoy  hid 
fatherly  protection ;  they  are  nourifhed  and  fupported 
by  his  pro vifions  ;  they  trt  inftrufted  by  hirh,  fo  as( 
t&  become  wife  unto  falvat  ion $  they  are  admitted  in* 
tb  his  fellowfhip,  and  constituted  heirs  of  his  eternal 
kingdom.  On  thefe  and  fimilar  accounts,  the  dif- 
ciples of  Immanuel  are,  with  great  propriety^  called 
his  children,  Vf horn  the  Lord  hath'  given  him;  ;  ■  I 
pretend  not  to  explain  the  tranfa&ion  mentioned  in 
tins  laft  claufe,  which  ought  rather  to  be  confidered 
with  admiration  and  gratitude,  than  inveftigated  with 
culpable  curiofity,  and  critical  nicety.  It  is  frequently 
alluded  to  in  fcripture,  particularly  in  the  feventeenth 
chapter  of  John,  where  our  blefifed  Saviour,  in  his  in* 
terceffory  prayer,  feveral  times  repeats  this  expreffion :: 

*  Thine  they  were  (faith  he  to  his  heavenly  father), 
4  and  thou  gaveft  them  me ;'  and  agaift,  *  Father,  t 

*  will  that  they  whom  thou  haft  given  me  be  with  me 

*  where  I  am,  that  they  may  behold  my  glory  V  All 

#  John  xvi.  6.  34.* 
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Jthipgs;  are  6f  God,  who  gives  children  unto  men  ac- 
cording to  his  good  pleafure.  He  hath  given  his 
Son  Jefus.  Chrift  unto  the  world,  as  a  glorious  de- 
moftftratioii  of  his  love,  and  the  unfpeakable  gift  of 
nis  grace.  He  hath  given  to  Jefus  Chrift  men  out 
of  the  world,  as  the  important  charge  with  which  he 
is  intruded,  that  he  might  redeem  them  from  alt 
evil  J>y  ;his  precious  blood,  that  he  may  govern  them 
£S  the  fubjeds  of  fiis  kingdom,  that  he  may  inftru£t 
them  aj$  difciples  in  his  fchool,  that  he  may  conftitute 
them  members  of  his  family  and  heiro  of  his  glory, 
whilft  he  looks  upon  them  as  the  rich  rewards  of  his 
obedience  even  unto  death.  With  this  divine,  gift, 
the  great  Meffiah  is.  here  introduced  as  highly  well 
pleafed,  and  triumphing  in  Jthe  view  of  the  glorious 
retinue  with  which  he  inaU  be  attended. — : — Would 
you, -my  brethren,  participate  in  the;  blefied  privi- 
lege of  being  prefented  at  laft  among,  the  children 
pf  Jefus  Chrift^  and  .entertain  upon  good  grounds 
this  defirable  profpe&  ?  The  foletnn  deed  here  men- 
tioned, .mud  be, ratified  by  your  cojifent.  Imprefled 
Tyith,  a  deep  fenfe  of  your  danger,  folicitouily  concern- 
ed fqr  your  falvation,  and  firmly  perfuaded  of  the  all- 
fufficiency  of  Jefus  Chrift,  you  mu/t  commit  your- 
felves  to  him,  who  is  able  to  keep  ypu  againft  that 
day  'r  and  repofe  your  confidence  upon  his  omnipo- 
tent arm,  that  he  may  preferve  you:$o  his  heavenly 
kingdom.  Befought  by  the  mercies  of  God,  pre- 
sent your  bodies  a  living  facrifice,  holy  and  accept- 
able to  him,  which  is  your  reafonable  fervice.  The 
unreferved  furrender  of  yourfelves  to  the  Lord,  to  be 
wholly  at  his  difpofal,  and  to  aft  entirely;  for  his  ho- 
nour, will  make  good  his  grant  of  you  to  Jefus  Chrift. 
Though  this  facrifice  is  your  folemn  deed,  yec,  pro- 
perly fpeaking,  it  is  the  gift  of  God,  who  furnifhes 
not  only  the  facrifice,  but  the  altar,  and  fends  down 
fire  to  enliven  it  from  heaven* 

Are  for  Jigns  and  wonders  in   IfraeL     Signs  are 
fdme  uncommon  appearances,  which  excite  attention 

and 
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and  furprife,  that  cannot  be  accounted  for  by  thfe  law* 
of  nature ;  and,  therefore,  remind  the  fpeSators  of 
the  power  and  prefence  of  God.  Of  this  fort  were 
the  figns  performed  by  Mofes,  in  the  prefence  of  Pha- 
raoh. A  wonder  is  fome  extraordinary  phenomenon, 
that  exceeds  the  expectations  of  thofe  who  behold  it : 
fuch  was  bringing  water  from  the  rock,  by  Mofes  ; 
and  the  railing  of  the  dead,  by  Jefus  Chrift.  The 
words  are  often  promifcuoufly  ufed ;  and  when  join- 
ed, as  in  this  verfe,  the.  latter  feems  intended  to  ex* 
plain  and  illuftrate  the  former ;  and  both  are  defigned 
to  foretel,  that  the  Meffiah,  and  his  followers,  were 
to  be  exceedingly  remarkable  on  account  of  fome  pe-> 
culiar,  furprifing  circumftances  with  which  they  were 

to  be  attended. Jefus  Chrift  is  indeed  altogether 

a  mod  lingular  and  wonderful  Perfon,  in  whom  is 
united  not  a  corruptible  and  immortal  nature,  as  in, 
mankind,  but  the  divine  and  human  nature,  which 
gives  him  infinitely  the  pre-eminence  of  all  the  fons 
of  men.  The  circumftances  which  accompanied  his 
*  nativity,  the  vifible  defcent  of  the  Holy  Ghoft  upon 
him  at  baptifm,  the  public  teftimonies  he  received 
from  heaven  to  his  divine  million  and  authority,  the 
miraculous  works  that  he  performed,  the  fublimity 
and  efficacy  of  his  do&rine,  the  complicated,  unparal- 
leled fuiferings  he  fuftained,  the  ignominious  and  ac- 
curfed  death  by  which  he  made  atonement  for  our 
fins,  his  triumphant  refurre&ion  from  the  dead,  and 
glorious  afcenfion  into  heaven,  with  their  aftonifhing 
effe&s,  exhibit  to  view  the  moft  ftupendous  wonders 
that  ever  were  contemplated.  You  cannot  be  fur- 
prifed  that  thofe  tf ho  beheld  thefe  marvellous  things 
were  obliged  to  exclaim*— Who  is  this  ?— Surely  thu 
was  the  fori  of  God. — It  was  never  fo  feen  in  Ifrael. 

With  the  Meffiah  are  here  joined  his  children,  who, 
like  him,  are  alio  for  figns  and  wonders.  Though, 
in  thcmfelves,  plain,  illiterate  men,  remarkable  neither 
for  natural  or  acquired  endowments*  neither  for  high 

rank  or  diftinguifhed  reputation,  they  were  pitched 

upon 
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upon  by  their  great  Lord,  to  be  his  adopted,  renewed 
children :  they  were  inverted  in  the  moil  honourable 
character,  elevated  to  the  moft  eminent  ftation,  pof« 
fefled  of  the  moil  excellent  fpirit,  furnifhed  with  the 
moil  noble  powers,  enabled  to  perform  the  moft 
wonderful  works,  and  to  execute  the  greateft  defigns. 
Notwithftanding,  they  were  made  a  fpe&acle  unto 
the  world :  they  were  made  a  gazing  flock,  by  re* 
preaches  and  affii&ions:  they  were  treated  in  the 
moft  contemptible  manner,  as  the  filth  and  offscour* 
itag  of  all  things :  they  were  defpifed,  and  efteemed 
fools,  for  Chriit's  fake.  They  were  thought  to  be 
prodigies  of  wretchedneis,  and  figns  that  were  every 
where  fpoken  againfl.  The  people  of  Lfrael,  unable 
to  refiil  the  wifdom  by  which  they  fpake,  and  the 
power  by  which  they  performed  the  moil  aftoniflung 
miracles,  were  all  amazed  and  marvelled  :  they  were 
filled  with  wonder,  and  took  knowledge  of  them 
that  they  had  been  with  Jefus.  Such  was  the  opinion 
formed  of  the  firft  difciples  of  the  Meffiah,  with  which 
correfpond  the  fentiments  entertained  concerning  their 
followers,  in  fucceeding  ages,  by  thole  among  whom 
they  have  lived.  Though  the  excellent  ones  of  the 
earth,  diftinguiihed  by  being  blamelefs  and  harrnlefs 
as  the  fons  of  God,  yet,  by  a  crooked  and  perverfe 
generation,  they  have  been  charged  with  the  moft 
odious  principles  and  pra&ices  :  they  have  been  mif« 
represented  as  dangerous  perfons,  and  treated  as  the 
vilefl  mifcreants ;  and  thus  have  been  exhibited  as 
figns  and  wonders.  And  at  the  final  judgment,  when 
they  (hall  appear  with  their  Lord  in  the  higheft  honour 
and  glory,  they  fhall  be  viewed  as*  figns  and  wonders 
of  the  Redeemer's  power  and  grace.-*-*— -  All  that  ap- 
pears  marvellous  in  Jefus  Chriil,  and  his  fpiritual 
children,  we  are  here  taught  to  confider  as  proceed- 
ing 

From  the  Lord  ofhofts^  who  dwelieth  in  mount  Zion. 
The  defcription  given  in  thefe  words  of  Jehovah,  is 
Jhort  apd  fublime:  the  Lprd  of  holts,  who  doth 

whaffoever 
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whatfoever  pleafeth  him  in  the  armies  of  heaven,  and 
among  the  inhabitants  of  the  earth,  Vhofe  peculiar 
refidence  is  in  mount  Zion.  :  Under  the  former  dif- 
penfation,  God  is  faid  to  have  dwelt  in  the  literal 
Zion,  which  was  therefore  called  his  Holy  hill ;  and 
in  the  earthly  Jerufalem,  honoured  with  the  name  of 
the  City  of  the  Lord.     That  highly  favoured  moun- 
tain was  Remarkable  for  its  beautiful  fituation :  it  was 
the  delight  of  the  nations,,  the  joy  of  the  whole  earth : 
on  its  fummit  was  built  the  temple  of  the  Lord^  in 
which  were  the  ark  and  glory  of  the  Lord,  and  where 
the  difplays  of  his  gracious  prefence  were  enjoyed  by 
his  people.  In  thefe  and  other  refpe&s,  it  afforded  an 
inftiuftive  type  of  the  Zion, that  is  above,  which, 
in  a  fpecial  manner,  "is  the  habitation  of  the  Lord, 
wherein  he  richly  manifefts  his  prefence  and'  glo- 
ry. >       AH  things  are  of  God,  from  whom  originated 
the  plan,  and  from  whom  proceeded  the  preai£tiont 
of  what  we  are  here  called  to  contemplate.     From 
his  wife  counfel  and  determined  purpofe,  from  hit 
fovereign  will  and  good  pleafure,  from  his  faithful 
yord  and  promife,  from  his  divine  power  and  ef- 
fectual operaiion,  proceed  the  interefling  fcene  pre- 
fented  tQ  view  in  this  verfe,  which  I  have  illuftrated 
at  considerable  length.    If  you  have  received  fpiritual 
advantage  from  the  confideration  of  this  paffage,  corre- 
fponding  to  the  attention  that  you  have  now  given  met 
neither  my  labour,  nor  your  attendance,  fliall  be  in 
vain,   m     "This  fubjeft  reminds  you  who  are  the  dif- 
ciples  of  Jefus  Chrift,  that  you  mud  lay  your  account 
with  being  confidered  as  wonders  and  prodigies,  even 
among  thofe  who  profefs  to  be  the  people  of  God. 
It  is  enough  that  the  difciple  be  as  his  mailer,  and  the 
fervant  as  his  Lord.     As  Jefus  Chrift  was,  fo  ought 
you  to  be  in  the  world,  glorying  in  your  conformity 
to  him  in  his  fufferings,  as  your  diftinguifhed  honour 
and   felicity.     Viewing  your    refemblance  To   your 
gracious     Kedeemer,    as   proceeding   fironi   the    di- 
vine love  and  appointment,  you  may  rejoice  in  the 

bleffed 
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Weffed  profpeft  of  being  acknowledged  by  him,  ia 
the  prefence  of  an  aflembled  world,  as  the  children 
whom  God  hath  given  him.  Let  every  one  that 
hath  this  hope  in  him  purify  himfelf,  even  as  he 
is  pure,  knowing  that  when  he  (hall  appear,  we  fhall 
be  like  him,  for  we  fhall  fee  him  as  he  is  #* 

19  1T  And  when  they  fhall  fay  unto*  you. 
Seek  unto  them  that  have  familiar  fpirits,  and 
unto  wizards  that  peep,  and  that  mutter :  fhould 
not  a  people  feek  unto  their  pod  ?  for  the  liv- 
ing, to  the  dead  ?     . 

This  and  the  following  verfe,  contains  an  exhorta- 
tion deduced  from  the  foregoing  prediction,  addreffed 
to  the  Jews,  and  all  thofe  who  might  be  in  fimiiar 
circumftances  with  them,  in  which  they  are  admo- 
hifhed,  as  they  would  efcape  the  juft  judgments  of 
Heaven,  to  receive  the  inftruftions  of  their  divine 
Teacher,  and  not  to  regard  the  divination  and  profane 
rites  of  the  nations  around  them. — '• — The  perfons 
againft  whom  the  caution  is  given,  are  thofe  who 
have  familiar  fpirits;  who  were  intimately  acquainted 
with  fome  demon  or  evil  fpirit,  with  whom  they  pre- 
tended frequently  to  converfe,  and  to  hold  clofe  cor- 
refpondence :  wizards,  forcerers,  or  enchanters,  who 
perform  magical  tricks,  and  ufe  witchcraft,  by  the 
afliftanee  of   the  powers   of  darknefs.      They  are 
farther  defcribed,    by   their   peeping   and    mutter- 
ing, becaufe  they  commonly  delivered   anfwers  to 
thofe  who  confulted  them,  with  a  fhrill,  fqueaking 
Voice,  or  with  a  low,  hoarfe  tone,  which  for  certain 
purpofes  they  aflumed.     Shewing  refpeS  to  thefe 
people,  and  afking  their  advice,  was  exprefsly  prohi- 
bited in  the  law  of  the  Lord ;  where  it  is  thus  writ- 
ten :  (  Regard  not  them  that  have  familiar  fpirits, 
*  neither  feek  after  wizards,  to  be  defiled  by  them : 

•  z  John  112.  2,  3. 

Mam 
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*  I  am  the  Lord  V  And  to  deter  all  from  this  for- 
bidden pra&ice,  this  awful  threatening  is  fubjoined  : 
c  The  foul  .that  turnejh  after  fuch  as  have  familiar  fpi~ 
4  rits,  and  after  wizards,  to  go  a-whoring  after  them,  I, 

*  will  even  fet  my  face  againft  that  foal,  and  will  cut 
c  him  off  from  among  his  people  J.'  Notwithftanding 
this  ftrid  charge,  and  denunciation  of  divine  judg- 
ments, there  were  not  a  few.  in  lfrael  and  Judah,  who 
ftot  only  difcovered  a  ftrotig  prop^nfity  to  depart 
from  the  law  and  teftimony  of  God,  into  the  mofl 
abominable  fuperftition,  but,  by  their  example  and 
influence,  folicited  others  to  join  them  in  thefe  wic- 
ked pra&ices.  A  remarkable  inftance  of  this  occurs 
in  the  hiftpry  of  Saul,  the  fon  of  KHh ;  who.difguifed 
himfelf,  and  went  by  night  to  a  woman  that  had  a 
familiar  fpirit  at  Endor ;  and  faid,  '  I  pray  thee  di- 

*  vine  unto  me  by  the  familiar  fpirit,  and  bring  me 
*:  up  whom  L  (hall  name  unto  thee  }.'  To  this  foolifh 
fuperftition  many  among  the  Jews  were  much  ad- 
dicted, in  the  reign  of  Manaffeh  ;  concerning  whom 
it  is  recorded,  that '  he  made  his  fon  to  pafs  through 
'  the  fire,  and  obferved  times,  and  ufed  enchant- 
c  ments,  and  dealt  with  familiar  fpirits,  and  wizards  ||/ 
In  the  days  of  good  king  Jofiah,  all  thefe  abomina- 
tions which  were  obferved  in  the  land  of  Judah,  and  in 
Jerufalem,  that  prince  did  put  away,  that  he  might 
perform  the  words  of  the  law  §.  After  all  the  care 
and  pains  that  had  been  employed  to  extirpate  this 
deteftable  pra&ice,  (till  it  was  revived ;  of  which  a 
new  proof  occurs  in  the  A£ts  of  the  Apoilles,  where 
we  read  of  a  certain  damfel,  poffeffed  with  a  fpirit  of 
divination,  who  brought  her  matters  much  gain  by 
foothfaying  %•— — The  inhabitants  of  this  country* 
in  former  times,  are  well  known  to  have  been  greatly 
addi£ted  to  this  foolifh  fuperftition ;  and  frequently 
to  have  confulted  with  thofe  who  were  fuppofed  to 

#  Lev.  xix,  31.  f  Lev.  xx.  6.  J  .1  Sam.  xxviii.  8. 

j|  2  Kings  xxL  6.         §2  Kings  xxtii.  24.  f  A&s  xvi.  16. 

have 
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hive  familiar  fpiritt,  <!atted  Fortune-tellers,  in  order 
to  acquire  the  knowledge  of  fecret,  future  events,  by 
invoking  Tome  demon  $  or  ghoftd  of  dead  men,  or  by 
ufing  fome-kind  of  Conjuration.  When  at  any  time 
the'difeiples  of  Jefus  are  folicited  or  enticed  to  aik 
counfel  or  advice  of  Fuch  as  ufe  enchantments*  and 
pretend  to  be  endowed  with  fupernatur&l  power  and 
knowledge,*  they  ought  with  fiririiiefr  to  rejeft  the 
temptation,',  and  carefully  avoid  all  fuch  criminal 
conduft.    * 

Should  not  a  people  feek  unto*  their  God?  fir  the  liv 
pig,  to  tbtdiadi  T6fefek  unto  God,  includes  a  heart* 
felt  ebhvi&ori  that  we  have  loft  his  favour,  image,  and 
k  leHotvfhip,  with  all -right  to  the  evertafting  enjoyment 
6(  Ihs  pretence1  and  glory  :*—a  [firm  periuafion  that, 
through  the  tender  mercies  of  the  Mod  High,  meant 
ire  devifed,  and  a  way  appointed,  thr&ugfr  the  inter- 
vention of  Immartuely  by  which  we  may  recover  the 
unfpeakaWe  lofs  we  have  fuftained  :- — a  deep  fenfe  ol 
bur  infinite  need  of  being  reftored  to  the  divine  love, 
refembknce,  communion,  and  enjoyment,  and  the 
poffeffion  of  every  other  ^bleflmg  conne&ed  with  thefe 
ineftimable  prerogatives  5— and  a  high  efteem  of  God'* 
fispreme  excellence,  and  adorable  condefcenfion,  ex- 
preflfed  in  Ardent  defire&  of  participating  in  all  the 
bleffings  of  his  iakation,  accompanied  with  the 
diligent  uie  of  the  means  instituted  for  our  aiSftance, 
m  thus  feeking  the  Lord.  In  this  manner  a  people 
fiiould  feek  unto  God,  whofe  contaminate  goodnefs 
can  relieve  all  their  neceffities,  whofe  irrefiftible  power 
can-  be  their  fure  defence  from  all  evil,  and  whofe 
companions  are  fo  great  that  he  will  not  fuffer  them 
to  lack  any  godd  thing.  And  they  ought  to  feek 
him  as  their  God,  who  hath  affumed  them  to  be  his 
people;  whom  they  have  chofen  to  be  their  God, 
on  whom  they  depend  for  prote&ion,  direction,  and 
affiftance,  and  to  whofe  honour  and  fervice  they  are 
entirely  devoted.     Say,  then,  is  not  this  employment 

highly 
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highly  becoming  ?  and  is  not  every  pra£Uce  inconftft- 
ent  with  it  abfurd  and  criminal  ? 

For  the  livings  to  the  dead.  The  expreflion  is  in- 
complete/ and  Teems  to  require  to  be  filled  up  in  this 
manner :  Why  would  ye  inquire  concerning  the  liv- 
ing at  the  dead  ?  By  whom  may  be  meant  the  depart- 
ed fpirits  of  thofe  illuftrious  heroes,  who  were  fup- 
pofed,  after  death*  to  be  allied  to  the  gods,  to  be  well 
acquainted  with  human  affairs,  and  the  trania&ions  of 
prefent  and  future  times.  In  this  fenfe  the  dead  are 
fometimes  mentioned  in  the  books  of  Mofes,  as  in 
the  following  remarkable  ftatute ;  '  There  fhall  not 

*  be  found  among  you  one  that  ufeth  divination,  or 

*  an  ohferver  of  times,  or  an  inchanter,  or  a  witch, 

*  or  a  charmer,  or  a  confulter  with  familiar  fpirits, 
€  or  a  necromancer  V  And  in  the  folemn  confeffion 
that  was  made  by  the  children  of  Ifrael,  over  the  firfU 
fruits  and  tithes  that  they  prefented  before  the  Lord, 
the  perfon  who  brought  them  was  appointed  to  ac* 
knowledge:  'I  have  not  eaten  thereof  in  my  mourn- 

*  ing,  neither  have  I  taken  thereof  for  any  unclean 

*  ufe,  nor  given  thereof  for  the  deadf.'  Notwith- 
ftanding  thefe  neceffary  precautions  to  preferve  the 
Ifraelites  from  this  abfurd  practice,  it  is  acknowledged, 
that  '  they  did  eat  the  facrifices  of  the  dead  J/  No- 
thing can  be  more  foolifh  and  inconfiftent  in  a  people, 
who  ought  to  feek  unto  their  God  in  all  their  per- 
plexities and  di£re{fes,  than  to  forfake  him,  and  in- 
quire concerning  their  prefent  circumftances,  or  fu- 
ture fortunes,  at  the  dead,  who  have  gone  from  this 
world,  and  are  unable  to  give  either  counfel  or  de- 
liverance ;— to  prefer  the  fpeculations  and  traditions 
of  thofe  who  are  dead  in  trefpafies  and  fins,  to 
the  word  and  counfels  of  the  living  God,  as  did  the 
Pharifees.— -Abhorring  fuch  wicked  practices,  do 
you  feek  unto  your  God,  with  importunity  and  dili- 
gence, for  dire&ion,  affiflance,  and  every  blefling  that 

*  Deut.  xviii,  10,  n.       f  J>ut.  xxvi.  14.       J  Pfal  cvi.  28. 

3  P  you 
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you  need,  animated  by  the  comfortable  aflurance, 
that  if  you  truly  feek  the  Lord,  you  fhall  not  lack  any 
good  thing :  you  fhall  not  want  fuitable  provifion, 
continual  protection,  feafonable  deliverance,  divine 
conduft,  and  neceffary  fupport* 

20  To  the  law  and  to  the  teftimony :  if  they 
fpeak  not  according  to  this  word,  //  is  becaufe 
there  is  ho  light  in  them. 

Thefe  words  point  to  an  unerring  ftandard,  by 
which  all  pretentions  to  truth  and  holinefs  ought  to 
be  carefully  examined.— By  the  law,  is  here  meant 
the  perfeft  law  of  God,  ftamped  with  the  fupreme 
authority  of  the  one  great  Lawgiver,  who  is  able  to 
fave  and  to  deftroy,  containing  a  full  and  explicit  de- 
claration of  his  bleffed  will,  which  is  the  infallible 
rule  to  which  the  temper  and  condud  of  men  ought 
to  be  conformed.     By  this  law  is  the  knowledge  of 
fin :  it  difcovers  every  counterfeit  grace,  every  devia- ' 
tion  from  duty,  and  that  pretended  holinefs  by  which 
the  many  are  apt  to  be  deluded.     It  teacheth  what 
the  Lord  God  requireth,  and  points  out  that  ac- 
ceptable obedience,  which  lies  at  an  equal  diftance 
from  fuperftition  on  the  one  hand,  and  formality  on 
the  other. By  the  teftimony,  is  intended  the  doc- 
trines and  promifes  that  God  hath  revealed  in  his 
blefled  word,  wherein  he  hath  -declared  in  what  man- 
ner the  tranfgreffors  of  his  law  may  obtain  the  par- 
don of  fin,  the  fan&ification  of  their  perfons,  and  eter- 
nal life.     He  hath  not  left  thofe  to  whom  he  hath 
committed  his  lively  oracles  at  uncertainty,  with  re- 
fpect  to  thefe  important  fubje&s ;  but  hath  clearly 
made  known  the  wav  cf  falvation,  and  marked  out 
the  path  of  life.     If  the  teftimony  of  men,  who  are 
fallible,   is  credited;    if  by  two  or  three  witnefTes 
every  thing  is*  eftablifhed  ;  then,  certainly,  the  tefti- 
mony of  God,  who  is  infinitely  greater  than  man, 
which  comes  attefted  by  witnefles  in  heaven   and 

earth, 


/ 
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earth,  ought  to  be  firmly  believed,  and  faithfully  im- 
proved, To  this  law  and  teftimony  the  people  of 
God  mud  have  continual  recourfe ;  and,  by  this  per- 
feft  ftandard,  examine  every  doctrine,  principle,  and 
praftice.  Every  other  teft  befide  this  is  infufficient. 
If  we  have  recourfe  to  the  laws  of  men,  they  are  fluc- 
tuating and  variable ;  they  reach  not  to  the  heart ; 
they  cannot  convert  the  foul,  or  form  the  temper  and 
fentiments  of  which  we  ought  to  be  pofleffed.  If  we 
are .  influenced  and  guided  by  cuftom  and  example, 
we  fhall  enter  into  the  broad  way  that  leadeth  to  de- 
{truftion,  and  follow  a  multitude  to  do  evil.  If  we 
eftimate  objefts,  and  purfue  them,  according  to  the 
diftates  of  our  own  corrupt  minds,  we  will  aft  moft 
inconfiftently  ;  we  will  join  the  ungodly,  who  fpeak 
againft  the  truth,  and  walk  after  their  own  lufts.  If 
we  expeft  any  extraordinary,  new  revelation,  or  aft 
under  the  influence  of  impreffions  that  are  not  agree- 
able to  fcripture,  we  may  become  vifionaries  and  en- 
thufiafts  of  the  worft  kind.  To  the  law  and  to  the 
teftimony  of  the  Lord,  which  is  fure,  making  wife  the 
fimple ;  to  the  ftatutes  of  the  Lord,  which  are  right, 
rejoicing  the  heart;  to  the  commandment  of  the 
Lord,  which  is  pure,  enlightening  the  eyes  #  : — there 
you  will  find  a  perfeft  rule  of  conduft  in  every  con- 
dition, a  fovereign  antidote  to  preferve  you  from  fin* 
and  a  reviving  cordial  to  fupport  you  under  afiiiftion. 
If  they  fpeak  not,  according  to  this  word^  it  is  be- 
cause there  is  no  light  in  them.  The  opinions  of  all, 
efpecially  the  pretenfions  of  thofe  who  aflume  any  ex- 
traordinary charafter,  and  publilh  uncommon  doc- 
trines, ought  to  be  carefully  examined  by  the  word 
of  God ;  and  if  found  inconfiftent  with  divine  truth, 
they  are  to  be  rejefted  as  hurtful  and  dangerous. 
Thofe  who  receive  for  truth  what  they  never  examin- 
ed by  the  fcriptures,  cannot  have  a  proper  conviction 
of  its  certainty  and  importance,  and  therefore  cannot 
rely  upon  it  wirh  fafcty  and  confidence.     The  mod 

*   Pid.  x:x.  7,  8. 

that 
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that  can  be  faid  of  religious  fentiments  received  upon 
truft,  depending  upon  the  authority  of  thofe  by  whom 
they  were  conveyed,  is  what  the  man  faid  of  old  of 
the  bead  of  the  axe,  when  it  fell  into  the  water : 
*  Alas?  tnafter,  it  was  borrowed.'  There  is  equal 
danger  of  reje&ing,  and  of  acknowledging  for  truth, 
what  we  have  not  impartially  examined  and  compar- 
ed with  the  word  of  God* If  men,  whdfoever  they 

be,  fpeak  not  according  to  this  rule,  it  is  becaufe  there 
is  no  light  in  them.  This  lad  claufe  is  differently 
rendered  by  the  Bifliop  of  London,  in  fails  new  trant 
lation,  which  runs  thus ;  "  If  they  will  not  fpeak  ac- 
cording to  this  word,  in  which  there  is  no  obfcu- 
rity."  According  to  this  interpretation,  the  words 
exprefs  the  fuperior  excellence  of  the  law  and  tefti- 
mony  of  God  beyond  every  other  difcovery  of  the 
mind  of  the  Lord  that  men  can  enjoy.  The  know- 
ledge  they  convey  is  clear  and  perfpicuous,  and  far 
tranfcends  that  which  is  communicated  by  thofe  who 
have  claimed  connexion  with  familiar  fpirits.  I  fliall 
not  endeavour  farther  to  elucidate  this  obfcure  paflage, 
nor  pretend  to  determine  which  of  the  two  tranfla* 
tions  ought  to  be  preferred.— — That  ye  may  ftand 
perfect  and  complete  in  all  the  will  of  God,  fearch 
the  fcriptures,  after  the  laudable  example  of  the  Be* 
reans,  to  fee  if  thofe  things  which  we  teach,  and  which 
you  hear,  are  founded  upon  them.  '  Prove  all  things* 
'  and  hold  faft  that  which  is  good  V 

21  And  they  fhall  pafa  through  it,  hardly 
beftead  and  hungry ;  and  it  (hall  corrxe  to  pafs, 
that  yrhen  they  fiiall  be  hungry,  they  lhall  fret 
themfelves,  and  curfe  their  king,  and  their  God, 
and  look  upward. 

In  this  and  the  following  verfe,  awfol  threatenings 
are  denounced  againil  thofe  who  rejeft  the  law  and 

•  1  Thcff.  v,  2i. 

testimony 
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teftimony  of-God.-*-— OThey  who  are  guilty  of  thi4 
atrocious  crime,  {hall  pnfs  through  it ;  namely*  through 
the  earth,  mentioned  in  the  next/verfe,  wandering 
to  and  fro,  in  a  ftate  of  uneafmefc  and  uncertainty.—*. 
Hardh  bcjiead;  embarraffed  with  difficulties,  oppreffi- 
ed  with  anxieties,  diftrcfled  with  bitter  refie&ioni 
and  defponding  thoughts,  not  knowing  what  to  do> 
or  whither  to  go»— — Hungry  ;  deftitute  not  only  of 
neceflary  proviiion  for  their  perfonal  fupport,  but  ojf 
the  word  of  the  Lord,  which  is  the  food  and  nourifti* 
ment  of  the  foul,  experiencing  the  accomplifliflient 
of  the  terrible  calamity  predicted  by  the  prophet 
Amos :  '  Behold,   the  days  come,  faith  the  Lord 

*  God,  that  I  will  fend  a  famine  in  the  land,  not  a 

*  famine  of  bread,  nor  a  thirft  for  water,  but  of 
'  hearing  the  words  of  the  Lord,  And  they  {hall 
'  wander  from  fea  to  fea,  and  from  the  north  6Ven 
c  to  the  eaft,  they  (hall  run  to  and  fro  to  feek  the 
'  word  of  the  Lord,  and  (hall  not  find  it  V  In  this 
deplorable  condition— -±ft  *Jhatl  com  to  ptifs,  that 
when  they  Jhull  be  bungty  deftitute  of  neceflfary  pro* 
vifion  for  their  fubfiftence,  opprefled  with  poverty 
and  want,  and  deprived  of  that  fpiritual  food  which 
is  more  to  be  deflred  than  daily  bread,  their  foul 
(hall  be  ready  to  faint  within  them.  In  this  forlorn 
ftate  tTbey  jhall  fret  tbemfehes  ;  murmuring  and 
repining  at  the  dilpenfations  of  divine  providence, 
and  their  own  extreme  poverty  and  mifefy.-  Full  of 
impatience  under  the  evils  that  they  feel  and  fear, 
they  (hall  be  as  much,  or  more  dtftrelfed  with  their 
own  peevifhnefs,  and  other  bad  difpofitidttfr,  as  with 
the  hunger  and  want  to  which  they  were  td-Ue  ex- 
posed. Though  hunger  and  poverty  is  indeed  a 
great  calamity,  yet  fretfulnefe  6f  fpirit  isaftill  greater 
one ;  and  when  both  ate  united,  it  is  evident,  that 
the  mind  is  as  empty  of  fpiritual  good  as  the  body  is 
pf  necefrary  proviiion.     It  is  added — -^And  curji 

*  AnftaiTiii.-ii,  iZi  *.•*■ 

tbeir 
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their  king,  and  their  God>  and  leak  upward*  There 
is  little  doubt  but  that  Immanuel,  who  is  the  King 
and  God  of  Ifrael,  is  the  perjbn  here  intended.  Him 
they  were  taught  to  confider  as  the  objeft  of  their 
wot  {hip,  and  to  him  they  were  directed  t*  look  for 
affiftance  in  all  their  (traits  and  difficulties.  At  the 
time,  however,  to  which  this  prophecy  refers,  that 
people,  perceiving  the  terrible  effe&s  of  the  divine 
difpleafure  which  they  had  incurred,  were  enraged,, 
and  filled  with  defpair :  they  blafphemed  their  God 
after  the  manner  of  the  Heathen,  who  curfed  their 
gods  when  they  did  not  pleafe  them.  Three  things 
are  commonly  united  in  curling  a  perfon:  a  bad 
opinion  of  his  character  and  conduct — an  inveterate 
enmity  againft  him— together  with  an  earned,  defire 
that  the  greateit  evils  may  befall  him.  To  curfe  God, 
then,  is  to  entertain  wicked,  blafphemous  thoughts 
of  him  in  the  heart.;  to  exprefs  hatred  of  him,  by 
reproaching  his  goodnefs,  by  arraigning  his  provi- 
dence, and  quarrelling  with  his  worihip  $  and  to  ac- 
company thefe  things  with  blafphemous  imprecations. 
This  daring  infult  was  offered  to  the  God  of  heaven, 
by  the  men  who  gnawed  their  tongues  with,  pain,  and 
repented  not  of  their  deeds,  concerning  whom  we 
read,  Rev*  zvi.  9,  10,  u.  This  indeed  is  an  effe£t 
frequently  produced  by  the  calamities  infii&ed  upon 
wicked  men,  and  forms  a  peculiar  feature  in  their 
chara&er,  by  which  they  are  diftinguifhed  from  thofe 
who  are  humble  and  fubmiflive  in  their  affli&ion,  and 
blefs  the  Lord.— And  look  upward  ;  not  to  exprefs 
their  acquiescence  in  the  divine  appointment*  or  their 
dependence  upon  God,  to,  whom  the  eyes  of  all  ought 
to  be  dire&ed,  for  the  feafonable  fupply  of  their  wants. 
Wicked  men,  when  hungty  and  deftitute,  cannot 
with  confidence  thus  look  up  to  God,  and  exprefs 
theijr  continual  dependence  upon  him.  By  this  po~ 
fture,  they  difcoyer  their  diffatisfadion  with  what  they 
fee,  and  with  what  befalls  them  here  below ;  and,  in 
this  manner,  fhew  their  pride,  their  infolence,  and 

outrageous 
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outrageous  contempt  of  that  glorious  Period,  whdnt 
they  prefume  to  execrate.— 1— *  Apprized  of  the  enor* 
mous  wickednefs  of  fuch  condu&,  and  the  imminent 
danger  to  which  it  expofes,  let  us  fhun  every  appear-* 
ance  of  this  evil ;.  and  cultivate  a  becoming  reverence 
for  that  God,'  who  is  our  rightful  Sovereign,  and  for 
whom  we  ought  to  entertain  the  fyigheft  veneration 
and  efteem. 

22  And  they  {hall  look  unto  the  earth:  and 
behold,  trouble  and  darknefs,  dimpefs  of  aa- 
guifh ;  and  they  Jhall  be  driven  to  darknefs. . 

Farther  defcfiptjon  is  here  given  of  the  divinejudg- 
ments  mentioned  in  the  preceding  verfe.— rThofc 
who  were  to  experience  the  calamities  above  foretold, 
ftiall  look  unto  the  earth,  /'.  e.  to  its  inhabitants,  for 
that  relief  and  deliverance  which  they  wifhed  for!  ia 
vain,  and  which  God,  in  righteoufnefs,  refufed  to 
grant.  Surrounded  on  all  quarters  by  their  enemies, 
and  preffed  beyond  meafure  by  complicated  miferies> 
they  looked  around  them,  to  fee  from  whence  they, 
might  obtain  ailiftance.     But,  alas  !  the  profped  was 

exceeding  dark  and  dreadful. And  behold  trouble^ 

and  darknefs.  They  were  not  only  diftrefled  by  the 
fretfulnefs,  the  frowardnefs  of  their  difpofitions,  and! 
the  uneafmefs  arifing  from  their  angry  paflions,  which 
greatly  increafed  their  troubles ;  but,  looking  around 
them,  affli&ions  of  every  kind  prefented  themfelves 
to  view.  Public  calamities  were  every  where  vifible  :- 
the  ilate  was  overturned,  the  church  was  demolifhed,. 
families  were  involved  in  ruin,  and  innumerable  in- 
dividuals were  fubje&ed  to  the  greateft  miferies ;  ia 
fo  much  that,  like  the  apoftle  Paul,  *  they  were  often, 
*  in  perils  of  waters,  in  perils  of  robbers,  in  perils  by 
c  their  own  countrymen,  in  perils  by  the  Heathen,# 
c  in  perils  in  the  city,  in  perils  in  the  wildernefs,  in 
€  perils  in  the  fea,  in  perils  among  falfc  brethren  V 

*  2  Cor.  xi.  26. 

The 
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The  darknef*  mentioned*  is  not  to  be  underftood  ia 
a  literal  fenfe,  denoting  the  abfence  of  natural  light  j 
but  in  a  figurative  fenffe,  fignifying  a  diftrefled,  mi- 
ferable,  and  perplexed  condition,  tn  this  view 
the  word  V  often  ufed  in  the  prophetic  writings;  of 
which  you  will  find  an  inftance,  Joel  ii.  a.  where  a 
day  of  great  trouble  is  called  a  Day  of  darknefs. 
And  in  the  verfe  before  us,  it  denotes  the  grievous 
afflictions  whiclj  were  to  be  every  where  confpicuous 
at  the  time  referred  to.— — Dimnefs  of  angtdjh.  This 
efcpreflion  fetms  intended  to  amplify  and  increafe  the 
fignifkation  of  the  former,  and  to  intimate  the  extre- 
mity of  diftrefs  to  which  the  people  fpoken  of  were 
to  be  reduced,    in  confecjuetfce  of  their  fin    and 

folly. The  following  words  point  at  the  irrefiftible 

violence  with  which  they  fliould  be  forced  into  this 
deplorable  ftate :  ThevJhaH  be  driven  to  darknefs.  The 
word  denotes  a  violent  compulfory  aft*  fuch  as  can- 
not be  foccefsfully  oppofed,  but  fhall  certainly  accom- 
pli Jfr  the  end  for  which  it  is  defigned.  The  perfon 
and  inftruments,  by  whom  they  were  thus  forcibly  ex- 
pelted  into  darknefs,  not  being  mentioned,  we  fuppofe 
that  the  great  pifpofer  of  all  events  is  to  be  coofider- 
ed  as  the  chief  Agent ;  and  that  the  inftruments  he 
employed  for  this  purpofe,  were  alfo  included  in  this 
exprettion.— Thefe  predictions  received  a  partial  ful- 
filment in  the  reign  of  Hezekiah,  when  the  king  of 
Babylon  greatly  diftrefled  the  Jewifh  nation,  and 
threatened  them  with  deftruftion.  Their  completion, 
however,  was  referved  until  after  the  time  of  the 
great  Mefliah's  appearance*  whofe  Jaw  and  teftimony 
that  infatuated  people  having  rejected  and  defpifed, 
they  were  on  that  account  reduced  to  a  ftate  of  ex- 
treme mifery  an4  defpair,  in  which  they  committed  % 
the  moft  daring  atts  of  impiety  and  blafphemy,  in  - 
confequence  whereof  they  were  foon  overtaken  by 
thofe  terrible  calamities  which  human  power  could 
not  refift.  Expofed  to  many  powerful  enemies,  and 
innumerable  evils,  whereby  they  were  dreadfully  agi- 
tated* 
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tated,  they  were  widely  difperfed,  and  driven  into  all 
the  kingdoms  of  the  earth :  they  became  the  objects 
of  univerfal  hatred  and  contempt ;  and  to  this  day 
continue  in  the  darknefs  of  difgrace  and  mifery,  the 
living  monuments  of  the  divine  difpleafure. — ** 
c  Through  their  fall  falvation  is  come  unto  the  Gen- 

*  tiles,  for  to  provoke  them  to  jealoufy.     Now,  if 

*  their  fall  be  the  riches  of  the  world,  and  the  dimi- 
€  nifliing  of  them  the  riches  of  the  Gentiles,  how 
€  much  more  their  fulnefs  ?  For  I  fpeak  to  you  Gen- 
4  tiles,  if  by  any  means  I  may  provoke  you  to  emu- 

*  Jation,  and  may  fave  fome  of  you  V 

#  See  Rom.  zi.  11.  ctfef* 
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PRELIMINARY  OBSERVATIONS. 

ANOTHER  inftancc  of  the  injudicious  divftion 
of  the  fcriptures  into  chapters  here  occurs. 
Cardinal  Hugo,  or  whofoever  performed  this  piece  of 
work,  might  have  eafily  feen,  that  the  firft  verfe,  or 
rather  the  firft  feven  verfes  of  this  chapter,  were  in- 
timately connected  with  the  fubjeQ:  treated  in  the  Iaft 
chapter.  I  therefore  obferved,  when  entering  upon 
the  confideration  of  the  feventh  chapter,  that  the  fe- 
cond  feftion  of  the  laft  part  of  this  prophetical  dif- 
courfe  extended  to  the  feventh  verfe  of  this  chapter. 
In  thefe  verfes  more  events  are  foretold,  which  were 
to  precede  the  Meffiah's  appearance  among  the  Jews, 
as  the  Prince  of  peace,  and  the  great  Inftruftor  of  his 
difciples,  with  forne  of  the  furprifihg  figns,  and  happy 
eflfe&s,  that  were  to  follow  his  manifeftation.  After 
which,  the  prophet1  proceeds,  in  the  third  fe&ion 
of  this  difcourfe,  warmly  to  expoftulate  with  the 
Ephraimites,  who  had  joined  in  league  with  the  Sy- 
rians, to  moleft,  and,  if  poflible,  to  overthrow  the 
kingdom  of  Judah ;  and  to  (hew  the  equity  of  the 
divine  procedure,  in  punifhing  that  perfidious  people 
for  their  enormous  crimes.  This  fubjeft  is  continued 
from  the  7th  verfe  of  this  chapter  to  verfe  5th  of  chap- 
ter tenth.  It  is  diftributed  into  four  parts;  in  each  of 
which  the  fin  of  Ephraim  is  firft  mentioned,  and  then 
the  punHhment,  which  on  that  account  was  to  be  exe- 
cuted, is  denounced.    Their  pride  is  firft  threatened, 

ver.  8. — 1  a. Then  their  infenfibility,  ver.  13. — 

17.— —After  which,  their  profligacy  of  manners, 
ver.  iff. — 21.— The  fe&ion  concludes  with  their 
iniquity  and  injuftice,  Chap.  x«  1 . — 4. 
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CHAP.   IX. 

NEverthelefs,  the  dimncfs^*//  not  be  fuch 
as  was  in  her  vexation,  when  at  the 
iirft  he  lightly  afflided  the  land  of  Zebulun, 
and  the  land  of  Naphtali,  and  afterward  did 
more  grievoufly  affii&  her  by  the  way  of  the 
fea,  beyond  Jordan  in  Galilee  of  the  nations. 

The  prophet  forefels,  that  the  contemners  of  Im- 
manuel,  and  his  teltimony,  were  to  be  involved  in 
far  greater  calamities  than  thofe  which  befell  the 
people  of  the  Jews  in  either  the  firft  or  fecond  capti- 
vity, which  they  fuffered  on  account  of  their  tranfgref- 
fion  of  the  law.  At  the  fame  time  he  declares,  that, 
amidft  the  obfcurity  and  darknefs  he  had  predided, 
the  light  of  divine  grace  and  confolation  was  to  arife, 

which  fhould  illuminate  the  nations. /The  firft 

vexation,  and  light  affli&ion,  referred  to  in  this  verfe, 
arofe  from  the  captivity  into  which  Benhadad,  king 
of  Syria,  led  many  of  the  Ifraelites,  when  he  fmote 
Ijon,  and  Dan  and  Abel-beth-maachah,  and  all  Cin- 
neroth,  and  all  the  land  of  Naphtali,  of  which  we 
read,  i  Kings  xv.  20.  This  event  no  doubt  gave  rife 
to  confiderable  vexation  and  diftrefs,  though  it  tfas 
but  a  light  affliction  compared  with  another  and  fol- 
lowing captivity,  in  which  the  king  of  Aflyria  took 
Ijon,  Abel-beth-maachah,  Janoah,  Kedefh,  Hazar,  Gi- 
lead,  and  Galilee,  and  all  the  land  of  Naphtali,  and 
carried  them  away  to  Affyria,  as  it  is  written,  2  Kings 
xv.  29.  This  calamity  was  greatly  increafed  by  the 
captivity  of  the  Reubenites,  and  the  Gadites,  and  the 
half  tribe  of  Manafieh,  not  many  years  after,  when 
Tilgath-pilnefer  brought  them  into  Halah,  and  Ha- 
bor,  and  Hara,  and  to  the  river  Gozan,  mentioned 
1  Chron.  v.  26.  The  firft-mentioned  calamity  lightly 
affii&ed  the  land  of  Zebulun,  and  the  land  of  Naph- 
tali, 
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tali,  the  Inferior  Galilee,  whofe  poffeflions  lying  in 
the  remote  parts  of  the  kingdom  of  Ifrael,  and  in  the 
neighbourhood  of  Syria,  were  expofed  to  the  hoftile 
incurfions  of  that  nation.  The  latter  affliction  feized 
upon  thofe  who  dwelt  by  the  way  of  the  fea;  in 
thofe  places  that  were  fituated  upon  the  fea-coaft,  and 
upon  thofe  who  lived  beyond  Jordan,  in  the  country 
belonging  to  the  two  tribes  and  a  half,  in  Galilee  of 
the  Gentiles,  or  Galilee  Superior,  where  were  many 
Gentiles.  The  inhabitants  of  thefe  three  diftri&s 
were  affli&ed :  thofe  in  Lower  Galilee,  when  all 
Naphtali  was  taken ;  thofe  beyond  Jordan,  when  the 
Reubenites,  the  Gadites,  and  tile  half  tribe  of  Ma- 
naffeh  were  taken;  and  thofe  in  Upper  Galilee, 
when  Ijon*  Dan,  and  Abel-beth-maachah  were  taken 
.by  the  Affyrians.  Neither  the  former  of  thefe,  which 
was  the  more  light  affli&ion,  nor  the  latter,  which 
was  the  more  grievous  calamity,  did  equal  the  far 
more  dreadful  miferies  which  were  inflided  upon 
tl\e  Jews,  for  rejecting  the  Meffiah,  his  law  and  tefti- 
mony. 

Ne<Ufrlf>ele/s9  the  dimnefs  was  not  fueb  as  was  in 
their  former  vexations.  Dimnefs,  you  know,  which 
arifes  from  the  infirmities  of  advanced  age,  or  from 
aiflidion  3&d  grief,  confifts  in  weaknefs  of  fight,  and 
an  incapacity  of  dearly  difcerning  obje&s  according 
to  their  real  importance  and  magnitude.  In  certain 
periods  of  the  Jewifli  ft  ate,  not  very  diftant  from  the 
time  of  the  affli&ions  here  fpoken  of,  their  dimnefs, 
and  want  of  perception,  feem  to  have  been  very 
great,  as  is  evident  from  feveral  paflages  of  their  his- 
tory ;  and  particularly  from  the  words  of  Azariah, 
recorded  2  Chron.  xv.  3.  5,  6.  where  it  is  thus 
written  :  c  Now  for  a  long  feafon  lfrael  had  been 
■  without  the  true  God,   and. without  a  teaching 

*  prieft,  and  without  law. — Great  vexations  were  up- 

*  on  all  the  inhabitants  of  the  countries. — For  God 

*  did  vex  them  with  all  adverfity.'     This  obfcurity 
was  to  be  .greatly  diminiihed,  or  removed,  by  the 

'  true 
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true  light,  which  was  to  arife  and  fhine  upon  that 
people.  In  the  regions  of  Judea  did  the  light  of  the 
gofpel  fhine  forth,  after  the  appearance  of  the  Sun  of 
righteoufnefs,  with  healing'  under  his  wings ;  and 
therefore,  when  the  apoftle  Matthew  mentions  our 
blefled  Saviour's  going  to  refide  at  Capernaum,  which 
is  upon  the  fea-coaft,  in  the  borders  of  Zabulon  and 
Nephthalim,  he  immediately  adds,  c  that  it  might  be 
4  fulfilled  which  was  fpoken  by  Efaias  the  prophet,  fay- 

*  ing,  The  land  of  Zabulon,  and  the  land  of  Nephtha- 

•  lim,  by  the  way  of  the  fea  beyond  Jordan,  jGalilee  of 
4  the  Gentiles  :  the  people  which  fat  in  darknefs  faw 
€  great  light :  and  to  them  which  fat  in  the  region 
4  and  fhadow  of  death,  light  is  fprung  up  V  Thofe 
parts  of  the  land  of  lfrael  which  had  fuffered  much 
in  former  vexations,  being  honoured  with  the  pre- 
tence and  inftru&ions  of  the  Mefliah,  the  dimnels 
and  obfcurity  was  not  fuch,  at  the  time  to  which  thip 
prediction  refers,  as  it  was  in  times  of  lighter  afflic- 
tions.—Heace  we  learn,  that  when  gentle  correc- 
tions prove  inefFeSual  for  reforming  a  perfon  or 
people,  God,  who  is  righteous  in  all  his  ways, 
proceeds  to  inflift  fevere  judgments  ;  and  the  greater 
the  crimes  for  which  he  afflids,  the  greater  is  the 
punifhment  that  he  executes.  This  circumftance, 
which  is  worthy  6f  your  ferious  .attention,  oughf*  to 
reftrain  you  from  perfifting  in  fin,  and  continuing  in  • 
your  tranfgteffions. 

2  The  people  that  walked  in  darknefs,  have 
feen  a  great  light :  they  that  dwell  in  the  land 
of  the  fliadow  of  death,  upon  them  hath  the 
light  fhined. 

Thefe  words  reprefent  the  happy  change  which  was 
to  be  introduced,  by  the  promifed  Mefliah,  into  the 

land  of  Galilee,  at  the  time*  to  which  this  prophecy 

*  » 

*  Match,  it.  14,  15,  1 6. 

refers. 
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refers,  as  a  bleffed  prefage  of  its  extenfion  unto  all  the 
earth.— -Concerning  the  people  it  is  affirmed,  that 
they  walked  in  darknef9.  Darknefa  cannot  here  de- 
note the  abfence  of  natural  light,  and  muft  not  be 
underftood  in  the  literal,  but  in  the  figurative  fenfe* 
in  which  it  is*  often  ufed  in  fcripture,  to  fignify  a 
ftate  of  ignorance,  fin,  and  mifery.'  Until  the  great 
light,  here  intended,  is  feen,  people  remain  destitute 
I  of  fpiritual  knowledge,  and  a  proper  acquaintance 
with  the  truths  of  the  gofpel,  which  feem  to  them  en- 
veloped in  obfcurity.  Ignorance,  like  a  vail,  con- 
tinues upon  their  hearts,  until  the  light  of  the  glo- 
rious gofpel  of  Chrift,  who  is  the  image  of  God,  fhine 
into  their  minds.  In  this  uncomfortable  ftate,  they 
aft  under  the  influence  of  corrupt  principles,  empha- 
tically called  the  power  of  darknefs,  committing  thofe 
enormous  tranfgreflions  which  are  j u ft ly  denominated 
the  works  of  darknefs.  From  hence  arife  diftreffes 
and  miferies  of  various  kinds,  which  terminate  in  utter 
darknefs,  and  everlafting  wo,  unlefs  prevented  by  the 

illumination*  of  the  true  light. In  this  condition 

the  people  are  defcribed  as  walking,  which,  in  the 
word  of  God,  frequently  denotes  the  whole  courfe  of 
man's  life,  in  which  every  a£Hon  makes  a  ftep  to- 
ward that  everlafting  ftate  to  which  we  are  journey- 
ing. Walking  is  a  voluntary  motion,  the  confe- 
rence of  preceding  choice,  and  deliberate  refolution, 
very  different  from  that  which  proceeds  from  violence, 
when  one  is  drawn,  or  compelled  by  force.  This  cir- 
cumftance  affords  a  juft  reprefentation  of  thofe  who 
are  in  darknefs,  who,  as  the  wife  man  obferves,  leave 
the  path  of  righteoufnefs,  and  walk  in  the  way  of 
darknefs ;  who  rejoice  to  do  evil,  and  to  whom  the 
ways  of  fin  are  pleafant.  Walking  is  a  continued 
motion,  in  which  one  ftep  regularly  follows  another* 
until  the  ground  intended  is  gone  over.  In  this  re- 
fpett  alfo,  it  exhibits  a  juft  view  of  people  in  dark- 
nefs, who  cenfe  not  to  do  evil,  are  ever  repeating 
their  finful  a&ions,  and  renewing  their  tranfgreflions 

againit 
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againft  the  Almighty.  Once*  more,  walking  is  a  pro- 
greffive  motion,  by  which  a  traveller  ftill  goes  for- 
ward, until  he  arrives  at  the  end  of  his  journey.  In 
like  manner,  thofe  who  are  in  darknefs  proceed  as  it 
were  down-hill,  from  evil  to  worfe,  until,  if  divine 
mercy  interpofe  not,  they  are  irrecoverably  loft.—; — 
The  people  are  farther  defcribed  in  the  following 
words : 

They  that  dwell  in  the  land  of  the  Jhadow  of  death. 
Of  all  the  events  that  can  befall  mankind  in  this  pre- 
fent  world,  death  is  the  mod  awful  and  terrible.  It 
feparates  the  foul  from  the  body,  with  which  it  was 
intimately  conneded ;  and  deprives  it  of  all  the  ex- 
cellencies and  advantages  of  which  it  was  pofTefled. 
It  pulls  down  in  a  moment  the  curious  fabric  of  na* 
tare,  and  extinguifhes  life,  the  greateft  of  all  temporal 
blefftngs.  The  countenance  is  then  changed,  the 
ftrength  is  diffolved,  purpofes  perifh,  learning  and 
wifdom  come  to  nought,  and  every  natural  and  ac- 
quired accompliftiment  depart  for  ever.  There  is  no 
knowledge,  labour,  or  device  in  the  grave,  whither  we 
are  hading.  Death  puts  a  final  period  to  mens 
worldly  bufineftes,  connexions,  and  enjoyments,  and 
to  all  our  opportunities  of  improvement  and  fervice. 
It  diflodges  the  human  foul  from  its  former  beloved 
habitation ;  and  introduces  it  into  a  date  of  contam- 
inate happinefs  or  mifery,  of  which  the  perfon's  pre- 
fent  choice,  temper,  and  pra&ices,  hath  laid  the  foun- 
dation: this  gives  it  a  ftill  more  foleran  afpeft,  and 

more  awful  appearance. As  the  fhadow  gives  an 

exa£t  reprefentation  of  the  objeft  by  which  it  is  form- 
ed, by  the  fhadow  of  death,  may  be  meant  the  image 
of  death,  exhibiting,  in  dreadful  forms,  this  object  of 
difmay  and  terror.  To  dwell  in  the  land  of  this  fha- 
dow, denotes  that  fuch  was  the  deplorable  condition. 
of  its  inhabitants,  that  they  afforded  an  exad  refem- 
b  lance  of  death,  by  which  men  are  deprived  of  all 
that  is  efteemed  excellent  and  deferable  in  this  world* 
Or  the  expreflion  may  fignify,  that  they  were  fub- 

jefted 
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jefted  to  the  power  and  influence  of  death,  expofed 
to  anxious  fears  and  uneafy  diftra&ions  of  mind, 
therewith  people  are  feized  in  times  of  imminent 
danger,  when  they  know  not  how  foon  they  may  be- 
come a  prey  to  this  king  of  terrors.  Though  the 
land  here  fpoken  of,  was  exceedingly  fruitful  and 
pleafant,  yet,  on  account  of  the  miferable  condition 
of  its  inhabitants,  who  were  involved  in  fpiritual 
darknefs,  dead  in  trefpafles,  and  liable  to  death  of  the 
word  kind,  it  is  faid  to  be  the  region  or  fhadow  of 
death.  In  this  refpeft,  it  afforded  a  juft  reprefenta- 
tion  of  the  whole  earth,  which  is  become  fubjeft  to 
the  dominion  of  this  univerfal  conqueror,  and  in 
which  we  every  where  behold  the  images,  of  death.— 
The  people  of  this  defcription, 

Have  feen  a  great  light :  upon  them  hath  the  light 
Jhined.  The  light  here  intended,  is  not  that  which 
is  called  natural,  which  is  the  life,  the  beauty,  and 
glory  of  the  univerfe,  whilft  it  difcovers  the  immenfe 
variety  of  obje&s  wherewith  it  is  ftored,  manifefts. 
the  evils  and  dangers  to  which  we  are  expofed,  and 
enables  to  difcern  innumerable  circumftances  that, 
without  it,  mud  have  eluded  our  fagacity.  By  an 
eafy  figure,  the  term  light,  m  the  facred  oracles,  is 
employed  to  exprefs  that  divine  light  whereby  fpiri- 
tual darknefs  is  expelled,  and  the  minds  of  men  are 
illuminated,  quickened,  and  invigorated.  From  the 
application  of  the  prbphet's  words  to  the  Meffiah,  by 
the  apoftle  Matthew,  in  the  forecited  fourth  chapter 
and  fixteenth  verfe  of  his  gofpel,  it  is  evident,  that 
they  were  fulfilled  by  the  appearance  of  our  bleffed 
Saviour,  whofe  perfon  and  do&rine  are  here  intend- 
ed. As  a  divine  perfon,  he  is  eternal,  eflential,  and 
uncreated  light,  the  brightnefs  of  the  Father's  glory  ; 
as  Meffiah,  he  is  the  true  light  which  was  to  come 
into  the  world,  to  be  the  glory  of  his  people  Ifrael, 
ahd  a  light  to  enlighten  the  Gentile*.  Under  this 
beautiful  defcription,  he  was  foretold  by  the  pro- 
phets i  under  this  fublime  character,  he  i$  fpoken  of 

by 
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by  the  apofties;  under  thi^mftruftive  figure*  he 
fpeaks  of  himfelf.  c  I  am  thelight  of  the  world  :  he 
'  that  followeth  me,  fliall  not  walk  in  darknefs,  but 
4  ihall  have  the  light  of  life*/  His  heavenly  doc- 
trine is  emphatically  denominated,  by  the  apoftle 
Paul,  *  the  light  of  the  glorious  gofpel  of  Chrift  f  •* 
This  great  light,  when  it  fhines  into  the  minds  of 
men,  effe&aally  difpels  the  mill  of  ignorance,  terror j 
and  fin,  that  forms  the  darknefs  in  which  people  walk- 
ed previous  to  its  appearance.  It  difplayeth  the  wis- 
dom, love,  and  righteoufhefs  of  Jehovah  in  the  re- 
demption of  tranfgreffors,  and  layeth  open  to  view 
the  way  of  peace,  into  which  our  feet  ought  to  be 
guided.  Mod  juftly  does  the  perfon  and  gofpel  of 
Immanuel  merit  this  character ;  for,  like  the  light  of 
the  natural  world,  they  are  objefts  truly  glorious,  and 
pleafant  to  contemplate,  exhibiting  the  wonders  of 
God's  purpofes,  providence,  and  grace.  Thl  propa- 
gation of  the  gofpel,  when  at  firft  the  day-fpriijg  vilit- 
ed  this  earth,  was  amazingly  rapid  in  its  progrefs  j 
like  the  rays  of  light,  quickly  extending  itfelf  over 
the  face  of  the^whole  inhabited  world.  The  light  of 
the  gofpel,  like  that  of  the  fun,  ihines  at  all  time$ 
with  bright  and  inextinguifhable  luftre,  though  not 
in  all  places  at  the  fame  time.  Though  the  light 
emitted  by  the  Sun  of  righteoufnefs  fhine  around  men, 
like  that  which  proceeds  from  the  fun  in  the,  firma- 
ment ;  to  perceive  its  excellence  and  glory,  to  behold 
the  wonder  a  it  reveals,  and  to  reap  benefit  from  the 
discoveries  it  affords,  the  eyed  of  our  underftandings 
mud  be  opened.  Thofe  who  are  thus  illuminated 
have  indeed  feen  a  great  light,  which  of  all  things  ap- 
pears to  be  the  mod  admirable  and  the  moil  excellent* 
whilft  it  enables  them  to  difcern  thofe  important  ob- 
je£U  which  are  molt  necefiary  to  be  contemplated  and 
jecured.Ti— — Let  us,  iny  friends,  give  thanks  to  the 
Father  of  lights,  who  hath  made  light  to  arife  upon 

*  Jofcn  viii.  1 2A        „       ^  2  Cor.  iv.  4. 

3  R  «*» 
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us,  who  w6re  fitting  in  the  region  and  fhadow  of 
death ;  and  let  us  earneftly  pray,  that  he  who  com* 
tnanded  the  light  to  (hine  out  of  darknefs,  may  fhine 
into  our  hearts,  to  give  the  light  of  the  knowledge  of 
the  glory  of  God  in  the  face  of  Jefus  Chrift  *.  While 
ye  have  light,  believe  in  the  light ;  cordially  embrace 
the  great  Redeemer,  thankfully  receive  the  record  of 
God  concerning  him,  faithfully  improve  the  adian-i 
tages  you  enjoy,  that  ye  may  be  the  children  of  light, 
progreffively  advancing  in  the  knowledge  of  the  truth, 
and  in  all  holy  conversation  and  godtinefs.     *  Yet  a 

*  little  while  is  the  light  with  you :  walk  while  ye 
'  have  the  light,  left  darknefa  come  upon  you :  for  no 
'  tha|  walketh  in  darknefs  kno^eth  not  whither  ho 

*  goeth,' 

3  Thou  haft  multiplied  the  nation,  and  not 
increafed  the  joy :  they  joy  before  thee,  accord- 
ing to  the  joy  in  hajveft,  and  as  men  rejoice 
when  they  divide  the  fpoiL 

The  prophet  feems  to  have  addrefied  theft  words 
to  the  mod  high  God,  in  grateful  acknowledgment 
of  the  great  benefit  he  bad  promifed,  of  caufing  light 
to  arife  upon  the  people  that  walked  in  darknefs ; 
and  represents  the  happy  confequences  to  refult 
from  that  favour.— —By  the  nation  here  fpoken 
of,  may  be  meant  either  the  Jewifti  nation,  who  were 
the  natural  defendants  of  Abraham,  lfaac,  and  Jacob; 
or  the  true  Ifrael  of  God,  the  fpiritual  pofterity  of 
thefe  ifluftrious  patriarchs.  The  Almighty  had  pro- 
mifed to  Abraham,  his  friend,  that  he  mould  be  a  fa- 
ther of  many  nations  ;  that  he  (hould  become  a  great 
and  mighty  nation ;  and  that  his  pofterity  (hould  be 
innumerable,  like  the  fand  of  the  fea,  and  the  ftars  of 
heaven.  From  various  paffages  of  the  hiftorical  as 
well  as  prophetical  parts  of  the  Old  Teftament,  thefe 

*  2  Cor,  iv.  6, 

"  and 
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and  Cmilar  predictions,  relative  to  this  fubje&,  plainly 
appear  to  have  received  their  accompliihment  under 
that  difpenfation*  About  the  time  to  which  this 
prophecy  refers*  when  the  great  light  was  feen 
by  thofe  who  dwelt  in  the  land  of  the  (hadow  of 
death*  God  multiplied  exceedingly  the  Jewilh  nation, 
and  conferred  upon  them  many  fignal  favours,  where* 
by  they  were  greatly  enlarged.  They  filled  not  only 
the  land  of  Judea,  but  great  numbers  of  them  dwelt 
in  the  neighbouring  countries  of  Egypt,  Syria,  Mefo* 
potamia,  Media,  and  in  many  other  places.  A  remark* 
*  able  inftance  of  their  having  been  prodigioufly  multi- 
plied at  the  period  referred  to,  is  mentioned  by  jo- 
fephus,  who  lays,  in  his  hiftory  of  the  Jewilh  wars, 
that,  at  one  paflbver,  about  three  millions  of  fouls* 
were  affembled  at  Jerufalem  *.  By  this  amazing  in- 
crease of  the  nation,  ample  ground  was  afforded  for 
joy,  and  praife  to  God,  efpecially  as  about  this  time 
the  true  Ifrael  of  God  were  alio  multiplied,  and  many 
added  to  the  Lord  of  fuch  as  fliould  be  faved. 

And  not  increqfpd  the  joy  ;  or  rather,  "  Thou  haft  in- 
"  creafed  their  joy,0  according  to  the  new  tranflation 
of  the  learned  Bilhop  of  London,  which,  though  very 
different  from  that  engroffed  into  our  text,  is  perfeft* 
ly  agreeable  to  the  Hebrew,  the  marginal  reading, 
and  the  connection  of  the  words.  In  the  following 
part  of  the  verfe,  the  increased  joy,  here  mentioned* 
is  illuflrated  by  two  fimilitudes,  which  (hew  to  what 
ftrength  and  height  it  attained.  Joy  is  that  agreeable 
affection  which  arifes  in  the  mind  from  the  pleafing 
expe£tation,  or  a&ual  poffeilion,  of  fome  defirable  or 
important  blefling.  To  excite,  preferve,  and  increafe 
it,  property*  poffeilion,  and  utility,  or  the  profpeft  of 
them,  are  indifpenfably  requifite,  The  poor  rejoice 
not  in  the  riches  of  the  great,  becaufe  they  are  not 
their  property ;  nor  do  perfons  commonly  rejoice  in 
their  property,  unlefs  they  are  allowed  poffeilion.  The 

#  Book  vii.  chajvxvii. 
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reparation  of  the  latter  from  the  former  of  thefe,  gave 
rife  to  the  famous  contention7  between  the  Greeks  and 
Trojans.  Both  p'fbperty  and  poffeffion  muft  promote 
utility  and  comfort  j  for  it  is  ufe  and  benefit  that 
gives  occafion  to  joy,  and  its  increafe.  The  Jewilh 
nation  derived  manifold  advantages  from  the  vaft  in- 
creafe of  tljeir  numbers,  and  the  poffeffion  of  the  im- 
portant bteflings  therewith  connected ;  and,  therefore, 
it  well  became  them  to  be  joyful,  and  to  rejoice  be- 
fore the  Lord  their  God,  as  they  were  commanded  *. 
At  the  time  to  which  our  prophet  looked  forward, 
God  was  gracioufly  pleafed  to  enlarge  the  grounds  of 
their  joy,  by  the  appearance  of  the  great  light  men- 
tioned in  tne  preceding  vcrfe,  by  reftoring  to  them 
the  key  of  knowledge  that  had  been  taken  away,  by 
removing  their  carnal  prejudices  againft  the  truth,  by 
giving  check  to  the  corrupt  pra&ices  they  had  adopt- 
ed from  their  Heathen  neighbours ;  and,  above  all,  by 
multiplying  among  them  the  happy  number  of  his  true 
Ifrael,  and  turning  away  urigodlinefs  from  Jacob* 

They  joy  before  thee,  according  to  the  joy  in  harvejl, 
and  as  men  rejoice  when  they  divide  the  fpoil.  The 
joy  of  the  nation  is  here  illiiftrated  by  two  beautiful 
fimilitudes-  The  joy  wherewith  they. joyed  before 
God,  in  the  fervices  of  his  houfe,  and  in  the  duties 
of  his  worlhipi  refembled  the  feftivity  and  joy  of 
harveft.  An  agreeable  and  plentiful  harveft  is  indeed 
a  feafon  of  great  cheerfulnefs,  when  people  are  em- 
ployed in  leaping  and  collecting  together  the  precious 
fruits  of  the  earth,  with  which  it  hath  pleafed  God, 
by  his  blefling,  to  crown  their  induftry  and  diligence ; 
and  in  hying  up  its  rich  produce  for  their  provifion, 
as  the  means  of  fupport  through  the  enfutng  yean 
In  fuch  a  cheerful  feafon,  much  ground  of  public  joy 
is  afforded,  and  gladnefs  univerfally  prevails  through 
the  country.  One  of  the  three  folemn  feftivals  which 
the  children  of  Ifrael  were  commanded  to  obferve 
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unto  the  Lord,  in  which  all  the  males  were  required 
to  appear  before  him  at  Jerufalem,  -was  called  the 
Feaft  of  mothering*  becaufe  it  was  kept  after  all  the 
fruits  of  the*  land  were  collected  together,  and  laid 
up  in  ftore.  The  feftivity  and  joy  expreffed  oa 
thefe  occafions,  and  which  is  vifible  in  the  harveft- 
feafon,  afford  a  lively  reprefentation  of  the  joy  which 
was  promifed  to  arife  from  the  increafe  of  the  na- 
tion.—This  joy  was  alfo  to  refemble  that  which 
people  experience,  when  they  divide  the  fpoil.  Upon 
fuch  occafions,  joy  commonly  arifes  to  a  great  height* 
Vi&ory  being  obtained  after  a  long  and  defperate  en- 
gagement, joy  fprings  up  in  the  minds  of  the  con- 
querors, .  in  the  review  of  the  imminent  dangers  they 
have  efcaped,  the  honour  and  triumph  they  have  ac- 
quired, the  peace  and  tranquillity  they  hope  to  en- 
joy, and  the  immenfe  booty  and  fpoil  with  which 
they  exped  to  be  enriched.  Accordingly  we  read, 
that  after  the  Amalekites  had  fnutten  Ziklag,  and  in* 
vaded  the  fouth,  '  behold,  they  were  fpread  abroad 
c  upon  all  the  earth,  eating  and  drinking,  and  dancing, 

*  becaufe  of  all  the  great  fpoil  that  they  had  taken  out 
4  of  the  land  of  the  Philifline&,  and  out  of  the  land  of 

*  Judah  V  Though  you  cannot  enter  into  the  fpirit 
of  this  tomparifon  as  you  did  of  the  other,  the  lead 
attention  may  convince  you,  that  the  joy,  here  in- 
tended, mufl;  be  very  great— r— This  prediction  re* 
ceived  its  accomplishment  not  long  after  the  Son 
of  God  was  manifested,  and  the  true  light  fliined j 
when  multitudes  believed,  and  many  were  added  to 
the  Lord ;  when  the  word  of  the  Lord  ran,  and  had 
free  courfe,  and  was  glorified,  and  churches  were 
planted  ;  which  gave  occafion  of  great  joy  to  the  na- 
tions of  them  that  were  faved.  And  bleffed  be  God, 
who,  in  following  ages,  hath  more  and  more  multi* 
plied  his-  true  Ifrael,  and  thus  prefented  us  with  the 
noblelt  grounds  of  joy  and  triumph.     If  gathering  in 
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die  fruhs  of  the  earth,  which  can  only  fupport  a 
perifhing  life— if  dividing  the  fpoils  of  an  enemy 
among  the  conquerors*  render  people  glad  and  joy 
ful— how  mpch  more  ought  we  to  exult,  when  w* 
are  admitted  to  reap  in  joy  what  wasvfown  with  tears, 
and  to  participate  in  the  fruits  of  our  Saviour's  la- 
bour of  love— when  with  the  good  .foldiers  of  Jefus 
Chrift,  we  prove  vi&orious  through  Jus  blood,  and 
are  enriched  with  the  mod  precious  fpoils!  Surely 
thefe  happy  events  fuggeft  the  ftrongeft  reafons  why 
we  ought  to  be  glad,  and  rejoice  in  the  Lord,  and 
his  abundant  goodnefs* 

•  *  • 

4  For  thou  haft  broken  the  yoke  of  his  bur- 
den, and  the  ftaff  of  his  flioulder,  the  rod  of 
his  oppreflbr,  as  in  the  day  of  Midian. 

Thefe  words  defctibe .  another  important  benefit 
ariiing  from  the  appearance  of  the  Meffiah,  and  lay 
open  a  new  fource  of  confolation  and  joy  to  his 
people.— -^1  pretend  not  to  determine  whether  or 
not  the  prophet  had  in  view  the  deftru&ion  of.  the 
yoke  of  Afiyria*  by  whom  the  Jewifh  nation  was 
for  feme  time  opprefied,  which  happened  in  the 
days  of  Hezekiah,  when  a  wonderful  flaughter  was 
made  among  the  troops  of  that  empire.  The  pre* 
di&ion  feems  to  me  clearly  and  ultimately  to  re* 
fer  to  a  memorable  event  that  came  to  pafs  foon 
after  the  great  light  was .  feen.  The  deftru&ion 
of  the  Affyrian  yoke  introduced  a  typical,  imper* 
fed,  and  temporal  deliverance;  whereas  by  break* 
ing  the  yoke,  here  intended,  a  fpiritual,  complete, 
and  eternal  falvation  was  to  be  enjoyed.  The  ex* 
.preflions  ufed  in  this  verfe  evidently  require  to  be 
confidered  not  in  their  literal,  but  in  their  figurative 
fenfe.  In  this  view,  fin  feems  to  be  the  burden  here 
fpoken  of.  Under  this  defcription  it  is  frequently  men* 
tioned  in  fcripture ;  as  where  the  royal  pfalmift  com- 
plains, '  Mine  iniquities  are  gone  over  mine  head : 

*  as 
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*  as  an  heavy  burden  they  are  too  heavy  for  ifte  V 
Sinners  are  heavy  laden  with  this  infuppomhle  k>adf 
which  detains  them  from  God,  who  alone  can  relieve 
them  ;  enfeebles  their  minds ;  and  haraffes  them  with 
perplexing  fears,  and  the  moft.  uneafy  reflections..  A 
proper  fenfe  of  its  powerful  influence,  its  polluting 
nature,  and  dreadful  guilt,  like  a  crufhing  weight* 
depreffes  the  fpirit,  becomes  irkfome  and  grievous ; 
and,  if  not  happily  removed,  it  will  prove  the 
means  of  irremediable  ruin.— ^By  the  yoke  pf  thi$ 
burden,  may  be  meant  the  ceremonial  law,  which 

x  the  apoftle  Peter  affirms,  *  was  a  yoke  which  neither 

*  the  Jews,  nor. their  fathers,  were  able  to  bear  f;* 
to  which,  neverthelefs,  the  teachers  of  that .  people, 
by  their  vain  traditions,  unwarrantably  added  ftill 
more  weight.  The  Mofaic  ritual  was  in  itfelf  a 
troublefpme  and  heavy  yoke,  obliging  all  thofe  who 
were  fubjed  to:  its  authority,'  to  obferve  many  exter- 
nal  ceremonies,  of  various  kinds,  which  could  not  be 
performed  without  the  utmfcft  attention  and  care. 
Such  were  the .  commands  reipe&ing  the  obfervation 
of  the  Sabbath,  the  folemn  feftivals,  the  militated 
facrifices,  divers  waihings,  and  the  differences  of 
meats  and  clothes,  &c.  Conftant  attention  to  thefe 
and  the  like  circumftances,  formed  a  yoke,  which 
galled  the  necks  of  the  Jews ;  and  having  been  added, 
becaufe  of  tranfgreffions,  until  the  promifed  feed  fhouid 
come,  they  were  thereby  obliged  to  fuftain  an  into* 
Jerable  burden.-— -This  yoke,  the  prophet  here  fays* 
addrefimg  himfelf  to  Immanuel,  Thou  haft  broken* 
He  only,  who  put  the  yoke  upon  his  ancient  people, 
could  break  and  difannul  it,  The  Son  of  God,  as  the 
apoftle  Paul  declares,  when  treating  of  this  fubjeft, 
(dotted  out  the  hand-writing  of  ordinances  that  was 
againft  us,  which  was  contrary  to  us,  and  took  it 
out  of  the  way,  nailing  it  to  his  crofs  \.  By  the 
band-writing  of  ordinances,  may  be  meant  the  law 
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of  Mofes,  which  contained  a  variety  of  ordinances, 
wherein  folemn  acknowledgment  was  made  of  the 

{pollution  of  fin,  in  divers  waihings,  and  of  its  guilt, 
n  the  facrifices  that  were:  offered  for  it.  This  law, 
which  was  againft  us,  the  Lbrd  Jefus  Chrift,  in 
his  adorable  grace,  took  out  of  the  way,  abolifhed, 
and  difannulled  it,  becaufe  of  the  weaknefs  and  un- 
profitablenefs  thereof. 

And  thtjlaff'ofbisjboutdtfj  the  rod  if  bis  ofiprejon 
In  thefe  expreflions  there  is  ah  obvious  allufion  to 
the  cruel  pra&tce  of  fetrereitafk-mafter*,  fet  over  thofe 
reduced  to  flavery,  who  are  often  not  only  whip* 
ped,  but  unmercifully  beaten  upon  the  back,  of 
Ihoulders,  with  a  rod  or  ftatf.  By  the  oppreiTor,  may 
be  meant  the  prince  of  this  world,  the  gffeat  adver* 
fary  of  mankind,  with  thofe  whom  he  employs  to  op* 
prefs  and  diftrels  the  people  of  God,  who,  by  their 
ufurped  power,  demand  of  them  the  hardeft  fervices, 
and  inflict  upon  them  the  feverfeft  puniihments.  Thi$ 
cruel  oppreffor  hath  his  ftaff  and  rod,  whereby  h$ 
fdfli&s  the  children  of  men ;  and  the  power  of  death, 
which  he  employs,  as  far  as  he  can,  for  their  de* 
ftruftion.  In  fcripture-language,  a  rod.  is  ufed  to  fig- 
nify  flrength  and  power;  hence  we  read  of  a  rod  of 
iron,  wherewith  the  Son  of  God  ftfeil  dafh  in  pieces 
his  enemies  as  a  p6tter*s  veffel  *.  And  as  a  rod  it 
often  ufed  by  thofe  who  exercife  a  kipd  of  (tern  au- 
thority, to  fupport  their-  influence  over  others,  it 
fometimes  expreffes  rigorous  and  h^rfh  treatment, 
cruel  and  unrelenting  feverity.  In  this  fenfe  ifre  un- 
derftand  Pfal.  exxv.  3.  4  The  rod  of  the  wicked 
*  fhall  not  reft  upon  the  lot  of  the  righteous.*  *Thi* 
alfo  feems  to  be  the  meaning  of  the  rod  of  the  op- 
preiTor, which  Immanuel  is  faid  to  have  broken.  He 
was  manifefted,  to  deftroy  the  works  and  the  tyranny 
of  Satan.  He  came  into  this  world,  to  deliver  his 
people  from  *  ftate  of  ignorance,  guilt,  and  fervitude, 
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and  to  introduce  them  into  glorious  liberty  and  feli- 
city ;  to  deftroy  the  power  of  thofe  by  whom  they 
were  reduced  to  bondage  and  thraldom,  and  to  tram- 
late  them  into  his  kingdom  of  marvellous  light.  By 
him  the  rod  and  daft"  of  our  oppreffor  was  broken : 
he  abolHhed  the  tyrannical  dominion  of  the  devil ;  he 
refcued  us  from  the  power  of  fin,  from  the  condemna- 
tion of  the  law,  and  the  hands  of  all  our  enemies. 
Of  this  prediction  this  is  the  amount,  if  I  have  not 

erred  in  taking  the  Aim. This  abolition  of  the  op» 

preffor's  power  is  illuRrated  in  the  following  words, 
in  which  it  is  compared  to  a  very  memorable  over- 
throw of  the  enemies  of  Ifrael : 

As  in  the  day  of  Midian.  The  hiftory  of  the  won- 
derful conqueft  here  referred  to,  is  recorded '  in  the 
feventh  chapter  of  the  book  of  Judges,  where  we  read, 
that  Ifrael  having  cried  unto  the  Lord  becaufe  of  the 
oppreffion  of  the  Midianites,  he  fent  Gideon  to  fave 
them  out  of  the  hand  of  that  people.  For  this  purpofe, 
the  Lord  commanded  him  to  take  with  him  three  hun- 
dred men  of  valour,  each  of  whom  was  furnifhed  with 
a  trumpet,  and  a  pitcher,  wherein  was  a  lamp.  In  the 
night-time,  that  mighty  man,  with  his  attendants,  thus 
accoutred,  furrounded  the  camp  of  Midian ;  and,  on 
the  fignal  being  given,  they  broke  the  pitchers,  hold- 
ing the  lamps  in  their  left  hands,  and  the  trumpets 
with  which  they  blew  in  their  right  hands,  they 
cried,  The  fword  of  the  Lord,  and  of  Gideon.  The 
great  hoft  of  the  Midianites,  fuddenly  feized  with 
confirmation  and  dread,  fled  with  the  utmoft  confu- 
fion,  whilft  every  man's  fword  was  turned  againft  his 
fellow.  The  confequences  were,  that  the  greateft 
part  of  the  Midianitifh  army  perifhed;  among  whom 
were  the  two  princes,  Oreb  and  Zeeb;  and  the  Israelites 
were  delivered  from  under  their  yoke.  This  great 
deliverance  prefigured  the  deftrudion  of  the  oppreffor 
here  predi&ed ;  and,  in  feveral  refpefts  worthy  of  at- 
tention, we  may  trace  a  refembhnce  that  fully  juftifies 
the  comparifon  before  us.   In  the  day  of  Midian,  the 

3  S  enemies 
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enemies  of  Ifrael  were  difcomfited  by  an  extraordinary 
divine  interpofuion,  without  arms,  or  any  human  af- 
fiftance,  though,  by  divine  appointment,  fome  exter- 
nal figns  were  ufed  for  this  purpofe.  This  memo* 
rable  conqueft  exhibited  an  inftru&ive  reprefentation 
of  the  overthrow  of  the  tyranny  of  the  prince  of  this 
world  by  the  Mefliah,  when  his  people  were  faved 
out  of  the  hands  of  them  who  opprefled  them  by  the 
Lord  their  God,  apd  not  by  bow,  nor  by  fword,  nor 
by  battle,  nor  by  horfes,.  nor  by  horfemen  *.  The 
means  he  employs  for  this  end,  are,  the  founding  of 
the  trumpet  of  the  gofpel,  accompanied  with  a  fecret 
divine  power,  the  light  of  divine  truth,  a  treafufe  he 
hath  put  into  earthen  veffels,  which  are  frail,  and 
qafily  broken.  The  violent  deflrudion  of  thefe  vcf- 
fels  hath  given  occafion  to  much  confufion  among  the 
enemies  of  God's  people,  and  hath  often  turned  their 
ajcns  againft  each  other.  By  uniting  thefe  expe- 
dients, the  great  Captain  of  falvation  hath  obtained 
complete  victory  over  thofe  who  oppreffed  his  people. 
*  The  Lord  gave  the  word,  great  was  the  company 
'  of  thofe  that  publifhed  it.  Kings  of  armies  did  flee 
c  apace :  and  (he  that  tarried  at  home  divided  the 

4  fpoilf.' From  this  fimilitude  we  learn,  that  the 

viftories  anciently  acquired  by  the  people  of  God,  un- 
der the  Old  Teftament,  exhibited  lively  figures  of  the 
Meffiah's  conquefts,  recorded  in  the  New  Teftament ; 
and  that  we  are  authorized  to  view  them  in  this  light. 
By  the  glorious  fuccefs  that  attended  the  wars  of  Ifrael 
againft  their  enemies,  and  God's  gracious  interpofi- 
tion  in  their  behalf,  the  true  Ifrael  of  God  are  encou- 
raged to  expeft,  in  due  time,  complete  deliverance, 
and  final  triumph,  over  all  their  adverfaries. 

5  For  every  battle  of  the  warrior  is  with  con- 
fufed  noifc,  and  garments  rolled  in  blood ;  but 
this  fhall  be  with  burning,  and  fewel  of  fire. 

*  Hofea  i.  7.  f  Pfjd,  lrviii.  n,  ^2. 
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This  verfe  difclofes  another  fourie  of  joy  which 
was  to  be  opened  by  the  appearance  and  conquefts  of 
lmmanuei,  whofe  vi&ories  were  not  to  be  acquired  in 
the  fame  manner  with  the  heroes  and  warriors  of  this 
world.— —The  battles  by  which  they  rife  to  honour, 
reputation,  and  conqueft,  are  attended  with  confufed 
noife.  The  found  of  martial  inftruments  of  mufic, 
the  marching  of  the  infantry,  the  prancing  of  the  ca- 
valry, the  clafhing  of  fwords,  fpears,  and  other  inftru- 
ments of  death,  and  the  report  made  by  the  various 
engines  of  war ;  generals  delivering  their  orders,* 
officers  encouraging  their  men,  the  clamour  of  the 
multitude,  the  cries  of  the  wounded,  the  exclama- 
tions of  the  timid,  the  groans  of  the  dying,  the 
victorious  fhouts  of  the  conqueror*,  and  the  bitter 
lamentations  of  the  vanquished ;  muft  form  a  hideous, 
confufed  noife,  of  which  they  only  who  have  heard 
it  can  form  a  juft  idea.  In  the  day  of  battle,  not 
only  a  terrible  nbife,  but  a  moft  affe&ing  fcerte  pre- 
fents  itfelf  to  view,  far  furpaffing  any  defcriptior* 
by  which  I  can  aflift  your  apprehenfions.— ^-£0/-- 
ments  rolled  in  blood .-  clothes  all  befmeared  and  dyed 
with  the  crimfon,  vital  fluid,  profufely  flowing^from 
the  wounds  of  which  great  numbers  are  expiring :. 
multitudes  of  dead  bodies,  deprived  of  heads*  legs, 
and  arms,  from  which  the  blood  continues  to  pour 
forth ;  and  many  in  the  agonies  of  diftrefs  and  death, 
rolling  themfelves,  and  their  garments,  in  th<t  blood 
running  from  their  veins.  It  is  unneoeffary  to  en- 
large on  this  affe&ing  fcene.  Such  is  the  confufed 
noife  that  is  heard  in  the  battle  of  the  warrior,  and 
fuch  the  moving  fpettacle  which  it  prefents  to  view  ; 
from  all  which  we  earneftly  pray,  Good  Lord,  deliver 
us.  In  this  manner  the  heroes  of  this  world  go n tend 
for  viftory  and  renown ;  but  very  diffepent  are  the 
triumphs  of  lmmanuei,' defer ibed  iu  the  following 
words  of  thi$  verfe :  f 

But  this  jhall  be  with  burning ,  and  feivel  of  fire* 
Our  God  is  a  confuming  fire,  to  walte  and  deflroy 

all 
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•all  his  incorrigible  enemies.  The  Meffiah,  who  tfas 
tp  come  fuddenly  into  his  temple,  was  foretold,  fhould 
referable  a  refiner's  fire,  that  purifies  g6id  and  Giver 
from  the  drofs  and  alloy  with  which  they,  are  mix- 
ed. This  fire  Jefus  Chrift  came  and  kindled  upon 
the  earth.  The  Holy  Spirit  alfo  is  fpoken  of  under 
this  emblem  of  fire,  in  as  much  as  he  enlightens, 
warms,  and  refrelhes  thofe  who  participate  of  his 
benign  influence.  The  fame  figure  is  ufed  to  ex- 
prefs.the  \yord  of  God,  which »  confumes  the  wic- 
ked as  a  fire  does  the  combuftible  materials  that  are 
placed  within  its  reach,  whilft  it  warms  the  hearts 
of  good  men,  and  makes  them  to  burn  within 
them.  The  powerful  influence  of  the  Son  of  God, 
exerted  by  his  word  and  Spirit,  and  employed  in  carry- 
ing on  his  conquefts,  is  therefore  very  properly  re- 
prefented  by  burning.  His .  wicked  adverfaries,  and 
the  enemies  of  his  church,  he  confumes  by  the  breath 
of  hj$  mouth,  and  the  brigbtnefs  .of  his  coming ;  and 
thofe  whom  he  delivers  from  the,  burden  of  fin,  and 
the  power .  of  the  oppreflbr,  he  refines,  and  purifies 
Unto  hioafelf  a  peculiar  people,  zealous  of  good 
vrorks-— — -And  fewel  of  fire.  A  cuftom  anciently 
prevailed  among  fome  Heathen  nations,  of  burning 
heaps  of  armour,  gathered , from  the  field  of  battle,  as 
an  offering  to  the  deity,  from  whom  the  conquerors 
fuppofedjhey  had  got  the  viftory.  The. Romans  are 
Well  known  to  have  ufed  this  pra&ice  as  an  emblem 
of  peace.  In  feveral  paffages  of  the  Old  Teftament, 
there  are  intimations  that  fome  fuch  cuftom  was  ob- 
ferved  by.  the  Ifraelites,  and  other  nations.  God  pro- 
mifed  to  Jofhua  vi&ory  over  the  nations  of  Canaan,  in 
thefe  words :  *  And  the  Lord  faid  unto  Jofhua,  Be  not 
*  afraid  becaufe  of  them  :  for  to-morrow  about  this 
4  time  will  I  deliver  them  up  all  flain  before  lfrael : 
4  thou  fhalt  hough  their  horfes,  and  blirn  their  cha- 
(  riots  with  fire  V     In  allufion  to  this  praftice,  the 

#  Jofhua  xL  6. 
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conqueft  of  the  Meffiah  is  here  foretold,  to  ber  with 
fewel  of  fire*  Having  fpoiled  the  oppreflbr  of  man* 
kind  of  his  armour,  wherfcin  he:trufted,  as  an  emblem 
of  complete  viftory,  h£  configns  it  to  the  flames;  i.  e* 
he  utterly  deftroys  it,  -  that  it  may.  never  more  be  em- 
ployed in  a&s  of  hoftility  again/t  him.— —-la  humble 
testimony  of  unfeigned  fubje&ion  to  the.  Prince  of 
peace,  let  us  throw  down  the  weapons  of  our  rebel- 
lion, that  we  may  paxticipate  ia  the  noble  triumphs 
which  he  acquires,  in  a  manner  peculiar  to  himffclf, 
without  noife  o*  bloodflied,  that  he  may  advance  the 
felicity  of  ;bjs  fubje&s,  and  accompUfh  the  total  over- 
throw of  his  enemies,  .    .  .  . 


•  -1  * 
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is  given,  and  the  government  fhall  be  upon' his 
fhoulder':  and  fcis  name  fhall'  be  called;  Wonder-^ 
ful,  Counsellor,' The  mlgfity  God,  The  everiafU 
ine  Father,  The  Prince  of  p&ace. 

.  .  .  » 

The  appearance  of  the '  flltiftrlous  Perfoti,  from 
whom  ihould  proceed  the  light  and  joy,  the  tncreafe 
and  vi&ory,  mentioned  in*  the  preceding  veriest  is 
here  foretold.  Front  the  whole  defcriptibn  given  of 
his  nativity,  the  office  to  which  he  was  appointed, 
tfie  qualifications  of  which  he  is  pofieffed?1  the  extent 
and  perpetuity  of  his  government,  it  plainly  appears, 
that  Jefus  Chrift,  the  Son  of  God,  manifefted  in  the 
flelh,  is  the  perfon  intended.  The  magnificent  titles 
given  to  this  extraordinary  child  fufficiently  determine 
the  fubje&  of  this  prophecy  ;  for  to  whom  but  our 
Saviour,  the  great  Meffiah,  can  the  characters  here 
mentioned  belong.  The  application  of  this  prediction 
to  Jefus  Chrift  is  authorized  by  an  infpired  apoftle, 
who  manifeftly  alludes  to  this  paflage,  when  fpeaking 
of  our  Lord's  going  into  Galilee  f  ;  and  it  is  fupportea 
by  the  angel  Gabriel,  who,  when  he  announced  the 

*  Sec  Matth.  iv,  xa.  ttfeq. 
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joyftil  tidings  of  the  ifcefliah's  liativity*  defcribed' 
him  under  the  characters  given  in  the  prophecy  now 
before '  us.  Befides,  'there'  is  a  remarkable  iimiiarity 
between  the  laiiguagfe  ufed  by  Ifaiah*  and  that  of  the 
meffage  delivered  by  the  angels  to  th6  Shepherds,  at 
the 'birth  of  Jefus  Ghrift,  recorded-  Luke  ii.  io,  n. 
Do  you  then  inquire,  of  what  child  doth  the  prophet 
here-fpe&k;  of  his  own,  or  of  fome  other  man's?  I 
atifyrer,  without  hesitation,  in  unequivocal  terms,  he 
{peaketh  of  him  concerning  whom  Mofes  in  the  law, 
and  the  prophets,  did  write,  Jefus  of  Nazareth,  who 
was  fuppofed  to  be  the  fon  of  Jofeph*  Of  him  the 
Spirit  of  prophecy  affirms,  ' 

For  unto  us  a  child  is  born.  This  expreffion  bath  an 
evident  reference  to  the  incarnation  of  the  Son  of 
God,  whp,  in  the  fulnefe  ,of  time,  took  part  with  us 
of  flelh  *nd  blood,  was  made  of  a  woman,  and  afc 
fumed  the  ch^rafter  of  the  Son  of  man.  In  the  New 
Teftament,  he  is  repeatedly  fpokeu  of  *s  a  child*.  We 
read,  that  the  wife  men,  who  were  conduced  by  a 
{tar  to  the  place  where  he  was  born,  wh<?n  they  law 
the  you|ig  child  with  Mary  his  mother,  they  fell  down 
and  worshipped  him  *v  Ir>  the  prayer  of  t$e  apoftles* 
after  they .  were  liberated  from  prifon,  they  requefted* 
that  the  Lord  might  grant  figns  *nd  wonders  to  be 
done  in  the  name  of  his  holy  child  Jefus  f .  .  .  Of 
this  child  it  is  faid,  that  he  was  horn,  intimating  in 
what  manner  he  was  to  qame  into  this  world,  and  to 
afiuroe  human  nature.  He  did  not  appear  merely  in 
the  form  of  man,  as  fuperior  intelligences  have  foine- 
times  done,  when  they  defcended  to  thi$  earth  ;  but 
he  a£tually  participated  of  our  nature,  becoming  bone 
pf  our  bone,  and  flefh  of  our  fleflu  In  all  things, 
fin  only  excepted,  he  was  made  like  unto  his  brethren. 
In  tfyis  manner  the  promised  Mefliah  was  expe&ed  to 
enter  himfelf  among  the  fons  of  men,  as  we  learn 
from  the  queftion  put  by  the  wife  men  to  Herod 

*  MaUh,  it.  1 1.  f  Afts  W.  30, 
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the  king;   '  Where  is  he  that  k  bora  king  of -the 

*  Jews  *  V  Though  this  child  was  not  born  For  hup* 
dreds  of  years  after  this  prediftic^v  was  delivered,  his 
birth  is  here  mentioned  as  having  already  happened* 
This  mode  of  expreffion  frequently  occurs  in  the  pro- 
phetic writings,  where  future  events  are  fpoken  of  aa 
pail  or  prefent,  to  denote  their  infallible  certainty,  and 
fpeedy  approach.— —-This  child  is  farther  faid  to  be 
born  unto.  us.  Though  this  is  true  of  every  child,' 
who  jis  born  not  for  himfelf,  but  for  God,  for  his 
parents,  his  neighbours,  and  his  country,  we  are  in 
this  manner  taught,  that,  by  a  voluntary  aft  of  love* 
the  incarnation  and  nativity  of  Jefus  Chrift  were  de- 
figned  for  our  falvation.  He  took,  upon  him  our, 
nature ;  not  on  account  of  fallen  angels,  for  whom  a 
Saviour  is  Dpt  provided,  but  for  apoftate  men,  in 
whofe  deftruftion  God  might  have  been  for  ever 
glorified.  Unto  us  he  was  born,  to  inftruft  us  by 
his  divine  dpftrine,  to  conduft  us  by  his  perfeft  ex- 
ample, to  expiate  our  guilt  by  his  atoning  facrifice, 
to  fanftify  us  by  his  Holy  Spirit,  and  to  obtain  for  us 

eternal  inheritance. Would  you,  my  brethren, 

celebrate,  in  a  becoming  manner,  this  joyful  event  ? 
Like  the  eaftern  Magi,  you  muft  do, him  homage, 
open  your  treafures,  and  prefent  unto  him  gifts : 
like  the  fhepherds^  you  muft  return  glorifying  and 
praifing  God,  for  what  you  have,  heard  and  ieen ; 
and  like  the  multitude*  you  muft  follow  him,  be  alL 
attention  to  his  divine  doftrine,  that  you  may  feel  the 
falutary  influence  of  his  divine  inftruftions. 

Unto  us  a  Jon  is  given.  As  the  former  expreffion  re- 
lates to  the  human,  fo  this  refpects  the  divine  nature 
of  the  Son  of  God.  In  this  fublime  fenfe  the  charac- 
ter is  commonly  applied  to  him  in  fcripture,  as  in  the 
two  following  paffages :  *  No  man  knoweth  the  Fa^ 
c  ther  but  the  Son  f :  He  that  believeth  on  the  Son, 

*  hath  everlafting  life  J.'    Accprding  to  the  record  of 

*  Matth.  ii.  %.  f  ^latth.  xi,  27.  J  J°^n  *"•  3^* 
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God;  lefuiGhriftfethte^ord^nd -  wifdom  of  God, 
his,  only  begotfen  and  well-beloved  Son,  the  bright- 
ness of  his  glory,  and  the  exptefs  image  of  his  per- 
fon;  pofleffing  wiih  hiiii  the  fame  divine  nature,  the 
fame  glorious  titles,  and  ineffable  perfe&ions }  per- 
forming with  him  the  fame  ftupendous  works,  and  re- 
ceiving the  fame  divine  honours  and  worfhip. 
This  illuftrious  Perfon  i*  here  affirmed  to  be  given* 
Tfce  language  exa&ly  accords  with  what  is  faid  con* 
cerning  him  in  the  New  Teftament,  where  our  Sa- 
viour gives  this  fhort  abridgment  of  the  gofpel,  *  God 
*  fo  loved  the  world  that  he  gave  his  only  begotten 
c  Son  *,'  &c.    Jefus  Chrift  was  given  to  us  in  the 
eternal  purpofe  ot  God :  he  was  a&ually  conferred* 
when  he  came  into  this  world,  and  was  delivered 
onto  death,  as  the  facrifices  of  old ;  which,  being 
typical  of  this  unlpeakable  donation,  were  therefore 
called  gifts.   No  prefent  that  the  mod  high  God  ever 
made  to  mankind  is  fo'  precious,  and  neceffary  to  our 
felicity,  as  the  gift  of  Jefus  Chrift ;  who  is  the  light 
and  life  of  the  world,  the  Teacher  of  the  church,  the 
Author  of  falvation,  the  High-prieft  of  our  profeflion, 
the  Governor  among  the  nations,  the  righteoufnefs, 
the  ftrength,  and  glory  of  the  'faints.    The  Almighty 
made  a  noble  prefent  to  man,  when  he  gave  him  the 
luminaries  of  heaven  to  enlighten  his  habitation,  and 
rain  from  heaven  to  fruttify  the  earth ;  but  thefe  im- 
portant favours  are  riot  worthy  to  be  compared  to  the 
immenfe  benefit  he  confers  upon  thofe  who,  with  hu- 
mility and  gratitude,  accept  of  his  Son  as  their  Sa- 
viour, Inftruftor,  and  Lord.     He  is  therefore  em- 
phatically ftyled,  God's  tinfpeakable  gift;  conferred 
upon  us  who  were  altogether  unwortny  of  this  rich 
donation,  as  plainly  appears  by  attending  to  our  cir- 

cumftances,    charafter,    and   conduct. Notwith- 

ftanding,   unto  us  he  is  given :   unto  rfie  prophet 
Ifaiah,  and  his  countrymen,  and  t%  all  in  every  age 

*  John  iii.  16. 

and 


Ver;  6.     PROPHECIES  of  ISAIAH.  515 

and  nation,  whom  God  hath  inftm&ed  not  to  walk 
in  the  way  of  this  people ;  who  fan&ify  the  Lord  of 
hofls  in  their  h^afU,  and  itiake  him  their  fear  and 
dread ;  who  wait  upon  him  that  hideth  his  face  from 
the  hoiife  of  Jacob,  and  look  for  him  *.  Jefus  Chrift 
is  given  for  the  good  and  benefit  of  all,  especially  for 
the  falvation  of  them  that  believe,  that  he  might  ob- 
tain for  them  remiffion  of  fins,  and  eternal  life ;  that 
he  might  teach  them  the  way  of  truth ;  that  he 
might  break  the  yoke  of  the  cet-emonial  law;  take 
away  the  burden  of  fin,  deftroy  the  works  of  the 
devil,  and  the  power  of  death.-^— Let  us  cordially, 
receive  the  Son  of  God,  who  is  given  for  thefe  bene- 
volent purpbfes,  that,  being  intimately  united  to  the 
blefled  Author  df  falvation,  we  may  participate  in  all 
the  ineftimable  bleflings  with  which  the  thankful  ac- 
ceptance of  him  is  accompanied. 

And  the  government  Jhdll  be  upon  bii  Jhoiilder.  Thefe 
Words  are  defcriptive  of  the  important  office  with 
which  the  illuftrious  Perfon,  here  fpoken  of,  was  to  be 
inverted;  The  Meffiah  was  anciently  foretold  to  be  a 
Ruler,  Who  Was  to  arife  from  among  the  flandards  of 
Ifrael ;  and,  In  the  fulnefs  bf  time,  he  actually  appear- 
ed, fuftaining  this  high  charafter.  The  dominion  of 
Jefus  Chrift  i&  often  mentioned  in  the  fcriptures  both ' 
of  the  Old  and  New  Teftament :  his  regal  chara&er 
feems  tp  be  that  in  which  he  glories ;  and  in  perform- 
ing the  offices  connected  with  it,  cbnfifts  much  of  his 
mediatorial  excellence.  All  the  prophets  unite  in  ex- 
hibiting him  in  this  View  i  the  greateft  monarchs  of 
the  Jewifh  nation  typified  him  in  this  refpeft :  he 
himfelf  claimed  univerfal  dominion :  the  apoftles  re- 
prefent  him  poflefling  fupreme  authority ;  and  even 
Pilate,  the  Roman  governor,  acknowledged  his  fove- 
reignty,  and  publifhed  it  to  the  nations,  by  the  in- 
fcription  he  put  upon  his  crofs.  The  term  govern- 
ment,  when  applied  to  the  Meffiah,  is  metaphorical ; 

*  Ifaiah  via.  n.  ctfeq* 
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for  all  that  is  comprehended  in  it  among  men,  the 
great  eft  royal  magnificence  and  power,  afford  only  a 
faint  and  imperfeft  emblem  of  thy?  regal  dominion  of 
Jefus  Chrift,  There  is  nothing  fufficiently  noble  in 
the  characters  of  the  greateft  monarch*,  nothing  wife 
enough  in  their  maxims,  nothing  gentle  enough  in 
their  adminiftration,  nothing  fufficiently  glorious  in 
their  courts  or  exploits,  fully  to  reprefent  the  gran- 
deur and  glory  of  Meffiah's  government.  All  power 
in  heaven  and  in  earth  is  committed  into  his  hands : 
all  things  are  delivered  unto  him  by  the  Father.  His 
kingdom  includes  not  only  his  willing  fubjefts,  who 
yield  unconftrained  obedience  to  his  authority,  but 
extends  to  all  nations  over  the  whole  World.  He  i» 
Lord  of  all,  and  his  dominion  is  over  all.  The  Hea- 
then are  his  inheritance,  the  utmoft  ends  of  the  earth 
are  his  poffeflion :  angels,  principalities,  and  powers, 
are  fubjeft  to  his  abfolute  control :  every  creature  in 
heaven  and  on  earth  does  him  homage:  by  him 
kings  reign,  and  princes  decree  juftice;  and  at  laft  all 
his  enemies  (hall  be  made  his  footftool.  All  judgment 
is  intruded  to  him ;  the  whole  of  the  divine  judicial 
procedure  is  committed  to  the  Son  of  God:  the 
power  of  life  and  death,  of  abfolution  and  condemna- 
tion, is  put  into  his  hands.— —This  government  is 
faid  to  be  upon  bis  Jhoulder.  The  expreflion  may  al- 
lude to  the  general  opinion  of  mankind,  who  confi- 
der  government  as  a  burden,  becaufe  its  adminiftra- 
tion is  attended  with  much  labour,  care,, and  folici* 
tude.  The  fhoulder  being  that  part  of  the  human 
body  upon  which  heavy  loads  are  commonly  placed T 
the  weight  of  government  is  faid  to  be  on  the  fhoulder 
of  Jefus  Chrift ;  who,  with  infinite  eafe,  rules  the  uni- 
verfe,  prefides  over  the  church,  and  exerts  his  power 
for  the  fafety  and  happinefs  of  his  people,  to  the  ter- 
ror and  deftru&ion  of  all  his  incorrigible  enemies. 
Or  it  may  allude  to  the  ancient  practice  of  thofe  in- 
verted with  authority,  "who  put  upon  their  fhoulder, 
from  which  it  hung  down,  the  enfign  of  their  office, 

a  fceptre, 
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a  fceptre,  a  fword,  or  a  key.  In  allufion  to  this  cuftom, 
our  Lord  thus  fpeaks  of  himfelf,  as  *  having  the  key 
4  of  David  #,  or  of  his  houfe ;  in  which  words  he  af- 
ferts  his  powerful  rule  over  his  church  (of  which  the 
houfe  of  David  was  an  eminent  type),  to  admit  and 

exclude  from  it  whomfoever  he  pleafeth. With 

humility  and  reverence,  let  us  fubmit  to  this  Governor 
among  the  nations,  and  ftudy  to  demean  ourfelves  as 
his  loyal  and  dutiful  fubje&s,  making  the  fervice  he 
demands  the  bufinefs  of  our  lives.  Then  may  we 
hope  to  enjoy  the  felicity  of  his  people,  to  fmile  at 
the  approach  of  calamity,  and  to  rejoice  that  he  reign- 
eth,  amid  all  the  confufions  that  arife  in  the  world. 

The  prophet  proceeds  to  mention  fome  of  the  mag- 
nificent titles  by  which  he  ftiould  be  diftinguifhed. 

And  his  namejhall  be  called.  Names  are  fometimes 
employed  to  exprefs  the  peculiar  nature  and  excel- 
lence of  the  perfon  to  whom  they  are  given.  Thus 
when  the  bleifed  God  was  gracioufly  pleafed  to  pro- 
claim his  name  from  heaven,  in  the  audience  of  his 
fervant  Mofes,  he  clearly  intimated  the  divine  excel- 
lencies of  his  own  nature  and  charafter.  At  other 
times,  names  are  ufed  to  fignify  the  honour,  re- 
putation, and  glory,  whereby  one  perfon  is  diftin- 
guiflied  from  others.  The  legiflator  of  Ifrael,  intend- 
ing to  celebrate  the  confummate  righteoufnefs,  and 
awful  majefty  of  the  Lord,  thus  begins  his  triumph- 
ant fong :  c  Becaufe  I  will  pubJilh  the  name  of  the 
•  Lord :  afcribe  ye  greatnefs  unto  our  Qod  f .*  The 
following  names,  by  which  the  Meffiah  was  charac- 
terized, may  be  confidered  in  both  thefe  fenfes  ;  for 
whilfl  they  defcribe  his  infinite  grandeur,  and  divine 

trfeftions,  they  announce  the  unrivalled  glory  of 
lis  dominion,  which  is  fuitable  to  the  incomparable 
qualifications  he  pofTefles.  In  this  view,  we  proceed 
to  confider  the  auguft  titles  attributed  to  our  glorious 
Redeemer,  which  he  mod  juftly  deferves ;  and  by 

*  Rev.  iii.  7,  f  Pcut,  *xxii.  3* 
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"which  we  are  inftru&ed  in  the  fupreme  excellence  of 

^  his  perfonal  chara&er,  and  extenfive  government. r 

The  name  firft  afcribed  to  him,  is, 

WoyderfuJ*  The  conftitution  of  our  Mediator's  per? 
fon  is  truly  wonderful,  in  which  are  united  the  Crear 
tor  and  the  creature,  the  infinite  God  and  finite  huT 
man  nature.  In  him  we  behold  the  mod  furprifing 
paradox,  the  greateft  myftery,  God  manifeft  in  the 
flefh,  which  will  for  ever  employ  the  admiring  con- 
temptation,  and  grateful  praifes,  of  all  the  redeeme4 
from  among  men.  We  pretend  not  to  explain  the 
impenetrable  myftery  of  his  eternal  Godhead,  and  his 
intimate  relation  to  the  Father  as  a  Son.  This  is  3 
fubjeft  by  far  too  fubjiifle  for  finite  ininds  to  under- 
ftand  and  comprehend ;  and,  therefore,  the  fcripture 
teacheth  us  to  reprefs  vain  curiofity  refpefting  this 
matter*  When,  <\9  a  prelude  to  his  future  manifeftaT 
tion  in  human  nature,  the  Son  of  God  appeared  to 
Manoah,  who  inquired  pf  him,  *  What  is  thy  name  ;* 
Jie  received  for  anfwer,  t  Why  alkeft  thou  after  my 

*  name,  feeing  it  is  fecret*,*  or  wonderful.  Anc| 
whei}  the  apoftle  John  beheld  him  in  vifion,  he  af- 
firms, that  *  he  had  a  name  written  which  no  man 

*  knew  but  he  himfelf  f  .' All  his  works  are  won- 
derful in  their  contrivance,  execution,  connexion, 
and  defign  j  Specially  the  work  of  man's  redemp- 
tion, whereby  God  is  highly  glorified,  fin  is  deftroy- 
ed,  and  finners  are  fyved.  In  the  contemplation  of 
thefe  things,  we  may  adopt  the  words  of  the  wife  man, 
4  I  beheld  all  the  works  of  Gqd— thqugh  a  wife  man 

*  thinjt  to  know  it,  yet  (hall  he  not  be  able  to  find 
4  it  I  ;•  and  then  exclaim,  in  the  words  of  the  apoftle 
Paul,  c  O  the  depth  of  the  riches  both  of  the  wifdom 


and  knowledge  of  Gpd  | 


!'    Of  the  works  of  the  Al- 


mighty men  are  Qften  ob  iged  to  acknowledge  their 
ignorance,  whilft  Jefus  Chrift  gives  to  his  difciples 

*  Ju^g«  xiii.  18.         f   Rev.  xix.  12.         J  Ecclef.  viii.  17, 
||   Rom.  xi.  33.  '     -, 
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the  mod  pleafing  encouragement,  by  alluring  them, 
that  what  they  know  not  now,  they  ihall  know  here* 
after.  Nor  is  his  word  lefs  wonderful  than  his  works. 
Admiring  multitudes,  in  the  days  of  our  Lord's  hu- 
piiliation,  wondered  at  the  gracious  words  that  pro- 
ceeded put  of  his  mouth :  they  were  aftoniflied  at  the 
fublime  truths  he  inculcated,  the  excellent  privileges 
he  defcribe^,  the  perfect  rules  which  he  delivered,  the 
exceeding  great  and  precious  promifes  that  he  utter- 
ed. All  thefe  he  ftamped  with  his  high  authority : 
he  connefted  them  together,  fo  as  to  form  one  com- 
plete fyftem  of  divine  truth ;  and  accompanied  them 
with  aftonifhing  energy  and  power,  for  accomplifhing 
the  mod  falutary  purpofes.— — With  humble  admira- 
tion, let  us  frequently  contemplate  the  glory  of  Jefus 
Chrift  exhibited  in  the  gofpel :  let  us  meditate  upon 
his  works,  and  talk  of  his  doings ;  and  diligently 
fearch  the  fcriptures,  wherein  the  wonders  of  his  afto- 

jiifhing  grace  are  recorded. Another  name  where* 

by  the  Mefliah  was  to  be  called,  is, 

Counfellor.  The  Hebrew  word  fignifies  not  one 
who  takes  counfel  or  advice,  but  one  who  gives 
counfel  to  others,  and  prudently  points  out  what  is 
proper  to  be  done.  The  Son  of  God,  the  great 
Teacher  and  King  of  his  church,  confults  not  with 
any  refpefttng  his  operations  and  defigns.  Who  hath 
known  his  iqind,  or,  being  his  counfellor,  hath  in- 
ftru&ed  him  ?  He  is  a  molt  able  and  faithful  Coun- 
fellor, in  all  the  affairs  relative  to  his  extehfive  em- 
pire :  '  Counfel,  faith  he,  is  mine,  and  foujid  wifdom : 

*  I  am  underftanding,  I  have  ftrength  ••     The  fpirit 

*  of  the  Lord,'  as  predi&ed,  '  refted  upon  him,  the 

*  fpirit  of  wifdom  and  underftanding,  the  fpirit  of 
4  counfel  and  might,  the  fpirit  of  knowledge,  and  of 

*  the  fear  of  the  Lordf.'  His  abilities  to  fupport 
this  character  are  unqueftionable ;  and  were  acknow- 
ledged by  multitudes,   during  his  refidence  upon 

f  Prov.  viii.  14.  f  -  f  Ifaiah  xi.  2. 
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earth,  who  reforted  to  him  for  advice,  on  very  dif- 
ficult and  momentous  points,  in  deciding  of  which 
he  difplayed  the  moil  exquifite  (kill,  and  conveyed 
the  moft  fatisfying  inftru&ion.  On  two  very  im- 
portant and  interefting  fubjefts,  as  to  which,  of  all 
others,  mankind  moft  needed  information,  hath  the 
wifdom  of  God  been  ple^fed  to  give  all  neceffary  di- 
rection :  the  one  refpefts  eternal  life  and  falvation ; 
the  other  relates  to  prefent  temper  and  conduft.  He 
hath  declared,  that  men  mud  come  to  him  for  life 
and  felicity ;  and  to  encourage  us  to  refort  to  him, 
he  invites  us  to  him  with  the  utmoft  tendernefs,  he 
laments  our  averfion«to  comply,  and  kindly  affures 
us  of  the  moft  welcome  reception.  To  correft  the 
miftakes,  and  remove  the  wrong  apprehensions,  which 
even  his  profeffing  people  are  apt  to  form  of  their  fpi- 
ritual  condition,  he  who  is  faithful  in  the  execution 
of  his  office,  gives  the  good  counfel  which  you  read, 
Rev.  iiif  18.  With  regard  to  our  prefent  temper  and 
conduct,  he  hath  prefcribed  the  moft  excellent  rules, 
which  approve  themfelves  to  men  of  good  underftand- 
ings,  and  new  hearts,  and  claim  their  approbation : 
he  hath  clearly  pointed  out  the  paths  of  righteoufnefs 
and  peace,  which  form  the  temper,  and  regulate  the 
conduft  of  his  difciples. — ~-If  you  want  advice  and 
direftion,  go  to  him  in  whom  dwelleth  all  the  trea- 
fures  of  wiftlom  and  knowledge,  that  he  may  acquaint 
you  with  God  and  yourfelves ;  that  he  may  open  to 
you  the  fource  of  all  thqfe  diforders  that  appear  in  the 
world ;  that  he  may  difelofe  the  fecret  fpring  fron* 
which  flow  all  the  bleffings  you  receive,  and  the  af- 
fii&ions  with  which  you  are  diftreffed;  that  he  may 
explain  to  you  all  the  profpe&s  whereby  you  are  re- 
vived, guide  you  by  his  counfel,  and  afterward  ren 
qeive  you  to  glory.  ■  The  third  defignation  given 
to  this  illuftrious  Perfon,  is, 

The  mighty  God.  This  glorious  chara&er  hath  a 
direft  reference  to  the  divine  nature  of  the  Meffiah,  to 
yrhom  it  juftly  belongs,  notwithftanding  he  was  a 

child 
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child  born.*  He  is  the  mighty  One,  upon  whom  our 
help  is  laid ;  the  King  of  glory ;  the  Lord  of  hofts, 
ftrong  in  battle;  the  Almighty,  without  whom  no- 
thing was  made  that  is  made,  and  who  upholdeth  all 
things  in  exiftence.  When  he  dwelt  among  men,  he 
performed  the  mod  aftonifhing  wonders :  being  put 
to  death  in  the  flefh,  he  was  declared  to  be  the  Son 
of  God  with  power,  by  his  refurre&ion  from  the 
dead ;  and  now,  in  his  exalted  (late,  he  exercifes  do* 
minion  over  heaven  and  earth.  Efpecially  hath  he 
difplayed  the  high  charafter  here  afcribed  to  him,  by 
his  conqueft  of  all  his  own  and  his  peoples  enemies ; 
who  are  fo  very  numerous,  that  they  are  compared  to 
bees ;  fo  very  ftrong,  that  they  are  fpoken  of  as  fierce 
lions ;  and  fo  very  fubtile,  that  they  are  likened  to 
tunning  ferpents.  He  hath  overcome  Satan,  our 
great  adverfary ;  deprived  him  of  his  dominion,  over* 
turned  the  foundations  of  his  kingdom,  releafed  thofe 
whom  he  had  taken  captive,  and  delivered  the  prey 
out  of  the  hand  of  the  mighty.  He  hath  fubdued  the 
ftrength  of  fin,  by  perfe&ly  obeying  the  law  of  God 
in  our  nature,  and  fuftaining  the  punifhment  due  to 
our  tranfgreflions.  He  hath  fpoiled  principalities  and 
powers,  and  made  a  fhew  of  them  openly,  triumphing 
over  them  on  his  crofs  :  and  vanquifhing,  in  all  his 
fvibje&s,  thofe  corrupt  lufts  that  war  againft  the  foul, 
he  brings  down,  in  their  hearts,  every  high  thing  that 
exalteth  itfelf  againft  him,  and  frustrates  all  the  at- 
tempts of  their  enemies  to  injure  them.  Having  con* 
quered  for  them,  he  will  make  them  more  than  con- 
querors,  in  due  time,  by  his  blood,  and  the  word  of 
his  teftimony.  Indeed  he  is  eminently  poflefled  of  all 
thofe  noble  qualifications  requifite  to  fdrm  a  mighty 
hero,  an  illuftrious  warrior;  fuch  as  greatnefs  of 
mind,  exquifite  (kill,  undaunted  fortitude,  invincible 
ftrength,  and  innumerable  triumphs  over  the  mighty 
and  terrible;  in  all  which,  as  a  man  of  war,,  he  is 

mod  confpicuous. Jefus  Chrift  being  the  mighty 

God,  affords  the  ftrongeftj  evidence,  that  he  is  able  to 

fave 
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fave  to  the  uttermoft.  Did  we  found  our  expe&a<* 
tions,  and  repofe  our  confidence,  on  created  powers 
we  fhould  juftly  dread  the  awfiil  curfe  denounced 
againft  thofe  who  truft  in  man,  and  make  flefh  their 
arm,  which  you  find  written,  Jeremiah  xvii;  5,  6. : 
whereas  contemplating  our  Saviour  as  the  mighty 
God*  how  cheerfully  may  we  confide  in  his  atone- 
ment, grace,  and  government !  Mod  juftly,  therefore  j 
does  it  become  us  to  magnify  the  Lord,  and  with  our 
fpirits  to  rejoice  in  God  our  Saviour.-^^The  fourth 
charafter  mentioned,  is$ 

The  evetkjling  FatbeK  The  nathe  of  Father  is 
fometimes  ufed  in  fcripture  to  denote  the  author  or 
caufe  from  which  any  thing  proceeds.  Thus  the  Al- 
mighty, to  convince  Job  of  his  imbecility  and  igno- 
rance, inquires,  among  other  things, '  Hath  the  rain 
*  a  fathet  *  ?  The  obvious  meaning  of  the  (Jueftion  is, 
By  what  caufe  or  principle  ift  nature  is  it  produced  ? 
In  this  fenfe*  Jefus  Chtifl  is  the  Father  of  all  his  fpi- 
ritual  poilerity,  in  as  much  as  he  is  the  Autb&r  of  their 
eternal  falvation,  and  from  him  they  derive  everlaft- 
ing  life*  Through  his  favour  and  appointment,  they 
enjoy  the  means  whereby  eternal  life  is  attained  :  he 
gratits  them  right  to  it,  in  their  juftification  to  life  by 
his  righteoufnefs :  he  conveys  thef  for  etaftes  of  it,  in 
thofe  bleffed  difcoveries  which  are  the  obje&s  of  their 
faith  and  hope :  he  gives  them  the  earnefts  of  his  Spi- 
rit ;  and,  in  due  time,  the  full  and  undiilurbed  pof- 
feffion.  Though  there  are  both  external  and  internal 
means  whereby  men  become  partakers  of  his  redemp* 
tion,  his  atonement  and  interceffion  are  the  only  me- 
ritorious caufe  whereby  it  was  obtained;  his  Holy 
Spirit,  and  glorious  power,  are  the  alone  efficient 
caufe  by  which  it.is  communicated.  From  the  Son 
of  God  proceeds  all  that  light  and  life,  wifdom  and 
ftrength,  peace  and  joy,  of  which  his  children  parti- 
cipate*  He  makes  them  partakers  of  a  divine  nature ; 

*  Job  xxxriii.  28. 
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he  renews  them  after  his  image ;  he  introduces  them 
into  the  fpiritual  world ;  he  writes  upon  them  the 
name  of  his  God ;  he  takes  care  of  their  interefts ; 
he  fupplies  their  wants ;  he  inftrutts  them  in  the  moft 
excellent  knowledge ;  he  preferves  them  from  evil, 
and  trains  them  up  for  an  eternal  inheritance  j  per- 
forming toward  them,  in  every  refpeft,  the  part  of  an 

aiFe&ionate  and  faithful  parent. Of  Mefliah  the 

prophet  affirms,  that  he  is  an  everlafting  Father.  He 
is  the  fame  yefterday,  to-day,  and  for  ever,  without 
beginning  of  days,  or  end  of  life.  He  was,  he  \s% 
and  he  is  to  come,  the  firft.and  the  lad.  Concerning 
himfelf  he  thus  fpeaks,  *  Before  Abraham  was,  I  am  •• 
4  The  Lord  pofleffed  him  in  the  beginning  of  his  way, 

*  before  his  works  of  6ld.    He  was  fet  up  from  ever- 

*  lading,  from  the  beginning,  or  ever  the  earth  was  f  .* 
juftly,  therefore,  did  the  prophet  Micah  affirm,  *  that 
4  his  going  forth  hath  been  of  old,  from  everlafting  J.* 
or  from  the  days  of  eternity.  He  is  alfo  an  everlaft- 
ing Father,  who  never  dies,  over  whom  death  hath 
not  dominion ;  who  never  ceafes  to  ftand  in  this  en- 
dearing relation  to  all  his  children ;  and  who  never 
leaves  them  deftitute  of  his  paternal  care,  and  com- 
fortable prefence.  The  happy  number  of  his  fpiritual 
offspring  are  always  increafmg :  his  family  is  con- 
tinually enlarging :  in  confequence  of  which,  race  un- 
to race  fhall  praile  his  name,  which  {hall  be  gratefully 
remembered  throughout  all  generations;.— ~— From 
the  eternity  of  Jefus  Chrift  as  a  Father,  we  joyfully 
infer  the  perpetuity  of  his  children.  This  agreeable 
conclufion  we  are;  taught  by  the  prophet  Habakkuk, 
4  Art  not  thou  from  everlafting,  O  Lord  my  God, 
4  mine  holy  One?  we  (hail  not  die  [|.f  Thy  fpiritual 
poflerity  fhall  continue  for  ever  upon  earth  (we  exult 
in  the  profpedt).    4  Inftead  of  thy  fathers  fhall  be  thy 

*  children,  whom  thou  mayeft  make  princes  in  all  the 
4  earth  §.     The  children  of  thy  fervants  fhall  contU 

#  John  wii.  58.  +  Prov.  viii.  22,  23*  %  Mjcah  v.  2% 

I  Hab,  i.  iz.  f  Pfal.  xlv.  1$. 
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c  nue,  and  their  feed  (hall  be  eftablifhed  before  thee  •/ 
One  generation  (hall  arifc  after  another,  while  the  fun 
and  the  moon  endure :  and  when  we  retire  from  this 
world3  if  we  belong  to  thy  divine  family,  we  (hall 
eternally  live  with  Gbd,  in  the  enjoyment  of  ineffably 
glory  and  felicity, — ■ — The  lad  title  here  afcribed  to 
Jefus  Chrift,  is, 

The  Prince  of  peace.  In  both  the  Old  and  New 
Teftaments  the  Meffiah  is  frequently  fpoken  of  as  a 
Prince,  a  name  which  juftly  belongs  to  him,  on  ac* 
count  of  the  royal  majefty  in  which  he  is  inverted, 
?uid  the  fupreme  dignity  and  authority  to  which 
he  is  exalted.  Under  this  defcription  he  was  an* 
cientiy  foretold  by  the  prophet  Ezekiel,  in  thefe 
words ;  4 1  the  Lord  will  be  their  God,  and  my  fervant 
'  David  a  prince  among  themfl'  This  predi&ion 
relates  not  to  David,  the  Son  of  Jefle,  but  to  Jefus 
Chrift,  who  is  fometimes  called  by  the  name  of  that 
patriarch,  as  will  be  evident  by  comparing  the  pafiage 
cited,  with  Chap,  xx^vii.  35.  of  the  fapne  prophecy, 
where  God  promts  that  his  fervant  David  (hall  be 
prince  of  Jfrael  for  ever.  The  prophet  Daniel  (peaks 
of  him  in  the  charatter  of  Meffiah  the  Prince,  and 
the  Prince  of  God's  people.  In  the  New  Teftament 
he  is  called  *  the  Prince  of  life  \  %'  the  Prince  of  the 
kings  of  the  earth,  from  whom  all  the  potentates  of 
the  world  receive  their  crowns  and  their  kingdoms, 
by  whqfe  permiffion  they  govern  their  fubjeSs,  and 
to  whom  they  are  accountable  for  the  ex^rctfe  of  their 
regal  power.  In  this  exalted  character  he  (hines  with 
unrivalled  glory.  Having  afcended  his  celeftial  throne, 
and  being  crowned  with  glory  and  honour,  he  is  pro* 
claimed  King  of  kings,  and  Lord  of  lords :  inverted 
with  the  enfigjis  of  royalty,  and  princely  dominion, 
he  obtains  the  moft  wonderful  conquefts,  he  confers 
the  moft  liberal  donations,  he  enafts  the  moft  excel* 
lent  laws,  and  at  laft  he  will  execute  judgment  upon 

*  Ffal.  ciit  28,  \  E?ck.  ^xxiv.  24.         %  A&s  iii.  15. 
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all  according  to  their  works.— —In  the  words  before 
us,  this  great  Perfon  is  defigned  Prince  of  peace.  As 
the  infallible  Teacher  of  mankind,  he  preached  peace 
to  them  that  were  afar  off,  and  to  them  that  were 
nigh:  as  the  great  High-prieft  over  the  houfe  of 
God,  he  obtained  peace  to  his  people,  by  the 
precious  blood  he  fhed  upon  the  crofs :  and  as  the 
gracious  King  of  Zion,  ha  creates  peace,  by  the  fruit 
of  the  lips ;  /.  e.  by  the  miniftry  of  the  gofpel,  he 
actually  beftows  this  ineftimable  bleffing  upon  his  in* 
numerable  happy  fubje&s*  Having  obtained  for  his 
people  the  pardon  of  their  fins,  and  grace  to  enable 
them  to  refill  its  power,  he  grants  them  reconcilia- 
tion with  God,  whom  they  had  offended ;  thus  ter- 
minating the  deftru&ive  war  that  fin  had  kindled  be- 
tween God  and  man.  He  gives  them  peace  with  their 
own  confciences,  with  which  they  were  at  variance ; 
peace  with  one  another,  among  whom  difcord  had 
arifen ;  and  peace  with  the  whole  creation,  which 
afted  in  hoftility  toward  man,  who  had  rifen  up  in  re- 
bellion againft  God.  In  few  words,  this  comprehen- 
five  blefling  includes  every  thing  neceffary  to  the  feli- 
city and  comfort  of  his  pebple. Would  you,  my 

brethren,  experience  true  bleffednefs  ?  Submit  your- 
felves  to  the  mild  government,  and  gentle  admini- 
ftration  of  this  peaceable  Prince,  and  let  his  righteous 
dominion  afford  you  ground  of  joy  and  triumph.  Place 
your  happinefs  not  in  the  tranfitory,  unfatisfying  en- 
joyments of  this  ptefent  world,  but  in  the  pofleffion 
of  that  facred  peace  which  the  Lord  Jefus  Chrift 
came  from  heaven  to  negotiate  and  eflablifh  jipon 
earth,  whereby  his  glory,  and  the  bed  interests  of 

men,  are  greatly  advanced. Thefe  are  the  peculiar 

chara&ers  here  afligned  to  the  MefTiah,  whofe  illus- 
trious appearance  is  foretold.  In  every  view  in  which 
he  is  exhibited,  you  behold  confummate  excellence, 
and  aftonifhing  grace,  which  open  a  variety  of  fources, 
from  whence  proceed  the  mod  falutary  inftru&ions, 
and  the  moil  refreshing  confolations. 

1  Of 
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7  Of  the  increafe  of  bis  government  and  peace 
there  Jhall  be  no  end,  upon  the  throne  of  David, 
iand  upon  his  kingdom,  to  order  it,  and  to  efta- 
blifh  it  with  judgment  and  with  juftice,  frotn 
henceforth  even  for  ever :  the  zeal  of  the  Lord 
of  hofts  will  perform  this. 

• 

In  this  verfe  feverai  remarkable  properties  of  the  go- 
vernment of  the  Prince  of  peace  are  mentioned,  wor- 
thy of  particular  attention.— —The  vaft  amplitude, 
and  growing  extent,  of  the  Mefliah's  kingdom  firll 
requires  to  be  confidered.  Its  increafing  magnitude, 
and  progrefs  toward  maturity,  is  beautifully  reprefent- 
ed  in  the  parable,  wherein  it  is  compared  to  a  grain 
of  muftard-feed,  which,  though  one  of  the  lead  of 
feeds,  foon  becometh  a  large  tree,  fo  that  the  birds  of 
the  air  lodge  in  the  branches  thereof.  When  the 
word  of  the  kingdom  was  firft  fown  in  Judea,  by  a 
few  illiterate  perfons,  who  had  followed  the  mean* 
eft  employments,  its  appearance  was  contemptible, 
and  its  influence  feemed  for  fome  time  impercep- 
tible. This  fmall  feed,  however,  foon  fprung  up, 
through  the  bleffing  of  God,  increafed  exceedingly, 
and  fpread  through  the  whole  world,  bringing  forth 
much,  fruit  to  the  divine  glory.  Falling  into  the  good 
and  honed  heart,  prepared  for  its  reception,  it  quickly 
became  confpicuous  for  ftrength,  beauty,  and  fertility, 
fo  that  all  nations  reforted  under  its  fhadow.  Like 
leaven  mixed  with  meal,  which  communicates  its  in- 
fluence to  the  whole  tnafs,  the  word  of  the  kingdom, 
by  its  benign  operation,  diffufed  itfelf  through  the 
riling  government  of  the  Son  of  God :  it  penetrated 
the  heart;  it  enlightened  the  underftanding ;  it  warm- 
ed the  affettions ;  it  infpired  with  like  precious  faith 
and  obedience ;  and  fo  aflimilated  his  fubjefts  to  one 
another,  that  they  became  one  bread  and  one  body ; 
whilft,  by  an  invifible  energy,  it  fpread  throughout 
cities  and  nations.  The  kingdom  of  Jefus  Chrift 
commenced  foon  after  his*  refurredion  j  and,  from 

that 
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that  memorable  period,  is  continually  advancing  to* 
Ward  the  perfection  it  (hall  attain  at  the  contamina- 
tion of  all  things.  By  means  of  fucceflive  great 
events,  in  many  refpe&s  fimilar  and  conne&ed  with 
one  another,  it  is  enlarged  and  eftablifhed ;  and, 
therefore,  in  fcripture,  they  are  called  the  coming  of 
Chrift's  kingdom.  The  firft  to  which  I  refer,  was, 
the  miniflry  of  the  apoftles,  by  whom  its  foundations 
were  laid,  and  its  interefts  highly  advanced,  among 
the  Jews,  the  Samaritans,  and  the  Gentiles,  fpoken  or 
under  this  defcription,  Matth.  xvi.  28.  The  fecond 
event  happened  under  the  reign  of  Conftantine,  when 
the  Heathen  Roman  empire  was  overturned,  and  the 
church  of  God,  delivered  from  perfecution,  was  per- 
mitted to  enjoy  external  tranquillity,  mentioned  in 
the  fixth  chapter  of  the  Revelation.  The  third  (hall 
be  accompliihed  by  the  abolition  of  the  power  of  An- 
tichrift,  foretold  in  the  feventh  chapter  of  the  book  of 
Daniel.  The  fourth  and  laft  event,  is,  the  appearance 
of  the  Lord  Jefus  Chrift  to  the  final  judgment,  which, 
with  peculiar  propriety,  is  called  his  coming  in  his 
kingdom.  By  each  of  thefe  remarkable  incidents,  the 
government  of  Meffiah  is  increafed.  The  means  em- 
ployed for  this  purpofe,  were,  the  miraculous  powers 
conferred  upon  the  firft  Chriflians  ;  the  diftinguifh- 
ed  abilities  of  many  converts  to  Chriftianity ;  their 
indefatigable  attivity  and  zeal  in  propagating  the 
gofpel  j  their  eminent  piety,  and  holy  lives,  whereby 
they  vindicated  their  profeffion  from  the  abfurd  cavils 
of  their  adverfaries :  to  which  I  muft  add,  the  in- 
vincible  fortitude  and  patience,  with  which  they  fuf- 
tained  the  mod  excruciating  fufferings.  In  this  man- 
ner hath  the  kingdom  of  Jefus  Chrift  been  enlarged : 
and  being  allured  that  its  increafe  (hall  have  no  end,  we 
look  forward,  with  hope  and  joy,  to  that  happy  pe- 
riod, when  the  found  of  the  gofpel  fhall  be  heard  un- 
to the  ends  of  the  world ;  when  it  fhall  be  again 
preached  with  the  Holy  Ghoft  fent  down  from  hea- 
ven ;  when  myftical  Babylon  fhall  fall,  the  jews  be 
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brought  in,  with  the  fulnefs'  of  the  Gentile  nations  \ 
when  the  power  of  godlinefs  (hall  appear  in  the  tem- 
pers and  lives  of  multitudes,  the  love  of  God  and 
rtian,  and  the  pra&ice  of  righteoufnefs  fhall  prevail 
through  all  the  earth.  This  profperous  condition  of 
(Jhrift's  kingdom  here  below,  fhall  be  fucceeded  by  a 
far  more  glorious  ftate  in  heaven,  when,  having 
reached  its  perfe&ion,  it  fhall  flourifh  through  inv 
mortal  ages.-^— — Come,  Lord  Jefus,  coirie  quickly ; 
and  fulfil  all  thy  promifes,  advance  thy  kingdom  of 
grace,  and  haften  the  manifeftation  of  thy  kingdom 
in  glory.— ^-*-This  prophecy  likewife  gives  the  ftrong- 
efl  aflurance,  that 

Of  the  inercafe  of  his  peace  thcM  fhall  be  no  end. 
Peadd,  in  the  facred  writings,  oft-times  denotes  free- 
dom frorii  afts  of  hoftility,  and  all  manner  of  difturb- 
ance,  accompanied  with  the  enjoyment  of  the  moft 
agreeable  tranquillity,  iliward  ferenity  of  mind,  and 
dutward  quietnefs  of  condition.  The  apoftle  James* 
inquiring  into  the  caufea  from  which  wars  and  fight* 
ings  proceed,  determines,  without  hefitation,  that 
they  arife  from  mens  lufts,  which  War  in  their  mem- 
bers. Corrupt  difpofitions  are  the  caufes  of  thofe  com- 
motions that  arife  in  the  mind,  ancl  of  thofe  terrible 
convulfions  by  which  kingdom?  have  been  overturned, 
and  mankind  diftrefled.  Thefe  are  the  Jonahs,  that 
raifeth  the  ftorm ;  thefe  are  the  Achans,  that  troubleth 
fociety.  To  reftore  tranquillity  to  the  mind,  thefe  run- 
aways from  God  muft  be  thrown  overboard ;  thefe 
troublef s  of  Ifrael  muft  be  deftroyed ;  then  reft  and 
quietnefs  will  happily  fucceed.  To  allay  thofe  tu- 
multuous paflions  whereby  the  minds  of  men  are  agi- 
'tated,  to  remove  the  fenfe  of  guilt  with  which  they 
are  diftrefled,  to  difpel  thofe  alarming  fears  of  judg- 
ment by  which  they  have  been  terrified,  the  Prince 
of  peace  publifhes  the  joyful  tidings,  that  God's  an- 
ger is  turned  ayray ;  that  fin  is  expiated,  reconcilia- 
tion is  made  for  iniquity,  and  everlafting  righteouf- 
nefs brought  in,  the  efleft  of  which  is  quietnefs  and 
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^flurance  for  ever*  This  is  the  door  by  which  peace* 
that  pafleth  all  underftanding,  enters  into  the  heart : 
this  is  the  way  that  leads  into,  the  kingdom  of  God ; 
which  confiiletb  in  righteoufnefs  and  peace,,  and  joy 
in  the  Holy  Ghoft.  With  peace  the  Son,  of  God 
blelfeth  his  people :  he  extendeth  it  to  them  in  abun- 
dance, even  as  a  river;  he  fpeaketh  peace  to  them; 
he  calleth  them  to  peace ;  he  commandeth  them  to 
live  in  peace ;  alluring  them,  that  the  God  of  love  and 
peace  fliall  be  with  them.  He -powerfully  reftrains 
thofe  unruly  paffions  which  difturb  peace  with  God, 
with  their  own  confidences,  and  with  their  brethren : 
he  knits  together  their  hearts  in  the  bond  of  love ;  he 
fills  them  with  the  fruits  of  the  Spirit,  and  inclines 
them  to  live  in  unity  and  peace.  This  blefled  temper 
is  the  diftinguifhing  badge  whereby  they  know  one 
another,  and  by  which  ft  rangers  know  to  what  fociety 
they  belong :  '  By  this  (hall  all  men  know  that  ye  are 
*  my  difciples,'  faith  Jefus  Chrift,  *  if  ye  have  love 
<  one  to  another  V  To  engage  them  with  the  great- 
ell  affiduity  to  cultivate  this  facred  concord,  the  molt 

powerful  arguments  are  laid  before  them. Great 

then  rauft  be  the  peace  of  Mefiiah's  fubjects,  as  we  fee 
mod  illuftrioufly  exemplified  after  his  afcenfion  into 
heaven,  when  thofe  who  were  formerly  bitter  enemies 
to  one  another,  were  of  one  heart  and  one  foul, '  So 
confpicuous  was  the  afie&ion  that  reigned  among 
Chriftians  in  primitive  times,  that  their  enemies  re- 
marked, that  they  loved  one  another.  And  though, 
in  latter  times,  it  hath  been  faid,  that  Chriftians  have 
juft  religion  enough  to  make  them  hate  one  another; 
yet  this  reproach  fhall  ere  long  be  wiped  away,, when 
the  fpirit  and  power  of  godlinefs  fliall  again  happily 
prevail.  Nor  (hall  the  peace  of  Chrilt's  kingdom  have 
$m  end ;  for  when  it  (hall  arrive  at  its  full  completion 
in  heaven,  all  its  innumerable  fubje&s  fhall  for  ever 
gnjoy  uninterrupted  tranquillity  in  the  higheft  perfec- 

*  John  xiii.  35, 
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tion.— — You  who  profefs  to  be  fubje&s  of  the  Re- 
deemer, cherifh,  I  befeech  you,  coAcord  and  good 
agreement  among  yourfelves,  and  beware  of  ftrife 
and  contention.  Tou  are  brethren ;  fee  that  you  fall 
not  out  by  the  way.  If  you  are  the  hbufe  of  Chrift, 
in  which  he  means  to  take  up  his  refidence,  take  heed 
that  you  fet  it  not  on  fire  by  animofities  and  quar- 
Tels.  If  he  hath  taken  you  from  among  the  Gen- 
tiles, to  be  a  people  for  his  name,  remember,  that  a 
divided,  wrangling  people  can  never  be  an  honour  to 
the  Prince  of  peace.— *— Let  us  next  contemplate 
the  feat  of  his  empire : 

Upon  the  throne  of  David,  and  upon  his  kingdom.  A 
throne  is  frequently  attributed  to  the  Son  of  God  in 
fcripture,  from  whence  he  difplays  his  glory,  and  at- 
tends to  the  fuppiications  of  his  people.  A  kingdom 
is  likewife  afcribed  to  him,  over  which  he  prefides, 
conftituted  of  all  who  yield  fubjeftion  to  him  as  their 
Lord,  toward  whom  he  afts  as  their  gracious  Sove- 
reign. The  throne  and  kingdom  here  meant,  are 
not  to  be  Kterally,  but  figuratively  underflood ;  not 
of  fhofe  once  occupied  by  the  fon  of  JefTe,  which 
were  typical  of  the  fpiritunl  throne  and  kingdom  of 
Jefus  Chrift  that  he  ere&s  in  the  hearts  of  his  people, 
where  he  reigns  by  his  power  and  grace,  the  glory 
whereof  is  reprefented  in  the  gofpel,  and  {hat!  be  con- 
fummated  at  the  laft  day.  The  throne  and  kingdom 
here  intended,  is  diftinguifhed  by  the  name  of  David, 
which  is  one  of  the  names  given  to  the  MeiTiah,  of 
whom  that  renowned  patriarch  was  an  eminent  type* 
David,  the  fervant  of  the  Lord,  was  anointed  king 
bver  his  people  Ifrael,  in  Jerufalem ;  Jefus  Chrift,  the 
Fervant  of  Jehovah,  was  anointed,  with  the  oil  of 
gladnefs,  king  over  the  whole  Ifrael  of  God,  in  the 
New  Jerufalem*  All  the  promifes  made  to  David 
were  completely  verified  to  Jefus  Chrift,  who,  de- 
scending from  him  according  to  thfc  ftelh,  lite  ral- 
ly had  right  to  the  throne  and  kingdom  of  his  fa- 
ther.    The  throne  and  kingdom  here  fpoken  of, 
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are  not  of  this  world ;  they  are  not  of  earthly  origin, 
nor  take  their  rife  from  human  compact  or  agreement, 
but  proceed  entirely  from  God.     They  are  not  de- 
signed to  promote  earthly  purpofes,  but  for  recover* 
ing  mankind  from  ignorance,  error,  and  fin,  and 
re-uniting  them  to  God,  as  their  rightful  Sovereign, 
and  chief  good.    They  are  fupported  not  by  worldly, 
but  by  fpiritual  means ;  by  prayer,  by  manifeftation 
of  the  truth,  by  ftrength  of  evidence,  by  convi&ion 
of  the  judgment,  and  the  conqueft  of  the  heart.   Nor 
does  the  government  of  Jefus  Chrift  interfere  with 
the  interefts  of  earthly  kingdoms.    His  do&rines  and 
precepts,  far  from  being  hoftile  to  civil  government, 
or  freeing  fubje&s  of  their  allegiance  to  their,  lawful 
*  rulers,  inculcate  obedience  to  their  jufl  commands ; 
his  title  to  his  throne  is  not  incompatible  with  the 
rights  of  earthly  princes,  nor  his  power  with  their  le- 
g^l  authority  over  their  fubje&s,  whom  he  requires  to 
render  unto  C&far  the  things  that  are  Caefar's,  and 
unto  God  the  things  that  are  God's.   From  all  which 
we  learn,  that  the  genuine  fubje&s  of  MeiCah's  king* 
dom  are,  like  their  Mailer,  not  of  this  world  *•     In 
their  temper  and  conduct  they  are  not  conformed  to 
it,  but  transformed  by  the  renewing  of  their  mindst 
Their  condition,  in  this  life,  alfo  is  like  that  of  their 
Lord-;   for  as  he  was,  fo  are  they,  in  this  world, 
Grangers  and  pilgrims  upon  the  earth,  looking  for  an- 
other and  better  country,  that  is  an  heavenly.— —Once 
more,  let  us  confider  the  order,  (lability,  and  perpe- 
tuity of  the  kingdom  of  Jefus  Chrift,  which  are  thus 
exprefled : 

To  order  //,  and  to  eftablijh  it  with  judgment  y  and 
with  jujiice^  from' henceforth  even  for  ever.  The  Son 
of  God,  by  whom  all  things  confift,  hath  eftablifhed ' 
a  beautiful  order  in  fociety,  which  becomes  either 
happy  or  miferable  according  as  that  order  is  obferved 
or  violated.     In  the  new  creation,  he  bath  reftored 

#  John  xv.  19. 
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that  harmony  and  proportion  which  fin  hath  univer. 
fally  difturbed  among  mankind.     He  reftores  to  or- 
der the  temple  of  the  human  heart,  once  remarkable 
for  the  exquifitely  fine  difpofition  of  all  its  faculties, 
which  regularly  obferved  their  offices,  and  perform* 
ed  their  various  operations.   He  difpofes  all  his  faith* 
ful  fubje&s  to  refpeft  things  according  to  the  order 
wherein  he  hath  placed  them,  and  to  give  them  pre- 
cedence in  their  afteftion  and  prattice  according  to 
their  intrinfic  excellence  and  real  utility.  Hence,  when 
lifting  under  the  influence  of  his  inftru&ions,  they  pre- 
fer heaven  to  earth,  a  general  to  a  particular  good,  a 
fpiritual  to  a  temporal,  an  eternal  to  a  prefent  bene- 
fit, they  obey  God  rather  than  man,  and  fo  affort 
his  law?  that  proper  regard  may  be  given  to  each 
agreeable  to  its  importance.     He  hath  appointed  a 
comely  fubordinatipn  of  condition  and  flation  in  his 
kingdom,  affigning  to  every  one  his  proper  place  and 
duty,  to  which  he  direfts  them  carefully  to  attend, 
requiring  drift  regard  to  order  in  fpending  precious 
time,  in  exercifipg  difcipline,  in  waiting  upon  his  or- 
dinances, and  in  dire&ing  our  footfteps  in  his  word. 
The  ruin  of  nations  and  ftates  hath  often  originated 
from  the  diforder  and  confufion  that  hath  arifen 
among  the  people,  which,  in  fome  inftances,  have 
terminated  iji  their  definition.     From  this  circum- 
fiance,  in  conjun&ion  with  others,  the  kingdom   of 
our  Lord  derives  (lability.  Thus  he  continually  adjofta 
and  orders  all  its  concerns  with  confummate  wifdom 

and  equity.- With  judgment  andjvftice*   Thefe  fewa 

words  are  frequently  joined  together  in  fcripture, 
where  they  are  ufed  in  different  fenfes,  which  I  (hall 
not  flay  at  prefent  to  point  out.  In  the  paffage  be- 
fore us,  judgment  may  denote  a  clear  apd  accurate 
knowledge  of  what  ought  to  be  done)  and  being 
afcribed  to  a  perfon  clothed  with  fupreme  authority  ^  it 
may  farther  include  the  trial  and  difedvery  of  the  true 
ftate  of  every  matter  coming  under  his  cognizance. 
Juftice  may  be  intended  tp  exprefs  the  fubfequent  de- 
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terminatiph  formed  according  to  the  perfed  rule  of 
equity,  for  the  punithmeAt  of  tranfgreflbrs,  and  the 
encouragement  of  patient  continuance  in  Well-doing. 
The  deilru&iori  of  dates  and  empires  hath  often  pro- 
ceeded from  the  negleft.  of  the  proper  distribution  of 
juftice,  and  the  right  dxercife  of  judgment ;  whereas 
judgment  and  juftice  are  the  grand  pillars  whereby 
our  Lord's  throne  and  kingdom  are  fuppprted,  and 

therefore  they  (hail  be  eftabliftied  for  ever. The 

everlafting  duration  of  th$  government  of  the  Son  of 
God  is  expreffed  in  thefe  words;  From  henceforth  and 

for  ever.  The  kingdoms  of  this  world,  not  like  the 
kingdom  of  our  Lord,  continue  only  for  a  limited 
time :  after  they  have  attained  the  zenith  of  their 
glory,  they  foon  begin  to  decline,  and  ere  long  are 
loft  in  the  revolutions  of  time*  Prior  to  the'eftablifh- 
ment  and  wide  extenfion  of  the  government  of  Jefus 
Chrift,  four  great  empires,  befide  the  nation  of  Iirael, 

Jiicceflively  ilourifhed*  decayed,  and  mouldered  away : 
I  mean  the  Babylonian,  the  Perfian,  the  Grecian,  and 
the  Roiftatt.  The  principles  which  operated  t6  their 
downfal  and  deftru&ion  were  interwoven  in  their 
very  conftitution,  and  never  ceafed  to  aft  until  they 
produced  their  ruinous  effects*  Not  fo  the  dominion 
of  the  Son  of  God,  which  is  eftabliflied  with  judgment 
and  juftice,  that  (hall  perpetuate  its  duration  through 
immortal  ages.  His  dominion  is  an  everlafting  do- 
minion, which  (hall  not  pais  away,  and  his  kingdom 
{hall  not  b<?  deftroyed.  His  throne  is  for  ever,  and 
men  (hall  fear  him  as  long  as  the  fun  and  moon  en-* 
dure,  throughout  all  generations.  Eternity  adds  a 
peculiar  luftre  to  our  Lord's  government,  and  un- 
fpeakably  advances  the  felicity  of  his  fubjefts-;  and, 
therefore,  is  once  and  again  mentioned  in  this  verfe— 
of  it  there  ihall  be  no  end,  and  it  (hall  be  from  hence- 
forth and  for  ever. 

The  zeal  of  the  Lord  of  hojis  will  perform  this.  Zeal 
is  a  mixed  paffion,  in  which  love,  grief,  and  anger, 
are  united.     It  comprehends  ardent  affection  and  fo- 

licitous 
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Hcitous  concern  for  the  welfare  of  itsobjeft,  unfeign- 
ed grief  and  forf5W  when  it  is  oppofcd  or  injured, 
accompanied  with  ftrong  expreflions  of  diipleafure 
and  indignation  againft  whatever  might  counteract 
the  defign  it  hath  in  view  to  accomplish.  Properly 
fpeaking,  it  is  not  any  particular  affe&ion  or  difpofi- 
tion,  but  a  quality  of  which  every  other  grace  ought 
to  be  poftefled,  or  rather  an  eifential  ingredient  necef- 
fary  to  their  vigorous  exercife*  In  men  it  becomes 
laudable  or  culpable,  and  is  approved  or  cenfured  in 
fcripture,  according  as  it  is  well  at  ill  dire£ted,  ter- 
minating  upon  proper  or  improper  obje&s»  When 
attributed  to  God,  as  in  the  words  we  are  confider- 
Ing,  it  may  denote  his  infinite  love  and  tender  regard 
for  the  fjacred  interefis  of  his  kingdom  and  glory,  his 
grief  and  jtlft  difpleafure  awakened  by  every  thing 
that  might  retard  or  oppofc  their  eftabhfhment,  pro- 
sperity, and  perpetuity.  Apply  this  description  of 
zeal  to  the  fubjeft  before  u^^  and  then  we  may  fup> 
pofe  this  to  be  the  import  of  the  prophet's  expreffion* 
f  he  glory  of  God's  great  name,  his  fahhfulnefe  pledg- 
ed in  his  promifes,  and  his  ardent  defire  to  ad vance 
the  happinefs  of  his  people,  fecure  the  exaft  fulfilment 
of  the  joyful  predi&ions  contained  in  this  and  the 
preceding  verfe.  He  who  hath  faid,  will  perform  ; 
he  who  lath  fpoken,  will  make  it  good.  He  is  the 
Lord  of  hofts,  to  whom  the  whole  creation  is  fubjefk, 
who  difpofes  of  all  creatures  and  events  according  to 
his  pleafure ;  and,  therefore,  no  obftru&ion,  no  power 
however  great,  can  poffibly  hinder  the  accomplifh- 
ment  of  thefe  glorious  things  which  the  Almighty 
hath  foretold  by  his  fervant  Ifaiah.— — — May  the  zeal 
of  the  Lord  of  hofts  to  perform  this  that  he  hath 
promifed,  infpire  each  of  us  with  a  warm  and  a&ive 
zeal  to  promote  the  interefts  of  the  Redeemer's  king* 
doin,  by  the  lively  exercife  of  every  good  difpofition, 
and  the  faithful  performance  of  every  commanded 
duty,  that,  in  this  manner,  we  may  become  workers 
together  with  God.     Let  us  cordially  fubjeft  our- 
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felves  to  x>ur  eternal  Sovereign,  humbly  fubmitting 
our  underftandings  to  hig  truths,  our  wills  to  his 
laws,  our  interefts-  to  his  management,  cheerfully 
confecrating  our  whole  lives  to  his  fervice  and  obe- 
dience. c  O  Lord  our  God,  other  lords  beiides  thee 
4  have  had  dominion  over  us :  but  by  thee  only  will 
c  we  make  mention  of  thy  i&me  #.  Ye  are  not  your 
c  own ;  for  ye  are  bought  with  a  price :  therefore 
€  glorify  God  in  your  body,  and  in  ypur  fpirit,  which 
€  are  God's  f.f  To  this  end,  may  the  living  Godt 
for  the  fake  of  his  Son  Jefus  Chrift,  richly  blefs  to 
us  the  truths  which  we  have  now  heard,  that  they 
may  bring  forth  in  us,  through  the  benign  influence 
of  the  Holy  Ghoft,  the  fruits  of  holinefs  and  righ- 
teoufnefs,  that,  in  the  hours  of  fuflfering  and  interval* 
of  joy,  in  life  and  death,  we  may  derive  from  his  go- 
vernment, ft  rength,  and  comfort,  andbleffing.  Amen  {• 

.* 

8  1[  The  Lord  fent  a  word  into  Jacob,  and 

it  hath  lighted  upon  Ifrael. 

In  the  third  feftion  of  his.  difcourfe,  which  com- 
mences with  thefe  words,  the  prophet  proceeds  to  ex* 
poftulate  with  the  Ephraimites  refpe&ing  the  various 
crimes  of  which  they  were  guilty,  and  to  fhew  the 
equity  and  certainty  of  the  puniftiments  threatened  to 
be  infli&ed  upon  thefe  accounts.— —The  vecfe  now 
read  may  be  confidered  as  introdudory  to  this  fub* 
je£k,  in  which  that  people  are  reminded  of  the  inefti* 
mable,  diftinguilhing  favour  they  had  received  from 
God.   The  Lord  fent  a  word  into  Jacob.   To  the  pot^e* 

#  Ifaiah  xxvi.  13.  +  1  Cor.  vi.  20. 

J  The  Author,  in  lecturing  through  this  prophecy,  difcourfed 
at  more  than  ordinary  length  on  a  number  of  paflages,  of  which 
the  one  now  finifhed  may  be  confidered  as  a  fpecimen.  Judging  it 
unncceflary  to  alter  the  form  in  which  thefe  Lectures  were  delivered, 
and  hoping  that  the  more  copious  illuftration  of  fome  remarkable 
places  of  this  facred  book  may  be  acceptable .  to  the  Reader,  he 
makes  no  apology  for  following  out  hig  original  plan. 

rity 


53$  LECTURES  ciri  fflrf       GnA^tSL 

rity  of  that  great  patriarch,  which  ftitt  continued 
to  bear  his  name,  >  God  was  gracioufly  pleafed  to  a£ 
ford  the  revelation  of  his  will,  which  is  fometimes 
emphatically  called  &  word.  Though  it  is  comprifed 
in  fev^ral  books,  and  contains  a  law  that  is  exceeding 
broad,,  yet  becaufe  of  the  intimate  connexion  and 
perfeft  harmony  of  all  the  parts  of  which  it  -is  com' 
pofed,  tand  the  unity  of  defign  that  pervades  the 
whole  fyftem, .  it  is.  fpoken  of  as  a  word,  from  which 
no  part  can f  be  taken  away,  and  to  which  nothing  can 
be  added*  Uftlefs  its  fignification  and  ufefulnefs  is  either 
much  injured,  or  totally  changed*  For  the  precious 
donation  of  this  word*  the  highly  favoured  people  to 
whom  it  was  fent,  by  the  miniftry  of  the  prophets* 
were  invited  to  pfaife  the  Lord:  SHe  fheweth  his 

*  word  unto  Jacob,  his  ftatutes  aiid  his  judgments 

*  unto  Ifrael.  He  hath  not  dealt  fo  with  any  nation  3 
4  and  as  for  his  judgments,  they  have  not  known 

*  them.  Praife  ye  the -Lord  V  The  tford,  6f  which 
Ifaiah  here  fpeaks,  denotes,  more  particularly,  the  mef* 
fages  delivered  by  his  cotemporaries,  Hofea  and  Amos, 
as  well  as  thofe  which  he  himfelf  publrfhed^  by  the 
command  of  God,  to  the  Ephraimites,  the  pofterity 
of  Jacob,  in  which  awful  judgments  were  denounced 
againft  them,  on  account  of  the  highly  aggravated 
tranfgreffions  they  committed.  In  this  limited  fenfe 
our'  prophet'  ufes  the  expreifion,  in  the  iAeffage  that 
he  fent  to  king  Hezekiah  refpecting  Sennacherib: 
4  This  is  the  word  that  the  Lord  hath  fpoken  con- 
'  cerning  himf.  And,  in  the  paffage  before. us,  it 
feems  requifite  to  explain  it  in  the  fame  reftricted 
meaning,  as  being  more  efpecially  intended. 

.And  it  hath  lighted  upon  Ifrael.  The  words  are 
metaphorical ;  and  may  allude  to  the  practice  of 
(hooting  an  arrow,  throwing  a  dart  or  other  wea- 
pon, with  the  defign  of  hitting  the  object  that  is 
aimed  at.     Or  the  exprefiion  may  refer  to  what  hap- 

*  Pfal.  cxlvti.  19,  2C.  f  Ifaiah  xxxvli.  23. 

pens 
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pens  when  the  hufbandman  is  employed  ill  lowing 
grain  in  the  field ;  the  corn  falls  upon  the  ground 
into  which  it  is  caft,  where,  you  know,  .it  dies, 
it  is  quickened,  it  fprings  up,  and  brings  forth  in 
different  proportions.  To  whichfoever  of  thefe  prac- 
tices there  is  ailufion,  the  meaning  of ,  the  affer- 
tion  is  the  fame.  The  word  that  God  fent  into  Ja- 
cob hath  lighted  upon  Ifrael :  it  did  not  prove  inef- 
fectual ;  it  reached  the  people  to  whom  it  was  fcnf , 
gnd  executed  the  purpofes  for  which  it  was  in- 
tended. Like  the  iharp  arrows  of  the  mighty,  it  hit 
and  wounded  thofe  at  whom  it  was  directed :  it  pene- 
trated their  hearts,  and  excited  ftrong  remorfe  and 
anguifh  of  confcience.  Like  the  feed  fpwn  in  the 
field,  it  fometimes  fell  upon  thofe  who  refembled  the 
way-fide,  which  remains  hard  and  uncultivated;  lbme- 
times  it  dropt  upon  thofe  who  were  obdurate  and  in* 
fenfible,  as  the  ftony  ground ;  at  other  times  it 
lighted  upon  thorny  ground,  where  it  was  foon 
choked;  whilft  fome  of  it  fell  into  the  good  and 
honed  heart,  where  it  brought  forth  fruit  with  pa* 
tience.  People  of  every  defcription  experienced  the 
truth  of  this  word,  and  beheld  the  jufticeand  veracity 
of  God  difplayed  in  the  accompKihment  of  the  pre- 
dictions to  which  Ifaiah  refers  in  this  declaration, 
whilft  the  meifages  fent  to  them  by  the  prophets, 
proved,  by  the  event,  that  they  were  not  falfe 
alarms,  or  vain  threatenings.— Though  the  Lord 
is  long-fuffering,  and  of  great  mercy,  affording 
tranfgreflbrs  time  to  repent,  that  iniquity  may  not  be 
their  ruin,  he  will  by  no  means  clear  the  guilty,  who 
go  on  in  their  trefpaifes,  and  refufe  to  improve  the 
feafon  allowed  them  for  returning  to  him.  .  Upon 
fuch  the  word  of  threatening  (hall  light,  and  they 
/hall  be  punifhed  for  their  fins.  This  event  is  fo 
certain  and  determined,  that  it  is  fpoken  of  as  al- 
ready come  to  pafs,  with  refpelt  to  the  people  of 
ifrael.  .  .    ' 

C)  And 
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9  And  all  the  people  fhall  know,  even 
Ephraim  and  the  inhabitants  of  Samaria,  that 
fay  in  the  pride  and  ftoutnefs  of  heart. 

The  extenfive  effe&s  with  which  the  word  above 
mentioned  was  to  be  accompanied  are  here  defcrib- 
ed.  The  fubje&s  of  this  predi&ion  were,  ail  the 
the  people  of  Ephraim,  and  the  inhabitants  of  Sama- 
ria, the  chief  city  of  that  kingdom,  who,  on  this  oc- 

V  cafion,  expreffed  very  unbecoming  fentiments,  in  a 
haughty  and  obdurate  temper  of'  mind.  Thefe  were 
to  be  experimentally  acquainted  with  the  threatenings 
denounced  by  the  prophets,  and  to  be  thoroughly 
convinced,  by  what  they  faw  and  felt,  of  their  truth 
and  certainty.  For  long  time  they  would  not  believe 
nor  regard  the  folemn,  repeated  declarations  publifh- 
ed  by  the  fervants  of  the  Lord,  nor  endeavour  to 
comply  with  their  defign,  by  forfaking  their  evil 
ways ;  therefore  fhould  they  know,  in  the  moil  fen- 
fible  manner,  that  the  word  of  God  cannot  fail  of 
being  pun&ually  fulfilled,  u.  .i  In  their  language,  the 
Ephraimites  difcovered  pride  and  ftoutnefs  of  heart  i 
and  were  determined,  it  feems,  to  aft  up  to  the  fol- 
lowing refolution,  which  they  expreffed  with  much 
haughtinefs  and  infolence ;  '  The  bricks  are  fallen 
'  down,  but  we  will  build  with  hewn  ftones,*  &c.  A 

*  proud  and  ftubborn  difpofition  feldojn  fails  to  difcover 
itfelf  in  the  gefture,  the  looks,  the  a&ions,  and  the 
fpeech  of  thoje  who  ad  under  its  pernicious  influence  j 
and  never  appears  more  abfurd  and  fbolifh  than  when 
it  {hews  a  vain  conceit  of  their  fuppofed  advantages^ 
connexions,  and  profpefts,  a  wicked  contempt  of 
God,  his  jiromifes,  and  threatenings,  with  a  violent 
oppofition  to  his  righteous  difpenfations.  A  ftriking 
proof  of  the  truth  of  this  obfervation  lies  before  us  in 
this  verfe,  taken  in  connection  with  what  follows.— 
JLet  the  counfel  of  devout  Hannah  be  Acceptable  to 
you,  my  friends :  *  Talk  no  more  lo  exceeding 
♦  proudly,  l$t  not  arrogancy  come  out  of  your  mouth } 

'for 
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c  for.  the  Lord  is  a  God  of  knowledge,  and  by  him 
4  a&ions  are  weighed  V  Beware  of  pride  and  ftout- 
nefs  of  heart,  from  whence  proceed  the  contentions 
that  arife  in  families,  focieties*  and  nations,  which 
are  often  attended  with  dangerous  confequences.  Be 
aflured  that  thefe  difpofitions  are  odious  to  Qod,  and 
a  certain  fource  of  bitter  calamities  to  individuals  and 
nations,  and  therefore  ought  to  be  carefully  avoided. 

10  The' bricks  are  fallen  down,  but  we  will 
build  with  hewn  ftones :  the  fycomores  are  cut 
down,  but  we  will  change  them  into  cedars. 

Thefe  words  exprefs  the  haughty  and  obftinate  re- 
folution  formed  by  the  people  of  Ephraim,  notwith- 
ftanding  the  frequent  admonitions  they  received  from 

the  prophets  of  the  Lord. To  perceive  the  crimi- 

nalty  of  this  purpofe,  you  muft  know,  that  the  Al- 
mighty had  already  teflified  his  juft  difpleafure  againft 
that  nation  for  their  fins,  by  fending  againft  them  the 
king  of  Aflyria,  by  whom  they  were  greatly  diftrefled, 
fo  that  many  of  their  houfes  were  demolifhed  and  be- 
come ruinous.  Inftead,  however,  of  being  deeply 
humbled  for  their  tranfgreffions,  which  procured  thofe 
defolating  judgments,  and  learning  the  important 
leiTons  of  humility  and  fubmiffion,  their  pride  was  in- 
creafed,  and  their  obftinacy  was  confirmed.  With 
haughtinefs  and  obduracy  of  fpirit,  they  ufed  the  un- 
becoming'language  of  this  verfe,  and  thus  betrayed 
their  contempt  of  the  meffages  that  God  had  fent 
them  b^  his  fervants.  The  words  are  eafy  to  hi  un- 
der flood,  and  require  little  expofition.  Houfes  built 
of  brick  and  fycomore  trees,  which  are  not  remarkable 
for  ftrength  or  durablenefs,  are  far  from  being  fo  firm 
and  beautiful  a*  thofe  built  of  hewn  (tones,  and  finish- 
ed with  cedars.  The  determination  of  the  Ifraelites 
to  employ  the  latter  in  place  of  the  former,  plainly 

*   x  Sam.  11.  3. 

3  Y  intimates* 
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intimates,  that  they  were  refolved  to  ufe  ftronger  an4 
better  materials  in  building  foeir  houfes  than  formerly 
they  had  done.  The  walls,  the  roofs,  and  the  finifli- 
ing  of  the  buildings  they  w&re  hereafter  to  ereft, 
fhould  be  eompofed  of  the  beft  ftone,  and  of  the 
ftrongeft  and  moft  durable  timber.  In  this  manner 
they  explicitly  declared  their  fecret  unbelief  and  open 
contempt  of  the  divine  threatenings,  according  to 
yrhich  they  were  foon  to  be  deftroyed  by  their  ene- 
mies. This  circumftance  rendered  their  language, 
which  in  itfelf  was  inofFenfive,  -highly  criminal,  and 
expofed  them  to  the  fevere  judgments  denounced  in 

the  two  following  verfes. Thus  warned,  let  us 

not  flatter  ourfejves  that  we  fliall  efcape  threatened 
calamities,  if  we  proudly  and  obftinately  perfift  in 
,  making  light  of  the  inftru&ions  we  receive  from  God, 
and  aft  in  direft  contrariety  to  the  admonitions  that 
are  given  us. 

1 1  Therefore  the  Lord  fhall  fet  up  the  ad- 
verfaries  of  Rezin  againft  him,  and  join  his  ene- 
mies together. 

12  The  Syrians  before,  and  the  Philiflines 
behind,  and  they  (hall  devour  Ifrael  with  open 
mouth.  For  all  this  his  anger  is  not  turned 
away,  but  his  hand  is  ftretched  out  ftill. 

In  thefe  verfes  the  judgments  are  foretold  that  God 
was  about  to  infliS  upon  Ifrael  fqr  the  fin  above  de- 

fcriBed, A  treaty  of  alliance  now  fubfi ft ed  between 

Ephraim  and  Syria,  upon  which  the  confident  ex- 
pectation of  the  former  was  chiefly  placed.  The 'Go- 
vernor among  the  nations,  however,  admonilnes  that 
people,  that  the  very  alliance  with  which  they  were 
fo  highly  pleafed  fhould  become  the  mean  of  their  de- 
finition. The  adverfaries  of  Rezin,  king  of  Syria, 
whom  the  Lord  was  to  ftir  up  againft  him,  were 
doubtlefs  the  Aflyrians,  who  afterward  fmote  Sam  a. 
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ria,  the  chief  city  of  Syria,  carried  the  people  away 
captive,  and  rendered  that  kingdom  a  province  of 
their  empire.  Thus  Affyria,  Syria,  and  the  jrthef 
enemies  of  Ifrael,  were  to  be  united ;  and  having 
joined  their  forces  and  arms,  they  were  to  attack 

Ephraim  on  different  quarters. The  event  here 

foretold  prefents  to  our  view  a  ftriking  inftance  of  the 
vanity  of  human  confidence,  and  the  certainty  of  di- 
vine vengeance.  Sinners  may  entertain  delufive  hopes 
of  fafety  from  an  arm  of  flelh,  but  God  will  fruftrate 
their  expectations,  and  make  them  feel,  that  curfed 
is  the  man  that  trufteth  in  man,  and  whofe  heart 
departeth  from  the  Lord.  *  Put  not  your  truft  in 
c  princes,  nor  in  the  fon  of  man,  in  whom  there 

*  is  no  help.     Happy  is  he  that  hath  the  God  of 

*  Jacob  for  his  help,  whofe  hope  is  in  the  Lord  his 
c  God*/ 

The  Syrians  before,  and  the  Philifiines  behind,  and 
tbeyjhall  devour  Ifrael  with  open  mouth.  The  Syrians, 
with  whom  the  Ephraimites  had  been  confederate, 
were  to  invade  and  aflault  them  before,  u  e>  on  the 
eaft ;  whilft  the  Philiftines,  the  ancient,  inveterate 
enemies  of  Ifrael,  were  to  attack  them  at  the  fame  time 
behind,  1.  e.  on  the  weft  fide.  The  hoftile  exertions 
of  thefe  nations  were  not  to  prove  unfuccefsful :  their 
armies,  marching  from  oppofite  quarters,  with  unin* 
terrupted  good  fortune,  fhould  at  laft  join  and  mingle 
together  in  the  land  which  they  meant  to  conquer* 
The  confequences  fhould  be,  as  here  predicted  by  our 
prophet,  They  Jhall  devour  Ifrael  with  open  mouth* 
The  expreffion  feems  to  allude  to  wild  beads,  who 
greedily  fall  upon  their  prey,  and  voracioufly  devour 
it  in  the  manner  here  mentioned.  Like  them  the 
enemies  of  lfraei  were  cruel,  and  fond  of  rapine: 
they  were  licentious '  and  lewd,  violent  and  impe- 
tuous, oppreffive  and  tyrannical  in  their  treatment  of 
thofe  who  fell  into  their  power.    They  were,  in  fome 

#  PfaL  cxlvi.  3.  5* 

refpe&s, 
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refpe&s,  to  refemble  the  nation  of  whom  the  prophet 
Joel  thus  fpeaks :  c  A  nation  is  come  up  upon  my 
4  laiyi,  ftrong  and  without  number,  whofe  teeth  are 
c  the  teeth  of  a  lion,  and  he  hath  the  cheek-teeth  of  a 
c  great  lion  V  Fierce  and  rapacious  in  their  nature, 
they  were  to  exercife  the  mod  wanton  and  favage 
cruelty  upon  thofe  who  became  their  prey.  Thus  was 
the  people  of  Ephraim  to  be  puniflied  for  their  pride 
and  obduracy.  Accordingly  after  Tiglath-pilezer  had 
vanquifhed  Syria,  and  incorporated  the  Syrians  into 
his  army,  he  invaded  the  kingdom  of  the  ten  tribes, 
and  carried  away  the  people  captive  to  Affyria  and 
Media  f.  It  is  very  probable  that  about  the  fame 
time  the  Philiftines  difcovered  their  old  hatred  of 
Ifrael,  by  taking  advantage  of  the  diftreffes  in  which 
they  were  involved,  invading  and  harafling  them  to  the 

utmoft  of  their  power. Whofoever  exalteth  him- 

felf  (hall  be  abafed.  This  is  pne  of  the  fundamental 
maxims  laid  down  by  Jefus  Chrift,  according  to 
which  he  ads  in  the  government  of  the  world,  and 
of  "the  truth  of  which  he  prefents  to  view  a  remark- 
able inftance  in  this  prediction.  The  proud  and  in- 
folent  language  and  conduft  of  Ephraim  brought  upon 
them  the  defolation  here  foretold,  which  loudly  calls 
on  us  to  beware  of  pride,  which  is  one  of  the  certain 
prefages  of  deftruftion. 

For  all  this  his  anger  is  not  turned  away,  but  his 
hand  is  Jiretched  out  JiilU  Thefe  words  occurred  in 
Chap.  v.  25.  and  are  three  times  repeated  in  this 
chapter,  to  fhew  that  the  difpleafure  of  God  againft 
Ephraim  was  not  to  be  averted  by  the  execution  of 
the  judgments  predided,  provided  their  repentance 
and  reformation  did  not  interpofe  to  prevent  farther 
and  greater  calamities.  The  wrath  of  the  Almighty 
was  not  yet  pacified :  the  juftice  of  God  was  not  yet 
fatisfied  :  the  enormous  crimes  of  that  ftubborn  people 
were  not  fully  compenfated  by  the  foretold  diltreffes 

*  Joel  i.  6.  f  See  %  Kings  xvi.  7. 

and 
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and  miferies,  which  were  to  b$  followed  by  others 
that  were  greater  and  more  formidable. 

13  %  For  the  people  turneth  not  unto  him 
that  fmiteth  them,  neither  do  they  feek  the 
Lord  of  hofts. 

Infallibility  and  impenitence  is  another  crime  with 
\ivhich  the  Ephraimites  are  here  charged.  The  om- 
nifcient  God  clearly  forefaw,  that  notwithftanding 
the  above-mentioned  calamities  were  to  be  infli&ed, 
and  his  hand  fhould  evidently  appear  dill  to  be  ex- 
tended to  chaftize  them  with  more  fevere  judgments, 
they  would  not  be  attended  with  proper  effe&s.  He, 
therefpre,  informs  them,  by  his  fervant  the  prophet, 
what  would  be  tfie  certain  confequences  of  their  de- 
pravity and  incorrigible  difpofition. The  God  and 

Father  of  his  people  is  here  fpoken*of  under  the  de- 
scription of  him  that  fmiteth.  Though  perfe&ly  good, 
and  taking  no  pleafure  in  thofe  evils  with  which  he 
fees  neceflary  to  vifit  the  human  race,  yet  for  wife  and 
falutary  purpofes  he  affii&s  them.     The  manner  in 
which  he  proceeds  to  this  ftrange  work,  as  our  pro- 
phet afterward  calls  it,   difplays  his  benignity,    his 
tender  companion,  and  long-fuffering.    He  begins  by 
admonilhiag  of  the  danger  of  tranfgreffion,  which,  if 
not  abandoned,  leads  on  to  irretrievable  ruin.    If  his 
inftru&ions  are  attended  to,  and  produce  their  proper 
effects,  the  end  he  hath  in  view  being  anfwered,  he 
proceeds  no  farther  in  the  chafafter  of  reprover.     If, 
however,  his  counfels  are  reje&ed,   and  his  people 
continue  to  go  on  in  their  trefpafTes,  he  remonftrates 
againfl  their  ingratitude,  their  folly,  and  wickednefs, 
and  alarms  them  with  awful  threatenings.     Should 
thefe  prove  ineffe&ual,  he  corre&s  them  with  equity 
and  judgment ;  and  if  lighter  chaftifements  are  de- 
fpifed,  he  more  grievoufly  afflifts  with  greater  calami- 
tics,  and  thus  ads  in  the  character  of  him  that  fmit- 
eth.    In  the  whole  of  this  procedure,  his  defign  is 
not  to  injure,  but  to  do  good  to  his  people  ;  not  to 

deftroy 
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deftroy  them,-  but  their  fins  ;  not  to  withdraw  from 
them,  but  to  draw  them  nearer  to  himfelf ;  not  to 
confume  them,  but  to  preferve  them  from  utter  ruin. 
Ih  fmiting  Ephraim,  he  reminded  them  of  the  juft 
defert  of  fin,  whereby  they  had  wickedly  departed 
from  him' ;  and  inculcated  upon  them  the  indifpenfable 
neceffity  of  repentance,  and  an  immediate  return  to 
him  from  whom  they  had  deeply  revolted. — >— Such 
being  the  gracious  intention  of  God  in  affli&ing  that 
people,  he  juftly  expefted  they  would  have  turned 
unto  him,  and  fought  the  Lord  of  hofts.  What 
an  obftiftate,  perverfe  people  muft  they  have  been, 
who,  inftead  of  turning  to  the  Lord,  arid  feeking  him 
early,  in  the  time  of  their  diftrefs,  held  faft  their  ini- 
quities, and  refufed  to  let  them  go  ?  Strongly  attached 
to  their  vices,  hardened  through  prejudices,  vitiated  by 
corrupt  affe&ions,  deluded  by  falfe  prophets,  and  ac- 
Cuftomed  to  wicked  pra&ices,  in  which  they  were  con-» 
firmed  by  commerce  with  neighbouring  nations,  they 
had  become  proof  agaihft  the  rebukes  and  chaftife- 
ments  of  divine  providence.-^ — Inftru&ed  as  to  the 
danger  of  defpifing  the  chaftening  of  the  Lord,  re- 
member, when  you  are  fmitteri,  fpeedily  to  returri 
tinto  him  who  waiteth  to  be  gracious,  and  early  to 
feek  him  who  allows  none  to  feek  him  in  vain.  In 
all  the  affii&ive  difpenfations  with  which  ybu  may  be 
vifited,  feek  the  Lord.  Acknowledge,  with  humility 
and  meeknefs,  the  weight  of  the  burden  he  hath  laid 
upon  you  :  earneftly  requeft  him  to  (hew  you  where- 
fore he  contendeth  with  you,  to  ftrengthen  you  to 
bear  your  diftrefs  with  patience  and  fubmiflion,  to  re- 
move his  ftfoke  from  you  in  good  time,  and  to  grant 
you  to  be  rightly  exercifed  under  your  afflictions, 
that  they  may  yield  thofe  peaceable  fruits  of  righteouf- 
nefs,  which  are  by  Jefus  Chrift  to  the  praife  and 
glory  of  God. 

14  Therefore  the  Lord  tvill  cut  off  from 
Ifrael  head  and  tail,  branch  and  rufh  iii  one  dayv 

15  The 


Ver.14,1*  PROPHECIES  of  ISAIAH.      545 

15  The  ancient  and .  honourable,  he  is  the 
head :  and  the  prophet  that  teacheth  lies,  he  is 
the  tail. 

-  In  thefe  verfes  the  total  overthrow  of  the  kingdom 
of  Ifrael  is  foretold,  as  the  punifhment  merited  by 
the  neglefl:  and  contempt  of  God  above  mentioned.—-  , 
The  prediftion  is  delivered  in  a  proverbial  form,  ex- 
prefling  the  diffolution  of  the  whole  body  of  the  (late, 
and  the  deftru&ion  of  all  ranks  and  conditions  of 
men  among  them,  the  two  extremes  of  which  are 
here  figuratively  defcribed.  At  the  head  of  Ifrael  ftood 
the  ancient  and  honourable  among  that  -  people,  the 
prince  and  the  •  rulers,  the  priefts  and  the  pru* 
dent,  with  thofe  who  occupied  the  moft  eminent  fta- 
tions,  who  were  efteemed  the  moft  refpeftable  per- 
fons  in  the  nation,  and  poffeffed  the  greateft  influence 
in  managing  its  affairs.  Not  only  were  thefe  ele- 
vated to  high  rank  to  be  cut  off,  but  thofe  alfo  who 
were  mean  and  contemptible,  fuch  as  the  prophet 
that  teacheth  lies,  who  is  the  tail.  Of  all  the  people 
in  the  kingdom,  he  is  the  worft  and  loweft  who 
bafely  yields  adulation  to  thofe  who  are  in  power ; 
and  that  he  may  gain  their  favour,  and  acquire  fome 
of  the  emoluments  they  have  at  thefr  difpofal,  pro- 
phefies  falfehood,  and  fpeaks  deceit  and  lies. 
The:  fuddennefs  of  this  general  devaftation  is  ex- 
preffed  in  thefe  words :  Branch  and  rujh  in  one  day. 
Though  the  prophet  does  not  fay  who  were  intended 
by  thefe  metaphorical  defcriptions,  it  is  not  difficult 
to  know  who  were  the  perfons  he  had  in  view.  In 
confiftency  with  his  explanation  of  the  other  figura- 
tive terms,  they  may  denote  the  ftrong  and  the  weak, 
the  old  and  the  young,  the  great  and  the  fmall;  thofe 
who  were  bended  or  moved  with  difficulty,  and 
thofe  who  were  pliable  and  eafily  managed.  All  thefe 
different  forts  of  people  in  Ifrael  were  to  be  fuddenly 
cut  off,  chiefly  by  means  of  the  fword,  in  one  day,  in 
^  very  fhort  fpace  of  time.   ■     The  accomplifliment 
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of  this  prophecy  we  read,  2  Kings  xvii.  18.*  There- 
4  fore  the  Lord  was  very  angry  with  Ifrael,  and  re-» 
'  moved  them  out  of  his  fight :  there  was  none  left 
c  but  the  tribe  of  Judah  only.'— —From  thefe  verfes 
I  (hall  make  one  obvious  remark,  worthy  of  your  at- 
tention, and  it  is  this;  The  punifhment  here  fore-i 
told  proceeded  from  Jehovah,  who  is  affirmed  to  be 
the  Agent  by  whom  it  was  inflifted.  The  prophet 
faith,  The  Lord  will  cut  oft'  from  Ifrael,  EsV.  Though 
the  Afiyrians,  or  other  nations,  might  be  the  inftru- 
ments  whom  he  employed  upon  this  occafion,  the 
Lord  declares  it  fhouid  be  his  own  work,  by  whofe 
counfel,  power,  and  providence,  it  was  to  be  per- 
formed. It  was  the  Almighty  who  Mattered  Ifrael, 
who  fent  them  into,  a  far  country,  and  who  cut  them 
off.  Affliction  fprings  not  out  of  the  dud  :  like  pro- 
motion, it  comes  not  from  the  eaft,  nor  from  the  weft, 
nor  from  the  north,  nor  from  the  fouth,  but  from 
God  ;  who,  though  his  hand  is  pften  unobferved,  is 
introduced  here,  and  in  many  other  paffages  of  (Scrip- 
ture, as  the  Author  from  whom  it  proceeds.  The 
inftruments  by  whom  we  are  affli&ed  come  imme- 
diately under  our  view,  and  at  them  we  are  greatly 
difpleafed  :  whereas  if  we  looked  above  them,  to  the 
fupreme  hand  of  God,  we  would  more  fuitably  ac- 
knowledge, as  we  ought,  that  the  Lord  maketh  peace, 
and  createth  evil ;  that  the  Lord  doth  all  thefe  things ; 
who  is  faithful  in  performing  his  threatenings,  as  well 
as  his  promifes, 

16  For  the  leaders  of  this  people  caufe  then} 
to  err,  and  tbey  that  arc  led  of  them,  arc  de* 
ftroyed. 

The  juftice  of  the  predi&ed  deftru&on  of  Ephraim 
is  here  vindicated  by  the  univerfal  depravity  of  that 

people. The  leader*  fpoken  of  may  comprehend 

two  chiles  of  men,  both  which  poflefTed  considerable  iiv 
fluence  over  the  people $  namely,  thofe  who  prefided 

ia 
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in  the  church,  and  thofe  who  governed  in  the  ftate. 
The  fpiritual  leaders  were,  the  prophets,  the-  priefts, 
and  the  Levites,  whofe  bufinefs  was  to  inflruft  the 
people  in  the  knowledge  of  the  law  and  worfhip  of 
the  true  God,  to  point  out  the  way  wherein  they 
ought  to  walk,  and  the  work  they  ought  to  do,  ana 
to  go  before  them  in  the  good  ways  of  the  Lord* 
The  civil  leaders  were,  the  princes,  the  magiftrates, 
and  chief  men,  who  afiumed  the  direftion  of  tern* 
poral  affairs,  whofe  employment  ought  to  have  been 
to  fet  before  them,  by  their  authority  and  good 
conduft,  patterns  of  righteoufnefs  and   equity,  of 
mercy  and  kindnefs,    and  every  good  work.     In 
this  manner  each  of  thefe  forts  of  leaders  would 
have  proved  fubftantiai  bleffings  to  the  community, 
and  highly  ufeful  in  promoting  their  beft  interefts* 
Such,  however,  was  the  corruption  which  pervaded 
all  ranks  in  Ifrael,  that  thofe  who  occupied  the  moft 
important  Rations,  are  charged  with  perverting  the 
defigns  of  their  office,  and  caufing  the  people  to  err. 
By  negle&ing  the  faithful  difcharge  of  the  duties  of 
their  office,  by  imprudence,  unikilfulnefs,  indolence, 
and  voluptuoufnefs,  inftead  of  being  guides,  they  be- 
came deftroyers  of  the  people.     By  their  falfe  doc- 
trines, and  corrupt  examples,  they  confounded  the 
eflential  difference  between  moral  good  and  evil,  be- 
tween fpiritual  and  hypocritical  worfliip,  and  taught 
the  people  to  put  darknefs  for  light,  and  light  for 
darknefs.     They  led  them  aftrav  from  the  paths  of 
righteoufnefs  into  the  ways  or  error  and  fin :  they 
made  void  the  commandments  of  God  by  traditions, 
and  abfuf  d  expeditions,  both  with  refpeft  to  their  mean- 
ing and  extent.     They  employed  their  authority  not 
to  correft  prevailing  errors  and  vices,  and  to  reform 
the  people ;  but,  by  their  malignant  influence,  led 
them  into  the  moft  criminal  practices,  eftablifhing 
iniquity  as  it  were  by  a  law.    What  could  be  expedt- 
ed  but  the  confequences  which  actually  followed  ? 


3  Z  •      And 
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And  they  that  are  led  of  them  are  dejiroyed.  Thofc 
who  a£kd  according  to  the  wrong  dire&ion  of  their 
leaders,  and  followed  their  bad  example,  are  the 
perfons  here  fpoken  of.  When  treating  of  Chap, 
iii.  1 2.  I  remarked,  that  the  Hebrew  word  there  ufed, 
and  here  tranflated  leaders ,  and  thofe  that  are  led  of 
them,  fignifies,  as  in  the  margent  of  fome  of  your 
Bibles,  they  that  call  them  bleffed,  and  they  that  are 
called  bleffed  of  them.  Indeed  good  leaders,  who  pre- 
fide  over  the  people  either  in  church  or  date,  who  adt 
with  uprightnefs  and  fidelity,  are  eminent  bleflings  to 
the  community,  and  effedually  promote  their  wel- 
fare and  felicity.  On  the  contrary,  leaders  who 
caufe  them  to  err,  whilft  they  footh  men  in  their 
tranfgreffions,  aft  toward  them  as  if  they  were  in 
a  bleffed  condition ;  and  they  who  are  called  bleff- 
ed of  them,  affured  that  they  are  in  the  right  way, 
and  comforted  with  the  pleafing  profpeft  of  com- 
plete happinefs,  inflead  of  reaching  the  blifs  they 
expeft,  are  (destroyed,  fwallowed  up  in  utter  ruin, 
from  which  they  mall  not  efcape.  Thus,  as  the  wife 
man  faith,  *  The  perverfenefs  of  tranfgreflbrs  deftroy- 
4  eth  them  * ;'  whilft  thofe  who  are  the  inftruments 
of  perverting  them,  deflroy  their  own  fouls.  It  muft 
be  fo,  according  to  the  maxim  of  Jefus  Chrift, '  If  the 

*  blind  lead  the  blind,  both  fhall  fall  into  the  ditch  f  / — 
.Attend  then,  my  friends,  to  the  counfel  of  Solomon: 
4  Ceafe  to  hear  the  inftru&ion  that  caufeth  to  err 
€  from  the  words  of  knowledge  J.'  Hearken  to  the 
caution  given  by  the  apoflle  Peter,  in  thefe  words: 
4  Ye  therefore,  beloved,  feeing  ye  know  thefe  things 
€  before,  beware  left  ye  alfo  being  led  away  with  the 
4  error  of  the  wicked,  fall  from  your  own  ftedfeft- 
'  nefs.     But  grow  in  grace,  and  in  the  knowledge 

*  of  our  Lord  and  Saviour  Jefus  Chrift  ||.f 

*  Prov.  xi.  3.  f  Matth.  xv.  14.  J  Pror.  xix.  27. 

2  Peter  iii.  17,  1 8. 

17  There- 
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17  Therefore  the  Lord  fhall  have  no  joy  in 
their  young  men,  neither  fhall  have  mercy  on 
their  fatherlefs  and  widows :  for  every  one  is  an 
hypocrite,  and  an  evil  doer,  and  every  mouth 
fpeaketh  folly :  For  all  this  his  anger  is  not  turn- 
ed away,  but  his  hand  is  ftretched  out  ftill. 

The  punifhment  merited  by  the  crimes  above  men- 
tioned is  here  threatened  to  be  infli&ed,  and  more  rea- 
sons are  fubjoined  to  juftify  the  divine  procedure.—— 
Young  men  are  of  all  others  the  mod  defirable,  the 
moll  vigorous  and  robuft,  the  glory  of  their  fathers, 
and  the  hope  of  the  nation  to  whom  they  belong. 
When  poffefled  of  thofe  excellent  difpofitions  which 
are  fuited  to  their  chara&er  and  circumftances,  they 
acquire  real  importance,  they  become  the  objefts  of 
the  divine  regard,  and  God  is  pleafed  to  reprefent 
himfelf  as  rejoicing  in  their  profperity.  By  this  pre- 
diction the  fcene  was  to  be  reverfed;  God  would 
have  no  joy  in  thofe  who  had  grievoufly  provoked 
him  by  their  fins,  and  who,  with  people  of  every  fort 
in  Ifrael,  were  to  be  the  objefts  of  his  righteous  ven- 
geance.——Neither  Jhall  have  mercy  on  their  father* 
lefs  and  widows.  Of  all  perfons  the  fatherlefs  and 
widows  are  the  moft  deftitute  and  helplefs,  peculiarly 
expofed  to  injuries  of  various  kinds,  and  often  un- 
able to  procure  the  redrefs  of  their  grievances ;  and, 
therefore,  the  Moft  High  over  all  the  earth  hath . 
declared  himfelf  their  Guardian  and  Proteftor.  Such,, 
however,  was  the  incorrigible  obftinacy  and  pride  of 
this  people,  that  he  would  not  have  mercy  even  on 
thofe  whom  he  commonly  treated  with  the  greateft 
tendernefs  and  refpeft.  He  declares  that  he  would 
not  extend  to  them  that  favour  and  compaffion,  that 
protection  and  fafety,  that  exemption  from  general 
calamities,  which,  on  fome  occafions,  perfons  of  thefe 
descriptions  had  enjoyed.  To  them  he  would  not  be 
merciful,  as  he  (hewed  himfelf  to  righteous  Lot* 
mrfcqxn  he  delivered  from  impending  deftru&ion.  Few 

or 
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or  no  exceptions  were  to  be  made,  of  the  weakeft,  the 
tendered,  and  mod  helplefs  among  the  people:  all 
were  to  (hare  in  the  common  defolation,  and  to  parti- 
cipate  in  thofe  fevere  judgments  in  which  the  nation 
at  large  was  to  be  involved.  Both  thefe  expreffions 
ferve  to  fhew  the  univerfai  extent  of  the  punifhment 
threatened  againft  £phraim,  which  was  executed  by 
Tiglath-pilezer,  whom  God  employed  for  this  pur- 
pole.  , 

For  every  one  is  a  hypocrite.  This  exprdfion  mud 
be  uriderftood  not  in  its  ftri&efl  fenfe,  but  with  fome 
limitation,  as  fimilar  phrafes  mud  often  be  interpret- 
ed ill  fcripture.  It  plainly  denotes,  that  though  there 
were  fome  upright  people  in  Ifrael,  yet  hypocrify  was 
among  them  an  abounding  and  reigning  iniquity.  In 
this  manner  alfo  we  explain  the  words  of  the  apoftle 
Paul,  who  fays,  c  All  feek  their  own,  not  the  things 
*  that  are  Jefus  Chrift's .V  This  he  affirms  was  the 
general  praftice ;  and  thofe  who  were  exceptions  to 
this  remark  were  very  few,  and  in  fojne  meafure  in- 
fected with  the  prevailing  fin  of  the  times.  A  hypo* 
crite  aflumes  a  character  of  which  he  is  not  poflefled, 
and  to  which  he  hath  no  juft  pretenfions :  he  endea- 
vours to  conceal  what  he  is,,  and  to  appear  what  he  is 
not.  In  external  conduft  he  feems  to  be  religious  5 
in  his  inward  difpofitions  he  is  like  a  fepulchre,  full 
of  putrefaftion  and  rottennefs,  Jle  profefieth  to  know 
God,  but  in  works  denies  him,  being  abominable  and 
difobedient,  and  to  every  good  work  reprobate.  With 
a  double  mind,  and  deceived  heart,  he  ads  a  feigned 
part  in  the  fervice  of  God ;  and;  under  the  cloak  of 
pretended  zeal  for  the  Lord,  he  artfully  conceals  his 
enmity  to  thofe  very  duties  of  which  he  maintains  the 
external  form.— — After  the  hypocrite,  is  mentioned 
the  evil-doer.  I  fupppfe  the  chara&er  is  defcriptive 
of  thofe  who.profeffedly  and  induftrioufly  do  all  man* 
per  of  evil  againft  God  and  man.    Indeed  one  act  of 

*  FWlip.  11.  ?  I, 
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evil-doing  is  fufficient  to  incur  this  chara&er,  and 
the  punifhment  annexed  to  it,  as  exemplified  in  the 
firft  tranfgreffion  of  angels  and  of  man.  The  evil- 
doer  here  intended,  is  he  that  doth  every  kind  of 
evil,  who  purfues  it  with  avidity  as  his  employment, 
embracing  every  opportunity  to  engage  in  this  prac- 
tice, in  open  contempt  of  the  facred  authority  of  God, 
and  his  own  beft  interefts. 

And  every  mouth  fpeaketh  folly.  The  common  'to* 
pics  of  their  converfation  were  fooKfh  and  villanous, 
as  the  Hebrew  word  denotes ;  and  the  difcuflion  of 
the  fubje&s  of  which  they  dijcourfed,  ferved  only  to 
poffefs  the  minds  of  the  hearers  lyith  levity-and  folly. 
They  verified  the  proverb  which  faith,  *  The  mouth 
c  of  fools  feedeth  on  fooliflinefs  *,*  which  proved  to 
them  a  mod  delicious  morfel.  Perfons  of  this  de- 
fcription  treat  the  mod  ferious  and  important  fubje&s 
in  a  frivolous,  ludicrous  manner,  and  relifh  moil 
that  kind  of  talk  wherein  facred  things  are  fo  repre- 
sented as  to  excite  profane  mirth  and  jollity.  They 
prefume  to  fpeak  of  things  of  which  they  are  incom- 
petent judges,  underftandin£  neither  what  they  fay, 

nor  whereof  they  affirm. Such  were  the  prevailing 

characters,  and  fuch  were  the  finful  pra&ices  a- 
mong  the  people,  whom  God  threatens  to  cut  off. 
Take  heed,  then,  and  beware  of  hypocrify :  avoid 
the  pra&ice  of  evil-doing,  and  ihun  foolifh  converfa- 
tion. Aim  at  upright nefs  of  heart,  and  iincerity  in 
conduft :  endeavour  after  patient  continuance  in  well- 
doing, and  let  your  converfation  be  managed  with 

meeknefs  of  wifdom. The  awful  words  with  which 

the  1 2th  verfe  was  concluded  are  again  repeated :  For 
all  this  his  anger  is  not  turned  away,  but  his  band  is 
Jlretebed  out  JiilL  The  execution  of  the  judgments 
already  threatened^  were  not  fufficient  to  difplay  the 
righteous  difpleafure  of  the  Almighty  againft  the  ag- 
gravated tranfgreffions  of  a  finful  people,    His  angefe 

•  Frov.  *v.  I4t 
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was  not  to  be  averted  from  them,  when  they  had  fuf- 
tained  the  predicted  calamities  ;  but  was  to  wax  hot- 
ter, on  account  of  their  fruftrating,  by  impenitence, 
the  gracious  defign  of  his  judgments,  which  were  in- 
tended to  lead  them  to  repentance.  Therefore  his 
mighty  arm,  which  ftretched  out  the  heavens,  and 
ihaketh  the  foundations  of  the  world,  continued  ftill 
to  be  lifted  up :  his  incenfed  juftice,  and  his  untaint- 
ed holinefs,  called  for  vengeance  upon  thofe  who 
had  offered  the  mod  daring  affronts  to  the  honour  of 
his  government,  and  poured  contempt  upon  his  au« 
thority  and  admonitions, 

1 8  H  For  wickednefs  burnetii  as  the  fire :  it 
fhall  devour  the  briers  and  thorns,  and  fhall 
kindle  in  the  thickets  of  the  foreft,  and  they 
fhall  mount  up  like  the  lifting  up  of  fmoke. 

The  third  article  in  the  charge  brought  againft  the 
Ephraimites,  is,  wickednefs  and  profligacy  of  man- 
ners, which  had  arrived  at  a  great  height,  and  threat- 
ened to  confumfe  them.-? The  wickednefs  fpoken 

of,  may  denote  the  mod  flagrant  crimes,  and  pre- 
fumptuous  tranfgreflions,  proceeding  from  pride  and 
obduracy  of  heart,  and  committed  with  a  high  hand, 
in  open  defiance  of  the  authority  and  difpleafure  of  the 
Moft  High.  Of  this  wickednefs  there  are%  divers 
forts,  each  of  which  may  be  diftinguifhed  by  the  ob- 
jects on  which  it  terminates.  When  immediately  di- 
rected againft  God,  it  is  difcovered  by  an  abfurd  con- 
tempt of  his  providences  and  ordinances,  his  com-* 
mandments,  promifes,  and  threatenings,  and  a  viru- 
lent oppofition  to  the  interefts  of  his  kingdom  and 
glory.  When  its  operations  are  aimed  againft  men> 
it  is  perpetrated  by  harafling,  opprefTing,  and  perfe- 
cuting  thofe  who  are  entitled  to  afts  of  juftice,  bene- 
ficence, and  charity,  and  by  difturbing  the  peace  and 
good  order  of  human  fociety.  When  it  chiefly  re- 
fpe&s  the  perfofls  themfelves  by  whom  it  is  acted,  the 

moft 
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mod  daring  iniquities  are  committed,  forbidden  by 
the  law  of  nature,  the  law  of  nations,  and  the  law  of 
God,  in  order  to  gratify  their  ungovernable  defires, 
and  to  promote  their  intereft,  honour,  or  pleafure. 
If  you  wifh  to  know  more  particularly  wherein  wio* 
kednefs  confifts,  I  refer  you  to  a  long  lift  of  crimes 
comprehended  under  this  defcription,  mentioned  by 
the  apoftle  Paul  as  works  of  the  flefh,  Gal.  v.  19, 
20,  %u  There  you  will  find,  idolatry,  adultery, 
murder,  drunkennefs,  fedition,  ftrife,  and  fuch  like. 
Of  wickednefs  it  is  affirmed, 

It  burneth  as  thejire,  which  confumeth  all  the  com* 
buftible  materials  that  are  within  its  reach*     The  fire 
of  wickednefs  is  kindled  in  the  heart  of  man,  which, 
according  to  the  apoftle  James,  is  fet  on  fire  of  hell, 
and  inflameth  the  courfe  of  nature,  blazing  forth 
in  the  life  and  converfation.     Such  a  fire  it  is,  that, 
unlefs  the  fewel  is  withdrawn  that  feeds  it,  and  it  be 
timeoufly  extinguiflied  by  fomewhat  of  an  oppofite 
quality,  it  will  confume  the  perfon  in  whom  it  burns, 
with  all  his  property.     The  amiable  endowments  of 
-which  he  is  poffeffed,  the  good  difpofitions  and  laud- 
able defires  with  which  his  mind  were  furniihed,  will 
fall  a  facrifice  to  its  rage.     It  will  enfeeble  the  un- 
derftanding ;  it  will  harden  the  confcience,  deprave 
the  heart,  hurt  the  memory,  weaken  the  fenfes,  de- 
bilitate the  whole  frame;  it  will  entirely  eat  away 
peace  of  mind,  and  lead  on  to  contention,  confu- 
fion,  and  every  evil  work.  It  will  devour  the  ftrength 
and  vigour  of  the  body,  bring  on  untimely  old  age, 
and  fhorten  the  now  fhort  life  of  man.    It  will  con- 
fume  his  honour  and  reputation,  and  leave  behind 
it   indelible  marks  of  difgrace  and  reproach,    that 
{hall  not  be  wiped  away.     It  will  burn  up  his  riches 
and  pofTeffions ;  for  by  means  of  it  a  man  is  often 
brought  to  a  piece  of  bread,  and  a  nation  involved 
in  irremediable  deftru&ion.— — Can  a  man  take  fire 
into  his  bofora,  and  not  be  burnt  ?  No  perfpn  will  be 
£0  fool-hardy  as  to  make  the  experiment  with  mate- 
rial 


5J4  lECTURES  on  the        Chap. IX. 

rial  fire.  Why  then  will  you  take  wickednefs  into 
your  bofoms,  which  burneth  like  fire,  which  kindlcth 
the  wrath  of  God,  and  brings  down  terrible  cala- 
mities upon  individuals  and  focieties  ?  Ah !  my  bre* 
thren,  this  fire  is  already  kindled  among  us ;  it  feems 
to  burn  with  increafing  vehemence,  and  to  bear  a 
threatening  afped.  I  would  have  you  immediately  do 
what  lies  in  your  power,  in  dependence  upon  God, 
to  flop  its  progrefs,  and  to  allay,  if  you  cannot  ex- 
tinguiih,  its  flames.     '  Avoid  the  appearance  of  evil, 

*  and  follow  after  righteoufnefs,   godlinefs,  faith, 

*  love,  patience,  meeknefs  V 

It/hall  devour  the  briers  and  thorns.  You  know 
briers  and  thorns  too  well  to  require  any  defcription  of 
them :  they  are  mentioned  here,  as  in  other  paffages 
of  fcripture,  in  a  figurative  fenfe,  denoting  the 
wicked  and  ungodly,  to  whom  they  bear  an  inftruc- 
tive  refemblance.  Unlefs  for  making  a  fence  around 
your  fields,  briers  and  thorns  are  worthlefs  and  un- 
profitable. The  heart  of  the  wicked,  faith  Solomon, 
is  little  worth,  though  by  far  the  mod  valuable  part 
of  the  man :  when  inflamed  by  wickednefs,  it  is  of  no 
teal  worth  or  value.  His  lands,  his  pofleflions,  his 
clothes,  and  jewels,  may  amount  to  a  confiderabie 
fum;  but  his  heart,  which  fhould  be  efleemed  be- 
yond them  all,  is  worth  nothing.  In  the  words  of  up- 
right Job,  *  They  are  viler  than  the  earth  f  /  Like 
briers  and  thorns,  the  wicked  are  hurtful  and  dan- 
gerous. On  this  account  the  wicked  inhabitants  of 
Canaan,  who  remained  among  .the  Ifraelites,  were 
foretold '  to  be  pricks  in  their  eyes,  and  thorns  in 

*  their  fides/  In  allufion  to  this  circumftance,  God 
promifes  by  the  prophet  Ezekiel,  '  There  (hall  be  no 

*  more  a  pricking  brier  unto  the  houfe  of  Ifrael,  nor 

*  any  graving  thorn  of  all  that  are  round  about  them 

*  that  defpifed  them,  and  they  {hall  know  that  I  am 

*  the  Lord  God  J.'    The  fharpnefs  of  their  words, 

*  i  Tim.  vi.  I  j.         f  Job  xxx.  8.         $  Ezek.  xxriii.  14. 

and 
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and  their  pronenefs  to  catch  hold  of  men  and  injure 
them,  fully  vindicate  the  figurative  language  before  us, 
though  we  could  trace  no  other  refemblance.  It  de- 
fences, however,  farther  to  be  remarked,  that  briers 
and  thorns  never  change  their  nature,  though  they 
may  be  cultivated  with  the  greateft  care,  and  their 
fituation  altered.  In  like  manner,  wicked  men, 
wherever  they  are  placed,  in  the  city  or  in  the  coun- 
try, in  the  court  or  in  the  church,  (till  retain  their 
wickednefs,  and  difcover  the  depravity  of  their  na- 
ture. Once  more,  as  thorns  and  briers  ferve  for 
fewel  to  thp  fire,  fo  our  Lord  hath  inftruded  us,  that 
thofe  who  abide  not  in  him,  (hall  be  call  forth  as 
branches,  and  thrown  into  the  fire,  where  they  are 
burnt.  '  The  wicked  (hall  be  turned  into  hell,  and 
*  all  the  nations  that  forget  God  V  Thus  the  fire 
of  wickednefs  fhall  devour  thofe  who  are  figuratively 
fpoken  of  as  briers  and  thorns. 

And  Jhall  kindle  in  the  thickets  of  the  forejl,  and 
they  Jhall  mount  up  like  the  lifting  up  of  f moke.  The 
people  of  Ephraim  are  here  reprefented  by  the  beauti- 
ful figure  of  a  foreft,  on  account  of  their  vafl  num- 
bers, and  great  variety  of  conditions,  fome  of  them 
being  elevated  to  diftinguifhed  eminence,  whilft 
others  were  lefs  confpicuous,  and  loft  as  it  were 
among  the  multitude.  By  the  thickets  of  the  foreft, 
may  be  meant  the  mofl  populous  parts  of  the  kingdom, 
that  abounded  with  inhabitants  of  every  defcription. 
There  probably  the  fire  of  wickednefs  had  burnt  with 
the  greateft  vehemence,  and  there  its  direful  effe&s 
were  to  be  felt  in  the  higheft  degree.  The  idolatry 
and  contempt  of  the  word  of  the  Lord,  the  rapine  and 
oppreffion,  and  fimilar  complicated  crimes,  which 
prevailed  among  all  ranks  of  men,  fhould  kindle 
among  them  a  prodigious  flani^,  from  which  fmoke 
fhould  arife  that  might  be  feen  far  and  near.  The 
cxpreffion  feems  intended  to  exhibit  an  affe&ing  re* 

*  Pfal.  ix.  17. 

4  A  prefentation 
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prefentation  of  ,the  difpleafure  of  almighty  God,  the 
general  devaftation  which  fliould  be  made  among  the 
people,  and  the  confequent  darknefs  that  was  there* 
upon  to  enfue.— — I  conclude  this  article  with  the 
words  of  the  apoftle  Paul,  writing  to  the  churches  of 
Galatia :  *  If  ye  bite  and  devour  one  another,  take 
€  heed  that  ye  be  not  confumed  one  of  another* 
c  This  I  fay  then,  Walk  in  the  Spirit,  and  ye  fhall  not 
«  fulfil  the  lutts  of  the  flefhV 

19  Through  the  wrath  of  the  Lord  of  hofts 
is  the  land  darkened,  and  the  people  {hall  be  as 
the  fewel  of  the  fire :  no  man  fhall  fpare  his 
brother. 

The  punifhment  which  was  foon  to  follow  the 
wickednefs  committed  by  the  people  of  Ephraim  is 

here  denounced. Wrath  is  not  a  paffion  in  God  as 

in  man ;  who  is  thereby  greatly  agitated,  and  apt  to 
aft  improperly,  through  the  influence  of  the  emotions 
which  he  feels :  it  only  denotes,  that  whilft  the  Moft 
High  pofTeffeth  the  moft  perfeft  ferenity,  in  his  dif- 
penfations  toward  men,  he,  in  fome  meafure,  ads 
like  a  perfon  highly  difpleafed  with  the  infults  he 
hath  received  from  thofe  who  ought  to  have  honour- 
ed and  obeyed  him.  On  this  account,  and  in  accom- 
modation to  the  weaknefs  of  our  capacities,  wrath  is 
often  afcribed  to  God  in  fcripture,  and  particularly  in 
this  verfe,  fignifying  the  awful  effefts  of  the  divine 
righteoufnefs  and  juftice,  when  employed  in  vindi- 
cating the  glory  of  his  name,  and  the  honour  of  his 
government;  m  difplaying  his  indignation  againft 
fin,  and  punifhing  tranfgreffors.  By  the  abounding 
wickednefs  of  Ephraim,  and  the  terrible  efFefts  of  the 
divine  difpleafure  manifefted  againft  them,  the  light 
thev  formerly  enjoyed  was  to  be  greatly  obfcured ; 
their  minds  darkened  through  ignorance,  prejudice, 

*  Gal.  r.  15,  x6. 

and 
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and  vice;  and  their  land  to  become, a  dreadful  fcene 
of  calamity  and  diftrefs,  in  which  the  inhabitants 
were  to  be  involved.  In  the  prophetic  writings, 
light  is  often  ufed  in  a  metaphorical  fenfe,  to  denote 
a  profperous  condition ;  and  darknefs,  to  fet  forth  a 
(late  of  affli&ion  and  mifery.  Accordingly  the  pro- 
phet Joel  thus  defcribes  the  day  of  the  Lord,  which 
he  declared  was  nigh  at  hand :  '  A  day  of  darknefs 

*  and  of  gloominefs,  a  day  of  clouds  and  of  thick 

*  darknefs*/  In  this  figurative  fenfe,  I  apprehend, 
the  darknefs  fpoken  of  in  this  paffage  is  to  be  under- 
flood,  fignifying  the  great  adverfity,  trouble,  and 
perplexity,  with  which  the  land  of  the  ten  tribes 
fbould  be  filled. 

And  the  people  Jhall  be  as  the  fewel  of  the  fire.  Fewel , 
you  know,  is  the  combuflible  materials  which  are  laid 
upon  the  fire  to  keep  it  burning,  whilft  at  the  fame 
time  they  are  confumed.  The  wicked  and  ungodly 
Ephraimites  were  to  be  as  fewel  to  the  wrath  of  the 
Lord  of  hofts,  which  they  were  the  inftruments  of 
kindling  and  increafing :  they  were  thereby  to.be 
confumed  and  deftroyecL  In  the  execution  of  this 
threatening,  the  law  of  retaliation  was  ftri&ly  ob- 
served. According  to  the  rules  of  juftice  and  equi- 
ty, the  fubje&s  of  this  prediction,  who,  in  open  de- 
fiance of  the  authority  and  judgments  of  God,  had 
lighted  up  the  fire  of  wickednefs,  fhould  be  made 
fewel  to  the  fire  of  divine  wrath.  ■  Ho  man  Jhall 
/pare  bis  brother.  One  gracious  defign  of  the  great 
Creator  in  conne&ing  mankind  together^  by  the  in* 
tixnate  relation  of  brethren  and  friends,  feems  to  have 
been,  to  induce  them  to  affift  and  relieve  each  other 
in  times  of  danger  and  diftrefs.  How  deplorable  then 
the  condition  of  the  Ephraimites,  when  no  man  was. 
to  fpare  his  brother ;  when  thofe  who  were  nearly 
related,  and  ought  to  have  helped  each  other,  laying 
afide  natural  affe&ion,  to  gratify  their  hatred,  re- 

*  Joel  iu  z% 

venge* 
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venge,  and  other  malevolent  paflions,  facrificed  their 

brother  to  their  malice  and  rage! Permit  me, 

from  this  fubjeft,  to  inculcate  brotherly  kindnefs  up- 
on  you,  my  friends.  Be  not  like  the  men  of  Ephraim : 
fpare  your  brother ;  not  tmly  thofe  to  whom  you  are 
related,  and  with  whom  you  live  in  fociety,  but  all 
thofe  with  whom  you  are  partakers  of  the  fame  hu- 
man nature.  Spare  your  brother :  fpare  his  reputa- 
tion, his  liberty  and  property,  and  lend  him  your 
friendly  aid  as  his  neceflities  require.  Be  kindly  af- 
fectionate one  to  another,  in  honour  preferring  one 
another.  If  this  is  not  a  natural  inference,  it  is  a  fa- 
lutary  advice. 

20  And  he  fhall  fnatch  on  the  right  hand, 
and  be  hungry ;  and  he  fhall  eat  on  the  left 
hand,  and  they  fhall  not  be  fatisfied :  they 
fhall  eat  every  man  the  flefti  of  his  own  arm. 

In  this  and  the  following  verfe,  the  fubjeft  which 
was  introduced  in  the  preceding  one  is  continued  and 

illuftrated. For  this  purpofe,  the  prophet  gives  a 

figurative  defcription  of  the  famiffiing  condition  to 
which  the  people  of  Ephraim  (hould  be  reduced  by 
the  horrors  of  war.  Diftreffed  with  want  of  the  ne- 
cefiaries  of  life,  every  one  fhould  greedily  grafp  on 
the  right  hand  at  fuch  provifions  as  he  could  lay  hold 
on,  to  be  the  means  of  his  fupport.  Having  done 
this,  ftill  he  was  to  remain  hungry,  deftitute  of  what 

was  fufficient  to  allay  the  cravings  of  nature. And 

he  jhall  eat  on  the  left  hand.  His  urgent  neceflities 
not  being  fupplied,  he  fhould  devour  with  eagernefs 
whatever  food  he  could  get  from  any  quarter,  on  the 
left  as  well  as  the  right  hand.  Notwith (landing  his 
repeated  efforts,  they  jhall  not  be  fatisfied.  This  difa- 
greeable  circumftance  may  be  confidered  both  as  their 
fin  and  their  puniflunent.  Their  defires  were  infatiable; 
and  the  confequence  was,  that  the  defpes  which  they 
felt  could  not  be  gratified.     *  The  righteous  (faith 

4  Solomon) 
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'  Solomon)  eateth  to  the  fatisfying  of  his  foul*.' 
Though  fometimes  they  may  not  have  enough  to 
fill  their  appetite,  they  are  content  with  what  divine 
providence  hath  allotted  them,  and  blefs  God  for  what 
they  enjoy.  Whereas  Q  the  belly  of  the  wicked  fhall 
Q  want:'  his  defire  fhall  not  be  fatisfied;  nor  the 
neceflities  of  which  he  complaineth  relieved,  fo  as  to 
afford  him  contentment.— —If  you  would  eat  and  be 
fatisfied  with  the  meek  of  the  earth,  look  upon  the  pro* 
vifion  you  receive  as  the  gift  of  a  kind  Father,  as  pro- 
cured for  you  by  the  mediation  of  your  Saviour,  as 
the  happy  effeft  of  your  honed  induftry,  and  be  felici- 
tous to  enjoy  with  it  the  divine  favour  and  bleffing. 

Tbeyjhall  eat  every  man  the  fiejh  of  his  own  arm* 
I  fuppofe  thefe  words  are  not  to  be  literally  explained. 
To  underftand  their  meaning,  you  mud  recoiled,  that 
a  nation  is  fometimes  fpoken  of  as  a  perfon  conftituted 
of  a  foul,  and  the  various  parts  of  a  human  body* 
The  fpirit  by  which  the  nation  is  a&uated,  and  the 
maxims  by  which  their  condu&  is  governed,  is  to  be 
confidered  as  the  foul,  and  the  people  at  large  as  the 
body.     la  this  political  body  there  are  thofe  who  a£fc 
the  part  of  the  arms,  by  whom  its  ftrength  is  exerted, 
and  its  fafety  preferved.     On  this  principle  I  explain 
this  predi£lion,  they  fhall  eat  every  man  the  flefh  of 
his  own  arm.     Every  one  almoft  was  to  be  employed 
in  cruelly  haraffing  and  devouring  thofe  whofe  bufi- 
nefs  it  was  to  fupport  and  defend  the  interefts  of  the 
nation.  Unmindful  of  the  laws  of  nature,  the  ties  of 
friendfhip  and  gratitude,  they  would  vex  and  deftroy 
thofe  ufeful  members  of  the  community  with  whom 
they  were  nearly  connefted,  and  to  whom  they  were 
obliged  for  their  efforts  in  their  behalf.  This  expofition 
I  have  adopted,  that  you  might  not  injurioufly  imagine 
that  tRe  Ephraimites  were  men-eaters,  and  actually  de- 
voured their  own  flefh  in  time  of  fcarcity  and  famine ; 
and  I  doubt  not  but  I  have  given  you  the  true  in- 

♦  PrQv.  xiii.  25, 

terpretation 
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terpretation  of  the  prophecy. Knowing  the  ter- 
ror of  the  Lord,  difplayed  in  the  terrible  judgments 
he  hath  executed,  we  perfuade  you  to  remember 
what  God  hath  threatened  to  inflidk  upon  tranf- 
greffors,  as  well  as  to  believe  what  he  hath  promifed 
to  beftow  upon  the  faithful.  Meditation  upon  the 
treafures  of  his  wrath  is  no  lefs  neceflary  and  ufeful 
than  the  contemplation  of  the  riches  of  his  mercy 
and  grace,  Serioufly  confider,  then,  not  only  what 
God  can  do  for  you,  and  beftow  upon  you,  but  what 
he  can  do  againft  you,  and  take  away  from  you. 

2 1  Manafleh,  Ephraim  ;  and  Ephraim,  Ma- 
nafleh :  and  they  together  Jhall  be  againft  Judah  : 
For  all  thl6  his  anger  is  not  turned  away,  but 
his  hand  is  ftretched  out  ftill. 

Thefe  words  foretel  the  difcord  and  confufion 
which  was  to  be  every  where  confpicuous  among  the 
pofterity  of  Abraham  at  the  time  to  which  this  predic- 
tion refers.— *-~Manaffeh,  you  know,  was  the  name 
that  the  patriarch  Jofeph  gave  to  his  elded  fon,  and 
Ephraim  was  the  name  he  gave  to  the  younger ;  up- 
on whom,  before  his  death,  he  laid  his  right  hand, 
and  thereby  gave  him  precedence  to  Manaffeh,  Thefe 
names  were  afterward  given  to  two  of  the  tribes  of 
Ifrael,  whofe  poffeflions  lay  contiguous  to  each  other  ; 
and  whofe  numbers  were  very  confiderabie,  when  the 
fum  was  taken  of  all  the  congregation  of  Ifrael,  from 
twenty  years  old  and  upward.  In  the  tribe  of  Ma- 
naffeh were  found  above  thirty- two  thoufand,  and  in 
Ephraim  more  than  forty  thoufand.  Between  thefe 
two  neighbouring  tribes,  and  between  them  and  their 
brethren  in  Judah,  there  were  to  arife  thofe  dangerous 
animofities,  and  that  bitter  contention  and  ftrife, 
which  are  a  great  calamity,  and  a  great  curfe.  Ac 
cording  to  the  maxim  of  Jefus  Chrift,  the  greateft 
and  mod  powerful  kingdoms  when  divided  againft 
themfelves  cannot  ftand.     Read  with  attention  the 

aphorilm 
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aphorifm  itfelf,  recorded  Mark  iii.  24.  *  If  a  kingdom 
*  be  divided  againft  itfelf,  that  kingdom  cannot  ftand/ 
Union  gives  ftrength  and  firtanefs  to  thofe  focieties 
which,  viewed  individually,  are  but  weak  in  them- 
felves :  it  communicates  order  and  (lability  to  things 
which,  feparately  confidered,  are  deftitute  of  thefe 
advantages  :  it  eftablifhes  harmony  and  peace  among 
thofe  who  are  conne&ed  together  by  the  ftrongeft 
ties.  But  when  union  and  good  agreement  among 
kingdoms  are  interrupted,  one  nation  injures  and 
aflifts  in  deflroying  another.  Manafleh  envies  and  de- 
vours Ephraim ;  Ephraim  envies  and  confumes  Manaf- 
feh ;  and  both  rife  up  in  hoftility  againft  Judah.  Such 
unnatural  contention  and  difcord  were  to  prevail  "* 
among  the  divided  pofterity  of  Ifrael,  as  the  juft  pu- 
nifhment  of  their  many  atrocious  tranfgreffions  com- 
mitted againft  the  Lord. This  prediction  feems  to 

have  been  fulfilled  about  the  time  that  Hofhea,  the 
fon  of  Elah,  formed  a  confpiracy  againft  Pekah,  the 
king  of  Ifrael,  whom  he  flew,  and  reigned  in  hi* 
ftead  ;  of  which  you  read  in  2  Kings  xv.  30.  Not- 
withftanding  thefe  heavy  judgments  were  inflifted 
upon  the  Ephraimites,  our  prophet  again  repeats  the 
awful  declaration,  For  all  this  his  anger  is  not  turned 
away,  but  bis  hand  is  Jiretched  out  JIM  ;  and,  there- 
fore, more  and  greater  calamities  were  yet  to  be  ex-  i 

pe&ed. Since  difcord,  and  a£ts  of  hoftility,  among 

the  tribes,  of  Jacob,  are  here  foretold  as  fev ere  judg- 
ments, fuffer  me  to  recommend  to  you  the  cultiva- 
tion of  unity,  love,  and  peace  among  yourfelves. 
Divifions  and  contentions,  with  their  fatal  attendants, 
confume  the  very  vitals  of  Chriftianity,  blaft  its  pre- 
cious fruits,  and  counteract  its  benevolent  defigns ; 
whereas  union  of  affection,  good  agreement,  and 
mutual  kind  offices,   will  pave  the  way  for  you  to  \ 

behold  and  experience  how  good  and  pleafant  it  is 
for  brethren  to  dwell  together  in  unity.  Then,  com- 
fortable thought !  the  God  of  peace  fhall  be  with  you. 

PRELIMI- 
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PRELIMINARY  OBSERVATIONS. 

THE  prophet,  after  finifhing  the  fe&ion  of  his  dif- 
courfe,  which  comprehends  the  firft  four.verfes 
of  this  chapter,  wherein  he  charges  the  Ephraimites 
with  iniquity  and  injuftice,   and  reprefents  the  pu- 
nifhment  which   on  that  account  was  to  be  inflid- 
ed  upon  them — proceeds,  at  the  5th  verfe,  to  foretel 
the  remarkable  judgment  whereby  the  Almighty  had 
deterihined   to  punifh  the  pride  and   arrogance  of 
the  king  of  Affyria,  who,   having  vanquiihqd  the 
Ephraimites,  thought  of  invading  Judea  and  Jerufa* 
lem,  and  extirpating  the  religion  ot  the  Jews,  as  he  had 
done  that  of  the  other  nations  whom  he  conquered. 
To  chaftize  that  haughty  monarch  for  this  infolent 
project,  and  to  comfort  the  deje&ed  minds  of  the 
godly,   who  were  gTeatly  alarmed  at  the  growing 
empire  of  Affyria,  Ifaiah  is  directed  to  declare,  that 
that  powerful  kingdom  fhould  be  overthrown  by  the 
immediate  hand  of  God,  without  human  aid,  and 
the  people  of  the  Moft  High  fhould  juftly  afcribe  the 
praifes  of  that  great  event  to  a  wonderful  divine  in- 
terposition.,    The   Jewifli   nation,   however,   having 
become  very  corrupt,  were  not  to  pafs  unpunifhed 
for  their  fins,  though  the  feverity  of  the  calamities 
to  which  they  were  to  be  fubjecked,  was  to  be  mixed 
with  much  mercy  and  favour.       ■  This  prophetical 
difcourfe  begins  with  fetting  forth  the  reafons  for 
which  God  permitted  the  Affyrians  to  aft  in  hoftility 
againfl:  his  people ;  namely,  that  he  might  punifh 
their  hypocrify,  that  he  might  purify  his  church,  and 
afterward  punifh  the  kings  of  Affyria  for  the  crimes 
they  committed  in  the  execution  of  this  work,  ver. 
5. — 13.     It  then  exhibits  fome  ftrong  proofs  of  the 
pride  of  Affyria,   which  required   to   be   checked ; 
with  a  more  full   defcription  of  the   divine  judg- 
ments which  were  to  be  executed  upon  them,  ver. 
13.— 20. After  which  is  reprefented  the  more  im- 
proved 
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proved  fiate  of  the  church  of  God  among  the  Jews, 
in  confequence  of  the  various  affii&ions  brought  upon 
them  by  means  of  the  Afiyrians,  ver.  20. — 24.  Thp 
prophet  next  proceeds  to  apply  the  above  predi&ion, 
concerning  the  downfal  of  Afiyria,  for  the  confola- 
tion  of  the  people  of  God,  ver.  24.-28.  H^  then 
concludes  with  a  particular  defcription  of  fome  cir- 
cumftances  with  which  the  expedition  of  the  Affyrian 
monarch  againft  Judea  was  to  be  attended,  ver.  28. 
to  the  end  of  the  chapter. 


CHAP.   X. 

WO   unto   them  that   decree   unrighteous 
decrees,    and    that    write    grievoufnefs 
which  they  have  prefcribed. 

The  charge  of  iniquity  and  injuftice  is  here  laid 
againft  the  Ephraimites  upon  a  double  account. 
Firft,  They  decreed  unrighteous  decrees.  The  word 
tranflated  decree^  is  derived  from  one  that  fignifies  to 
write  or  engrave;  and  ftatutes  being  commonly  writ- 
ten, it  is  ufed  to  exprefs  a  decree  which  hath  the 
authority  of  a  law,  and  is  therefore  engroffed  for 
prefervation  in  fome  permanent  record.  The  de- 
crees here  mentioned  were  unrighteous.  The  per- 
fons  who  enadted  them  had  arrived  at  fuch  audacity 
in  the  pra&ice  of  injuftice,  that  they  not  only  gave 
orders  to  thofe  over  whom  they  had  influence  to 
do  things  that  were  wicked,  but,  eftabliftiing  ini- 
quity by  law,  they  caufed  their  edicts  to  be  recorded 
as  public  evidences  of  their  violence  and  oppreffion. 
The  princes  exaded  of  the  people  the  moft  unjuft 
and  intolerable  burdens,  to  which  they  had  no  right ; 
and,  therefore,  God  gave  them  this  fahitary  advice, 

4B  by 
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by  the  prophet  Ezekiel :  €  Thus  faith  the  Lord  God, 

*  Let  it  fuffice  you,  O  princes  of  Ifrael :  remove  vio- 
4  lence  and  fpoil,  and  execute  judgment  and  juftice, 
c  take  away  your  exa&ions  from  my  people,  faith  the 

*  Lord  God*.'  The  rich  and  the  great  injured  the 
poor  and  needy ;  and,  on  that  account,  God  thus  ad- 
drafted  them  by  the  prophet  Micah :  c  For  the  rich 
c  men  thereof  are  full  of  violence,  and  the  inhabitants 
c  thereof  have  fpoken  lies,  and  their  tongue  is  deceit- 
c  ful  in  their  mouth  f  /  The  priefts  alfo  framed  un- 
righteous decrees,  which,  with  their  foolifh  inven- 
tions and  vain  traditions,  they  fubftituted  in  the 
room  of  the  law  of  God,  which  they  corrupted 
by  their  falfe  gloffes  and  forced  interpretations. 
Hence  the  heavy  charge  contained  in  Zeph.  iii.  4. 

*  Her  prophets  are  light  and  treacherous  perfons : 

*  her  priefts  have  polluted  the  fan&uary,  they  have 

*  done  violence  to  the  law.'  Thus  unrighteoufnefs 
filled  the  land,  the  city,  and  the  fan&uary :  it  re- 
ceived the  fan&ion  of  thofe  in  authority,  and  pervad- 
ed all  ranks  of  the  people.— —Secondly,  Their  fin 
alfo  cotififted  in  this, 

They  write  grievoufnefs  which  they  have  prefcribed. 
The  fins  of  Ephraim,  which  received  countenance 
and  fupport  from  thofe  in  power,  and  abounded 
among  the  people,  included  in  this  article  of  the 
charge,  feem  to  have  been  fuch  as  the  following : 
They  over-reached  and  took  advantage  of  ,one  ano- 
ther in  their  daily  intercourfe  and  tranfa&ions  in 
bufinefs :  they  withheld  from  others  what  was  their  un- 
queftionable  right ;  fuch  a$  the  wages  of  the  hireling, 
and  that  which  belonged  to  the  poor  and  ftranger : 
they  impofed  upon  the  lower  ranks  of  the  people 
thofe  heavy  burdens  which  they  were  unable  to  fuf» 
v  ^tanP:  they  delayed  and  perverted  the  execution  of 
juftice  and  judgment  in  thofe  inftances  wherein  the 
poor  and   the  helplefs  were  concerned.     By  pre- 

#  Ezek.  xlv.  9.  f  Micah  vi.  n, 

fcribing 
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fcribing  and  pradiGng  thefe  and  the  like '  enormous 
fins,  they  clearly  fhewed,  that  they  were  deftitine  of 
the  fear  of  God,  that  they  had  no  regard  to  righ- 
teoufnefs,  and  were  indifferent  to  the  divine  difplea- 
fure  which  they  had  awakened.  The  commiflion  of 
fuch  crimes  is  truly  grievous ;  but  the  writing  and 
prefcribirig  of  them,  by  which  they  acquired  a  kind 
of  fan&ion  from  abufed  authority,  is  indeed  grievouf- 

nefs  itfelf. Againft  perfons  guilty  of  fuch  flagrant 

afts  of  wickednefs,  wo,  or  complicated  rauery, 
is  denounced.  Thofe  who  enatt  unrighteous  de- 
crees, and  require  what  is  truly  oppreffive  and  griev- 
ous, however  elevated  their  flation,  and  fanguine 
their  hopes  of  impunity,  (hall  affuredly  know,  that  he 
who  loveth  righteoufnefs,  and  hateth  iniquity,  will 

recompenfe  them  according  to  their  works. What 

the  apoftle  Paul  faith  with  refpedt  to>fome  other  fins, 
I  fay  to  you  in  reference  to  thofe  now  mentioned, 
'  Let  them  not  be  once  named  among  you,  as  be- 
*  cometh  faints  V 

a  To  turn  afide  the  needy  from  judgment, 
and  to  take  away  the  right  from  the  poor  of  my 
people,  that  widows  may  be  their  prcy5  and 
that  they  may  rob  the  fatherlefs. 

The  wicked  defign  of  thefe  unrighteous  decrees  is. 
particularly  fpecified  in  this  verfe.— 1 — The  poor  and. 
needy  of  God's  people  were  maltreated  by  thofe  who 
ought  to  have  vindicated  and  fupported  them.  Among 
perfons  of  this  defcripticyi,  there  are  lbme  who  are 
fo  very  poor,  that  they  have  nothing  to  lofe,  and  fo 
very  needy,  that  they  have  hardly  any  thing  of  which 
injuftice  can  lay  hold.  They  have  neither  bread  to* 
eat,  nor  raircent  to  put  on.  There  are  others  who 
have  fome  liule  property,  and  who  enjoy  fo  much  as 
ferves  merely  to  preferve  them- from  abjed  poverty, 

*  Eph.  v*  3* 

and 
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and  to  fupply  prefent  urgent  neceffities.  Both  thefe  con* 
ditions  give  rife  oft-times  to  folicitude  and  deje&ion ; 
and,  therefore,  people  of  this  fort  fhovld  be  the  ob- 
jefts  of  fympathy  and  companion  to  thofe  who  are 
in  any  meafure  able  to  aflift  and  relieve  them.  They 
are  weak  and  helplffs,  and  often  with  great  difficulty 
procure  affiftance  in  the  extremity  of  their  need ;  and, 
therefore,  they  are  defcribed  as  thofe  <  who  have  nq 
*  help  V  On  this  account,  among  others,  God, 
who  is  gracious,  hath  recommended  them  to  the 
(rare  and  patronage  of  thofe  who  are  in  opulence  and 
power,  whilft  he  hath  taken  them  in  a  fpecial  manner 
into  his  own  protection,  and,  engaged  himfelf  to  be 
their  defence.  The  poor, .  of  the  laft  mentioned  clafs, 
feem  here  to  be  chiefly  intended,  whom  thofe  inverted 
with  authority  among  the  Ephraimites,  are  faid  to 
turn  afide  from  judgment,  and  to  take  away  the 
right.  Both  expreflions  feem  to  be  of  the  fame  im- 
port, the  one  ferving  to  illuftrate  and  explain  the 
other.  The  judgment  which  was  perverted,  confided 
of  the  right  which,  according  to  the  rule  of  equityt 
thofe  that  were  in  indigent  circumflances  had  ac- 
quired to  their  pofleffions,  in  which  they  juftly  ex- 
pe&ed  they  (hould  have  been  prote&ed  by  thofe  in 
iuperior  ftation.  This  judgment,  however,  was  turn- 
ed afide  from  its  proper  channel:  its  courfe  was 
retarded  or  flopped  ;  and  thus  the  poor  were  either 
deprived  of  their  right,  or  the  determination  of  the 
caufes  wherein  they  wer^  concerned  were  unnecefr 
farily  delayed,  which  is  fometimes  no  lefs  a  hard- 
fhip  than  unjuft  decifions. .  This  is  indeed  a  very 
great  and  aggravated  crime.  To  turn  afide  the  rich 
from  judgment,  and  to  take  away  the  tight  of  .thofe 
who  are  in  affluence,  is  a  fin  of  very  confiderabl? 
magnitude ;  but  to  ad  in  this  manner  toward  the 
poor,  is  ftill  a  greater  tranfgrefiion.  To  deprive  of 
judgment  and  right  thofe  to  whom  we  are  obliged  not 

*  Ffal.  lx*ii.  1 2. 

«    .    •  * 
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only  to  do  juftice,  but  to  give  liberally  for  their  fup- 
port ;  to  refufe  to  do  juftice  to  thofe  to  whom  we 
are  commanded  to  t>e  charitable,  to  take  away  from 
him  who  is  in  want,  to  trample  upon  the  rights  of 
thofe  who  with  difficulty  can  obtain  redrefs,  and  to 
injure  thofe  who  are  unable  to  refift,  yea,  perhaps, 
dare  not  complain,  mult  be  the  mod  complicated 
wickednefs :  especially  if  we  confider,  that  by  takirtg 
away  the  right  of  the  poor;  God  himfelf  is  deprived 
of  the  grateful  homage  and  praife  which  is  due  to  him 
by  people  of  this  description,  for  the  feafonable  affift- 
ance  they  receive,  by  the  faithful  performance  of  the 
promifes  which  are  the  ground  of  their  hope  and 
truft. 

That  widows  may  be  their  prey,  and  that  they  may 
rob  the  fatherlefs.  The  widow  and  the  fatherlefs  are 
commonly  the  moll  friendlefs  and  helplefs  clafs  of 
mankind,  arid  being  moil:  cxpofed  to  injuries  and 
oppreffion,  their  interefts,  with  thofe  of  the  poor  and 
needy,  ought  to  be  patronifed  and  fupported  by  per-* 
fons  in  authority.  How  odious  and  enormous  the 
crime  of  the  rulers  of  Ephraim,  who  afted  toward 
the  widows  as  the  rapacious  beafts  of  the  field  to- 
ward thofe  that  are  weak  and  defencelefs,  feizing  up- 
on them,  and  greedily  devouring  them  as  their  prey, 
feafling  upon  their  fpoils,  rejoicing  in  their  mifery, 
making  themfelves  merry  with  their  forrow,  and  rich  ■ 

with  their  property  ! And  that  they  may  rob  the 

fatherlefs,  by  violently  depriving  them  of  their  juit 
rights,  whom  they  ought  carefully  to  have  protected 
in  the  enjoyment  of  them.  How  daring  is  this  ini- 
quity, impudently  committed  in  open  defiance  of 
thefe  and  fimilar  divine  prohibitions  !  '  Enter  not  in- 
c  to  the  fields  of  the  fatherlefs.'  Enter  them  not  in, 
a  forcible  manner,  to  take  from  them  with  violence 
that  which  is  their  right  and  property.  Do  you  in- 
quire, Is  it  more  dangerous  to  enter  their  fields  than 
the  fields  of  other  perfons  ?  By  this  order  the  leaft 
permiffion  is  not  given  to  injure  the  grounds  of  any 

perfoa 
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perfon  whatever  ;  but  a  fpecial  caution  is  adminifter- 
ed,  to  beware  of  hurting  thofe  whom  God  hath  en- 
gaged to  relieve  and  prote&.  The  reafon  is  fubjoined 
in  thefe  words  :  *  For  their  Redeemer  is  mighty ;  he 

*  (hall  plead  their  caufe  with  thee  V  Though  the 
widow  and  the  fatherlefs  may  be  unable  to  plead  their 
own  caufe,  and  to  vindicate  their  own  rights,  and 
though  they  may  be  deftitute  of  friends  to  patronife 
them,  the  almighty  Redeemer  will  fupport  their  in- 
terefts,  and  effectually  plead  againft  thofe  who  wic- 
kedly injure  them.     '  Ye  (hall  not  affii£t  any  widow* 

*  or  fatherlefs  child.   If  thou  affliS  them  in  any  wife* 

*  and  they  cry  at  all  unto  me  :  I  will  furely  hear  their 
'  cry ;  and  my  wrath  fhall  wax  hot,  and  I  will  kill 
c  you   with  the  fword;    and   your  wives  fhall  be 

*  widows,  and*  your  children  fatherlefs  f •'  Notwith- 
standing the  many  inftru&ive admonitions  which  God 
hath  delivered  upon  this  fubje&,  perfons  in  power 
among  the  Ephraimites  perpetrated  the  moft  flagi- 
tious crimes,  in  their  conduit  toward  the  widow  and 
fatherlefs,  with  which  they  are  here  charged. 

To  what  I  have  faid  on  this  head  upon  former  oc- 
cafion^  I  hope  I  need  add  nothing  farther  at  pre-* 
fent. 

3  And  what  will  ye  do  in  the  day  of  visita- 
tion, and  in  the  defolation  which  fhall  come 
from  far  ?  to  whom  will  ye  flee  for  help  ?  and 
where  will  ye  leave  your  glory  ? 

The  righteous  judgment  which  God  was  about  to  in- 
flift,  on  account  of  the  above-mentioned  wickednefs* 
is  reprefented  in  this  and  the  following  verfe,  wherein 
the  condition  of  thefe  tranfgreffors  is  defcribed  as  truly 

helplefs  and  deplorable. As  they  had  taken  pleafure 

in  trampling  upon  the  facred  rights  of  the  weak  and  de- 
fencelefs  among  their  brethren,  fo  God,  in  punifhing 

*  FroT.  xxiii.  n.  f  Exod.  xzii.  22,  23,  24. 

then* 
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them  for  their  fins,  would  lay  them  defolate,  and  they, 
in  their  turn,  fhould  have  none  to  defend  them  from  the 
hoftile  attacks  to  which  they  were  to  be  expofed.  In 
fcripture-ftyle,  the  feafon  in  which  God  is  pleafed  to 
draw  near  to  a  perfon  or  people,  that  he  may  accom- 
plifh  various  important  purpofes,  is  called  a  Day  of 
vifitation.  Sometimes  his  vifitation  is  intended  to 
afford  deliverance  and  confolation  to  the  opprefled, 
by  extricating  them  from  fervitude  and  mifery,  and 
introducing  them  into  a  happy  and  comfortable  con- 
dition. In  this  fenfe  the  Lord  is  faid  to  have  vifited 
his  people  Ifrael,  when  he  delivered  them  from  Egyp- 
tian bondage  #  ;  and  to  have  vifited  and  redeemed  his 
people,  when  he  bellowed  upon  them  the  greateft 
mercy  f.  Sometimes  it  is  defigned  to  manifeft  his 
tender  care  and  conftant  infpe&ion  of  his  people, 
over  whom  he  exercifeth  the  mod  vigilant  attention, 
that  he  may  effectually  promote  their  bed  interefts. 
With  this  view,  he  declares,  that  c  if  his  children 

*  {hall  break  his  (latutes,  and  keep  not  his  command- 

*  ments,  then  will  he  vifit  their  tranfgreffion  with  the 
c  rod,  and  their  iniquity  with  (tripes  J.*  Such  times 
are  indeed  days  of  vifitation,  wherein  God  fenfibly 
draws  near  with  the  proofs  of  his.  kindnefs  and  fa- 
vour, which  he  moft  undefervedly  confers ;  and  in 
which  he  appears  with  his  rod  of  correction,  that  he 
may  adminifter  neceflfary  chaftifements,  and  reftore 
thofe  who  had  forfaken  his  law  from  their  wander- 
ings. At  other  times,  God  vifits  thofe  who  have  not 
profited  by  the  many  warnings  they  have  received, 
nor  repented  of  the  fins  they  have  committed, 
notwithftanding  the  repeated  corrections  that  he 
hath  adiriiniftered,  to  execute  upon  them  def- 
lating judgments  and  terrible  vengeance*  Hence 
he  thus  fpeaks,  by  the  prophet  Jeremiah.:  '  Shall  I 
'  not  vifit  for  thefe  things  ?  faith  the  Lord :  and 
'  (hall  not  my  foul  be  avenged  on  fuch  a  nation  as 

•  Exod.  iv.  31.  f  Luke  i.  68.         $  PfaL  lxxxix.  32. 

«  this  ?' 
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*  this  *  ?'  In  this  laft  fenfe,  I  fuppofe,  the  day  of  vi- 
fitation  is  here  meant,  denoting  that  awful  period 
wherein  God  was  about  to  punifh  the  prefurnptuous 
finners  of  Ephraim,  when  he  would  appear  in  the 
mod  formidable  manner,  to  avenge  their  unrighteous 
decrees,  and  unmerciful  dealings  with  the  poor  and 
helplefs.— —In  fuch  a  feafon,  the  prophet  inquires, 
What  will  ye  do  ?  Permit  me  to  put  this  que  ft  ion  to 
you,  my  brethren.  What  will  ye  do  in  the  day  of 
vifitation  ?  It  is  of  much  higher  importance  to  have 
a  proper  anfwer  prepared  to  this  inquiry,  than  to 
have  the  queftion  itfelf  illuftrated.  The  eventful  day 
is  fad  approaching,  when  God  will  vifit  you  not  with 
mercies,  and  gentle  corre&ions,  as  he  is  now  doing, 
but  with  terrible  things  in  righteoufnefs,  which  it  may 
be  you  look  not  for.  What  will  ye  then  do  ?  What 
bitter  anguifli,  and  confufed  horror,  will  then  feize 
upon  multitudes  !  You  may  flatter  yourfelves  now  in 
your  iniquities,  and  endeavour  to  palliate  your  fins 
by  various  excufes.  But  then,  O  man !  thou  wilt  be 
inexcufable,  and  (halt  not  efcape  the  righteous  judg- 
ment of  God.  If  you  are  fo  foolifh  as  rejett  the  re- 
lief offered  you  in  the  gofpel,  and  negleS  to  flee  to 
the  hiding-place  which  infinite  mercy  hath  provided, 
like  the  man  in  the  parable,  you  (hall  be  fpeechlefs 
and  confounded. 

And  in  the  defolation  that  Jhall  come  from  far*  The 
Hebrew  word  tranflated  defolation,  fignifies  fuch.  a 
terrible  commotion  as  is  fuddenly  raifed  in  the  fea  by 
a  great  ftorm,  when  the  waves  dafh  violently  againft 
one  another  with  a  hideous  noife.  This  affords  a 
juft  emblem  of  the  difturbance  and  confufion  which 
was  to  be  excited,  by  the  report  of  a  powerful 
enemy  rapidly  advancing  with  a  view  to  invade  and 
defolate  the  country  of  Ephraim,  by  whom  the  cities 
were  to  be  laid  wafte,  the  houfes  demoliihed,  the 
fields  and  vineyards  laid  open,  and  the  inhabitants 

#  Jer.  v.  9, 

killed 
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killed  or  ftripped  of  their  mod  valuable  effe&s.  In 
room  of  the  greateft  affluence,  fcarcity  and  want  were 
to  prevail ;  in  place  of  tranquillity  and  fecurity,  dread 
and  terror  were  to  be  experienced ;  and  inftead  of 
the  wine  of  grapes,  and  the  oil  of  olives,  the  people 

were  to  drink  the  wine  of  aftonifhment. This 

dreadful  ftorm,  which  was  to  be  attended  with  general 
defolation,  was  to  come  from  far.  It  would  not  take 
rife  from  any  of  the  neighbouring  natiow  with  whom 
Ephraim  was  furrounded ;  for  being  in  league  with 
Syria,  which  was  one  of  their  mod  powerful  neigh- 
bours, they  had  nothing  to  fear  from  the  kingdoms 
that  were  fituated  near  them.  The  prophet  therefore 
informs  them,  that  the  aflault  by  which  they  were  to 
be  laid  wade,  was  to  come  from  a  great  diftance, 
from  Aflyria  and  Babylon,  though  for  wife  reafons 
their  names  were  not  now  mentioned.  Thefe  king- 
doms lay  for  to  the  northward  of  the  land  of  Ifrael ; 
for  when  Ifaiah  inquired  of  Hezekiah,  king  of  Ju* 
dah,  From  whence  came  thefe  men,  who  brought 
him  letters,  and  a  prefent,  on  his  recovery  from 
ficknefs,  he  received  for  anfwer,  *  Tfhey  are  come 

*  from  a  far  country  unto  me,  even  from  Baby- 

*  Ion*/ In  the  certain  profpefl:  of  the  threatened 

defolation,  the  prophet  very  properly  inquires, 

To  whom  will  ye  flee  for  help  ?  and  where  will  ye 
leave  your  glory?  Affiftance  you  will  theijt  greatly 
need ;  and,  therefore,  you  ought  timeoufly  to  confi- 
der  to  whom  you  may  apply  with  hopes  of  fuccefs. 
In  vain  (hall  you  look  for  fafety  to  the  hills  and  the 
multitude  of  mountains ;  in  vain  (hall  you  feek  help 
from  men,  if  God  be  your  enemy ;  in  vain  (hall  you 
invoke  the  aid  of  the  Egyptians ;  m  vain  (hall  you 
truft  to  your  own  ftrength  as  means  of  defence ;  in 
vain  (hall  you  expeft  the  divine  i'nterpofition  and  de- 
liverance, without  which  your  whole  country  and 
poiTeifions  {hall  become  a  prey  to  the  hoftile  attacks 

#  Ifaiah  xxxix.  $* 

4.  C  of 
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of  your  enemies.  Where  then  will  ye  flee  for  help? 
From  what  quarter  can  you  hope  to  obtain  relief,  in 
the  time  of  the  approaching  defofation,  and  threatened 
ftorm  of  divine  wrath  ?  As  the  indigent  and  helplefs 
implored  your  affiftance  in  vain,  fo  you  fliall  feek 
that  help  and  relief  from  others  which  you  (hall  not 
obtain ;  in  confequence  of  which  you  fhall  be  covered 
with  fhame  and  difappointment,  and  lie  at  the  mercy 

of  your  conquering  enemies. *-And  where  will  ye 

leave  your  glory?  The  glory  of  Ephraim  confifted 
of  their  religion  arid  liberty,  their  property  and 
ftrength  as  a  nation,  with  all  thofe  privileges  which 
added  to  their  fplendour  and  importance,  whereof 
people  are  prone  to  boaft  and  triumph.  In  fuch 
things  as  thefe,  men  are  apt  to  confide  and  glory : 
hence  thefe  memorable  words  delivered  by  the  pro- 
phet Jeremiah ;  *  Thus  faith  the  Lord,  Let  not  the 
f  wife  man  glory  in  his  wifdom,  neither  let  the  mighty 
?  man  glory  in  his  might,  let  not  the  rich  man  glo- 
'  ry  in  his  riches.  But  let  him  that  glorieth,  glory 
c  in  this,  that  he  underftandeth  and  knoweth  me,  that 

*  I  am  the  Lord  which  exercife  loving-kindnefsi  judg- 
'  ment,  and  righteoufnefs  in  the  earth :  for  in  thefe 

*  things  I  delight,  faith  the  Lord  V  "The  glory  con- 
cerning which  our  prophet  inquires,  might  alfo  com- 
prehend in  it  the  children  of  Ephraim,  who  were  the 
crown  and  glory  of  their  fathers/  According  to  the 
faithful  promife  of  God,  that  people  were  exceedingly 
fruitful,  and  their  children  were  greatly  multiplied  ; 
and,  in  the  profpeft  of  defolatipn,  it  became  them  fe- 
rioufly  to  confider  where  they  would  leave  their  chil- 
dren, and  all  thofe  prerogatives  of  which  they  gloried. 
As  the  prophet  Hofea  foretold, 4  Their  glory  {hall  flee 
4  away  as  a  bird/  when  God  would  vifit  their  fins ; 
yea,  he  adds,  c  Wo  unto  them  when  I  depart  from 

*  them  f .' Tranfgreffors  ought  ferioufly  to  cate- 

jchife  themfelves  on  the  fubjedts  here  mentioned,  in  the 

*  Jer.  ix.  23,  24.  f  Hofca  ix.  n,  12. 

profpeft 
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profpeft  of  the  day  of  vifitation,  and  the  defolation 
that  (hall  come  from  far.  What  will  ye  do,  when 
God  will  call  you  to  account  for  the  improvement 
you  have  made  of  the  talents  with  which  you  are 
intrufted  ?  Where  will  ye  flee,  when  God  (hall  arife 
to  judgment,  and  his  wrath  (hall  be  revealed  againft 
all  unrighteoufnefs  and  ungodlinefs  of  men  ?  Where 
will  ye  flee  for  help,  when  God  will  lay  judgment  to 
the  line,  and  righteoufnefs  to  the  plummet,  and  the 
hail  (hall  fweep  away  the  refuge  of  lies,  and  the  wa- 
ters lhall  overflow  the  hiding-place  ?  Where  will  ye 
leave  your  glory,  when  the  day  of  the  Lord,  that  you 
have  put  far  away,  (hall  overtake  you  as  a  thief  in  the 
night  ?  Make  anfwer  to  thefe  inquiries  at  the  tribu- 
nal of  confidence,  as  you  would  not  be  alhamed  at 
the  coming  of  the  Son  of  God. 

4  Without  me  they  fhall  bow  down  under 
the  prifoners,  and  they  fhall  fall  under  the  flain : 
For  all  this  his  anger  is  not  turned  away,  but  his 
hand  is  ftretched  out  ftill. 

In  thefe  words  the  Lord,  by  our  prophet,  repre- 
fents  the  deplorable  condition  to  which  thofe  guilty 
of  the  crimes  above  mentioned  fhould  be  reduced.— 
Almighty  God,  in  whofe  name  Ifaiah  delivered  this 
prediction,  is  doubtlefs  the  Perfon  without  whom, 
deflitute  of  whofe  merciful  interpofition  and  pre- 
fence,  what  is  foretold  in  the  following  words  (hould 
certainly  come  to  pafs.  Without  his  neceffary  aid 
and  protettion,  they  (hall  be  taken  captive  by  thofe 
who  are  themfelves  in  captivity ;  they  (hall  be  fub- 
dued  by  thofe  who  are  themfelves  vanquilhed.  They 
Jhall  bow  down  under  the  prifoners.  Bound  with 
chains,  and  fent  into  places  of  confinement,  they 
fhall  be  obliged  to  bow  down  among  their  fellow- 
prifoners,  through  the  weight  of  the  fetters  where- 
with they  were  fattened,  or  the  low  roof  of  the  place 
in  which  they  were  to  be  confined.     Or  the  expref- 

fion 
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fion  may  refer  to  the  hard  bondage  in  which  they 
fhould  be  employed  during  fheir  captivity,  when  they 
were  to  be  compelled  to  bow-  down  to  the  yoke  of 
their  opprefibrs  like  beads  of  burden.— —And  they 
Jhall  fall  under  the  Jlain,  or  among  the  flain,  who 
were  to  be  killed,  in  the  day  of  vifitation,  by  the 
powerful  nation  who  was  to  invade  and  defolate 
the  land  of  IfraeL  Either  a  miferable  captivity,  or  a 
violent  death,  fhould  be  the  punifhment  of  thofe  pre- 
fumptuous  tranfgreflbrs  to  whom  this  predi&ion  was 
delivered.— *— For  all  this  his  anger  is  not  turned  aivay, 
but  his  hand  is  Jiretched  out  JIM.  Notwithftanding 
thefe  dreadful  threatenings  of  divine  judgments  to  be 
executed  upon  this  treacherous  people,  (till  greater 
calamities  awaited  them,  which  God,  whom  they  had 
grievoufly  offended,  would  afterward  inflift  upon 
them  as  the  juft  punifhment  of  their  crimes.— —This 
prophecy  feems  to  have  been  accompliflied  by  the  ca- 
lamities infli&ed  upon  the  Ephraimites  by  Tiglath- 
pilezer,  when  many  of  them  were  flain  in  battle,  and 
great  numbers  were  taken  captive  into  foreign  coun- 
tries, where  they  were  employed  in  the  moft  wretch- 
ed fervitude.— Hence  we  learn  what  we  ought  ne- 
ver to  forget,  that  there  is  no  Saviour  befide  God ; 
no  deliverance  to  be  obtained  without  him,  who 
commandeth  deliverance  for  Jacob ;  no  fafety  to  be 
enjoyed  but  in  the  care  and  protection  of  his  divine 
providence.  Convinced  of  this  important  truth,  let 
us  take  heed  that  we  live  not  without  him  in  the 
world,  deftitute  of  his  fear  and  love,  indifferent  to  his 
favour  and  approbation,  without  whom  we  mud  be 
miferable,  and  by  whom  alone  we  can  be  preferred 
in  peace  and  fafety. 

5^0  Aflyrian,  the  rod  of  mine  anger,  and 
the  ftaff  in  their  hand  is  mine  indignation. 

Here  begins  the  fourth  feftion  of  our  prophet's  dif- 
courfe,  which  contains  a  new  and  diftinft  prophecy.— 

The 
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The  prophet,  having  denounced  the  righteous  judg* 
ments  of  God  againft  Ephraim  and  Syria,  who  in- 
tended, with  their  united  ftrength,  to  attack  Judea, 
proceeds  to  addrefs  the  Affyrians,  who  were  to  be  in- 
struments of  executing  the  divine  vengeance  upon 
thefe  confederate  nations.  He  introduces  the  Affy- 
rian  monarch  glorying  in  his  former  vi&ories,  boaft- 
ing  of  his  power  and  forces,  and  elated  with  pride,  in 
the  profped  he  entertained  of  vanquifhing  Judah,  and 
occupying  the  city  of  Jerufalem,  in  open  defiance  of 
the  God  of  Ifrael.  He  therefore  reproves  his  teme- 
rity and  folly,  repreffes  the  daring  infoleflce  of  this 
haughty  prince,  informing  him,  that  however  often* 
tatioufly  he  boafted  of  his  armies  and  fuccefles,  he 
could  neither  move  nor  aft  unlefs  by  the  dire&ionof 
divine  providence,  nor  execute  any  defign  in  oppofi- 

tion  to  the  purpofes  and  counfels  of  God. The 

Aflyrian  to  whom  our  prophet  efpecially  dire&s  his 
difcourfe,  was  the  monarch  of  that  great  empire,  par- 
ticularly Sennacherib,  that  powerful,-  ambitious,  and 
haughty  prince,  as  will  more  fully  appear  in  our  pro- 
grefs  through  this  prophetic  oration.  Of  this  great 
king,  Ifaiah  gives  no  nattering  defcription,  nor  does 
he  afcribe  to  him  eminent  abilities ;  but  reprefents 
him  merely  as  the  rod  of  God's  anger ,  the  inftrument 
wherewith  the  Almighty,  who  was  highly  offended  at 
his  people,  would  chaftize  and  punifh  them,  all  whofe 
motions  depended  entirely  upon  his  pleafure,  were 
the  efFedt  of  his  power,  and  dire&ed  by  his  wifdom. 
By  this  figure  the  Aflyrian  is  exhibited  in  a  juft  point 
of  view,  utterly  incapable,  without  God,  of  doing 
any  thing,  much  lefs  of  performing  the  work  in  which 
he  was  to  be  employed,  of  ch aft i zing  a  hypocritical 
nation  for  their  fins.  He  is  therefore  emphatically 
defigned  the  rod  of  God's  anger j  who  being  greatly 
incenfed  againft  Ephraim,  on  account  of  their  many 
aggravated  iniquities,  was  about  to  corred  them  fe- 

verely  in  his  juft  difpleafure. In  the  following 

claufeof  the  verfe,  the  fame  fentiment  is  illuftrat- 

ed 
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ed  and  explained,  where  the  Affyrian  is  thus  de- 
fcribed : 

And  thejiaff  in  their  hand  is  mine  indignation  ;  or, 
according  to  the  Bifhop  of  London's  new  tranflation, 
"  The  ftafF  in  whofe  hand  is  the  inftrument  of  mine 
c<  indignation."  The  difficulty  that  occurs  here 
does  not  ieem  to  be  fo  great  as  fome  have  imagined. 
The  former  verfion,  in  our  Bibles,  reprefents  the  di- 
vine indignation  as  the  ftafF  which  fupported  Aflyria 
in  performing  the  work  afligned  them,  whilft  the  lat- 
ter verfion  exhibits  them  as  the  ftaff  which  God  Would 
employ  to  exprefs  his  indignation  againft  Ifrael.  The 
ftaff  here  mentioned  may  allude  to  the  inftrument 
called  by  that  name,  ufed  by  the  officers  of  juftice, 
for  punifhing  tranfgreffors  of  the  laws,  according  to 
the  appointment  of  the  judges,  who,  in  this  manner, 
teftify  their  juft  difpleafure  againft  the  criminal,  and 
their  abhorrence  of  his  crime.  In  allufion  to  this 
practice,  Aflyria  is  called  the  ftaff  of  God's  indigna- 
tion, whereby  he  was  to  punifh  thofe  who,  by  their 
complicated  wickednefs,  had  incurred  his  difpleafure, 
whom  he  was  about  to  chaftize  not  merely  as  a  fa- 
ther, but  as  a  judge.  They  were  to  experience  the 
painful  effe&s.  of  the  fevere,  though  neceffary  correc- 
tion of  the  indignant  Sovereign  of  the  Univerfe, 
whom  they  had  highly  offended  by  their  egregious 
folly,  and  perverfe  obftinacy.— — What  a  grand  idea 
does  the  reprefentation  here  given  of  Affyria  convey 
of  the  power  and  glory  of  Jehovah,  the  fupreme  Ruler 
and  righteous  Governor  of  the  world !  He  difpofeth 
of  the  kingdoms  of  this  earth  as  feemeth  good  in 
his  fight :  the  moft  powerful  princes  are  fubjeft  to 
his  authority :  all  of  them  are  his  fervants  :  to  one 
he  faith,  Come,  and  he  cometh;  to  another,  Go, 
tod  he  goeth.  In  the  words  of  our  prophet,  he  hiff- 
eth  for  the  fly  of  Egypt,  and  the  bee  of  Affyria ;  and, 
by  a  fecret  impulfe,  and  invifible  power,  he  effectually 
determines  them  to  execute  his  pleafure.  The  king 
of  Affyria,  though  a  great  potentate  among  men,  the 

"  terror 
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terror  and  fcourge  of  neighbouring  nations,  in  the 
hand  of  the  Almighty,  was  nothing  more  than  a  jod 
or  ftaffc  With  what  profound  veneration  and  re- 
verence then  ought  we  to  ferve  this  mighty  Lord, 
whofe  kingdom  ruleth  over  all. 

^» 

6  I  will  fend  him  againft  an  hypocritical  na* 
tion ;  and  againft  the  people  of  my  wrath  will 
1  give  him  a  charge  to  take  the  fpoil,  and  to 
take  the  prey,  and  to  tread  them  down  like  the 
mire  of  the  ftreets. 

Thefe  words  mark  the  occafion  on  which  the  Affy- 
rian  monarch  would  fignally  difplay  his  pride,  arro- 
gance, and  ambition ;  namely,  when  he  had  in  pro- 
fpe&  the  conqueft  of  Ephraim,  in  the  view  of  which 

he  feems  to  have  greatly  exulted. /  will  fend  him 

(faith  God) ;  /  will  give  him  a  charge.  This  declara- 
tion, the  meaning  of  which  it  is  eafy  to  understand, 
mult  be  explained  in  confiftency  with  the  pure  and 
perfeflt  nature  of  Jehovah,  who  can  never  require  of 
men  any  thing  that  is  finful  or  unjuft.  Though  pride, 
and  the  luft  of  power  and  conqueft,  may  dire&  the 
counfels  and  efforts  of  princes,  who  have  in  view  no 
higher  end  than  to  gratify  their  own  corrupt  difpofi- 
tians,  yet  there  is  not  any  thing  more  clear  and  cer- 
tain, than  that  all  their  wicked  defigns  proceed  wholly 
from  themfelves,  and  not  from  God,  who,  by  the 
powerful  influence  of  his  providence,  over-rules  their 
arrogance  and  ambition,  fo  as  to  fubferve  his  own 
wife  and  gracious  purpofes.  He  fo  dire&s  their  en- 
terprifes,  and  orders  events,  that  they  fhall  be  the  in- 
ftrument8  of  executing  determined  judgments  upon 
the  wicked,  and  of  manifefting  the  divine  glory  in 
their  punifhment.  When,  therefore,  the  prophet  af- 
firms, in  the  name  of  the  Moft  High,  I  will  fend  him, 
I  will  give  him  a  charge,  he  plainly  declares,  that 
Qpd,  in  perfett  confiftency  with  the  holineft  of  his 

nature, 
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nature,  and  the  re&itude  of  his  adminiftration,  would 
effectually  difpofe  the  king  of  Affyria  fully  to  execute 
the  work  which  he  was  about  to  affign  him. 

Againjl  a  hypocritical  nation^  and  againjl  the  people 
of  my  wrath.  The  nation  intended  was  Ephraim, 
which,  in  the  preceding  prophetical  difcourfe,  was 
charged  with  hypocrify,  and  againft  whom  was  kin- 
dled the  anger  of  the  Lord,  who  was  foon  to  punifli 
them  by  means  of  the  Affyrian.  Though  that  highly 
favoured  people  profeffed  to  know  God,  in  works 
they  denied  him,  having  become  abominable,  and  to 
every  good  work  reprobate.  With  the  inftituted 
worfhip  of  the  true  God,  they  mixed  the  idolatrous 
rites  of  furrounding  nations,  the  foolifh  fuperftitions 
of  human  invention,  and  the  vain  traditions  of  el- 
ders. Their  aflfeftions  were  divided  between  God 
and  the  world ;  their  hearts  were  not  right  with  God, 
nor  found  in  his  ftatutes ;  their  religion  was  a  hetero- 
geneous mixture  of  what  is  true  and  falfe :  their  pro- 
feffion  was  contradi&ed  by  their  pra&ice :  in  this 
manner  they  endeavoured  to  deceive  themfelves  and 
others ;  and  provoked  the  indignation  of  that  God 
who  will  not  be  mocked,  and  who  hates  deceitful  as 
well  as  bloody  men, On  this  account  they  are  far- 
ther defcribed  as  the  people  of  God's  wrath,  againft 
whom  his juft  difpleafure  was  to  be  directed,  and  on 
whom  it  mould  rail  with  a  crufhing  weight.  Their 
multiplied  tranfgreflions,  in  which  they  obftinately 
perfifted,  rendered  them  the  juft  obje&s  of  God's 
wrath  and  righteous  vengeance.  Therefore  he  waa 
to  fend  the  Aflvrian, 

To  take  the  fpoil,  and  to  take  the  prey.  The  fpoil 
and  the  prey  may  include  all  the  portable  and  va- 
luable effefts  that  belonged  to  the  people  of  Ephraim  ; 
fuch  as  their  corn,  wine,  and  oil,  their  jewels,  fur- 
niture, and  clothes,  with  various  articles  of  mer- 
chandise. All  thefe  the  Affyrian,  with  his  army, 
were  greedily  to  feize,  and  to  carry  away  with  them. 
As  for  their  houfes,  eftates,  and  cities,  which  were 

not 
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not  moveable,  thefe  they  would  demolifh  and*  deft roy 

#  to  the  utmoft  of  their  power.    The  expreffion  being 

repeated  with  little  variation,  feems  to  intimate,  that 

the  Aflyrian  (houid  certainly  and  thoroughly  perform 

this  fervice  upon  which  he  was  to  be  fent. And  to 

tread  them  down  like  tbe  mire  of  the  Jireets.  Thefe • 
words  exprefs  the  fovereign  contempt  with  which  the 
enemies  of  Ephraim  fhould  treat  them,  and  the  com- 
plete conqueft  they  were  to  obtain  over  them,  with 
their  utter  inability  to  make  any  effectual  refinance  to 
their  power  and  progrefs.  They  intimate  the  igno- 
miny and  difgraceful  condition  to  which  the  Ephraim- 
ites  were  to  be  reduced,  when  they  themfelves,  with 
all  that  they  efteemed  dear  and  valuable,  were  to  be 

trampled  upon  as  the  mire  of  the  ftreets. Let  us 

hearken  to  the  voice  of  the  rod  of  God's  anger,  and 
receive  inftru&ion  from  the  ftaff  of  his  indignation, 
with  which  he  chaftized  a  hypocritical  nation. 
Though  the  words  here  recorded  were  fpoken  by 
lfaiah,  the  voice  is  the  Lord's,  and  the  language  is 
that  of  the  rod.  It  loudly  proclaims  the  power, 
righteouihefs,  and  holinefs  of  Jehovah  :  it  plainly 
declares  the  folly,  wickednefs,  treachery,  and  in- 
gratitude of  men ;  and  clearly  announces  their  confe- . 
quent  danger,  guilt,  and  mifery.  The  rod  cries  to  us, 
Repent \  as  it  did  of  old  in  the  gates  of  Nineveh,  whofe 
inhabitants  hearkened  to  the  admonition,  underftood 
its  meaning,  and  repented  in  dud  and  afties.  It  cries 
to  us  alfo  for  that  righteoufnefs  and  mercy  which  ex- 
atteth  a  nation,  and  preferves  them  from  ruin,  when 
the  judgments  of  God  are  abroad  in  the  earth.  We 
do  not  learn  unlefs  we  are  taught :  and  the  rod  is 
.  fent  to  teach  us  thofe  lefTons  to  which  we  are  inat- 
tentive in  profperity ;  fuch  as  to  fear  God  whom  we 
have  offended,  to  worfhip  him  whom  we  have  ne- 
glc&ed,  to  be  obedient  to  his  laws  which  we  have 
contemned,  to  make  reftitution  to  thofe  we  have  in- 
jured, to  be  charitable  to  thofe  we  have  cenfured  and 
defpifed.     From  the  rod  of  God's  anger,  let  us  learn 

4  D      -  thefe 
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thefe  falutary  inftru&ions ;  and  then  (hall  we  hare 
caufe  to  fay,  with  the  royal  poet, c  Blefled  is  the  man 
4  whom  thou  chafteneft,  O  Lord,  and  teachefl  him 
c  out  of  thy  law  V 

7  Howbeit,  he  meaneth  not  fo,  neither  doth 
his  heart  think  fo ;  but  it  is  in  his  heart  to  de- 
ftroy,  and  cut  off  nations  not  a  few. 

* 

The  prophet  here  (hows  that  the  Aflyrian  fhould 
entertain  very  different  defigns,  in  his  expedition 
againft  Ephraim,  froih  thofe  which  God  had  in  view  in 

fending  him  againft  that  hypocritical  nation. The 

Aflyrian  meant  to  gratify  his  boundlefs  ambition,  and 
luft  of  exorbitant  power  and  conqtieft ;  and,  there- 
fore, laying  afide  all  regard  to  humanity  and  equity, 
he  implicitly  followed  the  di&ates  of  that  intolerable 
pride  and  arrogance  which  feem  to  have  been  the 
predominant  difpofitions  under  which  he  afted.  The 
defign  for  which  God  employed  him  tp  take  the  fpoii 
of  Ifrael,  and  to  reduce  them  to  a  ftate  of  abjeft  fervi- 
tude  and  captivity,  was  to  difplay  his  own  glory,  to 
punifli  the  aggravated  fins  of  his  people,  that  they 
might  feel  what  an  evil  and  bitter  thing  it  is  to  depart 
from  the  Lord,  that,  under  a  humbling  fenfe  of  their 
guilt  and  danger,  a  remnant  of  them  might  be  en- 
gaged to  return  to  the  true  God,  their  duty,  and  hap- 
pinefs.  The  Aflyrian  had  not  the  leaft  intention  of 
promoting  thefe  important  purpofes  which  the  God 
of  the  fpirits  of  all  flefli  had  in  view  to  accomplifh. — 
But  it  is  in  bis  heart  to  de/iroy9  and  cut  off  nations  not  a 
few.  He  meditated  the  execution  of  defigns  fuggeft- 
ed.by  infatiable  ambition,  avarice,  and  cruelty,  and 
the  other  bad  difpofitions  whereby  his  mind  was  agi- 
tated and  diftraded.  He  thought  o£  enlarging  his  do- 
minions, and  extending  his  conquefts,  not  by  huma- 
nity, clemency,  and  equity,  which  might  have  in- 

*  Pfal.  xciv.  12, 
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duced  neighbouring  nations  to  refort  to  his  ftan- 
dard,  and  fubmit  to  his  government ;  but,  in  open 
contempt  of  thefe  virtues,  by  which  human  fo- 
ciety  is  preferved,  he  meant  to  effectuate  his  plan  of 
operation  by  inhumanity,  rapacity,,  and  cruelty.  His 
heart  was  bent  upon  the  deftru&ion  of  nations,  that, 
upon  their  ruins,  he  might  enlarge  his  own  empire. 
His  mind  was  fet  upon  plundering  them  of  their 
riches,  laying  wafte  their  fields,  burning  their  ci- 
ties, and  fpreading  among  the  vanquifhed,  flaughter^ 
captivity,  and  bondage,  with  every  other  mifery  man- 
kind are  capable  of  fuftaining,  that,  in  this  manner, 
he  might  extend  the  terror  of  his  arms,  and  the  great- 

riefs  of  his  power. The  truth  contained  in  this 

verfe  is  often  exemplified  by  thofe  whom  God  em- 
ploys to  execute  his  purpofes,  who,  in  many  inftances, 
form  to  themfelves  defigns  very  different  from  thofe 
intended  by  divine  wildom.  Thus  it  was  with  Cy- 
rus, who  did  not  know  God,  though  he  furnamed, 
and  ftrengthened  him  to  fubdue  nations  before  him ; 
and  thus  it  is  with*  thofe  powers  whofe  hearts  God 
hath  inclined  to  fulfil  his  will,  and  to  agree,  to  give 
their  kingdom  unto  the  beaft,  until  the  words  pf  God 
fliall  be  fulfilled  *.  Than  this,  however,  there  is  not 
any  thing  that  they  lefs  meditated  and  intended. 
Aware  then  of  the  fin  and  danger  of  afting  for  other 
ends  than  thofe  God  hath  required  us  to  keep  in  view, 
and  folicitous  to  attain  the  high  honour  of  being 
workers  together  with  him,  let  us  diligently  ftudy  the 
mind  of  the  Lord,  and  uniformly  endeavour  to  ad- 
vance the  great  purpofes  he  employs  us  to  promote. 

8  For  he  faith,  Are  not  my  princes  altogether 
kings  ? 

The  king  of  Affyria  is  here  introduced  elated  with 
pride,  vainly  boa  (ling  of  the  greauiefs  of  his  majefty, 

*  Rev.  xvii.  17. 

-  ahd 
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snd  the  extent  of  his  empire.— Having  conquered 
various  kingdoms  that  poffefled  regal  power,  fuch  as 
Media,  Babylon,  and  Syria,  he  divided  them  into 
provinces,  and  committed  the  adminiftration  of  the 
government  to  thofe  who  were  called  Princes,  whofe 
office  it  was  to  preiide  pver  the  affairs  of  the  diftrift 
committed  to  their  care,  under  the  fupreme  authority 
of  the  Affyrian  monarch,  who  was  therefore  called  the 
{Jreat  King,  Of  thefe  princes  he  boafts,  that  they 
were  altogether  kings.  Certainly  that  perfon  is  not 
altogether  a  king,  who  hath  an  earthly  fuperior,  to 
whom  he  is  obliged  to  fubmit,  and  to  whom  he  is 
amenable  for  his  conduft.  If  then  the  princes,  of 
whom  the  Affyrian  exultingly  fpeaks,  were  obliged  to 
obey  him,  and  to  .render  an  account  of  their  admini- 
ftration when  required,-  it  is  obvious  that  he  foolifhly 
attributed  too  much  to  them,  and  magnified  their 
grandeur  far  beyond  the  truth.  Thus  it  often  hap- 
pens to  proud  ambitious  men,  when  extolling  their 
imaginary  greatnefs,  they  dilcover  the  mod  ridiculous 

vanity,  and  fall  into  downright  abfurdities. By  the 

in  fiance  before  us,  you  ought  to  be  warned  to  avoid 
extravagant  oftentatious  boaiKng,  which  cannot  pof- 
fibly  ferve  any  good  purpqfe,  remembering,  that  he 
that  is  lifted  up,  his  foul  is  not  upright  in  him.  They 
who  fpeak  highly  of  themfelves,  commonly  think 
themfelves  to  be  much  higher  than  indeed  they  are. 
Let  us  adopt  the  wife  refolution  of  the  apoftle  Paul, 
which  is  thus  expreffed :  *  We  will  not  boaft  of  things 

*  without  meafure,  but  according  to  the  meafure  of 
'  the  rule  which  God  hath  diftributed  to  us,  a  meafure 

*  to  reach  even  unto  you  V 

9  Is  not  Calno,  as  Carchemifh  ?   is  not  Ha- 
math,  as  Arpad  ?  //  not  Samaria,  as  Damafcus. 

•  * 

In  this  verfe,  the  Affyrian  glories  in  the  great  fuo 
cefs  that  had  atteijaed  his  arms  in  his  various  martial 

5  ?  c°r-  x,  13.  * 

enterprifes^ 
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enterprifes.— — None  of  the  cities  againft  which  he 
had  dire&ed  his  arms,  had  been  able  to  refill  the 
forces  fent  againft  them ;  but  all  of  them  had  yielded 
to  his  vidorious  armies,  fome  of  which  are  here  men- 
tioned. Calno  was  a  very  ancient  city,  probably 
built  in  the  days  pf  Nimrod,  the  mighty  hunter,  near 
to  the  river  Tigris,  to  the  eaitward  of  Babel*/ 
Carchemifh  was  a  town  built  on  the  Euphrates,  not 
far  from  which  Pharaoh-necho,  king  of  Egypt,  fought 
with  the  king  of  Aflyria,  when  Jofiah,  king  of  Judah*, 
was  (lain  in  battle  f.  In  ancient  times,  Hamath  was 
a  famous  city,  pofTeffed  by  the  pofterity  of  Canaan, 
lying  to  the  weft  ward  of  Damafcus,  near  the  bounda- 
ries of  the  land  of  Canaan,  and  frequently  mentioned 
in  the  .Old  Teftament.  Arpad.was  probably  a  city 
to  the  northward  of  Damafcus :  it  was  like  Hamath, 
a  royal  city,  and  once  belonged  to  Syria,  whofe  inha- 
bitants were  confounded  at  the  Aflyrian  invafion  J, 
Samaria  and  Damafcus  having  been  already  repeated- 
ly mentioned  in  this  prophecy,  I  (hall  not  here  add 
any  thing  to  what  I  have  formerly  faid  of  them. 
Thefe  cities  the  king  of  Aflyria  had  •  conquered,  and 
placed  them  nearly  on  a  level  with  refpect  to  the  pri- 
vileges they  were  allowed  to  enjoy,  as  is  plainly  inti- 
mated in  trie  words  before  us,  on  which  it  is  unne* 
ceflary  to  fay  any  thing  farther, 

10  As  my  hand  hath  found  the  kingdoms  of 
'the  idols,  and  whofe  graven  images  did  excel 
them  of  Jerufalem  and  of  Samaria : 

1 1  Shall  I  not,  as  I  have  done  unto  Samaria 
and  her  idols,  fo  do  to  JerufaleiA  and  her  idols  ? 

The  haughty  Affyrian  monarch  expreffes,  in  thefe 
verfes,  his  proud  contempt  of  the  God  of  Iftael,  by 
the  favour  of  whofe  providence  he  was  exalted  to  the 
throne  of  Aflyria.— —The  kingdoms  of  the  idols,  of 

♦  Sec  Gen.  x.  10.      f  2  Chron.  xjucv.  20.  etfeq.      %  Jer.  xllx. 

which 
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which  he  here  fpeaks,  were  the  nations  who  imagined 
that  they  were  indebted  to  them  for  prote&ion  and 
defence,  and  who  were  devoted  to  their  worfhip  and 
fervice.  In  the  ftyle  of  fcripture,  an  idol  is  nothing 
in  the  world,  and  confequently  is  no  god.  In  allu- 
fion  to  this  defcription  of  the  Heathen  deities,  the  fa- 
cred  poet  thus  invites  us  to  fing  unto  Jehovah :  c  The 
1  Lord  is  great,  and  greatly  to  be  praifed ;  he  is  to  be 

*  feared  above  all  gods.    For  all  the  gods  of  the  na- 

*  tions  are  idols  :  but  the  Lord  made  the  heavens  V 
They  are  not  what  their  deluded  votaries  fuppofe 
them  to  be,  nor  are  they  at  all  pofleffed  of  thofe  qua- 
lities which  are  vainly  afcribed  to  them  by  thofe  who 
do  them  homage.  Of  thefe  idolatrous  nations  the 
king  of  Affyria  boafts,  that  his  hand  had  found  them. 
He  laid  hold  of  them  as  a  prey  to  his  unbounded  am- 
bition and  rapacity :  by  his  viftorious  arms  he  obtain- 
ed over  them  complete  conqueft,  and  rendered  them 
provinces  of  his  extenfive  empire.  On  companion, 
it  appeared  to  him,  that  the  graven  images  of  thefe 
nations  far  excelled,  in  value,  fculpture,  and  magnifi- 
cence, thofe  of  Samaria  and  Jerufalem.  You  are  fur- 
prifed  at  the  comparifon.  Indeed  it  is  truly  aftoniih- 
ing  to  hear,  that,  notwithftanding  the  many  drift  pro- 
hibitions which  the  true  God  delivered  to  his  people 
Ifrael  againft  every  fpecies  of  idolatry,  there  were 
among  them  graven  images.  As  idolatry  was  for- 
bidden the  Ifraelites  under  the  fevereft  penalties,  it 
was  for  mod  part  fecretly  committed ;  atid,  therefore, 
as  may  naturally  be  fuppofed,  their  images  were  not 
fo  elegant  and  coftly  as  were  thofe  made  by  the  people 
among  whom  idolatry  was  publicly  authorized  and 
pra&ifed. 

Shall  I  not>  as  I  have  done  unto  Samaria  and  her 
idols ,  fo  do  to  yerufalem  and  her  idols  ?  The  vaunting 
monarch  here  animates  himfelf  to  proceed  in  hoftile 
attempts  againft  Judea,  by  the  fuccefs  that  attended 

•  PfaU  xcvi.  44  5, 

his 
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his  arms  when  dire&ed  againfl  other  nations.  The 
language  is  fimilar  to  that  ufed  by  the  meflenger  fent 
to  Hezekiah,  king  of  Judah,  whole  words  are  record- 
ed, 2  Kings  xix.  1 1,  12,  13.  By  fpeaking  in  this  in-  ' 
folent  manner,  this  proud  ambitious  pnnce  vilified 
and  blafphemed  the  true  God,  who  was  worfhipped 
at  Jerufalem,  as  the  king  of  Judah  acknowledged  in 
his  prayer,  after  he  received  the  meflage  above  refer- 
red to.  By  this  daring  conduct,  which  he  purfued  in 
open  defiance  of  the  omnipotent  Jehovah,  he  expofed 
himfelf  to  the  divine  vengeance,  which  afterward  fell 
with  a  crufhing  weight  upon  his  guilty  head, 
God,  my  brethren,  may  pals  over  many  fins  of  igno- 
rance and  weaknefs,  which  men  daily  commit ;  but 
when  they  prefume  to  profane  his  great  name,  and  to 
infult  his  glorious  majefty,  they  lhall  not  efcape  his 
righteous  judgment. 

1 2  Wherefore  it  (hall  come  to  pafs,  that  when 
the  Lord  hath  performed  his  whole  work  upon 
mount  Zion,  and  on  Jerufalem,  I  will  punifh 
the  fruit  of  the  ftout  heart  of  the  king  of  Affy- 
ria, and  the  glory  of  his  high  looks.  * 

The  prophet  now  foretels  the  certain  punilhment 
of  the  king  of  Affyria,  whofe  enormous  crimes  called 

aloud  for  vengeance, The  time  'which  infinite 

wifdom  had  fixed  for  abafing  the  pride  of  Affyria  is 
marked  by  thefe  words :  When  the  Lord  bath  per- 
formed his  whole  work  upon  mount  Zion,  and  on  Je- 
rufalem. This  expreffion,  as  the  learned  Vitringa 
obferves,  mud  be  underftood  not  abfolutely,  but 
with  confiderable  reftri&ions ;  not  as  comprehend- 
ing all  the  works  of  judgment  which  God  was  about 
to  execute  upon  Zion  and  Jerufalem  for  their 
fins,  and  the  great  work  of  redemption  which  was 
there  to  be  confummated  in  the  laft  days,  but  the 
whole  work  of  God  which  was  immediately  to  pre- 
cede and  introduce  the  fall  of  the  AfTyrian  empire. 

This 
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This  limited  fenfe  of  the  words  is  quite  confiftent  with 
the  rules  neceffary  to  be  obferved  in  the  interpreta- 
tion of  the  prophetic  fcriptures,  in  which  the  begin- 
ning  and  the  completion  of  the  work  of  God,  which 
is  always  perfeft,  are  indiffolubly  conne&ed,  and  a 
part  is  often  fubftituted  to  exprefs  the  whole.  In  this 
manner  the  words  of  Jefus  Chrift  may  be  explained, 
which  you  read,  Matth.  xxiv.  34.  4  Verily  I  fay  unto 

*  you,  This  generati&n  (hall  not  pafs,  till  all  thefe 

*  things  be  fulfilled ;'  where  he  affirms,  that  feeing 
the  predictions  he  had  delivered  begun  to  be  accom- 
plished, was  in  effe£t  beholding  their  full  completion. 
Agreeable  to  this  remark,  the  judgments  executed  by 
Sennacherib  upon  the  pofterity  of  Ifrael,  on  the  one 
hand,  may  be  viewed  as  the  certain  prelude  of  all  the 
calamities  afterward  inflicted  upon  them  by  the  kings 
of  Affyria ;  and,  on  the  other,  the  flaughter  of  Sen- 
nacherib's army  may  be  confidered  as  introduftory  to 
the  fall  and  definition  of  the  Affyrian  empirp.  Ac- 
cording to  this  principle,  the  import  of  the  words  be- 
fore us  is  fhprtly  this :  After*  God  hath  feverely  cha- 
ftened  his  people  with  the  rod  of  his  anger,  for  their 
hypocrify  afld  wickednefs,  which  was  the  beginning 
of  the  work  of  judgment,  which  he  afterward  com- 
pleted by  the  Romans,  he  would  then  punifh  the 
intolerable  pride  and  blafphenry  of  the  Affyrian 
monarch. 

Iwill  punijh  the  fruit  of  the  Jiout  heart  ef  the  king 
of  Affyria,  and  the  glory  of  his  high  looks*  The  ilout 
heart  here  threatened  is  entirely  different  from  true 
magnanimity  or  greatnefs  of  mind,  arifmg  from 
good  principles,  and  accompanied  with  other  virtues, 
which  excites  to  the  mod  laudable  and  renowned  ac- 
tions. It  is  an  odious  ftubborn  difpofition,  which  ads 
in  direft  contrariety  to  lowlinefs  of  mind  and  poverty 
of  fpirit,  whereby  people  are  inclined  to  thirst  modeft- 
ly  of  their  abilities  and  performances:  it  proceeds  from 
pride,  is  ftrengthened  by  external  grandeur  and  dig- 
nity, and  difcovered  by  vain  feltconceit,  and  foolilh 

boating 
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boafting  of  pad  exertions  and  fuccefles,  and  future  in* 
tended  enterprifes.  The  fruit  of  the  king  of  Afiyria's 
flout  heart,  was  a  daring  expedition  again  ft  Jerufalem, 
undertaken  in  proud  contempt  of  the  true  God,  and 
accompanied  with  blafphemous  infults,  repeatedly  of- 
fered to  the  Moft  High  over  all  the  earth.— —The 
glory  of  his  high  looks  fignificantly  expreffes  the  felf- 
fufficiency,  the  vain  glory,  and  the  fupercilious  dif- 
dain  wherewith  he  treated  his  inferiors,  which  were 
moft  confpicuous  in  the  countenance  and  conduct  of 
the  Aflyrian  prince.  The  Lord,  therefore,  who  liateth 
a  proud  look,  declares,  that  he  was  determined  to  pu- 
nifh  his  arrogance ;  who  was  among  the  chief  of  the 
generation  of  thole  concerning  Whom  Agur  thus 
ipeaks :  '  How  lofty  are  their  eyes !  and  their  eye-lids 

*  are  lifted  up  V— The  fulfilment  of  this  predic- 
tion you  may  read  in  the  thirty-feventh  chapter  of 
this  prophecy,  36th  and  following  verfes.— — Thus 
we  fee  the  proverb  verified,  which  faith, c  jfride  goeth 
c  before  deftru&ion,  and  a  haughty,  fpirit  before  a 

*  fall  f  .*  Righteous  vengeance  belongeth  unto  the 
Lord,  who  never  fails  to  punifh  the  pride  and  haugh- 
tinefs  of  men  in  the  mod  proper  feafon.  After  the 
prince  of  Tyrus  was  lifted  up,  God  fent  Grangers 
upon  him,  to  bring  him  down  to  the  pit  { :  when  the 
heart  of  Edom  was  become  proud,  the  Lord  threw 
him  down  || :  and  when  the  heart  of  the  king  of  A  fly- 
ria  had  waxed  flout,  the  Lord  declared  he  would  pu- 
nifh the  glory  of  his  high  looks.  Let  us  then,  with 
Nebuchadnezzar,  after  his  experience  of  this  truth, 
and  reftoration  to  his  kingdom,  '  praife,  extol,  and 
c  honour  the  King  of  heaven,  all  whofe  works  are 
*  truth,  and  his  ways  judgment ;  and  thofe  that  walk 
'  in  pride  he  is  able  to  abafe  §.' 

1 3  For  he  faith,  By  the  ftrength  of  my  hand 
I  have  done  it9  and  by  my  wifdom  ;  for  I  am 

#  Prov.  xxx.  13.      f  Pinov.  xvL  18.       £  Ezek.  xxviii.  6,  7,  8. 
I  Obad.  3,  4.        §  Dan*  it.  37. 

4  £  prudent ; 
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prudent:  and  I  have  removed  the  bounds  of 
the  people,  and  have  robbed  their  treafures,  and 
I  have  put  down  the  inhabitants  like  a  valiant 
man. 

This  and  the  following  verfe  contain  the  illuftra- 
tion  and  proof  of  what  hath  been  already  faid  re- 
fpedting  the  king  of  AflTyria,  of  whofe  arrogancy  and 

vain  glory  a  farther  description  is  given. To  his 

own  ftrength,  wifdom,  and  prudence,  and  not  to  God, 
whom  he  refufed  to  acknowledge,  he  infolently  afcribes 
all  his  great  exploits,  the  profperity  that  attended  his 
martial  enterprifes,  the  victories  of  his  armies,  the 
grandeur  and  extent  of  his  empire.  To  the  ftrength 
and  valour  of  his  troops,  to  his  political  wifdom  and 
difcernment,  to  his  discretion  and  prudence,  he  attri- 
butes the  honour  and  glory  of  all  the  defired  fuccefs 
that  crowned  his  military  operations,  which  corre- 
fponded  with  his  higheft  expectations.  To  thefe 
caufes  he  prefumptuoufly  afligns  the  following  effe&s 

of  power  and  conqueft : /  have  removed  the  bound: 

of  the  people.  The  people  here  intended  were,  I  fup- 
pofe,  thofe  who  belonged  to  the  Aflyrian  empire,  and 
to  the  feveral  neighbouring  nations  with  whom  the 
Aflyrian  monarch  had  fuccefsfully  contended  in  battle. 
The  boundaries  of  his  own  dominions  he  had  greatly 
enlarged  by  conqueft,  and  extended  his  fovereignty 
over  great  part  of  the  earth ;  and  thus  the  limits  of 
other  nations  were  much  changed  and  contracted. — 
And  have  robbed  their  treafures.  The  treafures  of  the 
people  fpoken  of,  comprehended  their  liberty  and 
property,  their  filver  and  gold,  and  other  valuable 
effefts,  which  they  moft  efteemed,  and  gave  up  with 
the  greateft  reluctance.  Thefe  treafures  he  vauntingly 
boafts  that  he  had  robbed,  either  by  concealed  fraud 
and  fecret  deceit,  under  the  pretext  of  afting  with 
juftice  and  equity,  or  by  open  force  and  violence,  con- 
fuming,  fpoiling,  and  deltroying  all  that  lay  within 
nis  reach.         And  I  have  put  down  the  inhabitants  like 

a  valiant 
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a  valiant  man.  The  inhabitants  of  the  different  dates 
which  the  king  of  Affyria  had  conquered,  he  deprived 
of  their  former  importance,  with  the  prerogatives  they 
had  enjoyed,  and  reduced  them  to  an  abje£k  and  des- 
picable condition.  Atting  in  this  arbitrary  manner, 
he  vainly  compares  himfelf  to  a  valiant  man,  a  (trong 
courageous  perfon,  who,  according  to  his  pleafure, 
difpofes  of*  thofe  who  are  weak,  and  unable  to  make 

any  effe&ual  refiftance. From  the  ftriking  inftance 

of  pride,  felf-conceit,  and  contempt  of  God,  here  re- 
corded for  our  inftruftion,  let  us  beware  of  vainly  at- 
tributing our  fucceffes  to  our  own  abilities,  and  ne- 
glecting to  acknowledge  the  fupreme  Difpofer  of  all 
events,  left  we  da(h  upon  that  dangerous  rock  which 
proved  the  ruin  of  the  Affyrian.  The  prophet  Habak- 
kuk  fpeaks  of  thofe  whofe  portion  is  fat,  and  their 
meat  plenteous,  who  facrificed  to  their  own  net,  and 
burnt  incenfe  to  their  own  drag.  They  afcribed  the 
honour  and  praife  of  all  their  affluence  and  enjoy- 
ments to  fecond  caufes,  and  thus  put  them  in  the 
place  of  God,  Aware  of  the  fin  and  folly  of  fuch 
condud,  c  give  unto  the  Lord  glory  and  ftrength : 
•  give  unto  the  Lord  the  glory  due  unto  his  name*.' 

14  And  my  hand  hath  found  as  a  neft  the 
riches  of  the  people  :  and#as  one  gathereth  eggs 
that  are  left,  have  I  gathered  all  the  earth,  and 
there  was  none  that  moved  the  wing,  or  opened 
the  mouth,  or  peeped. 

The  king  of  Affyria  is  here  reprcfented  as  glorying 
in  another  difplay  of  his  ftrength  and  wifdom. 
The  metaphor  employed  in  this  defcription  is  fimple 
and  beautiful,  and.  alludes  to  the  well-known  pradtice 
of  birds,  who  having  depofited  their  eggs  in  their  nefts, 
with  the  utmoft  attention  and  diligence,  take  care  for 
their  fafety :  if,  through  fear  of  being  catched,  they 

*  Pfcl.  xcvi.  7,  8. 

arc 
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are  obliged  to  leave  them,  and  quit  their  nefts,  they 
flee  about,  moving  their  wings,  and  peeping,  in  this 
manner  expreffing  fomewhat  refembling  grief  and 
concern  for  the  iofe  they  are  obliged  to  fuftain.     JJy 
this  figurative  language,  the  great  fuccefs  that  attend- 
ed the  Aflyrian  monarch,  in  colle&ing,  with  the  ut* 
jnoft  avidity,  the  riches  of  the  nations  he  had  con- 
quered, and  fubjetted  to  his  power,  is  fignificantly  re- 
presented.    The  firft  folicitude  of  this  avaricious  ty» 
rant  would  be,  to  find  out  whereof  their  riches  and 
treafures  confided,  and  where  they  were  laid  up; 
having  made  this  difcovery,  he  poffeffed  himfelf  of 
theiji  by  fraud  or  extortion,  by  grievous  impofitions 
and  exorbitant  taxes,  that  he  might  employ  chem  in 
gratifying  his  covetous  defires,  and  vain  glorious  de- 
signs,    Thefe  ads  of  injuftice  and  rapacity  reached 
not  only  to  the  people  of  fome  few  countries  which 
were  fituated  in  his  neighbourhood,  but,  if  we  believe 
this  vaunting  prince,  to  all  the  earth,  where  his  con* 
quefts  .had'  extended  far  and  wide.    By  this  infatiable 
covetoufnefs  and  cruelty,  he  would  no  doubt  oblige 
many  of  the  inhabitants  to  defert  their  habitations, 
and  flee  away  to  other  countries :  whilft  he  counter- 
acted the  great  ends  of  good  government,  inftead  of 
being  a  father  to  the  people  under  his  dominion,  and 
a&ing  toward  them  with  moderation  and  equity,  he 
deprived  them  of  thtif  liberty,  eftates,  and  poffef, 
lions,   and  obliged  them  to  fubtnit  to  the  greateft 
hardships.     Such,  however,  was  the  power  of  this 
great  prince,  or  rather  oppreffive  tyrant,  that  none  of 
thofe  whom  he  fpoiled  of  their  wealth  durft  refill  his 
power,  defend  themfelves  or  their  property  from  his 
encroachments,  or  complain  of  the   injuftice  and 
hardfliips  ^hich  they  fuffered.     Senfible  of  their  own 
inability  to  oppofe  force  to  force,  and  overwhelmed 
with  the  dread  of  (till  greater  evils  than  thofe  which 
they  felt,  they  quietly,  though  relu&antly,  fybmitted 
to  that  oppreffion  whiqh  they  could  not  avoid.  ■ 

TJie  charade  of  Sennacherib/  fcing  of  Aflyria,  is  here 

juftly 
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juftly  delineated,  in  fo  far  as  we  can  judge  from  other 
concurring  teftimonies  of  fcripture  and  ancient  frifto* 
ry,  which  attribute  to  him  the  pride,  rapacity,  and 
conqueft  whereof  he  now  boafts.— — You  who  are 
fond  of  amafling  wealth,  beware  of  increafing  your  * 

riches  by  fraud,  injuftice,  and  extortion,  and  of  add* 
ing  to  your  own  poffeffions  by  encroaching  on  the 
property  of  other  people.  To  augment  your  enjoy* 
ments,  and  to  gratify  your  avarice  and  vanity,  at  the 
expence  of  others,  efpecially  of  thofe  who  dare  not 
complain  of  your  conduft,  is  not  only  iniquitous,  but 
highly  criminal  in  a  peafant  as  well  as  a  prince,  and  a 
practice  always  dangerous  in  the  extreme*  .  / 

1 5  Shall  the  axe  boaft  itielf  againfl  him  that 
heweth  therewith  ?  or  fhall  the  faw  magnify  it- 
felf  againft  him  that  fhaketh  it  ?  as  if  the  rod 
fhould  {hake  it/elf  againft  them  that  lift  it  upf 
or  as  if  the  ftaff  fhould  lift  up  it/elf  as  if  it  were 
no  wood. 

The  prophet,  in  this  verfe,  fhews  the  abfurdity  of 
the  fentiments  above  delivered,  and  reprehends  the 
pride  of  the  Affyrian  monarch  by  two  apt  fimili- 
tudes,  in  which  he  again  reminds  him  of  his  entire  de- 
pendence upon  God,  and  that  he  a&ed  continually  un- 
der his  direction  and  control. The  haughty  prince 

is  informed,  that  his  vain  glory  was  no  lefs  abfurd  than 
if  the  axe,  with  which  the  proprietor  or  tradefman 
cuts  down  'and  fquares  the  timber,  fhould  vaunt- 
ingly  boaft,  that  it,  and  not  the  artificer  by  whom  it 
was  ufed,  performed  the  work,  for  executing  which 

it  was  employed  as  an  inftrumenr. That  his  felf- 

importance  and  felf-conceit  were  as  ridiculous  as  if  the 
faw,  ufed  in  cutting  wood  (fuppofing  it  endowed  with 
the  faculty  of  fpeech),  fhould  prefumptuoufly  magnify 
its  own  powers,  and  fet  at  nought  the  workman, 
whofe  {kill  and  ability  gave  it  the  dire&ion  and  force 
tfrat  enabled  it  to  perform  the  purpofes  to  which  it 

was 
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was  applied. That  fpeaking  and  a&ing  in  the 

manner  he  had  done  were  as  inconfiftent  with  the  de- 
pendent condition  of  a  creature,  as  if  the  rod  or  ftaff, 
that  is  no  more  than  a  bit  of  wood,  deftitute  of  life 
and  aSivity,  (hould  be  fuppofed  to  lift  up  itfelf  againft 
the  perfon  who  moved  it,  and  to  refift  that  agency, 
without  which  it  could  do  nothing.     What  inftruc- 
tions   are  thefe  fimilitudes  defigned  to  inculcate? 
They  clearly  teach,  that  nothing  can  be  more  impious 
and  abfurd  than  that  men,  however  eminent  their 
flation,  and  great  their  power,  afcribe  to  themfelves, 
independent  of  God,  the  dire&ion  and  government 
of  the  affairs  of  this  world.     The  invifible  things  of 
God,  even  his  eternal  power  and  Godhead,  are  as 
confpicuous  in  the  things  that  are  done,  as  in  the 
things  that  are  made.     True,  indeed,  God  is  pleafed 
to  ufe  inftruments  for  executing  his  purpofes,  not  be* 
caufe  he  cannot,  with  equal  eafe  and  fyccefs,  work 
without  them;   but  that,  by  their  means,  he  may 
more  illuftrioufly  difplay  his  own  glory,  that  he  may 
employ  every  creature  in  his  fervice,  and  difpofe  of 
it  according  to  his  pieafure.^r-^-They  plainly  inform 
ys,  that  the  king  of  Affyria  entirely  depended  upon 
God  in  all  his  motions  and  enterprifes,  not  with  (land- 
ing he  was  infenfible  of  this  dependence.     All  the 
powers  he  poffeffed,  of  deliberating  upon  public  af- 
fairs, of  forming  plans  of  operation,  and  carrying 
them  into  execution,  proceeded  from  God,  without 
whom  he  could  do  nothing ;   and  who,  >yhen  he 
pleafed,   could   have  deprived  him  of  his  abilities. 
The  exercife  of  all  his  faculties  were  fo  limited  and 
circumfcribed  by  divine  providence,  that  he  could 
not  do  more  or  lefs,  or  a&  otherwife,  than  to  fulfil 
the  counfel  of  the  Moft  High.      This  do&rine  is 
founded  upon  fcripture,  where  we  are  taught,  that 
the  great  Lord  of  the  univerfe,  though  infinitely  holy 
in  all  his  operations,  fo  prefides  over  the  attions  of 
jnen,  that  nothing  can  happen  contrary  to  hi$  decree, 
^jid  that  even  their  criminal  conduit  he  renders  fuh* 

fervient 


Ver.  16     PROPHECIES  of  ISAIAH.  $n 

fervient  to  the  purpofes  whereby  his  own  glory  is 
manifefted.  Of  this  truth  a  remarkable  proof  is  ad- 
duced by  the  apoftle  Peter,  who  affirms,  that  the  cru- 
cifixion of  Jefus  Chrift,  by  wickejl  hands,  was  by  the 
determinate  counfel  and  foreknowledge  of  God  *.  I 
attempt  not  to  explain  the  manner  of  the  divine  ope- 
ration, nor  to  fhew  the  confiftency  of  this  doftrine 
with  the  perfeft  *  purity  and  re&itude  of  Jehovah, 
which  is  perhaps  too  profound  a  fubjed  to  be  invefti- 
gated  by  human  underftanding  in  its  prefent  enfeebled 
and  corrupted  (late ;  and,  therefore,  this  matter 
ought  always  to  be  treated  with  the  greateft  modefty 
and  delicacy.— —What  is  man,  in  his  belt  eftate, 
that  he  fhould  be  proud  and  vain  glorious  ?  Whatever 
prerogatives  we  enjoy,  it  becomes  us  often  to  re.^ 
member,  and  humbly  to  acknowledge,  that  we  are 
duft  and  afhes,  a  fhadow,  a  vapour,  a  flower  in  the 
field,  and  altogether  vanity ;  and  that,  as  inftruments 
in  the  hand  of  God,  we  are  no  more  than  the  axe  and 
the  faw  in  the  hand  of  the  artificer.  Deeply  con- 
vinced that  all  the  gifts  and  powers  with  which  we 
are  furniihed  proceed  from  God,  let  us  beware  of  em- 
ploying them  as  weapons  of  rebellion  a^ainft  him, 
and  of  becoming  proud  and  vain  of  what  we  have  re- 
ceived from  him. 

1 6  Therefore  fhall  the  Lord,  the  Lord  of 
holts,  fend  among  his  fat  ones  leannefs,  and  un- 
der his  glory  he  fhall  kindle  a  burning  like  the 
burning  of  a  fire. 

In  this  and  the  following  verfes,  the  punifhment 
hinted  at  in  the  12th  verfe  is  more  particularly  re- 
prefented,  which  God  determined  to  inflid  upon  the 
AfTyrian  monarch,  on  account  of  his  pride  and  rapa- 
city.  The  author  of  the  following  judgments  is  the 

Lord,  the  Lord  of  hofts,  who  is  holy  in  all  his  ways, 
juft  and  true  in  all  his  works;  who,  by  the  fulfilment 

*  Ads  ii.  23,    • 

of 
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of  this  predi&ion,  was  to  afford  an  eminent  difplay 
of  his  majefty,  omnipotence,  and  tender  care  of  his 
people.    The  mftruments  of  divine  vengeance  being 
frequently  vifible  and  felt,  we  are  too  apt  to  negleft 
to  inquire  into  the  caufes  from  which  it  proceeds,  to 
overlook  the  appointment  of  the  Lord  of  hofts,  to 
difquiet  ourfelves,  and  to  fret  againft  thofe  who  have 
been  the  means  of  our  puniihment ;  and,  therefore, 
the  fcripture  often  leads  up  our  thoughts  to  him  who 
corre&eth  the  nations.     Let  us  attend  to  the  various 
inftruttive  emblems  by  which  our  prophet  defcribes 
the  judgments*  to  be  executed  upon  Aflyria.    The  firft 
metaphor  is  taken  from  a  confumption,  which  waftes 
the  flefh  and  fatnefs,  and  impairs  the  beauty  and 
vigour  of  health  and  profperity.     By  the  fat  ones  of 
the  king  of  Aflyria,  may  be  meant  his  numerous, 
well-difciplined,  flout,  good-looking  foldiers,   who 
were  much  admired  by  thofe  who  beheld  them  on 
account  of  their  appearance:  or  by  them  might  be 
intended  his  nobles,   governors,  and  chief  officers, 
with    other  great  men  who  were  his  attendants* 
Among  thefe  God  declares  he  would  fend  leannefs, 
which  being  often  the  effed  of  diftrefs,  is  accompa- 
nied with  great  weaknefs,  and  a  mean  appearance* 
The  expreffion  may  denote,  that  the  AfTyrian  army 
was  to  be  deprived  of  its  beft  troops  by  a  fudden 
mortal  diftemper,   which  was  to  make  fad  ravages 
among  the  principal  officers,  whilft  thofe  who  re- 
mained wete  to  look  ill,  pale,  and  lean.     A  predic- 
tion very  fimilar  to  this  was  afterward  delivered  by 
the  prophet  Zephaniah,  againft  the  children  of  Moab 
and  Ammon,  who  reproached  the  people  of  God, 
and  magnified  themfelves  againft  them  :  *  This  fhali 

*  they  have  for  their  pride,  becaufe  they  have  re- 

*  proached  and   magnified   themfelves  againft   the 
€  people  of  the  Lord  of  hofts.     The  Lord  will  be 

*  terrible  unto  them :  for  he  will  famifh  all  the  gods 

*  of  the  earth  V 

*  Zepb.  ii.  10,  IX. 

And 
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And  under  his  glory  he  Jhall  kindle  a  burning  like 
the  burning  of  a  fire.  The  metaphor  here  ufed  alludes 
to  the  fire,  which,  in  a  very  fhott  time,  reduces  to 
afhes  the  combuftible  matter  that  lies  within  its  reach. 
Fire  is  frequently  mentioned  in  fcripture,  as  the  in- 
flrument  which  God  employs  in  executing  righteous 
judgment  Upon  linnets.     The  Lord  rained  upon  So- 
dom* and  Gomorrah,  brimftone  and  fire  from  the 
Lord  out  of  heaven  *♦  Among  the  wonderful  plagues 
fent  upon  the  Egyptians,  was  fire  mingled  with  hail  f* 
When  the  anger  of  the  Lord  was  kindled  againft  the 
Ifraelites,  on  account  of  their  murmuring,  we  read, 
that  the  fire  of  the  Lord  burnt  among  them,  and 
confumed  them  who  were  in  the  uttermoft  parts  of 
the  camp  J.     At  the  requeft  of  the  prophet  Elijah, 
fire  came  down  from  heaven,  and  confumed  the  cap- 
tain, and  his  fifty  men,  that  were  fent  to  apprehend 
him  ||.     In  thefe  and  other  inftances,  the  fire  fpoken 
of  was  extraordinary  and  miraculous,  as  was  that 
which  is  threatened  to  confume  the  glory  of  Affyria, 
confiding  in  the  well-furnifhed  powerful  army  of 
that  empire,  which  conftituted  its  ftrength  and  de- 
fence.    Under  this  glory  the  Lord  was  to  kindle  a 
burning,  whereby  it  fhould  fuddenly  and  irrefiftibly 
be  devoured.     The  prophecy,  when  compared  with 
the  accomplifliment,  which  you  read,  2  Kings  xix* 
35.  et  feq.  is  eafy  to  be  underftood,  and  therefore 
requires  little  illuftration.     By  this  fire,   Sennache- 
rib,  king  of  Affyria,    loft,    in  one  night,  of  his 
vafl  army  lying  before  Jerufalem,  one  hundred  and 
eighty-five  thoufand  men ;  after  which,  with  the  re- 
mainder, he  was  obliged  to  return  to  his  own  coun- 
try, where  not  long  after  he  was  put  to  death  by  his 
fons.     In  this  manner  was  the  predi&ion  before  us 
mod  remarkably  verified;  and  the  event  is  record- 

*  Gen.  xix.  24.       f  Exod.  **•  ?3»  24.       X  Numb.  xi.  1.  etfeq. 
]|   2  Kings  i.  10. 

3?  e£ 


59^  LECTURES  on  the         Chap.  X. 

ed  for  our  admonition,  upon  whom  the  ends  of  the 
world  are  come. 

i  y  And  the  light  of  Ifrael  (hall  be  for  a  fire, 
and  his  holy  One  for  a  flame :  and  it  fhall  burn 
and  devour  his  thorns  and  his  briers  in  one  day. 

The  judgment  threatened  in  the  preceding  verfe  is 

in  thefe  words  farther  defcribed  and  explained. 1 

fuppofe  the  Son  of  God,  the  Angel  of  the  divine 
prcfence,  to  whom  is  committed  the  adminiftration 
,of  all  the  affairs  relative  to'  the  church  of  God,  is 
the  Perfon  intended  by  the  light  of  Ifrael,  and  his  ho- 
ly  One.    This  character  juftly  belongs  to  him  who  is 
light*  and  in  whom  is  no  darknefs  at  all  j  who  is  the 
,    jrue  light,  prefigured  by  the  typical  lamps  hung  out 
to  alleviate  the  darknefs  of  die  former  difpenfation ; 
and  who,  by  this  defignation,  is  diftinguiflied  from 
thofe  dangerous  falfe  lights  that  have  appeared  in  the 
world.     He  is  the  light  of  the  world,  who  fpake  na- 
tural light  into  exiftence,  who  lighted  up  all  the  great 
luminaries  of  heaven,  and  enlighteneth  every  man 
that  cometh  into  the  world  with  the  light  of  reafon 
and  underftanding.    This  defer iption  may  have  a  fpe- 
cial  reference  to  the  very  confpicuous  part  which  this 
illuftrious  Perfon  a&ed  toward  Ifrael,  when  he  con- 
duced them  out  of  Egypt,  through  the  wildernefs,  to- 
ward the  promifed  land  of  reft.     By  a  pillar  of  fire, 
he  illuminated  their  camp,  and  dire&ed  their.marches 
ithrough  the  defert,  during  the  darknefs  of  the  night ; 
and  afforded  them  all  that  typical  light  which  they 
enjoyed  from  the  inftitutions  of  the  law.     Efpecially 
as  he  the  light  of  Ifrael,  as  he  enlightens  them  with 
the  knowledge  of  the  truths  and  ways  of  God ;  and 
whilft  he  confumes  their  enemies/  he  purifies  them 
from  corruption  to  be  a  peculiar  -people,  zealous  of 

good  works. With  equal  propriety  is  the  Son  of 

God  called  his  holy  One.     In  his  divine  nature,  he  is 
glorious  in  holinefs  j  in  his  human  nature,  he  is  holy, 

harmless, 
J 
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barmlc  fs,  and  undefiled ;  in  all  his  offices,  operations, 
and  inftruclions,  he  difplays  the  mpft  confummate 
righteoufnefs,  rc&itude,  and  purity ;  ahd  from  him 
proceed  all  thofe  beauties  of  holinefs  with  which  his 
people  are  adorned,  and  in  which  they  fliine  forth* 
before  men,  to  the  glory  of  their  heavenly  Fatheh-— 
Concerning  this  glorious  Perfon  the  prophet -de- 
clares, that*  in  the  deftruction  of  Affyria,  . 
He  jhallbefor  ajirc9  and  for  a  flame :  anditjhall 
burn  and  devour  his  thorns  and  briers  in  one  day.   De*. 
vouring  fire  and  flame  make  a  terrible  appearance  in 
the  view  of  fpe&ators.     What  a  dreadful  fight  to  be- 
hold a  large  fhip  of  war  on  fire,  or  a  great  city  in 
flames !   Fire  and  flame  not  only  ftrike  the  beholders 
with  terror,  but  alfo  give  occafion  to  great  pain  and 
agony  to  thofe  on  whom  they  lay  hold  ;  and,  there, 
fore,  when  the  judgments  of  God  were  abroad  on  the 
earth,  our  prophet  thus  defcribes  his  own  condition, 
and  that  of  his  devout  countrymen :  '  As  a  woman,. 
c  with  child  that  draweth  near  the  time  of  her  delivery 
c  is  in  pain,  and  crieth  out  in  her  pangs ;  fo  haveVe 
c  been  in  thy  fight,  O  Lord  V     To  this  I  add,  that 
•fire  and  flame  deftroy  all  that  lie  within  their  reach : 
hence  the  royal  poet  thus  fpeaks  of  defolating  judge- 
ments :  c  Thou  {halt  make  them  as  a  fiery  oven  in  the . 
6  time  of  thine  anger :  the  Lord  fhall  fwallow  them, 
c  up  in  his  wrath,  and  the  fire  fhall  devour  themf.*  • 
On  thefe  and  fimilar  accounts,  the  light,  and  holy , 
One  of  Ifrael  is  here  foretold  to  be  for  a  fire  and 
flame.     How  formidable,  how  terrible  would  be  his 
appearance  at  the  time  to  which  this  prediction  re* . 
fers,  when  his  kindled  wrath  was  quickly  to  confume 
the  glory  of  one  of  th$  greateft  empires  in  the  world ! 
How  acute  the  pain,  how  great  the  diftrefs,  which 
would  be  felt  by  thofe  who  were  confumed  by  this 
fire  and  fl^me,  and  how  dreadful  the  confumption 
that  was  to  attend  the  acqpmplifhment  of  the  Qvent 

*  Ifaiah  xxvi,  17,  -J*  Pfal.  xxi.  9. 

here 
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here  foretold !  and,  therefore,  with  great  propriety, 
the  judgment,  to  be  executed  by  the  Son  of  God,  is 
expreffed  by  fire  and  flame,  which  were  to  devour 
the  briers  and  thorns  in  one  day.  The  Affyrian  forces, 
compofed  of  the  common  people  of  that  extenfive 
empire,  are  doubtlefs  intended  by  the  figurative  de- 
fcription  of  briers  and  thorns.  Like  thefe  kinds  of 
bufhes,  they  were  exceeding  numerous,  clofely  inter- 
woven and  connected  with  one  another :  none  could 
touch  them,  far  lefs  break  through  them,  without 
being  much  hurt ;  and,  like  combuflible  fluff,  they 
were  ready  to  be  confumed  by  fire  and  flame.  So  ra- 
pid was  to  be  the  progrefs  of  divine  judgment,  that 
they  were  to  be  devoured  in  one  day,  in  a  very  fhort 
fpace  of  time,  alluding  probably  to  the  fudden  over- 
throw  of  Sennacherib's  army  in  one  night. 

1 8  And  fhall  confume  the  glory  of  his  foreft, 
and  of  his  fruitful  field,  both  foul  and  body : 
and  they  fhall  be  as  when  a  ftandard-bearer 
fainteth. 

The  dreadful  progrefs  of  the  above-mentioned  de- 
vouring fire  and  flame  is  here  marked,  and  its  direful 
effe&s  upon  Aflyria  are  more  fully  delineated.— 
The  fpreft  of  the  king  of  Aflyria,  the  glory  of  which 
was  to  be  confumed,  is  not  to  be  literally  explained, 
of  the  royal  foreft  that  contained  all  forts  of  game  be- 
longing to  the  king ;  but  muft  be  figuratively  under- 
ftood,  either  as  denoting  thofe  large  and  populous 
cities,  in  which  were  built  magnificent  palaces  and 
temples,  with  other  public  edifices,  and  vaft  numbers 
of  houfes,  fome  of  which  contained  the  moft  eminent 
people  in  the  empire ;  or  rather,  as  fignifying  the 
principal  viceroys,  the  richeft  nobles,  the  moft  power- 
ful rulers,  and  valiant  commanders,  who  were  renown- 
ed for  the  dignity  of  their  rank,  the  fplendour  of 
their  condition,  and  their  courage  in  the  time  of  dan- 
.  ger.— —The  glory  of  his  fruitful  field,  may  either  de- 
note 

•   9  *        m  -* 
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note  the  plentiful  produ&ions  of  the  fertile  lands  be- 
longing to  Affyria,  fuch  as  corn,  wine,  and  oil,  the 
delicious  fruits  with  which  their  country  abounded, 
with  the  prodigious  quantities  of  cattle  which  attend- 
ed the  A  fly  ri  an  prince  at  the  time  to  which  this  pre- 
diction refers ;  or  rather,  thofe  (tout  young  men  who 
had  entered  into  the  army,  or  in  various  capacities  at- 
tended it,  who  were  the  beauty  and  glory  of  the  fruit- 
ful country  in  which  they  were  born  and  brought 

up. Both  foul  and  body.     A  proverbial  expreflion, 

which  clearly  intimates  the  complete  dbftru&ion  of 
thofe  who  are  here  intended :  the  chief  fenators  and 
counfellors,  with  their  beft  officers,  who  were  the* 
foul  whereby  the  nation  was  animated  and  directed ; 
thefe  were  to  fall,  with  the  great  body  of  the  army, 
who  were  to  be  cut  off  in  one  night.  The  few  who 
were  to  be  exempted  from  the  common  calamity, 
overwhelmed  with  confternation  and  dread,  Ihould 
be  obliged  precipitantly  to  flee  for  fafety.— — -And 
they  /hall  be  as  when  a  Jtandard-bearer  faint eth.  The 
comparifon  ufed  to  illuftrate  the  timid,  diforderly 
condition  of  the  remains  of  the  Aflyrian  army  is  juft 
and  beautiful.  When  the  officer  who  bears  the 
ftandard  or  enfign  belonging  to  a  regiment  of  foldiers 
faints,  becomes  feeble,  languid,  and  deje&ed,  through 
fear,  fatigue,  or  the  wounds  he  hath  received,  and  the 
ftandard  drops  to  the  ground,  or  is  fnatched  away  by 
the  enemy,  the  band  of  union  is  broken,  confufion 
arifes,  timidity  prevails,  and  the  men  make  a  hafty 
retreat.  Thefe  circumftances  afford  a  ftriking  re- 
prefentation  of  the  condition  of  the  Aflyrian  army, 
after  the  threatened  judgment  was  executed.  •  Their 
hearts  became  feeble  and  faint ;  they  were  filled  with 
difmay  and  perplexity,  and  fled  with  the  greateft  pre- 
cipitation for  fafety,  like  a  man  when  his  houfe  is  in 
imminent  danger  of  being  confumed  by  fire. 

1 9  And  the  reft  of  the  trees  of  his  foreft  (hall 

be  few,  that  a  child  may  write  them, 

So 
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So  very  great  was  to  be  the  predicted  flaughter 
among  the  Affyrian  troops,  which,  prior  to  this  event, 
were  exceeding  numerous,  that  few  perfons  of  rank 
and  eminence  were  to  remain  :  their  number  fhould 
be  fo  very  fmall,  that  a  child,  who  hath  made  very 
little  progrefs  in  arithmetic,  was  to  be  able  to  reckon 

and  write  them, The  event  exa£Uy  correfponded 

with  this  prophecy.  The  Lord  of  hofts,  as  here 
foretold,  kindled  a  fire  under  the  glory  of  the  king 
of  Aflyria,  which  devoured  the  greateft  part  of  his 
^trmy,  and  (truck  with  a  panic  the  few  that  were  left, 
as  you  read  in  the  hiftory  of  this  overthrow,  recorded 

2  Kings  xix.  35.  and  following  verfes. From  this 

prediction,  compared  with  its  accomplishment-,  we 
learn  this  important  lefTon,  That  when  princes  become 
proud  and  haughty,  however  flaurifhing  their  condi- 
tion, however  powerful  their  armies,  however  exten- 
five  their  dominions,  and  fuccefsful  their  enterprifes, 
the  mod  high  God  will  certainly  abafe  and  punifh 
them.  We  know  the  Lord  is  greater  than  all  gods ; 
for  in  the  thing  wherein  they  deal  proudly,  he  is 
ibove  them.  Pharaoh  king  of  Egypt  boafted,  that 
he  would  purfue  and  overtake,  divide  the  fpoil  of  If* 
rael,  and  that  his  hand  fhould  deftroy  them.  What 
followed  this  vaunting  declaration  ?  God  did  blow 
with  his  wind,  the  fea  covered  them,  and  he  and  his 
holt  funk  like  lead  in  the  mighty  waters.  Zedekiah 
king  of  Judah,  Nebuchadnezzar  king  of  Babylon, 
and  Sennacherib  king  of  Aflyria,  with  many  others 
who  walked  in  pride,  have  all  been  humbled  and  laid 
low,  by  him  who  refifteth  the  proud.   *  Be  wife  now 

*  therefore,  O  ye  kings  :  be  inilrufted,  ye  judges  of 
€  the  earth.     Serve  the  Lord  with  fear,  and  rejoice 

*  with  trembling  *.'     And  ye,  my  brethren,  *  talk 

*  no  more  fo  exceeding  proudly,  let  not-arrogancy 
'  come  out  of  your  mouth :  for  the  Lord  is  a  God  of 

knowledge,  and  by  him  aftions  are  weighed. f.' 

*  Pfftl.  ii.  10.  11.  ft  Sam,  iim  3. 

SO  IF  AqcJ 
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'10  %  And  it  fhall  come  to  pafs  in  that  day, 
that  the  remnant  of  Ifrael,  and  fuch  as  are  % 
efcaped  of  the  houfe* of  Jacob,  fhall  no  more 
agaifi  flay  upon  him  that  fmote  them :  but 
fhall  flay  upon  the  Lord,  the  holy  One  of 
Ifrael,  in  truth. 

In  this  and  the  following  verfe,  are  defcribed  the 
happy  confequences  of  the  awful  judgment  above 
foretold,  refpetting  the  ftate  of  the  church  of  God.— 
After  this  memorable  deliverance  wrought  for  the 
people  of  God,  they  fhould  withdraw  their  dependence 
from  human  aid,  and  place*  unfufpe&ing  confidence 
upon .  his  grace,  power,  and  failhfulnefs,  who  had 
miraculoufly  faved  them  from  impending  deftruftion. 
The  feafon  marked  out  for  this  event  is  thus  exprefled : 
And  it  Jhall  come  to  pafs  in  that  day,  or  in  thofe  days, 
or  after  that  day,  in  which  the  foregoing  prediflion 
fhould  be  fulfilled.     Whether  we  confider  the  period 
of  time  here  intended,  as  very  near  to,  or  more  ro 
mote  from  the  calamity  it  was  to  fucceed,  the  words 
mud  be  underftood  in  one  or  other  of  the  above 
fenfes.     Immediately  after  the  deftru&ion  of  the 
Affyrian  army,  the  prediction  before^  us  was  partially 
fulfilled  in  the  reign  of  Hezekiah,  when  the  remnant 
of  Ifrael,  contemplating  the  wonderful  interpofition 
of  Jehovah  in  their  favour,  would  no  more  trufl  in 
Aflyria  for  affiflance,  but  flayed  upon  God  alone, 
v;ho  faved  them  when  they  were  in  the  mofl  perilous 
circumflances.     It  received  a  more  full  completion 
long  afterward,  when  the  New  Teflament  difpenfa- 
tion  commenced,  at  the  period  to  which  the  apollle 
Paul  exprefsly  applies  this  paffage,  in  the  ninth  chap- 
ter of  his  epiftle  to  the  Romans,  ver.  27,  28.*    To 
both  thefe  periods,  though  very  diflant  from  each 
other,  this  prophecy  doubtlefs  refers.     The  former, 
which  was  at  no  great  diftance  from  the  time  in  which 
it  was  delivered,  might  chiefly  engrofs  the  prophet's 
attention  j  and  the  literal  accomplifhment  which  it 

then 
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then  received,  ferved  as  a  fpecimen  and  proof  of  hi 
progreflive  and  more  perfeft  completion,  chiefly  and 

ultimately  intended  by  its  divine  Author. May 

this  prophecy  be  fulfilled  this  day,  not  only  in  your 
ears,  but  in  your  hearts  and  lives,  by  your  renouncing 
all  confidence  in  an  arm  of  fleih,  which  expofes  to  the 
curfe  of  God,  and  trufting  with  all  your  heart  on  the 
Lord ;  then  fhall  you  never  be  difappointed  of  your 
hope,  nor  afhamed  of  your  expectation  of  mercy,  of 
feafonabie  deliverance,  and  eternal  falvation.— — 
The  fubje&s  of  this  prophecy  are  thus  defcribed : 

The  remnant  of  Ifrael >  andfuch  as  are  efcated  of  the 
houfe  of  Jacob.  After  God  hath  punifhed,  in  perfeft 
righteoufnefs,  the  enemies  of  his  glory  and  the  feli- 
city of  his  people,  he  always  referves  to  himfelf  a 
remnant,  who,  having  efcaped  abounding  iniquity  and 
defolating  judgments,  place  their  truft  in 'him,  and 
return  unto  him.  In  that  day,  at  the  time  his  juftice 
punifhed  the  Egyptians,  his  mercy  was  extended  un- 
to Ifrael.  When  the  idolatrous  worfhip  of  Baal  pre- 
vailed through  the  land  of  Ifrael,  God  was  pleafed  to 
referve  to  himfelf  a  remnant  of  feven  thoufand,  who 
bowed  not  the  knee  to  that  idol.  After  the  Aflyrians 
were  overthrown,  the  houfe  of  Jacob  efcaped*  Af- 
ter the  Medes  and  Ferfians  laid  Babylon  and  her 
land  defolate,  '  In  thofe  days,  and  at  that  time,  faith 

*  the  Lord,  the  children  of  Ifrael  fhall  come,  they  and 
c  the  children  of  Judah  together,  and  feek  the  Lord 

*  their  God :  they  fhall  afk  the  way  to  Zion  with  their 
c  faces  thitherward  V  After  the  commencement  of 
the  New  Teflament  difpenfation,  and  the  enemies  of 
the  Son  of  God  were  overwhelmed  by  defolating 
calamities,  a  remnant,  a  few  remaining  of  a  great 
number,  were  faved,  as  the  apoflle  Paul  declares,  in 
the  paffage  above  mentioned :   c  Though  the  num. 

*  ber  of  the  children  of  Ifrael  be  as  the  fand  of  the 

*  fea,  a  remnant  (hall  be  faved  f  .*  In  the  execution  of 

*  Jcr.  L  4.  f  Rom.  ix.  27. 
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the  moft  terrible  judgments,  God  always  remembers 
mercy. .  Amidft  the  deftru&ion  of  the  old  world, 
Noah  and  his  family  wete  faved :  amidft  the  over- 
throw of  Sodom,  Lot  and  his  family  were  delivered : 
amidft  the  unbelieving,  impenitent  Ifraelites,  a  rem* 
nant  was  to  ftay  upon  God.  The  apoftle  of  the  Gen*, 
tiles,  fpeaking  of  this  fubjed,  affirms,  That  this  refi- 
due,  which  God  referves,  proceeds  from  the  eledion 
of  grace,  the  fovereign  good  pleafure  of  God ;  and  if 
by  grace,  then  it  is  no  more  of  works,  otherwife 
grace  is  no  more  grace.— ^The  perfons  fpoken  of 
in  this  verfe,  are  likewife  defcribed  as  the  efcaped  of 
the  houfe  of  Jacob,  who  happily  avoiding  the  prevail* 
ing  corruptions  of  the  times,  and  the  defolating  judg* 
meats  whereby  their  enemies  were  deftroyed,  mould 
be  considered  as  a  firebrand  plucked  out  of  the  fire  *. 
Aware  of  the  imminent  danger  to  which  they  were 
expofed,  through  abounding  infidelity  and  wicked* 
nefs,  they  cautioufly  fhunned  the  general  contagion* 
and  were  fafely  preferred  from  defolating  calami* 
t^es.—— Concerning  fuck  it  is  foretold, 

They  Jball  no  more  again  Jiay  upon  him  that  /mote 
them :  but  /hall  jlay  upon  the  Lord,  thf  Holy  One  of 
IfrwU  in  truth.  Being  convinced  of  the  extreme 
folly  of  leaning  upon  a  ftay  which,  inftead  of  fup- 
porting,  had  fmitten  them,  they  were  to  truft  no 
more  to  the  power  of  Affyria  for  affiftance  and  de- 
fence. In  this  condition,  they  fhould  adopt  the  lan- 
guage recorded  Hofea  xiv.  3.  '  Afhur  (hall  not  fave 

*  us,  we  will  not  ride  upon  horfes,  neither  will  we 
'  fay  any  more  to  the  work  of  our  hands,  Te  are 

*  our  gods :  for  in  thee  the  fatherlefs  findeth  mercy.9 
Heartily  renouncing  all  vain  fuperftitious  confidences, 
and  all  dependence  on  confederacy  with  the  enemies 
of  God,  for  which  Ahaz  and  his  people  were  diftreff- 
ed,  all  their  hopes  of  deliverance  and  fafety  fhould  be 
founded  upon  God.   '  Truly  in  vain  is  falvation  hoped 

*  Amos  iv.  iu 
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*  for  from  the  hills,  and  the  multitude  of  mountains : 
'  truly  in  the  Lord  our   God  is  the  falvation  of 

*  Ifrael  V     This  remnant  was  no  longer  to  depend 
upon  foreign  connexions,  national  riches,  or  fuper- 
ftitious  devotions,  for  public  or  private  fafety ;  but  to 
truft  in  the  Lord,  that  he  might  remove  the  evils  they 
felt  or  feared,  and  feafonably  to  confer  upon  them  all 
the  bleffings  fuited  to  their  circumftances,  firmly  per- 
fuaded  of  his  intimate  acquaintance!  with  their  necefli- 
ties,  of  his  faithfulnefs  in  performing  his  promifes,  of 
his  tender  companion  and  infinite  ability  to  affift  and 
deliver.     In  thk  manner  fhould  the  remnant  of  Ifrael 
flay  upon  their  holy  One,  in  truth  and  fmcerity, 
without  diffimulation ;  not  merely  in  pretence  or  pro- 
feflion,    but    in    reality.     The   expreffion    denotes 
uprightnefs  and  integrity,  in  opposition  to  all  guile 
and  hypocrify,  either  in  principle  or  defign,  and  this 
fmcerity  verified  by  a  correfponding  conversation  and 
conduft.— — Permit  me  to  recommend  to  you,  my 
friends,  this  humble  dependence  upon  God,  which  is 
at  once  your  indifpenfable  duty  and  real  felicity.  Truft 
in  him  at  all  times,  ye  people.     Bleffed  is  the  man 
who  trufteth  in  the  Lord.     Though  you  may  not 
poflefs  the  accomplifhments,  and  enjoy  the  advantages 
of  fome  others  of  your  brethren,  yet,  by  ftaying  upon 
God,  you  fhall  have  inward  peace  and  comfort ;  and, 
in  every  condition,  he  will  be  your  fupport,  who 
will  never  fail  you.     If  your  burdens  are  heavy, 
you   are  required   to   caft  them   upon   the    Lord, 
who  will  fuftain  them.     In  the  greateft  dangers,  you 
may  make  a  fafe  retreat ;  when  you  hear  evil  tidings, 
you  fhall  not  be  afraid ;  and  when  others  are  afham- 
ed  of  their  confidence,  you  fhall  never  be  confound- 
ed.    Stay  then  upon  the  holy  One  of  Ifrael,  in  truth 
and  fmcerity. 

.    2 1   The  remnant  fhall  return,  even  the  rem- 
nant of  Jacob,  unto  the  mighty  God, 

•  Jer.  iii.  23. 
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ITer.  si.     PROPHECIES  of  ISAIAH.  6qj 

The  perfons  primarily  intended  in  this  predi&ion,, 
were  the  remnant  which  God  referved  to  himfelf 
from  among  the  natural  pofterity  of  Jacob,  who  was 
furnamed  lirael,  typical  of  all  thofe  wKo  formed  the 
remnant  according  to  the  eleftion  of  grace,  and  con- 
ftitute  the  fpiritual  pofterity  of  that  great  patriarch. — 
The  expreflion  may  comprehend  all  the  chofen  of 
God,  in  evfery  age,  and  of  every  nation,  even  all 
lirael  who  ihall  be  faved;  who,  renouncing  confi- 
dence in  human  aid,  depend  upon  the  kind  provi- 
dence and  faithful  promifes  of  their  holy  One,  for 
protection  and  deliverance  from  all  evil.  All  thefe 
fhall  return  unto  the  mighty  God.  Man,  in  his  pri- 
mitive ftate,  was  admitted  into  the  divine  prefence, 
and  enjoyed  intimate  communion  with  God:  his 
image  was  his  glory,  his  favour  was  his  life,  his  will 
was  his  rule,  his  glory  was  his  aim,  and  his  approba- 
tion the  joy  of  his  heart.  Being  in  honour,  however, 
man  continued  not  long  in  this  happy  ftate ;  but,  for- 
faking  the  fountain  of  living  water,  he  hewed  out,  tor 
hitnfelf  broken  citterns  that  could  hold  no  water. 
He  departed  from  God,  and  turned  afide  to  go  after 
lying  vanities.  Not  with  (landing  their  ingratitude* 
fin,  and  folly,  fuch  are  the  tender  mercies  of  God, 
that,  having  opened  a  new  and  living  way  of  accefs* 
into  his  prefence,  he  gracioufly  invites  men  to  return 
to  him  from  whom  they  deeply  revolted,  that  iniquity 
may  not  prove  their  ruin ;  he  direds  in  what 
manner  this  exercife  ought  to  be  performed;  and 
animates  to  this  neceffary  duty,  by  the  mod  reviving- 
profpe&s,  and  gracious  aflurances.  And  that  no  en- 
couragement may  be  wanting,  he  declares,  in  the. 
words  before  us,  that  a  remnant  fhall  return  to 
the  mighty  God,  who  can  eafily  remove  every  ob-; 
ftacle  that  lies  in  the  way ;  who  can  fubdue  all  our. 
iniquities,  vanquifh  our  fpiritual  enemies,  ftrengthen 
with  all  might  in  the  inner  man  for  his  fervice, 
and  do  exceeding  abundantly  above  what  we  can. 
afk  or  think.—* — You  umft  acknowledge,  that,  with 

others* 
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others,  you  have  gone  far  from  God,  that  your 
minds  have  been  alienated  from  him,  that  you  have 
not  fought  his  favour,  that  you  have  not  kept  his 
commands,  that  you  have  not  gratefully  acknow- 
ledged his  mercies,  nor  properly  efteemed  his  fal- 
vation.  What  iniquity  havtf  you  found  in  God 
that  you  have  gone  thus  far  from  him  *  ?  Is  not  he 
infinitely  amiable,  and  perfedtly  good  ?  Did  he  ever 
falfify  to  you  any  of  his  promifes  ?  did  he  ever  delude 
you  with  vain  hopes ?%  did  he  ever  treat  you  with  fe« 
verity  and  rigour  ?  did  he  ever  enjoin  you  any  unjuft 
commands  ?  did  he  ever  fail  to  be  the  fource  of  per. 
manent  fatisfa&ion  and  joy  ?  and  hath  not  all  his  dif- 
penfations  been  marked  with  confummate  goodnefs 
and  benignity?  Could  you  ever  difcover  any  ble. 
mifh  or  deficiency  in  the  Mod  High,  any  thing  that 
could  in  reafon  juftify  you  in  forfaking  him?  If 
you  cannot  plead  fuflicient  grounds  why  you  have  de- 
parted from  the  Almighty,  permit  me,  though  I 
fhould  deviate  a  little  from  the  plan  of  thefe  Ledures* 
to  requeft  you  to  return  to  the  Lord.  If  you  cannot 
excufe  your  fin  and  folly  in  departing  from  him, 
furely  you  cannot  have  any  good  reafon  for  refuting 
to  return  to  him,  who  thus  addreffeth  you ;  '  Yet  re- 
*  turn  again  unto  me,  faith  the  Lord  J.1  Abandon 
your  tranfgreflions,  which,  if  perfifted  in,  will  cer- 
tainly prove  your  ruin ;  renounce  thofe  other  lords 
who  have  had  dominion  over  you,  and  forfake  thofe 
refuges  of  lies  in  which  you  have  taken  fhelter* 
Convinced  of  your  fin  and  guilt*  humbly  and  penitent- 
ly acknowledge  your  horrid  ingratitude  and  extreme 
folly,  the  difgrace  and  ruin  to  which  you  ftand  •  ex, 
pofed.  With  the  ardour  of  divine  affe&ion,  return 
to  him  who  is  infinitely  worthy  of  your  higheft  love 
and  confidence,  thofe  hearts  which  ypu  have  facrile* 
gioufly  alienated  from  him ;  confecrate  to  him  thofe 
lives  which  have  been  unjuftly  eftranged  from  his 
fervice  by  wicked  works,  that  henceforth  they  may 

*  Jcr.  H  S:  t  Jtr*#«  *• 
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employed  to  his  honour.  In  this  manner  return  to 
the  mighty  God,  from  whom  you  have  departed; 
and  1  am  verily  perfuaded,  that  you  will  not  think 
me  culpable  for  feizing  this  precious  moment  to  prefs 
upon  you  this  reasonable  fervice,  to  which  I  pray 
you  may  be  direded  and  aflifted  by  him  who  worketh 
all  in  all.  This  predi&ion,  which  was  in  part  ful* 
filled  in  the  days  of  Hezekiah,  and  afterward  when 
the  pofterity  of  Ifrael  returned  from  captivity  at  Ba* 
bylon,  will  then  receive  a  more  full  accomplifhment* 

2%  For  though  thy  people  Ifrael  be  as  the 
{and  of  the  fea,  yet  a  remnant  of  them  fhall  re- 
turn: the  confumption  decreed  fhall  overflow 
with  righteoufnefs. 

In  this  verfe,  affurance  is  given,  that,  as  im- 
menfe  numbers  of  the  pofterity  of  Ifrael  would  not 
return  to  the  Lord,  the  determined  defolation 
ftiould  certainly  take  an  equitable  courfe,  and  be 
exaftly  proportioned  by  him  who  is  righteous  in  all 
his  ways.  The  people  of  Ifrael  are  compared 
to  the  fand  of  the  fea,  on  the  following  accounts, 
which  fully  juftifies  the  refemblance  here  dated* 
Like  the  fand  of  the  fea,  they  were  barren  and  unpro- 
fitable :  they  did  not  yield  fruit  unto  God  correfpond- 
ing  to  the  many  important  advantages  which,  through 
the  mercy  of  the  Almighty,  they  enjoyed.  Like  the 
fame  fand,  which,  though  compofed  of  innumerable 
fmall  particles,  yet,  by  reafon  of  the  moifture  derived 
from  the  fea,  are  fo  clofely  united  as  to  form. one 
compaft  body,  the  pofterity  of  Ifrael  were  intimately 
united  together  by  one  common  faith  and  law,  by 
means  of  which  the  whole  nation  formed  one  great 
compaft  fociety.  Efpecially  were  they  like  the  (and 
of  the  fea  for  multitude,  which  it  is  impoffible  either 
to  meafure  or  number*  This  laft,  I  fuppofe,  is  the 
refemblance  which  is  chiefly  intended  in  the  expref- 
ftpn  before  us,  and  in  foot?  Qther  paflages  of  fcrip- 

ture, 
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ture,  where,  on  this  very  account,  the  comparifon  n 
inftituted  and  repeated.  The  promife  which  God 
gave  to  Abraham,  that  he  would  greatly  multiply  his 
pofterity,  was  expreffed  in  thefe  words :  *  In  bleffing 

*  I  will  blefs  thee,  and  multiply  thy  feed  as  the  ftars, 
4  and  as  the  fand  which  is  on  the  fea-fhore  V  This 
was  the  promife  which  Jacob  pleaded  with  God, 
when  afraid  of  the  approach  of  his  brother  Efau,  left 
he  would  finite  the  mother  with  the  children: €  Thou 

*  faidft,  I  will  fufely  do  thee  good,  and  make  thy 

*  feed  as  the  fand  of  the  fea,  which  cannot  be  num- 
'  bered  for.  multitude  f .'  By  the  renewal  of  this 
promife,  God  was  pleafed  to  adminifter  comfort  to 
his  people  in  -  after-times,  by  the  prophet  HofeaJ/ 
And  Ifaiah  here  declares,  that  though  the  aflurance 
given  to  the  father  of  the  faithful,  refpe&ing  the  in- 
numerable multitude  of  his  pofterity,  fhould  be  fully 
accompliflied,  and  though  only  a  remnant  of  them 
would  flay  uppn  God,  yet  none  of  thefe  circumftances 
fhould  interfere  with  the  fulfilment  of  the  predi&ed 
calamities  whereby  they  were  to  be  feverely  puniihed. 

The  confumption  decreed  Jhall  overflow  with  rigb- 
teoufnefs.  The  confumption  of  which  our  prophet 
here  (peaks,  is  that  extenfive  defolation  whereby 
great  numbers  of  the  ungodly  and  wicked,  who 
would  not  return  to  the  Lord,  were  to  be  over- 
whelmed. Their  deftru&ion  was  decreed  and  irre- 
verfibly  determined  by  the  Lord,  whofe  counfel  {hall 
(land  for  ever,  and  the  thoughts  of  his  heart  unto  alt 
generations  ;  who  doth  whatever  pleafeth  him  in  the 
armies  of  heaven,  and  among  the  inhabitants  of  the 
earth.  This  decreed  confumption  (hall  overflow. 
The  expreffion  is  metaphorical ;  and  bears  an  obvious 
allufion  to  a  plentiful  dream,  which,  being  greatly 
increafed  by  a  heavy  (hower,  extends  beyond  its 
ordinary  channel,  and  overfpreacfs  the  neighbour* 
ing  grounds,  which  foOn  become  covered  with  wa- 

*  {Gen.  xxii.  17.  «      f  Gen.  xxxii.  12.        X  Hofea  i.  10. 
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ters.  In  like  manner,  the  threatened  confumption  of 
lfrael,  which  fhould  take  its  rife  from  the  wrath  of 
God  revealed  from  heaven  againft  all  unrighteoufhefs 
and  ungodlinefs  of  men,  was  to  fpread  very  extenfively 
among  that  people,  fo  that  great  part  of  the  Jewira 
nation  was  thereby  to  be  fwept  away.  This  over* 
throw  fhould  be  with  righteoufnefs,  according  to  the 
rules  of  perfeft  equity  and  confummate  re&itude. 
Whatever  God  hath  decreed,  whatever  he  hath  de- 
clared,  and  whatever  he  hath  done,  is  with  infinite 
righteoufnefs.  The  Lord  is  upright,  and  in  him, 
and  his  difpenfations,  there  is  no  unrighteoufnefs.  He 
is  holy  in  all  his  works,  true  and  righteous  in  all  his 
ways  and  judgments.  The  Ifraelites  by  their  mul- 
tiplied enormous  tranfgreffions,  had  contemned  the 
providence  of  God,  corrupted  his  worihip,  violated 
his  covenant,  and  trampled  upon  his  authority :  and, 
therefore,  it  was  highly  righteous  that  God  fliould 
vindicate  his  injured  honour,  his  negle&ed  providence, 
his  profaned  worihip  and  covenant ;  and  (hew  to  his 
people,  and  the  world,  that  tranfgrefTors,  however 
great  may  be  their  numbers,  fhall  certainly  be  pu- 
niflied  with  the  mod  impartial  equity.  The  con- 
fumptions  that  God  hath  decreed  often  appear  to  men 
to  be  a  great  depth,  which  we  can  neither  found  nor 
meafure :  we  are  fometimes  puzzled  to  account  for 
their  frequency,  feverity,  and  continuance,  and  dif- 
ficulted  to  difcover  the  caufes  from  which  they  pro- 
ceed. Of  this  comfortable  truth,  however,  we  have 
joyful  aflurance,  '  That  juftice  and  judgment  are  the 
'  habitation  of  God's  throne :  that  mercy  and  truth 
*  fhall  go  before  his  face  V  When,  therefore,  we 
other  fee  or  hear  of  determined  confumptions  over- 
flowing kingdoms,  cities,  or  individuals,  let  us  re- 
member, that  they  are  all  appointed  with  the  molt 
perfect  righteoufnefs  and  equity ;  and  that  at  all  times 
jre  may  take  up  the  fong  of  Mofes  and  the  Lamb, 

*  Pfal.  lxxxa.  *4. 
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laying,  '  Great  and  marvellous  are  thy  works,  Lord 
'  God  Almighty ;  juft  and  true  are  thy  ways*  thou 
*  fang  of  faints  V 

23  For  the  Lord  God  of  hofts  {hail  make  a 
confumption,  even  determined  in  the  midft  of 
all  the  land. 

Thefe  Words  are  fubjoined  to  the  preceding  de- 
claration, in  order  to  confirm  the  awful  truth  which 
it  contains.— -—The  author  of  the  predi&ed  defola* 
tion  wad  the  Lord  God  of  hofts.  The  Lord* 
who  is  felf-exiftent,  all-fufficient,  eternal,  and  un* 
changeable— God  of  hofts,  who  is.  poffefled  of  irre* 
fiftible  power  to  accompliih  all  his  purpofes  and  de* 
figns  of  mercy  and  judgment;  who  hath  all  the 
armies  of  heaven  and  earth  at  his  difpofal,  and  em- 
ploys them  them  as  feemeth  good  in  his  fight.  The 
calamity  which  he  threatened  to  inflid,  was  a  con- 
fumption, which  fhould  make  terrible  devaftation 
among  the  finful  devoted  people,  who  were  thereby 
to  be  greatly  wafted.  This  defolating  judgment  was 
to  extend  not  merely  to  the  borders,  but  to  reach 
even  to  the  midft  of  the  land.  Again,  it  is  affirmed, 
to  have  been  determined :  the  time,  the  perfons,  the 
places,  the  circumftances,  were  all  fixed  in  the  coun« 
fels  of  the  Moft  High;  and,  therefore,  whatever 
hurry  and  confufion  might  attend  the  execution,  all 
was  ordered  and  adjufted  in  the  divine  purpofe. 
Whatfoever  inftruments  God  is  pleafed  to  employ  in 
executing  his  defigns,  the  work  proceeds  from  htm 
who  is  wonderful  in  counfel,  and  makes  the  deter- 
mined confumption.  There  is  a  remarkable  fimila- 
rity  between  this  prediction,  and  that  which  is  re* 
corded  in  Chap,  xxviii.  at  the  2  2d  verfe,  which  is  intra* 
duced  with  this  falutary  advice,  attention  to  which 
feems  to  be  particularly  requifite  when  confidering  this 

*  Rev.  XT.  3. 
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fubjeft :  *  Now  therefore  be  ye  not  mockers,  left 
4  your  bands  be  made  ftrong.'  Though  we  may  not 
perceive  the  equity  and  wifdom  with  which  deter- 
mined confumptions  are  made,  yet,  in  the  contempla- 
tion of  fuch  aftonifhing  events,  we  may  juftly  ex- 
claim, c  O  the  depth  of  the  riches  both  of  the  wifdom 

*  and  knowledge  of  God !  Nhow  unfearchable  are  his 

*  judgments,  and  his  ways  paft  finding  out * !' 
The  prophecy  we  have  now  confidered,  received  a 
partial  fulfilment  in  the  days  of  Hezekiah,  king  of 
Judah,  and  afterward  about  the  time  of  the  Babylo- 
ni(h  captivity.  It  was  more  fully  accomplifhed  after 
the  Son  of  God  was  manifefted  in  the  flefli  as  the  Sa- 
viour of  the  world,  according  to  the  promifes  made 
to  the  fathers,  when  fome  of  the  people  of  Ifrael  hav- 
ing returned  to  the  Lord,  the  reft  were  rejeftedj 
and,  on  account  of  their  wicked  contempt  of  the 
great  Mefiiah,  his  Spirit,  and  gofpel,  they  were  mife- 
rably  confumed  and  deftroyed  by  the  Romans. 

24  1[  Therefore  thus  faith  the  Lord  God  of 
hofts,  O  my  people  that  dwelled  in  Zion,  be  not 
afraid  of  the  Aflyrian :  he  fhall  fmite  thee  with 
a  rod,  and  fhall  lift  up  his  ftaff  againft  thee, 
after  the  manner  of  Egypt. 

The  prophet,  having  a  little  digreffed  from  his  fub- 
je&,  now  returns  to  profecute  the  proper  defign  of 
his  difcourfe,  which  was  to  comfort  the  hearts  of  the 
gddly,  in  the  profped  of  the  impending  evils  that 

threatened  the  deftru£Uon  of  the  Jewifh  nation.* On 

this  benevolent  work  he  again  enters,  directing  them, 
in  the  facred  name,  and  by  the  fupreme  authority  of 
the  fame  glorious  and  mighty  Lord,  who  would  make 
the  determined  confumption  above  mentioned,  to  lay 
afide  their  difquieting  and  defpondmg  fears.  With 
what  earneftnefs  and  affe&ion  doth  the  Mod  High 
addrefs  them-        0  my  people.  The  following  friendly 

*  Rom.  xi.  33* 

3  H  ad  vice 
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advice  is  dire&ed  to  thofe  whom  the  Lord  had 
made  his  willing  people  in  a  day  of  his  power,  by  re- 
conciling and  fan&ifying  them  to  himfelf,  that  they 
might  ferve  him  in  holinefs  and  righteoufnefs  all  their 
days,  and  worfhip  him  in  the  ordinances  of  his  ap- 
pointment :  it  is  given  to  thofe  whom  he  had  avouch* 
ed  to  be  a  holy  people  unto  himfelf,  whom  he  had 
diflinguifhed  from  others  by  the  moil  flgnal  favours, 
and  purified  tb  be  a  peculiar  people,  zealous  of  good 
works.— ^-They  are  farther  defcribed,  from  the  place 
of  their  refidence,  That  dwellejl  in  Zion*  Zion,  you 
know,  was  the  mountain  upon  which  was  built  the 
temple  of  the  Lord,  highly  celebrated  for  its  unrivalled 
magnificence,  its  beautiful  ornaments,  and  rich  furni- 
ture; and,  above  all,  for  the  fymbols  of  the  divine  pre- 
fence  and  glory  with  which  it  was  honoured.  Upon  the 
fides  of  this  mountain  flood  the  city  Jerufalem,  the 
metropolis  of  the  kingdom  of  Judah.  Thofe  whom 
our  prophet  at  this  time  primarily  addreffed,  were  the 
devout  people,  fearing  the  .Lord,  who  refided  in  Je- 
rufalem and  Zion.  As  for  the  other  cities  and  towns 
of  Judea,  they  were  probably  occupied  by  Senna* 
cherib,  king  of  Aflyria,  or  fubjett  to  his  authority, 
as  he  plainly  affirms  by  the  ambaffador  whom  he 
fent  to  the  inhabitants  of  Jerufalem.  The  perfons 
who  are  here  ultimately  intended,  are  thofe  who  re- 
fide  in  Zion,  the  church  of  the  living  God,  the 
ground  of  truth ;  who  are  Ifraelites  indeed,  the  holy 
feed,  the  upright  among  men,  the  fpiritual  circum- 
cifion,  who  worfhip  God  in  the  fpirit,  have  no  confi- 
dence in  the  flefh,  and  rejoice  in  Chrift  Jefus.  To 
fuch  thus  faith  the  Lord  God  of  hofts, 

Be  not  afraid  of  the  AJjfyrian.  Few  directions  are 
more  frequently  repeated  in  fcripture,  or  more 
warmly  inculcated  upon  the  people  of  God,  than  the 
one  now  before  us/  Be  not  afraid.  Even  good  men, 
when  in  perilous  circumflances,  are  apt  to  become 
timid  and  fearful.  About  this  time  the  proud  king  of 
Affyna,  flufhed  with  his  former  victories,  advanced 

with 
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with  all  his  glory  toward  Jerufalem,  inverted  that  city* 
and  threatened  to  fpread  defolation  through  all  the 
land  of  Judah ;  and,  to  human  appearance,  he  had 
the  probable  profpeft  pf  fuccefs.  Notwithftanding 
the  approach  of  this  formidable  enemy,  thofe  who 
feared  the  Lord  were  called  upon  not  to  be  afraid, 
not  to  faint  in  their  minds  or  be  difmayed,  not  to  fink 
into  defpondency,  but  to  efcetcife  fortitude  and  cou- 
rage, with  firm  confidence  in  the  Lord  their  God. 
Difmaying  fears  would  only  have  increafed  their 
anxieties  and  dangers  :  they  would  have  embarrafled 
and  diftreffed  their  minds,  enfeebled  and  difabled 
them  from  a&ion,  deprived  them  of  comfort,  and 
multiplied  their  forrows.  Therefore  did  the  wifdont 
of  God  difluade  them  from  being  afraid  of  the  Afly- 
rian,  their  mod  formidable  enemy,  of  whom  they 
doubtlefs  imagined  that  they  had  great  reafon  to  be 
afraid.— —Surely  then  the  people  of  God,  who 
refide  within  the  pale  of  his  church,  ought  not  to  feat 
their  mod  powerful  enemies,  however  hoftile  and  ter- 
rible their  appearance.  Were  you  expofed  to  their 
rage  and  fury,  they  might  fpoil  your  fields,  plunder 
your  houfes,  divert  you  of  Your  reputation,  banifh 
you  from  the  fociety  of  your  friends,  and,  doing  their 
utmoft,  they  might  kill  your  bodies.  Fear  them  not : 
they  cannot  deprive  y6u  of  your  moft  fublime  plea- 
fures ;  they  cannot  rob  you  of  the  true  riches ;  they 
cannot  bereave  you  of  your  higheft  glory,  your  pre* 
fent  mod  valuable  enjoyments,  and  future  profpetts. 

He  Jhall  fmite  thee  with  a  rod,  atldjhall  lift  up  his 
Jlaff  againfl  thee9  after  the  manner  of  Egypt  Thefe 
words  plainly  intimate,  that  the  people  of  God  (hall 
not  be  exempted  from  neceflary  deferved  correction. 
The  expreffion  evidently  refers  to  the  fervile  condi- 
tion in  which  the  children  of  Ifrael  were  detained  in 
the  land  of  Egypt,  where  they  were  grievoufly  oppreff- 
ed,  and  treated  with  the  utmoft  feverity,by  their  cruel 
tyrannical  mailers.  Mofes,  who  was  perfeftly  acquaint- 
ed with  th?ir  condition,  thus  defeftbeth*  their  fiate  of 

(ervitvkde : 
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fervitude :  c  The  Egyptians  made  their  lives  bitter  with 
'  hard  bondage,  in  mortar,  and  in  brick,  and  in  all 
'  manner  of  fervice  in  the  field:  all  their  fervice  where- 

*  in  they  rtiade  them  ferve,  was  with  rigour  V  They 
fet  over  the  lfraelites  tafk-mafters,  to  afflift  them  with 
their  burdens.     Again,  we  read,  that '  the  officers  of 

*  the  children  of  Ifrael,  which  Pharaoh's  tafk-mafters 
4  had  fet  over  them,  were  beaten,  when  their  daily 
c  tafks  were  not  fulfilled  ;  fo  that  they  faw  they  were 

*  in  an  evil  cafe  f.'  After  this  manner  were  the  po- 
fterity  of  Jacob  to  be  rigoroufly  treated  by  the  Affy- 
rians  as  flaves ;  who  are  often,  alas !  feverely  and  in- 
humanly  beaten  with  a  rod,  and  againft  whom  the 
flaff  is  lifted  up,  fometimes  to  ftrike,  and  at  other 
times  to  terrify.  The  meaning  of  the  predi&ion 
fesms  to  be  fhortly  this :  The  people  of  Judah  were  to 
be  fubjeSed  to  the  tyrannical  power  of  Affyria,  and 
reduced  to  a  (late  of  fervitude,  wherein  they  fltould 
be  obliged  to  fuftain  (imilar  hardfhips  with  their  fa- 
thers during  their  bondage  in  Egypt.  The  event 
exaftly  correfponded  with  this  prediction.  The  AiTy- 
rians  having  grievoufly  afflicted  the  Jewifh  nation,  as 
a  rigorous  mailer  beats  his  poor  flave,  they  lifted  up 
the  ftafF,  threatening  them  with  more  fevere  punifh- 
ment  by  Rab-lhakeh,  who  outrageouily  infulted  the  in- 
habitants of  Jerufalem. Though  you  read  in  fcrip- 

ture  of  bondmen  and  bondwomen,  and  of  people  re- 
duced to  a  ftate  .of  flavery,  1  hope  there  are  none  of 
you,  my  friends,  who  from  thence  conclude,  that  the 
word  of  God  gives  the  lead  fan&ion  to  tyranny* 
cruelty,  and  oppreffion.  No,  no :  fo  far  from  giving 
countenance  to  any  fuch  cruel  pra&ice,  that  Jehovah 
himfelf  appeared  on  earth  for  the  very  purpofe  of  de- 
livering the  lfraelites  from  the  tyranny  and  oppreffion 
of  the  Egyptians.  On  that  memorable  occafion,  the 
Lord  thus  fpake  unto  Mpfes :  *  1  have  furely  feen  the 
€  afiliiftion  of  my  people  which  are  in  Egypt,  and  have 

*  Exod.  i.  14.  f  Exod.  v.  14. 

€  heard 
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*  heard  their  cry, .  by  reafon  of  their  tafk-mafters : 
c  for  I  know  their  forrows.  And  I  am  come  down 
€  to  deliver  them  out  of  the  hand  of  the  Egyptians  V 
And  afterward,  when  Jehovah  afted  as  the  Legiflator 
of  Ifrael,  he  publifhed,  among  others,  the  following  . 
flat iite : .'  If  a  man  fmite  his  fervant  with  a  rod,  and 

*  he  die  under  his  hand,  he  (hall  be  fureiy  punifh- 

*  ed. — And  if  a  man  finite  the  eye  of  his  fervant, 

*  and  if  he  fmite  out  his  tooth,  he  (hall  let  him  go 

*  free  f .'  Indeed  there  is  not  one  fm  more  frequently 
prohibited  in  the  facred  writings  than  cruelty  and  op- 
predion,  and  perhaps  there  is  not  one  crime  that  is 
more  feverely  punifhed  }n  the  courfe  of  divine  provi- 
dence. The  golden  rule,  by  which  Chriftians  are  re-x 
quired  to  regulate  their  conduft,  exprefsly  forbids 
every  fpecies  of  barbarity  and  ill  ufage :  '  Whatfoever 

*  you  would  that  men  mould  do  to  you,  do  ye  even 

*  fo  to  them  J.'  In  few  words,  the  tender  compaffions 
of  God,  the  precepts  of  Jefus  Chrift,  and  tne  facred 
rights  of  humanity,  unite  in  reprobating  that  fyftera 
of  cruelty,  tyranny,  and  injuftice,  which  flavery  tends, 
through  the  corruption  of  men,  to  eftablifh.  As 
imitators  of  God,  in  the  relation  of  his  dear  children, 
you  ought  to  entertain  a  juft  abhorrence  of  this  ini- 
quitous commerce;  which,  I  hope,  legiflators  will  foon 
be  wife  enough  .to  aboliih. 

25  For  yet  a  very  little  while,  and  the  indig- 
nation fhall  ceafe,  and  mine  anger  in  their  de- 
ftrudtion. 

• 

The  fhort  continuance  of  the  above-mentioned  ca- 
lamity is  here  foretold. The  time  to  which  the 

indignation  fhould  be  limited,  is  expreffed  by  a  very 
little  while.  Thofe  periods  which  appear  long  to 
human  view,  are  often  reprefented  in  fcripture  as 
of  very  Ihort  fluration,  of  which   many  instances 

*  Exod.  iii,  7, 8.     f  Exod.  xxi.  zo.  26,  27.     %  Matih.  vii.  1 2. 

occur 
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occur  in  the  Prophecies.  I  (hall  refer  you  to  one  as 
a  fpecimen.     €  Behold  (faith  the  Lord,  by  the  pro- 

*  phet  Malachi),  I  will  fend  my  mefTenger,  and  he 
€  (hall  prepare  the  way  before  me:  and  the  Lord 

*  whom  ye  feek  (hall  fuddenly  come  to  his  temple*/ 
This  prediftion  relates  to  the  coming  of  Jefus  Chrift, 
who  was  to  be  preceded  by  his  forerunner,  John  the 
Baptift ;  and  though  they  were  not  to  appear  for  four 
hundred  years  after  the  prophecy  was  delivered,  they 
are  neverthelefs  faid  to  come  fuddenly-  The  church 
is  invited  to  celebrate  the  praifes  of  Jehovah  in  the 
molt  animating  manner :  *  Sing  unto  the  Lord,  O  ye 
€  faints  of  his,  and  give  thanks  at  the  remembrance 

*  of  his  holinefs.'  Why  ?  *  For  his  anger  endureth 
c  but  for  a  moment  j- .*  Whilft  the  people  of  God 
have  reafon  to  mourn,  for  having  provoked  his  dif- 
pleafure ;  they  have  much  caufe  to  fing,  becaufe  his  an- 
ger endureth  only  for  a  very  fmall  fpace  of  time,  com- 
pared with  the  joys  they  have  in  profpeft.  This  man- 
ner of  fpeaking  is  perfeftly  fuitable  to  the  majefty  and 
eternity  of  that  God  with  whom  a  thoufand  years  are 
as  one  day,  and  one  day  as  a  thoufand  years.  In  the 
verfe  we  are  now  illuftrating,  the  time  which  inter- 
vened between  the  delivery  and  the  accomplifhment 
of  this  prophecy,  is  faid  to  be  a  very  little  while, 
though  it  might  be  about  thirty  years,  if  we  fuppofe 
that  the  prediftion  was  publifhed  near  the  beginning 
of  Ahaz's  reign,  and  fulfilled  about  the  fourteenth 
year  of  Hezekiah.  At  the  expiration  of  this  compa- 
ratively fhort  period,  the  indignation  of  God  againft 

his  people  (hould  ceafe. God  was  difpleafed  not 

only  with  Afiyria,  but  with  Jerufalem:  his  wrath 
kindled  againft  the  former,  was  to  terminate  in  their 
deftru&ion ;  his  anger  againft  the  latter,  not  being 
accompanied  fo  much  with  the  defire  of  taking  ven- 
geance, as  of  reclaiming  them  from  their  evil  ways, 
would  be  pacified,  when  that  purpofe  was  in  fome 

*  MaL  iti.  u  f  Pfal.  xxx.  4. 

meafure 
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meafure  accomplifhed. From  all  which  we  learn 

this  comfortable  truth,  That  the  difpleafure  of  God 
(hall  not  long  continue  againft  his  people ;  that  he  pu- 
nches them  lefs  than  their  fins  deferve,  and  with  the 
judgments  he  inflicts  always  intermixes  much  mercy. 

26  And  the  Lord  of  hofts  fhall  ftir  up  a 
fcourge  for  him,  according  to  the  flaughter  of 
Midian  at  the  rock  of  Oreb :  and  as  his  rod  was 
upon  the  fea,  fo  fhall  he  lift  it  up  after  the  man- 
ner of  Egypt. 

Our  prophet  now  foretels  the  judgment  whereby 
the  Lord  of  hofts  was  about  to  deftroy  the  power  of 
Affyria,  which  is  illuftrated  by  two  fimilitudes ;  in 
one  of  which  it  is  compared  to  the  overthrow  of  the 
Midianites  at  the  rock  of  Oreb ;  and  in  the  other,  to 
that  of  the  Egyptians  at  the  Red  fea.  The  Affyrians 
having  beaten  the  Jewifh  nation  with  a  rod  and  ftaff, 
God  therefore  declares,  that  he  would  fliarply  and  fe- 
verely  punifh  them  with  a  fcourge,  and  oblige  them 
to  defift  from  the  Tafli  and  foolilh  enterprife  they  had 
formed.  The  fcourge  intended  in  this  prediction, 
was  not  made  of  fmall  cords  plaited  with  bits  of  wire, 
like  thofe  ufed  by  cruel  vindiftive  people,  when, 
without  mercy,  they  whip  their  poor  fellow-creatures, 
who  cannot  and  dare  not  refift  them.  The  fcourge 
denotes  the  fword,  peftilence,  or  other  deadly  wea- 
pon or  difeafe,  wherewith  the  angel  of  the  Lord 
fmote  the  great  multitude  of  the  Affyrian  array, 
which  were  flain  by  him  in  one  night.  The  inftju* 
ment  employed  for  this  purpofe  was  very  properly 
called  a  fcourge,  on  account  of  the  acute  pain  with 
which  it  was  accompanied,  the  ignominy  and  con- 
tempt to  which  the  Affyrians  were  thereby  expofed. — 
This  divine  judgment  Is  compared  to  the  flaughter  of 
Midian  at  the  rock  of  Oreb,  of  which  you  read  in 
the  feventh  chapter  of  Judges.  To  this  memorable 
pverthrow  pf  the  inveterate  enemies  of  Ifrael  the  pro* 

phet 
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phct  referred  at  the  fourth  verfe  of  the  ninth  chap- 
ter ;  here  he  alludes  to  the  fame  great  event.  The 
deftru&ion  of  the  Aflyrians,  like  the  {laughter  of  the 
Midianites,  fhould  be  very  fudden,  unexpected,  and 
exteniive,  reaching  not  only  to  the  common  foldiers, 
but  to  the  chief  officers  and  greateft  commanders* 
And  as  at  the  rock  of  Oreb  one  of  the  princes  of  Mi- 
dian  was  flain,  after  Ifrael  had  obtained  a  complete 
vi&ory,  fo,  after  the  Aflyrian  army  were  defeated, 
Sennacherib,  king  of  AfTyria,  was  killed  in  the  temple 
of  his  god  Nifroch.  The  event  foretold  is  alfo 
compared  to  the  overthrow  of  the  Egyptians  at  the 
Red  fea,  the  hiftory  of  which  is  recorded  in  the  four- 
teenth chapter  of  the  book  of  Exodus,  where  we  read, 
that  the  Lord  faid  unto  Mofes,  «  Stretch  out  thine 
4  hand  over  the  fea,  that  the  waters  may  come  again 
'  upon  the  Egyptians,  upon  their  chariots,  and  upon 
*  their  horfemen.'  At  this  time  the  rod,  called  the  rod 
of  God,  was  no  doubt  in  his  hand,  which  he  lifted 
up,  and  ftretched  out  over  the  fea,  that  its  waters 
might  return  upon  the  enemies  of  Ifrael,  and  over- 
whelm them  in  the  devouring  defl%  To  this  mod 
remarkable  deftru&ion  of  the  Egyptians  there  is 
an  obvious  allufion ;  and  between  this  rout,  and 
the  one  here  predi&ed,  there  fhould  be  a  fink- 
ing refemblance.  In  each  of  thefe  in  fiances,  the 
divine  interpofition,  in  favour  of  the  pofterity  of 
Abraham,  was  truly  confpicuous.  Both  of  them 
were  accomplifhed  not  by  human  flrength  and  va« 
lour,  but  by  the  omnipotent  arm  of  Jehovah,  In 
both,  the  enemies  of  Ifrael  were  entirely  and  fud- 
denly  routed ;  and,  by  their  deftru&ion,  thq  I fra elites 
were  delivered  from  bondage  and  affli&ion,  that  they 
might  praife  and  ferve  their  almighty  Deliverer.  In 
thefe  and  other  refpe&s,  there  was  an  intimate  re- 
femblance  between  the  daughter  of  Midian,  the  over- 
throw of  the  Egyptians,  and  the  fcourge  which  God 

ftirred  up  for  Aflyria. Mark  attentively,  I  be- 

Jipech  you,  the  inflructive  funilitude  ^hich  you  may 

obferve 
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obferve  between  the  early  and  the  latter  interpofitio&ft 
of  divine  providence  in  behalf  of  his  people,  and 
againft  their  enemies.  The  hiftories  of  the  Old 
Teftament,  written  for  our  admonition,  furnifh 
abundant  matter  for  this  agreeable  employment* 
There  you  may  fee  many  fimilar  hoftile  defigns, 
formed  againft  the  people  of  God,  fruftrated  and  pu* 
nifhed  by  fimilar  divine  judgments,  to ,  the  unfpeak- 
able  joy  of  thofe  who  trailed  in  the  Lord.  Acquaint- 
ance with  this  fubjeft  may  be  highly  ufeful,  through 
the  divine  bleffing, .  to  animate  your  hope  and  confi* 
dence  in  God,  who  is  unchangeable. 

■27  And  it  (hall  come  to  pafs  in  that  day,* 
that  his  burden  fliall  be  taken  away  from  off  thy 
fhoulder,  and  his  yoke  from  off  thy  neck,  and 
the  yoke  fliall  be  deftroye4  becaufe  of  the 
anointing. 

The  happy  deliverance,  confequent  upon  the  de- 
ftruttion  of  the  Affyrian  power,  is  here  foretold,— 
At  the  time  in  which  God  would  execute  the  threaten- 
ed vengeance  upon  Sennacherib,  the  Jewifh  nation  was 
to  be  emancipated  from  under  the  grievous  burden  of 
heavy  tribute  which  that  prince  exalted  from  them, 
prior  to  his  laying  fiege  to  Jerufalem/  The  oppreffive 
yoke  of  fervitude,  to  which  the  people  of  Judah  were 
fubjefted  by  the  Affyrian,  was  likewife  to  be  removed, 
and  they  were  to  be  reftored  to  the  enjoyment  of 
liberty  and  tranquillity.  I  apprehend,  however,  that 
the  prediction  muft  not  be  confined  to  this  event,  in 
which  it  received  a  literal  accomplifhment ;  but  that 
it  hath  a  farther  refped  to  another  and  more  glorious 
deliverance,  in  which  it  receives  a  more  full  comple- 
tion. While  the  civil  affairs  of  the  Jewifh  people 
furnifhed  the  occafions  of  thefe  prophecies,  the  divine 
wifdom,  that  infpired  the  prophet,  fo  contrived  that 
their  fpiritual  concerns  fhould  alio  be  expreffed. 
Though  the  geaetal  theme  of  this  difcourfe  was  the 

4 1  temporal 
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temporal  deliverance  of  the  Jewifli  nation  from  the 
oppreffive  power  of  Aflyria,  the  fecret  defign  of  the 
Infpirer  was  to  predift  the  fpiritual  falvation  of  the 
fubje&s  of  the  Meffiah  from  jthe  fervice  of  fin  and  ScN 
tan,  and  reftoration  to  the  glorious  liberty  of  the  fons 
of  God,  through  the  mediation  of  Jefus  Chrift.  In 
this  view,  the  burden  to  be  removed  from  off  the 
ihoulder,  contained  the  intolerable  weight  of  fin,  and 
its  guilt,  which  grievoufly  oppreffes  the  mind,  and 
renders  men  weary  and  heavy  laden.  And  the  yoke 
tq.  be  taken  off  the  neck  (a  figurative  expreflion,  de- 
noting fervitude  or  flavery),  may  fignify  the  fpiritual 
thraldom,  and  ignominious  bondage,  in  which  tranf- 

Sjreffors  are  detained  by  the  prince  of  this  world. 
horn  both  of  thefe,  according  to  this  prediction, 
thofe  are  happily  delivered,  *  who  are  Jews  inwardly, 

*  in  the  fpirit,  and  not  in  the  letter,  whofe  praife  is 

*  not  of  men,  but  of  God/*. — ; — The  def^ru&ion  of 
this  yoke  is  foretpld  to  take  place, 

Becaufe  of  the  anointing.  Perfons  from  among  the 
people  of  lirael,  who  were  fet  apart  to  the  important 
offices  of  prophet,  prieft,  or  king,  were  anointed  with' 
oil.  Aaron .  and  his  fons  were  confecrated  in  this 
manner,  to  minifter  unto  the  Lord  in  the  priefts 
office  f.  Elifha,  the  fon  of  Shaphat,  was  anointed 
likewife,  by  the  exprefs  commandment  of  the  Lord, 
to  be  prophet  in  the  room  of  Elijah  J.  David  and 
Solomon  were  alfo  anointed  with  oil  before  they 
afcended  the  throne  of  Ifrael :  and  this  rite  having 
bten  performed  in  obedience  to  the  divine  authority, 
thofe  who  received  this  un&ion  were  called  the  Lord's 
anointed.  To  this  anointing  the  temporal  deliverance 
of  the  Jewifh  (late,  from  the  oppreffion  of  Aflyiia,  is 
here  attributed ;  and  to  this,  in  fafl^  it  was  owing,  as 
the  hiftory  informs  us.  What  were  the  means  where- 
by the  burden  and  yoke  of  Sennacherib  were  broken 
and  removed  from  the  Jews  ?  This  wonderful  deliver- 

*  Rom.  ii.  29.      f  Exod.  xxviii.  41.       \  1  Kings  xix.  16. 
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ance  was  not  wrought  by  fword  or  bow,  by  horfe* 
and  chariots.  Military  ftren^th  and  prowefs  could 
not  claim  any  fhare  in  the  vi&ory,  which  is  afcribed 
to  the  prayers  and  interceffions  of  Hezekiah  king  of 
Judah,  and  of  Ifaiah  the  fon  of  Amoz,  who  were  no 
doubt  joined  by  fome  of  the  priefts  of  the  Lord,  that, 
like  them,  were  alfo  anointed  with  the  Holy  Spirit. 

*  For  this  caufe  (it  is  written,  2  Chron.  xxxii.  20.) 
c  Hezekiah  the  king,  and  the  prophet  Ifaiah,  prayed 
'  and  cried  to  heaven.'  The  fuccefs  with  which  their 
prayers  were  attended  is  related  in  thfe  following 
verfe :  *  And  the  Lord  (cnt  an  angel  who  cut  off  all 
c  the  mighty  men  of  valour,  and  the  leaders  and  cap- 

*  tains  in  the  camp  of  the  king  of  Aflyria :  fo  he  re- 
c  turned  with  fliame  of  face  to  his  own  land.     And . 

*  when  he  was  come  into  the  houfe  of  his  god,  they 

*  that  came  forth  of  his  own  bowels,  flew  him  there 

*  with  the  fword/ The  external  anointing  with 

oil,  whereby  thefe  eminent  fervants  of  the  Lord  were 
confecrated  to  the  facred  offices  in  which  they  were 
inverted,  is  well  known  to  have  been  typical  of  the 
internal  unftion  by  the  Holy  Spirit,  wherewith  the 
Lord  God  anointed  the  Mefliah  to  be  the  Prophet, 
Prieft,  and  King  of  his  church.  The  oil  ufed  for  the 
purpofe  of  anointing,  under  the  Old  Teftament,  af- 
forded an  inftru&ive  emblem  of  the  gifts  and  graces 
of  the  Holy  Spirit,  wherewith  Jefus  Chrilt  was 
anointed  without  meafure.  It  ferved,  in  fome  mea- 
Aire,  to  prepare  thofe  upon  whom  it  was  poured  for 
performing  the  duties  of  their  office  with  activity  and 
alacrity,  and  was  doubtlcfs  intended  to  reprefent  their 
being  furnifhed  with  the  gifts  and  qualifications '  re- 
quifite  for  adorning  their  new  ftation.  Oil  being  of 
a  ftrengthening,  foftening,  and  healing  nature,  and 
ufeful  for  preferving  fome  fubftances  from  corruption, 
was  therefore  often  applied,  in  eaftejn  countries,  to 
thofe  who  were  wounded  or  difeafed,  and  to  thofe 
who  were  in  a  feeble  condition.  Oil,  when  mixed 
with  aromatics,  as  wa$  the  oil  wherewith  the  high- 

prieft 
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pried  of  old  was  anointed,  yielded  a  moil  fragrant 
fmell,  and  fervcd  to  exhilarate  the  fpirits,  and  excite 
the  mod  agreeable  fenfations.  On  thefe  and  other 
accounts,  it  was  employed  as  a  fymbol  of  the  Holy 
Spirit,  who  is  called  the  oil  of  gladnefs,  wherewith 
our  bleffed  Saviour  was  anointed,  and  furnifhed  with 
every  qualification  neceffary  for  the  faithful  perform- 
ance of  the  duties  belonging  to  the  offices  he  fuftains, 
all  of  which  he  executes  in  the  mod  grateful  and  ac- 
ceptable manner,  Becaufe  of  this  anointing,  which 
reaches  the  mod  didant  members  of  his  body  the 
church,  flowing  down  to  the  fkirts  of  his  garments, 
all  the  enemies  of  the  people  of  God  fhall  be  broken 
and  dedroyed ;  whild  they  fhall  be  advanced  to  the 
enjoyment  of  liberty  and  felicity,  having  their  infirmi- 
ties helped,  their  errors  cor  reded,  and  their  hearts 
comforted,  by  the  great  Mefliah,  the  anointed  of  the 
Lord,  to  whom  God  always  hath  a  fpecial  refpett 
in  ail  the  manifold  falvations  he  works  for  his  church. 
For  his  fake  the  burden  and  the  yoke  are  removed.— 
Let  us  contemplate  all  the  divine  interpofitions  made 
in  our  behalf,  a&  conferred  upon  us  on  his  account 
And  as  we  have  the  honour  of  being  called  by  his 
worthy  name,  let  us  be  folicitous  to  participate  of 
that  bleffed  Spirit,  wherewith  he  was  anointed  without 
meafure,  that,  being  confecrated  to  the  fervice  of  the 
living  God,  and  endowed  with  every  amiable  gift  and 
grace,  we  may  ihine  forth  in  the  beauties  of  holinefs, 
and  prove  bleflings  to  the  nation  and  the  feveral  fo* 
cieties  with  which  we  are  connected. 

28  He  is  come  to  Aiath,  he  is  pafled  to  Mi- 
gron :  at  Michmafh  he  hath  laid  up  his  car- 
riages. 

The  prophet  proceeds  particularly  to  defcribe  the 
Affyrian  expedition  againd  Judea,  with  its  confe* 
quences.— He  begins  this  part  of  his  fubjed  by  ac- 
curately delineating  the  progrefs  of  Sennacherib, 

with 
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with  his  army,  in  their  march  toward  Jerufalera,  the 
route  by  which  he  advanced,  and  the  feveral  ftations 
that  he  occupied ;  all  which,  under  the  direction  of 
the  Spirit  of  prophecy,  he  marks  with  equal  exa£k- 
nefs  as  if  he  had  been  writing  the  hiftory  of  paft 
events.  The  firft  ftation  here  affigned  to  the  Affy- 
rian  prince  in  the  land  of  Judea,  after  he  parted  the 
river  Jordan,  is  Aiath.  This  was  probably  the  city 
Ai,  celebrated  m  the  hiftory  of  the  conquefts  of 
Ifrael,  under  the  command  of  Jofhua,  the  fervant  of 
the  Lord :  the  appendage  atb  might  have  been  added 
to  its  name  in  later  times,  after  it  was  rebuilt, 
having  been  totally  deftroyed  when  the  children  of 
Ifrael  conquered  Canaan.  Then  it  was  burnt,  and 
made  a  heap,  and  a  defolation.  This  city  was  built 
upon  a  hill,  or  rifing  ground,  in  the  extremity  of  . 
the  land  of  Benjamin,  toward  the  north,  and  fituated 

to  the  eaftward  of  Bethel. Migron  was  the  place 

where  the  Affyrian  took  his  next  ftation.  This  name 
is  not  mentioned  in  any  other  paflage  of  fcripture, 
excepting  in  i  Samuel  xiv.  2. ;  from  which  it  appears 
to  have  been  fituated  in  the  uttermoft  part  of  Gibeah, 
a  famous  city,  in  the  north  of  the  pofleflion  of  Ben- 
jamin, to  the  fouthward  of  which  ftood  the  city  of 
Jerufalem.— - 'At  Michmafh  he  bath  laid  up  his  car- 
riages. This  place  is  mentioned  in  1  Sam.  xiv.  5. 
and  feems  to  have  lain  not  far  from  Migron,  in  the 
vicinity  of  mount  Bethel  *.  Michmafh  was  probably 
fortified  very  ftfongly  by  nature.  Here  was  a  nar- 
row pafTage,  with  a  fharp  rock  on  the  one  fide,  and 
a  fharp  rock  on  the  other  fide  ;  the  name  of  the  one 
was  Bozez,  and  the  name  of  the  other  Seneh.  The 
one  fronted  toward  the  north,  over  againft  Mich- 
mafh ;  and  the  other  toward  the  fouth,  oppofite  to 
Gibeah.  At  this  place  the  proud  monarch  of  Afly- 
ria  laid  up  his  carriages,  with  his  heavy  baggage, 
finding  it  would  be  exceedingly  tedious  and  difficult 

*  See  1  Sam.  xiii.  2. 

to 
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to  get  them  conveyed  through  this  narrow  paffage ; 
and  judging,  from  the  riches-  of  the  country  through 
which  he  marched,  and  the  timidity  of  its  inhabitants, 
who  made  no  refinance,  that  he  would  not  have  far- 
ther need  of  them. 

29  They  are  gone  over  the  paffage  :  they 
have  taken  up  their  lodging  at  Geba ;  Ram  ah 
is  afraid,  Gibeah  of  Saul  is  fled. 

Having  laid  up  his  carriages,  Sennacherib,  and 
hfs  great  army,  went  over  the  paffage  now  mention* 
ed,   and, took  their  fourth  Ration  at  Geba,  where 

they  eafily  made  good  their  quarters.- This  was  one 

of  the  cities,  with  her  fuburbs,  which  were  given 
by  Jofhua,  and  the  heads  of  the  fathers  of  the  chil- 
dren of  Ifrael,  to  the  priefts,  the  pofterity  of  Aaron ; 
and  is  remarkable  for  having  been  one  of  thofe 
places  in  which  the  Philiftines  had  a  garrifon  in  the 
days  of  king  Saul.  From  the  courfe  taken  by  the 
Affyrian  army,  it  feems  to  have  lain  between  Mich- 
mafli  and  Ramah— — -which  fignifies  elevated  or  fub* 
lime  ;  fo  that  this  city  probably  had  its  name  from 
its  high  and  confpicuous  fituatiorw  It  likewife  be- 
longed to  the  tribe  of  Benjamin,  and  was  fituated 
not  far  from  Bethel,  being  memorable  on  account 
of  its  having  been  the  refidence  of  Samuel  the  pro- 
phet, and  the  place  where  long  afterward  c  a  voice 
c  was  heard,  lamentation  and  weeping,  and  great 
<  mourning,  Rachel  weeping  for  her  children,  and 
c  would  not  be  comforted,  becaufe  they  are  not 'V 
The  inhabitants  of  this  city  were  terrified  at  the  ap* 
proach  of  the  Affyrian  army,  and  filled  with  conlter- 
jiation  at  the  dreadful  confequenccs  that  might  at- 
tend their  march  toward  the  capital.— < — Gibeah  had 
the  name  of  Saul  often  conjoined  with  it,  becaufe 
it  was  the  place  where  king  Saul  often  refided  f .  A 
terrible  fcene  of  wickednefs  was  once  afted  here,  and 

#  Matth.  ii.  18.     .         f  1  Sam.  x.  26. 

followed 
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followed  with  tragical  effe&s.  After  relating  which, 
the  infpired  writer  of  the  book  of  Judges  makes 
this  remark :  '  There  was  no  fuch  deed  done  nor 
4  feen,  from  the  day  that  the  children  of  Ifrael  came 
'  up  out  of  the  land  of  Egypt,  unto  this  day  :  con- 
'  fider  of  it,  take  advice,  and  fpeak  your  minds  V 
The  people  who  dwelt  here,  leaving  their  habitations, 
fled  to  other  places,  where  they  hoped  to  enjoy  greater 
tranquillity  and  fafety. 

30  Lift  up  thy  voice,  O  daughter  of  Gallim: 

caufe  it  to  be  heard  unto  Laifli,  O  poor  Anathoth. 

> 

This  and  the  two  following  verfes  defcribe*  the 
march  of  Sennacherib's  army,  approaching  Jerufa- 
lem  to  invert  it,  and  the  terror  and  confuiion  fpread- 
ing  and  increafing  through  the  feveral  places  as 

he  advanced. The  name  of   Gallim  is  found 

only  here,  add  in  1  Sam.  xxv.  44.  from  whence  we 
derive  no  affiftance  in  afcertaining  its  fituation,  and 
other  circumftances.  It  is  obvious,  from  the  connec- 
tion in  which  it  is  here  mentioned,  that  it  lay  in  the 
neighbourhood  of  Ramah  and  Gibeah,  in  the  tra&  of 
country  between  Gibeah  and  Jerufalem.  The  daugh- 
ter, or  the  inhabitants  of  Gallim,  are  called  upon  by 
our  prophet,  to  lift  up  their  voice,  that  they  might 
deplore  and  lament  the  danger  of  their  condition,  in 
being  expofed  to  the  mercilefe  rage  and  cruelty  of  a 
powerful  victorious  army. Caufe  it  to  be  heard  un- 
to Laijb.  In  the  18th  chapter  of  the  book  of  Judges, 
you  read  of  the  country  of  Laifh,  which  five  men,  of 
the  tribe  of  Dan,  were  fent  by  their  brethren  to  fur- 
vey ;  and  of  a  city  of  that  name,  which  they  called 
Dan,  after  their  father.  The  Laifh,  however,  which 
is  here  fpoken  of,  feems  to  have  been  another  town, 
fituated  between  Gallim  and  Anathoth,  at  no  great 
diflance  from  the  former,  otherwife  the  voice  of 

*  Judges  xix.  30. 

lamentation 
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lamentation  in  GalKm  could  not  hare  reached  it.— 
The  prophet  next  commiferates  the  unhappy  condi- 
tion of  the  people  of  Anathoth.  This  was  another  of 
the  cities,  with  her  fuburbs,  which  was  given  to  the 
priefts,  the  children  of  Aaron  *•  Being  mentioned  in 
the  paflage  above  cited,  immediately  after  Gibeon 
and  Gebah,  it  probably  lay  at  no  great  diftance  from 
them.  This  city  was  renowned  for  having  been  the 
place  of  the  prophet  Jeremiah's  nativity  and  refidence* 
The  companionate  manner  wherein  it  is  here  addrefled 
leads  to  fuppofe,  that,  at  the  time  in  which  the  Afly- 
rians  marched  toward  Jerufalem,  the  inhabitants  were 
in  a  very  deplorable  condition. 

3 1  Madtnenah  is  removed,  the  inhabitants  of 
Gebim  gather  themfelves  to  flee. 

Thefe  two  places,  fo  far  as  I  know,  are  not  men- 
tioned ill  any  other  paflage  of  fcripture  beiide  the  one 
now  before  us.  I  (hall  therefore  only  remark,  that 
they  were  probably  cities  or  towns  lying  toward  Je- 
rufalem,  on  the  north-weft,  in  the  fame  trad  of  coun- 
try through  which  our  prophet  defcribes  the  Aflyrian 
army  taking  their  march  toward  the  metropolis  of  Ju- 
dea.  Struck  with  terror  at  the  approach  of  the  enemy, 
the  people  of  Madmenah  removed  from  their  habita- 
tions, and  the  inhabitants  of  Gebim  were  colle&ed  to- 
gether, with  the  refolution  of  fleeing  for  fafety. 
• 

32  As  yet  fliall  he  remain  at  Nob  that  day: 
he  fhall  {hake  his  hand  againji  the  mount  of  die 
daughter  of  Zion,  the  hill  of  Jerufalem. 

Nob  was  a  city  belonging  to  the  tribe  of  Benjamin, 
not  far  from  Jerufalem,  and  inhabited  by  the  priefts, 
as  appears  from  the  hi  ft  or  y  of  David,  who  went  thither 
to  vifif  Ahimelech  the  prieft  f.    In  this  place  the  ark 

♦  See  Jofhua  xxi.  18.  f  i  Sam.  xxi.  1. 
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of  God  remained  for  fome  tune  before  it  was 
taken  to  Oibeon ;  and  here  Sennacherib  was  to  re* 
main  for  a  day,  to  refrefh  his  troops,  and  prepare  for 
the  fiege  of  the  capital  of  Judea.  The  words  of  the 
Chaldee  Paraphraft  on  this  verfe  are  remarkable,  and 
worthy  of  attention.  They  are  thefe :  "  Sennacherib 
came  and  ftood  in  Nob,  a  city  of  the  priefts*  be* 
fore  the  walls  of  Jerufalem,  and  faid  to  his  army, 
Is  not  this  the  city  Jerufalem,  againft  which  I  have 
brought  my  whole  army,  having  fubdued  all  its 
provinces  ?  Is  it  not  fmall  and  weak  in  companion 
"  of  the  fortifications  of  the  Gentiles,  which  I  have 
"  fubdued  by  the  valour  of  my  hand?  He  ftood 
44  nodding  with  his  head,  and  wagging  his  hand  up 
"  and  down,  as  a  man  is  wont  to  do  when  he  de. 
"  fpifeth  any  thing."  This  is  a  very  Ample  and 
natural  illuftration  of  the  words  before  us.  The 
mount  of  the  daughter  of  Zion,  is  a  Hebrew  phrafe, 
equivalent,  in  our  language,  to  the  inhabitants  of 
mount  Zion;  which,  with  the  hill  of  Jerufalem, 
may  be  intended  to  fignify  thofe  who  r elided  both 
in  the  upper  and  lower  parts  of  that  city.  Againft 
them  the  prophet  declares,  that  the  king  of  AT* 
fyria  fhall  fhake  his  hand:  thus  intimating  his 
ftrong  difpleafure,  and  determined  purpofe,  to  exe- 
cute upon  them  terrible  vengeance,  on  account  of 
their  oppofition  to  his  authority  and  government.  In 
this  fenfe  of  the  expreffion,  we  read,  '  That  a  man  of 

*  mount  Ephraim,  Sheba  by  name,  the  fon  of  Bichri, 

*  hath  lift  up  or  fhaken  his  hand  againft  the  king, 

*  even  againft  David  V  Againft  the  holy  city,  which 
God  had  chofen  for  his  habitation,  and  had  hitherto 
defended  by  his  providence,  did  the  proud  Aflyrian 
monarch  lift  up  his  hand,  threatening  to  deftroy  it ; 
and,  having  marched  his  forces  toward  it,  he  was 
now  going  to  try  to  carry  his  menaces  into  execution, 
and  feverely  to  punifh  the  inhabitants  for  their  obfti* 

*  2  Sam.  %%.  2i« 

4  K  nate 
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nate  refiftancd.-**— The  fulfilment  of  this  predi&ion 
you  find  writtfcrt,  a  Chron.  xxxii.  9.  and  following 

verfes. From  the  prophetical  narration  we  have 

juft  confidered,  and  its  exact  accomplishment,  we 
learn,  that  all  the  movements  of  princes  and  great 
people,  indefed  of  all  men  of  every  defer iption,  are 
from  the  beginning  perfe&ly  known  unto  God, 
and  are  under  the  direction  and  Superintendence  of 
his  divine  providence.  He  hath  the  molt  clear  and 
accurate  foreknowledge  of  all  men,  of  all  hearts, 
and  of  all  aftions  ;  and .  moil  exactly  forefees  what 
men  will  be,  and  what  they  will  do ;  what  means 
they  will  employ,  and  what  ends  they  will  purfue. 
His  omnifcience  extends  to  every  creature,  and  pe- 
netrates into  the  inmoft  receffes  of  every  heart.  Whilft 
we  admire  and  adore  this  foreknowledge  of  God,  of 
which  we  have  now  feen  a  very  (triking  inftance,  im- 
prove it  to  fupport  you  under  all  your  infirmities,  to 
comfort  you  under  all  your  affii&ions  and  dangers, 
and  to  animate  you  in  performing  the  various  fervices 
to  which  you  may  be  called.— -How  terrible  mufk 
be  the  approach  of  a  great  victorious  army  to  the  in* 
habitants  of  the  towns  and  of  the  country  againft  which 
they  are  marching!  What  fear  and  terror,  what  con* 
fternation  and  dread,  mud  every  where  prevail  among 
the  people,  whilft  multitudes  are  trembling  and  cry- 
ing with  fright,  and  numbers,  in  the  utmoft  precipi- 
tation and  confufion,  every  where  fleeing  for  fafety 
from  impending  ruin !  This  consideration,  fuggefted 
by  what  we  have  now  been  hearing,  ought  to  excite  us 
to  thankfulnefs  to  God  for  the  peace  and  fafety  which, 
through  divine  mercy,  we  enjfry,  and  a  faithful  im- 
provement of  the  manifold  advantages  with  which  we 
are  favoured.  .. 

33  Behold,  the  Lord,  the  Lord  of  hofts,  fhali 
lop  the  bough  with  terror:  and  the  high  ones 
of  ftature  Jhall  be  hewn  down,  and  the  haughty 
{hall  be  humbled. 

In 
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In  this  and  the  following  verfe,  are  reprefented  the 
confequences  with  which  the  grand  expedition  of  the 

Aflyrian  monarch  fhould  be  followed. Thedefcrip- 

tion  is  introduced  with  great  riiajefty  and  folemnity, 
in  order  to  excite  the  greater  attention  to  the  foretold 
event.  The  deftru&ion  of  the  Aflyrian  army  is  ex- 
hibited under  the  image  of  a  great  foreft,  confiding 
of  many  flourifliing  Vees,  with  ftrong  and  high 
branches ;  yea,  of  Lebanon  itfelf,  covered  with  lofty 
cedars,  but  cut  down,  and  laid  level  with  the  ground, 
by  the  hand  of  feme  powerful  agent.  The  over- 
throw, which  is  the  fubjeft  of  this  prediction,  our 
prophet  hath  repeatedly  mentioned ;  but  as  this  won* 
derful  event  engaged  his  admiring  attention,  and 
took  pofleflion  of  his  mind,  he  once  more  intro- 
duces it  in  this  verfe,  where  he  affirms,  that  the  Lord 
qf  hqfts  Jhall  lop  the  bough  with  terror,  The  tree 
fhould  not  at  once  be  cut  down,  but  its  principal 
branch,  the  vaft  army,  which  had  ftretched  itfelf 
nearly  fo  far  as  Jerufalem,  was  to  be  lopt  off  in  a  very 
awful  manner,  fo  as  to  ftrike  terror  into  the  whole 
empire.— +And  the  high  ones  of  Jiature  Jhall  be  hewr* 
down.  The  choiceft  and  molt  elevated  perfons,  fuch 
as  tfie  princes,  the  nobles,  the  generals,  and  officers,' 
who  occupied  the  moft  eminent  Rations  in  the  date 
and  in  the  army,  were  to  be  fuddenly  deprived  of 
their  dignity,  and  laid  level  with  the  meaneft  of  the 
people.— < — rAnd  the  haughty  Jhall  be  humbled.  After 
men  have  attained  to  high  Ration,  they  often  become 
infolent  and  haughty,  forgetful  of  what  they  once 
were,  of  what  they  now  are,  and  to  whom  they  are 
indebted  for  their  exaltation  and  dignity.  Vaft  num- 
bers of  this  defcription  were  doubtlefs  in  the  Aflyrian 
army  and  empire :  and  of  fuch  it  is  here  foretold, 
they  fliall  be  humbled  and  brought  low ;  their  pride 
fhould  receive  a  powerful  check,  and  their  condition 

be  totally  reverfed. This  is  the  peculiar  work  of 

the  Loru  of  hofts.     No  tree  fo  great  and  ftrong,  no 
|>ough  fo  lofty,  no  man  fo  elevated  and  proud,  but 

th<s 


6$4  LECTURES  on  th*         Chap.  T. 

the  Lord  of  hofts  can  lay  him  low.  Pharaoh,  who 
Was  the  higheft  bough  in  Egypt ;  Saul,  who  was  the 
tailed  branch  in  lfrael;  Nebuchadnezzar,  king  of 
Babylon,  who  was  fo  lofty  that  his  top  is  laid  to 
have  reached  to  heaven ;  and  the  high  ones  in  AfTy* 
ria ;  were  all  hewn  down  by  the  omnipotent  arm  of 
Jehovah,  and  reduced  to  the  mod  humiliating  condi- 
tion. Beware  then  of  that  pride  which  puffs  up  the 
mind  with  a  vain  conceit  of  one's  felf,  on  account  of 
fome  real -or  imaginary  excellence;  which  excites 
extravagant  felf-efteem  and  admiration;  whilft  it 
jftakes  light  of  divine  promifes  and  threatening*, 
which,  above  all  things,  we  ought  mod  to  refped. 

34  And  he  (hall  cut  dowp  the  thickets  of  the 
forefts  with  iron,  and  Lebanon  (hall  fall  by  a 
mighty  one. 

The  prophet  having  in  part  foretold  the  confer 
quences  with  which  the  Affyrian  expedition  againft 
Jerufalem  fhould  be  attended,  with  refpeft  to  the  chief 
men  in  the  army,  now  declares,  that  it  fhould  be  ac- 
companied with  fimilar  effeSs  to  the  common  fol- 
ders. Thefe  iaft  were  certainly  the  perfons  who  were 
intended  by  the  thickets  of  the  forefts,  whom  the 
Lord  qf  hofts  threatened  to  cut  down  with  iron }  fcot 
literally,  but  in  the  metaphorical  fenfe  of  the  expref- 
fion.  They  ftiould  be  fuddenly  cut  down,  and  by 
one  ftroke  as.it  were  deprived  of  life,  even  as  the 
grafs  or  corn  is  laid  down  by  the  fcythe  with  which 

it  is  mown.- And  Lebanon  Jhall  fall  by  a  mighty  one. 

Lebanon  was  a  very  high,  beautiful,  and  fruitful 
mountain,  in  the  land  of  Canaan,  It  had  its  name 
probably  from  its  white  appearance,  its  fummit  being 
almoft  continually  covered  with  fnow,  and  its  fides 
with  abundance  of  frankincenfe,  which  is  of  a  whitxfh 
colour.  Upon  this  celebrated  mountain  grew  the 
largeft  and  bed  of  cedars,  which  of  all  timber  is  the 
mod  excellent,  odoriferous,  and  durable.  The  frank- 
iijcenfe  smd  the  cedjirs  qii)ft  have  emitted  a  fine  fra- 
grant 


•» 
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grant  fraeilf  that  would  perfume  the  air,  and  render 
the  neighbourhood  exceeding  pleafaht  and  agreeable. 
With  great  propriety,  therefore,  is  this  mountain 
mentioned  fometimes  in  fcripture  to  denote  a  thriv- 
ing and  fiourifliing  condition,  as  in  Pfal.  xcii.  12* 
where  it  is  affirmed,  that  '  the  righteous  (hall  grow 
*  like  a  cedar  in  Lebanon.'  The  profperous  condi- 
tion of  the  Aifyrian  troops,  which,  for  beauty  and 
grandeur,  refembled  the  foreft  of  Lebanon,  was  foon  * 
to  be  reverfed  by  a  mighty  One,  defcribed,  in  the 
former  part  of  this  chapter,  as  the  Angel  of  the  Lord, 
the  Light,  and  the  holy  One  of  Ifrael,  whofe  fupreme 
excellence  and  glory  is  celebrated  by  sill  the  true  Ifrael 
of  God,  who  contemplate  him  as  their  Saviour  and 
defence.  The  defignation  here  given  to  this  illuftrious 
Perfon,  plainly  refers  to  that  irrefiftible  power  of 
which  he  is  poflefled,  who,  in  the  fulnefs  of  time,  was 
to  come  forth  to  accomplifh  the  falvation  of  his 
church ;  and  who,  in  performing  this  glorious  work, 
was  to  afford  the  mod  fatisfying  evidence  that  he  is 
mighty  to  fave.  He  is  indeed  a  very  great  and  re- 
nowned Conqueror,  who  always  prevails,  and  fucceeds 
in  every  enterpiife.  To  him  every  divine  perfection 
is  afcribed  in  fcripture ;  and,  among  other  characters, 
he  claims  that  of  Almighty,  which  he  nobly  difplays 
in  eftablifhing  and  preferring  his  church,  and  in  van- 
quifhing  all  the  many  powerful  enemies  of  his  people- 
Having  omitted  to  point  out  the  proper  improve- 
ment that  you  ought  to  make  of  feveral  articles  con- 
tained in  the  above  prediction,  permit  me  to  conclude 
with  a  remark  or  two,  of  which  I  hope  you  will  per- 
ceive the  juftice,  and  feel  the  influence. 

Remark,  fir  ft,  that  the  ambition,  avarice,  and  luft 
of  conqueft  in  princes  and  great  men,  is  a  reftlefs, 
turbulent,  and  dangerous  difpofition,  often  attended 
with  the  worft  of  confequences.  This  obfervation  we 
have  feen  remarkably  verified  in  our  progrefa  through 
this  chapter.  Such  is  human  nature  in  its  prefent 
ftate,  that  even  thofe  who  are  exalted  to  eminent  Ra- 
tion, 
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don,  and  dignified  with  the  higheft  honours,  are  felv 
dom  contented  with  their  condition.  Habakkuk  the 
prophet  thus  defcribes  a  Chaldean  prince,  whofe  cha- 
racter is  not  uncommbti :  '  He  keepeth  not  at  home, 
4  he  enlargeth  his  defire  as  hell,  and  as  death  cannot 

*  be  fatisfied,  but  gathereth  unto  him  all  nations,  and 

*  heapeth  unto  him  all  people: — wo  to  him  that 
'  increafeth  that  which  is  not  his  *  :'  in  this  way  he 
cannot  poflibly  add  to  real  enjoyment.  Pyrrhus,  king 
of  Epirus,  having  enlarged  his  dominions  by  the  con- 
queft  of  Macedonia,  was  bent  upon  fubduing  Italy, 
and  adding  it  to  his  empire.  Aiking  the  advice  of 
his  counfellor  Cineas,  he  inquired  at  the  prince, 
What  he  meant  to  do  after  he  conquered  Italy? 
Next,  faid  he,  I  mean  to  invade  Sicily,  which  is  a 
rich  and  powerful  country,  and  not  far  off.  When 
you  have  got  Sicily,  faid  Cineas,  what  then  ?  Africa, 
replied  the  king,  containing  many  fine  kingdoms,  is 
at  no  great  diflance,  and  through  my  renown,  and 
the  valour  of  my  troops,  I  may  fubdue  them.  Be  it 
fo,  faid  the  counfellor:  When  you  have  vanquifiied 
the  kingdoms  of  Africa,  what  will  you  do  then? 
Pyrrhus  anfwered,  Then  you  and  I  will  be  merry, 
and  have  good  cheer.  Cineas  replied,  Sir,  if  this  be 
the  end  at  which  you  aim,  what  need  you  venture 
your  life,  your  honour,  your  kingdoms,  and  all  that 
you  have,  to  purchafe  what  you  already  poffefs.  Epi- 
rus and  Macedonia  are  fufficient  to  mike  you  and  me 
merry :  had  you  all  the  world,  you  could  no{  be 
more  merry,  nor  have  better  cheer.  .  From  fuch  in- 
ftances  of  fpolifh  infatiable  ambition,  learn  jhe  wit 
dom  andneceffity  of  the  pleafant  exercife  of  content* 
mcnt  with  fuch  things  as  you  have ;  for  if  you  are 
not  fatisfied  with  them,  you  would  not  be  content  in 
any  other  condition. 

Remark  again,  that  God  frequently  difappoints 
men  of  the  objeds  of  their  expectation,  and  fruitrates 

*  flab,  ii.  >5»  6, 
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their  attempts  to  acquire  the  riches  and  honours  of 
this  world,  whilft  he  exalts  to  fafety,  opulence,  and 
grandeur,  thofe  who  looked  not  for  fuch  advancement. 
In  the  words  of  Job,  -'  God  leadeth  princes  away 
c  fpoiled,  and  overthroweth  the  mighty  V  Ahab, 
king  of  Ifrael,  failed  in  his  attempt  to  poffefs  the  vine- 
yard of  Naboth  the  Jezreelite,  and  was  killed  in  battle. 
The  kings  of  Edom  and  Moab,  of  Ammon  and 
Amalek,  with  the  Philiftines,  confpired  to  cut  off  the 
people  of  God  from  being  a  nation ;  but  God  was 
pleafed  to  write  confufion  and  difappointment  upon 
all  their  hoftile  exertions  for  this  putpofe.  Senna- 
cherib, king  of  Affyria,  went  up  to. the  very  gates  of 
Jerufalem,  to  fpoil  and  devour  its  inhabitants ;  yet, 
after  all  his  great  preparations  and  threatenings,  he 
was  obliged  to  return  with  fhame  to  his  own  land, 
where  he  was  flain  by  his  own  fons ;  and  upon  his 
tomb  the  following  infcription  is  faid  to  have  been 
engraven :  Ci  Let  every  one  that  feeth  me,  learn  to 
*4  fear  God,  and  not  to  defy  him  as  I  have  done  j-."— 
We  may  farther  retnark,  that  the  Moft  High  often 
exalts  to  fafety,  opulence,  and  grandeur,  thofe  who 
expe&ed  not  fuch  promotion,  Saul,  the  fon  of  Kifh, 
when  feeking  for  his  father's  affes,  found  a  kingdom. 
Jofeph,  from  being  a  prifoner,  was  advanced  to  be 
governor  over  all  the  land  of  Egypt.  David  was 
taken  from  feeding  his  father's  flock,  to  feed  and  go- 
vern the  kingdom  of  Ifrael.  And  the  people  t>f  Ju- 
dah,  at  the  time  to  which  the  above  prophecy  refer- 
red, were  wonderfully  delivered  from  impending 
danger,  and  raifed  to  a  fafe  and  comfortable  condi- 
tion. Thus  doth  the  Almighty  defeat  the  purpofes  of 
the  crafty ;  and  raifeth  up  the  poor  out  of  the  duft, 
that  he  may  fet  them  with  princes.  Would  you  then, 
my  brethren,  happily  efcape  thofe  vexatious  crofs  ac- 
cidents which  might  diflurb  your  enjoyment  of  what 
you  prefently  poflefs,  and  rife  fuperior  to  thofe  difap- 

*  Job  xii.  19.  t  Herod,  lib.  11. 
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pointments  which  are  ready  to  ftun  with  furprife, 
overwhelm  the  mind  with  amazement  ?  Steer  your 
ceurfe  with  a  fteady  hand ;  mark  the  interpofition  of 
divine  providence  in  your  profperity,  and  in  your  de« 
predion;  and  attempt  no  deftgn  without  acknow- 
ledging God,  and  looking  to  him  to  crown  your  en- 
deavours with  fuccefs.  To  conclude,  let  us  unite 
with  the  people  of  God  in  ancient  times,  in  grateful 
acknowledgment  of  that  almighty  hand  to  which  we, 
as  well  as  they,  are  indebted  for  every  deliverance, 
whether  of  a  temporal  or  fpiritual  nature ;  and,  in 
imitation  of  the-faints  above,  afcribe  falvatien  to  God, 
and  to  the  Lamb. 


PRELIMI, 
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PRELIMINARY  OBSERVATIONS. 

THE  prophet  here  begins  the  fifth  fe£Hon  of  this 
long  prophetical  difcourfe.  Having  contem- 
plated, in  the  overthrow  of  Afiyria,  the  destruction  of 
every  adverfe  power  to  the  kingdom  of  God,  and 
having  viewed,  in  the  profperity  and  felicity  of  Heze- 
kiah's  reign,  an  image  of  the  happinefs  and  glory  of 
the  kingdom  of  Jefus  Chrift  alter  the  conqueft  of  its 
formidable  enemies,  overlooking  its  intermediate  for- 
tunes, he  proceeds  to  delineate  the  rife,  the  amiable 
qualifications,  and  illuftrious  a&ions  of  the  great  Mel- 
fiah.  After  which,  he  reprefents  the  ceconomy,  the 
peace,  the  extent,  the  glory,  and  the  other  properties 
and  future  fortunes  of  his  kingdom,  with  their  confe- 
quences.  To  thefe  defer iptions  he  fubjoins  a  hymn 
of  gratitude,  in  which  the  church  is  introduced  cele- 
brating the  praifes  of  their  God  and  Saviour,  on  ac- 
count of  the  great  falvation  in  which  they  participate. 
This  pleafing  profpeft  our  prophet  prefented  to  the 
view  of  thofe  who  were  looking  for  redemption  in 
Ifrael ;  and,  by  the  predictions  that  he  delivered  on 
this  fubjeft,  he  adminiftered  the  mojl  agreeable  con- 
folation  to  their  hearts,  and  furnifhes  the  people  of 
God  in  all  ages  with  a  delightful  topic  of  ufeful  me- 
ditation and  difcourfe. This  chapter  may  be  dis- 
tributed into  the  following  parts :  The  humble  de- 
fcent,  the  eminent  gifts,  and  peculiar  excellencies  of 
the  illuftrious  Prince,  who  forms  the  chief  fubjett  of 
this  prophecy,  are  particularly  fpecified,  ver.  1. — 5, 
The  gentle,  peaceable,  and  flouriihing  condition  of 
his  extenfive  kingdom,  collected  from  among  dif- 
ferent nations,  is  next  difplayed  in  beautiful  figurative 
language,  ver.  6. — 9.  The  converfion  of  the  Gen- 
tiles, and  the  vocation  of  the  difperfed  Jews  to  the 
glorious  privileges  belonging  to  his  vail  empire,  are 
then  foretold,  ver.  10. — 14.  The  chapter  concludes 
^ith  reprefenting  the  fubverfion  of  the  hoftile  king- 
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doms  of  Egypt  and  Afiyria,  and  the  awful  demonftra- 
tions  of  the  divine  righteoufnefs  which  was  to  ac- 
company the  great  work  of  divine  grace,  ver,  15. 
and  16. 


.     CHAP.    XL 

AND  there  (hall  come  forth  a  rod  out  of  the 
item  of  Jefle,  and  a  branch  fhall  grow  out 
of  his  roots. 

In  thefe  words  the  nativity  of  the  renowned  Prince 
is  foretold,  in  whom  the  following  predi&ions  were  to 

receive  their  accomplifhmefit. Having  announced 

the  certain  deftruftion  of  the  Affyrian  army,  under 
the  image  of  a  great  foreft  cut  down  by  feme  power- 
ful hand,  the  prophet  proceeds,  in  figurative  terms, 
correfponding  to  the  language  of  the  former  pro- 
phecy, to  foretel  his  birth  and  lineal  defcent,  to 
whom  belong  the  after-mentioned  glorious  preroga- 
tives, reprefenting  his  appearance  as  a  flender  ftem, 
{hooting  out  from  the  trunk  of  an  old  tree  that  was 
cut  down  and  decayed.  This  tender  plant,  though 
weak  to*  human  view,  fhould  neverthelefs  grow  and 
flourifh,  and  become  exceedingly  fruitful.  This  con- 
traft  points  out  the  connexion  between  this  and  the 
foregoing  chapter,  expreffed  by  the  cqnne&ing  par- 
ticle with  which  it  begins.  A  remarkable  inflance 
here  occurs  of  the  method  frequently  adopted  by 
Ifaiah,  and  the  other  prophets,  of  N  taking  occafion, 
from  fome  great  temporal  deliverance  they  have  men- 
tioned, of  introducing  the  fpiritual  falvation  of  God's 
people  by  the  mighty  One,  on  whom  our  help  is 
laid.  That  this  prophecy  relates  to  Meffiah  the  Prince, 
I  hefitate  not  to  affirm,  upon  the  exprefs  authority  of 
the  apoftle  Paul ;  who,  when  preaching  to  the  men 
pf  Antioch,  declared,  *  That  of  the  feed  of  David  tbe 

«fon 
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*  fon  of  Jeffe,  God  hath,  according  to  his  promife* 

*  raifed  unto  Ifrael  a  Saviour,  Jefus  V  And  when 
fhcwifrg  that  the  Gentiles  ought  to  glorify  God  for 
his  mercy,  in  raifing  up  for  them  a  Saviour,  he  quotes 
the  words  now  before  us :  4  EfaiaS  faith,  There  (hall  be 

*  a  root  of  Jeffe,  and  he  that  (hall  rife  to  reign  over  the 

*  Gentiles,  in  him  fliall  the  Gentiles  truft  f  .*  By  this 
facred  teftimony,  I  am  fully  juftified  in  applying  this 
prophecy  to  Jefus  Chrift  the  Son  of  God,  the  fplen* 
dour  and  glory  of  whofe  kingdom  is  foretold  in  this 
chapter.  I  think  that  I  am  alfo  vindicated  in  making 
this  application,  by  the  defcription  which  jefus  Chrift 
affumes  to  himfelf,  when  *  he  fent  his  angel  to  teftify 
c  unto  you  thefe  things  in  the  churches :  I  arti  (faid 
c  he)  the  root  and  offspring  of  David  J  ;'  where,  if  I 
miftake  not,  there  is  a  manifeft  allufion  to  the  defcrip- 
tion given  of  the  Prince  of  peace  in  this  predi&ion, 
who,  according  to  the  fcriptures,  lineally  deftended 
from  that  illuftrious  patriarch.  I  proceed,  therefore, 
to  explain  and  illuftrate  the  figurative  reprefentation 
given  of  the  nativity  and  extra&ion  of  our  mighty 
Saviour,  and  glorious  king. 

And  there  Jhall  come  forth  a  rod,  &c*  In  the  pre- 
ceding chapter,  the  Aflyrian  was  fpoken  of  as  the  rod 
of  God's  anger,  wherewith  he  corre&ed  his  people 
for  their  fins ;  and  as  a  ftrong  bough,  which  the  Lord 
was  to  lop  with  terror.  In  this  chapter;  the  great 
Mefiiah  is  fpoken  of  as  the  rod  wherebf  Jehovah  was 
to  feed,  lead,  and  govern  his  people,  to  afford  them 
protection  and  deliverance,  fupport  and  confolation. 
Like  the  rod  of  God  which  Mofes  was  commanded 
to  take  in  his  hand,  when  employed  in  bringing  the 
children  of  Ifrael  out  of  Egypt,  this  rod  was  to  per- 
form many  figns  and  \Vonders  in  the  fight  of  the 
people.  Like  the  rod  of  Aaron,  that  bloflbmed  and 
bare  fruit,  this  rod  was  to  appear  beautiful,  and  to 
bear  fruit  for  the  cure  and  the  food  of  the  nations  of 

*  A&s  xili.  22,  23.        f  Rojn.  xv.  12*       %  Rev.  xxii.  16. 
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them  that  ar£  faved.  By  this  rod  of  God's  ftrength, 
Satan  was  vanqtiifhed,  and  diverted  of  the  poffeflion 
of  the  human  heart ;  the  turbulent  paflions  of  the 
wicked  are  fubdued ;  the  word  of  reconciliation,  the 
gofpel  of  falvation,  "was  publifhed;  the  children  of 
God,  that  were  feattered  abroad,  are  gathered  toge- 
ther in  one,  kept  from  falling,  and  presented  faultlcfs 
before  the  prefence  of  God's  glory  with  exceeding 
joy.  By  this  rod,  they  are  fuftained  under  all  the 
preffures  of  fin,  of  a  wounded  fpirit,  and  a  decayed 
body,  under  the  crufhing  weight  of  temptations,  re- 
proaches, and  the  dreaded  calamities  of  the  valley  of 
the  (hadow  of  death;  their  injuries  are  revenged, 

their  enemies  repelled,  and  their  felicity  fecured. ^ 

With  no  lefs  propriety  is  the  Meffiah  foretold  as  a 
bratich  which  was  to  grow  out  of  the  flock  of  the 
Jewifh  fathers,  frbm  whom,  according  to  ancient  pro- 
phecy, he  was  to  proceed.  Like  lfaac,  he  was  re- 
markably the  Son  of  the  promife,  raifed  up  by  divine 
power,  when  human  expectation  had  almoft  perifhed. 
His  firft  appearance,  like  that  of  a  branch,  was  mean 
and  inconfiderable,  totally  deftitute  of  external  pomp 
and  magnificence,  He  fprung  up  from  the  family  of 
David,  after  it  was  reduced  very  low,  and  there  re- 
mained not  one  king  or  prince  belonging  to  it  that 
might  prefide  over  the  Jewifh'  nation.  Eminently 
poffeffed  of  life  and  vigour,  he  increafed  in  ftature 
and  wifdom:  he  flcurifhed  with  the  moft  amiable 
gifts  and  graces ;  and,  from  the  whole  gofpel-hiftory, 
we  learn,  that  he  was  abundantly  filled  with  the  rich- 
eft  and  the  moft  excellent  fruits.  How  fublime,  how 
truly  divine  the  do&rine  which  he  inculcated !  How 
ftupendous  the  miracles  that  he  performed,  which 
excited  the  admiration  of  the  fpe&ators!  who  ex- 
claimed, c  Is  not  this  the  fon  of  David?*  In  his 
whole  conduft,  in  every  condition,  and  in  every  place, 
he  difplayed  confummate  wifdom  united  with  perfect 
holinefs :  all  his  words  and  aftions  difcovered  that  ex- 
cellent fpirit,  and  fupreme  authority  of  which  he  was 

poffeffed. 
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poflefled.  His  influence  and  renown  extended  gra- 
dually over  the  earth,  and  fpread  far  and  wide ;  fo 
that  under  his  fhadow  multitudes  reforted,  who  en- 
joyed the  molt  agreeable  refreshment,  and  were  de- 
lighted with  his  pleafant  fruits.— Senfible  of  our 
unfpeakable  need  of  the  great  Redeemer,  let  us  high- 
ly prize  him,  particularly  in  the  view  in  which  he  is 
here  exhibited ;  and  let  us  have  immediate  recourfe 
to  him,  that  we  may  enjoy  comfortable  repofe  under 
this  branch  of  righteoufnefc,  be  fcreened  from  the 
fcorching  heat  of  that  fire  which  might  confume  us, 
and  feaft  upon  thofe  precious  fruits  of  which,  by  vir- 
tue of  intereft  in  him,  we  jnay  participate,*— -This 
rod  and  branch  our  prophet  foretels, 

Shall  <$me  forth  out  of  the  ft  em  of  fejfe^  andfhcdl 
grow  oUt  of  his  roots,  ^he  illultrious  Perfon  intended 
by  the  rod  mentioned  in  this  verfe,  fhould  arife  from 
among  the  pofterity  of  Jefie  the  Beth-lehemite,  the  fa- 
ther of  David  king  of  Ifrael,  by  whofe  name  the 
Mefliah  is  fometimes  called  in  the  fcriptures  of  the 
Old  Teftament.  This  branch  is  promifed  to  grow 
out  of  his  roots,  to  proceed  from  the  great  progeni- 
tors of  Jeffe  and  David ;  among  whom  were  Boaz, 
Amminadab,  and  Judah,  Jacob,  Ifaac,  and  Abraham, 
with  other  renowned  '  fathers,  of  whom,  concerning 
c  the  flefh,  Chrift  came,  who  is  over  all,  God  bleffed 
*  for  ever  V  The  expreffions  I  am  confidering, 
plainly  refer  to  the  do&rine  uniformly  taught  in  the 
facred  writings  concerning  the  Son  of  God,  Jefus 
Chrift  our  Lord,  *  That  he  was  made  of  the  feed  of 
4  David  according  to  the  flefli  f/  Indeed  he  is  often 
defcribed  in  terms  defigned  to  excite  the  mod  grand 
and  magnificent  ideas,  as  being  fuperior  to  angels 
and  men;  far  above  all  principality  an  A  power;  above 
all  that  is  accounted  great  in  heaven  and  in  earth  ; 
the  only  begotten  Son  of  the  eternal  Father;  the 
heir  of  all  things,  by  whom  he  made  the  worlds ;  the 

*  Rom.  !x.  5.  f  Rom.  i.  3. 
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brightnefe  of  his  glory,  and  the  exprefs  image  of 
his  perfon.  Words  cannot  convey  more  exalted  ideas 
of  his  tranfcendeiit  dignity,  fupreme  excellence,  and 
infinite  glory.  He  ig  neverthelefs  fometimes  fpoken 
*  of  as  being  of  mortal  extra&ion ;  and  the  tribe,  the 
family,  and  the  perfons,  from  whom  he  fhould  afife, 
are  accurately  marked,  of  which  a  remarkable  in- 
ftance  lies  now  before  us.  Of  fuch  vaft  importance 
is  this  truth  in  the  Chriflian  fyftem,  that  the  apoftle 
Peter,  when  preaching  on  the  day  of  Pentecoft  to 
the  men  of  Judea,  introduced  this  fubjeft  as  an  article 
of  his  difcourfe:  '  David  (faid  he)  being  a  prophet,  and 
c  knowing  that  God  had  fworn  with  an  oath  to  him, 

*  that  of  the  fruit  of  his  loins,  according  to  the-flefh, 
c  he  would  raife  up  Chrift,  to  fit  on  his  throne,  as  it 
c  is  written,  Pfal.  cxxxii.  n.V  The  apoftle  Paul 
repeatedly  inculcates  the  fame  doftrine,  as  worthy  of 
ferious  attention,  and  frequent  confideration :  '  Re- 

*  member  (faith  he)  that  Jefus  Chriftj  of  the  feed  of 
c  David,  was  raifed  from  the  deadf.'  The  expref- 
fions  ufed  in  the  infpired  volume  on  this  fubjeft  clear- 
ly fhew,  that  the  divine  agency  was  peculiarly  em- 
ployed in  the  wonderful  work  of  the  Word  being 
made  flefh ;  and  that  this  myftery  coiififts  in  the  a£ 
fumption  of  that  human  natifre,  which  fprung  (torn 
the  ftem  of  Jefle  and  his  roots,  into  the  mod  intimate 
connexion  with  the  Son  of  God.  This  circumftance 
points  out  the  royal  defcent  of  the  Meffias;  and  evinces 
the  inviolable  faithfulnefs  of  God,  in  accomplift- 
ing  the  prediftions  and  promifes  delivered  to  the 
church  under  the  Old  Teftament.  By  taking  flefh 
unto  him,  this  glorious  Perfon  became  capable  of 
fufFering  for  the  fins  of  his  people,  of  compaffionat- 
ing  them  in  their  fufferings,  of  interceding  in  their 
behalf,  and  of  a&ing,  in  every  refpeft,  as  a  Saviour 
fuited  to  relieve  all  our  neceflities. 

♦  Aft»  ".  30.  f  *  Tim.  Ii.  g. 
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2  And  the  fpirit  of  the  Lord  (hall  reft  upon 
him,  the  fpirit  of  wifdom  and  underftanding,  the 
fpirit  of  counfel  and  might,  the  fpirit  of  know- 
ledge, and  of  the  fear  of  the  Lord. 

Having,  in  figurative  language,  foretold  the  nati- 
vity of  Jefus  Chrift,  and  the  family  from  which  he 
fhould  arife,  the  propheLproceeds  to  fpecify  fome  of 
the  divine  gifts  and  fplendid  ornaments  of  which  the 
Meffiah  fhould  be  pofleffed,  and  which  he  was  to  dis- 
play with  the  brighteft  luftre  among  men. The  firft 

of  thefe  is  thus  expreffed  :  The  fpirit  of  the  Lordjhall 
reft  upon  him.     The  Holy  Spirit,  who  with  the  Fa- 
ther and  Son  is  one  God,  feems  to  be  here  intended, 
to  whom  the  anointing  of  the  man  whofe  name  is  the 
Branch  is  attributed  in  various  pafTages  of  fcripture. 
He  is  called  the  Spirit,  to  intimate,  that  he  is  perfeft- 
ly  pure  and  incorporeal ;  that  all  exiftences  derive 
their  life,  fpirit,  and  a&ivity  from  him ;  and  that  it  is 
his  peculiar  office  to  convey  fpirit  and  life  into  men 
dead  in  trefpaffes  and  fins.   In  the  language  of  infpira- 
tion,  this  Spirit  is  faid  to  create,  and  give  life ;  to 
fpeak  by  the  prophets,  and  to  appoint  minifters  in  the 
church ;  to  help  infirmities,  and  to  teach  all  things ; 
to  guide  into  all  truth,  to  reprove  and  comfort,  and 
to  abide  with  his  people  for  ever,     Thefe  afTertions, 
with  many  others  of  a  fimilar  nature  that  occur  in  the 
Bible,  ferve  to  fhew,  that  the  Spirit  of  Jehovah  is  an 
intelligent  Being,  and  a  divine  Agent.     In  the  words 
before  us,  he  is  foretold  to  reft  upon  him  who  is  the 
rod  that  grew  out  of  the  roots  of  Jeffe.     All  his  ope- 
rations refpq&ing  men,  are  either  tranfitory,  and  of 
ihort  continuance ;  fuch  was  his  divine  influence  felt 
by  Gideon,  Jephthah,  and  Saul  the  fon  of  Kill) :  or. 
permanent,  and  of  long  duration;  fuch  is  his  refidence 
in  the  faithful,  with  whom  he  abides  fo  as  not  to, 
leave  them,  '  In  this  manner  he  is  here  promifed  to 
reft  upon  Jefus  Chrift,  ev$n  as. the  fymbol  of  the  di- 
vine glory  retted  of  old  upon  the  tent  of  the  congre- 
gation. 
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gation  *.  By  the  Spirit  of  the  Lord,  he  was  confe- 
crated  to  the  facred  office  in  which  he  was  inverted ; 
and  perfe&ly  qualified  for  fuftaining  the  high  charac- 
ter in  which  he  was  to  a&,  and  for  performing  all  the 
promifes  of  grace  refpe&ing  the*,  redemption  of  the 
church.  By  this  Spirit,  he  was  abundantly  furnifhed 
for  accomplifhing  the  whole  of  the  arduous  work 
which  he  engaged  to  execute;  and,  therefore,  the 
Spirit  is  faid  to  have  defcended  and  abode  upon  him, 
as  here  predi&ed  f  ;  and  he  is  faid  to  have  been  c  full 

*  of  the  Spirit  {.'  This  was  the  oil  of  gladnefs  where- 
with  he  was  anointed  above  his  fellows ;  for  c  God 

*  gave  not  the  Spirit  by  meafure  unto  him  ||.  The 
apoftle  Peter  explicitly  affirmed,  in  his  difcourfe  be- 
fore Cornelius  and  his  friends,  '  That  God  anointed 
*.  Jefus  of  Nazareth  with  the  Holy  Ghoft,  and  with 

*  power;'  and  our  Saviour  hi  mfelf  acknowledged ;  in 
the  fynagogue  of  Nazareth,  that  the  Spirit  of  the 
Lord  God  was  upon  him.  Innumerable  teftimc^nies 
might  be  added  in  confirmation  of  the  fulfilment  of 
this  prediction,  which  it  is  unneoeffary  to  recite. 
The  Spirit  of  the  Lord,  which  retted  upon  the  Meffias, 
flill  refts  upon  his  people,  who,  to  a  man,  rejoice 
that  they  have  not  received  the  fpirit  of  the  world, 
nor  the  fpirit  of  bondage,  but  the  Spirit  which  is  of 
God.  Have  you  not,  in  manifold  inftances,  Chriftians, 
experienced  this  comfortable  truth?  Hath  not  be  fill- 
ed your  minds  with  the  knowledge  of  neceffary  divine 
truths  when  yo.u  were  in  uncertainty  and  perplexity  ? 
Hath  not  he  fubdued  your  corrupt  difpofitions,  and 
introduced  into  your  fouls  thofe  amiabje  graces  in 
which  you  refemble  your  divine  Matter.  Hath  not 
he  fanftified  your  affe£Hons,  preventing  them  from 
being  entangled  with  worldly  obje&s,  and  dire&ing 
them  to  things  heavenly  and  eternal  ?  Hath  not  he 
ftrengthened  you  with  all  might  in  the  inward  man 

*  Sec  Exod.  xl.  34,  35.         f  John  i,  32,         J  Luke  ir.  1. 
1!  Johu  iii.  34. 
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when  you  were  Weak  and  feeble,  and  pouted  into 
your  difbonfolate  hearts  the  moil  reviving  confola- 
tions. 

The  fpirit  ofwifdont.  The  firft  of  the  fix  qualifica- 
tions of  which  the  illuftrloiis  Perfon,  who  is  the  fub- 
jeft  of  this  prophecy,  fhould  be  poffeffed,  by  the  Spi- 
rit of  the  Lord,  is  wifdotn.  Anciently  wifdom  wafc 
employed  to  fignify  exquifite  Ikill  in  any  art  or  fcience; 
in  aftef-times  it  Wats  appropriated  to  thofe  who  were 
devoted  to  the  contemplation  of  the  rtioft  fublime  ob- 
jects, by  acquaintance  with  which  they  Were  diftin- 
guifhed  from  the  bulk  of  mankind,  ana  furnifhed  for 
becoming  their  inftru&ors*  Among  us  that  man  is 
reckoned  to  be  wife,  who  makes  choice  of  the  beft 
ends,  and  employs  the  moft  proper  means  in  order  to 
attain  them ; — who,  with  caution  and  prudence,  em- 
braces every  opportunity  of  carrying  into  execution 
the  good  purpofes  which  he  hath  deliberately  form- 
ed ;— *who  governs  his  paflions  with  moderation } — who 
condu&s  his  affairs  with  difcretion,  and  ads  with  pro* 
priety  in  the  ftation  giBgned  him  by  providence,  per- 
forming with  fidelity  and  diligence  the  bufinefs  in 
which  he  is  occupied.  By  the  fpirit  of  wifdom  pro- 
mifed  to  the  Meffiah  in  his  human  chara&er,  he  was 
perfedly  acquainted  with  the  divine  nature  and  glo- 
rious perfections  of  Jehovah,  his  gracious  counfels, 
his  wonderful  works  and  difpenfations,  in  their  order, 
connexion,  and  defign.  lie  was  likewife  irtftru&ed 
in  the  offices  he  was  to  execute,  according  to  the  di- 
vine appointment ;  and  the  way  by  which,  according 
to  the  purpofes  of  grace,  finners  of  mankind  may  ob- 
tain complete  falvation,  with  eternal  glory,  in  the 
pnefence  and  enjoyment  of  God,  whofe  favour  is  bet- 
ter than  fife.  He  had  a  thorough  acquaintance  with 
the  ftate  of  the  world,  the  ceconomy  of  the  church, 
and  the  manner  in  which  it  might  be  beft  admini- 
ftered,  agreeably  to  its  various  conditions,  and  the* 
feveral  ftages  through  which  it  was  to  pafs.  By  this 
fpirit  of  wifdom,  he  was  fully  qualified  to  make  known 
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*  * 

the  whole  coiinfel  of  God,  to  inftrud  men  in  the 
knowledge  of  every  neceffary  divine  truth,  to  (hew 
them  the  way  of  falvation,  to  give  them  the  mod  ex- 
cellent precepts  and  perfect  example,  whereby  they 
might  be  dirc&ed  in  the  way  of  life,  and  felicity. 
Hereby  he  was  dire&ed  in  the  performance  of  the  ar- 
duous work  which  he  appeared  on  earth  to  execute : 
he  was  enabled  to '  confound'  thofe  who  thought  that 
they  Were  wife ;  to  inftruft  his  followers,  fo  as  to 
make  them  wife  unto  falvation ;  to  fpeak  a  word  in 
leafon  to  the  weary*  and  effeSually  to  repair  the  in- 
jured honour  of  the  divine  government.— —This  fpi- 
rit,  which  was  plentifully  communicated  to  the  Head,* 
was  intended  to  defcend  and  diffufe  itfelf  over  his 
whole  body  myftical.  It  is  not  a  natural  endowment, 
or  a  natural  faculty,  effcntial  to  the  human  foul ;  c  but 
c  comes  down  from  above,  is  pure,  peaceable,  gentle, 
c  and  eafy  to  be  entreated,  full  of  mercy  and  good 

*  fruits,  without  partiality,  and  without  nypocrify  V 
It  teaches  to  defift:  from  the  purfuit  of  lying  vanities, 
and  to  acquire,  by  the  mod  proper  means,  the  molt 
glorious  and  fublime  enjoyments.  Deeply  fenfible 
tnen  that  you  greatly  .need  this  wifdom,  have  imme- 
diate recourfe  to  him  in  whom  are  depofited  all  the 
treafures  of  wifdom  and  knowledge;  and  earneftly 
afk  it  of  God,  and  it  (hall  be  given  you. 

And  under/landings  or  prudence,  as  the  word  alfo 
fignifies.  In  fome  places  of  fcripture,  wifdom  and 
underftanding  denote  nearly  the  fame  thing,  as  in  the 
following  proverb :  c  The  rear  of  the  Lord  is  the  be- 

*  ginning  of  \vifd9m :  and  to  depart  from  evil  is  un- 

*  derftanding/  In  other  paffages,  fome  diflinction 
feems  to  be  made  between  thefe  gifts  or  endowments, 
as  in  the  proverb  which  faith,  '  With  him  that  hath 

*  underftanding  wifdom  is  to  be  found.'  Though 
between  thefe  two  qualifications  of  mind  there  is  an 
intimate  connection,  and  the  one  is  frequently  iaclud- 

« 

*  James  iii.  17. 
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ed  in  the  other,  yet,  in  the  verfe  under  confideration, 
underftanding  or  prudence  feems  to  denote  fomewhat 
different  from  wifdom.  The  fpirit  of  ,wifdom  relate? 
chiefly  to  divine  truths,  whereas  the  fpirit  of  under- 
ftanding principally  refpefts  holy  practice  and  good 
conduft.  Underftanding  cpnfifts  in  an  accurate  dis- 
cernment of  the  relation,  excellence,  and  importance 
of  the  various  obje&s  which  prefent  themfelves  tp 
view,  ?nd  a  clear  perception  of  their  real  worth  and 
utility,  fo  as  to  diftinguifh  them  from  their  counter- 
feits and  oppofites.  It  teaches  to  rejeft  with  difdaiu 
whatever  is  bad  or  unprofitable,  and  to  approve  of 
whatever  is  valuable  and  ufeful,  according  to  their 
comparative  excellence,  in  preference  to  every  thing 
that  ftands  in  competition  with  them.  Prudence  ap- 
plies to  pradtice  the  maxims  of  wifdom ;  determines, 
with  refpeft  to  time,  place,  and  meafure,  what  is  to 
t>e  done,  and  what  is  not  to  be  done ;  what  evils,  vices, 
and  dangers  are  to  be  avoided ;  what  things,  that  are 
good,  virtuous,  and  laudable,  ought  to  be  performed 
in  every  circumftan?e  and  condition,  .  Of  this  fpirit 
of  underftanding  and  prudence,  one  of  the  nobleft  en- 
dowments and  chief  excellencies  which  can  adorn  hu- 
man nature,  Jefus  Chrift  was  to  be  eminently  poflefT- 
ed,  according  to  this  prediftion.  Furnifhed  with  this 
brighteft  ornament,  it  (hone  forth  with  unfullied 
4uftre  in  his  every  aftion ;  and,  on  every  occafion, 
difplayed  itfelf  fo  as  to  attradt  the  admiration  not  only 
of  his  friends,  but  of  his  enemies.  x  Read,  read  atten- 
tively the  hiftory  of  Jefus  Chrift  recorded  in  the  gof- 
pels,  and  you  fhall  find  the  moft  illuftrious  proofs  of 
the  fpirit  of  underftanding  here  promifed  to  him  that 

ever  were  exhibited  to  the  view  of  mankind. *This 

fpirit  too  runs  down  from  the  Head  upon  all  thofe 
who  compofe  his  body  the  church,  enabling  them 
aright  to  underftand,  efteem,  and  pra'ftife  the  perfedt 
tuks  of  righteoufnefs  contained  in  the  word  of  God, 
and  from  the  beft  principles'  and  motives  to  become 
Qbcdient  to  their  high  eft  Lord,     k  communicates  a, 

diUae 
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divine  (kill  and  ability  to  perform  every  commanded 
duty ;  and,  therefore,  the  apoflle  Paul  informed  the 
faithful  brethren  to  whom  he  wrote,  *  That  he  ceafed 

*  not  to  pray  that  they  might  be  filled  with  the  know? 

*  ledge  of  God's  will,  in  all  wifdom  and  fpiritual  un? 
c  derftanding;  that  they  might  walk  vorthy  of  the 
'  Lord  unto  all  pleafing  *•  Give  me  understanding, 
c  O  Lord,  and  I  (hall  keep  thy  law,  yea,  I  fhall  ob* 
c  ferve  it  with  my  whole  heart  f  •' 

The  fpirit  of  counfel.  Though  this  fpirit  bears  a 
remarkable  affinity  to  that  of  wifdom  and  underftand- 
ing,  and  is  intimately  connected  with  it,  there  is  nob 
withstanding  a  confiderable  difference  between  them, 
Counfel,  you  know,  confifts  in  ferious  deliberate  con- 
sultation, accompanied  with  wholefome  advice  refpe&r 
ing  meafures  proper  to  be  adopted,  and  deftgns  which 
9ught  to  be  carried  into  execution.  In  this  view,  it 
muft  be  given  by  fome,  and  accepted, by  qthers,  that 
it  may  becopxe  truly  beneficial.  By  the;  fpirit  of 
counfel  promifed  to  the  Meffiah,  to  whofe  direction 
he  fhould  faithfully  attend,  he  was  to  be  perfectly 
qualified  for  giving  the  belt  and  mod  falutary  advices 
to  thofe  who  confult  him,  how  they  ought  to  behave, 
$nd  what  they  ought  to  do  in  all  their  perplexities 
and  difficulties.  By  this  fpirit,  he  fhould  be  admirably 
fitted  for  the  neceffary  work  of  dire&ing  them  in  the 
way  to  eternal  falvatipn,  and  ppflefTed  of  all  thofe  abi- 
lities that  are  requifite  to  enable  him  to  give  the  wifeft 
counfels  to  thofe  who  aik  them,  fenfible  of  their  ne- 
ceflities.  He  was  hereby  furnifhed  with  the  mod  ac? 
curate  knowledge  of  the  true  way  of  falvatiqn,  the 
moft  intimate  acquaintance  with  human  nature,  the 
cleared  difcernment  of  mens  duty  and  intereft,  with 
ability  to  convey  his  inftru&ions  in  the  moft  convin- 
cing manner,  and  to  recompiepd  his  counfels  by  the 
moft  affe&ing  and  powerful  motives.  He  fhould  not 
only  promulgate  laws  as  the  King  of  Zion,  and  incul- 

*  £ol.  i.  9,  10.  f  Pfid*  <*ix*  34* 
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cate  bis  do&rine  as  the  Mailer  of  lfraei,  but,  as  it 
were  laying  afide  his  authority,  and  affuming  the 
agreeable  chara&er  of  a  friend,  he  kindly  condefcends 
to  teach  and  affift  with  the  mod  engaging  familiarity 
and  tender  affe&ion.  He  therefore  (bus  fpeaks  of 
hirnfelf :  *  I  \yifdom  dwell  with  prudence,  and  find 
c  out  knowledge  of  witty  inventions,  Cpunfel  ia 
€  mine,  and  found  wifdom :  I  am  underftanding,  I 

*  have  ftrength  V  In  the  Pfalms,  he  is  introduced 
giving  folemn  thanks  to  Jehovah,  for  that  divine 
couniel  and  direction  v/hich  at  all  times  was  afford- 
ed him :  *  I  will  blefs  the  Lord,  who  hath  given  me 

«  counfelf.' This  amiable  benevolent  fpirit  de- 

fcends  from  the  Head  to  all  the  members,  and  hap- 
pily difppfes  them  to  comply  with  the  falutary  advices 
he  is  pleafed  to  give  in  every  condition.  You  cannot 
poflibly  receive  direction  that  is  once  to  be  compared 
to  his  unerring  counfel,  fo  fafe,  fo  fuited  to  your  cir- 
cumftances,  and  attended  with  fuch  important  advan* 
tages.    *'  Hear  inftru&ion  then,  and  be  wife,  and  re- 

•  fufe  it  not J  ;f  and  he  will  guide  you  by  his  counfel, 
ai*d  afterward  receive  you  to  glory. 

4nd  might.  The  Hebrew  word  denotes  ftrength 
and  firmnefs,  fortitude  and  conftancy  of  mind,  found* 
ed  upon  an  unfhaken  confidence  in  the  goodnefs, 
faithfulnefs,  and  other  divine  perfe&ions  of  Jehovah* 
This  Spirit  of  might,  with  the  undaunted  magnani- 
mity which'  he  infpires,  were  indifpenfably  heceffary 
to  the  iiluftrious  Perfon  who  is  the  fubjeft  of  this  pre* 
di&ion,  that  he  might  execute  with  honour  and  fuc- 
cefs  the  work  that  was  given  him  to  do : — that  he 
might  demonftrate  the  truth  and  efficacy  of  the  doc- 
trine which  he  taught,  convince  the  gainfayers,  and 
ijience  the  adverfaries  who  oppofed  him ;  refolve  the 
difficulties,  and  reply  to  the  objections  that- were  pro-' 
pofed  to  him ;  and  oblige  all  to  acknowledge,  that 
his  word  was  with  power,  and  that  they  were  unable 

t  Prov.  yiiu  j^.  J4.         f  Pfal.  xvi.  7.        J  PJtot.  viii.  33. 
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to  refift  the  Spirit  by  whictrtie  fpake : — that  he  might 
refolutely  fuftain  the  envy  and  hatred,  the  infultsand 
injuries,  the  complicated  fufferings  and  ignominious 
death,  to  which  he  fhould  be  expofed  on  account  of 
his  fidelity,  in  reproving  the  prevailing  vices  of  the 
timeSj,  for  the  fake  of  the  truth  and  glory  of  God, 
and  the  falvation  of  men : — that  he  might  perform 
the  mod  aftonifhing  miracles,  as  inconteuable  proofs 
of  his  favhig  power,  as  convincing  evidences  of  his 
divine  niiffion,  and  the  truth  of  the  dodlrine  which  he 
was  commiffioned  to  promulgate,  and  taught  with 
authority : — and  that  he  might  vanquilh  all  the  for- 
midable enemies  of  his  kingdom,  who  afted  in  com- 
bination againft  him,  by  the  excruciating  death  to 
which,  for  that  purpofe,  he  was,  according  to  the 
counfel  df  Jehovah,  to  fubmit.  AH  this  arduous  work 
was  to  be  done, '  not  by  might,  nor  by  power,  but  by 
*  my  Spirit,  faith  the  Lord  of  hofts  V— 8 — This  Spirit 
of  might  is  not  confined  to  the  Head  of  the  church, 
but  is  extended  to  all  who  are  united  to  him,  an<J 
participate  of  the  grace  of  God  in  truth.  Though 
in  themfelves  without  ftrength,  yet,  by  the  effe&uat 
working  of  his  power,  according  to  the  grace  of  God 
given  unto  them,  and  the  riches  of  his  glory,  they 
are  ftrengthened  with  might  by  his  Spirit  in  the  inner 
manf.  Such,  my  brethren,  is  the  levity  and  incon- 
ftancy  of  our  nature;  fuch  our  inability  to  refift 
temptations,  aad  pronenefs  to  backflide  from  God ; 
fuch  is  the  malice,  the  power,  the  fubtilty,  and  number 
of  our  fpiritual  enemies,  that,  unlefs  we  are  ftrength- 
ened and  fupported  by  the  Spirit  of  might,  we  cannot 
be  ftedfaft  and  immoveable,  always  abounding  in  the 
work  of  the  Lord.  Earneftly  and  frequently  implore 
from  God,  with  whom  is  the  refidue  of  the  Spirit, 
this  fpiritual  might,  that  thereby  your  faith  and  hope, 
your  patience  and  conftancy  of  mind,  may  be  increat 
ed  and  eftablifhed. 

*  Zech.  iv.  $.  f  Eph.  iii.  7.  16. 
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The  fpirit  of  knowledge.  The  knowledge  fpokert 
of,  mult  be  that  which  is  accompanied  with  love 
and  affection.  In  this  fenfe  it  is  often  mentioned  in 
fcripture ;  fo  that  to  know  and  to  love  the  name  of 
the  Lord  feem  to  be  fynonimous  terms,  employed  to 
defcribe  one  and  the  fame  character,  of  which  you 
may  be  fatisfied  by  comparing  together  Pfal.  ix.  io< 
with  Pfal.  v.  11.  Knowledge  and  affeftion  are  clofely 
connected  together,  and  have  a  ftrong  reciprocal  in  flu- 
ence  upon  each  other.  Indeed  thfe  connexion  between 
the  knowledge  and  the  love  of  God  is  mpft  intimate 
and  infeparable ;  for  it  is  impoflible  to  love  him,  un- 
lefs  he  is  known ;  and  if  he  is  properly  known,  it  is 
equally  impoflible  not  to  love  him.  Upon  this  ob- 
vious principle,  the  apoille  Paul  affirms,  c  If  a  man 
c  love  God,  the  fame  is  known  of  him  V  The  terms 
in  which  this  proportion  are  expreffed,  are  conver- 
tible into  either  of  the  following  forms^  both  of 
which  are  of  the  fame  import :  If  a  man  love  God, 
the  Tame  is  loved  by  him ;  or  if  a  man  know  God, 
the  fame  is  known  by  him.  The  fpirit  of  knowledge 
and  love  here  promifed  to  the  Meffiah,  is  that  excel- 
lent difpofitioji  of  mind  whereby  he  was  to  contem- 
plate God  as  his  Father,  to  whom  he  would  yield  the 
mod  grateful  and  prompt  obedience,  whofe  favour  he 
would  defire  with  the  mod  intenfe  afFe&ion,  in  com- 
munion with  whom  he  would  place  his  chief  delight, 
whofe  approbation  he  would  ftrenuoufly  endeavour  to 
enjoy,  and  whofe  glory  he  would  afliduoufly  drive 
to  advance.  This  amiable  fpirit  our  Lord  Jefus 
Chrifl  eminently  pofieffed,  of  which  the  mod  ftriking 
proofs  are  recorded  by  the  evangelifts  in  the  New 
Teftament.  He  perfe&ly  knew  the  Father ;  and  re- 
vealed him  unto  men :  he  perfectly  knew  the  mind 
of  the  Lord ;  and  communicated  it  unto  us  :  he  per- 
fectly loved  the  Father ;  and,  therefore,  as  the  Father 
gave  him  commandment,  fo  he  did,  and  fo  he  fpake* — • 

*   I  Cpr.  viii.  3. 
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tVTien  this  fpirit  of  knowledge  and  love  takes  poflef* 
fion  of  the  fubjeds  of  Jefus  Chrift,  their  minds  are  iU 
luminated  to  perceive  the  excellence,  connection,  and 
defign  of  divine '  revelation :  and  the  loVe  of  God  is 
ihed  abroad  into  their  hearts,  which  prefides  over 
their  other  graces  as  a  prince  among  his  people  £  and 
from  which,  as  from  a  living  fountain,  proceeds  th4 
whole  work  and  labour  of  love.  Diligently  endeavour 
then  to  grow  in  knowledge,  and  to  improve  it,  for 
exciting  you  to  the.  vigorous  exercife  of  divine  love, 
by  which  y#u  may  refemble  your  blefied  Mailer,  and 
adorn  your  holy  profeffion* 

And  of  the  fear  of  the  Lord.  The  fear  of  the  Lord 
may  here  denote  the  devout  affefiion  of  reverence, 
which  arifes  in  the  mind  by  means  of  the  contempla- 
tion of  the  grandeur  and  dominion,  the  power  and 
righteoufnefs,  with  the  other  divine  excellencies  of 
Jehovah.  It  adores  his  greatnefs;  it  venerates  his 
purity ;  it  refpefts  his  omnifcience ;  it  does  homage 
to  his  goodnefs ;  it  (lands  ih  awe  of  his  power  ;  it 
honours  his  juftice,  and  is  folicitous  to  avoid  his  dif~ 
pleafure.  It  is  fuch  a  profound  reverence  for  God  as 
is  accompanied  ifrith  love,  and  a  becoming  concern  to 
yield  an  exa£t  obedience  to  all  his  commands :  it  re* 
fembles  the  affe&ion  which  a  dutiful  fon  difcovers  to* 
ward  his  efteemed  parent,  and  faithful  fubjetts  enter* 
tain  for  a  good  prince.  When  this  principle  of  the 
fear  of  the  Lord  reigns  in  the  heart,  it  produces  the 
mod  powerful  effedts,  and  hath  an  extenfive  happy  in* 
fluence  over  all  the  purpofes,  afFe&ions,  defires,  and 
a&ions.  It  difpels  the  fear  of  man  that  bringeth  a 
fnare,  and  renders  fuperior  to  all  the  threatenings 
and  terrors  of  the  world :  it  reftrains  from  fin,  and 
clofely  adheres  to  God,  and  his  ways:  it  renders 
cautious  and  circumfped,  and  proves  the  Watchful 
guardian  of  th$  heart:  it  prefides  in  every „a&  of 
worflrip,  and  excites  to  the  performance  of  every 
duty  that  may  pleafe  the  Lord.  This  filial  fear  and  re- 
verence of  Jehovah,  is  the  fruit  of  the  Spirit  j  the  off- 

fpring 


Ve*.  j.     PROPHECIES  of  ISAIAH-  €$t 

luring  of  faith,  whereby  it  is  cheriflied ;  the  concomi- 
tant of  love,  which  preferves  it  from  degenerating 
into  flavifh  dread ;  the  companion  of  hope,  which  it 
keeps  from  falling  into  prefumption,  whilft  hope  pre* 
ferves  fear  from  finking  into  defpair :  it  qualifies  joy* 
and  keeps  it  from  levity,  whilft  joy  (hews  that  fear  is 
genuine,  and  of  the  right  kind.  Such  was  the  fpirit 
of  reverence  and  fear  of  the  Lord  which  was  promlfed 
to  the  Meffiah,  of  which  he  was  eminently  poffeflcd, 
as  is  abundantly  evident  from  the  gofpel-hiftory, 
where  many  inftances  of  its  amiable  influence  are  re* 
corded,— ~  With  the  fame  fpirit  of  veneration  for 
God,  and  unfeigned  piety,  are  the  fubje&s  of  his 
kingdom  in  feme  meafure  endowed ;  and  under  its 
influence,  they  perform  the  various  a&s  of  divine 
worihip,  which  are  preparatory  to  their  entrance 
within  the  vail,  whither  Jefus  Chrift  their  Forerunner 
is  already  gone.  Let  this  fear  of  the  Lord  be  your 
treafure.-"— -^Review  the  whole  prediction  Contained 
in  this  verfe,  and  fee  how  admirably  the  great  Re- 
deemer mud  be  qualified,  by  the  accomplishment  of 
thefe  promifes,  for  performing  the  work  affigned  him, 
and  perfe&ing  the  human  chara&er.  Wifdom  and 
underftanding,  counfel  and  might,  knowledge  and 
the  fear  of  the  Lord,  were  all  united  in  the  Author  of 
our  falvation :  and,  through  him,  the  fame  fpirit  is 
communicated  to  us,  to  cure  us  of  our  folly ;  to  $n* 
able  us  to  difcern  all  neceffary  truth ;  to  conduit  us  in 
the  paths  of  righteoufnefs ;  to  ftrengthen  us  with  all 
might  for  aQual  fervice,  and  dutiful  fubmiffion ;  to 
furnilh  our  minds  with  knowledge  and  love,  that  may 
afford  us  comfortable  experience  in  the  ways  of  God ; 
and  to  grant  us  the  fear  of  the  Lord,  which  is  a 
powerful  principle  of  all  holy  obedience. 

3  And  {hall  make  him  of  quick  underftand- 
ing in  the  fear  of  the  Lord,  and  he  fhall  not 
judge  tfter  the  fight  of  his  eyes,  neither  reprove 
after  the  hearing  of  his  ears. 

4N  In 


$$1  LECTURES  on  Trii        CHAP.Xf. 

-  In  this  Vet-fe*  the  admirable  fitnefs  of  the  Meffiah 
is  represented^  for  gathering  together  the  people  of 
whom  his  kingdom  (hall  be  cpmprifed,  and  for  ad- 

miniftering  the  affairs  of  his  government. That  he 

might  perform  aright  this  great  and  difficult  work, 
the  Spirit  of  Jehovah,  which  was  to  reft  upon  him, 
fhould  make  him  of  quick  Under  (landing,  and  furnifh 
him  with  a  penetrating  difcernment,  whereby  he 
was  at  once  clearly  to  perceive  who  were  the  mod 
proper  perfons  to  be  admitted  to  his  patronage,  and 
the  privileges  of  his  dutiful  fubjetts.  This  faculty 
was  to  proceed  from  the  fupernatural  influence  of 
the  Holy  Spirit,  and  the  intimate  connexion  of 
our  Lord's  human  nature  with  the  Godhead;  in 
confequence  of  which,  he  fhould  be  perfectly  ac- 
quainted with  the  fecrets  of  all  hearts,  and  have 
no  need  that  any  fhould  teftify  to  him  what  is  in 
man.  He  was  to  be  of  quick  fcent  or  fmell,  ac- 
cording to  the  tranflation  of  the  Hebrew  word  in  the 
margent  of  fome  of  your  Bibles,  fo  as  to  perceive  the 
fear  of  the  Lord  wherever  it  could  be  found ;  and, 
like  the  Sacrifices  of  old,  with  which  God  was  well 
p leafed,  it  fhould  prove  in  odour  of  a  fweet  fmell,  and 
an  acceptable  offering.  This  prediction  was  fully  ve- 
rified in  our  Lord  Jefus  Chrift,  who  was  of  filch  quick 
difcernment  and  acute  understanding,  in  the  difpofi- 
tions  of  the  human  heart,  that  he  could  infallibly  de- 
termine with  refpeft  to  mens  charafters,  of  which 
fome  memorable  inflates  are  recorded  in  the  New 
Teftament.  Such  was  his  penetrating  fagacity,  that, 
at  firft  fight,  he  could  eafily  difcover  a  true  Israelite, 
in  whom  was  the  fear  of -the  Lord,  fronr  thofe  that 
were  wicked,  hypocritical,  or  formal,  and  deflitute  of 
this  internal  qualification.  c  When  he  faw  Nathanael 
'  coming  to  him,  he  faid  of  him,  Behold  an  Ifraelite 
*  iildeed,  in  whom  is  no  guile. — Before  (added  he) 
c  that  Philip  called  thee,  when  thou  waft  under  the 
'  fig-tree,  I  faw  thee  *  ;'  employed,  it  may  be,  in 

*  John  I.  47,  48. 
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pouring  out  bis  foul  in  fecret  before  the  Lord.  He 
(hewed  that  he  was  perfectly  acquainted  with  the  cha- 
racter of  the  woman  who  was  a  finner,  who  came  and 
miniftered  to  him  with  great  humility  and  tendernefs, 
and  that  he  needed  no  information  with  refped  to 
her  paft  conduft.  According  to  this  prophecy,  the 
Meffias,  in  admitting  perfons  into  his  kingdom,  was 
not  to  have  refp^d  to  their  external  advantages,  their 
defcent,  or  their  riches,  their  reputation  and  condition 
in  the  world,  or  their  exterior  appearances  of  feigned 
piety ;  but  to  judge  of  them  fimply  by  their  fear  and 
reverence  of  the  Lord,  which  forms  the  beauty  of  the 
inward  man,  and  is  infeparably  conne&ed  with  every 
other  divine  grace,  and  the  exercifes  of  dutiful  obe- 
dience to  God. Convinced,  kny  friends,  that  hy- 

pocrify  and  formality  are  of  no  avail  in  his  fight,  we 
ought  ferioufly  and  impartially  to  examine,  if  we  are 
poffeffed  of  this  important  difpofition,  which  is  effen- 
tially  neceflary  to  the  fubjeds  of  the  Redeemer's 
kingdom. 

And  he  fhall  not  judge  after  the  fight  of  his  eyes, 
neither  reprove  after  the  hearing  of  his  ears.  The  fcrip- 
tures  reprefent  the  great  Redeemer  of  mankind  .un- 
der a  'variety  of  characters,  and  afcribe  to  him  various 
offices,  which,  though  inefficient  fully  to  exhibit  his 
real  excellence,  when  conjoined,  affift  in  forming  fitch 
exalted  ideas  of  his  glory  as  we  can  attain  in  this  pre- 
fent  date.  In  the  words  before  us,  impartial  judgment, 
and  equitable  reproof,  are  foretold  to  be  adminiitered 
by  him.  In  the  exercife  of  his  penetrating  judg- 
ment, he  was  impartially  to  pronounce  upon  the 
chara&ers  of  thofe  who  were  to  be  admitted  to  par- 
ticipate in  the  privileges  of  his  people,  to  determine 
according  to  the  perfed  rules  of  equity  the  differences 
that  might  arife  among  them  refpe&ing  their  conduft 
and  interefts,  to  defend  them  from  the  injuries  to 
which  they  might  be  expofed,  and  to  avenge  the 
wrongs  which  they  fuftained.  By  the  reproof  which 
\\z  (hould  adminiiter,  he  was  to  make  the  mod  im- 
portant 
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portant  and  interefting  difcoveries :.  be  was  to  operate 
powerful  convittions  of  the  truth  of  his  do&rine, 
eftablifhed  upon  the  mod  complete  evidence :  he  was 
to  flop  the  mouths  of  adverfaries ;  and  fharply  to  re* 
buke  thofe  who  obftinately  refufed,  contrary  to  rea- 
fon  and  juftice,  to  fubmit  their  uriderftandings  to  his 
inftru&ions,  to  yield  their  hearts  to  his  love,  and  their 
lives  to  the  obedience  of  his  laws.— — —This  judgment 
and  reproof  the  Meffiah  fhoald  difpenfe,  without  re- 
gard to  uncertain  reports,  or  to  mens  exterior  ap- 
pearance and  condition  in  the  world.   To  judge  after 
the  fight  of  the  eyes,  is  to  proceed  and  decide  with- 
out tefpeft  to  the  rules  laid  down  in  the  law  of  God, 
neceflary  to  be  obferved  in  the  exerctfe  of  righ- 
teous judgment.     That  law  required,  that  no  one 
ought  to  judge  but  thofe  inverted  with  authority ; 
that  every  decifion  fhoujd  be  regulated  by  the  law ; 
and,  after  the  matter  had  been  impartially  examined, 
and  the  cafe  maturely  confidered,  fentence  fhould  be 
pronounced,  without  regard  to  the  rank  and  circum- 
flances  of  the  parties.    When  a&ifcg  in  his  judicial 
capacity,  Jefus  Chrift  was  to  keep  perfectly  clear  of 
the  danger  of  which  he  cautioned  his  hearers,  and 
the  practice  ftri&ly  prohibited  in  the  law  of  God; 
which  he  feverely  reproved  when  he  flood  in  the 
m id  ft  of  the  Jewifh  judges.     Judge  not  (faid  he)  ac- 
cording to  the  appearance,  the  fight,  or  countenance, 
but  judge  righteous  judgment.-— r-To  reprove  after 
the  hearing  of  the  ears,  is  to  be  influenced  and  di- 
rected in  performing  this  important  work  by  vague 
uncertain  reports,  or  by  injurious  malicious  repre- 
sentations, than  which  there  is  not  any  thing  that  af- 
fords more  precarious  and  frivolous  grounds  of  adipi- 
niflering  reproof.     The  Meffiah  was  never  to  be  mif- 
led  by  fallacious  reprefentations  of  perfons  principles 
and  practices,  nor  feduced  into  error  by  the  fpecious 
infinuations,  and  feeble  vindications  of  malice  or  pre- 
judice ;  but,  in  the  whole  bufinefs  of  reproof,  he  was 
to  aft  uniformly,  without  regard  to  tjiefp  and  othes 

fimilar 
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fimilar  circumftances.  Many  inftances  of  the  mod 
unbiaffed  exercife  of  judgment  and  reproof  prefent 
themfelves  to  view  in  the  hiftory  of  our  blefled  Sa- 
viour's miniftry,  which  we  may  conflder  as  the  ac- 
complishment of  this  predi&ion.-*--— -Would  you  then 
refemblc  Jefus  Chrift  in  your  humble  fphere  ?  Take 
heed  that,  in  delivering  your  fentiments,  as  well  as  in 
your  a&ions,  you  be  not  improperly  fwayed  by  the 
external  condition  of  thofe  whofe  characters  and  con-* 
A\x€t  come  under  your  review.  Beware  of  extolling 
thofe  who  rather  deferve  cenfore,  and  of  condemning 
thofe  who  ought  to  receive  your  commendation.  My 

*  brethren,  have  not  the  faith  of  our  Lord  Jefus  Chrift, 

*  the  Lord  of  glory,  with  refpeft  of  perfons  *.— If 
4  ye  have  refpett  to  perfons,  ye  commit  fin,  and  are 
4  convinced  of  the  law  as  tranfgreffors  f  / 

4  But  with  righteoufnefe  (hall  he  judge  the 
poor,  and  reprove  with  equity,  for  the?  meek  of 
the  earth :  and  he  (hall  fmite  the  earth  with  the 
rod  of  his  mouth,  and  with  the  breath  of  his 
lips  (hall. he  flay  the  wicked. 

The  fubjeft  which  was  introduced  in  the  foregoing 
verfe  is  here  illuftrated  and  amplified.  Having  fore- 
told that  the  Meffiah  would  not  pay  improper  regard  to 
fpecious  appearances,  and  uncertain  reports,  our  pro* 
phet  pofirively  declares  the  rules  by  which  his  procedure 
ihouid  be  conda&ed,  and  the  characters  of  the  perfons 
among  whom  he  fhould  exercife  the  functions  in  which 
he  was  to  be  employed*— The  whole  of  our  Lord's 
government  was  to  be  managed  with  contaminate  righ- 
teoufnefe, and  perfect  equity.  Inverted  with  fupreme 
authority,  and  having  all  power  in  heaven  and  in  earth 
committed  to  him,  all  his  admonitions,  precepts,  and 
deciiions,  were  to  be  founded  in  righteoufnefs,  and 
eftablilhed  in  the  ftri&eft  juftice ;  and,  therefore,  the 

*  Janes  ii.  I.  f  James  ii.  9, 

obedience  . 
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obedience  he  requires,  is,  with  great  propriety,  called 
a  reafonable  fervice.  All  his  laws  were  to  be  holy, 
juft,  and  good ;  requiring  only  thofe  things  which  are 
true,  honeft,  juft,  pure,  lovely,  and  of  good  report, 
accompanied  with  promifes  of  gracious  affiftance,  and 
a  glorious  reward.  And  every  portion  of  authority 
which  he  hath  delegated  to  men,  is  conferred  for  the 
very  purpofe  of  teaching  others  to  obferve  whatfoever 
he  hath  commanded.— The  poor  and  the  meet  of  the 
earthy  are  the  characters  of  the  fubje&s  of  the  Mefliah's 
fpiritual  kingdom,  whom  he  judges  with  righteouf- 
nefs,  and  for  whofe  fakes  he  reproves  with  equity. 
To  perfons  of  thefe  defcriptions,  he  afligns  the  king- 
dom of  heaven,  in  his  memorable  difcourfe  delivered 
from  a  mountain  in  Galijee  :  c  Blefled  are  the  poor 

*  in  fpirit :  for  theirs  is  the  kingdom  of  heaven  V 
The  apoftle  James  calls  our  attention  to  this  circum* 
ftance ;  4  Hearken,  my  beloved  brethren,  Hath  not 
'  God  chofen  the  poor  of  this  world,  rich  in  faith, 
*.  and  heirs  of  the  kingdom,  which  he  hath  promifed 

*  to  thpm  that  love  him  \  V  Indeed  the  church,  com- 
pofed  of  the  difciples  of  thrift,  are  called  the  congre- 
gation of  the  poor,  being  poor  not  only  in  fpirit,  but 
often  likewife  in  their  worldly  condition.  By  admit- 
ting the  poor  into  his  kingdom,  Jefus  Chrift  nobly 
difplays  the  riches  of  his  adorable  grace,  to  which 
this.diftingqifliing  favour  muft  be  wholly  afcribed :  he 
makes  ample  compenfation  for  external  poverty,  by 
internal  riches ;  he  preferves  the  indigent  from  mani- 
fold temptations,  and  conforms  them  to  that  condi- 
tion in  which  he  appeared  in  this  worlds — -The 
meek  of  the  earth  are  poflefled  of  a  humble  and  teach- 
able difpofition  of  mind,  ready  to  receive  divine  in- 
ftru&ion  without  prejudice,  and  cordially  to  fubmit  to 
the  authority  of  the  great  Prophet  of  the  Lord,  who 
is  anointed  to  preach  good  tidings  to  the  meek.  This 
excellent  qualification  of  the  Meffiah's  fubjects  is  ne- 
ceflary  not  only  to  receive  the  ingrafted  word,  which  is 

•  *  Matth.  v.  3.  -J-  James  ii.  5. 
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able  to  fave  their  fouls,  but  to  refign  themfel  ves  wholly 
to  his  difpofal,  to  regulate  their  turbulent  uneafy  pat 
fions,  to  preferve  them  in  an  agreeable  tranquillity 
amidft  repeated  provocations,  and  to  difpofe  them  to 
live  inoffenfively  in  the  world.  When,  therefore,* 
Chriftians  are  directed  to  walk  worthy  of  the  vocation 
wherewith  they  are  called,  they  are  required  to  exer- 
cife  c  all  lowlinefs  and  meeknefs  V  Such  are  the 
perfons  whom  Jefus  Chrill  pronounces  bleffed;  for 
they  (hall  inherit  the  earth,  fo  much  of  the  good  things 
of  this  life  as  (hall  prove  to  them  a  real  bleffing.  For 
their  fakes,  he  who  is  their  Lord  and  Prote&or,  is 
ready  to  rife  to  judgment  to  fave  them,  and  he  will 
reprove  with  equity.  Mod  people  are  averfe  to  re- 
prove :  fome  are  afraid,  and  others  are  unable  to  per- 
form this  difficult  work ;  whereas  the  illuftrious  Per- 
fon  who  is  here  fpoken  of,  is  not  afraid  of  man  :  for 
this  end  alfo  he  is  poffeffed  of  confummate  ability,  and 
(hews  himfelf  ever  ready,  on  every  proper  occ£fion, 
to  difcharge  this  office  with  the  utmofl  (kill  and  ef- 
fect  Many  remarkable  inftances  of  the  accom- 

plifhment  of  this  predidion  are  writteil  in  the  New 
Teftament.  How  righteoufly  did  he  judge,  how  equi- 
tably did  he  reprove  the  Scribes  and  Pharifees,  the 
woman  of  Canaan,  and  many  others,  I  (lay  not  to 

mention ! Confider  poverty  and  meeknefs  of  fpi- 

rit  as  mod  excellent  difpofitions,  abfolutely  requisite 
to  form  the  amiable  temper  of  the  fubje&s  of  the  Re- 
deemer's kingdom;  and  diligently  ufe  every  inftitut- 
ed  mean,  in  dependence  upon  the  divine  bleffing,  to 
acquire  thefe  lovely  ornaments  of  the  mind.  Seek 
meeknefs  from  the  Author  of  every  good  and  perfeft 
gift :  behold  it  exemplified  in  Jefus  Chrill,  of  whom 
you  ought  to  learn  to  be  meek  and  lowly  in  heart. 
Reft  not  fatisfied  until  you  have  attained  thefe  Chris- 
tian graces,  which  are  the  fruits  of  the  Spirit ;  and 
employ  every  prudent  precaution  to  avoid  the  oppq- 
fite  paflions. 

.  •  *  Eph.  iv.  2. 

And 
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And  he  Jhall fmite  the  earth  with  the  red  of  his  mouth* 
Thefe  words  point  out  in  what  manner  the  King  of 
Zion  ftiould  treat  his  obftinate  enemies,  and  form  the 
counterpart  to  his  gracious  regards  for  his  people. 
The  prophet  divides  his  fubjeft  into  two  parts,  the  laJ> 
ter  ferving  to  explain  and  illuftrate  the  former.    Hie 
Prince  of  life,  and  King  of  glory,  to  whom  this  pre- 
diction relates,  having  received  a  kingdom,  was  to 
role  all  nations,  to  fubdue  all  oppolition,   to  van- 
quifh  all* his  adverfaries,  and  to  provide  for  the 
defence  and  fafety  of  his  fubje&s*     By  the  earth 
that  he'  ftiall  fmite*    is  not  meant  the  terreftrial 
globe  upon  which  we  live,  which  God  hath  given 
to  the  children  of  men  for  a  habitation,  but  its  inha- 
bitants, who  have  it  for  a  place  of  refidence.    In  this 
fenfe  the  earth  is  fometimes  mentioned  in  fcripture, 
as  in  Gen.  xi.  i.  where  we  read,  '  That  the  whole 
'  earth  was  of  one  language,  and  one  fpeech.'     The 
word,  however,  muft  here  be  underftood  in  a  li- 
mited fenfe ;  for  among  the  inhabitants  of  the  earth, 
there  are  not  only  the  incorrigible  enemies  of  the 
Lord  Jefus  Chrift,  but  likewife  his  faithful  friends, 
whom  he  will  not  fmite  in  the  fenfe  now  intended. 
The  expreffion,  therefore,  mud:  be  interpreted  as  hav- 
ing a  more  reftrifked  meaning,  in  which,  on  fome  oc* 
'  caiions,  it  is  ufed  by  the  facred  writers,  to  denote  the 
land  of  Canaan,  or  the  whole'  Roman  empire.    In 
this  fenfe,  the  evangelift  Luke  affirms,  that,  at  the 
time  of  our  Saviour's  crucifixion,  4  there  was  dark* 
*  nefs  over  all  the  earth  V    The  earth  then  may  here 
fignify  earthly  men,  who  are  of  this  earth ;  who  have 
their  portion  in  this  life,  and  mind  earthly  things ; 
whofe  god  is  their  belly,  whofe  glory  is  their  fhame, 
and  whofe  end  is  deftru&ion.— Thefe  enemies  of 
the  Lord  Jefus  Chrift  our  prophet  declares,  that  he 
will  fmite.   The  expreffion  intimates,  as  in  fome  other 
paffages  of  the  facred  writings,  that  he  would  exert 

*  Luke  xgiii.  44. 
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his  mighty  power  in  executing  righteous  vengeance 
upon  thofe  who  a&  in  opposition  to  his  kingdom  and 
glory.  He  would  afflift  them  with  direful  calamities, 
ftrike  them  through  in  the  day  of  his  wrath,  and  de- 
liver them  over  to  death,  accompanied  with  all  its 
terrors.— -This  he  would  do  with  the  rod  of  his 
fnouth  ;  or  by  the  word  of  his  mouth,  wherewith  the 
prophet  Hofea  affirms,  that  he  hewed  the  perverfe  and 
difobedient  of  his  people.  The  word  of  God  is  very 
properly  called  the  rod  of  his  mouth,  as  it  proceeds 
from  him,  and  fcrves  not  only,  like  a  rod,  to  fupport 
thofe  who  ufe  it  aright,  but  to  wound  thofe  who  perfift 
in  their  oppofition  to  our  Lord,  and  his  Chrift.  By 
this  rod,  Pharaoh  and  the  Egyptians  were  fmitten, 
and  afterward  the  Affyrian  army j  and  by  the  fame 
rod,  the  land  of  Judea  was  to  be  fmitten,  becaufe  the 
citizens  thereof  would  not  fubmit  to  the  government 
of  the  Meffiah,  but  hated  him,  reje&ed  his  R  of  pel, 
and  refilled  his  Spirit.  And  afterward  the  Roman 
empire,  which  a&ed  in  hoftility  to  the  interefts  and 
fubje&s  of  Jefus  Chrift,  was  fmitten  and  overthrown  j 
exhibiting,  in  its  deftru&ion,  an  inftro&ive  repre- 
fentation  of  the  perdition  of  all  the  wicked  of  the 
earth. 

And  with  the  breath  of  his  lips  jhall  hejlay  the  wic- 
ked. The  Hebrew  word  ufed  to  defcribe  this  charac- 
ter, denotes,  that  they  are  unquiet  themfelves,  and 
that  it  is  their  employment  to  trouble  and  difturb 
others.  The  wicked  do  not  fin  merely  through  pre- 
cipitation and  inadvertence,  but  with  deliberation  and 
fixed  purpofe :  to  them  tranfgreflion  is  not  odious  and 
painful,  but  agreeable  and  pleafant.  They  perform 
not  a&s  of  impiety  and  injuftice  occasionally,  through 
fome  prefent  powerful  temptation;  but  their  time, 
their  ftrength  and  fpirits,  are  confumed  in  committing 
iniquity  \  whilft,  with  great  diligence,  and  no  little 
fkiil,  they  perfift  in  their  pernicious  pra&ices.  Hav- 
ing laid  a  fide  fubjeftion  to  the  law  of  God,  and  re- 
gard to  juftice  axid  honefty,  and  diverted  themfelves 
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bf  refpeft  fof  things  'facred,  they  arc  governed  by 
their  corrupt  Inclinations,  and  perpetrate  with  avi- 
dity what  they  ought  to  avoid  with  the  utmoft  folici- 
tude.  The  perfons  intended,  are  lawlefs,  enormous 
tranfgreflbrs,  who,  having  thrown  off  all  regard  to 
piety,  equity,  and  good  confidence,  employ  themfelves 
in  working  with  greedinefs  all  manner  of  iniquity. — 
People  of  this  character,  Jefus  Chrift  (hall  flay  with 
the  breath  of  his  lips.  In  the  language  of  fenpture, 
(laying  denotes  not  only  a  violent  painful  death,  which 
is  the  proper  meaning  of  the  word,  but  likewife  the 
troubles  and  calamities  to  which  men  are  expofed, 
though  they  terminate  not  immediately  in  their  diffo- 
lution.  In  this  fenfe  the  expreffion  is  ufed  by  the 
church,  where  (he  thus  addrefieth  God :  4  For  thy 

*  fake  we  are  killed  (or  flain)  all  the  day  long*.* 
Both  fenfes  may  be  included  in  this  predi&ion.  In 
the  exercife  of  his  regal  power,  the  great  Meffiah  fhall 
deprive  the  wicked  of  the  comforts  they  enjoy,  and 
inflict  upon  them  thofe  fevere  calamities  which  (hall 
iflue  in  death  and  deftru&ion.— — This  he  will  do 

*  With  the  breath  of  his  lips.  /Thefe  words  may  inti- 
mate the  way'  and  manner  in  which  this  prophecy 
ihall  be  accomplifhed.  It  fhall  be  fulfilled  by  means 
of  his  word  and  command ;  or  by  the  miniftry  of  the 
gofpel,  which  proceeds  from  his  mouth,  and  gives  a 
fatal  blow  to  thofe  who  are  of  the  above  defcription. 
Or  the  expreffion  may  denote,  the  eafe  and  facility 
with  which  Jefus  Chrift  fhall  flay  the  wicked.  •  As  he 
revives  and  comforts  the  hearts  of  his  people  with  the 
light  of  his  countenance,  fo  he  overthrows  the  wicked 
by  the  breath  of  his  lips.  Life  and  death  are  entirely 
'at  the  command  of  Jefus  Chrift :  by  his  breath  he 
quickens  thofe  who  are  dead  in  trefpafies  and  fins, 
and  by  his  breath  he  flays  the  wicked. This  pre- 
diction was  remarkably  verified,  when  the  officers 
came  with  fwords  and  itaves  to  apprehend  pur  bleffed 

#  Pfal.  xliv.  22. 

« 

Saviour. 
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Saviour.    Having  inquired  of  them,  €  Whom  feek 

*  ye  ?  They  anfwered,  Jefus  of  Nazareth.  Jefus  faith 
c  unto  them,  I  am  he.  As  foon  as  he  had  faid  unto 
'  them,  I  am  he,  they  went  backward,  and  fell  to  the 

*  ground.9  If  thefe  few  fimple  words  had  fuch  power 
accompanying  them,  as  to  lay  the  officers  upon  the 
ground,  how  can  the  wicked  refift  his  (harp  rebukes, 
and  the  awful  denunciations  of  his  wrath  ?  It  (hall  be 
farther  fulfilled,  when  that  wicked  one  (hall  be  reveal- 
ed, whom  the  Lord  (hall  confume  with  the  fpirit  of 
his  mouth,  and  (hall  deftroy  with  the  brightnefs  of 
his  coming ;  when  the  man  of  fin,  the  fon  of  perdi- 
tion, (hall  be  deftroyed,  and  the  throne  of  iniquity 
fiibverted.  And  at  the  final  judgment,  the  Son  of 
God,  by  the  breath  of  his  lips,  by  the  decifi  ve  fentence 
he  will  pronounce  upon  the  wicked,  (hall  fully  ac- 
complifh  what  is  here  written.     '  He  (hall  rain  upon 

*  them  fnares,  fire  and  brimftone,  and  an  horrible  tern* 

*  peft :  this  (hall  be  the  portion  of  their  cup  V  Such 
ihail  be  the  complete  triumph  of  Mefliah  over  the 
wicked,  until  wickednefs  be  utterly  demolifhed,  and 
righteoufnefs  eftabliflied  for  ever  in  his  kingdom.— 
Let  us  reverence  this  glorious  Perfon,  and  (land  in 
awe  of  the  judgments  of  his  mouth.  This  is  the  pro- 
per improvement  which  the  fcripture  teaches  us  to 
make  of  the  fubjeft  we  have  now  been  confidering. 
When  God  (hould  deftroy  and  take  away  the  wicked 
man,  who  boafted  in  mifchief,  whofe  char  after  is  de- 
fcribed  in  the  fifty-fecond  pfalm,  it  is  declared,  that 

*  the  righteous  (hall  fee  and  fear9  the  power  and  glo- 
ry of  Jehovah,  difplayed  in  rooting  him  out  of  the 
land  of  the  living.  May  what  we  have  now  heard  fill 
our  minds  with  reverence  of  him  who  will  finite  and 
flay  all  the  wicked  of  the  earth ! 

5  And  righteoufnefs  (hall  be  the  girdle  of  hia 
Joios,  and  faithfulnefs  the  girdle  of  his  retns^ 

*  Pfal.  xi.  6.  • 

In 


662 '  fcECTURES  onths        Chap.  XL 

In  this  verfc,  are  represented  the  amiable  perfonal 
endowments  of  Mefiiah  the  Prince,  which  were  to 
be  confpicuous  in  the  adrainiftration  of  his  govern** 
jnent,  ''and  from  the  exercife  of  which  it  fhould  acr 

quire  glory  and  liability. 1  apprehend  that  die 

righteoufnefs  here  intended,  is  not  the  righteonfhefs 
of  our  God  and  Saviour  Jefus  Chrift,  of  which  the 
apoftle  Peter  fpeaks.%  which  the  apoftle  Paul  calk 
the  obedience  of  Chrift  f,  comprehending  all  the  ac- 
tions that  the  Son  of  God  performed  in  compliance 
with  the  command  and  will  of  his  Father,  and  all  the 
fufferings  to  which  he  fubmitted  for  our  redemption. 
This  righteoufnefs  the  fcripture  faith,  is  junto  all,  and 
upon  all  them  that  believe ;  and  the  cordial  accept- 
ance of  this  gift,  as  it  is  called,  is  always  accom- 
panied with  the  remifiion  of  fins,  and  a  right  to  ever- 
lafting  life.  I  do  not  fee  how  this  righteoufnefs  can 
with  propriety  be  called  the  girdle  of  our  Lord's 
loins ;  and,  therefore,  the  righteoufnefs  of  which 
our  prophet  fpeaks,  feeing  to  be  that  perfonal  excel-* 
lency  whereby  this  illuftrious  Perfon  fhould  govern 
the  whole  world,  and  particularly  the  fubje&s  of  his 
fpiritual  kingdom,  with  the  utmoft  impartiality,  ac- 
cording to  the  molt  equitable  laws,  diftributing  re- 
wards  and  punifhments  to  every  one  according  to  his 
real  defert.  He  is  juft  in  all  his  ways,  and  holy  in 
all  his  works.  All  his  laws,  like  himfelf,  are  holy, 
juft,  and  good.  Poffeffed  of  confummate  re£kitude, 
which  (bines  with  the  brighteft  luftre  in  all  his  dif- 
penfations,  with  the  ftrideft  equity  he  confers  the 
richeft  rewards  on  his  faithful  fervants,  and  never  pu- 
nifhes  except  on  the  cleareft  evidence,  always  propor- 
tioning the  reward  to  the  fervice,  and  the  punifhment 
to  the  tranfgre(fion.  '  Thou  haft  loved  righteoufnefs, 
c  and  hated  iniquity :  therefore  God,  even  thy  God, 
*  hath  anointed  thee  with  the  oil  of  gladnefs  above 
<  thy  fellows  J.'— 

*  a  f  eter  j.  ;,  \  Rom.  r.  ^9.  J  Pfal.  xlv.  7. 

FaithfiiU 
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Faithfulnefs;  or  truth,  as  the  Hebrew  word  fig* 
nifies,  may  denote  the  exaft  correfpondence  that 
fubfifts  between  the  declarations  he  hath  publifhed, 
and  the  obje&s  which  they  are  intended  to  reprefent, 
conjoined  with  his  inviolable  regard  to  the  feafonable 
fulfilment  of  the  promifes  he  hath  given  for  the  bene- 
fit of  his  church.  His  knowledge  being  perfed  and 
unlimited,  he  is  intimately  acquainted  with  every  ob- 
ject that  be  reveals  to  men:  he  always  remembers 
what  he  hath  fpoken :  and  his  faithfulnefs  being  un- 
changeable, he  never  alters  his  mind ;  he  invariably 
adheres  to  his  declarations,  and  never  faileth  to 
perform  whatever  he  hath  promifed.  c  Ye  know 
'  in  all  your  hearts,  and  in  all  your  fouls,  that  not 
'  one  thing  hath  failed  of  all  the  good  things  which 
*  the  Lord  your  God  fpake  concerning  you ;  all  are 
'  come  to  pafs  unto  you,  and  not  one  thing  hath 
'  failed  thereof*.  All  the  promifes  of  God  in  hint 
4  are  yea,  and  in  him  amen,  unto  the  glory  of  God 
c  by  us  f  /  Hence  the  do&rine  of  the  gofpel,  which 
contains  the  teftimony  and  promifes  of  jefus  Chrift, 
is  called,  by  the  apoftle  Paul,  *  The  truth  of  Chrift  J.* 
Faithful  and  true  are  all  his  fayings,  who  came  not 
to  deftroy  the  law  aftid  the  prophets,  but  to  fulfil ;  and 
who  hath  folemnly  affirmed,  that  till  heaven  and 
earth  pafs,  one  jot  or  one  tittle  fhall  in  no  wife  pafs 
from  the  law,  till  all  be  fulfilled  ||.  Faithful  are  all 
his  promifes,  who  himfelf  is  the  truth,  and  was  a  mi- 
nifter  of  the  circumcifion  for  the  truth  of  God,  to 
confirm  the  promifes  made  unto  the  fathers.  Perfect 
righteoufnefs,  and  everlafting  faithfulnefs,  are  happily* 
united  in  his  charafter,  and  (bine  forth  with  refulgent 
fplendour  through  every  part  of  his  regal  adminiftra* 
tion  : — they  are  foretold  to  be 

The  girdle  tf  his  loins,  and  the  girdle  of  his  reins* 
Girdles  of  various  kinds,  made  of  valuable  materials, 

*  Jofliua  zxiii.  14.  f  2  Cor.  i.  20.  J  Eph.  iv.  21. 

fl  Matth.  v.  17, 18. 
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were  anciently  worn  b^  perfons  of  high  rank,  which 
diftinguilhed  them  from  thofe  of  inferior  ftation,  by 
whom  girdles  of  fome  fort  were  likewife  worn.  The 
girdles  which  the  priefts  put  on,  were  made  of  gold, 
of  blue,  of  purple,  fcarlet,  and  fine-twined  linen.  The 
military  girdle  was  fometimes  of  confiderable  excel- 
lence and  value,  as  is  plainly  intimated  in  what  Joab 
faid  to  the  young  man,  who  informed  him  he  had 
feen  Abfalom  hanging  in  a  tree :  '  Why  didft  thou 
f  not  there  finite  him  to  the  ground,  and  I  would 
•  have  given  thee  ten  fhekels  of  filver  and  a  girdle  V 
Righteoufnefs  and  faithfulnefs,  agreeably  blended  to- 
gether, corripofe  the  girdle  of  the  Mefliah.  Thefe 
two  amiable  qualities  cannot  be  fe  par  a  ted,  and  ferve 
mutually  to  illuftrate  each  other :  faithfulnefs  is  ne- 
ceffary  to  fulfil  the  promifes  of  God ;  and  righteouf- 
nefs is  no  lefs  requisite  to  difcern  the  chara&ers  of 
thofe  to  whom  they  ought  to  be  fulfilled,  in  what 
xneafure,  and  in  what  time  they  fhould  be  accomplifh- 
ed.  His  praifes,  therefore,  are  often  celebrated  in 
fcripture,  on  account  of  the  intimate  union  and  har- 
monious exercife  of  thefe  amiable  excellencies,  many 
inftances  pf  which  occur  in  the  book  of  Pfalms. 
With  thefe  valuable  qualifications,  the  loins  of  the 
Mefiiah's  mind,  and  the  reins  of  his  heart,  the  feat 
of  hii  affettions  and  mod  fecret  operations,  were  to  be 
encompafled,  ftrengthened,  and  adorned.  The  figure 
here  employed,  plainly  fignifies,  that  righteoufnefs  and 
faithfulnefs  are  virtues  or  which  the  Mefliah  fhould  be 
really  pofleffed,  and  which  fhould  always  clofely  ad- 
here to  him,  like  a  girdle,  in  the  whole  of  his  con-! 
du£t,  and  particularly  in  the  exercife  of  his  regal  of- 
fice.— That  as  a  girdle  furrounds  a  man's  whole  bo- 
dy, and  is  feen  to  advantage  whitherfoeveT  he  turn 
himfelf,  fo,  in  like  manner,  thefe  two  divine  excel- 
lencies fhould  every  way  appear  mofl  confpicuous  in 
the  Mefliah's  adminiftration  of  the  affairs  of  his  king- 

*■  z  Sam.  xviii,  n, 

dotp, 
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dom. — That  as  the  girdles,  which  were  anciently  worn, 
ferved  to  fatten  the  loofe  and ,  flowing  garments  that 
were  then  ufed,  and  to  ftrengthen  the  loins  of  thofe 
who  were  girt  with  them,  fo  thefe  glorious  perfections 
complete  the  charaQer  of  the  King  of  Ifrael,  and  give 
vigour  •  to  the  honourable  and  fuccefsful  exercife  of 
regal  authority. — That  as  girdles  ferved  in  ancient 
times  for  ornaments  to  the  illuftrious  perfons  who  put 
them  on,  fo  righteoufnefs  and  faithfulnefs  were  emi- 
nently to  adorn  the  perfonal  conduct  and  public  cha- 
ra&er  of  the  Prince  of  peace,  the  King  of  kings,  and 
Lord  of  lords.  Hence  the  apoftle  John  declares, 
that  when  he  faw  heaven  opened,  4  he  beheld  him 
'  who  was  called  faithful  and  true,  and  in  righteouf- 

c  nefs  he  doth  judge  and  make  war  V Gird-up  then 

the  loins  of  your  minds,  brethren,  with  the  girdle  of 
righteoufnefs  and  faithfulnefs.  Be  Aire  that  thefe  ne- 
ceffary  graces  be  united  in  your  temper  and  conduct. 
In  vain  you  pretend  to  be  righteous,  if  you  are  not 
faithful ;  and  no  lefs  vain  will  be  your  pretentions  to 
faithfulnefs,  if  you  are  unrighteous.  If  you  are  Chrif- 
tians  indeed,  you  will  be  faithful  in  Chrifl  Jefus  to 
the  important  truft  he  hath  repofed  in  you,  and  the 
folemn  engagements  you  have  come  under  to  his  Ser- 
vice ;  and  you  will  ftudy  a  growing  refemblance  to 
him,  to  whom  you  are  predeftinated  to  be  conformed. 
In  the  words  of  Jefus  Chrifl, 4  Let  your  loins  be  girded 
4  about,  and  your  lights  burning.  And  ye  yourfelves 
4  like  unto  men  that  wait  for  their  Lord  f  \ 

6  The  wolf  alfo  (hall  dwell  with  the  lamb, 
and  the  leopard  fhall  lie  down  with  the  kid : 
and  the  calf,  and  the  young  lion,  and  the  fat- 
ling  together,  and  a  little  child  fhall  lead  them. 

7  And  the  cow  and  the  bear  fhall  feed,  their 
young  ones  fhall  lie  down  together:  and  the 
lion  fhall  eat  ftraw  like  the  ox. 

#  Rev.  xix.  ii.  f  Luke  xii.  35,  36. 
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8  And  the  fucking  child  fhatli  play  on  the 
hole  of  the  afp,  and  the  weaned  child  fhall  put 
his  hand  on  the  cockatrice-den* 

In  thefe  verfes,  our  prophet  foretels  the  fiouriflring 
ftate  of  the  Meffiah's  kingdom,  in  which  tranquilli- 
ty, fecurity,  and  happinefs,  fhould  univerfally  pre* 
vail.  Having  reprefented  the  glory  and  felicity 
of  the  Meffiah's  reign,  his  equity  and  fidelity  in  the 
exercife  of  his  government,  that  illuflrious  Per- 
fon  is  here  introduced  in  the  chara&er  of  a  great 
Shepherd  >  and  his  people  as  a  large  flock,  compofed 
of  divers  tribes,  of  different  difpofitions  and  condi- 
tions, feeding  and  repofing  themfelves  under  his  paf- 
toral  care,  in  the  enjoyment  of  the  moft  agreeable 
harmony  and  concord.  This  prediction,  like  many 
others,  is  expreffed  in  terms  that  are  highly  figurative 
and  allegorical,  after  the  eaftern  manner,  adopted  by 
the  writers  of  the  Old  Teftatnent  when  treating  of 
fpiritual  fubjeds.  This  method  of  inftru&ion  was  pe- 
culiarly fuited  to  the  genius  and  condition  of  the 
people  to  whom  the  prophets  delivered  the  meflagcs 
with  which  they  were  intruded,  and  is  admirably 
adapted  to  convey  juft  apprehenfions  of  'the  fublime 
truths  which  they  delivered.  Though  this  ftyle  may 
appear  dark  and  fanciful  to  fome,  and  however  myfte- 
rious  writings  of  this  fort  may  feem  in  our  apprehen- 
fions, this  mode  of  expreflion  was  well  known,  com- 
monly praftifed,  and  much  revered  by  the  wifeft  men 
of  ancient  times ;  and  hath  very  properly  been  em- 
ployed, by  the  infpired  writers,  to  communicate  the 
moft  important  revelations  that  they  received  for  the 
benefit  of  mankind.  Every  one  knows  that  gold, 
filver,  and  precious  (tones ;  that  health,  ftrength,  and 
long  life ;  that  riches,  liberty,  and  dominion,  with 
things  of  a  fimilar  pature,  are  much  efteemed,  and 
earneftly  purfued  by  the  bulk  of  men.  What  then 
can  more  imprefs  their  minds  with  a  juft  fenfe  of  the 
in  eft  unable  value  of  fpiritual  and  inviiible  objefis, 

and 
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and  animate  to  purfue  them  with  greater  avidity, 
than  to  reprefent.  them  by  thofe  things,  the  excel* 
lency  of  which  is  univerfally  acknowledged,  and  the 
enjoyment  of  which  is  fought  after  with  the  greateft  • 
ardour.  Mod  people,  efpecially  in  rural  life,  are  well 
acquainted  with  the  nature  and  qualities  of  the  various 
fpecies  of  animals  that  are  around  them ;  and  con- 
cerning others,  they  receive  information  in  different 
ways.  By  an  eafy  and  natural  tranfition,  founded 
upon  the  refemblance  between  the  tempers  for  which 
thefe  creatures  are  mod  remarkable,  and  thofe  molt 
confpicuous  in  men,  the  names  of  the  former  are  of- 
ten given  to  the  latter.  Many  inftances  of  this  fort 
occur  in  fcripture,  as  in  Ezek.  xxxiv.  31.  where  God, 
fpeaking  parabolically,  thus  addreifeth  his  people : 

*  Ye  my  flock,  the  flock  of  my  pafture,  are  men,,  and 

*  I  am  your  God,  faith  the  Lord  God/  In  the  ia- 
ftrudions  which  our  Lord  gave  to  his  difciples,  when 
he  fent  them  forth  to  preach  the  gofpel,  he  told  them, 

*  Behold,  I  fend  you  forth  as  fheep  in  the  midft  of 
«  wolves :  be  ye  therefore  wife  as  ferpents,  and  harm- 

*  lefs  as  doves  V  And  in  the  veifes  now  before  us, 
two  oppofite  characters  among  mankind,  of  very  dif- 
ferent difpofitions  and  practices,  who  form  ihefubjeft 
of  this  predidion,  are  reprefented  by  two  clafles  of 
animals  ;  one  of  which  is  remarkable  for  gentlenefs 
and  mildnefs,  and  the  other  for  ferocity  and  cruelty. — 
To  the  firft  clafs  belong, 

The  Umb,  the  kid,  the  calf,  the  fatling,  the  cow, 
and  the  ox.  The  lamb  and  the  kid  may  figuratively 
reprefent  thofe  who  are  babes  in  Chrift ;  whom  the 
apoftle  Peter  calls,  *  new-born  babes  f  ;*  and  whom 
the  apoftle  John  defcribes,  as  *  his  little  children.}  j" 
v^o  as  yet  have  made  fmall  progrefs  in  the  divine 
life,  and  have  not  attained  to  fpiritual  ftrength  and 
firmnefs.— —The  calf  may  be  viewed  as  an  emblem  of 
thofe  young  men  in  the  flock  of  Jefus  Chrift,  who, 

*  Matth.  x.  1 6.  f   1  Peter  ji.  2.  %  l  John  ii.  13. 
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in  the  words  of  the  prophet,  grow  up  as  calves  in  the 
flail,  making  rapid  progrefs  in  fpirjtuai  ftature,  and  in- 

creafing  in  itrength  and  vigour. The  fading,  that 

hath  been  highly  fed,  and  well  taken  care  of,  may 
fignify  thofe*  in  the  church  of  God  who,  by  means  of 
the  word  of  righteoufnefs,  and  his  tender  care  who 
feeds  his  flock  \ike  a  fhepherd,  have  grown  up  in 
knowledge  and  grace;  and,  being  thoroughly  fur- 
nifhed  for  every  good  work,  have  become  highly  ufe- 
ful  and  ornamental  t6  the  people  of  God. — - — The 
cow  may  be  confidered  as  fymbolical  of  thofe  who, 
having  made  great  progrefs  in  the  knowledge  of  di- 
vine truth,  and  the  practice  of  piety  and  all  good 
works,  are  happily  qualified  to  aflift  others,  and  in 
many  refpe&s  are  fitted  to  promote  their,  real  bene- 
fit.-;  The  ox  may  be  intended  as  an  inftruftive 

figure  of  thofe  refpe&able  and  laborious  fervants  of 
God,  who  are  ftedfaft  and  immoveable,  always 
abounding  in  the  work  of  the  Lord  ;  who  are  dili- 
gent and  patient  in  continuance  in  well-doing.  Such 
feem  to  be  the  perfons  who  are  intended  by  the  feveral 
animals  which  are  here  mentioned. 

Befide  the  particular  refemblances  which  juftify 
the  figurative  language  here  ufed,  there  are  alfo  fotne 
general  properties  which  belong  in  common  to  all  the 
creatures  in  this  clafs.  The  great  Creator  hath  en- 
dowed them  with  mildhefs  and  gentlenefs  of  temper, 
in  oppofition  to  the  fiercenefs  and  rapacity  of  the 
other  clafs.  In  this  refpeft,  they  fignificantly  repre- 
fent  the  meeknefsj  humility,  benignity,  and  the  other 
fruits  of  the  Spirit,  which  are  in  all  them  that  believe. 
Their  extenfive  ufefulnefs,  in  fupplying  mankind  both 
with  fuftenance  and  clothing,  and  in  feveral  refpecfc 
rendering  fociety  agreeable  and  comfortable,  exhibits 
.  a  lively  reprefentation  of  the  difciples  of  Jefus  Chrift, 
who  in  love  ferve  one  another,  by  performing  the 
mutual  good  offices  to  which  they  are  obliged  by  the 
law  of  Chrift,  and  thus  promote  each  other's  tempo- 
ral and  fpiritual  benefit.    The  creatures  of  which  I 

now 
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now  fpeak,  were  reckoned  among,  thofe  which  were* 
pronounced  clean  under  the  former  difpenfation, 
when  there  fubfifted  a  difference  between  clean  and 
unclean  animals ;  between  thofe  which  might  be 
eaten,  and  offered  in  facrifice  to  God,  and  thofe 
which  were  prohibited  to  be  ufed  for  food,  or  pre- 
sented to  the  Lord.  This  circumftance  points  out 
the  fpiritual  condition  of  the  faithful  in  Chrift  Jefus, 
whofe  hearts  are  purified  by  faith ;  who  are  waihed, 
juftified,  and  fan&ified,  in  the  name  of  the  Lord  Je- 
fus, and  by  the  Spirit  of  our  God.  The  animals 
whofe  names  are  here  mentioned,  are  reared  by  their 
proprietors  at  a  confiderable  expence;  or  being  pur- 
chafed  by  them,  conflitute  part  of  their  riches.  In 
this  refpeft  alfo,  they  are  figurative  of  the  peculiar 
people  of  Jefus  Chrift,  who  are  nourifhed  and  brought 
up  by  him,  and  are  bought  with  a  price,  not  of  cor- 
ruptible things,  fuch  as  filver  and  gold,  but  with  his 
own  precious  blood.  Once  more :  Being  unfit  for 
war,  and  incapable  of  defending  themfelves  from  the 
hoftile  attacks  of  wild  rapacious  creatures,  who  would 
feize  upon  them  for  a  prey,  they  reprefent  the  church 
of  Jefus  Chrift,  conftituted  of,  thofe  who  are  harmlefs 
and  without  offence,  and  often  expofed  to  the  rapa- 
city of  their  fierce  and  malignant  perfecutors. 

The  wolf,  the  leopard,  the  young  lion,  the  bear, 
and  the  lion,  are  the  creatures  here  named,  belong- 
ing to  the  other  clafs,  of  which  I  am  now  to  fpeak. — - 
The  wolf,  which  is  an  exceeding  fierce  and  cunning 
animal,  is  a  name  which  the  apoftle  Paul  gives  to 
falfe  teachers ;  againft  whom  our  Lord  thus  admo- 
nifheth   his   difciples :   '  Beware  of  falfe  prophets, 

*  which  come  to  you  in  fheeps  clothing,  but  inwardly 

*  they  are  ravening  wolves  *  ;'  inimical  to  the  flock, 
and  poffeffed  of  an  infatiable  defire  of  tearing  them  to 

pieces. The  leopard  is  remarkable  for  his*  fpotted 

flrin,  for  his  ferocity  and  greedinefs  of  prey,  which  he 

*  Matth.  vii,  15. 

is 
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is  faid  to  catch  with  much  art  and  flynefs,  hiding 
himfelf  among  the  branches  of  trees,  that  from  thence 
he  may  fuddenly  fpring  out  and  lay  hold  upon  it. 
He,  therefore,  affords  a  ft  r  iking  emblem  of  thofe  who, 
affuming  the  appearance  of  regard  to  religion,  con- 
ceal their  real  defigns;  who,  whilft  they  profefs 
much,  difcover  evident  marks  of  hypocrify,  ft  ill  re- 
taining the  mod  barbarous  cruelty  of  difpofition 
againft  the  harmlefs  followers  of  Jefus  Chrift. 
The  bear  is  a  very  ftroftg  and  fierce  animal,  which  is 
ready  to  feize  upon,  and  deftroy  any  tame  beafts  that 
come  within  its  reach ;  and  fo  emphatically  reprefents 
thofe  inhuman  powerful  enemies  of  the  church,  who 
rage  with  violence  againft  her,  and  endeavour  to  tear  in 
pieces  thofe  of  whom  (he  is  compofed.— — — The  lion, 
and  young  lion,  which  are  reckoned  chief  among  the 
beafts,  are  remarkable  for  their  ftrength  and  bold- 
nefs ;  and,  therefore,  are  proper  emblems  of  the  power- 
ful enemies  of  the  church,  who  are  often  fpoken  of  in 
fcripture  by  this  name.  Like  lions,  they  are  terrible 
in  their  approach :  they  are  greedy  of  prey,  vigilant, 
bloody,  and  ravenous.— -Such  are  the  perfons  who 
feem  intended  by  this  latter  clafs  of  wild  animals ;  who 
are  emblematical  of  the  enemies  of  the  kingdom  of 
Chrift,  to  whom,  in  feveral  refpe&s,  they  bear  a  link- 
ing refemblance. 

Be  fide  thefe  particular  inftances  of  likenefs  at  which 
I  have  now  hinted,  there  are  fome  general  properties 
which  are  common  to  all  the  creatures  of  this  laft  de- 
scription, wherein  they  bear  a  remarkable  fimilitude 
-to  thofe  whom  they  here  reprefent.  Ferocity  and  fa- 
vage  cruelty  is  their  leading  chara&eriftic,  in  oppofi- 
tion  to  the  mildnefs  and  gentlenefs  of  the  other  clafs ; 
and,  in  this'refpeft,  they  exhibit  a  juft  pi&ure  of  the 
rapacious  and  barbarous  enemies  of  the  meek  difciples 
of  Jefus  Chrift,  and  of  thofe  who  are  at  enmity  with 
his  law,  having  never  been  fubdued  unto  his  love  and 
obedience.  Implacable  hatred,  and  a  ftrong  averfion 
to  mankind,  with  a  natural  defire  to  injure  and  deifroy 

them, 
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them,  form  another  line  of  refemblance  between  the 
creatures  here  mentioned,  and  thofe  fignified  by 
them,  who  are  filled  with  malice  and  envy,  and  are 
poffefied  of  inclination  and  ability  to  injure  and  an- 
noy the  people  of  God.  Once  more :  The  animals 
of  this  clafs  were  reckoned  among  the  unclean  bealts, 
which,  under  the  Mofaic  ceconomy,  were  forbidden 
to  be  ufed  by  the  children  of  Ifrael.  In  this  view, 
they  afford  a  lively  reprefentation  of  the  character  and 
condition  of  the  enemies  of  the  Meifiah's  kingdom, 
who  are  often  fpoken  of  in  fcripture  in  fuch  language 
as  plainly  intimates  their  great  impurity  and  corrup- 
tion. They  are  exhibited  under  a  variety  of  emblems, 
which  ferve  to  fhew  their  extreme  pollution ;  which 
renders  them  improper  objects  for  the  church  of  God 
to  be  converfant  with,  or  to  form  intimate  connexion 
with  them. 

To  perceive  the  true  meaning  and  (cope  of  this  pro- 
phecy, let  us  turn  our  attention  to  the  intimate  inter- 
courfe,  and  harmonious  agreement,  which  is  here 
foretold  fhould  fubfift  among  thofe  who  are  thus 
figuratively  defcribed.  This  defirable  concord  cannot 
be  otherwife  enjoyed  than  by  a  thorough  change  hav- 
ing been  made,  by  means  of  the  word  and  gofpel  of 
God,  on  the  lad-mentioned  clafs  of  people,  who,  by 
faith  in  Jefus  Chrift,  the  blefled  influence  of  the  Holy 
Spirit,  the  fear  and  love  of  God,  are  divefted  of  their 
natural  ferocity,  and  rendered  mild  and  peaceable  in 
their  temper  and  condu£t,  fo  as  no  longer  to  ad  in 

hoftility  againft  the  fervants  of  God. The  fif  ft  ex- 

preffion  employed  to  denote  the  tranquillity  and 
harmony  of  the  very  different  characters  of  mankind, 
of  whom  the  prophet  fpeaks,  is,  The  wolfjhall  dwell 
with  the  lamb.  The  word  intimates,  familiar  do- 
meftic  intercourfe,  fuch  as  fubfifts  among  thofe  who 
belong  to  the  fame  houfe  and  family.  Diverted,  by 
divine  grace,  of  their  malignant  difpofitions,  and  the 
powerful  inclination  by  which  they  were  once  led  to 
injure  the  flock  of  Chrift,  they  are  admitted  to  enjoy 

friendly 
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friendly  correfpondence  with  the  young  and  feeble 
in  the  houfehold  of  God j  and,  becoming  fellow-citi- 
zens with  the  faints,  they  (hall  feed  with  them  upon 
the  fame  fpiritual  provifion,  and  drink  from  the  fame 

wells  of  falvation. The  next  expreffion  ufed  by 

our  prophet,  is,  The  leopard  jhall  lie  down  with  the 
kid.  Thofe  who  were  the  molt  virulent  and  cruel  ene- 
mies of  the  church,  and  mod  inimical  to  their  fafety, 
fliall  repofe  themfelves  with  the  lead'  of  their  brethren 
in  the  kingdom  of  God,  in  thofe  green  paftures,  and 
quiet  refting-places,  where  they  (hall  enjoy  the  mod 
agreeable  tranquillity,  with  abundance  of  fpiritual 
blefixngs,  communicated  by  the  great  Shepherd  of 

Ifrael. It  is  farther  foretold,  And  the  calf,  and 

the  young  lion,  and  the  failing  together*  Thofe  who 
are  gro>ving  up  toward  the  meafure  of  the  ftature  of 
the  fulnefs  of  Chrift,  being  plentifully  fed  with  fpi- 
ritual provifion  fuited  to  their  tender  years,  (hall  form 
habits  of  friendfliip  and  intimacy  with  thofe  whom  they 
were  taught,  by  the  precept  and  example  of  their  fer 
thers,  to  confider  as  a  prey  which  they  ought  to  annoy 

and  devour. And  a  little  child  Jhall  lead  them* 

However  various  the  natural  difpofitions  of  thofe  who 
are  here  defcribed,  they  fhould  all  unite  in  fubjecting 
themfelves  to  the  good  conduft  of  minifters  of  thegof- 
pel,  who,  on  account  of  the  humility  and  fimplicity  of 
their  minds,  and  the  inoffenfivenefs  of  their  behaviour, 
may  be  intended  by  the  figurative  defcription  of  a 
little  child.  Their  employment,  like  that  of  little 
children,  confifts  in  leading  the  flock  to  proper  paftu- 
rage,  and  in  gently  taking  care  of  them :  out  of  the 
mouth  of  thefe  little  children,  God  perfe&eth  praife ; 
and  with  refpect  to  fuch,  our  Lord  gives  this  necefiary 
caution,  c  Take  heed  that  ye  defpife  not  one  of*  thefe 

*  little  ones  *.' And  the  cow  and  the  bear  Jhall  feed, 

their  young  ones  Jhall  lie  down  together.  Perfons  of  every 
age,  remarkable  for  their  natural  ferocity  and  barba- 
rity, being  converted  to  the  faith  and  obedience  of  the 

*  Matth.  xviii.  10. 

Son 
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Son  of  God,  (hall  be  admitted  to  feed  with  the  church* 
in  the  green  paftures  of  the  word  and  ordinances, 
wherein  they  (hall  enjoy  intimate  pleafing  interdourfe 
with  the  difciples  of  Jefus  Chrift,  and  the  mod  agree- 
able tranquillity  and  repofe. And  the  lionjhall  eat 

Jiraw  like  the  ox.  This  prediction  may  efpecially  feem 
furprifing,  that  a  wild  voracious  animal,  which  com- 
monly lives  upon  fiefh,  fhould  aft  fo  contrary  to  hia 
nature  and  pra&ice,  as  to  feed  upon  draw,  the  food 
of  tame  and  ufeful  creatures,  as  the  cow.  Such, 
however,  is  the  aftoniftring  change  here  foretold, 
that  thofe  who  were  fierce,  lavage,  and  powerful  a& 
the  lion,  reje&ing  the  provifion  which  they  formerly 
made,  to  fulfil  the  lulls  of  the  flefh,  fhould  live  upon 
the  fimple  do&rines  of  the  gofpel,  whereby  the  flock 
of  Jefus  Chrift  is  nouriihed  and  fupported,  as  moll 
agreeable  to  them,  though  not  fuited  to  gratify  cor- 
rupt human  nature. 

And  the  fucking  child  Jhall  play  upon  the  bole  of  the 
afpi  &c.  This  article  of  the  prediction  feems  (till 
more  wonderful  than  any  thing  above  mentioned. 
The  afp  and  the  cockatrice  are  a  kind  of  pqifonous 
fef pents,  whofe  bite  or  Iting  are  extremely  dangerous 
and  deadly.  They  are  faid  to  be  fo  venomous  as  to 
infect  the  air  to  fuch  a  degree  that  no  creature  can 
live  near  them :  their  poifon  is  reported  to  be  fo  ftrong 
that  there  is  no  cure  for  it ;  and  they  have  been 
known  to  kill  not  only  by  the  touch,  but  by  their  hiflf* 
ing.  Thefe  creatures  afford  a  fignificant  reprefenta- 
tion  of  wicked  men,  whofe  poifon  is  affirmed  to  be 
like  the  poifon  of  a  ferpent  *  ;  and  '  under  whofe  lips 
4  (the  apoftle  of  the  Gentiles  afferts)  is  the  poifon  of 
*  afps  f  .*  Perfons  of  this  description,  by  diffeminating 
their  dangerous  tenets, ,  overturn  the  faith  of  fome ; 
and,  by  reproaches  and  cenfures,  for  which  they 
are  well  furniihed,  they  give  deadly  wounds  to 
thofe  with  whom  they  are  converfant.  The  hole 
of  the  afp,  and  the  cockatrice-den,  are  the  places 

*  Pfgl.  lvlii.  4.  f  Rom.  iii.  13. 

.   .  where 
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where  thefe  creatures  commonly  refort,  and  in 
which  they  take  up  their  refidence.  In  a  figura- 
tive fenfe,  they  may  denote  the  fchools  and  fe- 
minaries  in  which  the  inveterate  adverfaries  »of  the 
gofpel  and  difciples  of  Jefus  Chrift  propagated  the 
vain  philofophy,  and  foolilh  fuperftition,  that  are 
highly  dangerous  to  the  facred  interefts  of  the  church 

.  of  God ;  and  in  which  they  threw  out  their  venomous 
afperfions  upon  the  falutary  doftrines  of  the  Son  of 
God,  and  attacked  with  their  malicious  calumnies  the 
devout  worfliippers  of  God  our  Saviour.  Nigh  to  places 
of  this  fort,  which  were  once  the  haunts  of  a  genera- 
tion of  vipers,  where.no  body  durft  Approach  without 
imminent  danger,  even  young  converts  to  Jefus 
Chrift,  who  were  but  lately  admitted  into  his  church, 
fhould  be  often  employed,  without  receiving  any  ma- 
terial injury.     The  lead  and  weakeft  of  the  children 

-  of  God  (hall  be  preferved  in  fafety  amid  the  aflfaults 
of  their  ^implacable  enemies,  or  their  adverfaries  (hall 
be  diverted  of  their  poifonous  nature ;  in  confequence 
of  which,  they  fhall  enjoy  with  one  another  the  moft 
agreeable  intercourfe,  and  friendly  correfpondence.— • 
Such  feems  to  be  the  import  of  the  figurative  predic- 
tions which  we,  have  now  been  considering.  Such 
are  the  aftonifhing  blefled  efletts  of  the  gofpel  of 
peace,  when  firmly  believed,  and  cordially  embraced, 
Accompanied  with  divine  power,  it  diverts  men  of 
their  fierce  and  favage  difpofitions ;  it  renders  them 
mild  aiuif  gentle-;  it  converts  their  natural  hatred  fo 
each  other  into  tender  affe&ion,  esprefifed  by  mutual 
good  offices.  Former  animofities  and  quarrels  are 
happily  laid  a  fide :  harmony  and  good  agreement  are 
fubftituted  in  their  room :  they  live  in  peace,  and  the 
God  of  love  and  peace  is  ever  with  them.  How 
highly  then  ought  we  to  value,  and  how  diligently  to 
improve  the  glorious  gofpel  with  which  we  are  favour* 
ed,  folicitous  that  it  may  produce,  in  our  hearts  and 
lives,  thefe  blefled  effefts  with  which  it  is  here  foretold 
it  (hall  be  accompanied ! 

9  They 
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9  They  fliall  not  hurt  nor  deftroy  in  all  my 
holy  mountain  :'  for  the  earth  fhall  be  full  of  the 
knowledge  of  the  Lord,  as  the  waters  cover 
the  fea. 

Exemption  from  every  hurtful  annoyance,  and  a 
plenitude  of  divine  knowledge,  is  foretold  to  be  en- 
joyed by  the  church  of  God  at  the  time  to  which  this 

prophecy  refers. The  violent  and  cruel  enemies 

of  thcdifciples  of  Jefus  Chrift,  intended  by  the  rapa- 
cious animals  mentioned  in  the  foregoing  predictions, 
are  doubtlefs  the  perfons  concerning  whom  it  ts  here 
affirmed,  they  fliall  not  hurt  nor  deftroy.  The  hearts 
of  thofe  who  were  formerly  inclined  to  difturb  and 
harafs  good  men  fhall  be  happily  changed,  fo  that 
they  fhall  never  more  moleft  and  injure  them,  whofe 
ihterefts  they  fhall  henceforth  confider  as  facred  and 
inviolable.  The  glorious  privilege  which  is  the  fub- 
jeft  of  this  predi&ion,  fhall  not  be  confined  to  one 
particular  ptyce,  but  fhall  extend  to  all  God's  holy 
mountain ;  which  in  this,  as  in  other  prophecies,  de- 
notes the  church  of  God,  whereof  the  holy  hill  of 
Zion  was  anciently  an  eminent  type.  However  wide- 
ly extended,  it  fnall  be  advanced  to  a  ftateof  defirable 
tranquillity,  under  the  watchful  care  of  faithful  paf- 
tors,  and  the  kind  proteSion  of  pious  princes.  The 
expreffion  before  us,  contains  in  it  much  more  than 
at  firft  fight  it  feems  to  comprehend,  like  many  others 
that  are  expreffed  in  a  negative  form ;  and  is  defign- 
ed  to  aflure  the  fervants  of  Jefus  Chrift,  that  they  fhall 
be  delivered  from  external  violence,  and  internal  dif- 
cords,'  and  have  the  comfortable  enjoyment  of  all  fpi- 
ritual  good  things.  Happy  the  people  who  are  in 
fuch  a  cafe  as  this !  which  is  excellently  defcribed  by 
Eliphaz  the  Temanite,  in  the  following  animated 
addrefs  to  his  friend  Jol? :  '  God  fhall  deliver  thee  in 
c  fix  troubles :  yea,  in  feven  there  fliall  no  evil  touch 
'  thee.     In  famine  he  fhall  redeem  thee  from  death  ; 

4  C^  '  and 
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*  and  in  war,  from  the  power  of  the  fword.  Thou 
6  (halt  be  hid  from  the  fcourge  of  the  tongue :  nei- 
'  ther  flialt  thou  be  afraid  of  deftru&ion  when  it 
c  cometh. — Thou  (halt  know  that  thy  tabernacle  (hall 

*  be  in  peace  V  &f*» 

For  the  earth  jhall  be  full  of  the  knowledge  of  the 
Lord)  as*  the  waters  cover  the  fea.  The  earth  may 
here  denote,  as  in  fome  other  pafTages  of  fcrip- 
ture,  its  inhabitants,  who  are  endowed  with  rea- 
fon,  and  capable  of  being  filled  with  the  knowledge 
of  the  Lord.  The  kingdom  of  Jefus  Chrift  was  not 
to  remain  confined  to  the  land  of  Judea  under  the 
New-Teftament  difpenfation,  but  to  be  extended  to 
all  nations,  kindreds,  and  languages.  Thofe  who 
inhabit  the  various  countries  wherein  the  gofpel 
was  to  be  preached,  (hall  be  filled,  according  to  this 

(>rophecy,  with  the  knowledge  of  the  Lord.  In  the 
anguage  of  the  facred  oracles,  the  earth  is  faid  to  be 
full  of  any  thing  which  hath  become  exceeding  corn- 
moo  and  prevalent  among  its  inhabitants.  In  this 
fenfe  it  is  affirmed,  '  The  earth  was  corrupt  before 
4  God;  and  the  earth  was  filled  with  violence f;* 
and  in  the  verfe  under  confideration,  it  is  foretold  to 
be  filled  with  the  knowledge  of  the  Lord.  The  ex- 
preffion  ftrongly  intimates,  the  vaft  abundance  of 
this  ineftimable  treafure,  with  which  men  fhould 
every  where  be  enriched  and  fatisfied. The  know- 
ledge intended,  is  not  that  which  is  merely  fpecu- 
lative,  derived  from  the  contemplation  of  the  works 
of  God,  of  which  many  in  the  Heathen  world  were 
pofTeffed.  Such  knowledge  is  indeed  neceffary  to  at- 
tain the  acquaintance  with  God  here  fpoken  of;  and 
though  it  float  only  in  the  head,  and  defcend  not  to 
the  heart,  fo  as  to  produce  good  fruits,  it  is  neverthe- 
lefs  highly  ufeful  in  many  refpe&s  to  the  world.  The 
knowledge  of  which  our  prophet  fpeaks,  is  far  more 
excellent,  and  attended  with  the  moil  falutary  effe&s. 

*  Jab  v.  19.  clfeq*  f  G*0-  v*-  **. 
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Itfuppofes  an  external  revelation  of  God  in  Chrift, 
reconciling  the  world  to  himfelf,  making  known  to 
men  the  way  of  falvation,  and  accompanied  with  the 
internal  revelation  of  the  Spirit  of  wifdom,  illuminat- 
ing the  mind  with  the  knowledge  of  him,  and  effec- 
tually difpofing  the  heart  to  believe  and  obey  the  gof-. 
pel.  It  is  a  pra&ical  knowledge,  which  forms  into  a 
refemblance  of  the  objefl  on  which  it  terminates ; 
and  produces  faith  in  the  perfe&ions,  providence, 
and  teftimony  of  God,  reverence  of  his  majefty  and 
grandeur,  love  to  his  glory  and  falvation,  truft  in  his 
goodnefs  and  faithfulnefs,  and  fubmiffion  to  his  righ- 
teous laws  and  difpenfations.  Such,  I  apprehend,  is. 
the  knowledge  of  the  Lord,  with  which  the  prophet 
foretels  the  earth  fliall  be  filled.  ■  The  prediction  is 
Hluftrated  by  a  beautiful  (imilitude, 

As  the  waters  cover  the  Jea.  By  the  fea,  is  meant 
the  channel  of  the  fea,  the  great  refervoir  wherein 
the  waters  of  the  ocean  are  contained.  The  com- 
parifon  plainly  (hews,  the  vaft  abundance,  the  ex- 
tenfive  fpread,  the  great  depth,  and  Hie  mighty  influ- 
ence of  the  knowledge  of  the  Lord,  in  thofe  places  of 
the  earth  wherein  the  kingdom  of  the  Meffiah  fhould 
be  ere&ed.  It  alfo  intimates,  that  the  people  inha- 
biting thofe  places  of  the  earth  where  this  divine 
knowledge  fhould  reach,  were,  by  the  mighty  power 
of  God,  to  be  difpofed  to  hold  this  {acred  treafure  of 
profound  and  copious  knowledge,  and  to  be  fo  occu- 
pied with  it  that  few  or  none  were  to  remain  exempt- 
ed. With  fuch  irrefiftible  force  fhould  it  extend  over 
the  inhabited  world,  that  it  would  be  as  difficult  to 
interrupt  or  hinder  its  progrefs*  as  to  prevent  the 
fea  from  covering  the  fands  deftined  to  contaia  it.. 
Such  fhould  be  the  prevalence  of  the  do&rine  of  Je~ 
fus  Chrift  in  the  world,  unaided  by  human  favour 
or  power,  in  oppofition  to  the  ignorance,  vices,  and 
prejudices  of  mankind,  the  arts  and  efforts  of  king- 
doms and  empires  to  hinder  its  progrefs  and  fuccefs, 
as  fully  to  verify  this  prophecy,  and  to  juftify  the 
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companion  here  dated. This  event  is  mentioned 

as  the  effeft  of  that  fpiritual  concord  foretold  in  the 
preceding  verfes ;  and  in  this  light  it  ought  to  be  con- 
sidered.    Ignorance  of  God  is  the  fource  of  error, 
and  every  fpecies  of  iniquity :  whereas  a  profound 
and  extenfive  knowledge  of  God,  and  his  ways,  is 
the  happy  mean  of  promoting  hctlinefs  and  peace 
*  among  people  of  all  descriptions :  it  heartily  recon- 
ciles them  to  each  other ;  it  removes  every  feparate 
intereft ;  it  harmonizes,  their  purpofes  and  aims ;  it 
transforms  them  in  fome  meafure  into  the  image  of 
God ;  it  excites  good  afft&ions,  and  prompts  to  a 
corrcfponding  pra&icc.-*-i — Follow  on  then  to  know 
.  the  Lord,  and  to  advance  the  knowledge  of  God 
among  your  brethren.     For  this  purpofe,  diligently 
improve  all  the  opportunities  you  enjoy,  of  receiving 
frefh  additions,  from  every  quarter,  to  your  knowledge 
of  God,  that,  like  a  river,  which  is  continually  aug< 
mented  by  the  ftreams  flowing  into  it,  your  acquaint- 
ance with  him  may  be  gradually  enlarged,  until  you 
are  thereby  filled,  enriched,  and  fatisfied.     Shall  we 
labour  to  become  acquainted  with  the  creatures,  and 
remain  indifferent  to  the  knowledge  of  the  Lord,  of 
whofe  goodnefs  we  largely  participate,  vhofe  mercies 
we  are  continually  receiving,  and  who  is  infinitely 
the  mod  glorious  and  amiable  of  all  the  objeds  that 
can  occupy  our  minds  ?  He  is  light  without  darknefs, 
truth  without  diffimulation,  love  without  the  lead  un- 
kindnefs,  good  without  any  evil,  pure  without  the 
fmalleft  fpot,  and  the  Author  of  all  that  goadnefe  and 
beauty  that  is  diffused  throughout  creation.     Such  is 
his  tender  compaffion  toward  the  children  of  men, 
that  he  fent  his  only  begotten  Son  from  his  throne  of 
majefty  to  this  earth,  that  he  might  affume  our  na- 
ture, fubmit  to  our  infirmities,  difplay  his  amiable 
grace,  and  bear  our  fins  on  his  own  body  on  the  tree. 
Shall  we  not  then  endeavour  to  know  him,  by  whofe 
death  we  live,  by  whofe  blood  we  are  cleanfed,  and 
in  virtue  of  whofe  humiliation  we  are  exalted  ?.  Shall 

we 
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we  not  rejoice  in  the  delightful  profpeS  with  which 
this,  prophecy  prefents  us,  that  the  knowledge  of  the 
Lord  fhall  cover  the  earth  as  the  waters  cover  the 
fea? 

The  above  predictions  received  a  partial  accom-i 
plifhment,  in  different  periods,  in  the  kingdom  which 
Jefus  Chrifl  hath  founded  upon  this  earth.  Under 
the  miniftry  of  his  apodles,  his  church  refembled  a 
flock  of  thofe  tarpe  and  ufeful  animals  which  are  men* 
tioned  in  the  preceding  verfes,  infpe&ed  by  the  (hep* 
herds  with  whom  he  intruded  them,  expofed  never- 
thelefs  to  the  powerful  affaults  of  their  inveterate 
cruel  enemies.  By  means  of  the  everlading  gofpel, 
accompanied  with  the  mod  adonifhing  miracles,  and 
the  invifible  agency  of  the  Holy  Spirit,  many  of  thet 
implacable  fierce  adverfaries  of  the  church  of  ChriA; 
were  vanquilhed  \  they  fubje&ed  themfelves  to  the 
fceptre  of  the  Son  of  God,  laid  afide  their  former  fero- 
city and  enmity  againd  the  followers  of  the  Lamb,  and 
joined  themfelves  to  the  aflemblies  of  the  faints, 
with  whom  they  enjoyed  intimate  fpiritual  inter- 
course, and  received  fpiritual  nourilhment.  Many 
illudrious  inltanccs  might  be  mentioned;  fuch  as 
Saul,  afterward  called  Paul ;  Sergius,  the  deputy  of 
Cyprus }  Dionyfius,  the  Areopagite ;  with  many 
other  refpeftable  perfons  in  Afia,  Greece,  and  Rome, 
among  whom  were  feveral  members  of  Gefar's  houfe- 
hold.  Public  fchools  and  feminaries  of  learning, 
which  had  been  the  haunts  of  abominable  idolatry 
and  fuperdition,  were  converted  into  places  of  divine 
worflrip ;  and,  occupied  by  thofe.  who  are  now  called 
the  Fathers  of  the  church,  they  were  frequented 
without  the  lead  fear  of  danger  by  the  harmlefs  chil- 
dren of  God.  Thefe  pr^didlions  were  farther  ful- 
filled in  the  time  of  Condantine,  when  the  Romaa 
empire  emerged  from  the  darknefs  of  Heathenifm, 
and  embraced  the  divine  light  of  the  gofpel ;  when 
the  difciples  of  Chrid  were  delivered  from  the  oppref- 
fjon  and  perfecution  of  their  enemies,  and  there  was 
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none  to  hurt  and  to  deftroy  in  all  God's  holy  mountain. 
At  the  memorable  sera  of  the  Reformation  from  Pope- 
ry and  arbitrary  power,*  they  doubtlefs  received  a 
ftill  larger  accomplifhment,  by  the  vaft  increafe  and 
extenfive  fpread  of  divine  knowledge.— —For  their 
full  completion,  we  look  forward  to  the  happy  period 
which  (hall  follow  the  deftru&ion  of  Antichrift, 
wherein  the  church  of  God,  compofcd  of  Jews  and 
Gentiles,  under  the  tuition  of  faithful  pa  ft  or  s,  and 
the  prote&ion  of  good  government,  (hall  enjoy  agree- 
able tranquillity,  and  large  meafures  of  divine  know- 
ledge, holinefs,  and  confolation.  In  the  joyful  ex- 
pectation of  this  moft  defirable  event,  let  us  exert 
ourfelves  to  the  utmoft,  that  the  approach  of  this  hap- 
py period  be  not  retarded  through  our  fault ;  and 
that  the  church  of  Chrift  may  attain  the  accomplHh- 
ment  of  their  hopes,  and  the  anfwer  of  their  prayers* 

I  o  1f  And  in  that  day  there  fhall  be  a  root  of 
Jeffe,  which  fhall  ftand  for  an  enfign  of  the 
people ;  to  it  fhall  the  Gentiles  feek,  and  his 
reft  fhall  be  glorious* 

In  this  and  the  following  verfes  of  this  chap- 
ter, the  prophet  foretels  the  remarkable  fortunes  of 
the  Mefliah's  kingdom,  with  their  immediate  confe- 
quences ;  fuch  as  the  conversion  of  the  Gentiles,  the 
vocation  of  the  difperfed  Jews,  with  the  diminution 
of  the  adverfe  powers  of  Egypt  and  Aflyria,  to  make 
way  for  the  great  work  of  divine  grace  and  mercy. — 
In  this  verfe,  the  converfion  of  the  Gemfle5  is  fore- 
told. The  time  fixed  for  this  purpofe,  here  referred 
to,  is  the  remarkable  period  in  which  the  great  events 
foretold  in  the  preceding  context  fhall  receive  their 
accomplifliment.  By  the  root  of  Jeffe,  is  no  doubt 
meant  the  illuftrious  Perfon  whom  the  prophet  in- 
tended in  the  firft  verfe  of  this  chapter,  where  he  is 
defcribed,  as  c  a  rod  which  fhould  come  forth  out  of 
*  the  Item  of  Jeffe,  and  the  branch  that  fhould  grow 
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'  out  of  his  roots.9  This  is  no  other  than  the  Meffiah, 
the  Lord  and  Son  of  David,  who  exprefsly  affirms 
concerning  himfelf,  in  the  book  of  Revelation,  'I  am 
*  the  root  and  offspring  of  David  V  Viewing  Jefus 
Chrift  our  Lord  in  his  human  nature,  we  know  he 
was  made  of  the  feed  of  David  according  to  the  flefh; 
and  confequently  was  the  Son  of  David,  who  fprang 
from  the  root  of  Jefife.  Contemplating  him  in  his 
divine  nature,  he  is  David's  Lord;  the  root  from 
which  Jeffe,  and  all  the  creatures,  derive  their  exig- 
ence, and  by  whom  they  are  fupported  in  being. 
This  is  the  great  myftery  of  godlinefs,  which  the 
Jews  did  not  understand  when  it  was  propofed  to 
them  by  our  Lord  himfelf.  This  defcription,  like 
many  others  given  of  the  Meffiah,  plainly  fuppofes 
his  real  divinity,  and  the  infinite  merit  of  his  perfect 
obedience,  which  are  almoft  every  where  expreffed 
or  fuppofed  in  the  prophecies  delivered  concerning 
him.  Like  a  root  that  groweth  out  of  dry  ground, 
he  had  no  form  or  comelinefs :  his  appearance  to  hu- 
man view  was  mean  and  contemptible :  men  did  not 
perceive  the  dignity  of  his  perfon,  the  excellence  of 
his  chara&er,  nor  the  defign  of  his  coming  into  this 
world.  From  this  root  arSe  all  thofe  trees  of  righ- 
teoufnefs  that  are  planted  in  the  houfe  of  the  Lord, 
that  flourifh  in  the  courts  of  our  God;  and  from 
thence  they  derive  their  life,  nourifliment,  and  fruit- 
fulnefs. 

Which  jhall  Jland  for  an  en/ign  of  the  people.  This 
expreffion  feems  to  have  an  obvious  reference  to  the 
ancient  practice  of  princes  or  commanders,  who,  in 
times  of  imminent  danger,  ordered  ftandards  or  ban- 
ners to  be^ere&ed  upon  the  tops  of  hills  and  rifing 
grounds,  that  the  inhabitants  of  the  country,  and 
efpecially  the  military,  might  be  aflfembled  with  the 
utmoft  expedition,  to  receive  the  inftru&ions  of  thdr 
prince  or  general,  and  to  perform  the  fervice  in 
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which  he  thought  proper  to  employ  them.     By  at- 
tending to  the  wofds  under  confederation,  you  will  ob- 
serve, that  the  Meffiah  is  compared  not  to  the  fovereign* 
who  requires  the  ftandard  to  be  fet  up,  but  to  the  en- 
fign  or  banner  itfelf,  which,  by  his  authority,  is  ap- 
pointed to  be  elevated*     Like  an  enfign  placed  upon 
an  eminence,  Jefus  Chrift,  the  root  of  Jeffe,  fhould 
be  publicly  exhibited  in  the  preaching  of  the  gofpel, 
according  to  the  commandment  of  the  everlafting 
God,  that  he  may  gather  together  all  the  childreil  of 
the  Moft  High,  who  are  (battered  abroad,  to  the  only 
means  of  falvation.     Befide  him  there  is  no  other 
name  given  under  heaven  among  men  whereby  they 
can  be  faved  :  he  is  the  alone  infallible  Teacher,  who 
can  inftruft  them  fo  as  to  make  wife  unto  falvation : 
he  is  the  only  High-prieft,  through  whofe  obedience 
and  fufferings  they  can  obtain  remiflion  of  fins  :  he  is 
the  only  King,  under  whofe  government  they  can  en- 
joy fafety,  profperity,  and  felicity.     Like  a  ftandard 
elevated  on  the  top  of  a  mountain,  Jcfus  Chrift  is  feen 
by  vaft  multitudes,  who  look  to  him  as  the  Ifraelitesf 
ftung  by  the  fiery  ferpents  in  the  wildernefs,  looked  to 
the  brazen  ferpent,  that  they  might  be  healed.    They 
look  on  him  whom  they  have  pierced  by  their  fins, 
as  the  only  appointed  means  of  deliverance ;  and,  in 
obedience  t6  his  call,  they  look  unto  him  from  all  the 
ends. of  the  earth,  that  they  may  be  faved.     Like  a 
banner  erefted  on  the  fummit  of  a  hill,  Jefus  Chrift 
is  exalted  very  high  in  the  miniftry  of  the  gofpel,  as 
poffeffed  of  unrivalled  excellence  and  glory ;  and,  hav- 
ing accompliflied  the  great  ends  of  his  humiliation, 
and  obedience  unto  death,  he  is  made  higher  than  the 
heavens,  and  fet  down  at  the  right  hand  of  the  throne 
of  God.     To  him,  as  to  a  ftandard  placed  on  the  top 
of  a  mountain,  multitudes  fhallrefort  from  all  quar- 
ters, as  to  the  centre  of  union,  that  they  may  enjoy 
intimate  fellow  (hip  with  him,  and  with  one  another. 
To  him  {hall  men  come,  as  foretold  by  our  prophet ; 
to  him  fhall  be  the  gathering  of  the  people  j  to  him 
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ihall  they  flee,  as  doves  to  their  windows ;  that  thejT 
may  enjoy  his  protection,  that  they  may  etitef  into 
his  fervice,  that  they  may  receive  direction  from  hint 
in  their  various  movements,  that  they  may  fight  un- 
der his  banner,  and  be  conduced  by  him  to  everlast- 
ing vi&ory  and  triumph.  For  thefe  important  pur* 
pofes,  the  Meffiah  (hall  (land,  as  here  foretold,  firmly 
eftablifhed  upon  an  immoveable  foundation*  by  di- 
vine power  and  love,  fupported  by  irrefragable  evi- 
dence, and  invincible  proofs  of  his  grace  and  ability 
to  fave  to  the  uttermoft. 

To  it  Jhall  the  Gentiles  feek,  &c*  The  Gentiles, 
who  are  here  intended,  are  thofe  nations  of  the  earth 
which  had  been  immerfed  in  profound  ignorance, 
and  abominable  fuperftition ;  living  without  God 
and  without  Chrift  in  the  World,  walking  in  the 
vanity  of »  their  minds,  alienated  from  the  life 
of  God;  and,  pad  feeling,  had  giv£n  themfelves 
over  to  work  all  uncleannefs  with  greedinefs*. 
People  of  this  defcription,  having  heard  of  a  certain 
illuflrious  Teacher  arifing  from  the  root  of  Jeffe,  who 
was  appointed  to  give  unto  men  the  knowledge  of 
falvation,  to  be  the  refuge  of  (inners,  and  the  Re- 
deemer of  the  miferable,  leaving  their  falfe  oracles 
and  delufive  pra&ices,  fhduld  have  recourfe  to  this  In* 
ftru&or  of  the  foolilh,  and  Saviour  of  the  loft.*  To 
him  they  fhould  feek,  not  from  vain  curiofity  and 
finifter  views,  but  from  good  intention;  not  with 
hypocrify  and  diffimulatioii,  but  with  their  whole 
hearts;  not  with  indifference  and  negligence,  but 
with  earneftnefs  and  diligence.  To  him  they  fhould 
refort,  as  to  a  ftrong-hold,  for  protection  from 
danger ;  as  to  a  Saviour,  for  deliverance  from  evil ; 
as  to  a  mighty  One,  for  help  in  time  of  need ;  as  to 
a  wife  Counfellor,  for  advice  and  dire&ion  in  every 
emergency.-— -The  apoftle  Paul,  citing  this  paffage 
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with  fofne  little  variation,  in  his  Epiftle  to  the  Ro- 
mans, thus  fpeaks  of  this  root  of  Jeffe :  4  He  ftiall  rife 
*.  to  reign  over  the  Gentiles,  and  in  him  fhall  the 
'  Gentiles  truft  *.'  There-is  an  intiipate  connection 
between  feeking  and  trufting  in  the  Mefliah.  Men  will 
not  feek  to  hhn  in  whom  they  cannot  truft,  nor  will 
they  truft  in  him  whom  they  do  not  feek  and  hope 
to .  enjoy.  The  apoftle  thus  interprets  the  words 
of  our  prophet,  and  fairly  reprefents  the  affe&ionate 
regard  which  the  Gentiles  fhould  teffify  for  Jefus 
Chrift,  to  whom  they  ftiould  feek,  and  in  whom  they 

ought  to  truft  for  life  and  falvation. May  thefe 

words  be  this  day  fulfilled  in  you,  my  brethren!  A 
greater  than  Solomon  is  here ;  to  whom  people  of  all 
nations  reforted,  to  hear'his  wifdom,and  to  contemplate 
the  excellent  majefty  to  which  God  had  advanced 
htm.  Come  then  to  Jefus  Chrift,  to  confult  him 
about  all  your  doubts  and  perplexities,  convinced, 
that  in  him  dwells  all  the  treafures  of  wifdom  and 
knowledge,  and  that  in  him  are  wonderfully  conjoin- 
ed the  glory  of  the  Son  pf  God  with  the  grace  of  the 
Son  of  man.  A  greater  is  here  than  the  high-prieft 
of  Ifrael,  who  was  arrayed  with  garments  for  glory 
and  beauty.  Seek  to  the  great  High-prieft  appointed 
over  the  houfe  of  God,  on  whom  relts  the  Spirit  of 
glory,  that,  through  his  atonement  and  interceffion, 
you  may  be  pardoned,  fanftified,  and  faved. 

And  bis  reji  Jhall  be  glorious.  If  you  inquire,  in  the 
words  of  God,  by  our  prophet,  *  Where  is  the  place 
*  of  my  reft  f?*  I  anfwer  with  the  royal  prophet, 
4  The  Lord  hath  chofen  Zion:  he  hath  defired  it  for 
'.  his  habitation.  This  is  my  reft  for  ever :  here  will 
4  I  dwell,  for  I  have  defired  it  J.'  In  Zion  God  an- 
ciently fixed  his  abode,  and  there  continued  until  the 
iniquities  of  Ifrael  provoked  him  to  forfake  his  dwell- 
ing-place.    Since  that  time  he  hath  removed  into  the 
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poffeffion  of  the  Gentiles  ;  and  his  church,  under  the 
New  Teftament,  is  the  place  of  his  refidence  and  reft, 
wherein  he  affords  the  moft  illuftrious  proofs  of  his 
prefence,  providence,  and  grace,  in  which  he  is  fought, 
worfhipped,  and  enjoyed  by  his  people.  This  reft  is 
here  foretold  (hall  be  glorious ;  filled  with  the  divine 
glory,  and  beautified  with  the  divine  prefence,  in  a 
far  more  eminent  degree  than  the  temple  of  God  at 
Jerufalem  under  the  former  difpenfation.— The  pre- 
diftion  may  likewife  refer  to  that  glorious  reft  into 
which  the  Meffiah  entered,  when  he  alfo  ceafed  from 
his  works  as  God  did  from  his ;  in  which  he  is  per- 
fettly  free  from  all  the  labours,  fufferings,  and  trials, 
to  which  he  was  expofed  while  on  earth,  and  enjoys 
the  moft  undifturbed  tranquillity,  and  perfeft  felicity, 
in  the  prefence  of  God,  where  is  fulnefs  of  joys,  and 
rivers  of  pleafures  for  evermore*  This  reft,  as  fore- 
told, is  truly  glorious.  The  divine  glory,  which  had 
been  concealed  under  the  vail  of  human  nature,  and 
the  form  of  a  fervant,  (hone  forth  with  ineffable  fplen- 
dour,  when  he  was  elevated  to  that  glory  which  he 
had  with  the  Father  before  the  worlds  were  made. 
His  human  body  is  poffeffed  of  a  glory  far  fuperior  to 
the  fun  in  his  meridian  brightnefs :  his  foul  perpetually 
enjoys  the  moft  fublime  pleafures ;  and  being  inverted 
with  unlimited  power  in  heaven  and  on  earth,  he  em- 
ploys it  for  his  own  glory,  and  the  benefit  of  his 

church. That  we  may  be.  conformed  to  our  glo- 

rious  Redeemer,  let  us  afpire  to  that  bleffed  reft  in- 
to which  the  people  of  God  now  enter  by  faith,  where- 
in, being  delivered  from  the  condemnation  to  which 
fin  hath  expofed  them,  and  the  power  of  turbulent 
paffions,  they  are  reflored  to  the  enjoyment  of  peace 
with  God,  agreeable  tranquillity  of  mind,  and  the 
moft  grateful  improving  exercifes.  This  prefent  reft 
will  prove  a  certain  pledge,  a  delightful  foretaftc,  of 
the  eternal  reft  that  awaits  you  in  heaven,  where, 
freed  from  fears,  temptations,  fins,  forrows,  and  afflic- 
tions, you  (hall  enjoy  everlaiting  repofe,  and  partici- 
pate 
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pate  in  that  felicity  and  glory  to  which  your  glorious 
Redeemer  is  exalted. 

The  predictions  we  have  now  been  confidering, 
were  in  part  fulfilled  after  the  exaltation  of  Jefus 
Chrift  into  heaven*  when  the  ftandard  of  his  gofpel  was 
firft  eredled,  and  he  was  exhibited  to  all  nations  as 
the  Leader  and  Commander,  the  High?prieft  and  Sa- 
viour, given  to  the  people ;  in  confequence  whereof, 
multitudes,  from  among  many  kingdoms,  reforted  to 
him,  and  humbly  fubje&ed  themfelves  to  this  renown- 
ed Prince  and  Saviour.  In  the  time  of  Conftantine, 
they  received  farther  fulfilment,  when  a  great  acceffion 
was  njade  to  the  kingdom  of  Jefus  Chrift*  by  the  con- 
verfioji  of  many  nations  to  the  faith  and  obedience  of 
the  gofpel.  At  the  memorable  aera  of  the  Reforma- 
tio^ they  were  more  fully  accomplifhed,  by  the  won- 
derful events  that  happened  at  that  remarkable  period. 
And  in  the  approaching  glorious  days  of  the  cxpefted 
fpread  and  fuccefs  of  the  gofpel,  we  look_forward, 
with  hope  and  joy,  to  their  full  completion. 

1 1  And  it  (hall  come  to  pafs  in  that  day,  that 
the  Lord  {hall  let  his  hand  again  the  fecond 
time,  to  recover  the  remnant  of  his  people  which 
fhall  be  left,  from  Aflyria,  and  from  Egypt,  and 
from  Pathros,  and  from  Cufh,  and  from  Elam, 
and  from  Shinar,  and  from  Hainath>  and  from 
the  iflands  of  the  fea. 

The  colleflion  of  the  Jews  from  their  difperfions,  to 
partake  of  the  privileges  of  the  church  of  God,  is  thefub? 

jeft  of  the  prediction  now  before  us, The  time  to 

which  the  prophecy  refers,  is  that  wherein  the  Meffiah 
fhall  fmite  the  earth  with  the  rod  of  his  mouth,  and 
flay  the  wicked  with  the  breath  of  his  lips  j  when  the 
kingdom  of  our  Lord  fhall  be  bleffed  with  profound 
peace,  delivered  from  every  adverfe  power,  and  the 
whole  earth  filled  with  the  knowledge  of  God.     The 

remnant 
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remnant  of  his  people,  who  are  the  fubjeds  to  whom 
this  predi&on  relates,  feem  to  be  the  fame  perfons 
who,  in  the  following  verfe,  are  called  the  outcafts  of 
Ifrael,  and  the  difperfed  of  Judah ;  the  feleft  remains 
of  that  once  highly  favoured  people,  who  are  thus  dif- 
tinguifhed  from  the  Gentile  nations,  with  whom  they 
(hall  yet  be  fo  incorporated  as  to  form  the  church  of  ' 

Jefus  Chrift. This  remnant  the  Lord  Jhall  fet  bis 

hand  again  the  fecond  time  to  recover.  %  The  expreffion 
plainly  alludes  to  the  wonderful  deliverance  which 
God  wrought  for  the  pofterity  of  Ifrael,  from  the  ig- 
nominious fervitude  in  which  they  were  detained  in 
the  land  of  Egypt,  accomplifhed  by  the  ftrong  hand 
and  ftretched-out  arm  of  Jehovah  ;  and  defigned  to 
be  an  eminent  type  of  redemption  by  the  Meffiah, 
whereby  the  people  of  God  were  to  be  recovered 
from  the  fervice  of  fin  and  Satan,  and  the  hands  of 
all  their  enemies,  that  they  may  ferve  him  without 
fear,  in  holinefs  and  righteoufnefs  before  him  all  their 
days.  In  their  firft  deliverance,  the  tender  compaf* 
lions  of  God  were  richly  difplayed,  by  refcuing  them 
from  flavery ;  and  the  divine  omnipotence  of  Jehovah 
was  glorioufly  manifefted,  by  the  awful  judgments  in* 
Aided  upon  their  oppreflbrs.  In  their  fecond  recovery, 
they  (hall  be  reflored  from  fpiritual  thraldom  to  the 
enjoyment  of  eternal  redemption,  to  the  praife  of  the 
divine  glory,  which  fhall  thereby  be  moft  illuftrioufly 
exhibited.  By  the  former  interpofition  in  their  fa- 
vour, they  were  happily  extricated  from  hard  bon- 
dage, conduced,  through  the  uioft  perilous  circum- 
ftances,  to  the  enjoyment  of  liberty,  affluence,  and  all 
manner  of  worldly  felicity.  In  the  latter,  the  rem- 
nant of  them  belonging  to  the  ele&ion  of  grace,  re- 
ferved  from  among  that  difperfed  people  to  be  the  il- 
luftrious  monuments  of  divine  mercy,  fhall  return  to 
the  Lord  their  God,  who  will  introduce  them  into  the 
glorious  liberty  of  his  children,  and  lead  them  in  the 
paths  of  righteoufnefs  to  the  inheritance  of  the  faints 
in  light*— —Though  what  is  here-foretold  might  have 

a  direft 
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a  direft  reference  to  the  deliverance  of  the  Jews  from 
the  Babylonifti  captivity,  yet,  as  the  children  of  Ifraei, 
or  the  pofterity  of  the  ten  tribes,  did  not  participate 
of  this  recovery,  I  fuppofe  it  hath  chiefly  in  view,  the 
far  more  glorious  redemption  of  Ifraei  and  Judah  from 
fpiritual  thrajdom  by  the  great  Mefliah, The  king- 
doms and  countries  from  which  the  dtfperfed  pofterity 
of  Ifraei  and  Judah  ftiall  be  coJle&ed  and  recovered, 
are  mentioned  in  the  following  words : 

From  AJfyria.  A  very  ancient,  extenfive,  and 
powerful  empire,  concerning  which  you  heard  many 
things  in  the  Lectures  I  delivered  from  the  preceding 
chapter*  Hiftorians  feem  to  be  agreed,  that  Nimrod, 
the  great  grandfon  of  Noah,  founded  this  kingdom, 
which  is  reckoned  to  have  been  the  firft  in  the  world, 
and  to  have  fubfifted  for  about  thirteen  or  fourteen 
hundred  years  with  more  or  lefs  extent  and  glory. 
It  probably  derived  its  name  from  Affur,  one  of  the 
fons  of  Shem,  who,  it  may  be,  had  fettled  in  that 
country,  and  was  vanquifhed  or  expelled  by  Nimrod. 
Prior  to  its  enlargement  by  conquefts,  it  was  bounded 
by  Media,  Sufiana,  Mefopotamia,  and  Armenia.    It  is 

now  a  province  of  Alia,  fubjeft  to  the  Turks. 

And  from  Egypt.  This  very  ancient  kingdom  hath 
been  held  in  great  renown  for  the  learning  of  its  in- 
habitants ;  and  is  famous,  in  facred  hiilory,  for  hav- 
ing been  the  place  wherein  the  patriarch  Abraham 
and  his  pofterity  fojourned,  and  for  the  remarkable 
fertility  of  its  foil,  which  rendered  it  the  granary  from 
whence  Rome  anciently,  and  afterward  Conftanti- 
nople,  was  fupplied  with  provifions.  It  is  fituated  in 
Africa,  having  Arabia  Deferta  and  the  Red  fea  on 
the  eaft,  Ethiopia  on  the  fouth,  Cerene  and  the  de- 
ferts  of  Lybia  on  the  weft,  and  the  Mediterranean  fea 
on  the  north.  Through  this  country  runs  the  great 
river  Nile,  by  which  it  is  watered  and  enriched. 
From  Pelufmm  to  the  cataraft  of  the  Nile  hath  been 
computed  to  be  near  one  hundred  and  fifty  miles, 
which  is  the  length  of  the  country  j  and  its  breadth  is 

faid 
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faid  to  be  about  one  hundred  miles.  Like  Afiyria,  it  is 
now  fubjeft  to  the  Turkifti  empire.— —And  from  Pa* 
tiros.  This  was  the  country  wherein  the  Jews  chiefly  re- 
fidedwho  went  down  to  fojourn  in  the  land  of  Egypt,  in 
the  days  of  Jeremiah  the  prophet  *.  It  lay  near  to  Ara- 
bia Petrsea,  at  the  extremity  of  the  land  of  Egypt,  not 
far  from  Ethiopia ;  and  probably  had  its  name  from 
Path^ufim,  one  of  the  fon$  of  Mizraim,  mentioned 
Gen.  x.  14.— And from  Cu/h.  This  was  the  name 
of  one  of  the  fons  of  Ham,  the  fon  of  Noah,  whofe 
pofterity  are  faid  to  have  inhabited  part  of  Arabia  De- 
ferta,  which  lay  next  to  the  land  of  Egypt,  to  the 
eaftward  of  the  Red  fea,  with  part  of  what  is  called 
Arabia  Petrsea.  By  an  eafy  and  frequent  tranfition, 
the  name  of  the  people  who  inhabit  the  country  is 
given  to  the  country  itfelf :  an  inftance  of  this  fort 

lies  now  before  us. And  from  Elam.    Elam  was 

the  name  of  one  of  the  fons  of  Shem,  the  Son  of  Noah, 
from  whom  defcended  the  people  called  Elamites, 
over  whom  Chedorlaomer  was  king  in  the  days  of  the 
patriarch  .Abraham.  Thefe  Elamites  inhabited  Perfia, 
a  famous  kingdom  in  Afia,  bounded  on  the  north 
by  the  Cafpian  fea,  on  the  eaft  by  India,  on  the  fouth 
by  the  Indian  ocean  and  Perfian  gulf,  and  on  the 
weft  by  Arabia  Deferta.  In  the  time  of  Daniel 
the  prophet,  Elam  formed  at  lead  part  of  the  Perfian 
empire;  for  Shufhan,  where  the  kings  of  Perfia  had 
their  refidence,  was  in  the  province  of  Elam  j. 
And  from  Shinar.  In  this  land,  which  I  fuppofe  to 
have  been  the  fame  with  Mefopotamia,  was  attempted 
the  foolifh  wicked  project  of  building  a  city  and  a 
tower  whofe  top  might  reach  unto  heaven,  which  was 
called  Babel,  becaufe  the  Lord  did  there  confound  the 
language  of  all  the  earth.  Through  a  valley  of  this 
name  runs  the  river  Tigris,  in  its  courfe  from  the 
mountains  of  Armenia  toward  the  Perfian  gulf.  Of 
this  country  Amraphel  was  king  in  the  time  of  the 

*   See  Jer.  xiiii.  and  xliv.  *  Daniel  viii.  2. 
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father  of  the  faithful.-**— ^nrf  from  Hamatb.  This 
was  anciently  a  famous  city,  which  probably  had  jts 
name  from  Hamath,  one  of  the  fons  of  Canaan,  the 
graftdfon  of  Noah.  It  had  once  a  king  wbofe  name 
was.Toi*,  who  was  one  of  the  princes  whom  Solo- 
mon conquered.  Afterward  it  fell  into  the  haqds 
Of  the  Syrians ;  and  may,  in  this  place,  denote  the 
land  of  Syria,  a  large  country  in  the  Greater  Afia, 
which  now  forms  part  of  the  Turkifh  empire.— 
And  from  the  tflendi  oftbefea :  by  which  may  be  in- 
tended the  countries  furrounded  by  the  fea,  lying  to 
the  weftward  of  Canaan;  fuch  as  the  Lefler  Afia,  which 
was  anciently  confidered  as  a  peninfula ;  Europe,  en* 
compaffed  by  the  fea ;  and  particularly  the  iflands  of 
Great  Britain  and  Ireland*  From  thefe  places,  where- 
in the  remnant  of  God's  people  are  fcattered,  he  will 
fet  ftis  hand,  to  recover  them  from  their  difperfions, 
to  enjoy  the  inestimable  privileges  of  his  church,  and 
to  fubjed  themfelves  to  his  government  whom  he  hath 
appointed  Bang  over  his  holy  hill  of  Zion.— — This 
prediction  received  its  fulfilment,  in  fome  meafure,  at 
the  promulgation  of  the  gofpel  by  the  apoftles  and  mi- 
ntfters  of  our  Lord,  by  whom  the  pofteriry  of  Ifrad, 
difperfed  over  thefe  places  of  the  earth  now  mention- 
ed, were  invited  to  participate  in  the  glorious  prero- 
gatives belonging  to  the  kingdom  of  Chrift  ;  when 
thofe  of  them  who  were  ordained  to  eternal  life,  be- 
lieved, and  were  made  partakers  of  the  heavenly  call- 
ing. The  truly  memorable  event  of  which  you  read 
the  hiftory  in  the  fecond  chapter  of  the  Ads>  prefents 
to  view  the  ftrft  fruits  of  the  fecond  recovery  of  the 
remnint  of  God's  people,  and  affords  a  happy  preli- 
bation  of  its  future  full  accomplifhment.  As  the 
learned  Dr.  Lowth  obferves,  "  This  part  o(the  chap- 
"  ter  contains  a  prophecy  which  certainly  remains  yet 
"  to  be  accomplifhed,  and  (hall  in'  due  time  receive 
"  its  full  completion :"  for  which,  let  us  often  unite 

• 

#   2  Sam.  viii.  9. 
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fadr  earneft  prayers  to  him  *ho  builds  up  Jerufalem, 
and  gathefeth  together  the  out  carts  of  IfradL  Affured 
that  hp  is  faithful  who  hath  promifed,  let  us  live  in 
the  joyful  expectation  that  he  Will  do  as  he  hath  faid. 

1 2  And  he  fhall  fet  up  an  enfign  for  the  na- 
tions, and  fhall  affemble  the  outcafts  of  Ifrael| 
and  gather  together  the  difperfed  of  Judah,  front 
the  four  corners  of  the  earth* 

The  prophet  next  foretels  in  what  mahnet  the  Lord 
tyill  accoiiipiifh  the  prediction  contained  in  the  pre^ 
ceding  verfe,  and  the  glorious  fuccefs  which  fhould 
accompany  the  means  to  be  employed  for  this  pur- 

pofe,- The  enfign  or  ftandard  here  intended,  is  the 

toot  of  JeiTe,  the  great  Meffiah  mentioned  in  the  ioth 
verfe,  who  fhoutd  be  elevated  to  the  view  of  all  na- 
tions by  the  miniftry  of  the  gofpel }  under  whofe 
banner  they  are  invited  to  inlift,  that,  by  his  con** 
dutt,  and  with  his  aififtanpe,  they  may  war  a  good 
warfare.  This  enfign  is  ereded  for  the  benefit  of  the 
nations  of  the  earth,  that  the  Gentiles,  as  well  as  the 
Jews,  beholding  this  remarkable  fignal,  may  repair, 
without  delay,  to  this  illuftrious  Perfon,  whom  God 
hath  given  for  a  Leader  and  Commander  to  the  people, 
that  from  him  they  may  receive  direction  and  fupport, 
with  every  needful  blefling,  and  at  laft  complete  vie* 
tory  and  eternal  glory,  what  a  noble  difplay  is  thus 
given  of  the  moft  amiable  benevolence,  and  tender 
compafiion,  toward  the  children  of  men !  Though  the 
nations  have  rebelled  againft  their  rightful  Sovereign, 
reVolted  from  under  his  mild  government,  and  a&ed 
in  hoftility  againft  their  gracious  Lord,  the  Governor 
among  the  nations  hath  fet  up  an  eloign,  to  convene 
them  to  attend  to  Overtures  of  peace,  and  publifhed 
proclamations  of  his  good- will  and  mercy.  He  hath 
ere&ed  a  ftandard,  not,  with  hoftile  intention,  to  af- 
femble his  armies,  to  deftroy  thofe  who  have  rifen  h* 
rebellion  againft  him :  but  he  lifts  up  the  banner  of 

4  S  the 
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the  croft,  that,  by  the  difplays  of  his  eVeriafting  love 
therein  exhibited,  he  may  draw  all  men  unto  him; 
that  they  may  clofely  adhere  to  his  intereft,  diftinguifh 
themfelves  by  attachment  to  his  perfon,  nobly  fight 
his  battles,  and  enjby  his  prefence  and  prote&ion.  To 
this  enfign  refort  all  the  nations  of  them  that  are 

faved. The  joyful  confequencea  fhall  be,  as  de- 

fcribed  in  the  following  part  of  the  verfe, 

Andjhall  ajfemble  the  outcajls  of  I/tact,  and  gather 
together  the  difpcrfed  of'Judab^frotn  the  four  corners  of 
the  earth.  The  outcafts  of  lfrael  may  denote,  the 
pofterity  of  the  ten  tribes  of  lfrael,  who  are  often 
called  by  the  name  of  Ephraim,  as  in  the  following 
Verfe.  The  refidue  of  that  people  have,  for  a  long 
period  of  time,  juftly  merited  the  defcription  of  out- 
cafts, becaufe  God  hath  caft  them  out  of  his  fight,  and 
eieflted  them  from  the  good  land  which  he  gave  unto 
their  fathers  for  a  poffeflion,  as  he  threatened  that  he 
would  do,  if  they  perfifted  in  their  fins.  They  have 
alfo  been  caft  out  by  other  nations  among  whom  they 
refided,  as  unworthy  of  participating  with  them  in  the 
privileges  of  good  fubjefts.  The  difperfed  of  Judah, 
are  the  Jews,  who  have  likewife,  for  may  ages,  been 
fcattered  to  and  fro  among  the  kingdoms  of  the  Gen- 
tiles ;  fir  ft,  by  means  of  the  Babylonilh  captivity ; 
afterward,  by  the  Grecian  monarchy,  and  the  inva- 
fion  of  the  Romans ;  and  laftly,  by  the  persecution 
raifed  by  the  enemies  of  Christianity  againft  thofe 
that  believed  in  Jefus  Chrift,  who  were  obliged  to  flee 
for  fafety  into  different  countries.  So  widely  were 
they  difperfed  at  the  day  of  Pentecoft,  that  the 
writer  of  the  Ads  of  the  Apoftles  declares,  that  de- 
vout men  of  that  people  therf  reforted  to  Jeru- 
falem,  out  of  every  nation  under  heaven.  On  ac- 
count of  their  obftinateblindnefs,  and  inveterate  preju- 
dices againft  the  gofpel  of  Jefus  Chrift,  they  (till  con- 
tinue difperfed  over  the  world,  expofed  to  innumerable 
hardfhips,  and  almoft  every  where  negle&ed  and  de- 
fpifed.  ■      This  widely  fcattered  people  God  gracioufly 

declares, 
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declares,  He  will  gather  together  from  the  four  corners 
of  the  earth.  The  word  tranflated  corners,  fignifies  alfo 
wings,  as  you  fee  it  rendered  in  the  margent  of  fome 
Bibles ;  which,  according  to  the  idiom  of  the  Hebrew 
language,  denotes  the  mod  diftant  parts  of  the  earth. 
In  allufion  to  the  wings  of  a  bird,  which  are  extend- 
ed when  fhe  takes  her  flight,  the  remote  extremities, 
the  utmoft  boundaries  of  any  thing,  are  called  its  wings 
or  cornel's,  as  in  the  words  before  us.  From  the  moft 
remote  parts  of  the  earth,  the  Lord  will  gather  together 
the  remnant  of  his  clifperfed  people.  As,  in  fcripture- 
ianguage,  fcattering  imports  afflidtion  and  diftrefs,  fo 
colle&ing  into  one  place  or  fociety,  intimates  reftora- 
tion  from  a  calamitous  condition,  and  recovery  to  a 

profperous  and  happy  (late. Had  not  this  defirable 

great  event  been  exprefsly  foretold,  we  fhould  have 
reckoned  that  the  obftacles  which  lie  in  the  wa^  of 
its  actomplifhment  were  unfurmountable :  but  being 
promifed  in  the  faithful  word  of  God,  as  his  own  glo- 
rious work,  whofe  counfel  (hall  (land,  and  for  whom 
nothing  is  impoflible,  every  obftacle  difappears,  and 
the  great  predi&ed  objeft  rifes  into  view.  Firmly 
perfuaded  of  this  approaching  event,  which  God  will 
haften  in  its  feafon,  and  encouraged  in  our  expecta- 
tions by  the  partial  fulfilment  which  this  prophecy 
hath  already  received,  let  us  earneftly  pray  for  its  full 
completion,  to  the  glory  of  God,  and  the  joy  of  his 
people, 

13  The  envy  alfo  of  Ephraim  (hall  depart, 
and  the  adverfaries  of  Judah  fhiall  be  ciit  off: 
Ephraim  (hall  not  envy  judah,  and  Judah  fhall 
not  vex  Ephraim. 

* 

In  this  verfe,  are  reprcfehtcd  the  happy  confequences 
of  the  reftoration  and  converfion  of  Ifrael  and  Ju- 
dah. From  the  book  of  Judges  we  learn,  that  an  in- 
vidious fpirit  powerfully  operated  among  the  Ifraelites 
as  early  as  the  days  of  Gideon  and  Jephthah.  A  va- 
riety 
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riety  of  circumftances  might  contribute  to  promote 
this  bad  difpofition  among  that  people,  which  difcover- 
ed  its  pernicious  influence  on  many  occafions.  The 
tribes  of  Jofeph  and  Benjamin,  -which  occupied  the 
middle  and  beft  part  of  the  land  of  Canaan,  and  who, 
pf  all  their  brethren,  were  the  mod  flourishing,  arofe 
from  the  two  fons  of  the  fame  mother.  Jofhua,  the 
fon  of  Nun,  who  was  the  leader  and  commander  of 
Ifrael,  and  who  probably  obtained  fome  peculiar  ad- 
vantages for  the  tribe  to  which  he  belonged,  was  of 
the  tribe  of  Ephraim.  Saul,  the  fon  of  Kiffi,  who 
was  the  firft  anointed  king  over  the  whole  nation,  be- 
longed to  the  tribe  of  Benjamin.  David,  the  prince 
who  next  filled  the  throne,  arofe  from  the  tribe  of 
Judah*  Jerobpam,  an  Ephrathite,  was  the  inftrument 
of  rending  ten  tribes  from  their  fubjeflion  to  the 
royal  family  of  the  tribe  pf  Judah,  which  was  inter- 
mixed with  a  number  of  Benjamites ;  and  of  laying 
the  foundation  of  another  kingdom,  called  Ephraim 
pr  Ifrael,  in  diftin&ion  from  that  of  Judah.  From 
that  time,  emulation  and  ftrife  arofe  between  thefe  two. 
kingdoms,  which  afterward  feldom  enjoyed  peace  and 
concord,  but  were  often  engaged  in  bloody  and  de- 
ft ru  Give  wars  with  each  other.  Thefe  caufes  contri- 
buted, with  others  that  might  be  mentioned,  to  kindle 
?nd  keep  alive  mutual  rancour  and  envy  between  the 
two  nations.  At  the  time  in  which  this  prophecy 
fhall  t>e  fulfilled,  the  envy  of  Ephraim  (hall  depart, 
never  more  to  appear.  Envy  is  a  moft  uneafy  dif- 
temper  of  the  mind,  catched  not  fo  much  by  infec- 
tion, as  excited  by  the  profperity  of  other  people.  It 
preys  not  fo  much  upon  the  mifchiefs  and  miferies,  as 
upon  the  fucceffes  and  happin^fs  of  thofe  who  arc  its 
objefts :  it  is  not  troubled  at  their  loffes,  but  at  their 
affluence  and  advancement,- though  their  riches  does 
not  diminifh  or  injure  its  enjoyments.  Happy  pe- 
riod !  when  envy  and  vexation  fhalj  ceafe  among 
brethren;  when  animofities,  contentions,  and  dif- 
cords,  fhall  be  extinguifhed  among  the  people  of 

Godi 
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God ;  w^en  their  former  envies  and  jealoufies  being 
laid  afide,  tranquillity  and  harmony  (hall  continually 
prevail. 

Do  you,  my  friends,  whatever  lies  in  your  power  to 
haften  the  full  accomplifhment  of  this  prophecy.  To 
(earned  prayer,  add  vigorous  exertions,  in  curbing 
envy,  and  the  other  malevolent  paflions.  Convinced 
that  envy,  with  its  infeparable  concomitants,  con- 
taminate the  fpirit,'  and  are  as  rottennefs  to  the 
bones,  *  let  not  your  hearts  envy  tinners :  but  be  in 

*  the  fear  of  the  Lord  all  the  day  long  V  Beware  of 
repining  at  the  felicity  of  others ;  but  endeavour,  by 
cultivating  affe&ion  and  friendship  for  them,  to  make 
their  good  your  own.  To  have  a  heart  difpofed  to 
praife  God,  for  the  benefits  he  confers  upon  your 
neighbours  and  acquaintances,  is  a  happy  attainment, 
which  will  enable  you  to  participate  in  the  bleffings 
they  receive.  In  this  manner  you  may  enjoy  all  the 
favours,  deliverances,  and  comforts,  bellowed  upon 
thofe  in  whofe  gifts,  graces,  and  privileges,  you  cor- 
dially rejoice j  and  have  your  happinefs  increafed  not 
only  by  your  own  mercies,  but  by  thofe  conferred 
upon  them  who  are  around  you.  In  this  manner  you 
may  haften  the  completion  of  this  predi&ion  ;  which, 
in  fome  meafure,  was  fulfilled  after  the  Babylonifh 
captivity,  according  to  the  word  of  the  Lord  which 
came  to  the  prophet  Ezekiel,  faying,  *  Take  thee  one 
c  (lick,  for  Judah  ;  and  another,  for  Ephraim  :  and 

*  join  them  together  into  one  flick,  and  they  fhall 

*  become  one  in  thine  hand. — And  fay  unto  them, 
c  Thus -faith  the  Lord  God,  Behold,  I  will  take  the 
c  children  of  Ifrael  from  among  the  Heathen  whither 

*  they  be  gone,  and  will  gather  them  on  every  fide, 

*  and  bring  them  into  their  own  land.  And  I  will 
4  make  them  one  nation  in  the  land  upon  the  moun- 

*  tains  of  Ifrael,  and  one  king  fhall  be  king  to  them 

*  all :  and  they  fhall  be  no  more  two  nations,  neither 

*  Prov.  xxiii.  17, 

*  fhall 
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*  fliall  they  be  divided  into  two  kingdoms  any  more 
4  at  all  V  When  God  doth  this,  the  ground  of  en- 
vy is  removed.  To  a  future  period,  however,  the 
predi&ion  (till  looks  forward,  of  which  we  ought  to 
entertain  the  pleafing  profped ;  when  all  the  Ifrael  of 
God  being  intimately  united  into  one  body,  under 
Jefus  Chrift  their  common  Head,  in  whom  there  is  no 
diftin&ion  of  Jew  or  Gentile,  all  national  differences 
fliall  fubfide,  and  the  mod  delightful  unanimity 
and  concord  (hall  reign  throughout  the  kingdom  of 
Cod. 

14  But  they  fhall  fly  upon  the  flioulders  of 
the  Philiftines  toward  the  weft,  they  fhall  fpoil 
them  of  the  eaft  together :  they  (hall  lay  their 
hand  ijpon  Edom  and  Moab,  and  the  children 
of  AmmoD  (hall  ctb^y  them, 

The  remaining  enemies  of  Jefus  Chrift  and  his 
kingdom,  (hall,  according  to  this  predi&ion,  become 
fubfervient  in  promoting  the  interefts  of  his  church. 
The  Philiftines,  who  yrere  anciently  the  inveterate 
foes  of  Ifrael,  inhabited  the  country  which  lay  to 
the  weftward  of  the  Ijind  of  Canaan.  Ephraim  and 
Judah,  having  dropt  their  fanner  animofuies,  and  be- 
ing united  into  one  people,  fhould,  with  the  affiftance 
of  the  Philiftines,  flee  fpeedily  toward  the  weft,  where 
their  influence  was  to  extend  with  great  rapidity.  The 
expreflion  ufed  by  the  prophet,  intimates,  that,  in  the 
execution  of  their  benevolent  defign,  of  enlarging  }he 
boundaries  of  the  kingdom  of  their  common  Lord* 
they  (hould  receive  friendly  aid  from  thofe  who  were 
once  their  greateft  adverfaries. — . — They  Jhall  fpoil 
them  of  the  eajl  together.  The  people  who  inhabit- 
ed the  countries  fituated  to  the  eaftward  of  Canaan 
are  here  intended;  the  Syrians,  the  Arabians,  the 
^malekites,  and  others,  who,  in  times  of  old,  were 

*  Ezek.  xxx vli.  ij.  etfea. 

Ukewife 
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likewife  the  bitter  enemies  of  Ifrael.  Thefe  children 
of  the  eaft,  as  they  are  called,  fliould  be  deprived  of 
the  honour  and  renown  which  they  once  pofiefted,  of 
the  vaunted  (kill  and  fortitude  which  they  employed 

againft  the  peculiar  people  of  God. Theyjhall  lay 

their  hand  upon  Edam  and  Moab*  Efau,  who  was  alfo 
called  Edom,  was  the  elder  brother  of  Jacob,  and  the 
father  of  the  Edomites,  who  were  almoft  continually 
in  a  (late  of  hoftility  with  the  children  of  Ifrael.  Moab 
was  the  name  of  Lot's  cldeft  daughter's  fen,  and  the 
father  of  a  numerous  people,  called  Moabites,  who 
were  often  at  war  with  the  Ifraelites.  Upon  both 
thefe  people  it  is  here  foretold,  that  Ifrael  and  Judafr 
{hall  lay  their  hand  with  fuch  Ikill  and  force,  and  fo 
exert  their  ftrepgth  and  influence,  as  to  bring  them 

under  their  fubje&ion. And  the  children  of  Amman 

jhall  obey  them.  This  people,  who  were  the  pofterity 
of  Benammi,  the  fon  of  Lot's  younger  daughter,  often 
joined  in  confederacy  with  other  nations  againft  the 
inhabitants  of  Canaan,  and  proved  a  very  powerful 
foe,  by  whom  they  were  from  time  to  time  greatly 
diftrefled.  Thefe  Ammonites  were  to  be  reduced  to 
a  (late  of  fubjeftion  to  Ifrael  and  jUdah,  whofe  autho- 
rity they  were  to  acknowledge,  and  to  whofe  com- 
mands they  fhould  yield  obedience.— -The  fentiment 
contained  in  the  various  expreffioris  ufed  in  this  verfe, 
imports,  if  I  miftake  not,  that  the  feveral  nations  now 
mentioned,  fituated  in  the  vicinity  of  Judea,  fhould 
fubmit  to  the  kingdom  of  Ifrael  and  Judah,  when 
converted  to  Jefus  Chrift  by  the  miniftry  of  the  gof-* 
pel ;  in  confequence  whereof,  the  kingdom  of  Satan, 
which  had  been  long  eftablifhed  among  them,  fhould 
be  overturned,  and  in  its  room  the  kingdom  of  the 
Son  of  God  fhould  be  e reded.  Accordingly,  after  the 
return  of  the  Jews  from  captivity  in  Babylon,  in  the 
times  of  the  Maccabees,  the  inhabitants  of  Judea  re- 
duced the  remains  of  the  nations  here  fpecified  into 
their  fubje&ion.  In  their  conquefts,  we  behold  a  live- 
ly image  of  the  progrefs  of  thev  kingdom  of  Jefus 

Chrift, 
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Chrift,  of  its  extenfion  over  rtiany  peoples  and  nations, 
and  of  the  glorious  fuccefs  and  complete  triumph  with 
which  the  gofpel  (hall  be  accompanied,  at  the  happy 
period  in  which  this  prophecy  (hall  receive  its  full  ac- 
compliftiment.  That  we  may  participate  in  the  felicity 
of  the  Redeemer's  fubjefis,  let  us  unite  our  Amplica- 
tions, that  he  may  gird  his  fword  upon  his  thigh  with 
his  glor|  and  his  majefty ;  and  in  his  majefty  ride  pro 
fperouily*  becaufe  of  truth)  meeknefs,  and  righteouf- 
nefs :  and  let  us  cheerfully  fubmit  to  his  divine  au- 
thority, and  gracious  adminiftration,  whofe  empire 
(hall  yet  extend  over  all  the  earth. 

i  f  And  the  Lord  fliall  utterly  deftroy  the 
tongue  of  the  Egyptian  fea,  and  vrith  his  mighty 
wind  (hall  he  (hake  his  hand  over  the  river,  and 
fhall  fmite  it  in  the  feven  dreams,  and  make 
men  go  over  dry-fhod. 

In  this  and  the  following  verfe,  the  abolition  of  the 
Egyptian  and  Afiyrian  power  is  foretold,  in  order  to 
remove  every  obftruttion  that  might  retard  the  pro- 
grefs  of  the  gofpel,  and  the  advancement  of  the  Mef- 
fiah's  kingdom.— —By  the  tongue  of  the  Egyptian 
fea  may  be  meant,  the  narrow  gulf  of  the  Red  fca, 
which  extended  in  the  form  of  a  tongue  at  the  extre* 
mity,  toward  the  fea-coaft ;  and  might  be  called  the 
Egyptian  fea,  as  it  formed  the  boundary  of  Egypt 
toward  the  eaft.  This  tongue  the  Lord  declares, 
by  our  prophet,  that  he  would  utterly  deftroy.  The 
word  here  ufed,  fignifies,  to  deprive  any  thing  of 
its  formerufefulnefs,  fo  as  to  render  it  unfit  for  the 
purpofes  to  which  it  was  applied.  When,  therefore, 
it  is  foretold,  that  the  tongue  of  the  Egyptian  fea 
(hould  be  utterly  deftroyed,  the  expreffion  imports, 
that  it  (hall  ceafe  to  be  fubfervient  in  promoting  the 
defigns  of  the  Egyptians,  as  in  times  pad,  and  no 
longer  fupply  them  with  thofe  conveniencies  which  it 
had  afforded  them.  The  Almighty,  by  fome  remark- 
able 
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able  interpolation  of  his  divine  providence,  would  ren- 
der this  bay  of  the  fea  altogether  improper  for  ferving 
the  purpofes  for  which  it  had  been  employed.  Our 
prophet  frequently*  foretels  the  great  revolutions  that 
God  was  to  accomplish  in  the  date  of  the  world,  and 
the  church,  in  metaphorical  language,  borrowed  from 
the  moil  extraordinary  conceivable  changes  on  things 
vifible ;  fuch  as  the  removal  of  great  obftacles,  by  the 
levelling  of  mountains,  and  the  drying  up  of  waters. 
Viewing  the  tongue  of  the  Egyptian  fea  as  forming  a 
confiderable  part  of  the  ftrength  of  Egypt,  and  one  of 
its  chief  defences,  the  deftruction  of  its  power  is  intend- 
ed in  this  figurative  predi&ion*.  Though  I  may  not 
be  able  exa&ly  to  point  out  the  literal  fulfilment  of 
this  prophecy,  commentators  being  greatly  divided  in 
opinion  as  to  this  matter,  there  cannot  remain  a  doubt 
with  Chriftians,  however  deficient  their  information; 
and  various  their  fentiments,  that  it  hath  received  its 
accomplifhment.  Prior  to  the  collection  of  Jews  and 
Gentiles  into  the  kingdom  of  Jefus  Chrift,  the  Mod 
High,  by  fome  remarkable  providences*  abridged  the 
power  of  Egypt,  altered  her  boundaries,  and  dimt- 
nifhed  her  influence,  that  he  might  open  a  way  for 
the  minifters  of  his  gofpel,  and  give  free  courfe  to  the 
word  of  his  grace.  In  confequence  whereof,  his 
people,  who  were  difperfed!  through  that  country, 
abandoning  their  former  idolatry  and  fuperftition, 
fubje&ed  themfelves  to  the  Meffiah's  fceptre  of  righ- 
teoufnefs }  and  every  obftacle  was  removed  that 
might  prevent  the  fpread  and  fuccefs  of  the  everjaft- 
ing  gofpel  in  that  quarter. 

And  with  his  mighty  wind  /ball  he  /hake  his  hand 
over  the  river,  and /hall /mite  it  in  the  /even  Jlreams9 
and  make  men  go  over  dry/hod.  Ths  river  here  intend- 
ed, feems  to  be  the  great  river  Euphrates,  which 
formed  one  of  the  boundaries  of  the  land  which  the 
Lord  gave  for  a  poffelTion  tathepofterity  of  Abraham. 
In  the  old  Teftament,  it  is  fometimes  called  the  River, 
by  way  of  eminence,  though  its  name  is  not  mention- 

4  T  ed : 
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ed:  '  I  will  fet  (faid  God  to  the  Ifraelites)  thy  bounds 

*  from  the  Red  fea  even  unto  the  fea  of  the  Philif- 
c  tines,  and  from  the  defert  unto  the  river*/  That 
this  river  is  meant  by  our  prophet,  is  pretty  cer- 
tain, from  the  defign  that  God  had  in  view  in  fhaking 
his  hand  over  it ;  namely,  that  there  might  be  a  high- 
way for  the  remnant  of  his  people,  which  (hall  be  left 
from  Affyria.  In  the  expreffion  before  us,  there  feems 
to  be  an  obvious  allufion  to  the  wonderful  work  of 
God,  of  which  you  read,  Exod.  xiv*  21,  22.  *  And 
'  Moles  ftretched  out  his  hand  over  the  fea,  and  the 

*  Lord  caufed  the  fea  to  go  back  by  a  ftrong  eaft- 
'  wind  all  that  night,  and  made  the  fea  dry-land,  and 
4  the  waters  were  divided.   And  the  children  of  lfrael 

*  went  into  the  midft  of  the  fea  upon  the  dry  ground ; 
c  and  the  waters  were  a  wall  unto  them  on  the  right 

*  hand,  and  on  their  left/  A  fimilar  work  was  to  be 
performed  by  the  Almighty,  as  the  accompli  foment  of 
this  prophecy,  that  thereby  a  high- way  might  be  pre- 
pared, fuch  as  was  anciently  made  for  the  Israelites  to 
go  from  Egypt  to  the  land  of  Canaan,  by  which  the 
remnant  of  God's  people  fhould  pafs  from  AfTyria  in- 
to Judea.  For  this  purpofe  the  Lord  declares,  that 
he  would  fmite  the  river  in  its  feven  ftreams.  By  the 
exertion  of  his  omnipotent  arm,  by  the  powerful  in- 
fluence of  his  holy  Spirit,  \Vhich  is  fometimes  repre- 
sented as  a  mighty,  wind,  he  would  either  dry  up,  or 
give  a  different  direftion  to  the  feven  ftreams,  which, 
being  united,  formed  this  great  river ;  or,  he  would 
divide  its  waters  into  feven  ftreams  or  channels ;  and, 
in  one  or  other  of  thefe  v.  ays,  open  an  eafy  paflage, 
whereby  his  difperfed  people  might  return  to  their 

own  land. This  prediction  was  literally  fulfilled, 

when  Cyrus,  whofe  right  hand  God  lengthened,  by 
foiming  a  large  canal,  through  which  the  waters  of 
the  Euphrates  were  conveyed  away  from  the  channel 
of  the  river,  fo  that  people  might  pafs  over  dry- 

*  Exod.  xxiii.  31.     See  alfo.Geo.  xxxi.  21. 

(hod. 
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(hod.  This  great  work,  among  others,  paved  the 
way  for  the  return  of  the  refidue  of  God's  people 
from  Affyria  into  their  own  country.  It  was  far- 
ther accomplifhed,  by  the  removal  of  thofe  impe- 
diments which  obftru&ed  the  fpread  and  fuccefs  of 
the  gofpel,  and  the  gathering  into  the  kingdom  of 
Jefus  Chrift  the  remnant  of  God's  people  frQm  their 
wide  difperfions. 

16  And  there  (hall  be  an  high-way  for  the 
remnaht  of  his  people,  which  fhall  be  left  from 
Affyria,  like  as  it  was  to  Ifrael  in  the  day  that 
he  came  up  out  of  the  land  of  Egypt. 

Thefe  words  plainly  exprefs  the  purpofe  intend- 
ed to  be  accompliihed  by  the  predictions  contained 
in  the  preceding  verfes,  and  jeprefent  what  ihould  be 
the  happy  effeft  of  thefe  wonderful  interpofitions  of  di- 
vine providence.— —A  way  (hould  be  opened  for  the 
remnant  of  God's  people,  of  fuch  eafy  accefs,  fo  pa- 
tent, and  fo  much  frequented,  that  it  might  juftly  be 
called  a  high-way.  Every  obftacle  that  prevented 
their  return  from  Egypt,  and  Affyria,  was  to  be  re- 
moved by  divine  power :  mountains  Ihould  be  level- 
led, valleys  filled,  and  rivers  dried  up,  to  afford  the 
people  agreeable  opportunity  of  joining  themfelves 
to  the  church  of  Jefus  Chrift,  and  enjoying  the 
ineftimable  bleffings  of  his  kingdom.  The  deliver- 
ance to  be  wrought  for  them,  fhould  refemble  that 
of  Ifrael  in  the  day  he  came  up  out  of  the  land 
of  Egypt.  At  that  memorable  period,  the  Lord  their 
God  brought  them  forth  fr<3m  under  the  power  and 
oppreflion  of  the  Egyptians  with  a  ftrong  hand,  and 
a  ftretched-out  arm :  he  divided  before  them  the  wa- 
ters of  the  Red  fea,  and  the  river  Jordan :  he  led 
them  through  the  howling  wildernefs  by  a  way  that 
they  knew  not :  he  protc&ed  them  from  the  many 
dangers  to  which  they  were  expofed :  he  made  ample 
provifion  for  their  fupport ;  and  copdu&ed  them,  ac- 
cording 
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cording  to  his  promife,  to  the  enjoyment  of  a  goodly 
inheritance.  In  like  manner,  by  the  accomplishment 
of  this  prophecy,  fimilar  glorious  difplays  were  to  be 
given  of  divine  power  and  providence  in  behalf  of  his 
difperfed  people.  From  the  various  countries  where- 
in they  had  been  fcattered,  the  Almighty  would  ga- 
ther them,  and  conduft  them,  through  every  peril 
?ind  oppofition,  in  the  way  that  leads  to  the  heavenly 
and  better  country,  where  they  fhall  receive  the  com-? 
pletion  of  all  their  juft  defires,  and  of  all  the  promifes 

of  God.r To  conclude,  the  fum  of  the. prophecy 

contained  in  thefe  two  laft  verfes  Teems  to  be  (hortly 
this :  The  tongue  of  the  Egyptian  fea  is  the  kingdom 
of  Egypt ;  the  river  Euphrates  is  the  Affyrian  emr 
pire.  By  the  deftry&ioo  of  the  former,  and  fraiqng 
the  latter,  are  intended  the  remarkable  difpenfations 
of  providence,  whereby  thefe  nations,  which  were  aU 
ways  inimical  to  the  people  of  God,  were  to  be  divid- 
ed and  overthrown,  to  make  way  for  the  advance, 
ment  of  the  kingdom  of  Chrift,  and  the  gathering  in 
the  outcafts  of  LTrael  from  the  four  winds  of  Jieavem 
The  prophecy  deceived  its  accomplifhment,  when 
Auguftus  Caefar  marched  into  Egypt,  and  made  it  a 
province  of  the  Roman  empire ;— and  when  tl\e  Affy- 
rian power  was  fmitten,  divided  into  parts,  and  made 
alfo  fubjett  to  the  Romans ;  in  confequence  whereof, 
a  way  was  opened  for  extending  the  Chriftian  church 
over  the  whole  inhibited  world.  This  great  and 
benevolent  defign  the  Governor  among  the  nations 
is  ftill  carrying  forward,  by  means  or  the  various 
revolutions,  and  fucceflive  changes,  which  happen  in 
the  affairs  of  this  world.  To  promote  this  falutary 
purpofe,  let  us  unite  our  vigorous  endeavours  with 
earneft  prayers,  that  the  whole  earth  may  be  filled 
with  the  Redeemer's  glory.    Aqaep,  and  amen. 


PREUMI. 


C    7°3    ] 


PRELIMINARY  OBSERVATIONS. 

IN  the  foregoing  chapter,  the  prophet  had  delivered 
an  explicit  declaration  of  the  advent  of  the  great 
Mefiiah,  the  excellency  and  glory  of  his  government, 
the  tranquillity  and  felicity  of  his  kingdom,  and  the 
colle&ion  of  the  Jews  from  their  difperfions,.  tp  par- 
ticipate with  the  Gentiles  in  the  privileges  of  his 
church.  With  thefe  great  and  pleating  obje&s  fully 
in  his  view,  he  introduces  the  people  of  God,  united 
together  in  one  body,  celebrating  the  praifes  of  their 
great  Redeemer  in  a  triumphant  fong,  where,  in  elevat- 
ed drains,  they  extol  his  glorious  grace,  and  acknow- 
ledge his  marvellous  lovmg-kindnefs,  manifefled  in 
their  falvation.  In  this  ode  of  fupreme  and  lingular 
excellence,  variety  and  beauty  are  agreeably  united  ; 
and,  being  compofed  in  the  form  of  an  animated  ad- 
drefs  to  God  himfelf,  it  poffeffes  a  fervour  and  eleva- 
tion fuperior  to  any  thing  human.  The  fubjeft  is  in- 
comparably magnificent,  the  thoughts  are  beautifully 
fimple,  the  ftyle  truly  fublime,  the  expreffion  ftrong, 
and  the  figures  natural  and  bold.  The  facred  writer's 
obvious  defign  in  this  effufion  of  joy  and  praife,  is  to 
warm,  transport,  and  delight  the  ranfomed  of  the 
Lord ;  to  infpire  them  with  admiration  of  their  divine 
Deliverer,  and  excite  them  to  gratitude  to  their  holy 
One,  < 


CHAP.    XII. 

AND  in  that  day  thou  (halt  fay,  O  Lord,  I 
will  praife  thee :  though  thou  waft  angry 
with  me,  thine  anger  is  turned  away,  and  thou 
comfortedft  me, 

And 
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And  in  that  dayy  &c.  The  happy  period  in  which  the 
church  of  God  mould  adopt  the  words  of  this  fong,  is 
affirmed  to  be  that  memorable  day  to  which  the  preced- 
ing predi&ions  refer,  wherein  the  great  Mefliah,  the 
root  of  Jeffe,  (hall  (land  for  an  enfign  of  the  people,  to 
which  the  Gentiles  (hall  feek ; — when  the  Lord  (hall  fet 
his  hand  again  the  fecond  time,  to  recover  the  remnant 
of  his  people; — when  he  (hall  fet  up  an  enfign  for  the 
nations/  and  (hall  aflemble  the  outcafts  of  Ifrael,  and 
gather  together  the  difperfed  of  Judah  from  the  four 

corners  of  the  earth. Thefe  remarkable  prophecies 

received  a  partial  accomplifhment,  when  the  Jews, 
after  the  Babylpnifli  captivity,  fcattered  through  many 
nations,  were  invited,  by  the  apoftles  of  Jefus  Chrift, 
to  partake  of  the  fpiritual  benefits  of  his  kingdom, 
and  the  eternal  falvation  of  which  he  is  the  Author 
and  Finiflier ;— when  jews,  out  of  every  nation,  were 
called  to  repentance,  and  faith  in  'the  Son  of  God; 
and  the  gofpel  was  preached  with  glorious  fuccefs  to 
every  creature  under  heaven.  With  pleafure  we  look 
forward  to  their  farther  completion,  in  that  promifed 
glorious  period,  when  the  fulnefs  of  the  Gentiles  fhall 
come  in,  and  all  Ifrael  (hall  be  favcd.  This  day, 
then,  in  which  we  are  aflembled  to  praife  the  Lord, 
to  call  upon  his  name,  and  declare  his  doings  among 
the  people,  is  included  in  the  time  to  which  the  pro- 
phet refers,  as  the  proper  feafon  for  fingihg  this  di- 
vine poem,  in  grateful  acknowledgment  of  that  great 
falvation,  which  wc  ought  to  contemplate  as  the  won- 
derful work  of  Jehovah. 

0  Lord,  I  will  praife  thee.  The  fong  begins 
with  thankfgiving  and  praife,  the  moft  comely,  plea- 
fant,  and  joyful  exercife  of  devotion.  O  Lord,  thou 
eternal,  all-fufficient,  and  glorious  Jehovah,  a?t  infi- 
nitely worthy  of  praifes,  and  for  ever  adored  by  in- 
numerable celeftial  fpirits.  7,  in  the  ftngular  num- 
ber, is  much,  more  interefting  and  forcible  than  xve, 
in  the  plural,  would  have  been.  Whilft  every  thing 
here  is  peculiar  an<J  perfonal,  the  expreffion  feems  to 

intimate^ 
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intimate,  the  agreeable  union  of  heart  and  affe&ion 
with  which  praife  fhould  be  offered  to  God.  Every 
one  faved  by  the  Lord,  whether  Jew  or  Gentile,  re- 
flects with  joy  on  his  own  perfonal  deliverance,  and 
exults  in  the  glorious  liberty  into  which  he  is  intro- 
duced ;  and,  therefore,  each  for  himfelf,  refolves  to 
praife  the  Lord.  I  will  extol  the  divine  perfections 
of  Jehovah,  and  magnify  thofe  eternal  excellencies 
which  I  (hall  never  be  able  fufficiently  to  celebrate. 
How  confummate  that  wifdom,  which  contrived  and 
arranged  ail  the  works  of  the  Moft  High ;  which  de- 
vifed  that  aftonifhing  plan,  whereby  men  are  raifed 
from  the  ruins  of  corruption,  fin,  and  mifery,  through 
the  intervention  of  a  Mediator,  exalted  to  the  higheft 
honours,  and  inverted  in  the  poffeffion  of  immortal 
felicity  !  How  infinite  that  power,  which  created  and 
preferveth  the  world ;  which  united  the  divine  and 
human  nature  in  the  perfon  of  our  Saviour ;  which 
was  exerted  in  the  miracles  that  he  wrought ;  which 
fuftained  him  under  the  fufferings  he  endured,  ren- 
dered him  victorious  over  death,  exalted  him  to  the 
higheft  glory,  and  (till  accompanies  the  miniftry  of  the 
gofpel !  What  high  praifes  are  for  ever  due  to  that 
tender  mercy,  which  reacheth  unto  all  God's  works  ; 
which  extendeth  to  the  guilty,  perilhing  children  of 
men,  forgives  all  trefpaffes,  admits  them  into  favour, 
crowns  them  with  loving-kindnefs,  and,  by  means 
the  moft  aftoniftring,  confer^  upon  them  eternal  life ! 
/Who  can  enough  extol  that  greatnefs,  which  is  un- 
feaichable  ;  that  juftice,  which  is  indexible  ;  and  the 
beauties  of  that  holinefs,  which  is  for  ever  adored  by 
innumerable  angels,  and  all  the  fpirits  of  juft  men 
made  perfect !  Who  can  utter  the  mighty  a£ts  of  the 
Lord  !  who  can  (hew  forth  all  his  praife  !  Heaven  re- 
founds  with  his  praifes :  the  earth  is  full  of  his  glory ; 
and  in  the  congregation  of  his  faints,  the  high  praifes 
of  Gcxl  are  in  their  mouths.  Though  furrounded 
with  enemies,  though  encompaffed  with  dangers,  per- 
plexed with  difficulties,  and  diftreffed  with  fpiritual 

diftempers, 
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diftempers,  I  will  blefs  the  Lord,  for  the  falvation  of 
his  Son,  the  gofpel  of  his  grace*  the  promife  of  his  ' 
Spirit,  the  benefits  with  which  he  is  daily  loading  me, 
and  the  joyful  profpeds  he  hath  fet  before  me*  By  this 
heavenly  exercife,  I  hope  my  mind  fhall  be  diverted 
from  difquieting  thoughts,  temptations  to  fin  avoided, 
my  heart  kept  under  the  influence  of  divine  love, 
gratitude,  and  joy,  other  graces  (hall  be-  improved, 
and  comfortable  evidence  enjoyed  of  my  fincerity  and 
integrity.  Every  day,  therefore,  will  I  blefs  thee,  O 
Lord,  and  I  will  praife  thy  name  for  ever  and  ever. 

Though  thou  wajt  angry  with  me.  The  righteous 
Lqrd  is  never  difpleafed  with  any  creature,  except 
with  finners  who  have  offended  him  j  and,  therefore, 
his  anger  always  fuppofes,  that  the  perfon  with  whom 
he  is  difpleafed,  hath  been  a  tranfgreffor,  and  thus 
expofed  himfelf  to  the  wrath  of  the  Almighty.  What 
a  heart-affe&ing  acknowledgment  ought  this  to  be  to 
every  man !  The  Lord  was  angry  with  me,  for  having 
departed  from  him,  and  living  a  ftranger  to  his  love ; 
for  having  been  ungrateful  for  his  mercies,  difobe- 
dienttohis  commands,  and  indifferent  to  his  promifes 
and  threatenings.  Had  it  been  the  anger  of  man, 
though  the  greateft  earthly  prince,  it  had  been  com- 
paratively fmall.  The  wrath  of  a  king  is  much  to  be 
dreaded,  efpecially  of  an  abfolute  monarch,  who  hath 
the  lives  and  properties  of  his  fubje&s  at  his  difpofal : 
4  It  is  as  the  roaring  of  a  lion  (faith  the  wife  man)  : 
c  whofo  provoketh  him  to  anger,  finneth  againft  his 
*  own  foul/  Prov.  xx.  2.  The  mightieft  potentates 
on  earth,  clothed  with  majefty,  and  arrayed  with  ter- 
rors, are  but  feeble  worms  of  the  duft,  who  can  do 
but  little,  even  when  mod  enraged.  Before  God,  they 
are  nothing  ;  yea,  lefs  than  nothing,  and  vanity.  How 
dreadful  mull  be  the  anger  of  the  King  of  kings,  of 
whofe  wrath  none  knoweth  the  power !  How  terrible 
the  revelations  he  hath  given  of  it  from  heaven,  againft 
all  unrighteoufnefs  and  ungodlinefs  of  men !  How  aw- 
ful then  beyond  description  fhall  it  appear,  when  he 

will 
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*  will  come  with  fire,  and  with  his  chariots  like  a 

*  whirlwind,  to  render  his  anger  with  fury,  and  his 
4  rebukes  with  flames  of  fireV  Did  upright  Job 
earneftly  requeft,  that  God  would  hide  him  in  the 
grave,  and  keep  him  fecret  until  his  wrath  be  pad  ? 
Did  M ofes  require  to  be  hid  in  the  clift  of  the  rock, 
while  the  glory  of  the  Lord  was  revealed  ?  Did  they 
whofe  hearts  were  tender,  tremble  at  the  denuncia- 
tions of  this  wrath  ?  were  their  fouls  filled  with 
trouble?  did  their  ear$  tingle?  did  their  lips  quiver, 
and  rottennefs  enter  into  their  bones  ?  for  fear  of  the 
Lord,  and  the  glory  of  his  majefty,  did  they  enter  into 
the  holes  of  the  rocks,  and  caves  of  the  earth.  How 
dreadful  then  beyond  rtieafure  mud  be  the  fiercenefs 
and  wrath  of  almighty  God !  How  (hall  finners  en- 
dure, when  God  fpeaketh  to  them  in  wrath,  and  vex- 
eth  them  in  his  hot  difpleafurc.  Whofe  hands  can  be 
ftropg,  or  whofe  hearts  endure,  when  thefe  awful 
words  of  God  (hall  be  accomplifhed :  '  I  will  tread 
€  them  in  mine  anger,  and  trample  them  in  my  fury, 

*  and  their  blood  (hall  be  fprinkled  upon  my  gar- 

*  ments,  and  I  will  (lain  all  my  raiment  f .'  Were  we 
fcnfible  as  we  ought,  that  the  mod  high  God  was 
thus  angry  with  us,  with  what  raptures  of  gratitude 
andjoy  would  we  praife  the  Lord,  and  fay, 

Toine  anger  is  turned  away.  Thefe  words  plainly 
intimate,  the  pleafing  confcioufnefs  of  a  happy  deliver- 
ance from  guilt,  and  obnoxioufnefs  to  punifhment, 
with  consequent  freedom  from  the  terrible  eflfe&s  of 
the  divine  difpleafurc  They  alfo  import,  the  defirable 
enjoyment  of  thofe  fatisfying  proofs  of  the  favour  and 
loving-kindnefs  of  the  Lord,  from  whence  the  mind 
can  juftly  infer  the  truth  contained  in  this  grateful 
acknowledgment;  fuch  as  the  bleflednefs  refulting 
from  forgivenefs  of  fins  ;  fear  of  offending  God ;  in- 
dignation againft  every  fpecies  of  iniquity ;  the  fpirit 
of  love,  the  law  of  God,  and  the  hope  of  glory,  occu- 

*  Ifaidh  lxvi.  15.  f  Ifaiah  lxiii.  3. 

pying 
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.pying  the  heart,  and  uniformly  operating  upon  the 
whole  temper  and  conduct.  The  pofleffioft  of  this 
ineftimable  privilege,  thjus  demonftrated,  juftly  af* 
fords,  in  every  view,  the  moft  ample  ground  of  praifc 
and  thankfgiving,  which  will  be  expreffed  by  every 
one  participating  in  this  felicity,  in  fuch  language  as 
the  following :  Thine  anger  is  turned  away ;  .who 
when  thou  looked  on  the  earth,  it  tr  enable  th  ;  when 
thou  toucheth  the  hills,  they  fmoke :  the  effedts  of 
thine  anger  are  terrible,  deftructive5  and  everlafting. 
The  expreffions  of  thine  awful  difpleafure  .are  now 
averted,  and  thou  afteft  toward  me  in  a  manner 
very  different  from  that  which  I  experienced  when 
thou  waft  aiigry  with  me.  The  tokens  of  thy  wrath, 
whi^h  thou  ihewedft  me  in  time  pail,  are  now  happily 
exchanged  for  the  moft  agreeable  pledges  of  thy  love. 
Thine  anger,  compared  in  thy  word  to  thunder  and 
lightning,  from  which  I  had  juft  reafon  to  dread  ever- 
1  a  fling  deftru&ion,  bur  ft  upon  his  head  whom  thou 
conftituted  our  Mediator,  and  fet  forth  to  be  the  pro- 
pitiation for  our  fins.  When  thy  wrath,  like  a  mighty 
torrent,  rolled  toward  man  with  irrefiftible  force, 
ready  to  overwhelm  him  in  the  boundlefs  abyfs  of  mi* 
fery  and  wo,  thou,  in  thy  wbnderful  grace,  raifed  up 
a  mighty  One,  who  kindly  interpofed  in  our  behalf, 
turned  away  thine  anger,  and  caufed  it  to  ceafe.  I 
contemplate  him  with  admiration  and  gratitude, 
drinking  of  the  brook  in  the  way,  bearing  the  re- 
proach and  rage  of  men,  fuftaining  the  attacks  of  the 
powers  of  darknefs,  enduring  the  curfe  of  the  law, 
pouring  out  his  precious  blood  upon  the  earth,  and 
laying  down  his  facred  life,  to  deliver  men  from  the 
wrath  to  come. 

And  thou  comforted/l  me.  What  admirable  conde- 
icenfion,  what  unfpeakable  love,  what  tender  compaf- 
fion,  doth  God  manifeft,  in  communicating  divine 
confolations  into  the  hearts  of  his  people !  Perfon* 
may  be  liberated  from  flavery,  by  the  arm  of  power; 
they  may  be  refcued  from,  opprefiion,  by  the  exercife 

of 
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of  juftice;  they  may  be  relieved  from  want,  by  the  hand 
of  bounty :  but  to  pour  reviving  confolation  into  the 
deje&ed  mind,  is  the  kind  office  of  pure  affe&ion  and 
pity.  God  promifcd  of  old  to  his  church,  by  our 
prophet,  4  That  as  one  whom  his  mother  comfoftcth^ 

*  fo  will  I  comfort  you :  and  ye  (hall  be  comforted 

*  in  JerufalemV  By  this  beautiful  fimilitude,  God 
is  pleafed  to  reprefent  the  endearing  manner  in  which 
he  performs  the  blefTed  work  here  thankfully  acknow- 
ledged. One  whom  a  tender-hearted  mother  com*- 
forteth,  is  fuppofed  to  be  in  diftrefe  and  deje&ion, 
under  which  the  kind  parent  is  Jblicitous  to  admini- 
ster relief.  How  manifold  the  fears,  the  afili&ions, 
the  forrows,  and  difcouragements,  to  which  the  people 
of  God,  from  various  caufes,  afe  obnoxious  in  this 
prefent  world.  Juftly  may  the  man  of  God  often  fay, 
How  weak  hath  been  my  faith !  how  many  have  been 
my  fears !  how  powerful  my  temptations !  how  ftrong 
my  corruptions!  how  innumerable  the  defponden- 
cies  wherewith  I  have  been  pppreffed  and  difturb- 
ed«!  Amidft  all  the  bitternefs  and  uneafinefs  to 
which  thefe  things  have  given  rife,  thou,  Lord, 
haft  reftored  comforts  to  me:  thou  haft  revived 
my  enfeebled  mind, '  and  conveyed  refrelbment  to 
my  foul,  by  the  facred  influence  of  thy  Spirit,  giving 
me  an  agreeable  fenfe  of  thy  mercy,  ^the  gracious  af- 
furance  of  thy^favour,  and  the  precious  faith  of  thy 
elect,  whereby  I  have  joy  and  peace  in  believing  thy 
exceeding  great  «and  precious  promifes,  which  contain 
the  mod  enriching  bleflings,  to  be  enjoyed  in  due  fea* 
fon.  If  the  favours  that  God  bellows' upon  innocent 
creatures,  who  never  offended  him,  excite  their  gra- 
titude and  praife,  are  not  our  obligations  greatly  in- 
creased ?  and  are  not  we  bound,  by  many  additional 
tiesj  to  praife  the  Lord,  who  extends  his  confolations 
50  us,  who  deferved  his  wrath,  and  arc  utterly  un* 
\vorthy  of  the  fmalleft  mercy  ? 


*   I  fa  1  ah  Ixvi.  13. 


Eehokl* 
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2  Behold,  God  is  my  falvation  :  I  will  truft, 
and  not  be  afraid  ;  for  the  Lord  Jehovah  is 
my  ftrength  and  my  long,  he  alio  is  become  my 
falvation.  * 

The  prophet,  in  name  of  the  church,  having  de- 
clared his  refolution  to  praife  the  Lord,  and  the 
grounds  on  which  his  determination  refted,  exults  in 
his  intimate  relation  to  God,  as  a  permanent  fource 

of  confidence,  gratitude,  and  joy. Man,  in  his  pre- 

fent  (late,  is  expofed  to  innumerable  evils,  dangers, 
and  miferies,  of  various  kinds.  Of  all  the  deliver- 
ances he  enjoys,  God  is  the  Author,  who  works  ma- 
nifold falvations  in  all  the  earth.  Creatures  may  be 
the  inftruments  of  their  conveyance ;  but  God  is  the 
fpring  from  whence  they  all  proceed.  The  phyfician 
may  be  the  mean  of  reftoring  to  health  ;  but  it  is  God 
who  performs  the  cure.  The  counsellor  may  give 
good  advice ;  but  it  is  God  who  guides  by  his  coun- 
sel, and  conduds  to  glory.  Soldiers  may  light  our 
battles ;  but  it  is  God  who  crowns  them  with  viflory. 
Friends  may  try  to  affift,  relieve,  and  comfort  us ;  but 
their  fuccefs  depends  entirely  upon  God.  From  pro» 
vidences  and  ordinances  we  may  derive  much  bene* 
fi{ ;  but,  for  this  purpofe,  it  is  abfolutely  requifite, 
that  they  be  accompanied  with  the  divine  blefling. 
In  this  manner  we  are  taught,  that  falvation  is  of  the 
Lord,  when  his  blefliiig  is  upon  his  people ;  that  tern* 
poral  as  well  as  eternal  falvation  proceed  from  the 
fame  love,  and  the  fame  Saviour ;  and  that  in  the  for- 
mer there  is  a  lively  rcprefentation  of  the  latter, 
which  feems  here  chiefly  intended.- — r— God  is  my 
falvation,  faith  the  redeemed  of  the' Lord :  he  delivers 
me  from  the  guilt,  the  power,  and  the  pollution  of 
fin ;  from  the  wrath  of  God,  and  everlafting  deftmc- 
tion ;  and  confers  upon  me  abundance  of  grace,  ever- 
lafting righteoufnefs,  and  eternal  life.  He  removes 
every  obftacle  that  lies  in  the  way  of  falvation :  he 
defeats  the  hoftile  attempts  of  every  enemy  that  would 

oppofe 
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oppofe  it :  he  gives  an  indefeafible  right  to  its  enjoy- 
ment ;  and  affords  the  fure  earnefts  of  it,  in  grace, 
peace,  and  confolation,  as  an  infallible  affurance  of 
its  full  enjoyment  in  due  feafon.  Manifold  were  the 
benefits,  the  faviours,  and  deliverances,  that  God  con- 
ferred upon  the  church  under  the  Old  Tcftament : 
but  thefe  were  only  types  of  the  far  more  glorious 
falvation  which  is  in  God  himfelf.  The  Lord  Jeho- 
vah hath  refcued  me,  with  innumerable  multitudes, 
from  the  molt  cruel  tyranny,  and  endlefs  perdition,  to 
form  my  degenerate  mind  tp  the  nobleft  fentiments, 
and  (noil  exalted  pleafures ;  to  bring  m^  into  glorious 
liberty,  and  to  elevate  me  to  the  highejt  honours  and 
felicity.  Though  rocks  fhould  moulder  into  duft, 
though  mountains  be  removed  out  of  their  place, 
though  the  fun  grow  dim  with  age,  and  all  the  lumi- 
naries of  heaven  be  extinguished,  in  this  will  I  exult 
pnd  triumph,  God  is  my  falvation. 

J  will  trujl9  and  not  be  afraid.  Truft  is  that  excel- 
lent difpofition  of  mind,  excited  by  the  Holy  Spirit, 
which  confifts  in  the  lively  exercife  of  faith  and  hope, 
fortifying  the  foul  againft  all  oppofition  and  danger, 
and  producing  holy  ferenity,  and  undaunted  confi- 
dence. It  arifes  from  juft  apprehenfions  of  the  dis- 
coveries which  God  hath  been  pleafed  to  afford  of 
himfelf,  and  fuch  a  firm  perfuafion  of  his  power  and 
faithfulnefs  as  fupports  the  mind,  and  poffefies  it  of 
facred  compofure,  and  joy  in  God.  It  is  not  an  ill- 
founded  prefumption  upon  the  divine  goodnefs,  nor 
a  delufive  hope  of  the  divine  favour  and  protection : 
it  is  not  to  blefs  one's  felf  in  heart,  and  to  fay,  I  (hall 
have  peace,  though  I  walk  after  the  imagination  of 
an  evil  heart.  This  is  not  to  truft  in  the  Lord,  but 
in  lying  vanity.  To  truft,  in  the  fenfe  here  intended, 
is  firmly  to  rely  on  the  kindnefs  of  divine  providence, 
for  all  neceflary  provifion,  protection,  and  deliverance : 
it  is  to  place  an  unfhaken  dependence  upon  his  faith- 
ful promifes,  for  whom  it  is  impoflible  to  lie,  that  he 
will  accomplifii  them  in  duefeafpn:  it  is  to  repofa 

*  ourfclvcs, 


7i2  LECTURES  on  the        Chap.XIL 

ourfelves,  and  all  our  concerns,  on  his  infinite  good* 
nefs  and  love,  who  will  give  grace  and  glory,  and 
every  good  thing :  it  is  to  confide  in  his  omnipotence, 
whole  almighty  arm  ftretched  out  the  heavens  as  a 
curtain,  and  laid  the  foundations  of  the  earth.  It  is 
to  look  to  our  Maker,  and  have  refpeft  to  the  Holy 
On*  of  Ifrael ;  to  lean  upon  him  as  our  beloved  ;  to 
caft  our  burden  upon  the  Lord,  when  it  is  too  heavy 
for  us  to  bear;  to  ftay  upon  the  Lord  our  God, 
when  unable  to  fuftain  the  oppreffive  weight  that 
would  crafh  our  fpirits;  and  when  we  know  not 
where  to  lay  our  heads  for  reft,  to  dwell  in  the  fecret 
place  of  the  Moft  High,  In  one  word,  to  truft,  is 
confidently  to  rely  on  Jehovah,  for  the  prevention  and 
removal  of  every  evil,  for  continuing  and  beftowing 
all  that  is  good,  fo  as  to  have  the  mind  elevated  above 
difmaying  fears,  perplexing  doubts,  and  embarrafEng 

difcouragements. It  is  therefore  added,  And  not  be 

afraid.  No  creature,  however  formidable,  no  event, 
however  terrifying  its  appearance,  need  alarm  him 
that  trufteth  in  the  Lord,  *  Who  art  thou,  that  thou 
'  fhouldeft  be  afraid  of  a  man  that  fhall  die,  and  of  the 
'  fon  of  man  that  fhall  be  made  as  gr^fs,  and  forget* 

*  teft  the  Lord  thy  Maker  #  ?'  Why  fhould  you  be 
afraid  of  the  powers  of  darknefs  ?  *  Though  an  hoft 
'  fhould  encamp  againft  you,  your  heart  fhould  not 
'  fear :  though  war  fhould  rife  againfl  you,  in  this 

*  fhould  you  be  confident.  The  Lord  is  my  light, 
'  and  my  falvation,  whom  fhall  I  fear  ?  The  Lord  is 

*  the  ftrength  of  my  life,  of  whom  fhall  I  be  afraid  f  / 
Why  fhould  you  be  afraid  of  approaching  calamities^ 
like  the  timorous  among  the  children  of  men,  who 
are  often  poor,  for  fear  of  poverty ;  who  refufe  to 
part  with  any  thing,  left  they  fhould  lofe  all ;  who 
are  diftreffed,  for  fear  of  diftreffes  \  and  fometimes 
die,  for  fear  of  dying,  BlefTed  is  the  man  whofe  heart 
is  fixed,  truft ing  in  the  Lord :  he  is  not  afraid  of  evil 

t  I&iah  U.  12,  13.  f  Pfal.  xxrii.  x.  3., 
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tidings,  of  powerful  enemies,  of  furrounding  dangers, 
of  defolating  judgments,  which  are  all  under  the  di- 
rection and  control  of  that  mighty  Lord,  in  whom  he 
hath  wifely  placed  all  his  confidence.— —The  fure 
ground  of  this  truft  and  confidence  is  next  mention- 
ed: 

For  the  Lord  Jehovah  is  myjirength  and  tnyfong,  he 
alfo  is  become  my  falvation.  Theie  words  compofed 
part  of  that  fong  of  triumph  which  Mofes,  and  the 
children  of  Ifrael,  fung  in  that  magnificent  concert 
which  they  performed  on  the  fea-fhore,  in  the  day 
that  the  Lord  faved  them  out  of  the  hands  of  the 
Egyptians.  They  were  afterward  adopted  by  the 
king  of  Ifrael  into  the  grateful  hymn  of  praife  which 
he  fung  with  his  people,  when  he  offered  to  God  the 
facrifice  of  thankfgiving,  for  a  glorious  victory  he  ob- 
tained over  his  enemies.  They  are  here  a  third  time 
introduced,  and  engroffed  into  this  facred  ode,  in 
which  the  church  of  God  celebrates  his  praifes,  for  a 
far  more  glorious  falvation  than  either  Ifrael  or  David 

commemorated. »The  Lord  is  my  ftrength,  faith 

every  one  of  God's  fpiritual  Ifrael,  who  fupports  me 
under  the  bodily  infirmities  wherewith  I  am  diftrefled; 
-who  ftrengthens  me  with  all  might  in  the  inner  man, 
and  invigorates  all  the  powers  of  my  foul  for  his 
fervice.  He  is  the  ftrength  of  my  underftanding^ 
whereby  I  difcern  and  acknowledge  the  great  myfte- 
ries  of  falvation,  and  am  enabled  to  perceive  the  way 
in  which  I  ought  to  go.  He  is  the  ftrength  of  my 
heart,  of  which  he  takes  the  direction,  working  in  me 
to  will  and  to  do  of  his  good  pleafure ;  giving  the 
willing  mind,  which  makes  his  work  go  forward  with 
alacrity  and  cheerfulnefs.  He  is  the  ftrength  Qf  my 
affe&ions,  which  he  preferves  from  becoming  languid 
and  feeble,  and  fixes  them  upon  the  proper  objeQs 
on  which  they  ought  to  terminate.  He  is  the  ftrength 
of  .my  graces,  who  eftablifteth  my  faith,  enliveneth 
my  love,  animateth  my  hope  and  patience ;  who 
enableth  me  to  refill  my  fpiritual  enemies,  to  vanquiih 
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temptations,  to  mortify  corruptions,  to  perform  du^ 
ties,  to  faftain  affli&ions,  and  to  furmount  all  the  ob- 
ftacles  that  lie  in  the  way  to  the  kingdom  of  God. 
Of  all  my  ftrength,  God  is  the  Author ;  who  is 
clothed  with  ftrength,  wherewith  he  hath  girded 
hirafelf ;  and  from  whom  all  the  power  proceeds  that 

is  divided  among  the  creatures. The  Lord  is  alfo 

fttyfong.  His  high  characters,  his  divine  perfections* 
his  wonderful  works,  and  great  falvation,  are  the  chief 
fubje&s  of  which  it  treats  ;  and  Jehovah  himfelf  is  the 
great  objefl:  whofe  praifes  I  celebrate*  No  wifdom  or 
power,  no  love  or  grace,  once  worthy  to  be  compar- 
ed to  his.  He  planned,  arranged,  and  executed  every 
thing  worthy  of  being  admired  and  extolled*  No  in- 
ftrument,  therefore,  fhall  rival  him  in  my  affe&ion, 
or  divide  with  him  the  praife  in  my  fong. — > — He  alfo 
h  become  my  falvation.  When  any  objefl:  takes  full 
poffeffion  of  the  heart,  it  views  it  on  every  fide,  and 
teturns  to  it  again  and  again,  never  weary  of  con* 
templating  it  with  admiring  wonder  and  pleafare. 

3  Therefore  with  joy  fhall  ye  draw  water  out 
of  the  wells  of  falvation. 

The  expreflions  are  evidently  figurative,  and  highly 

important,  meriting  our  ferious  attention. 1  begin 

with  endeavouring  to  difcover  what  is  meant  by  the 
wells  of  falvation.  Jefus  Chrift,  who  is  the  Author 
and  fource  of  falvation,  with  all  the  bleflings  which 
are  continually  flowing  from  his  fulnefs,  for  the  re* 
frelhment  of  needy  finners,  may  be  here  intended. 
From  him  is  derived  wifdom,  righteoufnefs,  falsifica- 
tion, and  every  thing  neceflary  to  gratify  the  juft  de- 
fires  of  them  that  love  him.  And  therefore  he  faith, 
4  If  any  man  thirft,  let  him  come  unto  me,  and 
*  drink  *  ;'  plainly  intimating,  that  he  is  the  fountain 
which  the  prophet  Zechariah  foretold  ihould  be  opcn- 

♦  John  vii.  37. 
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ed  to  the  hdufe  of  David,  and  the  inhabitants  of  Je- 
rufalem.  Though  wells  are  mentioned  in  the  plural, 
thiscircutnftance  does  not  fuggeft  a  fufficient  obje&ion 
again  (I  this  interpretation ;  but  ferves  to  (hew,  that 
the  fountain  of  falvation  i»  to  be  found  in  all  places, 
iind  that  grace  may  be, every  where  derived-  from  its 
fulnefs.  ■  By  the  wells  of  falvation  may  be  fignified, 
the  word  of  God,  comprehending  ail  the  infpired 
books  df  holy  fcripture,  publifhed  for  the  benefit  of 
the  church,  by  the  prophets,  the  apbftles  and  evan- 
gelifts,  and  chiefly  by  the  Son  of  God  himfelf.  Thi$ 
word  includes  all  the  prophecies,  the  promifes,  and 
do&riries,  refpe&ing  that  great  falvation  which  God 
hath  prepared  for  them  that  love  him,  comprehend* 
ing  remiflion  of  fin$  through  faith  in  Jefus  Chrift, 
lan&ification  through  the  Holy  Spirit,  with  eternal 
glory. — —Or,  by  the  wells  of  falvation  may  be  meant, 
the  teachers  and  minifters  of  the  gofpel  v  b£  tf  horn  are 
conveyed,  to  thofe  who  are  defirous  of  participating 
of  divine  corifolatidns,  the  moil  neceffary  falutary 
,  truths  of  the  gofpeU  with  a'  plenitude  of  fpiritual 
bleffings,  from  the  fulnefs  of  Jefus  Chrift,  to  fupply 
all  their  neceffitieS.  The  word  of  Gcfd  is  indeed  the 
principal  mean  thereby  the  God  of  all  grace  is 
pleafed,  through  the  miniftry  of  his  fervants,  to  im- 
part to  his  people  the  ineftirilable  benefits  of  his  fal- 
vation. Similar  metaphorical  expfeffions  are  ufed  by 
writers  of  different  nations,  and  frequently  occur  even 
in  the  fcriptures  themfelves,  whete  teachers  are  com- 
pared to  fountains,  their  cjo&rine  to  water,  and  their 
fcholars  to  thofe  that  drink  for  refrelhment.— — Let 
us  approach  this  pure  and  open  fountain,  thefe  wells 
of  grate  and  falvation,  convinced  of  our  need  of  the 
ineftirnable  bleflings  which  are  there  to  be  obtained, 
that  we  may  imbibe  larger  meafures  of  divine  confola- 
tion,  acquire  new  vigour  in  the  exercife  of  grace,  and 
get  mir.holy  deftres  fully  fatisfied*  From  thefe  wells, 
Tejhall  draw  water.  The  water  fpoken  of,  mult 
likewife  be  underftood  in  a  figurative  lenfe,  denoting, 

4  X  as 
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as  it  often  does  in  fcripture,  the  gifts  and  graces  of 
the  Holy  Spirit  *  ;  fuch  as  a  clear  knowledge  of  the 
myfteries  of  the  kingdom  of  God ;  a  lively  faith  in 
the  perfeftions,  providence,  and  record  of  the  Moft 
High  ;  fupreme  love  to  the  Lord  our  God ;  tranquil- 
lity of  conscience,  arifmg  from  a  comfortable  fenfe  of 
remiffion  of  fins,  and  peace  with  God  ;  accefs  with 
confidence  to  his  throne,  the  glorious  liberty  of  his 
children ;  joy  in  the  Holy  Ghoft )  increafe  of  grace, 
and  perfeverance  in  the  good  ways  of  the  Lord.  Thefe 
valuable  bleflings  £re  poflefied  of  fimilar  properties 
with  water  ;  and  produce,  in  the  fpiritual  world,  fimi- 
lar effe&s  to  thofe  which  that  precious  fluid  does  in 

.  the  natural-  Water  is  a  necefiary  element,  deftitute 
of  which,  this  earth  would  foon  become  a  defolate 
wildernefs;  without  it,  mankind  could  not  poffibly 
fubfift.  No  lefs  neceflary  are  the  bleflings  of  the 
lioly  Spirit  to  the  new  creation,  without  which,  the 
man  of  God  could  not  exift,  nor  could  any  of  the  chil- 
dren of  men  advance  one  ftepin  the  way  of  falvation. 
Water  is  almoft  every  where  enjoyed  in  abundance, 

'  by  the  poor  as  well  as  the  rich :  creatures  of  every 
order  commonly  have  it  in  plenty,  unlefs  when  the 
fins  of  men  provoke  the  fovereign  Ruler  of  the  uni- 
verfe  to  withhold  this  ineftimable  bleflincr.  With 
equal  abundance  doth  th^  great  Lord  of  all  afford  his 
Spirit  to.his  church,  to' whom  it  is  conveyed,  *  as  floods 
'  upon  the  dry  ground/  when  fin  doth  not  prevent  its 
liberal  communication.  Watery  as  it  comes  from 
the  fountain,  is  exceeding  fine  and  tranfparent,  and 
icrves  to  wafh  away  every  kind  of  (tain  and  pollution. 
In  like  manner,  the  Spirit  of  God  is  perfe&ly  holy 
and  pure  in  himfelf;  and  he  it  is  who  cleanfes  the 
peculiar  people  of  God  from  all  unrighteoufnefs,  and 
makes  them  partakers  of  that  holinefs  which  they 
difplay  with  admirable  luftre  before  the  world.  The 
falutary  influence  of  water  is  univerfal,  diffufing  itfelf 
through  every  part  of  nature :  it  enters  into  the  food 

#  See  John  vix.  37,  3S,  39. 
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and  fuftenance  of.  man,  and  all  the  other  creatures. 
The  benign  operation  of  the  Holy  Spirit,  with  his 
gifts  and  graces,  is  univerfally  experienced  in  the  fpi- 
ritual  world :  not  a  new  creature,  the  workmanfhip 
of  God,  created  in  Chrift  Jefus,  who  doth  not  (hare 

in  their  beneficial  effe&s. There  is  alfo  a  ftriking 

refemblance  between  the  -purpofcs  to  which  water  is 
applied,  and  the  effefts  produced  by  the  Holy  Spirit. 
Water  is  ufed  to  foften  hard  fubftances  :  it  mollifies 
the  earth,  \yhen  rendered  impenetrable  by  frofts,  or 
parched  by  the  drought  of  fumnicr.  The  Holy  Spirit 
foftens  the  hard  hearts  of  men,  become  obdurate  and 
infenfible  by  being  withdrawn  from  the  influence  of 
the  Sun  of  righteoufnefs,  and  the  meliorating  power 
of  divine  grace.  Water  fructifies  the  earth  ;  and  to 
it  wc  are  indebted  for  the  beauties  which  adorn  the 
fpring,  and  the  rich  fruits  which  are  gathered  in 
harveft  to  coyer  our  tables.  The  Holy  Spirit,  by  his 
gifts  and  graces,  adorns  the  faithful  in  Chrift  Jefus 
with  the  beauties  of  holinefs,  and  renders  them  fruit- 
ful in  every  good  work,  to  the  gloVy  and  praife  of 
God. .  Once  more  :  As  water  quenches  the  thirft  of 
the  weary  traveller,  and  refreihes  him  when  his  fpirits 
and  ftrength  are  exhaufted,  fo  the  Holy  Spirit,  who 
proceeds  from  the  fountain  of  life,  gratifies  the  defires 
of  thofe  who  are  athirft  after  fpiritual  bleflings,  reftores 
their  fouls  to  health  and  vigour,  and  difpofes  them  to 
purfue  their  journey  toward  the  Zipn  that  is  above 
with  increasing  alacrity.  Other  inftances  of  refem-» 
blance  might  be  mentioned ;  but  enough  hath  been 
faid,  to  fhew  the  import  and  propriety  of  the  beauti- 
ful figure  here  employed. It  remains  to  (hew  what 

is  meant  by  the  words, 

With  joy  Jhall  ye  draw  water.  The  drawing 
fpoken  of,  muft  likewife  be  interpreted  in  a  meta-. 
phorical  fenfe.  Drawing  water  is  an  employment 
which  requires  ftrength,  labour,  and  diligence,  fa 
which  fome  means  or  inftruments  of  conveyance 
are  indifpenfably  rc^uifite.     From  thefe  and  other 

qircunu 
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circilroftances  attending  this  operation,  we  learn 
the  import  of  the  fpiritual  exercife  here  intend- 
ed. The  bleflings  communicated  by  the  Holy  Ghoft? 
are  obtained  by  diligent  application  of  the  mind 
to  prayer,  attentive  reading,  hearing,  and  medita- 
tion ;  and  by  rightly  difpofing  and  digesting  the 
fubiefts  read,  heard,  and  contemplated,  fo  as  believ- 
ingly  to  apply  them  for  the  great  purpofes  of  fpiritual 
improvement.  In  this  manner  the  peculiar  people  of 
pod  receive  frefh  communications  of  divine  grace, 
fpiritual  ftrength,  and  reviving  confqiation,  from  the 
jnexhauftible  fulnefs  of  Jefus  Chrift,  fuited  to  their 
various  neceffities,  whereby  they  are  furnijhed  for  the 
performance  of  duty,  fupported  under  the  prefTure  of 
aflli&ion,  ajid  refrefhed  in  their  journey  toward  the 
heavenly  and  better  country. -This  exercife  is  de- 
clared to  be  accompanied  with  joy ;  with  the  warm- 
eft  emotions  of  pjeafing  affe&ion,  exquifite  delight, 
and  agreeable  fatisfa&ion.  *  The  expreffion  feems  to 
allude  to  the  pleafure  enjoyed  by  thofe  travellers  who, 
when  fcorched  with  heat,  and  parched  with  drought, 
quench  tfieir  thirft  with  the  cooling  water  of  fome 
pure  fountain.  The  pleafing  Tenfation  felt  by  fuch 
perfons,  affords  a  faint  representation  of  the  far  fupe- 
rior  pleafure  and  joy  experienced  by  the  faints,  when, 
refreflied  by  the  water  of  life,  they  look  forward  to 
the  rivers  of  pleafures  which  they  have  in  profpeft. 
The  bleflings -which  they  enjoy,  in  frequent  contem- 
plation, in  conftant  expe&ation,  and  daily  experience, 
fcre  exceedingly  precious  and  excellent,  procured  not 
*ith  fuch  corruptible  things  as  filver  and  gold,  but  by 
the  blood  of  Chrift,  whofe  purchafe  and  gift  they  are. 
They  are  perfeftly  fuited  to  their  circumftarices  and 
condition,  conveying  light  t6  thofe  who  arefpiritually 
blind,  ftrength  to  the  weak,  relief  to  the  diftrefled, 
happinefs  to  the  miferable ;  and  ferving  to  mortify 
corruptions,  to  help  infirmities,  to  refift  temptations, 
and  difarm  death  itfelf.  Joy  ought  always  to  be  pro* 
portioned  to  the  intrinfic  worth,  and  extenfive  utility 
•    '' *  oj 
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pf  the  benefits  received :  and,  therefore,  when  the  fer- 
yants  of  the  Lord  draw  water  from  the  wells  of  falvaT 
tion,  they  rejoice  with  exceeding  great  joy,  as  one  that 
hath  obtained  a  glorious  vi&ory,  that  hath  acquired 
immortal  hpnpur,  or  fqund  great  fppil ;  and  that  hath 
the  delightful  profpeft  of  ceafing  from  his  labours, 
and  entering  into  peace.— : — Let  us  frequently,  and 
particularly  this  day,  have  frefli  recourfe  to  thefe 
wells  pf  falvation,  that  from  thence  we  may  derive 
living  water.  For  your  encouragement,  I  conclude 
my  remarks  on  this  verfe  with  the  very  gracious  in- 
vitation delivered  by  pur  prophet,  Chap,  lv,  1.  4  Ho, 
.*  every  one  that  tbirfteth,  come  ye  to  the  waters,  and 
4  he  that  hath  no  money  ;  come  ye,  buy  and  eat,  yea, 
f  come,  buy  wine  and  milk  without  money,  and 
f  without  price.' 

4  And  in  that  day  fhall  ye  fay,  Praife  the 
Lord,  call  upon  his  name,  declare  his  doings 
among  the  people,  make  mention  that  his  name 
is  exalted. 

The  redeemed  from  among  men,  having  been 
reprefented  as  forming  the  noble  refolution  of  praif- 
ing  the  J^ord,  they  are  here  introduced,  exciting 
their  brethren  to  unite  with  them  in  this  becoming 

delightful  employment. The  kind  affe&ion  felt  for 

thofe  with  Whom  we  are  intimately  connected  ought 
hot  to  be  concealed ;  nor  fhould  the  grateful  fenfe 
entertained  of  mercies  received  be  confined  within 
the  bread  of  the  receiver,  but  fhould  engage  him  to 
invite  all  with  whom  he  hopes  to  fucceed,  to  join  in 
celebrating  the  praifes  of  his  generous  Benefactor. 
Senfible  ot  their  inability  for  fhewing  forth  the  praifes 
of  the  Lord  their  God,  and  of  their  need  of  affiftance 
m  this  plcafant  exercife,  thofe  who  fing  this  fong  of 
triumph,  call  upon  others  to  aflifl  them  in  magnifying  v 
the  Lord.  Solitary  devotion,  and  fecret  praife,  have 
no  doubt  {heir  excellencies  and  advantages  j  but  tht> 
•'"■'■.  voices 
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voices  of  multitudes,  uniting  their  hallelujahs,  fwell 
the  fong,  until,  like  the  found  of  many  waters,  it  be- 
comes grand  and  awful,  while  each  provtfkes  another 
to  continue  with  unremitting  attention  and  fervour 

the  celeflial  employment, Praife  ye  the  Lord.  The 

Hebrew  word  fignifies,  acknowledge  the  Lord :  ac- 
knowledge the  fins  you  have  committed  againft  him, 
with  real  penitence,  and  contrition  of  heart ;  acknow- 
ledge the  glorious  excellencies  of  which  he  is  pofleff- 
ed,  with  adoration  and  bleffing ;  acknowledge  the  be- 
nefits you  have  received  from  him,  with  gratitude  and 
thahkfgiving.     Three  words  are  employed  to  exprefs 
this  comely  exercife ;  namely,  bleffing,  giving  thanks, 
and  praifing  God.     Bleffing  efpecially  refpedts  the 
benefits  received  ;  thankfeiving,  the  manner  in  which 
gratitude  (hould  be  manirefted ;  and  praife  hath  a  pe- 
culiar f  efpeft  to  the  divine  excellencies  of  Jehovah, 
difplayed  in  his  works,  and  the  mercies  he  confers, 
Such,  however,  is  the  connexion  and  refembiance 
fubfifting  between  thefe  pleafing  employments,  that 
when  one  of  them  is  rightly  performed,  the  others 
are  fuppofed  and  included.    Praife  ye  the  Lord,  with 
reverence,  admiration,  and  love ;  magnify  his  great- 
nefs,  righteoufnefs,  and  faithfulnefs ;  highly  extol  him 
for  the  mercies  and  deliverances  you  receive,  and  the 
great  falvation  that  he  hath  wrought.     This  is  the 
pleafanteft  and  nobleft  work  in  which  you  can  poffibly 
be  engaged.    The  duties  of  your  calling,  and  diligent 
attention  to  bufinefs,  often  require  hard  labour  \  and 
give  you  to  experience  the  truth  of*the  threatening* 
4  In  the  fweat  of  thy  face  (halt  thou  eat  bread  V   The 
.works  of  righteoufnefs,  whereby  you  give  to  every 
one  his  due,  mud  frequently  be  performed  amid  much 
oppofition,  and  are  often  accompanied  with  many  dif- 
cburagements.     The  works  of  charity  and   mercy, 
whereby  you  relieve  the  neceflities  of  the  poor  and 
the  aflli£tcd#  are  done  at  confidcrable  expence,  and 

#  Gen.  iii.  19. 

fometimes 
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fomctimes  meet  with  unkind  returns,  JTie  fervices 
of  divine  worflrip,  in  which  you  approach  unto  God 
through  a  Mediator,  remind  us  of  our  conftant  de- 
pendence upon  Jehovah,  of  the  fin  and  mifery  in 
which  we  are  involved,  and  our  manifold  neceffities. 
In  prayer,  we  appear  before  God  as  humble  fuppli- 
cants,  imploring  mercy  and  forgivenefs  of  fins :  in 
reading  and  hearing  the  word  of  God,  we  affume  the 
character  of  fcholars,  who  with  to  be  inftru&ed,  and 
made  wife  unto  falvation  :  whereas  in  praifing  the 
Lord,  we  profefs  to  prefent  before  him  the  beft  re- 
turns we  can  make  for  the  riches  of  his  goodnefs  and 
love ;  we  acknowledge  the  infinite  obligations  he  hath 
brought  us,  under  to  his  fervice,  to  which  we  ought 
faithfully  to  apply  ourfelves.  In  this  manner  we  aim 
to  put  honour  upon  God,  and  to  yield  him  that  ho- 
mage which  his  glorious  attributes,  and  ineftimable 
benefits,  mod  juftfy  demand. 

Call  upon  bis  name.  The  name  of  the  Lord  is  a 
Hebraifm  that  frequently  occurs  in  fcripture,  denot- 
ing the  Lord  himfelf.  In  this  fenfe  it  is  ufed  in  the 
following  refolution  of  the  royal  prophet ;  4 1  will  call 

*  upon  the  name  of  the  Lord  *  :  and  in  the  words  of 
the  apoftle  Peter,  when  afferting  the  efficacy  of  prayer, 
rightly  performed,  for  averting  every  evil,  and  ob- 
taining every  needful  blefling ;  4  Whofoever  (faid  he) 

*  (hall  call  upon  the  name  of  the  Lord,  fhall  be  faved  f.'  % 
From  thefe  two  paflages,  calling  upon  God  plainly  ap- 
pears to  fignify,  prayer  in  general,  whereby  men  pre- 
fent their  fupplications  to  the  Lord,  and  pour  out 
their  hearts  before  him.  Calling  upon  God  more 
efpecially  confifts  in  that  part  of  prayer  properly  com- 
prehended under  the  article  of  invocation,  in  which 

.  Jehovah  is  addrefled  by  thofe  names,  chara&ers,  and 
perfe&ions,  afcribed  to  him  in  fcripture.  Here,  how- 
ever, it  maybe  understood  in  its  molt  extenfive  fenfe, 
including  the  whole  duty  of  prayer,  confiding  of  ado- 

#  Pfal.  cxvi.  17.  f  Ads  H.  21. 

ration. 
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ration,    confeflion,   application,  and   thankfgiving. 
Call  upon  the  name  of  the  Lord,  who  is  become  your 
falvation;  worfhip  him  in  the  beauties  of  holinels, 
who  liveth  for  ever  and  ever ;  and  adore,  with  admira- 
tion and  reverence,  his  divine  excellencies,  who  is 
exalted  above  all  bleffing  and  praife.     Confefs,  with 
true  penitence,  your  trefpaffes  to  him,  who  forgiveth 
Iniquity,  tranfgreffion,  and  fin;  and,  in  this  manner, 
give  glory  to  the  Lord  yoiif  God,  who  waiteth  to  be 
gracious,  that  he  may  be  s exalted  in  fhewing  infcrcy. 
Afk,  with  humility  and  faith,  all  the  bleffings  neceflary 
to  your  prefent  and  eternal  felicity,  and  the  welfare  of 
the  church  of  God;  from  him  who  can  fupply  alt 
yotit*  wants,  from  his  riches  in  glory,  through  Chrift 
Jefiis*  and  allows  none  to  feek  him  in  vain.     Give 
thanks  Unto  him  who  daily  loadeth  you  with  his  be- 
nefits, whofe  mercies  endure  for  ever,  and  whofe 
grace  faileth  never.     In  all  your  a£ts  of  worfhip,  ho- 
nour and  acknowledge  God  as  the  alone  Author  of 
your  falvation ;  and  uniformly  endeavour  to  teftify 
your  gratitude  and  obedience  to  him,  by  living  devot- 
ed to  his  fervice,  and  depending  continually  on  the 
tare  of  his  providence,  and  the  affiftance  of  his  grace. 
Declare  bis  doings  among  the  people.     The  prophet 
had  no  doubt  chiefly  in  view,  the  renowned  a&s  of 
the  Lord,  which  form  the  principal  fubjed  of  this 
facred  hymn,  and  are  included  in  that  glorious  work 
of  divine  providence  and  grace  whereby  he  accom- 
plifhed  the  redemption  of  his  people.     AH  the  works: 
of  God  are  truly  great,  and  incomparably  magnifi- 
cent :  they  all  unite  in  accomplifhing  the  purpofes  of 
Jehovah,  and  difplaying   his   glory.     This   renders 
them  (till  more  illuftrious,  and  worthy  to  be  record- 
ed.    Of  all  the  doings  of  the  Lord,  the  ftupendous 
work  whefeby  he  hath  accomplifhed  the  eternal  falva- 
tion of  his  church  is  the  nioft  glorious,  arid  deferving 
of  admiration  and  praife.     Contemplate  the  primary 
fources  from  which  it  proceeds  :  the  fovereign  good 
pleafure  of  divine  goodnefs ;  the  great  love  wherewith 

God 
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God  loved  the  world,  even  when  men  were  enemie9 
,  to  him  in  their  minds,  and  by  wicked  works,  and 
were  dead  in  trefpaffes  and  fins.  Survey  the  procur- 
ing caufes  whereby  it  was  obtained,  the  amazing  hu- 
miliation, the  perfeft  obedience,  the  meritorious 
death,  with  the  fubfequent  reftoted  life,  exaltation, 
and  glory,  of  the  only  begotten  and  well  beloved  Son 
of  God.  Think  of  the  aftonifhing  way  by  which  it 
is  communicated,  by  the  wafhing  of  regeneration, 
and  the  'renewing  of  the  Holy  Ohoft ;  who  takes  of 
the  things  of  Chrift,  and  (hews  them  to  men ;  and  to 
whom  is  afcribed  our  participation  in  the  ineilimable 
benefits  flowing  from  the  love  of  God*  and  the  me- 
diation of  Jefus  Chrift.  Meditate  of  the  bleffed 
means  employed  for  rendering  men  partakers  of  this 
great  falvation ;  the  providences,  the  ordinances,  the 
word,  and  fervants  of  God,  genuine  faith,  and  real  re- 
pentance, with  their  various  operations  and  infeparable 
concomitants,  preparing  for  its  complete  and  everlaft- 
ing  enjoyment.  This  work,  which  is  in  a  peculiar 
manner  the  doing  of  the  Lord,  ought  to  be  marvellous 
in  our  eyes,  admired  in  our  hearts,  publiflied  by  our 
tongues,  and  magnified  in  our  lives,  that  people  of 
all  ranks  may  become  joyful  in  our  God ;  and  all  the 
world  may  know,  love,  and  obey  him^and  rejoice  in 
his  falvation.  In  declaring  the  doings  of  the  Al- 
mighty, take  heed  that  you  do  not  confound  one 
thing  with  another,  and  that  you  do  not  feparate 
what  God  hath  joined  together.  By  the  faithful  per- 
formance of  the  exercife  to  which  vou  are  here  invit- 
ed,  you  may  hope  that  glory  fhall  accrue  to  God  in 
the  higheft,  that  the  conquefts  obtained  by  the  great 
Redeemer  fhall  become  better  known,  that  the  fruits 
of  holinefs  and  righteoufnefs  fhall  be  more  abundant, 
and  that  the  praifes  afciibed  to  God  and  the  Lamb 
(hall  be  multiplied.    • 

Make  mention  that  his  name  is  exalted*  The  name 
of  God  may  here  denote,  the  glorious  titles,  and  di- 
vine attributes  of  which  he  is  poffdfed,  that  juftly 

4  Y  claim 


724  LECTURES  ok  the        Chap.^IL 

claim  the  higheft  honour  and  eftecm  from  thofe  to 
whom  they  are  made  known.     The  word  rendered 
exalt ,  fignifies  to  raife  to  the  higheft  eminence,  and  fo 
to  eftablifh  and  confirm  in  that  elevated  condition,  as 
no  power  fhall  be  able  to  moleft  of  deprefs.     The 
name  of  God  is  exalted,  when  the  divine  chara&ers 
and  perfe&ions,  of  which  he  hath  given  the  mod  glo- 
rious demonftrations,  are  highly  extolled,  and  cele- 
brated as  truly  great  and  honourable-     By  the  falva- 
tion   of  the   church,   contemplated   in   its   foarces, 
means,  and  confequtnees,  the  illuflrious  chara&ers, 
and  divine  attributes  of  Jehovah,  fuch  as  his  wifdom, 
love,  power,  righteoulhefs*  and  faithfulnefs,  are  dif- 
played  with  the  brighteft  luftre,  and  therefore  ought 
to  be  often  mentioned*     Make  mention,  then,  thai 
God's  name  is  exalted.     This  affords  an  excellent 
fubjefl:  of  difcourfe.     People  often  fpeak  at   great 
length  of  very  trifling  matters  that  occur  in  the  com- 
mon bufinefles  of  life,  and  treat  of  affairs  which  it 
would  be  more  prudent  to  conceal.     Converfarion  of 
this  fort  cannot  edify  :  it  cannot  make  men  holier, 
wifer,  or  better.     Writers  frequently  relate  the  coun- 
sels and  tranfadtions  of  princes  and  great  men,  though 
foolifh,  contemptible,  and  wicked,  and  the  recording 
of  them  ferves«io  valuable  purpofe.    Ought  not  Chrif- 
tians  often  to  mention  the  wile  counfels,  and  wefru 
derful  afts  of  the  Lord,  whereby  his  name  is  greatly 
exalted,  that  they  may  tranfmit  with  honour  the  me- 
mory of  his  great  goodnefs  to  lateft  pofterity  ?    To 
this  pleafant  and  ufeful  employment  you  are  now  m- 
vited*    Engage  in  it  with  frequency  and  alacrity,  and 
you  fhall  certainly  find  it  attended  with  the  mod  fa- 
lutary  efi'cfts  to  yourfeFves  and  others.     Nq  topic  of 
converfation  fo  fublime   as   the   name  of  Jehovah, 
which  is  impreffed  upon  all  his  works,  magnified  in 
his  word,  and'  exalted  to  the  higheft  glory  and  re-  ■ 
nown,  in  that  great  falvation  which  he  hath  wrought 
tor  his  people. 

5  SinS 
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5  Sing  unto  the  Lord  ;  for  he  hath  done  ex- 
cellent things ;  this  is  known  in  all  the  earth. 

To  fing  unto  the  Lord,  is  to  celebrate  his  praifes  in 
fongs  compofed  of  verfes,  wherein  his  tremendous 
majefty.  is  extolled,  his  mighty  ads  are  recorded,  his 
immenfe  benefits  are  acknowledged,  and  his  adorable 
grace  is  magnified.  This  delightful  exercife,  whilft 
it  pleafes  the  ear,  affifts  the  memory,  warms  the  affec- 
tions, and  animates  devotion.  In  all  the  ages  of  the 
church,  it  hath  been  efteemed  an  important  part  of  di- 
vine worfliip,  in  which  the  people  of  God  have,  with 
united  hearts  and  harmonious  voices,  proclaimed  the 
praifes  of  his  love,  righteoufnefs,  grace,  and  faithful- 

nefs,  manifefted  in  their  falvation. In  this  bleffed 

work,  the  fcriptures  plainly  intimate  that  angels  and 
faints  are  employed  in  heaven,  where  they  fing  the  Song 
of  Mofes  and  the  Lamb.— —'Let  it  therefore  be  our  fo- 
Hcitous  concern,  to  be  prepared  for  joining  thefe  ce- 
leflial  fpirits,  in  celebrating  the  praifes  of  our  God 
and  Saviour.  For  this  noble  fervice,  God  hath  been 
pleafed  to  furnifli  us  with  fuitable  powers:  new  mat- 
ter of  praife  is  continually  afforded  us,  by  the  boun- 
ties of  providence :  '  new  longs  are  put  into  our 
mouths,  by  the  proper  ufe  of  which,  we  may  be  pre- 
pared for  receiving  new  mercies ;  and  at  laft  for  join- 
ing the  church  of  the  firft-born  that  are  written  in  hea- 
ven, in  thofe  celeftial  fongs*  which  they  fing  to  him 
that  fittcth  upon  the  throne,  and  to  the  Lamb  for 
ever  and  ever.  Let  us  then  cheerfully  embrace  every 
opportunity  of  performing  this  fublime  exercife,  fre- 
quently inculcated  in  the  word  of  God. This  fub- 

]c&  adminifters  juft  reproof  to  thofe  who  have  not  a 
proper  fenfe  of  the  importance  and  utility  of  fingir.g 
unto  the  Lord  ;  who,  without  fufficient  realbn,  appear 
not  in  the  church  until  this  part  of  divine  fervice  be 
over,  and  retire  from  public  worSiip  before  finging 
the  pfalm  with  which  it  is  concluded.  *  Who  is  a 
t  wife  nun,  and  endued  with  knowledge  amongft 

'  you  I 
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*  you  ?  let  him  fhew  out  of  a  good  co^iverfation  his 

*  works  with  meeknefs  of  wifdom  V     Forfake  not 

■ 

the  houfe  of  your  God ;  and  again,  I  fay,  neglect  not 
any  proper  opportunity  of  {hewing  •  forth  the  praifes 
of  the  Lord  your  God..     % 

For  he  hath  done  excellent  things.  The  things  here 
intended,  are  the  works  of  creation  and  providence, 
and  efpecially  the  great  work  of  redemption.  In  the 
things  that  God  hath  created,  he  hath  left  deep  im- 
preflions  of  his  divine  excellencies,  infomuch  that 
though  they  may  not  be  efteemed  excellent  on  their 
own  account,  they  fhould  be  confidered  as  excellent 
becaufe  he  formed  them.  They  juftly  merit  this 
defcriptidn,  in  refpeft  of  their  various  ppwers  and  or- 
ders, their  quantity  and  quality,  their  matter  and 
form,  their  influence  and  utility.  The  things  that 
God  hath  done  in  the  difpenfations  of  his  providence 
are  no  lefs  excellent.  What  wonderful  order,  con- 
nexion, and  deiign,  are  confpicuous  in  the  arrange- 
ments he  hath  made  !  what  noble  triumphs  hath  he 
obtained  over  his  enemies!  what  equity  and  truth 
hath  he  jnanifefted  in  all  his  ways !  what  awful 
majefty  appears  in  his  judgments!  what  mercy 
and  goodnefs  in  his  deliverances !  Above  all,  what 
excellent  things  hath  been  done  by  the  Lord  God  Al- 
mighty, in  the  redemption  of  tranfgreffors  J  So  great, 
fo  excellent,  are  the  things  comprehended  in  this 
yrork,  that  we  have  not  minds  capable  of  conceiving 
them,  nor  words  to  exprefs  them,  nor  examples  to 
illuftrate  thejn.  This  wonderful  work  of  God,  difr 
tinguifhed  by  its  fuper-eminent  excellence,  (lands  ar- 
rayed with  native  incomparable  glory.  It  is  of  fuch 
confummate  excellence,  and  vaft  magnitude,  that  it 
Cannot  be  fufficiently  extolled :  it  hath  been  highly 
celebrated  through  ages  that  are  part,  and  (hall  con*- 
tinue  to  be  the  fubjeft  of  everlafting  praifes.  Things 
are  commonly  efteemed  excellent  which  are  poffeflfed 

*  James  iii.  13. 
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of  every  property  that  can  render  them  valuable  and 
ufeful,  and  ferve  the  purpofes  for  which  they  are  in* 
tended,  efpecially  when  they  are  done  in  fuch  a  man- 
ner as  excites  admiration  and  delight.  The  excellency 
here  fpoken  of,  may  refer  both  to1  the  things  them- 
felves,  and  the  manner  of  their  execution.  The  things 
that  God  hath  done  are  poffeffed  of  every  qualifi- 
cation requifite  to  accompUfh  the  purpofes  for  which 
fhey  are  defigned;  whilft,  at  the  fame  time,  they 
are  fq  done  as  to  excite  aftonifhment  and  pleafure 
in  thofe  who  contemplate  them.  In  this  view,  how . 
eminent,  for  inftance,  is  the  forgivenefs  of  fins, 
acceptance  with  God,  introdu&ion  .into  glorious  lir_ 
berty,  and  a  right  to  the  high  privileges  of  the  fons  of 
God,  through  the  mediation  of  JefusChrift;  the  con- 
verfion,  renovation,  and  exaltation,  of  human  nature 
to  eternal  life,  through  the  agency  of  the  Holy  Spirit ! 
This  is  known  in  all  the  earth.  The  fame  of  the  ex* 
cellent  things  performed  by  the  Lord,  efpecially  of 
the  renowned  work  of  the  falvation  of  the  church,  is 
fpread  abroad  through  the  whole  world.  They  were 
every  where  reported  in  the  miniftry  of,  the  gofpel, 
the  found  whereof  went  throughout  all  the  earth,  and 
their  words  unto  the  ends  of  the  world.  What  the 
royal  prophet  literally  affirms  concerning  the  heavens, 
the  apoftle  Paul  allegorically  applies  to  minifters  of 
the  gofpel,  the  luminaries  of  the  fpiritual  world; 
their  miniftry  extended,  as  he  affirms,  to  the  mod 
diftant  known  regions  of  the  inhabited  earth  :  '  Their 

*  found  went  unto  all  the  earth,  and  their  words  unto 

*  the  ends  of  the  world  V  Thus  was  the  prediction 
of  Jefus  Chrift  in  part  fulfilled  :  *  And  this  gofpel  of 
'  the  kingdom  (hall  be  preached  in  all  the  world,  for 

*  a  yatnefs  unto  all  nations  f .'  In  confequence  of  this 
prophecy,  the  joyful  tidings  of  thefe  excellent  things 
that  God  hath  wrought,  have  reached  this  highly  fa- 
ypured  ifland  which  we  inhabit.    This  happy  circum? 

1       +  Rom.  %4  18.  f  Matth.  xxlv.  14. 

{lance 


723  LECTURES  on  th*         Chap.XIT. 

ftance  furnifhes  us  with  an  agreeable  proof  of  the 
truth  of  the  affertion  contained  in  the  words  under 
confederation.  Let  us  gratefully  acknowledge  this 
inftance  of  the  divine  goodnefs ;  and  endeavour,  with 
fidelity  and  diligence,  to  improve  this  important  ad- 
vantage. 

6  Cry  out  and  fhout,  thou  inhabitant  of  Zion; 
for  great  is  the  holy  One  of  Ifrael  in  the  midft 
of  thee. 

This  facred  hymn  of  thankfgiving  and  praife,  con- 
cludes with  a  warm  invitation  to  the  higheft  exprefc 

(ion  of  exultation  and  joy.— People  often  cry  out  and 

(hout,  when  greatly  elated  with  the  triumphs  which 
they  have  obtained,  and  the  agreeable  profpe&s  that 
are  exhibited  to  their  view.  When  the  ark  of  the 
covenant  of  the  Lord  was  brought  into  the  camp  of 
Ifrael  at  Shiloh,  we  read,  that  all  Ifrael  fhouted  for 
joy  with  a  loud  (hout,  fo  that  the  earth  rang  ag^in. 
when  the  Pharifees  defired  our  Lord  to  rebuke  the 
jnultitude  of  his  difciples,  who  rejoiced  and  praifed 
God  with  a  loud  voice,  for  all  the  mighty  works  that 
they  had  feen,  he  informed  them,  That  (hould  thefe 
hoM  their  peace,  the  (tones  would  immediately  cry 
out,  to  celebrate  his  triumphant  entry  into  Jerufa- 
lem  *.  Thefe  pafiages  of  fcripture  affift  us  in  under- 
(landing  the  import  of  the  invitation,  which  is  here 
addrefled  to  every  inhabitant  of  Zion,  who  is  called 
upon  to  join  in.  this  effufion  of  triumph,  to  which 
the  falvation  of  the  Lord  affords  juft  occ^fion.  The 
mount,  which  was  anciently  called  Zion,  is  often  men- 
tioned in  fcripture  as  a  figure  or  type  of  the  church 
of  Jefus  Chrift  ;  and  fo  by  the  inhabitant  of  Zion,  is 
chiefly  intended  the  Ifrael  and  children  of  God,  who 
refide  in  the  church  under  the  New  Teftament,  and 
participate  of  the  glorious  privileges  peculiar  to  this 

#  Luke  *ix.  37.  etfeqm 
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honourable  feleft  fociety.  Every  individual  of  thfo 
defcription,  is  here  invited  to  give  the  ftrongeft  de- 
monftrations  of  gladnefs  and  gratitude  of  which  he  is 
capable,  in  celebrating  the  mercies  of  Jehovah,  the 
victories  of  the  Lamb,  and  his  eternal  falvation ;  who, 
having  overcome,  is  now  conducing  them  to  final 
conqueft,  glory,  and  immortality. Let  every  ge- 
nuine member  of  the  church  of  Chrift  immediately 
comply  with  the  call  here  given.;  and  exprefs,  in  the 
ftrongeft  manner,  his  grateful  fenfe  of  the  greatelt 
of  ail  mercies,  the  redemption  of  the  world  by  our 

Lord  and  Saviour  Jefus  Chrift. One  fubitantial 

feafon  why  we  ought  thus  to  (hout,  is  here  fubjoined : 
For  great  is  the  holy  One  of  Ifrael  in  the  mid/i  of  thee* 
God  our  Saviour  is  certainly  the  perfon  here  intended 
by  this  defcription,  and  to  him  it  eminently  belongs. 
He  is  perfe&ly  holy  in  his  nature,  in  the  works  that 
he  hath  done,  and  in  the  word  of  his  grace  his  purity 
fhines  forth  with  the  brightest  luftre.  He  is  the  living 
fource  of  all  that  holinefs  of  which  his  people  are 
poffeffed,  the  complete  pattern  which  they  are  called 
to   imitate,  and  his  holinefs  is  the  mod   powerful 

,  motive  whereby  refemblance  to  him  is  inculcated. 
Have  recourfe  then  to  this  holy  One,  that  he  may 
make  you  partakers  of  his  holinefs.  Be  ye  holy  (faith 
he),  for  1  the  Lord  your  God  am  holy.  As  the  in- 
vifible  things  of  God,  even  his  eternal  power  and 
Godhead,  are  feen  in  the  things  that  are  made,  fo  let 
the  other  invifible  things  of  God,  even  his  immaculate 
purity  and  righteoufnefs,  be  feen  in  your  temper  and 
conduit.  Study,  as  dear  children,  to  be  imitators  of 
God,  in  his  mercy,  faithfulnefs,  compaflion,  and  pa- 
tience.  This  holy  One  is  affirmed  to  be  great. 

*  Behold,  God  is  great,  and  we  know  him  not.  He  is 
4  a  great  God,  and  a  great  King  above  all  gods.'  His 
infinite  grandeur  and  greatnefs,  in  majefty  and  every 
divine  attribute,  is  often  highly  celebrated  inferipture. 
He  is  great  in  power,  both  leg  illative  and  executive : 

he  comfaandeth  whatfoever  he  pleafeth,   and  doth 

whatfotver 
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whatfoever  feemeth  good  in  his  fight;     He  is  great 
in  goodnefs  and  love*   How  inconceivably  great  the 
goodnefs  he  hath  laid  up  for  them  that  fear  him ! 
How  wonderfully  great  the  love  wherewith  he  loved 
us,  when  dead  in  trcfpafles  and  fins !  How  very  great 
are  his  mercies,  which  are  extended  to  the  molt  un- 
worthy, and  pardon  the  greateft  tranfgreffions !  It  is 
unneceffary  to  enlarge.     This  holy  One  declares  his 
greatnefs,  efpecially  in  the  mid  ft  of  his  people,  by  the 
great,  unfearchable,  and  marvellous  things,  without 
number,  that  he  hath  done  for  them,  and  among 
them.    The  wonderful  works  performed  by  the  Lord, 
in  all  places,  and  in  all  ages,  afford  the  mod  ftriking 
demonftratiohs  of  his  excellent  greatnefs-     But  the 
difplays  he  gives  of  his  grandeur  to  his  people,  in  the 
ineftimable  favours  which  he  confers  upon  them,  the 
glorious  deliverances  that  he  works  for  them,  and  the 
awful  judgments  which  he  inflicts  upon  their  enemies, 
are  truly  illuftrious  and  magnificent.     The  holy  One 
of  Ifrael  is  not  only  in  the  mid  ft  of  his  people  in  ge- 
neral, by  his  gracious  prefence,  to  bids  them,  and  to 
beautify  their  aflPembHes ;  but  he  is  in  the  midft  of 
every  inhabitant  of  Zion :  he  is  formed  in  him  the 
hope  of  glory,  dwelling  in  him  by  his  word  and  Spirit, 
and  abiding  with  him,  to  fan&ify,  ftrengthen,  guide, 
and  comfort  him. 

The  greatnefs  of  Jehovah  demands  from  you  great 
praifes,  great  fer vices,  great  love,  great  fear,  great  ho- 
nour, great  facrifices,  and  great  fubjeftion.  The  Lord 
is  great,  and  greatly  to  be  praifed.  Give  then,  ye 
kindreds  of  the  people,  the  glory  due  unto  his  name. 
Take  heed  that  you  aft  up  to  thofe  principles  which 
you  profefs  to  believe  and  acknowledge.  It  is  an  eafy 
matter  verbally  to  confefs  the  greatnefs  of  Jehovah, 
which  we  are  invited  to  extol ;  but  it  is  much  more 
difficult  to  act  up  to  this  profeffion.  Having  acknow- 
ledged that  the  righteoufnefs  of  God  is  very  great, 
beware  of  arraigning  the  equity  and  juftice  of  his 
difpenfations.     Having  adored  him  as  the  onlv  wife 

'God, 
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God,  be  fully  fatisfied  with  the  condutt  and  diftribu- 
tions  of  his  providence.  Having  praifed  the  riches 
of  his  mercy  and  grace,  beware  of  prefuming  on  his 
mercy  to  commit  fin,  and  of  turning  his  grace  into 
wantonnefs.  The  celebration  of  the  divine  greatnefs 
is  only  an  unmeaning  compliment,  if  it  hath  not  a 
happy  influence  upon  practice :  it  is  no  more  than 
empty  found,  if  we  a£t  not  confidently  with  our  ac- 
knowledgments and  praifes.  Our  aftions  are  always 
the  beft  expofition  of  what  we  believe  and  fpeak. — 
Remember,  Chriftians,  that  ye  are  the  temple  of 
the  living  God,  and  that  the  Spirit  of  God  dwelleth 
in  you ;  that  the  temple  of  God  is  holy,  which  temple 
ye  are.  Remember  that  nothing  can  be  more  un- 
feemly  than  to  fing,  in  a*  new  fong,  the  praifes  of  God 
with  an  old  heart,  or  even  with  a  heart  not  tuned 
for  this  celeftial  employment.  If  the  voice  of  re- 
joicing and  falvatioij  be  heard  in  the  tabernacles  of  the 
righteous,  how  much  more  ought  the  voice  of  thankf- 
giving  and  prdife  to  fill  the  living  temples  of  God !  . 
Sing  ye  praifes  with  underftandkig :  publifti  the  name 
of  the  Lord ;  afcribe  ye  greatnefs  unto  our  God. 
Sing  unto  the  Lord  a  new  fong,  and  his  praife  in  the 
congregation  of  his  faints.  Let  Ifracl  rejoice  in  him 
that  made  bim :  let  the  inhabitants  of  Zion  be  joyful 
in  their  King,  who  taketh  pleafure  in  his  people,  and 
will  beautify  the  meek  with  falvation.  Let  every  thin^ 
that  hath  breath  praife  the  Lord.     Hallelujah. 

Thiv?,  my  brethren,  through  the  continued  gracious 
afliftance  of  God,  I  have  finifhed  my  Lectures  upon 
the  firft  part  of  the  Prophecies  of  Ifaiah.  With  what 
fuccefs  I  leave  you  to  determine.  Frequently  and 
ferioufly  recoiled  what  you  have  heard,  and  wherein 
you  have  profited ;  and  ceafe  not  earneftly  to  implore 
that  the  divine  blading  may  accompany  my  labours  for 
you!  benefit.  To  my  expofition  of  words,  'add  your 
comment  of  good  works.  A  living  commentary  on 
the  Bible  is  infinitely  preferable  to  the  beft  that  ever 
wa£  written  or  fpoken.   I  entreat  that  you  will  let  me 

4  7<  have: 
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have  the  pleafure  of  feeing  you  diligently  carrying  on 
this  bleffed  work.  I  aik  no  more,  and  I  can  be  fa* 
tisfied  with  no  lefs  than  a  comfortable  anfwer  to  this 
rcqueft ;  which  may  God  difpofe  you  to  grant,  to 
his  glory,  and  your  own  benefit.  I  conclude  with 
the  words  of  an  eminent  writer,  which  juftly  deferve 
your  attentive  practical  regard :  4<  The  word  of  God 
**  was  written  to  give  us  not  merely  a  fpeculative  ap- 
prehenfion,  but  an  experimental  fenfe  and  feeling 
of  holy  things,  comfortable  or  terrifying,  as  our 
fpiritual  (late  requires.  I  rejoice  at  thy  word,  as 
one  that  findeth  great  fpoil,  faith  the  pfalmift.  To 
"  this  man  will  I  look,  faith  the  Lord,  even  to  him  that 
is  poor,  and  of  a  contrite  fpirit,  and  that  trembleth  at 
my  word.  Too  many,  alas !  have  no  conception  of 
this  efficacy  in  fcripture ;  and  no  wonder,  for  they 
have  never  feriqufty  endeavoured  to  have  any.  But 
let  them  try  in  earned,  and  they  will  infallibly  fuc- 
ceed,  if  they  ufe  proper  means.  We  read  of  fome, 
c<  what  will  be  true  of  all  in  the  fame  condition,  that 
"  the  word  did  not  profit  them,  not  being  mixed  with 
faith.  God  indeed  can  operate  according  to  his 
own  pleafure ;  but,  humanly  fpeaking,  perfons  will 
not  be  influenced  by  what  they  difbelieve,  or  much 
by  what  they  believe  but  faintly.  Nay,  fhould  they 
labour  to  make  the  ftrongeft  impreflions  on  their 
own  fouls,  without  applying  to  him  whofe  gift  fav- 
ing  faith  is,  their  efforts  would  be  vain.  But  let  any 
one  jointly  ftrive  and  pray,  for  a  deep  coiwiSion 
"  that  the  Bible  is  the  appointed  inftrument  or  his  re- 
"  Hgious  proficiency ;  then  let  him  read  it,  not  as  per- 
<c  forming  a  talk  he  knows  not  why,  from  which  he 
"  had  rather  be  excufed  ;  not  .to  outfhine  others  in 
readinefs  of  quotation,  or  plaufibility  of  interpret- 
ing, or  oppofitions  of  fcience,  falfely  fo  'called ;  not 
to  furnilh  himfelf  with  weapons  for  debate  and  con- 
troverfy,  much  lefs  for  uncharitablenefs  and  abufe; 
"  but  to  amend  his  inward  ftate  toward  God.— Let 
"  him  accordingly  flop  on  fit  occafions,  and  think; 

"  What 
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<c  What  confolations  doth  this  paflage  admiftifter  to 
"  me?  What  acknowledgments  to  heaven  doth  this 
4<  declaration  require  from  me  ?  What  fear  for  my- 
cc  felf  doth  this, threatening  call  for  ?  What  duty  doth 
cc  this  precept  or  pattern  point  out  to  me  ?  Or  what 
c*  fin  doth  it  cdnvince  me  ?  Againft  what  dangers 
"  doth  it  warn  me  ?  Is  my  chara&er  and  behaviour 
"  fiiitable  to  this  command  or  exhortation,  this  de- 
"  fcription  or  good  example  ?  Or  do  I  fee  myfelf  here, 
<c  under  another  name,  reproved,  condemned,  ftig- 
<c  matized  ?  Have  I  acquired  that  feiife  of  my  owa 
"  finfulnefs  and  weaknefs,  of  God's  holinefs  and 
juftice,  of  my  need  of  the  merits  of  Chrift  and 
the  grace  of  the  divine  Spirit,  which  the  whole 
"  tenour  of  fcripture  inculcates  ?  or  am  I  (till  inclined 
"  to  ftand  or  fall  by  my  own  righteoufnefs  ?  Faithfijl 
pains  taken  for  fome  time  in  fuch  home  queftions, 
without  forcing  unnatural  ufes  out  of  any  text,  but 
"  only  dwelling  on  thofe  that  fairly  prefent  themfelves, 
"  will  make  us  experience  a  divine  virtue  in  the 
€<  facred  writings,  piercing  firft,  and  healing  after- 
wards ;  which,  provided  we  are  not  fatisfied  with 
being  pioufly  moved  at  the  time,  and  then  relapfing 
into  what  we  were  before,  but  continue  the  inquiry 
fteadily,  and  carry  on  every  feeling  into  prattice, 
"  will  anuredly  transform  us  into  what  we  ought  to 
"  be."  ■  Let  us  ^ntreat  the  bleffing  of  God  on  our 
humble  endeavours  to  underftand  the  fcriptures,  that 
receiving  the  feed  of  the  word  into  good  and  honeft 
hearts,  we  may  bring  forth  fruit  with  patience.  The 
grace  of  the  Lord  Jefus  Chrift,  and  the  love  of  God, 
and  the  communion  of  the  Holy  Ghoft,  be  with  you 
all.    Amen. 
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